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Navy  Department,  Decemher  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  submitting  the  annual  report  of  the  transactions  of  this  department 
and  of  the  navj,  with  those  of  the  several  bureaus  for  the  year,  it  affords  me 
pleasure  to  assure  jou  that  the  condition  of  affairs  is  satisfactory,  and  that  the 
discipline  and  efficiency  of  the  service  continue  to  be  faithfully  maintained. 
After  many  years  of  peace  and  comparative  inactivity,  the  officers  and  sailors 
of  our  navy  were  suddenly  called  to  the  performance  of  extraordinary  and  ex- 
acting duties,  and  during  nearly  four  years  of  exhausting  civil  war  they  have 
manifested  their  attachment  to  the  Union  and  their  fidelity  to  the  national  flag 
by  rigidly  enforcing  a  gigantic  blockade  of  our  coast,  by  vigilantly  patrolling 
the  great  national  rivers  of  the  interior,  and  by  a  succession  of  ocean  and  coast- 
wise expeditions,  achievements  which  have  not  only  added  to  our  naval  renown 
but  greatly  promoted  our  national  integrity  and  strength. 

When  the  change  of  administration  took  place  in  March,  1861,  the  war  had 
already  been  virtually  begun — the  forts,  and  arsenals,  and  custom-houses,  and 
mints,  and  navy  yards,  and  national  property  within  the  rebel  States  had 
been  seized  without  resistance.  The  retiring  administration  manifested  its  ina- 
bility to  assert  the  national  authority,  and  its  disinclination  to  vindicate  the  na- 
tional supremacy,  and  closed  its  term,  and  that  of  the  thirty-sixth  Congress, 
without  any  preparatory  measures  for  the  tremendous  convulsion  which  was 
even  then  shaking  the  Union  to  its  centre  and  threatening  our  existence  as  a 
nation. 

In  six  weeks  after  I  had  entered  upon  the  administration  of  this  department, 
a  blockade,  extending  over  more  than  three  thousand  five  hundred  miles  of  our 
coast,  was  ordered ;  and  for  this  stupendous  work,  pronounced  to  be  impracticable 
by  the  highest  foreign  authorities,  we  had  a  feeble  navy,  reduced  to  the  lowest 
peace  establishment,  composed  largely  of  sailing  vessels,  most  of  which  were 
dismantled  or  dispersed  abroad.  Of  the  limited  number  of  seamen  authorized 
by  law,  only  about  two  hundred  were  available  at  all  our  naval  stations  and 
receiving  ships.  Many  of  the  officers  became  demoralized  and  deserted.  In 
this  enfeebled  condition,  without  men,  or  ships,  or  ordnance,  or  resources  placed 
at  its  disposal,  the  department  was  called  upon  to  establish  and  enforce  the  most 
extensive  blockade  that  was  ever  undertaken  to  be  effectually  maintained  by 
any  nation. 
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To  make  available  every  naval  vessel,  to  recall  our  foreign  squadrons,  to  ia- 
crease  our  force  hy  building  new  vessels,  and  by  procuring  for  naval  purposes, 
from  the  merchant  service,  every  steamer  which  could  be  made  a  fighting  Vessel, 
to  enlarge  at  once  the  capacity  of  the  navy  yards,  to  put  in  requisition  the 
foundries  and  workshops  of  the  country  for  supplies  of  ordnance  and  steam 
machinery,  to  augment  the  number  of  seamen,  and  to  supply  the  deficiency  of 
officers  by  selecting  experienced  and  able  shipmasters  and  others  from  the  com. 
mercial  marine,  were  among  the  important  and  responsible  duties  which  were 
precipitated  upon  the  department  at  that  exciting  and  interesting  period. 

The  measures  promptly  and  energetically  adopted  caused  an  immense  navy 
to  spring  into  existence,  not  to  carry  on  a  maritime  war,  for  the  rebels  had  no 
navy  to  stimulate  our  sailors  to  glorious  deeds,  nor  commerce  to  reward  their 
activity  ;  but  men,  and  ships,  and  ordnance,  and  supplies  were  speedily  collected 
for  the  onerous  naval  duties  needful  to  sustain  our  national  unity  and  preserve 
our  national  rights. 

Besides  instituting  the  extensive  blockade  of  the  coast,  naval  expeditions 
were  organized  at  the  earliest  possible  period  to  assert  and  restore  the  national 
authority  at  important  points  within  the  insurrectionary  region.  The  first  of 
these  expeditions  was  organized  and  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  in  August, 
under  the  command  of  Rear- Admiral  Stringham,  and  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
Hatteras,  and  was  the  first  re-conquest  of  a  strong  position  which  was  effected 
on  our  coast.  This  was  followed  a  few  weeks  later  by  the  victory  of  Rear- 
Admiral  DuPont  at  Port  Royal,  which  secured  a  commodious  harbor  for  the 
ships  of  the  South  Atlantic  squadron.  The  achievements  on  the  lower  Missis- 
sippi, where  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  dashed  open  the  gates  of  the  passage  to 
New  Orleans,  and  restored  to  the  Union  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the  south, 
were  accomplished  the  following  spring.  Those  three  important  expeditions, 
comprising,  in  each  case,  a  larger  fleet  than  had  ever  been  fitted  out  on  this  con- 
tinent, and  two  of  them  seldom  surpassed  in  naval  annals,  were  planned,  or- 
ganized, and  carried  into  execution  in  the  first  year  of  the  war,  in  addition  to 
an  immense  blockade,  which  was  at  the  same  time  so  vigilantly  and  rigorously 
enforced  that  the  rebels  even  then  felt  and  complained  of  its  exhausting  seve- 
rity. Other  harbors  and  places  have  from  time  to  time  been  seized  and  occu- 
pied, the  last  being  the  bay  of  Mobile  and  the  fortifications  at  its  entrance,  ef- 
fected by  the  same  distinguished  officer  who  had  thrown  open  the  lower  Missis- 
sippi to  uninterrupted  navigation  two  years  before.  Nor  have  the  prowess  and 
skill  of  our  navy  in  this  unhappy  contest,  involving  the  integrity  of  the  Union 
and  our  national  supremacy,  been  felt  upon  the  seaboard  alone.  On  our  inland 
waters,  at  Fort  Henry,  at  Donelson,  at  Shiloh,  at  Island  No.  10,  at  Memphis, 
at  Arkansas  Post,  at  Vicksburg,  at  Port  Hudson,  and  at  almost  every  import- 
ant place  on  the  Mississippi,  the  Cumberland,  the  Tennessee  and  other  rivers 
of  the  southwest,  the  navy  has  been  active  in  re-establishing  the  national  au- 
thority. A  fleet  of  more  than  one  hundred  vessels  has  been  put  afloat  on  those 
waters,  and  most  of  them  are  now  patrolling  those  rivers  in  the  national  cause. 
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It  haB  been  the  policy  of  this  department^  rigidly  adhered  to  nnder  all  cir- 
cmnstances,  and  from  which  it  has  not  allowed  itself  to  be  diverted,  never  to 
permit  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade  to  be  impaired  during  these  domestic  trou- 
bles. Hence  no  large  squadrons  have  been  maintained  on  foreign  stations. 
Cruisers  and  men-of-war  have  been  sent  out  or  ordered  to  important  points  to 
protect  American  interests,  and  capture  or  destroy  the  few  predatory  rovers 
which  from  time  to  time  have  ventured  abroad  to  depredate  on  oUr  commerce. 

THE   BLOCKADE. 

The  blockade  of  a  coast  line  of  three  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-nine 
miles  in  length,  greater  in  extent  thauv  the  whole  coast  of  Europe  from  Gape 
Trafalgar  to  Gape  North,  is  an  undertaking  without  precedent  in  history.  Dur- 
ing our  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  that  power  had  eight  hundred  naval 
vessels  in  conmiission,  not  a  single  port  of  the  United  States  was  thoroughly 
closed.  The  most  serious  attempts  of  the  great  maritime  powers  have  consisted 
in  endeavors  to  interdict  trade  at  a  few  of  the  principal  ports  of  a  belligerent. 
Immediately  after  closing  the  ports  of  the  States  in  rebellion,  and  giving  that 
act  the  character  of  a  blockade,  the  efforts  of  this  department  were  directed 
towards  securing  several  harbors  at  comparatively  equidistant  points,  as  bases 
of  operations  for  the  several  squadrons,  where  our  naval  vessels  could  receive  their 
supplies  and  maintain  themselves  at  their  stations  and  on  their  cruising  ground, 
without  returning  to  northern  ports  for  repairs  and  refitments.  To  have  done 
this  would  not  only  have  endangered  the  efficiency,  but  in  some  instances  might 
have  involved  an  abandonment  of  the  blockade.  To  this  end  there  were  set  on 
foot  various  coast  expeditions  which  have  resulted  in  our  taking  possession  of 
or  closing  all  the  ports  excepting  Wilmington.  From  various  causes.  Gape  Fear 
river  is  more  difficult  to  blockade  than  any  port  on  the  coast  of  the  United 
States.  The  two  main  entrances  are  forty  miles  apart,  and  these  two  are  sub- 
divided into  several  others,  each  of  which  affords  an  entrance  to  vessels.  The 
water  shoals  gradually  and  regularly  to  the  shore-line,  and  numerous  isolated 
batteries  are  erected  along  the  coast,  so  that  a  blockade  runner  of  light  draught  is 
not  under  the  necessity  of  making  directly  for  the  entrance,  but  can,  by  the  lead, 
run  close  under  the  land  protected. by  the  batteries,  and  pass  in  over  the  bar  at 
leisure.  When  coming  out,  a  steamer  will  select  her  own  time,  thus  securing 
every  advantage,  and  she  can  pass  either  up  or  down  the  coast  before  making 
an  offing,  or  she  may  proceed  straight  out  to  sea,  trusting  for  her  escape  to  the 
night  and  favoring  darkness  and  mists,  and  the  fact  that  she  is  under  full  speed, 
whilst  the  steamers  blockading  must  have  low  steam. 

Almost  every  vessel  employed  in  violating  the  blockade  has  been  constructed 
in  England  with  great  skill,  regardless  of  cost,  and  with  sole  reference  to  en- 
gaging in  this  illicit  trade,  the  profits  of  which  are  almost  as  remunerative  as 
those  attending  the  slave  trade,  a  kindred  traffic,  that  all  Christendom  dis- 
countenances, and  the  most  powerful  maritime  nations  have  combined  in  vfun  to 
suppress ;  yet  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on  within  limits  which  measure  but  a 
fraction  of  our  extended  blockade.    The  cupidity  of  English  merchants,  aided 
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by  their  vast  resources,  together  with  the  advantages  derived  from  those  trian- 
galar  depots  of  blockade  runnerB  and  of  rebel  supplies — the  ports  of  Halifax, 
Bermuda  and  Nassau,  ports  which  will  always  be  in  sympathy  with  the  enemies 
of  this  country — ^has  induced  them  to  engage  in  this  trade.  The  illicit  traffic 
with  the  rebels,  who  are  making  war  upon  our  government,  belongs  to  that  code 
of  commerical  morals  which  prompted  the  smuggling  of  opium  into  China,  and 
the  rule  of  those  who  engage  in  it  is  to  trade,  legally  or  illegally.  If  it  be  illegal, 
it  is  the  business  of  the  Chinese  and  Americans,  not  of  Englishmen,  to  prevent  it. 

Many  who  have  failed  to  make  themselves  acquainted  with  the  facts  connected 
with  the  Wilmington  blockade  have  been  free  and  severe  in  their  censures  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted.  The  intelligent  officers  of  the  naval  and 
merchant  service  who  have  labored  with  untiring  zeal  and  assiduity,  and  watched 
with  sleepless  vigilance  through  weary  months  of  winter  and  summer,  and  in  all 
weathers,  stimulated  by  the  hope  of  benefiting  their  tountry  and  receiving  its 
thanks,  as  well  as  by  every  inducement  to  fame  and  pecuniary  reward,  if  suc- 
cessful, do  not  concur  in  the  opinion  that  the  port  of  Wilmington  can  be  entirely 
closed  by  blockade. 

Convinced,  as  this  department  always  has  been,  that  it  is  necessary  to  take 
possession  of  the  entrances,  so  as  to  permit  our  armed  vessels  of  light  draught  to  go 
inside,  no  opportunity  has  been  omitted  to  impress  the  necessity  of  joint  naval 
and  military  operations  for  that  purpose.  The  ndvy  has  been  at  all  times  ready  ' 
to  perform  its  part  in  such  an  expedition ;  but  the  army  has  not  yet  been  able 
to  unite  in  a  conjoint  movement.  Neither  branch  of  the  service  can  expect  to 
be  successful  in  an  attack  upon  this  position  independent  of  the  other.  Were 
there  deep  water  at  Wilmington,  as  at  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Port  Royal, 
either  of  those  operations  could  have  been  repeated  at  that  point,  but  by  reason 
of  the  shoalness  of  the  water,  an  exclusively  naval  operation  cannot  be  relied 
upon  to  be  successful. 

WESTERN   GULF   SQUADRON. 

An  object  earnestly  cherished  by  the  navy,  but  which  had  been  delayed  for 
army  co-operation,  was  the  possession  of  the  bay  of  Mobile.  In  anticipation 
that  this  would  receive  early  attention,  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  rejoined  his 
squadron  in  January,  but  the  operation  was  still  further  postponed  for  military 
demonstrations  in  Texas  and  on  Red  river. 

Commodore  Bell,  who  had  been  left  in  charge,  actively  co-operated  with  the 
army  in  its  movements  for  the  occupation  of  certain  points  in  Texas. 

The  possession  and  occupation  of  Brownsville,  briefly  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  was  followed  by  a  like  movement  at  Brazos,  Aransas,  and  Cabello  passes, 
in  all  of  which  the  naval  forces  detailed  by  Commodore  Bell,  and  placed  under 
command  of  Commander  J.  H.  Strong,  afforded  all  required  assistance. 

Prior  to  the  occupation  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  mouth  of  that 
river  had  been  made  the  rendezvous  of  vessels  of  various  nationalities  engaged 
in  violating,  indirectly,  the  blockade ;  the  demoralized  condition  of  Mexico,  and 
the  mutual  rights  of  the  two  countries  on  the  river  and  at  its  entrance,  affording 
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unusiial  facilities  to  the  illicit  traders.  Commander  Strong  reported  some  sixty 
vessels  anchored  in  the  Mexican  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  carrying  on  an  exten 
sive  trade,  chiefly  in  cotton,  with  the  rebels  through  Matamoras,  which  had  thus 
suddenly  become  a  great  commercial  mart.  This  traffic,  which  had  been  prose- 
cuted with  success,  in  consequence  of  our  inability,  under  treaty  stipulations,  to 
completely  blockade  the  Rio  Grande,  was  effectually  stopped  by  the  occupation 
of  Brownsville,  which  was  followed  by  the  President's  proclamation  of  February 
18,  1864,  relaxing,  conditionally,  the  blockade  of  that  port. 

But  this  possession  of  the  several  ports  of  Texas  was  of  short  duration.  After 
a  few  months'  occupation  the  military  forces  were  withdrawn,  and  the  duty  of 
guarding  that  extensive  coast  was  thus  again  devolved  exclusively  upon  the 
navy.  Under  orders,  of  August  18,  to  Rear* Admiral  Farragut,  the  blockade 
was  resumed  on  the  9th  of  September,  and  has  been  since  maintained. 

The  bay  of  MobOe,  guarded  at  its  entrance  by  two  imposing  fortifications, 
constructed  by  the  federal  government  in  former  years,  was  difficult  to  blockade^ 
and  was  one  of  the  principal  ports  for  illicit  trade  with  the  rebels.  It  had  been 
the  steady  purpose  of  this  department  to  get  possession  of  that  bay  as  soon  as 
operations  on  the  Mississippi  would  permit  the  detachment  of  a  sufficient  co-op 
erating  military  force  for  the  expedition.  But  repeated  co-operative  movements 
having  this  purpose  in  view  were  commenced,  and  then  abandoned  for  army 
operations  elsewhere.  In  the  mean  time  the  rebels,  availing  themselves  of  this 
delay  and  of  the  advantages  of  this  position,  proceeded  to  the  collection  and 
construction  of  a  formidable  navy,  with  a  view  of  raising  the  blockade. 

The  information  received  was  of  such  a  character  that  the  department  deemed 
it  important  that  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  should  resume  his  command,  which  he 
did,  and  on  the  18th  of  January  arrived  off  Mobile.  It  was  ue  part  of  the 
plans  or  intentions  of  that  officer  or  of  the  department  to  await  the  offensive 
movements  of  the  rebel  commander.  To  attack,  not  to  defend,  was  his  policy ;. 
and  it  was  with  some  impatience  that  he  awaited  the  means  to  justify  him  in 
putting  that  policy  into  successful  operation.  Knowing  the  disadvantage  of 
attacking  iron-cased  vessels  with  wooden  ones,  and  that,  too,  in  the  face  and 
under  the  guns  of  heavy  fortresses  without  a  co-operating  land  force,  he  deferred 
the  movement  until  the  necessary  elements  of  success  could  reach  him.  But  in 
the  mean  time  he  stood  ever  ready  to  meet  and  measure  his  strength  with  the 
iron-clad  fleet  of  Buchanan,  should  it  venture  to  come  out.  Thus  he  constantly 
threatened  an  attack  on  Mobile,  thereby  aiding  the  army  in  its  general  move- 
ments elsewhere. 

Military  co-operation  was  secured  in  the  early  part  of  August,  and  two  iron- 
clads from  James  river,  and  two  from  the  Mississippi  having  reached  him,  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut,  at  5.40  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  August,  got  his 
fleet  under  way  and  entered  Mobile  bay,  passing  between  Forts  Morgan  and 
Gaines.  Silencing  their  guns  as  he  passed,  he  encountered  the  rebel  squadron, 
which  by  10  o'clock  was  dispersed,  captured,  or  destroyed.  This  engagement, 
in  many  respects  one  of  the  most  remarkable  on  record,  and  which  added  new 
lustre  even  to  the  renown  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut,  was  not  without  serious 
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I08B  on  the  part  of  his  fleet.  The  most  seriotis  of  these  was  the  destraction  of 
the  iron-clad  Tecomseh,  one  of  his  most  formidahle  vessels,  by  a  torpedo,  early  in  the 
action,  and  the  loss  of  her  gallant  commander,  T.  A.  M.  Graven,  and  nearly  all 
of  her  brave  officers  and  crew.  It  was  from  the  Tecomseh  that  the  first  shot, 
was  fired  at  Fort  Morgan.  The  total  casualties,  not  including  those  of  the 
Tecumseh,  were  fifty-two  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  wounded. 
*  After  the  capture  of  one  of  the  rebel  gunboats  by  the  Metacomet,  and  the 
retreat  of  two  others  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  the  iron-clad  ram  Ten- 
nessee, bearing  the  flag  of  the  rebel  Admiral  Buchanan,  maintained  the  contest. 
For  a  while  the  action  was  fierce  and  sanguinary.  The  wooden  ships  defiantly 
encountered  the  Tennessee,  although  her  armor  was  impervious  to  their  guns, 
while  our  iron-clads  grappled  fiercely  with  their  formidable  antagonist.  The 
Manhattan,  with  one  of  her  XY-inch  shot  broke  through  the  armor  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  monitor  shot  also  disabled  the  steering  gear,  and  thus  rendered 
her  helpless.  At  10  o'clock  she  surrendered.  Twenty  officers  and  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy  men  were  captured  in  this  vessel,  and  ninety  officers  and 
men  in  the  Selma.  The  capture  of  these  two  vessels,  and  the  retreat  of  the  two 
remaining  rebel  gunboats  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  terminated  the  glorious 
battle  of  the  5th  of  August. 

On  the  following  day  one  of  the  iron-clads  shelled  Fort  Gaines  with  such 
effect  that  Colonel  Anderson,  the  commander,  sent  a  communication  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut  offering  to  surrender.  General  Granger,  commanding  the 
United  States  military  forces  was  sent  for,  and  the  terms  of  capitulation  were 
signed  by  the  respective  parties  on  board  of  the  Hartford. 

From  this  time  onward  movements  were  in  progress  for  capturing  Fort 
Morgan,  and  on  the  22d  of  August,  at  day  dawn,  a  bombardment  was  opened 
from  the  shore  batteries,  the  monitors  and  ships  inside,  and  the  vessels  outside 
the  bay.  At  6  a.  m.  of  the  23d  a  white  flag  was  displayed  by  the  rebels,  and 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  the  fort  was  unconditionally  surrendered  to  the  navy  and 
army  of  the  United  States.  A  naval  shore  battery  did  good  service  on  this 
occasion. 

Fort  Powell  had  been  already  attacked  on  the  night  of  the  5th  and  blown 
up,  the  guns  falling  into  our  hands. 

The  capture  of  Forts  Powell,  Gaines,  and  Morgan,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
rebel  fleet,  gave  us  possession  of  the  bay,  and  closed  the  port  to  all  ingress  or 
egress  of  blockade  runners.  This  was  all  that  was  contemplated.  Possession 
of  the  city  of  Mobile  could  not  make  the  blockade  more  effectual,  and  without 
a  sufficient  co-operating  land  force,  which  could  not  then  be  spared  to  take  and 
hold  the  place,  further  demonstration  was  not  advisable. 

To  obstruct  naval  operations,  the  bay  had  been  strewn  with  torpedoes,  and 
as  late  as  the  13th  of  September  Hear- Admiral  Farragut  wrote  the  department 
that  he  was  still  engaged  in  removing  them.  One  hundred  it  was  reported  had 
been  placed  in  the  bay  by  the  rebels. 
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EAST  GULP  SQUADRON. 

The  limits  of  the  Eastern  Golf  squadron  have  heen  extended  so  as  to  em- 
brace within  its  croising  grounds  the  waters  of  the  Bahamas  and  the  vicinity 
of  Cuba. 

On  the  7th  of  August  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Bailej,  whose  health  was  suffer- 
ing from  the  debilitating  influence  of  the  climate,  turned  over  the  command  of 
the  squadron,  bj  permission  of  the  department,  to  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene, 
the  officer  next  in  rank,  and  came  north.  Captain  Greene  continued  in  com- 
mand until  the  12th  of  October,  Tvjhen  he  was  relieved  by  Acting  Rear- Admiral 
C.  K.  Striblmg. 

Notwithstanding  the  sanitary  precautions  adopted  for  the  health  of  this  squad- 
ron, many  of  the  vessels  failed  to  escape  the  infection  of  the  yellow  fever,  so 
much  and  so  justly  dreaded,  and  had  to  seek  a  northern  climate  during  the 
summer.  The  system  of  promptly  ordering  vessels  to  a  healthier  locality  the 
moment  they  became  infected  has  been  in  its  effects  salutary,  the  ravages  of  the 
disease  have  thereby  been  checked,  and  the  ship's  complement  soon  restored 
to  the  usual  standard  of  health. 

Although  the  squadron  was  temporarily  reduced  by  these  withdrawals,  no 
serious  interruption  took  place  in  the  disposition  of  the  blockade,  which  has 
continued  to  be  effective.  Less  frequent  captures,  and  other  indications,  demon- 
strate that  the  traffic  and  communication  with  the  Florida  coast  has  pretty 
much  ceased. 

The  monotony  of  blockade  life  has,  in  repeated  instances,  been  broken  by 
boat  expeditions  and  armed  incursions  for  the  destruction  of  salt  manufactories, 
which  abound  on  the  Florida  shore,  many  of  which  are  the  public  prop- 
erty of  the  insurgents.  These  expeditions,  although  apparently  unimport- 
ant when  compared  with  the  great  naval  achievements  which  have  given 
renown  to  our  sailors  in  neighboring  waters,  have  nevertheless  inflicted  serious 
injury  upon  the  rebels,  by  exhausting  their  resources,  and  have  developed  the 
zeal  and  energy  of  our  officers  and  seamen.  A  number  of  such  expeditions 
have  been  organized  during  the  year,  and  conducted  to  a  successful  issue  with 
little  loss  of  life,  and  'without  relaxing  or  neglecting  the  special  and  paramount 
service  of  the  blockade. 

In  May  an  expedition  was  planned  by  the  rebels  for  capturing  or  destroying 
one  of  our  blockading  steamers  off  Appalacbicola.  The  organization  consisted 
of  some  hundred  men  led  by  rebel  naval  officers.  Information  of  the  proposed 
movement  was  timely  received,  and  a  joint  naval  and  military  force  was  de- 
spatched against  the  party  and  succeeded  in  capturing  some  of  them,  with  six 
of  their  seven  boats,  their  ammunition,  flags,  and  accompaniments.  Detailed 
reports  of  this  affair,  as  well  as  of  others,  which  are  creditable  to  the  officers 
and  men  engaged  in  them,  form  a  part  of  the  appendix  to  this  report. 

SOUTH    ATLANTIC   SQUADRON. 

The  coast  under  blockade  by  the    South  Atlantic    squadron  is  about  three 
hundred  nules  in  extent,  and  a  considerable   portion  of  it  is  a  network  of  inleto 
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loss  on  the  part  of  his  fleet.  The  most  serious  of  these  was  the  destruction  of 
the  iron-clad  Tecumseh,  one  of  his  most  formidable  vessels,  by  a  torpedo,  early  in  the 
action,  and  the  loss  of  her  gallant  commander,  T.  A.  M.  Graven,  and  nearly  all 
of  her  brave  officers  and  crew.  It  was  from  the  Tecumseh  that  the  first  shot, 
was  fired  at  Fort  Morgan.  The  total  casualties,  not  including  those  of  the 
Tecumseh,  were  fifty-two  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy  wounded. 
*  After  the  capture  of  one  of  the  rebel  gunboats  by  the  Metacomet,  and  the 
retreat  of  two  others  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  the  iron-clad  ram  Ten- 
nessee, bearing  the  flag  of  the  rebel  Admiral  Buchanan,  maintained  the  contest. 
For  a  while  the  action  was  fierce  and  sanguinary.  The  wooden  ships  defiantly 
encoimtered  the  Tennessee,  although  her  armor  was  impervious  to  their  guns, 
while  our  iron-clads  grappled  fiercely  with  their  formidable  antagonist.  The 
Manhattan,  with  one  of  her  XY-inch  shot  broke  through  the  armor  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, and  a  monitor  shot  also  disabled  the  steering  gear,  and  thus  rendered 
her  helpless.  At  10  o'clock  she  surrendered.  Twenty  officers  and  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy  men  were  captured  in  this  vessel,  and  ninety  officers  and 
men  in  the  Selma.  The  capture  of  these  two  vessels,  and  the  retreat  of  the  two 
remaining  rebel  gunboats  tmder  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  terminated  the  glorious 
battle  of  the  5th  of  August. 

On  the  following  day  one  of  the  iron-clads  shelled  Fort  Gaines  with  such 
effect  that  Colonel  Anderson,  the  commander,  sent  a  communication  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Farragut  offering  to  surrender.  General  Granger,  commanding  the 
United  States  military  forces  was  sent  for,  and  the  terms  of  capitulation  were 
signed  by  the  respective  parties  on  board  of  the  Hartford. 

From  this  time  onward  movements  were  in  progress  for  capturing  Fort 
Morgan,  and  on  the  22d  of  August,  at  day  dawn,  a  bombardment  was  opened 
from  the  shore  batteries,  the  monitors  and  ships  inside,  and  the  vessels  outside 
the  bay.  At  6  a.  m.  of  the  23d  a  white  flag  was  displayed  by  the  rebels,  and 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  the  fort  was  unconditionally  surrendered  to  the  navy  and 
army  of  the  United  States.  A  naval  shore  battery  did  good  service  on  this 
occasion. 

Fort  Powell  had  been  already  attacked  on  the  night  of  the  5th  and  blown 
up,  the  guns  falling  into  our  hands. 

The  capture  of  Forts  Powell,  Gaines,  and  Morgan,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
rebel  fleet,  gave  us  possession  of  the  bay,  and  closed  the  port  to  all  ingress  or 
egress  of  blockade  runners.  This  was  all  that  was  contemplated.  Possession 
of  the  city  of  Mobile  could  not  make  the  blockade  more  effectual,  and  without 
a  sufficient  co-operating  land  force,  which  could  not  then  be  spared  to  take  and 
hold  the  place,  further  demonstration  was  not  advisable. 

To  obstruct  naval  operations,  the  bay  had  been  strewn  with  torpedoes,  and 
as  late  as  the  13th  of  September  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  wrote  the  department 
that  he  was  still  engaged  in  removing  them.  One  hundred  it  was  reported  had 
been  placed  in  the  bay  by  the  rebels. 
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EAST  GULP  SQUADRON. 

The  limits  of  the  Eastern  Golf  squadron  have  heen  extended  so  as  to  em- 
brace within  its  cruising  grounds  the  waters  of  the  Bahamas  and  the  vicinitj 
of  Cuba. 

On  the  7th  of  August  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bailey,  whose  health  was  suffer- 
ing from  the  debilitating  influence  of  the  climate,  turned  over  the  command  of 
the  squadron,  bj  permission  of  the  department,  to  Captain  Theodore  P.  Greene, 
the  officer  next  in  rank,  and  came  north.  Captain  Greene  continued  in  com- 
mand until  the  12th  of  October,  wjien  he  was  relieved  by  Acting  Rear- Admiral 
C.  K.  Stribling. 

Notwithstanding  the  sanitary  precautions  adopted  for  the  health  of  this  squad- 
ron, many  of  the  vessels  failed  to  escape  the  infection  of  the  yellow  fever,  so 
much  and  so  justly  dreaded,  and  had  to  seek  a  northern  climate  during  the 
summer.  The  system  of  promptly  ordering  vessels  to  a  healthier  locality  the 
moment  they  became  infected  has  been  in  its  effects  salutary,  the  ravages  of  the 
disease  have  thereby  been  checked,  and  the  ship's  complement  soon  restored 
to  the  usual  standard  of  health. 

Although  the  squadron  was  temporarily  reduced  by  these  withdrawals,  no 
serious  interruption  took  place  in  the  disposition  of  the  blockade,  which  has 
continued  to  be  effective.  Less  frequent  captures,  and  other  indications,  demon- 
strate that  the  traffic  and  communication  with  the  Florida  coast  has  pretty 
much  ceased. 

The  monotony  of  blockade  life  has,  in  repeated  instances,  been  broken  by 
boat  expeditions  and  armed  incursions  for  the  destruction  of  salt  manufactories, 
which  abound  on  the  Florida  shore,  many  of  which  are  the  public  prop- 
erty of  the  insurgents.  These  expeditions,  although  apparently  unimport- 
ant when  compared  with  the  great  naval  achievements  which  have  given 
renown  to  our  sailors  in  neighboring  waters,  have  nevertheless  inflicted  serious 
injury  upon  the  rebels,  by  exhausting  their  resources,  and  have  developed  the 
zeal  and  energy  of  our  officers  and  seamen.  A  number  of  such  expeditions 
liave  been  organized  during  the  year,  and  conducted  to  a  successful  issue  with 
little  loss  of  life,  and  without  relaxing  or  neglecting  the  special  and  paramount 
Bcn'ice  of  the  blockade. 

In  May  an  expedition  was  planned  by  the  rebels  for  capturing  or  destroying 
one  of  our  blockading  steamers  off  Appalachicola.  The  organization  consisted 
of  some  hundred  men  led  by  rebel  naval  officers.  Information  of  the  proposed 
movement  was  timely  received,  and  a  joint  naval  and  military  force  was  de- 
spatched against  the  party  and  succeeded  in  capturing  some  of  them,  with  six 
of  their  seven  boats,  their  ammunition,  flags,  and  accompaniments.  Detailed 
reports  of  this  affair,  as  well  as  of  others,  which  are  creditable  to  the  officers 
^d  men  engaged  in  them,  form  a  part  of  the  appendix  to  this  report. 

SOUTH  ATLANTIC  SQUADRON. 

The  coast  under  blockade  by  the    South  Atlantic   squadron  is  about  three 
^^ndred  miles  in  extent,  and  a  considerable   portion  of  it  is  a  network  of  inlets 
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and  Bounds.  Within  the  limits  of  this  command  are  two  of  the  chief  seaports 
of  the  insurgents — Charleston  and  Savannah— cities  of  wealth  and  marts  of 
commerce  in  other  days,  but  the  war  which  they  commenced,  and  which  they 
still  continue  to  wage  against  the  Union,  has  caused  each  of  them  to  be  sealed 
up,  and  has  destroyed  their  wealth  and  prosperity. 

The  craving  for  commerce  and  luxuries  at  Charleston,  which  the  rebellion 
has  not  extinguished,  with  the  increasing  hazards  of  running  the  blockade  at 
Wilmington,  have  prompted  some  reckless  adventurers  to  expose  their  fortunes 
in  efforts  to  elude  the  squadron  of  Admiral  Dahlgren.  Several  valuable  steam- 
ers having  been  lost  in  these  attempts,  the  efforts  were  for  a  time  almost 
entirely  discontinued. 

Charleston  and  Savannah,  besides  being  among  the  best  defended  points  on 
the  Atlantic  coast,  possess  advantages  for  a  navy,  on  which  the  insurgent  leaders 
felt  much  reliance  in  the  early  days  of  the  rebellion.  There  they  have  had 
armored  vessels,  and  rams,  and  torpedo-boats,  or  "  Davids"  and  "  Divers,"  ele- 
ments with  which  they  threatened  to  achieve  success  over  the  open  warfare  of 
the  naval  forces  of  the  Union.  Charleston,  disaffected  without  cause,  and  aspir- 
ing without  enterprise,  having,  after  long  and  persistent  efforts,  succeeded  in 
seducing  others  to  engage  with  her  in  assailing  the  national  government,  and  at- 
tempting a  dismemberment  of  the  Union,  fails  to  become  either  a  naval  or  com- 
mercial emporium.  She  has  dragged  down  others  without  elevating  herself,  and 
is  fast  becoming  a  waste. 

No  formidable  independent  operations,  in  the  form  of  naval  conflicts,  have 
been  made  by  the  squadron  during  the  year.  A  steady,  unrelenting  block- 
ade has  been  rigidly  enforced,  with  no  attractive  and  exciting  incidents,  but 
which  has  been  effective  and  exhausting  upon  the  tebels. 

In  February  a  detachment  of  vessels  was  sent  to  the  St.  John's  river  to  aid 
a  military  force  intended  to  be  thrown  into  Florida.  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren 
accompanied  the  expedition  in  person,  saw  the  proper  co-operative  arrangements 
made,  and  assigned  an  adequate  naval  force,  which  is  holding  possession  of  all 
points  on  the  St.  John's  occupied  by  our  army.  In  March  a  diversion  was 
made  at  Bull's  bay.  In  May  a  force  was  detailed  to  co-operate  in  an  effort  to 
sever  the  railroad  between  Charleston  and  Savannah.  A  detachment  of  iron- 
clads crossed  Stono  bar  in  July  to  assist  General  Foster  in  a  demonstration 
upon  the  rebel  works  on  Stnno  river  and  James's  island.  Rear- Admiral  Dahl- 
gren conducted  the  naval  force  in  person.  In  these  and  other  military  move- 
ments the  navy  has  been  always  active  and  ready  to  extend  cordial  co-operation 
to  every  army  operation. 

In  February  permission  was  given  to  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren  to  leave  his 
squadron  in  command  of  Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan.  On  resuming  his  duties  in 
May,  he  found  that  General  Gillmore  had  been  called,  with  the  greater  part  of 
his  army,  to  another  field,  leaving  behind,  however,  a  sufficient  defensive  force 
when  sustained  by  the  navy.  The  withdrawal  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
military  force  necessarily  put  a  stop  to  further  serious  demonstration  against 
Charleston. 
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The  retention  of  the  harbor,  as  well  as  the  entire  safety  of  that  coast,  depended 
thenceforward  mainly  on  the  iron-clads.  They  were  indispensable  for  the 
continued  possession  of  Morris  island  by  our  troops,  and  they  conld  not  have 
been  withdrawn  without  putting  in  jeopardy  the  blockading  fleet  which,  as  well 
as  the  land  force,  would  have  been  assailed  by  the  armored  rebel  vessels.  The 
capability  of  the  monitors  to  hold  position  off  Morris  island  had  been  contro- 
verted by  the  former  intelligent  commander  of  the  squadron,  who  denied  its 
practicability,  and  had  deemed  it  his  duty  in  June,  1863,  to  enter  a  protest 
against  it.  His  representations,  with  those  of  the  officers  then  in  command  of 
the  iron-clads,  that  those  vessels  could  not  remain  off  the  harbor,  nor  nearer  to 
that  point  than  North  Edisto,  with  other  suggested  difficulties,  caused  the  de- 
partment to  consider  well  its  purpose  before  carrying  out  the  original  order,  that 
the  monitors  should  remain  inside  the  bar  and  off  Morris  island,  as  the  only 
effectual  method  of  entirely  closing  the  port,  and  making  further  demonstrations. 

The  views  of  the  department  were  sustained  by  other  naval  officers  of  judg- 
ment and  ability.  Younger  officers  also  made  a  voluntary  tender  of  their  ser- 
vices, as  well  as  some  of  those  who  had  doubted,  each  offering  to  take  the  risks 
which  the  great  stake  justified;  while  the  sailors,  always  ready  for  any  service 
or  to  encounter  any  hardship,  imitated  and  emulated  their  example. 

The  result  has  been  that  Bear- Admiral  Dahlgren  has  kept  these  vessels  for 
seventeen  months  where  it  was  insisted  they  could  not  remain,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  original  seat  of  the  rebellion.  The  work  has  been  irksome  and 
laborious,  unremunerative,  and  perhaps  not  sufficiently  appreciated,  for  it  has 
been  quiet  and  undemonstrative,  without  those  occasional  captures  which,  be- 
fore taking  possession  of  the  harbor,  enlivened  and  rewarded  the  officers  and 
crews. 

Intelligence  that  the  rebels  were  strengthening  Fort  Sumter,  building  bomb- 
proofs  and  mounting  heavy  gnus  on  the  channel  faces,  led  Bear- Admiral  Dahl- 
gren early  in  the  summer  to  entertain  the  thought  of  attacking  that  fortification 
and  attempting  the  passage  with  his  iron-clads.  It  was  a  question  of  great  re- 
sponsibility, for  the  assault,  if  made,  would  draw  upon  the  vessels  the  concen- 
trated fire  of  many  powerful  batteries  ;  he  therefore  called  a  council  of  his  officers 
in  command,  and  after  a  full  discussion,  a  large  majority  deemed  it,  under  the 
drcumstances,  unadvisable.     It  was  consequently  abandoned. 

Several  creditable  incursions  have  been  made  at  various  points  within  the  limits 
of  this  command,  resulting  in  the  discomfiture  of  the  rebels.  Details  of  these, 
as  of  those  of  the  other  squadrons,  are  appended  to  this  report.  Occasional  as- 
saults have  been  made  upon  our  vessels  off  Charleston  by  torpedo-boats,  and  in 
one  instance  with  success,  by  sinking  the  steam-sloop-of-war  Housatonic,  but 
fortunately  with  little  loss  of  life. 

NORTH  ATLANTIC  SQUADRON. 

The  number  of  vessels  and  officers  and  men  employed  in  the  North  Atlantic 
squadron  exceeds  that  of  any  other,  and  its  importance  is  certainly  not  less.   In 
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addition  to  blockading  the  only  remaining  port  of  commercial  intercourse  in  the 
rebel  States,  on  this  squadron  has  devolved  the  duty  of  guarding  and  holding 
possession  of  the  great  inland  waters  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  an  ex- 
tensive co-operation  with  the  armies  which  are  threatening  Richmond  and  its 
vicinity. 

In  order  to  secure  the  most  thorough  and  efficient  discharge  of  duty  that  is 
possible  in  every  department  of  this  squadron,  and  especially  that  of  the  blockade 
of  Wilmington,  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee,  by  direction  of  the  department,  estab- 
lished four  divisions  of  the  squadron,  viz :  one  on  James  river,  one  in  the  sounds 
of  North  Carolina,  and  two  off  Cape  Fear  river  and  adjacent  inlets,  each  of  which 
was  placed  under  an  experienced  officer,  and  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee  removed 
his  headquarters  in  July  from  Hampton  Roads  to  Beaufort. 

For  some  months  previous  to  May  last  the  rebels  had  been  left  in  quiet  pos- 
session of  James  river  for  a  considerable  distance  below  Richmond,  but  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Potomac  army  towards  the  rebel  capital  was  the  signal  for  active 
operations  in  another  quarter.  On  the  5th  of  May  Major  General  Butler  moved 
his  army  from  Newport  News,  under  convoy  of  a  naval  force  which  had  been 
assembled  for  the  purpose,  up  James  river,  and  made  the  following  night  a  suc- 
cessful landing  at  Bermuda  Hundred  and  City  Point.  The  movement  was 
quietly  performed,  and  the  landing  was  promptly  effected.  The  absence  of  a 
military  or  naval  force  on  the  James  river  had  been  improved  by  the  rebels  to 
plant  in  its  bed  formidable  torpedoes,  by  which  twoof  the  light-draught  boats  were 
destroyed. 

From  the  landing  of  the  army  of  the  James  in  May,  a  naval  force  competent 
to  meet  the  armored  vessels  and  rams  of  the  insurgents,  had  they  made  a  demon- 
stration, has  been  maintained  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  James.  On  various 
occasions  sharp  but  brief  engagements  have  occurred  between  our  vessels  and  the 
rebel  batteries  forming  the  defence  of  Richmond. 

The  naval  force  had  anticipated  an  encounter  "wnth  the  rebel  fleet  which  had 
been  in  the  course  of  preparation  for  two  years,  but  the  military  commanders, 
out  of  abundant  precaution,  ordered  obstructions  to  be  placed  in  the  channel  by 
sinking  vessels  for  the  protection  of  the  large  transport  fleet  that  was  in  attend- 
ance upon  the  army,  and  which  it  was  apprehended  might  be  disturbed  and  per- 
haps endangered  in  the  narrow  waters,  were  a  demonstration  to  be  made  by  all 
or  any  portion  of  the  rebel  navy.  The  security  of  the  transports  was  justly 
deemed  of  vital  importance  to  the  army,  and  required  to  be  placed  beyond  any 
contingency.  Hence  this  obstruction  of  the  river,  in  addition  to  the  protection 
afforded  by  our  iron-clads  and  other  naval  vessels,  was  doubtless  a  wise  military 
precaution,  although  it  restricted  the  movements  of  the  navy.   . 

The  operations  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  have  been  interesting  and 
important.  It  had  been  a  cherished  idea  of  the  rebel  leaders  to  repossess  them- 
selves of  the  sounds,  and  to  regain  the  principal  places  on  them,  which  had  been 
wrested  from  rebel  authority  early  in  the  war  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  army 
and  navy.    Preparations  were  long  in  progress  for  the  construction  of  armored 
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vessels,  and  others  of  light  draught,  on  the  Roanoke  and  Neuse  rivers,  with  intent 
to  descend  and  dnve  out  from  the  sounds  onr  fleet  of  slightly  built  wooden  boats, 
recapture  Plymouth,  Newbern,  and  other  points  held  by  our  arms,  and  re-establish 
rebel  power  in  that  quarter.  These  schemes,  though  partially  successful  at  the 
commencement^  soon  closed  in  disaster. 

Delays  in  the  completion  of  the  armored  vessels  ordered  by  the  department, 
and  especially  intended  for  service  in  shallow  waters,  which  were  inaccessible  to 
the  monitor  vessels  already  built,  jeoparded  onr  possession  of  the  sounds.  There 
was  also  the  want  of  an  adequate  military  force  in  that  quarter. 

On  the  1 7th  of  April  the  rebels  besieged  Plymouth,  and  two  days  after  th^ 
rebel  ram  Albemarle  descended  the  Roanoke  river  and  attacked  the  wooden 
gonboats  lying  off  that  town.  On  the  20th  the  defences  were  carried,  the  gar- 
rison became  prisoners,  and  the  rebels  obtained  possession  of  the  upper  sound. 
In  consequence  of  army  reverses,  vigorous  measures  were  immediately  taken  by 
this  department  to  prevent  further  disaster.  Captain  Melancton  Smith,  au  officer 
of  much  naval  experience,  was  sent  to  the  sounds  with  vessels  of  heavier  armament, 
and  instructed  to  take  command,  attack  the  armored  ram  at  all  hazards,  and  use  all 
means  to  destroy  her.  On  the  dth  of  May  the  ram  came  out  of  Roanoke  river,  and 
Captain  Smith  engaged  her  with  his  gunboats.  The  action  continued  from  4.40 
to  7.30  p.  m.,  when  darkness  intervened,  and  the  Albemarle  retreated  up  the 
liver.  Shot  fell  from  her  armor  apparently  without  effect,  and  the  efforts  to  run 
her  down  were  unsuccessful.  Her  consort,  a  small  army  steamer  which  had 
been  captured  and  converted  into  a  naval  vessel,  was  recaptured. 

On  but  one  subsequent  occasion  did  the  Albemarle  make  her  appearance, 
and  then  she  quickly  retired  on  being  fired  at.  As  there  was  no  known  cause 
to  prevent  her  making  another  demonstration,  a  competent  naval  force  was 
always  in  readiness  to  meet  her.  But  the  inactivity  of  awaiting  her  movements 
was  irksome  and  paralyzing,  and.  her  destruction  by  other  means  became  an 
object. 

Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing,  a  young  officer  who  had  on  previous  occasions 
gained  the  admiration  of  the  department  by  his  daring  and  adventurous  heroism, 
was  selected  to  destroy  the  Albemarle  by  a  torpedo,  properly  arranged  in  a 
light  picket-boat,  to  be  placed  at  his  disposal.  The  torpedo  is  the  invention  of 
Chief  Engineer  W.  W.  Wood,  and  possesses  extraordinary  power.  It  was 
arranged  and  applied  to  the  picket  boat  at  the  suggestion  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Rear-Admiral  F.  H.  Gregory  and  his  able  assistants.  Lieutenant 
Cushing  was  directed  to  have  the  means  for  carrying  out  the  views  of  the 
department  prepared,  and  when  these  were  completed  it  was  quickly  and  bril- 
liantly executed.  With  fourteen  brave  officers  and  men,  who  volunteered  for 
the  service,  he,  on  the  night  of  October  27,  ascended  the  Roanoke  to  Plymouth, 
assailed  the  ram  at  her  wharf,  though  guarded  by  a  military  force  on  shore,  as 
well  as  by  her  crew,  and  sunk  her.  Only  himself  and  one  of  his  party  escaped 
death  or  capture. 
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This  daring  and  successful  exploit  removed  the  reliable  defence  of  Pljmontli. 
Commander  Macomb,  senior  officer  in  the  sounds,  promptly  availed  himself  of 
the  advantages  of  Lieutenant  Cushing's  achievement.  With  the  naval  force  at  his 
command  he  pressed  on  to  Plymouth,  drove  the  rebels  from  their  rifle  pits  and 
batteries,  and  on  the  Slst  of  October  took  possession  of  the  place,  capturing  a 
few  prisoners,  thirty-two  cannon,  small  arms  and  ammunition,  thus  re-estab- 
lishing the  Union  supremacy  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

From  July,  1863,  when  the  rebels  were  driven  from  Morris  island  by  the 
combined  forces  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren  and  Major  General  Gillmore,  and 
the  navy  thereby  gained  command  of  the  entrance  to,  and  possession  of,  Charleston 
harbor,  so  that  monitor  vessels  could  remain  inside,  blockade  running  ceased 
almost  entirely  in  that  quarter,  and  was  transferred  to,  and  vigorously  prosecuted 
at,  Wilmington. 

This  locality  possesses  singular  natural  advantages  to  resist  a  blockade,  to 
which  the  rebels  hav^  added  others  in  the  way  of  earthworks,  with  powerful 
guns,  to  cover  the  blockade  runners,  and  to  open  on  our  vessels  whenever  they 
come  within  range.  These  shore  batteries  were  made  to  command  the  several 
channels  and  the  numerous  inlets  in  that  quarter. 

The  difficulties  of  closing  this  port  entirely,  while  rebel  forts  command  the 
channels,  and  which  none  of  our  ships  with  heavy  broadside  batteries  can  ap- 
proach, by  reason  of  the  extreme  shallowness  of  the  water,  can  be  rightly  ap- 
preciated by  those  only  who  are  familiar  with  the  locality,  and  have  had  ex- 
perience on  that  station.  Without  a  co-operating  land  force,  it  is  not  expected 
that  we  could  close  the  port  of  Wilmington.  There  has  been  no  time  within 
the  last  two  years  when  the  navy  has  not  been  ready  and  anxious  to  perform 
its  part  in  such  an  expedition,  for  possession  of  the  entrances  to  Cape  Fea 
river  is  a  necessity  to  stop  entirely  all  ingress  to  or  egress  from  that  place.  Running 
the  blockade  at  that  point  has  been  made  a  matter  of  business  by  foreign  capi- 
talists, as  well  as  by  the  rebels.  Such  has  been  and  is  the  stringency  of  the 
blockade,  that  articles  of  commerce  command  fabulous  prices  throughout  the 
whole  insurrectionary  region,  thereby  stimulating  the  cupidity  of  reckless  neu- 
trals. But  while  a  successful  trip  begets  large  profits,  the  blockade  has  not 
been  violated  with  impunity.  Heavy  losses  have  befallen  most  of  those  who 
have  been  engaged  io  the  illicit  trade.  Sixty-five  steamers,  the  aggregate  value 
of  which,  with  their  cargoes,  will  scarcely  fall  short  of  thirteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, have  been  captured  or  destroyed  in  endeavoring  to  enter  or  escape  from 
Wilmington.  Over  fifty  such  results  have  occurred  since  IjLear- Admiral  Dahlgren 
anchored  his  monitor  fleet  inside  of  Charleston  bar  and  closed  that  port  to 
commerce. 

Some  idea  of  the  difficulty  of  closing  the  main  entrances  to  Cape  Fear  river, 
which  are  nearly  forty  miles  apart,  can  be  formed  when  it  is  considered  that 
with  fifty  of  our  steamers,  some  of  them  the  fastest  in  the  service,  stationed 
and  distributed  by  naval  officers  of  intelligence  and  experience,  off  those  en- 
trances, blockade  runners,  watching  their  opportunity,  and  availing  themselves 
of  dark  nights,  good  pilots  and  extraordinary  speed,  succeed  in  getting  into  and 
out  of  Wilmington. 
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Acting  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  who  for  two  years  Las  been  in  command  of 
this  squadron,  discharging  his  arduous  duties  with  intelligence  and  fidelity,  was 
relieved  bj  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  who  took  command  of  the  North  Atlantic 
squadron  on  the  12th  of  October. 

MISSISSIPPI  SQUADRON. 

The  events  of  the  year  have  furnished  additional  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
policy  which  dictated  the  organization  of  a  powerful  and  efficient  squadron  on 
the  rivers  of  the  interior.  Its  usefulness  has  been  demonstrated  on  many  occa- 
sions and  in  various  ways.  Whether  in  convoying  transports  laden  with  sol- 
diers or  supplies  destined  for  the  army,  or  merchandise  and  produce  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  in  assisting  in  repelling  attacks  upon  weak  military  posts ;  in  rendering 
more  safe  the  navigation  of  the  streams  to  commerce  and  travel ;  in  independent 
naval  expeditions,  or  in  co-operating  in  extensive  military  movements,  its  im- 
portance has  been  manifested. 

To  obtain  possession  of  the  Mississippi,  and  constantly  patrol  that  great  stream 
firom  Cairo  to  New  Orleans,  is  in  itself  a  work  of  vast  magnitude.  By  it  the 
rebel  combinations  have  been  broken,  and  their  organization  severed,  as  it  were, 
by  an  impassable  gulf.  The  Ohio,  Tennessee,  and  Cumberland  rivers  have 
likewise  been  patrolled.  Thus  loyal  citizens  in  their  vicinity  have  been  pro- 
tected, refuge  has  been  afforded  to  those  escaping  from  anarchy  and  oppression, 
and  partisan  bands  have  been  dispersed. 

To  insure  a  systematic  and  vigorous  execution  of  the  duties  devolving  on  the 
squadron,  the  waters  traversed  by  it  have  been  divided  into  ten  naval  districts, 
each  under  the  command  of  an  experienced  officer.  While  the  vessels  in  each 
district  have  their  appropriate  field  of  duty,  they  are  held  ready  to  support  each 
other  when  occasion  requires,  and  can  be  readily  concentrated  when  an  emer- 
gency demands  it. 

The  squadron  is  composed,  to  a  great  extent,  of  boats  that  had  been  employed 
in  the  carrying  trade,  but  which  have  been  purchased,  strengthened,  and  fitted  for 
war  purposes.  They  are  necessarily  inferior  to  naval  built  vessels  in  strength  ; 
they  are  lightly  armed,  and  consequently  more  liable  to  disaster.  But  their  cost 
is  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  iron-clad  vessels,  or  those  of  heavy  structure  for 
ocean  service.  The  most  extensive  operations  of  the  Mississippi  squadron  dur- 
ing the  year  have  been  in  connexion  with  the  military  expedition  on  the  Red 
river,  which,  with  the  attending  incidents,  form  an  interesting  page  in  the  an- 
nals of  the  war.  The  failure  of  this  conjoint  expedition  to  accomplish  the  im- 
portant results  desu*ed  and  anticipated  are  attributable  to  causes  beyond  human 
control,  and  to  the  want  of  success  on  the  part  of  the  military  arm  of  the  ser- 
vice. So  far  as  the  navy  was  concerned,  the  expedition  was  chiefly  one  of  co- 
operation with  the  army.  It  possessed,  however,  within  itself  the  elements  of 
success  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  had  not  natural  obstacles  intervened 
its  history  might  have  been  not  less  brilliant  than  the  record  of  other  achieve 
ments  of  this  squadron. 
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On  the  7tli  of  March  Rear- Admiral  Porter  had  assembled  at  the  mouth  of  Bed 
river  a  formidable  fleet  of  iron-clad  vessels  and  of  light-draught  wooden  boats  for 
co-operation  with  the  arm^,  and  was  there  joined  by  a  portion  of  M^or  General 
Sherman's  force  in  transports,  under  the  command  of  General  A.  J.  Smith. 

The  joint  forces  moved  up  the  river  on  the  12th  of  March  to  form  a  junction 
with  Major  General  Banks  at  Alexandria.  In  their  progress  some  of  the  vessels 
branched  off  into  the  Atchafalaya,  while  the  main  poition  continued  up  Red 
river.  The  rebels  were  driven  in  turn  from  Simmsport  and  Fort  DeRussy,  the 
latter  falling  again  into  our  possession,  with  its  guns  and  munitions  of  war  and 
a  few  prisoners.  Some  of  the  fleetest  vessels  were  despatched  to  Alexandria 
with  the  hope  of  cutting  oflT  the  rebels  in  their  retreat,  but  without  success. 
That  place  was  occupied  by  our  forces,  and  about  the  first  of  April  both  army 
and  navy  commenced  to  move  up  the  river  towards  Shreveport.  A  part  only 
of  the  naval  force  could  proceed  further  up  the  river  than  Alexandria,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  they  reached  that  point.  But  the  assistance  of  the  gunboats  was 
so  essential  to  success,  that  some  risks  had  to  be  taken,  and  extraordinary  exer- 
tions were  made  to  pass  the  vessels  over  the  falls  so  as  to  give  the  required  co- 
operation. Main  force  had  to  be  used  to  haul  the  gunboats.  But  Grand  Ecore 
was  reached  without  accident,  and  occupied  without  opposition.  There  were  at 
this  time  indications  of  the  usual  rise  of  the  season  in  the  river,  and  everything 
promised  success.  Twenty-three  heavy  guns  had  been  captured  from  the  rebels 
since  the  entry  into  that  river.  Springfield  landing  was  designated  as  the  point, 
for  the  next  junction  of  the  co-operating  forces,  and  it  was  reached  at  the  ap- 
pointed time,  three  days  after  leaving  Ecore,  by  six  gunboats  and  twenty  heary 
transports.  Here  they  learned  that  the  army  under  General  Banks  had  met  a 
reverse,  and  was  falling  back  to  Pleasant  Hill,  some  distance  below.  Rear-Admirm] 
Porter  was  therefore  compeUed  to  turn  back,  with  the  fall  knowledge  that  in 
retracing  his  steps  he  would  be  interrupted  at  every  assailable  point.  The  rebels, 
flushed  with  their  success  against  the  army,  availed  themselves  of  every  oppor- 
tunity which  offered  for  harassing  the  gunboats  and  transports. 

Their  cavalry  and  artillery,  taking  advantage  of  the  winding  stream,  moved 
rapidly  from  point  to  point,  attacking  on  every  available  occasion.  But  the 
gunboats  successfully  fought  their  way,  and  from  time  to  time  repelled  their  as- 
sailants with  terrible  slaughter. 

On  the  1 4th  of  April  Rear- Admiral  Porter  got  back  to  Grand  Ecore,  where  he 
found  the  vessels  which  he  had  left  at  that  point  still  detained  above  the  bar. 
The  river,  instead  of  rising  as  customary  at  this  season,  had  fallen  during  his 
absence.  The  army  was  preparing  to  move  back  upon  Alexandria ;  the  water 
having  so  receded  there  was  little  hope  of  getting  the  vessels  out,  and  destruc- 
tion apparently  awaited  the  best  portion  of  the  squadron.  But,  in  the  words  of  the 
admiral,  "  Providence  provided  a  man  for  the  occasion."  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Joseph  Bailey,  acting  engineer  of  the  19th  army  corps,  an  intelligent  and  effi- 
cient officer,  devised  a  plan  for  the  construction  of  a  series  of  dams  across  the 
rocks  at  the  falls ;  thus  by  artificial  means  to  supply  that  which  nature  with- 
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held — ^a  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  the  passage  of  the  vessels.  Extraordinary 
as  was  the  project,  and  received  with  incredulity,  the  mind  that  conceived  it  was 
enabled  to  carry  it  into  successful  execution.  Men  were  set  to  work ;  wood- 
cutters collected ;  quarries  opened ;  and,  after  some  weeks,  the  undertaking  was 
accomplished.  The  dams  were  huilt,  the  vessels  passed  safely  over  the  falls  to 
the  delight  of  the  assembled  army  and  navy  who  had  mutually  participated  in 
the  work,  and  on  the  16th  of  May  Rear- Admiral  Porter  had  the  satisfaction  of 
announcing  that  the  fl^et  was  relieved  from  danger.  There  is  probably  in  nava] 
histoiy  no  other  instance  of  such  peril  and  difficulty  so  successfully  and  skilfully 
surmounted. 

Congress  very  appropriately  acknowledged  the  meritorious  services  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Bailey  on  this  occasion,  and  they  have  been  still  further  recog- 
nized by  his  promotion. 

Interesting  details  of  this  and  minor  expeditions  on  the  Washita,  Arkansas, 
Black,  and  Yazoo  rivers,  will  be  found  in  the  official  appendix  to  this  report. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter,  having  been  for  nearly  two  years  on  arduous  and  ex- 
hausting duty  in  this  command,  received  leave  to  return  east  in  the  summer,  and 
was  subsequently  detached  in  order  to  take  command  of  the  North  Atlantic 
squadron.  Captain  A.  M.  Pennock,  senior  officer  on  the  station,  was  left  in 
charge.  On  the  1st  of  November  Acting  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee  assumed 
command  of  the  Mississippi  squadron,  and  entered  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties 

V  POTOMAC   FLOTILLA. 

« 

The  limits  of  the  Potomac  flotilla  embrace  also  the  waters  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, and  at  present  and  during  the  year  have  been  under  the  command  of 
Commander  Foxhall  A.  Parker.  Upon  the  flotilla  has  devolved  the  duty  of 
arresting  the  contraband  trade  attempted  to  be  carried  on  across  the  Potomac 
from  Virginia  with  the  lower  counties  of  Maryland,  and  extending  from  Alex- 
andna  to  Chesapeake  bay,  including  the  bay  itself.  It  has  also  been  necessary 
to  patrol  and  guard  the  Rappahannock.  The  small  craft,  which  are  the  ve- 
hicles of  this  traffic,  and  adapted  to  it,  are  well  calcidated  to  elude  detection  • 
Those  engaged  in  it  are  reckless,  unscrupulous,  and  unprincipled,  so  that 
on  no  statiou  are  greater  vigilance  and  more  unceasing  watchfulness  required 
than  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  flotilla.  It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  wholly  prevent  this  species  of  illicit  traffic  and  blockade  running.  With  so 
long  a  line  of  communication  to  be  patrolled,  opportunities  will  sometimes  be 
foon^  by  the  contrabandists,  who  are  ever  on  the  watch,  and  who  are  aided  by 
Bjmpathizing  associates  on  either  shore,  to  elude  detection  and  capture.  Num- 
bers have,  however,  been  captured  during  the  year  while  in  transit ;  others  have 
been  ferreted  out  and  their  boats  have  been  destroyed. 

At  all  timeB  and  on  all  occasions  the  flotilla  has  given  its  active  and  willing 
co-operalion  to  the  military  movements.  While  the  army  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fredericksburg  last  spring  and  summer,  the  services  of  the  smaller  steamers  on 
the  Rappahannock  were  efficient  and  invaluable.  They  opened  communication 
wiA  the  military  forces ;  cleared  large  numbers  of  torpedoes  from  the  river; 

II  N 
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drove  the  rebels  from  its  banks ;  convoyed  transports  with  troops  and  supplies 
going  to  the  army,  and  returning  with  the  wounded  and  sick  from  the  battle- 
field. The  vessels  which  are  employed  in  this  service  are  of  light  draught,  and 
their  construction  is  necessarily  slight,  consequently  those  who  serve  on  boazd 
of  them  in  a  hostile  country  are  exposed  to  more  than  ordinary  peril.  But 
whether  in  clearing  the  banks  of  the  Bappahannock  of  sharpshooters,  or  re- 
moving from  its  bed  dangerous  torpedoes,  no  less  daring  and  energy  have  been 
exhibited  than  by  others  in  vessels  of  larger  proportions  and  with  greata* 
protection. 

PACIFIC   SQUADRON. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  strength  of  this  squadron  within 
the  past  year.  The  new  steamer  Wateree  joined  it,  and  orders  have  been  given 
detaching  the  Narragansett  and  ordering  her  to  the  Atlantic  States. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Charles  H.  Bell,  having  had  command  of  the  squadron 
for  three  years,  has  been  recently  relieved  by  Acting  Rear- Admiral  George  F. 
Pearson ;  the  transfer  took  place  at  Panama  on  the  25th  of  October. 

No  hostile  craft  has  made  its  appearance  in  the  Pacific,  and  our  commerce 
has  been  carried  on  in  its  usual  channels  without  interruption,  other  than  that 
necessarily  caused  by  the  measures  of  foreign  powers  in  an  attitude  of  hostility 
towards  each  other. 

The  blockade  of  Mexican  ports  on  the  Pacific  by  the  French  fleet  rendered 
it  important  for  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bell  to  remain  several  months  in  that 
quarter  with  his  flag-ship,  in  order  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  United 
States.  An  exception  in  favor  of  the  steamers  of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company,  made  in  the  declaration  of  blockade,  gave  them  the  continued  use  of 
the  harbor  of  Acapulco  as  an  intermediate  depot,  and  the  presence  of  the  flag- 
ship, or  some  other  one  of  the  vessels  at  that  port,  has  aided  in  giving  protection 
to  the  property  of  the  company  against  the  acts  of  lawless  persons,  and  inspired 
those  on  board  the  steamers  with  a  feeling  of  security  from  assaults  of  insurgent 
cruisers  from  seaward. 

About  the  middle  of  April  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bell  proceeded  from  Acapulco 
to  Panama,  and  thence  to  Callao,  at  which  port  he  arrived  on  the  25th  of  May, 
1864. 

Difficulties  had  arisen  between  Peru  and  Spain,  which  resulted  in  the  seizure, 
by  the  naval  squadron  of  the  latter,  of  the  Chincha  islands,  and  it  was  essential 
that  our  extensive  fleet  of  guano  vessels  frequenting  that  quarter  should  have 
within  reach  an  armed  vessel  of  their  own  country  to  give  aid  and  security  in  the 
event  of  unnecessary  interruption  of  their  interests.  The  threatening  attitude 
of  these  two  powers  induced  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Bell  to  remain  with  the  flag, 
ship  at  Callao  from  May  imtil  the  5th  of  October.  The  remaining  vessels  of  the 
squadron  have  visited  the  Mexican  and  Central  American  ports,  and  it  is  not 
known  that  they  have  failed  in  any  respect  to  respopd  to  all  proper  appeals  of 
our  countrymen  for  aid  and  encouragement,  or  to  observe  and  scrupulously 
regard  the  rights  of,  and  courtesies  due  to,  friendly  nations. 
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Rumors  or  reports  of  a  rebel  privateer  fitting  out  at  Victoria,  Vancouver's 
island,  drew  to  that  quarter  the  United  States  steamer  Narragansett  from  San 
Francisco.  The  probability  of  such  a  scheme  being  carried  into  effect  was 
ascertained  to  be  not  greater  than  that  which  had  but  a  short  time  previously 
drawn  the  United  States  steamer  Saginaw  to  that  locality.  After  cruising, 
therefore,  a  short  time  in  the  Straits  of  Fuca  and  Puget's  sound,  and  receiving 
the  friendly  assurances  of  her  Britanic  majesty's  authorities  that  every  effort 
would  be  made  to  discountenance  and  arrest  any  proposed  violation  of  neutrality, 
the  Narragansett  returned  to  San  Francisco. 

WEST  INDIA  SQUADRON. 

The  West  India  squadron,  as  an  organization,  has  been  discontinued.  Acting 
Rear- Admiral  James  L.  Lardner,  who  had  command  of  it  at  the  date  of  my 
last  annual  report,  arrived  at  Hampton  Roads,  in  the  Powhatan,  on  the  3d  of 
October,  in  pursuance  of  orders  of  the  department. 

The  principal  objects  for  which  this  squadron  was  created  had  ceased  to  be 
prominent,  and  the  chief  duties  originally  assigned  to  it  have  been  transferred 
to  the  East  Gulf  squadron.  There  have  been  no  depredations  committed  in  that 
quarter  during  the  past  year.  The  vessels  of  the  squadron  have,  in  turn,  given 
safe  convoy  to  the  California  steamers  over  the  most  exposed  section  of  their 
route.  This  convoy  has  been  since,  when  expedient,  extended  over  the  entire 
route,  by  detailing  an  armed  vessel  to  accompany  each  steamer. 

PIRATICAL  CRUISERS. 

The  three  English-built  piratical  cruisers  which,  under  the  rebel  flag,  have, 
during  the  last  two  years,  roamed  the  seas,  robbing  and  destroying  our  mer- 
chantmen, shunning  all  armed  antagonists,  and  hav«  found  refuge  and  protec- 
tion, and  too  often  supplies  and  other  assistance  in  neutral  ports,  have  termina- 
ted their  predatory  career.  Their  unrestrained  warfare  has  undoubtedly  had 
the  effect  of  diminishing  American  tonnage,  and  caused  a  transfer  of  American 
shipping  to  Engli:$h  and  other  flags.  Whether  the  maritime  nations  of  the 
world  will  be  ultimately  benefited  by  this  policy  of  fostering  rebel  belligerents 
may  well  be  doubted.  We  have  been  compelled  to  encounter  it  as  one  of  the 
incidents  of  this  extraordinary  and  unnatural  conflict.  While  notoriously  en- 
gaged in  plunder  and  in  the  wanton  destruction  of  our  merchant  sailing  ships, 
these  English-built,  and  almost  exclusively  English-manned,  rovers  have  never, 
during  their  entire  piratical  career,  and  of  all  of  their  many  captures  on  various 
seas,  sent  in  for  adjudication  and  condemnation  a  single  ship  or  cargo.  The 
less  bulky  and  more  valuable  portions  of  their  robberies  were  taken  on 
board  the  corsairs  to  be  sold  or  covertly  transferred  in  neutral  ports,  while  the 
stolen  chronometers  and  a  few  mementoes  were  retained  as  memorials  of  their 
achievements.    All  else  was  destroyed. 

The  Alabama,  eluding  our  naval  vessels  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and 
Straits  of  Sunda,  after  committing  sundry  devastations,  returned  westward  and 
proceeded  to  the  French  port  of  Cherbourg.    Information  of  her  arrival  Yras 
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communicated  to  Captain  Winslow,  of  the  Kearsarge,  then  at  Flushing,  who  at 
once  proceeded  off  the  harbor,  and  at  10.20  a.  m.,  on  Sunday,  Jane  19,  the 
Alabama  was  discovered  standing  out,  accompanied  by  a  French  iron-clad 
steamer  and  the  English  yacht  Deerhound.  When  the  Alabama  uma  descried 
the  Kearsarge  was  about  three  miles  from  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  to 
avoid  any  question  as  to  the  line  of  jurisdiction,  as  well  as  to  draw  the  Alabama 
off  shore,  so  that  if  disabled  she  could  not  flee  in  for  protection,  the  Kearsarge 

stood  to  seaward  until  she  had  attained  the  distance  of  about  seven  miles  from 
the  shore.  At  10.50  she  came  quick  about  and  approached  the  Alabama,  and 
at  10.57  the  Alabama  commenced  the  action  with  her  starboard  broadside  at 
one  thousand  yards  range.  At  11  the  fire  was  returned  by  the  Kearsarge,  and 
the  vessels  came  fairly  into  action  at  aboi^t  nine  hundred  yards  distance. 

Captain  Winslow  says  it  was  soon  apparent  that  Semmes  did  not  seek  close 
action,  and  fears  were  entertained  that  after  some  fighting  he  would  make  for 
the  shore.  To  defeat  this  Captain  Winslow  determined  to  keep  full  steam  on, 
run  under  the  stern  of  the  Alabama  and  rake ;  but  the  Alabama,  by  sheering 
and  keeping  her  broadside  to  the  Kearsarge,  was  forced  with  a  full  bead  of 
steam  into  a  circular  track. 

On  the  seventh  rotation  the  Alabama  headed  for  the  shore,  disabled  and  at 
the  mercy  of  the  Kearsarge.  A  few  well-directed  shots  brought  down  her  flag 
a  white  one  was  displayed,  and  the  fire  of  the  Kearsarge  was  reserved.  In 
about  two  minutes  the  Alabama  again  opened  fire.  The  Kearsarge  replied,  steamed 
ahead  and  laid  across  the  bows  of  the  Alabama  for  raking.  The  fire  oi  the 
Kearsarge  being  again  reserved,  boats  were  lowered  and  an  officer  in  one  of 
them  came  alongside  at  12.10  and  surrendered  the  Alabama,  which  he  said  was 
in  a  sinking  condition,  and  at  12.24  she  went  down. 

The  launch  and  seconcT  cutter  of  the  Kearsarge,  the  only  boats  not  disabled, 
were  sent  to  receive  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  sinking  vessel,  and  Captain 
Winslow  requested  the  Deerhound,  which  came  alongside,  to  assist  in  the  res- 
cue. Two  pilot-boats  were  also  engaged  in  picking  up  the  crew.  Six  officers 
and  sixty -four  men  were  brought  on  board  the  Kearsarge.  At  3.10  the  Elear* 
sarge  let  go  her  anchor  in  seven  fathoms  water. 

The  Alabama  is  reported  to  have  discharged  three  hundred  and  seventy  <» 
more  shot  and  shell  in  this  engagement,  but  inflicted  no  serious  damage  on  the 
Kearsarge.  Thirteen  or  fourteen  took  effect  in  and  about  the  hull,  and  sixteen 
or  seventeen  about  the  masts  and  rigging. 

The  Kearsarge  fired  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  projectiles,  of  which  one 
alone  killed  and  wounded  eighteen  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  and  disabled  one 
of  her  guus. 

Three  persons  were  wounded  on  the  Kearsarge.  The  number  of  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  Alabama  is  unknown.  Seventeen  of  the  wounded,  two  of  them 
in  a  dymg  condition,  were  brought  on  board  the  Kearsarge.  One  hundred  and 
fifteen  officers  and  men  of  the  Alabama's  crew  reached  the  shores  of  England 
and  France. 

The  battery  of  the  Kearsarge  consisted  of  seven  guns,  viz :  two  Xl-inch,  one 
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30-ponnder  rifle,  and  four  light  32-pounder8.  That  of  the  Alabama  consisted  of 
eight  guns — one  heavy  68-pounder,  of  9,000  pounds  weight;  one  lOO-pounder 
rifle,  and  six  heavy  32-pounders.  In  the  engagement  the  Alabama  fought  seven 
guns  and  the  Kearsarge  five. 

This  has  been  the  only  fair  and  open  sea  fight  which  our  naval  men  have  been 
able  to  secure,  as  yet,  during  the  war ;  and  it  occurred  in  the  English  channel,  in 
sight  of  the  two  great  maritime  powers  of  Europe.  In  size,  armament,  and 
complement  of  men,  the  combatants  were  as  near  equal  perhaps  as  could  have 
been  arranged.  Most  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama  were  Englishmen,  and  the  gun- 
ners admitted  to  have  been  picked  men  of  her  Majesty's  gunnery  ship  the  Excellent. 

Some  latent  remains  of  pride  which  belong  to  the  profession,  and  which 
annnated  his  earlier  and  more  honorable  life  while  sailing  under  the  American 
flag,  undoubtedly  had  an  influence  in  inducing  the  pirate  commander  to  meet  a 
naval  antagonist,  after  his  long  career  of  robbery  and  plunder  of  unarmed  ves- 
sels, in  the  vain  hope  that  it  might,  if  successful,  restore  to  him  some  portion  of 
the  respect  he  had  forfeited,  and  at  the  same  time  relieve  him  of  some  of  the 
debasement  he  has  never  ceased  to  feel,  even  when  applauded  by  those  foreign 
partisans  who  hated  tlie  country  he  had  deserted.  But  the  same  dishonor 
marked  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  as  during  his  whole  ignoble  career.  Before 
leaving  Cherbourg  he  deposited  the  chronometers  and  other  trophies  of  his 
robberies  on  shore.  When  beaten  and  compelled  to  surrender,  he  threw  over- 
board the  sword  that  was  no  longer  his  own,  and  abusing  the  generous  confidence 
of  his  brave  antagonist  he  stole  away  in  the  English  tender,  whose  owner  proved 
himself,  by  his  conduct,  a  fit  companion  for  the  dishonored  and  beaten  corsair. 

Having  surrendered,  he  cannot  relieve  himself  of  his  obligations  as  a  prisoner 
of  war  until  he  shall  be  regularly  exchanged.  He,  and  each  of  his  surviving 
officers  and  crew,  whether  received  upon  the  Kearsarge  or  the  Deerhound,  are» 
and  will  be,  held  to  be  prisoners  of  war  and  amenable  to  the  laws  which  govern  _ 
civilized  communities.  A  predatory  rover  may  set  the  laws  of  nations,  as  well 
as  those  of  his  own  country,  at  defiance,  but  in  doing  so  he  must  abide  the 
consequences. 

The  Florida  originally  sailed  from  England  under  the  name  of  Oreto,  and 
under  that  name  she  was,  on  reaching  Nassau,  brought  before  the  court  through 
the  efforts  of  the  American  consul,  who  was  satisfied^that  she  was  in  the  rebel 
interest  and  intended  as  a  rebel  cruiser.  The  neutral  authorities  decided  in 
favor  of  the  vessel,  which  was  permitted  to  proceed.  Leaving  Nassau  she  went 
to  Green  Cay,  where  she  received  on  board  the  armament  sent  out  for  her  from 
England,  ran  into  Mobile,  changed  her  name  to  Florida,  and  has  since,  fleeing 
from  all  naval  vessels,  carried  on  predatory  war  on  American  commerce,  cap- 
turing and  destroying  unarmed  merchantmen,  without  ever  sending  in  a  vessel 
for  adjudication. 

In  February  last,  availing  herself  of  a  dark  night,  she  escaped  from  Brest* 
eluding  the  Kearsarge,  which  was  off  that  port.  In  June  she  visited  the  neutral 
port  of  St.  Greorge's,  Bermuda,  and  remained  there  nine  days,  receiving  all  the 
coal  and  supplies  necessary  for  a  long  piratical  cruise.    Leaving  St.  George's  ou 
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the  27th  of  that  month,  she  remained  outside,  but  in  sight,  for  three  or  four 
days,  boarding  all  vessels  that  approached  the  island.  On  the  10th  of  July  she 
captured  the  Electric  Spark,  near  our  coast,  while  several  vessels  were  cruising 
for  her,  but  she  escaped,  and  was  next  heard  from  at  Teneriffe,  on  the  4th  of 
August.  Subsequently,  entering  the  bay  of  San  Salvador,  Brazil,  she  encoun- 
tered the  steamer  Wachusett,  commanded  by  Commander  Collins,  to  whom  she 
san'endered,  and  by  whom  she  was  brought  in  a  leaky  and  dilapidated  condition 
to  Hampton  Roads.  Here,  while  at  anchor,  an  army  transport  came  in  collision 
with  the  shattered  vessel,  which  sunk  a  few  days  after  near  the  wreck  of  the 
Cumberland. 

The  Georgia,  another  English-built  naval  vessel  which  cruised  under  "die 
rebel  flag,  repaired  to  Cherbourg  in  February,  and  thence  proceeded  to  the 
Mersey,  where  she  changed  owners.  Her  armament  was  removed  from  her  and 
she  left  Liverpool  for  Lisbon.  On  the  15th  of  August  Commodore  T.  T. 
Craven,  of  the  Niagara,  fell  in  with  her  in  latitude  39^  16'  north,  longitude  9^ 
39'  west,  sailing  under  the  English  flag.  Commodore  Craven  took  possession 
of  the  vessel  as  a  lawful  prize,-and  putting  a  prize  crew  on  board  of  her,  he  sent 
her  to  the  United  States. 

The  Tallahassee,  an  English-built  blockade  runner  from  Liverpool,  which 
port  she  left  in  the  early  part  of  the  spring  under  the  name  of  the  Atlanta,  was 
engaged  in  violating  the  blockade,  running  between  Bermuda  and  Wilmington. 
I  am  not  aware  that  any  valid  transfer  of  ownership  of  this  vessel  has  ever 
taken  place,  but  am  induced  to  believe  she  is  now,  while  depredating  on  our 
commerce,  registered  as  a  British  vessel  in  the  custom-house  at  Liverpool. 
Whatever  may  be  the  fact  in  that  particular,  this  English-built  neutral  vessel, 
which  had  been  previously  engaged  in  the  unneutral  employment  of  carrying 
supplies  to  the  rebels  who  are  waging  war  upon  our  government,  came  out  of 
Wilmington  early  in  August,  armed,  officered,  and  manned  for  predatory  war- 
fare, and  under  the  command  of  J.  T.  Wood,  formerly  of  our  navy,  commenced 
the  piratical  work  of  destroying  peaceful  merchant  ships,  robbing  them  of  money 
and  other  valuables,  and  retaining  as  trophies  of  his  heroism  the  stolen  chro- 
nometers. Information  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel  reached  the  department 
on  the  12th  of  August,  and  orders  were  immediately  sent  for  all  the  available 
vessels  within  convenient  distance  to  start  at  once  in  pursuit.  Several  vessels 
proceeded  to  sea  that  evening,  and  within  forty-eight  hours  sixteen  vessels  from 
New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Newport,  and  Hampton  Road  s  were  in  search 
of  her.  But  she  reached  Halifax  in  safety.  Instead  of  remaining  there  nine 
days,  getting  supplies,  as  did  the  Florida  at  Bermuda,  the  authorities  would 
permit  her  to  receive  only  a  limited  quantity  of  coals,  and  she  was  therefore 
but  a  short  time  in  that  port.  The  Pontoosuc  arrived  in  pursuit  of  her  a  few 
hours  after  her  departure.     She  was  at  last  accounts  in  Wilmington. 

THE    NAVAL   FORCE. 

The  subjoined  statements  present  a  general  exhibit  of  the  navy,  including 
vessels  under  construction  on  the  1st  of  December,  1864,  with  a  comparative 
statement  of  the  navy  in  December,  1863  and  18G4. 
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A  tabular  etatement  is  appended  of  the  number  of  naval  vessels,  of  every 
class,  that  have  been  constructed,  or  are  in  the  course  of  construction,  since 
March  4,  1861. 

General  exhibit  of  the  navy^  including  vessels  under  construction,  Dec,,  1864. 
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Description. 


113     Screw  steamers  especially  constructed  for  naval  purposes 

52     Paddle-wheel  steamers  especially  constructed  for  naval  purposes. .. 

71      Iron-clad  vessels 

149     Screw  steamers  purchased,  captured,  &c,  fitted  for  naval  purposes. 
174     Paddle-wheel  steamers  purchased,  captured,  &c.,  fitted  for  naval 

purposes 

112  I  Sailing  vessels  of  all  classes 


671 


Total 


No.  of 
guns. 


1,426 
524 
275 
614 

921 

850 


4,610 


No.  of 
tons. 


169,231 
51,878 
80,596 
60,380 

78,762 
69,549 


510,396 


Comparative  statement  of  the  navy,  December,  1863  and  1864. 


J  g                                                Description. 

^  J!' 

No.  of 
guns. 

No.  of 
tons. 

\ 
671  i  Total  navv.  December.  1864 

4,610 
4,443 

510,396 
467.967 

588     Total  navy,  December.  1863 

83               Actual  increase  for  the  vear .--. 

167 
146 

42,429 
13,084 

Total  losses  by  shipwreck,  in  battle,  capture,  &c.,  during  the 
26  .      year 

1           Actual  addition  to  the  navy  from  December,  1863,  to  Decem- 
109                  ber.  1864 

313 

55,513 

( 

i 

Vessels  constructed  Jbr  the  navy  since  March  4,  1861. 


No. 


Description. 


7 
1 

8 


10 


6 
2 
8 
4 
8 
93 
9 


Screw  sloops,  Ammonoosuc  class,  17  to  19  guns,  3,213  to  3,713 

tons  eacD 

Screw  sloop  Idaho,  8  guns  and  2,638  tons 

Screw  sloops,  spar  decs,  Java  class,  25  g^uns  and  3,177  tons  each. . . 
Screw  sloops,  spar  deck,  Hassalo  class,  25  guns  and  3,365  tons 

each 1 

Screw  110006,  clippefli,  single  deck,  Contoocook  class,  13  guns 

and  2,348  tons  each 

Screw  sloops,  Kearsarge  class,  8  to  12  g^ns,  and  averaging  1,023 

tons  eacn 

Screw  sloops,  Shenandoah  class,  8  to  16  guns  and  1,367  to  1,53? 

tons  each ^ 

Screw  sloops,  Ossipee  class,  10  to  13  guns  and  1,240  tons  each 

Screw  sloops,  Serapis  class,  12  guns  and  1,380  tons  each 

Screw  sloops,  Resaca  class,  8  guns  and  831  to  900  tons  each 

Screw  sloop,  Nipsic  class,  7  to  12  guns  and  59S  tons  each 

Screw  gniiDoate,  Unadilia  class,  4  to  7  guns  and  507  tons  each 

Screw  tugs,  Piiita  class,  2  guns  and  350  tons  each 


121 

8 
200 

50 

130 

40 

74 
23 
96 
32 
71 
123 
18 


Tonnage 


23,637 

2,638 

25,416 

6,730 

23,480 

4,092 

8,584 
2,480 

11,040 
3,462 
4,744 

11,661 
3,150 
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Vessels  constructed  for  the  navy  since  March  4,  1861— Oontiniied. 


No. 


2 

13 

26 

7 

1 


141 


2 
3 


4 
1 

4 
8 
9 
20 
2 
3 


62 

203 


Description. 


Screw  tugs,  Pilgrim  class,  2  guns  and  170  tons  each 

Paddle-wneel  steamers,   double-enders,   Octorara  class,   7  to  11 

guns  and  730  to  955  tons  each : 

Paddle-wheel  steamers,  double-enders,  Sassacus  class,  10  to  14 

ffuns  and  974  tons  each 

Paddle-wheel  steamers,  of  iron,  doiible>enders,  Mohongo  ciase,  10 

g^DS  and  1,030  tons  each 

Paddle-wheel  steamer,  of  iron,  double-ender,  Wateree,  12  guns 

and  974  tons 

mON-CLAD  VESSELS. 

Sea-going  casemated  vessels,  Dunderberg  and  New  Ironsides 

Sea-^oing  turret  vessels,  Puritan,  Dictator,  and  Roanoke 

Double  turret  vessels,  Kalamazoo  class,  4  guns  and  3,200  tons 

each 

Double  turret  vessels,  Monadnock  class,  4  guns  and  1,564  tons 
each 

Double  turret  vessel,  Onondaga,  4  guns  and  1,250  tons 

Double  turret  vessels,  Winnebago  class,  4  guns  and  970  tons 
each 

Single  turret  vessels.  Canon icus  class,  2  guns  and  1,034  tons  each 

Single  turret  vessels,  Passaic  class,  2  to  4  guns  and  844  tons  each. 

Single  turret  vessels,  Yazoo  class,  1  to  2  guns  and  614  tons  each. . 

Single  turret  vessels,  Sauduskv  and  Marietta,  2  guns  each 

Single  turret  vessels,  Ozark,  Neosho,  and  Osage,  2  to  7  guns  each 

Casemated  vessels,  Tuscumbia  and  Chillicothe,  5  and  3  guns  re- 
spectively  

Total 


Gnns.     Tonnage 


4  ,  340 

96  11,084 

272  '•  ^,324 

70  ,  7,210 


12 


974 


1,442  I  175,086 


28         8,676 
12  j      9,733 

16  ,     12, 800 


16 

*l 

16' 
16 
21 
35 
4 

13, 

I 

8  1 


6,956 
1,250 

3,800 

8,272 

7,596 

12,280 

953 
1,624 

768 


189  j    73,068 


1,631 


249,974 


The  foregoing  tabular  statement  exhibits  the  number  and  description  of  ves- 
sels that  have  been  constructed,  or  put  in  the  course  of  construction,  for  the 
navy  since  the  institution  of  active  measures  for  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion. Some  of  them  have  been  built  by  contract;  others  by  the  govemment, 
in  the  several  navy  yards.  If  we  add  to  the  number  those  constructed  under 
similar  circumstances*  and  within  the  same  period,  that  have  been  lost  by  ship- 
wreck, in  battle,  &c.,  viz :  the  sloops  Housatonic  and  Adirondack,  and  tho'  iron- 
clads Monitor,  Weehauken,  Keokuk,  Indianola,  and  Tecumseh,  the  aggregate 
woidd  be  210  vessels,  1,675  guns,  and  256,755  tons. 

Picket-boats,  and  small  craft  built  for  especial  purposes,  are  not  embraced 
in  this  statement. 

CONSTRUCTION    OF   NAVAL  VESSELS. 


At  the  commencement  of  the  rebellion  the  navy  consisted  of  sailing  vessels, 
a  few  paddle-wheel  steamers,  and  screw  vessels  with  auxiliary  steam-power. 
Among  the  latter,  the  principal  and  most  important  were  the  steam  frigates. 
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which,  oa  account  of  their  great  draught  of  water,  were  unsoitahle  for  auj 
other  purpose  than  that  of  cruisers  on  foreign  stations  as  flag-ships,  for  which 
indeed  thej  were  intended.  These  vessels  had  been  built  to  meet  the  condi- 
tions of  their  day;  some  of  them,  the  Mississippi  for  instance,  had  been  in 
service  more  than  twenty  years.  When  constructed  the  principal  object  in 
view  was  armament,  not  speed,  and  they  were  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the 
vessels  of  other  naval  powers.  For  attacks  on  forts,  when  accessible  to  naval 
attacks,  or  to  protect  troops  in  landing,  they  can  still  render  service.  Time 
was  required  to  repair  and  place  in  proper  condition  such  of  these  vessels  as 
were  dismantled,  and  also  those  which  were  recalled  fit>m  service  abroad.  The 
sailing  men-of-war  had  become  useless  for  fighting  purposes.  In  the  emergency 
that  devolved  upon  it  at  the  beginning  of  hostilities,  the  department  resorted 
to  the  commercial  marine,  and  purchased  every  available  merchant  steamer  that 
could  advantageously  be  converted  into  a  naval  vessel,  and  be  used  to  enforce 
the  blockade. 

The  want  of  a  class  of  small,  heavily  armed,  propeller  vessels  was  felt,  and 
the  department  immediately  proceeded,  on  its  own  responsibility,  and  without 
any  appropriation  or  authorization  by  Congress,  to  contract  for  the  construction 
of  twenty-three  gunboats,  of  which  the  Unadilla,  Pinola,  and  Wissahickon, 
may  be  taken  as  the  type.  Some  of  these  vessels  were  afloat,  armed,  and 
manned  within  four  months  from  the  date  of  contract,  and  participatid  in  the 
attack  on  Port  Royal ;  others  took  part  on  the  lower  Mississippi  in  passing  the 
forts  and  in  capturing  New  Orleans.  These  gunboats  continue  to  maintain  a 
good  reputation,  and  their  steam  machinery  gives  satisfaction.  Well  adapted 
as  they  are  for  guarding  our  coast,  a  larger  description  was  needed  for  ocean 
service,  and  four  vessels  of  the  class  of  the  Ossipee,  mounting  each  two  guns  of 
eleven  inches,  were  built.  There  were  also  four  vessels  of  slightly  less  tonnage 
constructed,  carrying  the  same  armament,  of  which  the  Kearsarge  is  the  type. 
The  Shenandoah  is  the  type  of  six  vessels,  mounting  each  three  eleven-inch 
guns,  all  of  which  sustain  a  high  reputation.  The  heavy  guns  mentioned  con- 
stitute the  principal  armament  of  the  several  classes  named,  but  they  each  have 
in  addition  from  two  to  six  guns  of  less  calibre.  All  of  these  vessels  are  screw 
steamers,  suitable  for  sea  cruising ;  but  for  the  shallow  sounds  and  bays,  the 
rivers  and  bayous,  often  narrow  and  tortuous,  another  and  different  class,  draw- 
ing less  water,  was  found  to  be  necessary,  and  for  them  competition  was  invited. 
To  turn  in  these  frequently  restricted  channels  is  difficult,  and  sometimes 
impossible,  and  the  necessities  of  the  case  suggested  the  principle  of  a  fighting 
vessel  with  a  double  bow  and  rudder  at  each  end.  Twelve  paddle-wheel  steam- 
ers constructed  on  this  principle  were  built,  some  in  the  navy  yards  and  others 
by  contract.  The  Port  Royal  and  the  Sonoma  are  types  of  this  class.  An 
additional  number,  amounting  to  twenty-seven,  of  these  double-bowed  paddle- 
wheel  vessels  have  been  built,  almost  all  of  them  by  contract.  The  Sassacus, 
which  was  distinguished  in  the  attack  on  the  rebel  ram  in  Albemarle  sound,  the 
Metacomet,  conspicuous  in  Mobile  bay,  and  the  Eutaw,  are  types  of  th^se  vea- 
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sels.     Eight  of  this  class  are  built  or  building  of  iron,  and  will  have  strength 
sufficient  for  sea  service  as  well  as  for  inland  waters.     One  of  them,  the  Wa- 

teree,  sent  round  Cape  Horn,  reached  San  Francisco  in  September  last,  and  is 
on  duty  in  the  Pacific, 

In  order  to  have  armed  vessels  suitable  for  naval  operations  on  the  Missis, 
sippi  and  its  tributaries,  the  department  invited  plans  and  propositions  from 
ship-builders  and  others  acquainted  with  those  waters,  and  the  vessels  built  on 
those  rivers  have  been  chiefly  from  the  plans  submitted  by  parties  thus  invited. 
Two  of  these  vessels,  built  at  St.  Louis,  participated  in  the  action  with  the 
rebel  ram  Tennessee,  and  have  done  good  service  in  Mobile  bay. 

The  entire  class  of  monitor  or  turreted  vessels  has  been  brought  into  exist- 
ence during  this  war,  and  the  coast  and  harbor  iron-clads  have  been  serviceable 
in  James  river,  at  Charleston,  and  at  Mobile.  Modifications  and  improvements 
have  been  made  in  this  class  of  armored  vessels. 

The  pressure  for  iron-clads  of  light  draught,  which  could  ascend  the  rivers 
and  penetrate  the  sounds  and  bays  along  our  coast,  was  felt  to  be  a  necessity 
The  operations  of  our  armies  in  the  vicinity  of  the  inland  water  and 
adjacent  to  the  rivers  required  the  constant  presence  of  gunboats.  But  the 
men  thus  employed,  as  well  as  the  magazines  and  machinery  of  the  vessels 
are  exposed,  especially  in  the  narrow  streams  with  high  and  wooded  banks. 
Some  vessels,  and  not  a  few  valuable  lives,  have  been  lost  by  these  exposures, 
and  in  order  to  afford  all  possible  protection  to  the  gallant  men  who  encounter 
these  dangers,  the  department  considered  it  a  duty  to  provide  armored  vessels 
of  light  draught  for  their  security.  Contracts  were  entered  into  for  the  con- 
struction of  twenty  vessels  on  the  monitor  principle,  each  to  carry  two  1 1-inch 
guns,  in  order  to  be  efficient,  and  to  draw  but  seven  feet  of  water. 

It  was  ascertained,  however,  when  the  first  two  approached  completion,  that 
their  draught  of  water  was  more  than  was  intended.  The  heavy  armor  and  the 
two  11 -inch  guns,  with  the  machinery  to  give  them  proper  speed,  involved  the 
necessity  of  enlarging  the  capacity  of  each  of  them.  When  making  these  ne- 
cessary alterations,  it  was  deemed  advisable,  under  applications  from  some  of 
the  commanders  of  squadrons  for  boats  that  should  present  but  a  small  rise 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  to  dispense  with  the  turrets  in  five  of  these  light 
draught  vessels,  with  a  view*  to  special  operations.  The  remaining  fifteen  were 
ordered  to  be  enlarged  by  raising  their  decks,  thereby  giving  them  additional 
tonnage  and  greater  draught  and  making  them  more  efficient,  but  in  other  re- 
spects carrying  out  the  original  design.  This  work  is  now  being  peiformed,  and 
most  of  the  vessels  are  near  completion. 

The  exigencies  of  the  times  and  the  necessities  of  the  war  have  stimulated 
the  inventive  faculties  of  our  countrymen  to  vast  improvements  in  vessels,  in 
engines,  in  ordnance,  and  projectiles.  That  in  some  instances  they  are  not  at 
first  entirely  successful  is  not  surprising.  Mistakes  and  even  failures  will 
occur.  In  nearly  every  class  of  vessels  that  have  been  built,  and  especially 
those  that  are  armored,  more  or  less  alterations  have  been  found  necessary  while 
they  were  being  constructed.     Only  two  of  the  monitor  class  of  vessels — ^the 
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Dictator  and  Puritan-- -are  proposed  for  Bea-service.  Their  Sttccess,  of  which 
the  ioYentor  and  builder  is  sanguine,  is  among  the  experiments  that  the  period 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  country  have  imposed  upon  the  department. 

Four  turreted  vessels  have  been  built  in  the  navy  yards  of  wood  and  cased 
with  iron,  differing  therein  from  the  original  monitors,  which  are  exclusively  of 
iron.  One  of  them,  the  Monadnock,  now  in  commission,  has  performed  her 
trips  from  Boston  to  Hampton  Roads  with  entire  satisfaction,  giving  assurance 
tJiat  this  experiment,  deviating  in  essential  respects  from  others,  is  likely  to  be 
successfal.  The  draught  of  water  of  the  Monadnock  is  twelve  feet,  and  with 
two  independent  screws  she  has  a  speed  of  ten  knots.  Four  other  similar  ves- 
sels of  a  still  more  formidable  and  invulnerable  character  are  building. 

The  only  sea-going  iron-clad  ships,  besides  the  two  turreted  vessels  already 
mentioned,  are  the  New  Ii-onsides,  built  in  1862;  the  Roanoke,  one  of  the  old 
frigates  which  has  been  armored,  and  the  Dunderberg,  a  casemate  vessel.  For 
this  vessel  the  contractor  has  promised  a  speed  of  fifteen  knots  at  sea. 

The  department  has,  on  several  occasions,  invited  propositions  for  iron,  sea- 
going, armored  ships,  but  Congress  having  declined  to  make  the  necessary  ap- 
propriations, no  measures  have  been  taken  for  their  construction. 

The  vessels  recently  built,  and  at  present  constructing  in  the  navy  yards,  are 
(A  wood,  the  smaller  class  of  them  being  gunboats,  eight  of  which  are  of  the 
class  of  the  Nipsic,  of  600  tons,  mountiog  one  heavy  pivot  and  four  broadside 
guns.  There  are  four  of  the  class  of  the  Nantucket,  of  900  tons,  mounting  one 
heavy  pivot,  with  six  broadside  guns.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  four  ves- 
sels of  the  class  of  the  Algona,  with  a  tonnage  of  1,350  tons,  and  proportionate 
armament.  All  of  these  vessels  have  very  considerable  steam-power,  and  will, 
as  some  of  them  have  already  proved,  be  efficient  cruisers  at  sea. 

The  immediate  wants  of  the  blockade  having  been  supplied  by  the  vessels 
built  and  altered  in  the  navy  yards,  and  by  purchase  of  the  best  merchant  steamers 
Capable  of  bearing  heavy  armament,  the  attention  of  the  department  has  been 
bestowed  on  largesr  and  more  imposing  ships,  such  as  would  be  formidable  not 
only  for  home  defence  but  for  foreign  service.  The  position  and  influence  of  a 
nation  among  the  great  commercial  and  maritime  powers  of  the  world  are  to  a 
great  extent  dependent  on  its  naval  ability.  Limited  appropriations  have  already 
been  made  by  Congress  for  vessels  of  this  character.  Each  succeeding  year  of 
this  war  has  produced  from  foreign  ship  yards  steamers  of  greater  speed  to  run 
the  blockade,  and  the  reliable  preventive  of  this  illicit  trade  must  be  found  i^ 
vessels  of  increased  steam-power.  By  making  them  of  sufficient  size  they  will 
be  formidable,  not  only  to  neutral  violators  of  our  laws,  but  to  any  enemy.  Of 
the  vessels  on  which  some  sacrifice  of  armament  has  been  made  to  obtain  speed 
there  are  seven  building,  three  of  which  are  already  launched,  and  the  others  will 
soon  be  ready.  Two  of  these  vessels  are  being  built  by  contract,  and  five  in  the 
navy  yards.  This  class  of  vessels  is  represented  by  the  Ammonoosuc  and  the 
Chattanooga.  There  are  also  in  progress  of 'construction  twenty  vessels  with 
steam  machinery  of  rather  less  power,  but  which  are  to  be  much  more  heavily 
armed.    Ten  of  these,  of  the  class  of  the  Illinois,  the  Guerriere,  and  the  Java, 
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have  coT€red  gon-decks,  and  tHII  eainy  twenty  hexTy  guns.  Two  will  bave  It 
plating  of  thin  iron  as  a  protection  from  shells.  The  remaining  ten,  of  the  class 
of  the  Contoocook  and  Maniton,  building  in  the  navy  yards,  are  of  less  size  but 
with  equal  machinery  and  intended  for  greater  speed.  As  all  of  them  Will  be 
provided  with  masts  and  sails,  they  can  be  cmising  vessels  and  used  on  foreigki 
stations. 

STEAM  MACHINERY. 

As  our  navy  has  become  not  only  exclusively  a  steam  navy,  but  a  very  large 
one,  with  an  enormous  consumption  of  coal  and  great  expenditure  for  the  cotn- 
struction  and  repair  of  machinery,  it  becomes  a  matter  of  the  first  con«eqaeiiee 
that  only  the  best  machinery  be  obtained  for  it.  This  problem  is  one  of  Tery 
difficult,  costly,  and  slow  solution.    The  great  maritime  countries  of  England 

and  France  have  not  yet  solved  it,  either  in  the  commercial  or  war  maiine,  and 
at  this  hour  the  best  authorities  do  not  agree  upon  it.  So  many  conditions  enter 
into  the  problem  that  as  prominence  is  given  more  or  less  to  one  or  the  other 
different  conclusions  are  reached.  It  is  evident  that  as  the  question  is  purely  a 
practical  one,  it  can  only  be  answered  by  extensive  experience  and  accurate  ob- 
servations. Mindful  of  the  importance  of  this  matter,  the  department,  notwith- 
standing the  great  pressure  upon  its  resources  by  the  war,  has  kept  it  in  view 
and  promoted  by.  every  means  the  acquisition  of  the  necessary  information. 
The  proportions  of  hulls  have  been  varied  with  a  view  to  determine  the  rela- 
tive development  of  speed  in  proportion  to  given  power ;  machinery  has  been 
constructed  upon  different  types  and  systems,  and  the  department  has  encouraged 
all  offers  from  citizens,  as  well  as  from  its  own  officers,  to  build  new  machinery 
that  gave  promise  of  improvement.  The  navy  at  this  moment  contains  marine 
machinery  on  an  extensive  scale  of  every  kind;  their  results  are  in  its  log- 
books, from  which  can  be  determined  their  various  merits,  both  for  general  ser- 
vice and  for  particular  applicatio&s. 

In  the  new  screw  gunboats  machinery  has  been  used  designed  by  Gorless,  of 
Providence,  R.  I. ;  J.  Ericsson,  of  New  York ;  William  Wright,  of  Woodruff  6c 
Beach's  establishment  at  Hartford;  Merrick  &  Sons,  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  of  the  department.  This  was  competitive  ma- 
chinery to  be  of  equal  power  propelling  the  same  hull. 

In  the  double-bowed  paddle-wheel  steamers  machinery  has  been  employed 
designed  by  Merrick  &  Sons,  of  Philadelphia;  by  E.  N.  Dickerson,  and  by 
the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering. 

In  the  large  sloops-of-war,  of  three-thousand  tons  and  over,  competitive  ma- 
chinery is  being  placed  by  the  above  parties,  and  by  J.  Ericsson. 

In  the  frigates  and  sloops  of  the  old  navy,  and  in  some  of  those  built  during  the 
early  part  of  the  present  administration,  machinery  was  employed  designed  by 
most  of  the  principal  establishments  in  the  country.  The  Fulton  Iron  Works 
and  Morgan  Iron  Works,  of  New  York ;  Messrs.  Woodruff  &  Beach,  of  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut ;  Harrison  Loriug,  and  the  Atlantic  Works,  of  Boston  ;  Merrick 
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&  Sons,  of  Philadelphia ;  the  Volean  Workfi,  of  Baltimore,  aad  the  Bureau  of 
SteaiD  Eogineering. 

In  these  veasela  nearly  every  variety  and  type  of  engine,  of  valve  gear,  of 
rate  of  expansion,  of  surface  condenser,  of  screw  propeller,  and  of  boilers,  have 
been  thoroughly  tested ;  but  the  results  thus  far  show  that  the  machinery  de- 
signed by  the  Steam  Engineering  Bureau  of  the  department  has  not  been  sur- 
passed, perhaps  not  equalled,  by  any  of  its  competitors,  while  in  many  cases 
their  results  have  been  greatly  below  it. 

In  its  iron-dads  the  department  has  experimented  by  the  construction  of 
different  classes  and  sizes,  both  in  wood  and  iron,  propelled  by  one  screw,  and 
by  two  screws,  working  independently  of  each  other.  In  its  most  recent  con- 
structions, of  the  Miantonomah  class,  a  wooden  vessel  designed  by  the  naval 
constructors  and  built  at  the  navy  yards,  with  Ericsson  turrets,  and  machinery 
designed  by  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  a  high  rate  of  speed,  perfect  ven- 
tilation, impregnability,  and  the  enormous  battery  of  four  fifteen-inch  guns, 
have  been  combined  in  a  vessel  of  the  moderate  size  of  1,564  tons,  drawing  only 
twelve  feet  of  water.  These  vessels  are  free  from  the  disadvantage  of  fouling, 
which  so  greatly  reduces  the  speed  of  iron  ones. 

Others  of  this  type,  but  of  increased  tonnage,  are  in  process  of  construction, 
to  have  still  higher  speed  and  be  adapted  to  coast  service. 

In  the  steamers  bought  from  the  commercial  marine  of  the  country,  and  in 
the  captured  blockade  runners,  now  adapted  for  naval  service,  are  to  be  found 
every  variety  of  machinery,  both  screw  and  paddle-wheel,  constructed  either  in 
this  country  or  Great  Britain.  So  far  as  the  exigencies  of  the  war  would  per- 
mit, the  different  types  of  machinery  have  been  submitted  to  careful  experiment 
to  ascertain  their  relative  merits.  Nearly  every  variety  of  boiler  and  of  ex- 
pansive gear,  of  rate  of  expansion,  and  of  saturated  and  superheated  steam, 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  accurate  experiment,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
files  of  the  department  contain  the  latest  and  most  reliable  information  on  these 
subjects.  A  chief  engineer  of  the  navy  has  been  sent  to  Europe  to  collect  in- 
formation on  these  topics  in  addition  to  the  published  accounts  and  official 
reports. 

Nearly  nil  the  kinds  of  coals  of  the  seaboard  States  have  been  the  subject  of 
careful  experiment,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  their  comparative  value  for  naval 
purposes.  A  board  of  engineers  has  also  experimented  with  petroleum  as  a 
substitute  for  coal  in  naval  steamers. 

As  opinion  appears  to  have  settled  upon  the  horizontal  and  the  vertical 
tubular  boilers  as  the  only  ones  proper  for  naval  service,  the  department  has  had 
one  of  each  kind  manufactured,  according  to  designs  furnished  by  a  board  of 
nine  engineers,  employed  in  the  principal  private  steam-engine  manufacturing 
establishments  of  the  country,  and  by  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering,  for  the 
purpose  of  accurate  experiments  to  determine  their  respective  merits.  These 
experiments  will  be  of  the  most  elaborate  nature,  and  will,  it  is  presumsd,  ena- 
ile  a  choice  to  be  made.    They  are  now  in  progress. 

A  commission  of  nine,  on  practical  engineering,  has  been  appointed  by  the 
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department,  conBisting  of  three  from  the  Academy  of  Science,  three  from  the 
Franklin  Institute,  [and  three  on  the  part  of  the  department — all  eminent  in 
physical  science — to  devise  the  proper  apparatus,  and  make  the  necessary  ex- 
periments therewith,  to  ascertain  hy  practical  results  the  economy  of  using  steam 
with  different  degrees  of  expansion.  These  experiments,  which  are  now  in 
progress,  will  be  as  elaborate  and  as  complete  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them. 
And  under  the  practical  conditions  of  steam  engineering,  it  is  believed  they  will 
indisputably  set  at  rest  the  amount  of  gain  to  be  obtained  fit>m  neing  steam  with 
different  measures  of  expansion,  and  also  determine  the  relative  merits  of  differ- 
ent kinds  of  valve  gear,  steam  pressure,  &c.,  besides  settling  many  incidental 
questions  of  great  importance. 

Nothing  has  been  left  undone  in  the  way  of  ascertaining  and  putting  in  use 
all  valuable  improvements  in  steam  machinery,  and  no  occasion  neglected  of 
experimentally  determining  the  data  necessary  for  correct  opinion. 

The  competitive  engines  and  boilers  now  under  construction  and  trial  will 
furnish  information  which  will  be  of  great  public  utility. 

NAVY  YARD  FOR  IRON  VESSELS  AND  MACHINERY. 

The  introduction  of  steam  as  a  motive  power  for  naval  vessels,  is  causing  a 
revolution  in  maritime  warfare  which  the  ablest  minds  have  long  predicted  would 
be  the  result  of  this  agency,  but  which  is  not  yet  to  its  fullest  extent  appreciated. 
It  changes  the  whole  character  of  blockade,  and  in  future  wars  it  will  be  found 
that  a  few  fast  privateers  by  steam  will  harass  or  annihilate  the  commerce  of 
the  most  powerful  belligerent  nations. 

Our  country  has  been  compelled  by  this  civil  war  to  take  the  initiative  in 
organizing  a  vast  steam  navy  with  which  to  establish  and  enforce  the  blockade 
of  our  whole  coast  from  the  Chesapeake  bay  to  the  Rio  Grande ;  and  also  to 
suppress  the  depredations  of  semi-piratical  privateers,  built  by  skilled  English 
mechanics  in  English  ship-yards,  and  manned  by  Englishmen,  which,  under  the 
rebel  flag  have  roved  the  ocean,  destroying  our  merchant  shipping,  and  have 
found  refuge  and  supplies  in  English  and  neutral  ports. 

When  hostilities  commenced,  our  government  had  provided  no  suitable  navy 
yard  with  machine  shops  and  foundries  to  manufacture  the  necessary  machinery 
for  our  rapidly  increasing  and  expanding  navy  ;  but  the  department  was  com- 
pelled to  rely  on  the  few  private  establishments,  which  it  could  divert  from 
other  engagements,  for  the  immense  work  that  was  calling  out  the  resources  of 
the  nation. 

Great  embarrassment  was  experienced  in  consequence  of  this  neglect  of  the 
government  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  war  and  although  the  naval  ser- 
vice and  the  country  are  suffering  constantly  from  this  neglect,  measures  for 
the  establishment  of  a  suitable  navy  yard  for  the  construction  and  repair  of 
iron  vessels,  their  armature  and  steam  machinery  are  still  delayed. 

As  early  as  March,  1862,  and  on  several  occasions  since,  I  have  hlid   the 
honor  to  present  my  views  to  Congress  on  this  subject.    The  earnestness  and 
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fireqneney  with  which  it  has  heen  brought  forward  mast  £nd  an  apology  in  its 
great  importance. 

It  has  never  been  the  parpose  of  the  department,  in  any  of  its  suggestions 
or  recommendations,  to  increase  the  number  of  our  navy  yards,  nor  to  alter  their 
local  distribution.  The  yard  which  we  now  have  at  Philadelphia  is  altogether 
inadequate  to  our  present  or  future  wants.  It  was  proposed,  therefore,  to  sub- 
stitute a  new  one  on  the  Delaware,  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia.  League 
island,  within  the  limits  of  that  city,  if  adopted  as  a  site,  must  gradually  absorb 
the  works  at  the  present  yard,  which  would  then  be  discontinued. 

All  of  our  present  navy  yards,  it  will  be  remembered,  were  established  for 
the  construction  and  repair  of  wooden  sailing  vessels.  Steam  and  armored  ves- 
sels have  superseded  these,  and  the  inability  of  our  present  establishments  for 
the  work  imposed  by  this  war  has  been  the  source  of  inexpressible  anxiety,  and 
often  of  great  disappointment  and  public  injury.  To  relieve  the  navy  yards 
from  work  which  they  have  but  limited  means  to  execute,  and  to  secure  neces- 
sary repairs,  the  department  has  been  compelled  to  establish  stations  for 
machinery,  and  means  of  refitment  at  Mound  City,  Memphis,  New  Orleans^ 
Ship  Island,  Pensacola,  Key  West,  Port  Royal,  Beaufort,  Norfolk,  and  Baltimore. 
But  these  and  all  the  private  establishments  of  the  country,  besides  other  calls 
upon  them,  have  been  insufficient  to  keep  the  present  navy  in  necessary  order> 
so  that,  if  to  the  duty  of  blockading  there  were  added  ocean  conflicts  with  a 
naval  power  by  which  our  ships  would  be  often  disabled,  the  sad  spectacle 
would  be  presented  of  our  naval  vessels  laid  up  in  time  of  war  for  want  of  a 
proper  establishment  with  the  shops  and  means  to  repair  them. 

Our  country,  whose  strength  and  power  among  nations  must  ever  be  identi- 
fied with  and  maintained  by  its  navy,  and  which  possesses  in  such  abundance 
the  means  of  creating  and  sustaining  one,  has  not,  in  all  the  navy  yards  com- 
bined, the  appliances  possessed  by  single  establishments  in  England  and  France. 
Were  there  outside  of  our  navy  yards  establishments  to  perform  promptly  the  re- 
quisite work  in  time  of  war,  I  should  not  at  this  time  again  press  the  subject  of  a 
navy  yard  for  iron  work  for  the  construction  of  vessels  upon  the  consideration 
of  our  authorities.  But  although  the  department  has  generally  been  ably  and 
zealously  seconded  in  its  efforts  by  private  contractors,  yet  the  fact  that  there  is 
no  customer  but  the  government  for  much  of  this  heavy  class  of  iron  work,  forbids 
ns  to  expect  that  individual  enterprise  will  be  prepared  to  execute  it  without  full 
remuneration  for  all  the  outlay  for  shops,  tools  and  machinery  which  may  be  re- 
quired in  preparation.  Besides  this,  unlimited  time  is  taken  by  them  for 
the  completion  of  the  work.  It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  as  an  instance  of  the 
delay  to  which  the  government  is  subjected,  that  in  October,  1862,  contracts 
were  made  with  a  manufacturer  of  reputation  and  ability  for  making  and  set- 
ting up  the  turrets  of  the  Tonawanda  and  Miantonomah,  which  were  to  have  been 
completed  in  February,  1863,  but  they  will  probably  not  be  finished  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  specified  in  the  contract. 
At  the  commencement  of  hostilities  this  department  had  equipped,  and  at  its 
immediate  disposal,  three  vessels  of  war.    Those  which  were  la\d  up»  and  those 
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which  were  recalled  from  abroad,  had  to  undergo  extensive  repairs,  for  wkich  no 
provision  had  been  made.  The  government  has  not  even  at  this  time  an  estab- 
lishment where  a  shaft  can  be  made  for  our  steamers  or  a  plate  for  our  iron- 
clads. The  frontage  or  wharfage  at  all  our  navy  yards,  so  important  for  repairs' 
in  less  than  is  required  at  each  of  them. 

Our  next  contest  may  be  with  a  naval  power  which  will  attempt  to  direct 
upon  our  shores  a  course  of  operations  similar  to  those  which  we  have  applied 
to  the  southern  coast  for  suppressing  the  rebellion.  One  yard,  at  least,  where 
iron  vessels,  iron  armor,  and  iron  shafting  can  be  manufactured,  is  now  ino^pera- 
tively  necessary.  Among  the  considerations  that  should  control  the  selection  of 
a  site  for  such  a  yard  and  establishment,  which  shall  become  the  depot  for  the 
materials  collected  in  years  of  peace  with  which  to  build  and  repair  our  naval 
vessels,  and  where  will  be  aggregated  machinery  and  tools  such  as  at  present 
are  not  to  be  found  in  this  country,  and  which,  when  once  procured,  could  not, 
if  destroyed,  be  easily  or  readily  replaced,  will  be  its  absolute  safety  from  attack 
by  sea  or  land.  So  far  as  is  possible  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  natoral  ad- 
vantages in  obtaining  the  indispensable  security  for  such  an  establishment,  with- 
out depending  entirely  on  fortifications  and  artificial  means,  which  would  be 
more  costly  than  the  navy  yard  itself. 

The  additional  military  defences  of  Portsmouth,  England,  rendered  neceaaaiy 
by  the  proximity  of  that  great  naval  station  to  the  ocean,  and  its  conaequent 
assailability  by  modem  ordnance,  are  now  being  constructed  at  an  expense  of 
$50,000,000. 

A  navy  yard,  if  we  have  one  for  naval  iron  work,  should  be  established  on 
fresh  water,  for  this  is  essential  to  the  preservation  of  iron  vessels,  which  can- 
not be  laid  up  in  salt  water  during  peace.  Beady  access  to  coal,  iron,  and 
timber  is  also  important,  for  these  essential  articles  should  be  always  availaUe 
on  the  inland  waters  without  exposure  to  an  enemy  by  coastwise  transportaticMi. 
The  vicinity  of  a  large  city  where  skilled  artisans  can  be  obtained  without  dif- 
ficulty, and  the  facilities  of  markets  and  tenements  are  abundant,  should  be 
considered.  A  foundation  of  gravel  would,  for  the  purposes  of  machinery,  be 
preferable  to  stone.  An  extensive  water  frontage  must  also  be  secured.  For 
such  a  depot  and  establishment,  where  costly  machinery  and  material  would  ac- 
cumulate during  years  of  peace,  the  advantages  of  an  interior  location  are  most 
manifest.  These  favorable  conditions  are  to  be  obtained  nowhere  else  so  com- 
pletely as  on  the  Delaware  river ;  and  the  position  of  League  island,  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  presents  probably  a  stronger  combination  of 
the  points  that  are  necessary  than  any  other  location. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  competition  for  supposed  local  benefits  should  inter- 
fere with,  retard,  and  perhaps  entirely  defeat  the  government  in  its  efforts  to 
secure  so  important  a  national  establishment.  If  in  such  a  conflict  for  sectional 
favor  the  country  should  lose  forever  the  best  situation  for  such  a  navy  yard 
and  establishment,  the  result  would  be  always  deplored.  The  department  has 
studiously  avoided  the  controversy  which  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  efforts 
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to  secure  a  navy  yard  at  New  London,  which  is  foreign  to  the  qnestion  of  en- 
larging or  substituting  a  more  commodious  establishment  at  Philadelphia.  A 
multiplicity  of  small  yards,  similar  in  character,  crowded  into  one  section  of  the 
country,  was  not  the  object  or  purpose  of  the  department  in  the  suggestions  and 
recommendations  which  it  has  from  time  to  time  urged  upon  Congress.  There 
are  already  three  navy  yards  east  of  the  Hudson,  and  should  Congress  deem  it 
advisable  to  add  another  to  that  section  or  elsewhere,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  such 
determination  will  not  interfere  with  or  prevent  the  government  from  having  a 
proper  establishment  for  the  construction  of  iron  vessels,  iron  armor,  and  iron 
work  of  every  description  for  naval  purposes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
iron  and  coal  region  of  the  more  central  portions  of  the  Union.  Such  an  estab- 
b'shment  as  the  department  has  advised  on  the  Delaware  would  not  add  to  the 
nmnber  of  yards,  but  would  be  a  mere  substitution,  without  one  dollar's  expense 
to  the  government  for  land,  of  the  more  commodioute  and  extensive  grounds  and 
water  front  of  League  island,  in  place  of  the  present  limited  and  restricted  site 
at  Philadelphia,  which  is  wholly  inadequate  and  insufficient  for  the  purposes  of 
a  yard  for  even  wooden  ships. 

Among  the  reasons  which  impel  me  again  to  introduce  this  subject  and  earn- 
estly press  it  upon  the  immediate  attention  of  Congress,  is  the  fact  that  the 
great  Pennsylvania  Central  railroad  has  moved  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  por- 
tion of  the  least  valuable  part  of  League  inland  for  a  depot.  The  objections 
urged  against  that  position  for  a  navy  yard,  with  its  workshops,  have  no  weight 
with  this  company,  which  requires  shops  and  heavy  work,  and  knows  its  own 
interest.  Unless,  therefore,  this  free  gift  of  over  six  hundred  acres  of  land, 
with  a  water  front  of  twenty-three  feet  depth  extending  for  more  than  two 
milep,  within  the  limits  of  Philadelphia,  should  be  accepted  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  it  will  probably  pass  into  private  hands,  and  the  most  de- 
.-irable  and  available  position  in  this  country  for  such  a  yard  will  be  diverted  to 
other  purposes,  and  lost  forever  to  the  government.  As  a  measure  of  ordinary 
prudence  it  is  most  earnestly  recommended  that  the  offer  of  League  ialand  be 
without  delay  accepted.  When  plans  for  its  improvement  shall  be  submitted, 
and  an  appropriation  asked,  with  a  view  of  transferring  the  works  at  the  present 
yard  to  the  new  location,  Congress  can  then  exercise  its  discretion  in  determin- 
ing the  amount  of  expenditure  proper  for  this  purpose. 

NAVY    YARD    ON    THE    MISSISSIPPI. 

Bv  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  30,  1864,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
V.I-  **  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  a  commission,  consisting  of  one  naval 
"fie*  r,  one  officer  of  the  engineer  corps,  and  one  civilian,  to  select  the  most  ap- 
proved Aut  ({IT  a  navy  yard  or  naval  station  on  the  Mississippi  river,  or  upon 
"U<:  of  lU  tributaries,  and  to  report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress."  In  pursu- 
W'A\  of  the  authority  conferred  on  me  by  this  act,  a  commission  has  been  con- 
*iiiuted,  and   is    now  engaged  in    making  the  required  examinations.     Rcar- 

Minlral  Charles  II.  Davis,  who  has  had  experience  as  commanding  officer  of 
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the  ITiesiiwippi  5«|Tia»iroQ,  w3b  app*>Lncetl  senior  member  of  the  eomaiaMOB. 
The  S«?t:r«arv  o(  Wir  ha^iiu:  been  requested  to  nam*?  a  soicabLe  oflicer  of  tw 
en^intfer  v!t?rp*  no  be  a^^Tciared  on  this  ct?mmc»ioiu  juid  harios:  Bamed  lad 
detiiled  Lieorenan:  Colonel  A.  H.  B  >wului  for  the  porpoee.  that  otfieer  was  ap- 
p«)aice*L  Get^nre  W.  BLon:.  ;&  ci^iLiiia  oc  nautical  repacadjxi  aad  abtlicj*  of  the 
cicv  of  Xev  York.  Ls  ie  third  zr^ndemazi  of  the  commissian. 


There  is  :a  :he  naval  bnach  of  :ae  pablie  serrice  no  oak.  eorresponaiaf 
w:rh  :har  ?t  lieorenanu  j^aeraL  Cooir^rs*  '^■■*^  escah lished  the  ^niii.**  ^t  rear- 
jdaiiril.  ▼iiiL-ii  oocTTisorati.-*  w:di  :aa:  :f  aiiixr  ^nerai*  aad  ft  would,  be  an  ic: 
of  ryt;"jr2:rjm  -rmiairaclv  d»f5»frv»ed.  izd  '*'iiica  wi.'old  be  fdllT  apprecxACed.  hj  IK 
^illoa:  ii*fii  )C  :a»e  aarj.  w^re  C:a;rr:rsj  :j  iaili«:rze  the  appoincmenc  of  a  fke- 
jdajLnl.     5ficii  lii'aoc^  iad  prep?rm»riiT*  *daiTlai<*  iierjes. 

A:niia:r  -lu-at^ii:  --joiaiaa'itrr*  "a  nir  :2.kT-il  SiT'^e^i.  of  whom  the  aAiifsa  nuj 
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enter  the  army  wlien  high  bonnties  were  given  to  the  soldiers  and  withheld 
from  the  sailors.  Many  thousand  trained  seamen,  under  those  extraordinary 
inducements,  enlisted  in  the  army  before  the  legislation  for  the  two  branches  of 
the  pnblic  service  was  equalized.  Although  the  law  now  authorizes  their  transfer 
to  the  navy,  a  very  considerable  portion  of  them  still  remain  in  the  army, 
where  landsmen  would  be  of  equal  service.  Seamen  are  experts,  and  cannot 
be  procured  by  draft,  or  secured  for  an  emergency  like  the  present,  any  more 
than  engineers  or  accomplished  gunnery  officers. 

Stimulated  by  patriotic  impulse,  men  may  volunteer  to  serve  their  country  in 
any  capacity,  but  they  cannot  be  made  available  as  seamen  without  training  and 
experience  at  sea. 

The  organization  of  a  man-of-war  is  very  different  from  that  of  a  merchant 
TeBsel.  A  first-rate  sailor  will  soon  make  himself  at  home  on  board  of  any  ship, 
buMhe  division  of  duties — the  system  of  petty  officers — the  exercise  at  quarters 
and  in  boats — the  discipline,  the  observances,  and  the  thorough  and  complete 
system  of  a  man-of-wai',  are  unknown  out  of  naval  ships.  There  are  no  means 
by  which  to  teach  landsmen  to  become  sailors  except  on  shipboard,  and  there 
is  difficulty  in  inducing  native  Americans  to  enter  either  the  naval  or  merchant 
service.  In  other  countries  the  field  of  adventure  is  restricted ;  here  the  ave- 
nues are  many,  besides  ocean  life.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  State  but  Massa- 
chusetts has  a  nautical  school.  Encouragement  is  given  to  the  young  in  every 
other  calling ;  but  the  naval  and  merchant  service,  in  time  of  peace,  depend 
almost  entirely  upon  the  foreigners  and  the  homeless  for  mariners  to  sail  their 
ships.  These  men,  who  hardly  touch  the  shores  without  finding  themselves  the 
victims  of  land-sharks,  and  who  scarcely  receive  a  thought  in  the  vast  and  gene- 
rons  sanitary  operations,  put  in  motion  by  wealth  and  beneficent  patriotism, 
have  enriched  our  country  by  their  labors  in  commercial  employments;  and  in 
danger,  privation,  and  hardship,  have  adhered  with  unwavering  fidelity  to  the- 
flag — ^never  disappointing  us,  and  never  giving  us  defeat. 

With  a  view  of  doing  some  measure  of  justice  to  this  meritorious  but  too 
mnch  neglected  class,  and  as  a  preliminary  step  towards  their  elevation  and 
usefulness,  the  Sabine  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  of  a  school-ship  for 
boys.  This  is,  in  fact,  a  revival,  with  some  modifications,  of  the  appreotii^e  sys- 
tem, which,  while  it  was  continued,  worked  beneficially  for  the  sailor  and  the 
comitry.  Some  measures  are  requisite  to  elevate  the  condition  and  the  char- 
acter of  this  class  now,  when  the  sailor  is  neither  flogged  nor  taught,  to  become 
8  drunkard — two  important  steps  in  the  right  direction  towards  malting  him  a 
man  to  be  trusted  on  shore  as  well  as  afloat. 

Commencing  as  apprentices  on  the  school-ship,  it  would  he  well  to  open  to 
the  sailor  boy  the  way  to  promotion  by  giving  him  an  opportunity,  if  he  shall 
deserve  it,  of  entering  the  Naval  Academy.  From  among  the  apprentices  on 
the  school-ship,  a  selection  of  one-half  of  the  midshipmen  anni^lly  appointed 
might  be  made  with  great  advantage  to  the  service  and  the  country.  These 
apprentices,  in  their  preliminary  training  on  the  school^hip  wjll  h^ve  devel- 
oped their  capabilities  and  aptitude  for  the  profession*  a^i  i^  ,ti:ani^ferring  them 
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to  the  academy,  there  will  not  be  the  manifold  errors  which  attend  80  large  a 
portion  of  those  who  are  appointed  under  the  present  system.  Were  each  coa- 
gressional  district  authorized  to  place  two  or  more  apprentices  on  the  school- 
ship,  and  the  annual  selection  of  midshipmen,  or  one-half  of  the  midehipmen* 
directed  to  be  made  from  these  apprentices,  its  effect  would  be  most  beneficent  co 
the  sailor,  as  well  as  the  schools  and  the  service.  It  would  popularise  the 
navy,  and  open  to  those  who  may  have  enlisted  the  highest  positions  and 
honors  of  the  service. 

NAVAL  ACADEMY. 

Congress  having  by  the  act  approved  May  21,  1864,  directed  that  "  the  Uni- 
ted States  Naval  Academy  shall  be  returned  to,  and  established  at,  the  Naval 
Academy  grounds  in  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  academic  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,"  it  will  be 
necessary  that  preparations  should  be  commenced  for  putting  the  buildings  and 
grounds  in  order  as  early  in  the  ensuing  spring  as  the  War  Department  can 
leave  them.  The  school  and  the  service  will  bo  benefited  by  having  the  insti- 
tution permanently  established,  and  when  this  is  effected,  it  will  be  enabled  to 
pursue  its  career  under  circumstances  more  favorable  to  the  efficient  training  of 
the  midshipmen. 

The  able  superintendent.  Commodore  George  S.  Blake,  has  preserved  his 
connexion  with  the  school  during  its  unsettled  state,  and  its  management, 
under  many  disadvantages,  has  been  creditable  to  him  and  his  associates. 

CADET    ENOIIVBBRS. 

Preliminary  measures  have  been  taken  to  carry  into  effect  the  law  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  authorizing  the  education  at  the  Naval  Academy  of  cadet 
engineers,  to  be  selected  from  youths  not  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  who  shall 
have  been  engaged  at  least  two  years  in  the  fabrication  of  steam  machinery.  A 
circular  has  been  issued  and  printed  in  the  papers  of  the  great  manufacturing 
cities,  inviting  applications  in  conformity  to  the  law. 

Before  this  plan  shall  be  put  in  operation,  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  in  view  of 
the  radical  changes  which  have  been  wrought  by  steam  as  a  motive  power  for 
naval  vessels,  whether  steam-engineering  should  not  be  made  to  constitute  here- 
after a  necessary  part  of  the  education  of  all  midshipmen,  so  that  in  our  future 
navy  every  line  officer  will  be  a  steam-engineer,  and  qualified  to  have  complete 
command  and  direction  of  his  ship.  Hereafter  every  vessel-of-war  must  be  a 
steam  vessel.  Those  designed  for  ocean  service  will  be  furnished  with  sails  in 
order  to  economize  fuel  while  cruising ;  the  present  and  future  navy  will  there- 
fore combine  sails  and  steam  as  motive  power,  and  seamanship  and  steam-engine 
driving  will  each  be  necessary  to  make  the  finished  professional  officer.  The 
officers  to  sail  and  navigate  a  ship  and  the  officers  to  run  the  steam-engine  are 
about  equal  in  number. 

The  department  is  not  aware  that  any  line-officer,  whatever  attention  may 
have  been  given  by  him  to  the  theoretical  study  of  steam,  is  yet  capable  of 
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taking  charge  of  an  engine,  nor  are  steam-engine  drivers  capable  of  taking  charge  of 
a  man^f-war,  navigating  her,  fighting  her  guns,  and  preserving  her  discipline. 
When  vessels  were  propelled  exclusively  by  sails,  there  were  but  two  officers, 
excepting  in  flag-ships,  the  surgeon  and  paymaster,  who  were  not  line-officers* 
Bnt  nnder  the  present  naval  system  a  new  and  additional  corps  is  introduced,  as 
many  steam-engineers  being  required  for  a  vessel  as  there  are  line-officers;  and, 
while  cruising  nnder  sail,  or  lying  in  port,  or  performing  any  duty  when  the 
engine  is  at  rest,  one-half  of  the  officers  are,  by  existing  regulations,  idle  and 
incapable  of  participating  in  duties  that  are  often  laborious  and  oppressive  on 
the  officers  of  the  line,  comparatively  speaking.  The  engineers  would  will- 
ingly share  these  duties  were  they  acquainted  with  them.  But  half  the  officers 
of  a  steamship  cannot  keep  watch,  cannot  navigate  her,  cannot  exercise  the 
great  guns  or  small  arms,  nor,  except  as  volunteers  under  a  line-officer,  take 
part  in  any  expedition  against  the  enemy.  On  the  other  hand,  the  other 
half  of  the  officers  are  incapable  of  managing  the  steam  motive  power,  or  of 
taking  charge  of  the  engine-room  in  an  emergency,  nor  can  the  commander  of  a 
vessel,  though  careftilly  taught  every  duty  of  a  sailor  and  drill-officer,  understand, 
of  his  own  knowledge,  whether  the  engineers  and  firemen  are  competent  or  not. 

The  remedy  for  all  this  is  very  simple,  provided  the  principle  were  once  re- 
cognized and  adopted  of  making  our  officers  engine  drivers  as  well  as  sailors.  It 
would  not  be  expedient  to  interfere  with  the  present  status  of  line  officers  or 
engineers — the  change  would  be  too  radical ;  but  we  should  begin  by  teaching 
each  midshipman  to  be  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  line-officers  and  steam- 
engineers.  To  combine  the  two  in  one  profession,  so  that  officers  so  educated 
can  take  their  watch  alternately  in  the  engine-room  and  on  deck. 

Objection  may  be  made  that  the  duties,  are  dissimilar,  and  that  steam-en- 
gine driving  is  a  specialty.  The  duties  are  not  more  dissimilar  than  seamanship 
and  gunnery.  When  seamanship  was  the  only  education  given  to  an  officer,  it 
was  not  believed  he  could  ever  learn  to  teach  sailors  to  drill,  and  a  sergeant 
of  marines  performed  the  duty  which  is  now  so  admirably  discharged  by  the 
graduates  of  the  Naval  Academy.  When  gunnery  became  a  specialty,  it  was 
inconsiderately  and  unwisely  proposed  to  have  a  corps  of  ordnance  officers  en- 
grafted upon  the  naval  service,  a  separate  organization,  which  should  draw  to 
itself  the  knowledge  so  necessary  to  each,  and  therefore  proper  to  be  distributed 
amongst  all  the  officers. 

«  Fortunately  our  naval  officers  are  taught  seamanship,  gunnery,  and  the  in- 
fantry drill,  and  the  service  thereby  saved  from  distinct  organizations  in  these 
respects,  which  would  inevitably  have  impaired  its  efficiency.  It  only  remains 
to  commence,  at  this  time,  and  as  preparatory  to  the  future  of  the  navy,  to 
teach  the  midshipmen  steam-engineering,  as  applied  to  running  the  engine. 
This  would  be  independent  of  the  art  of  designing  and  constructing,  which  is 
purely  a  specialty,  and  nowise  necessary  in  the  management  and  direction 
of  the  ship.  And  to  this  specialty,  as  a  highly  scientific  body  of  officers,  would 
the  present  cofpe  of  engineers  be  always  required,  as  inspectors  and  construct- 
ors of  machinery.    With  the  adoption  of  the  suggestions  here  made  we  shall  in 
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due  time  have  a  homogeneons  corps  of  officers,  who  will  be  masters  of  the  mo- 
tive power  of  their  ships  in  the  future,  as  they  have  been  of'  seamanship  in  the 
past.  By  this  arrangement  there  will  be  in  each  ship  double  the  namber  of 
officers  capable  of  fighting  and  running  the  vessel  without  additional  appoint- 
ments or  expense.  Innumerable  other  advantages  commend  the  plan  as  worth j 
of  trial,  and  it  is  presented  for  favorable  consideration.  The  work  can  be  com- 
menced and  carried  forward  at  the  Naval  Academy  without  any  additional 
appropriation,  and  the  authority  of  Congress  is  invoked  in  behalf  of  the  sug- 
gestions here  submitted. 

PRIZES   AND   PENSIONS. 

The  number  of  vessels  captured  by  the  squadrons  since  the  last  annual  re- 
port, and  reported  to  the  department  prior  to  November  1,  is  324,  classified 
as  follows :  schooners,  105 ;  steamers,  88 ;  sloops,  40 ;  brigs,  3 ;  barks,  3  > 
small  boats,  85.  The  total  number  of  captures  since  the  commencement  of  the 
rebellion  is  1,379,  viz  :  schooners,  652  ;  steamers,  267  ;  sloops,  171 ;  bri^,  33; 
barks,  29  ;  ships,  15;  yachts  and  small  boats,  117. 

The  gross  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  condemned  prize  property 
amounts  to  $14,396,250  51 ;  expenses,  $1,237,153  96;  leaving  for  distribution, 
one-half  to  the  captors,  and  one-half  to  the  United  States  as  a  naval  pension 
fund,  $13,190,841  46. 

Annexed  to  this  report  is  a  table  giving  the  names  of  vessels  captured,  date 
of  capture,  name  of  capturing  vessel,  &c.  Also  a  list  of  cases  already  adjudi- 
cated, showing  the  gross  proceeds  of  sale,  the  expense  of  condemnation,  and  the 
net  amount  for  distribution. 

A  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  approved  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  authorised 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  invest  so  much  of  the  naval  pension  fund  as  was 
not  required  for  the  immediate  payment  of  pensions  in  the  registered  securities 
of  the  United  States.  Under  the  authority  conferred  upon  me  I  have  in- 
vested five  million  dollars,  as  provided  in  the  resolution,  and  on  the  Ist  of 
January  next  there  will  be  the  further  sum  of  $2,000,000,  which  can  be  in- 
vested without  interfering  with  the  prompt  payment  of  pensions.  This  amount 
will  yield  an  annual  income  of  $420,000,  sufficieot  for  the  payment  of  the  en- 
tu-e  pension  roll.  It  afibrds  me  no  little  gratification  to  be  able  to  state,  that 
our  brave  officers  and  seamen,  besides  realizing  handsome  sums  for  themselves, 
have  created  a  fund,  the  income  from  which  will,  doubtless,  be  ample  for  the 
payment  of  the  authorized  pension  to  those  who  have  been  wounded,  and  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have  been  killed  in  the  service,  or  died 
from  disease  contracted  in  the  line  of  duty,  without  calling  upon  the  national 
treasury. 

The  pension  roll  on  the  1st  of  November,  1864,  was  as  follows : 

769  invalids  with  pensions  amounting  to $50,  401   10 

840  widows  and  orphans  amounting  to 139,  258  00 

1 ,  609  persons  receiving  a  total  amount  of 189,  659  10 
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In  this  connexion  I  ask  attention  to  the  euggestions  of  the  chief  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Medicine -and  Surgery  relative  to  naval  pensions.  The  act  of  Congress 
approved  July  11,  1862,  regulating  pensions,  makes  no  provision  for  the 
new  gprades  of  the  navy — ^rear-admiral,  commodore,  lieutenant  commander, 
&c. — authorised  by  act  of  Congress  on  the  16  th  of  July  of  the  same  year.  The 
act  should  be  so  revised  as  to  include  these  grades,  and  it  is  suggested  that  a 
better  adaptation  of  the  amount  of  pension  to  the  responsibility  of  the  officer 
might  be  advantageously  made.  The  highest  pay  now  authorized  is  thirty  dol- 
lars per  month,  the  family  of  a  captain  receiving  no  more  than  the  family  of  a 
roaster  commanding,  and  is  a  reduction  of  twenty  dollars  per  month  from  the 
amount  formerly  paid.  The  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the  4th  of  July  last 
provides  that  a  person  in  the  "  military  service  "  who  shall  lose  both  feet  shall 
receive  a  pension  of  $20  per  month,  and  those  who  shall  lose  both  hands  $25  per 
month.  As  the  law  is  construed  not  to  include  persons  in  the  naval  service, 
those  who  have  suffered  a  similar  loss  in  the  navy  continue  to  receive  but  eight 
or  ten  dollars  per  month — an  inequality  which  it  is  believed  was  not  intended* 
I  suggest  such  changes  in  the  law  as  will  place  the  sailor  upon  the  same  foot- 
ing as  the  soldier. 

PRIZE   LAW. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  act  in  relation  to  abandoned  and  captured  prop- 
erty, approved  July  2,  1864,  reverses  the  law  of  prize  as  it  stood  prior  to  the 
present  rebellion,  and  also  as  adjudged  and  applied  since  the  commencement  of 
the  rebellion  by  the  courts  in  their  exercise  of  prize  jurisdiction.  It  reverses 
also  for  the  future  the  public  policy  of  the  country  upon  the  subject,  as  mani- 
fested in  the  legislation  of  Congress  both  before  the  rebellion  and  since  its  com- 
mencement up  to  the  date  of  this  act. 

This  abrupt  reversal  of  settled  law  and  of  public  policy  in  regard  to  "  property 
seized  or  taken  upon  any  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  by  the  naval  forces 
thereof,"  was  not,  I  apprehend,  well  considered,  and  does  not  appear  to  have 
undergone  discussion  in  either  branch  of  Congress.  Whether  the  words  "  no 
property  seized  or  taken  upon  any  inland  waters  of  the  United  States  by  the 
naval  forces  thereor*  comprehend  not  only  cargoes,  but  vessels,  may  be  ques- 
tioned ;  but  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  Congress  intended  to  deny  that  naval 
vessels  captured  in  naval  conflict,  as  at  New  Orleans,  or  Memphis,  or  in  Mobile 
bay,  are  the  legitimate  subject  of  prize.  The  same  is  true  also  of  transports, 
armed  or  unarmed,  conveying  the  troops  or  munitions  of  an  enemy,  which  may 
be  captured.  It  seems  improbable  that  to  deprive  such  captures  of  the  character 
of  prize  could  have  been  deliberately  intended. 

Do  the  words  "any  inland  waters  of  the  United  States"  embrace  the. Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  bays,  the  bay  of  Mobile,  and  Lake  Pontchartraiu  ? 

By  the  terms  of  this  section  the  naval  officer  seizing  or  taking  property  has 
the  option  either  to  send  it  in  to  the  courts  or  to  turn  it  over  under  the  act  of 
March  12,  1863,  to  the  Treasury  agent.  No  one  but  the  naval  seizor  has  this 
option.     All  other  persons  must  turn  over  their  seizures  to  the  treasury  agent. 
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It  is  difficult  to  perceive  the  purpoee  for  which  this  dietinction  is  made.  The 
property  seized  is  either  liable  to  capture  and  condemnation  «8  prize,  or  it  is 
not.  If  it  be  so  liable,  he  is  bound  to  send  it  to  the  prize  court.  Why,  then, 
should  he  have  authority  to  turn  it  over  to  the  treasury  agent  t  and  if  it  be  not 
BO  liable,  why  should  the  naval  seizer  alone  be  relieved  from  the  obligation  of 
sending  it  to  the  treasury  agent  ? 

If  it  be  the  object  of  the  section  to  take  away  the  character  of  prize  of  war 
from  all  property  which  may  be  captured  by  naval  forces  on  the  inland  waters 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  whether  its  repeal  is  not 
demanded  by  the  highest  considerations  of  public  policy.  The  inland  waters 
of  the  United  States  constitute  cruising  stations  of  vast  extent,  and  so  situated 
as  to  be  of  supreme  importance  in  the  prosecution  of  this,  or,  indeed,  of  any 
maritime  war.  These  waters  offer  the  readiest  naval  access  to  vast  amounts  of 
commercial  property  belonging  to  those  who  are  now  waging  war  against  the 
government.  The  property,  both  public  and  private,  found  upon  these  waters 
and  along  their  shores  belonging  to  the  enemy  is,  under  the  public  law  of  war, 
liable  to  capture  by  naval  belligerents,  and  when  so  captured,  to  condemnation 
as  prize  of  war.  By  the  exercise  of  this  right,  a  naval  force  can  reach  and  capture 
property  which  should  bo  taken  from  an  enemy,  and  which  is  yet  left  untouched 
by  our  statutes. 

Upon  the  inland  waters  within  the  insurrectionary  region,  or  affording  access 
to  or  egress  from  it,  our  naval  vessels  are  now  in  great  numbers,  and  while  the 
war  lasts  will  continue  to  be  engaged  in  belligerent  operations.  Why  should 
the  law  intervene  and  deprive  that  part  of  the  navy  of  one  of  its  primary 
belligerent  rights  ?  It  certainly  could  not  have  been  intended  to  cripple  the 
power  of  the  navy  to  cripple  the  enemy,  or  by  law  to  hedge  round  and  protect 
from  capture  and  condemnation  an  enemy's  property.  The  service  on  inland 
waters  is  not  less  difficult,  perilous,  and  harassing  than  that  on  the  sea,  that  there 
should  be  this  discrimination  against  it,  nor  has  it  been  less  useful  to  the  country. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  act  no  more  of  the  proceeds  of  any  capture  go 
into  the  treasury  than  under  the  law  of  war,  because  the  sixth  section  authorizes 
the  allowance  of  a  moiety  to  "  informers,  collectors  of  the  customs,  and  other 
persons,"  as  an  incentive  to  "  vigilance  in  protecting  the  public  interest."  In 
taking  this  moiety  from  the  officers  and  crews  who  make  the  captures,  and 
conferring  it  on  the  informer  or  custom-house  officer,  the  treasury  and  country 
are  not  benefited.  The  right  to  make  capture  or  prize  of  war,  in  all  places  and 
upon  all  property,  subject  to  the  law  of  war,  is  one  of  the  encouragements 
which  maritime  nations  have  extended  to  their  navies  in  all  time,  and  ours  has 
been  no  exception  until  this  enactment.  The  exercise  of  this  right,  in  cutting 
off  the  resources  of  an  enemy,  is  one  of  the  chief  methods  by  which  nations 
seek  to  bring  war  to  a  close. 

There  is  no  reason  why  in  this  war  against  the  rel  ion  an  ancient  and  right- 
ful proceeding  should  be  aband<  d«  mafl  •-'  ^  'ed  t  t  must  ope  e  to 
our  national  injury  in  all  wi  ""  •*•  "^  Inde 
that  in  fighting  down  this 
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either  as  against  the  rebels  themselves,  or  their  abettors,  or  the  property  upon 
which  they  rely  for  their  resources,  or  why,  indeed,  we  should  relinguish  any  one 
belligerent  right.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  be  well  to  preserve  to  our  navy  upon 
all  the  waters  where  it  can  float  or  fight  all  its  rights  of  war  unimpaired. 

With  these  views  the  expediency  of  a  repeal  of  the  7th  section  of  the  act 
alluded  to  is  recommended,  and  the  substitution  in  its  place  of  some  provision  of 
like  effect  to  that  which  is  found  in  the  last  section  of  the  act  upon  the  same 
subject  approved  March  12,  1863. 

CONTRACTS. 

The  present  contract  system  is  open  to  many  and  serious  objections.  What- 
ever may  have  been  its  merits  when  originally  established,  the  condition  of 
the  country  and  of  trade  has  so  changed  as  to  render  essential  modifications 
necessary,  if  not  the  abrogation  of  the  system  itself.  The  instability  of  prices, 
and  a  rising  market  during  the  progress  of  the  war,  have  made  it  difficult,  and» 
in  some  instances,  almost  impossible  to  procure  offers  for  contracts  to  furnish 
yearly  supplies  for  the  navy  from  honest  and  reliable  contractors  at  a  rate 
which  does  not  contemplate  the  highest  market  price  of  gold,  as  well  as  long 
delay  in  the  time  of  payment.  Any  change  for  the  better  in  the  condition  of 
the  country  or  the  market  will  be  a  gain  to  the  contractor  who  has  an  annual 
contract,  and  a  corresponding  loss  to  the  government. 

A  proposal  made  the  present  year  for  the  annual  supply  of  flax  canvas 
which  is  mostly  imported,  illustrates  this  point.  The  bids  were  received  when 
exchange  was  at  nearly  the  highest  rate  it  has  attained,  and  from  an  honorable 
and  reliable  contractor  who  has  for  years  supplied  the  government  faithfully. 
The  aggregate  of  the  offer  was,  for  payment  in  currency,  $1,428,719  50,  or  for 
payment  in  gold,  or  its  equivalent,  at  the  time  each  bill  was  paid,  $536,923. 
There  was  no  alternative  under  the  law  other  than  to  accept  the  currency  bid, 
and  as  the  rate  of  exchange  has  fallen,  there  has  been  a  corresponding  increase 
of  profits  to  the  contractor. 

In  this  case,  and  others  of  like  character,  the  true  interest  of  the  government 
would  undoubtedly  be  promoted  were  the  department  permitted  to  assume  the 
risk,  and  omit  making  annual  contracts,  relying  upon  purchases  as  wanted,  under 
the  direction  of  the  department,  at  the  current  market  price.  The  government 
is  seldom  benefited  by  a  rise  in  prices ;  for  while  the  laws  compel  its  agents  to 
pnmie  a  definite  course  of  action,  the  contractor  generally  finds  little  difficulty 
in  evading  penalties,  and  a  losing  contract  is  therefore  abandoned.  It  is  worthy 
of  serious  consideration  whether,  for  the  present  at  least,  it  would  not  be  for  the 
tme  interest  of  the  government  to  relinquish  the  system  of  annual  contracts  al- 
together, and  authorize  purchases  to  be  made  by  agents  of  probity,  whose  fidelity 
and  integrity  have  been  tested  through  years  of  faithful  service,  and  who  have 
a  life-long  commission  as  well  as  a  character  to  lose  as  a  penalty  for  malfea- 
sance. 

Another  source  of  embarrassment  in  procuring  naval  supplies  has  been  the 
delay  and  uncertainty  of  payment.    Unless  a  definite  time  for  payment  is  fixed » 
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and  bills  are  promptly  met,  or  unless  interest  be  allowed  daring  the  delay  of 
payment,  the  government  will  inevitably  become  a  large  sufferer.  Many  of  the 
best  merchants  in  our  principal  cities,  who  have  heretofore  sought  dealings  with 
the  government,  now  decline  accepting  an  order  on  any  terms. 

It  has  never  been  the  policy  of  this  department  to  advance  money  to  its  agents, 
and  they  cannot  for  this  reason  make  cash  payments.  Requisitions  are  drawn 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  only  for  matured  bills,  and  every  day's  delay 
in  the  payment  of  a  fulfilled  contract  is  a  wrong  and  a  loss  to  the  holder,  and 
of  ultimate  serious  injury  to  the  government.  As  a  consequence,  the  government 
is  driven  to  other,  and  often  less  honest  dealers,  and  is  compelled  to  pay  for 
subsequent  purchases  higher  rates.  Government,  instead  of  being  shunned  and 
distrasted  for  neglecting  to  make  prompt  payment  for  value  received,  should,  for 
its  prompt  payments,  be  a  favored  purchaser  in  any  market — enabled  to  deaJ 
with  the  manufacturer  or  producer  at  first  prices,  instead  of  with  second  and  third 
hands. 

If  supplies  are  procured  when  wanted  and  as  wanted,  at  the  market  price, 
either  in  open  purchase,  by  an  honest  agent,  or  upon  bids  received  for  immediate 
delivery,  with  prompt  payment,  immense  sums  would  be  saved  to  the  department 
and  the  government. 

I  have  heretofore  referred  to  the  defects  and  abuses  practiced  under  the  exist* 
ing  laws  of  awarding  annual  contracts  for  naval  supplies  to  the  lowest  bidder. 
Whatever  may  be  the  character  or  reputation  of  the  bidder  for  fair  arid  honest 
dealing,  no  discretion  is  given  to  any  officer  of  the  government  in  the  premises, 
nor  can  any  officer  decline  the  contract,  though  it  may  be  obvious  the  bidder 
cannot  furnish  good  articles  at  ttm  prices  which  he  proposes. 

Contracts  are  made  under  the  operation  of  existing  laws,  which  cannot  be 
honestly  fulfilled ;  and  under  the  practice  that  has  prevailed,  the  whole  system 
has  become  tainted  with  demoralization  and  fraud,  by  which  the  honest  and  fair 
dealer  is  too  often  driven  from  the  market.  Articles  inferior  in  quality  and  de- 
ficient in  quantity  are  delivered  and  passed.  Bribery  and  other  improper  prac- 
tices are  resorted  to,  to  induce  persons  in  the  employment  of  the  government  to 
aid  in  these  frauds. 

Malfeasance  on  the  part  of  officials  in  connexion  with  the  purchase  and  de- 
livery of  supplies  was  alleged  to  exist,  and  with  the  purpose  of  investigating 
and  bringing  such  fraudulent  practices  to  light,  application  was  made  to  the  War 
Department,  which  detailed  an  officer  to  prosecute  these  inquiries.  The  result 
is  that  many  and  great  frauds  have  been  discovered.  Proceedings  have  accord- 
ingly been  instituted,  and  are  now  in  progress  against  some  of  the  parties  im- 
plicated before  military  tribunals  under  the  statute,  and  against  others  in  tlie 
civil  courts. 

INCREASE   OF   SALARIES. 

In  consequence  of  the  greatly  increased  prices  that  prevail,  many  who  are 
in  the  clerical  employment  of  the  government,  at  a  compensation  established 
prior  to  the  war,  are  receiving  a  remuneration  wholly  insufficient.    The  state  of 
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the  currencj,  with  other  causes,  has  so  affected  prices  that  these  men  are  re- 
ceiving relatively  but  about  one-half  the  pay  of  former  years,  and  the  effect 
has  been  such  as  to  compel  many  of  the  best  clerks  in  this  department  to  leave 
the  government  service.  This  is  a  public  injury,  especially  in  a  crisis  like  the 
present.  The  place  of  an  experienced  and  accomplished  clerk  is  at  no  time 
easily  supplied ;  but  when  such  place  is  vacated  for  the  reason  that  it  is  not  re- 
munerative, or  that  the  pay  is  below  corresponding  positions  in  private  establish- 
ments, the  difficulty  is  increased.  It  is  therefore  suggested  that  the  salaries  of 
the  clerical  force,  or  a  portion  of  the  clerical  force,  be  increased  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  or  until  the  currency  shall  return  to  a  specie  standard. 

This  recommendation  is  made  with  some  reluctance,  and  only  under  a  sense 
of  its  absolute  necessity  at  this  time. 

master's  mates. 
When  the  rate  of  pay  for  master's  mates  ^as  established  it  was  thought  to 
correspond  with  that  of  other  grades — but  the  changes  in  currency  and  values 
which  have  since  taken  place  render  it  difficult  to  retain  in  service  a  sufficient 
number  of  this  highly  serviceable  and  meritorious  class  of  officers.  I  would 
therefore  recommend  that  the  pay  of  master's  mates  be  increased  from  forty  to 
sixty  dollars  per  month. 

EXPENSES  AND  ESTIMATES. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1863,  there  was  an  unexpended  balance 

sUnding  to  the  credit  of  the  department  of $39, 101,  970  34 

The  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864, 

were 76,  663,  567  36 

Total  available  means 115,  765,  537  70 

The  expenditures  of  the  department  during  the  same  time 
were 85,  733,  292  77 

Leaving  a  balance  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  fiscal 

year  of 30,  032,  244  93 

The  appropriations  for  the  current  year  are 109,  256,  814  54 

Making  the  total  available  resources  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1865 139,  289,  059  47 

The  estimates  submitted  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1866,  are  as 
follows : 

Pay  of  the  navy 23,  327,  722  60 

Construction  and  repair  of  steam  machinery 17, 145,  000  0^ 

Construction  and  repair  of  vessels 24,  530,  000  00 

Ordnance  and  magazines 9, 187,  615  00 

Fuel,  hemp,  and  equipment  of  vessels 14,  050  000  00 

Provisions  and  clothing 13,  923,  280  75 

Navy  yards  and  superintendents 4,  577,  313  00 
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Navigation  and  Naval  Academy 562,  626  00 

Surgeons'  necessaries  and  hospitals 315,  000  00 

Marine  corps 1,  599,  087  70 

Contingent  and  miscellaneous 2, 970,  018  33 

Total 112,187  663  28 


The  expenditures  of  the  department  since  the  4th  of  March,  1861,  have  been 
as  follows : 

From  4th  of  March  to  close  of  fiscal  year,  June  30, 1861 6,  244,  357  63 

For  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1862 42,  20O,  529  06 

For  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1863 63,  211,  105  27 

For  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1864 85,  733,  292  77 

From  July  1,  1864,  to  November  1, 1864 41,  257,  976  72 

Estimated  expenditures  from  November  1,  1864,  to  March 

4,  1865 42,  000  000  00 

Total  for  four  years 280,  647,  261  45 


This  exhibits  an  average  annual  expenditure,  through  four  years  of  expensive 
war,  prosecuted  under  many  and  great  disadvantages,  of  $70,161,813.  Could 
the  transactions  of  the  department  have  been  conducted  on  the  true  standard  of 
value,  that  of  gold  and  silver,  or  of  paper  convertible  into  money  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  our  naval  war  expenses  would  scarcely  exceed,  perhaps  not  equal, 
the  current  expense  of  either  of  the  great  maritime  powers  during  the  same  pe- 
riod. There  is  also  this  great  difference :  Those  powers  had  a  navy  already 
constructed  and  in  commission.  We  have  had  to  create  and  pay  for  one,  in  ad- 
dition to  our  annual  current  war  expenses.  Were  the  cost  of  our  vessels  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  above  stated,  the  expenses  of  this  department  would 
fall  millions  below  those  of  other  governments.  As  the  vessels  which  were  built 
and  purchased  have  an  intrinsic  value,  the  money  paid  for  them  may  be  consid- 
ered to  be  well  invested. 

The  condition  of  the  currency  which  has  enhanced  the  cost  of  all  materials 
and  supplies  has  swelled  the  naval  expenditures  many  millions,  while  the  failure 
to  pay  promptly  and  when  due  the  bills  of  contractors  and  others,  has  still 
further  increased  the  aggregate  of  expenditures  and  augmented  the  difficulties 
in  the  work  of  creating  and  organizing  the  naval  force. 

THE    BUREAUS. 

The  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  several  bureaus  present  in  detail  the  opera- 
tions of  their  respective  departments  for  the  year.  As  they  will  be  printed  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session  of  Congress,  it  is  unnecessary  that  I  should 
do  more  than  refer  to  the  principal  subjects  embraced  in  them. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks  calls  attention  to  the  great  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  materials  and  labor,  and  the  consequent  deficiency  in  some 
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of  the  appropriations.  He  urges  a  change  in  the  present  contract  system,  and 
gives  it  as  his  opinion  that,  in  consequence  of  its  operations,  the  hureau  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  twenty  per  cent,  more  than  the  market  price  for  some  of  the 
smaller  articles,  which  could  better  be  procured  by  open  purchase.  The  intel- 
ligence, judgment,  and  great  experience  of  this  ofEcer  entitle  his  suggestions  to 
respectful  consideration.  The  delay  in  passing  the  appropriation  bill  until  near  the 
close  of  the  long  session  of  Congress  is  considered  another  fruitful  source  of 
evil.  The  purchase  of  additional  land  at  Boston  and  Philadelphia  to  enlarge 
the  navy  yards  at  those  places  is  recommended.  More  water  front  is  indispen- 
sably necessary. 

The  report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair  explains 
in  detail  the  kind  of  vessels  it  is  proposed  to  build,  and  for  which  estimates  are 
submitted.  He  recommends  that  provision  be  made  for  procuring  and  keeping 
on  hand  a  supply  of  building  timber  and  material,  the  accumulations  of  past 
years  having  been  exhausted.  He  also  recommends  that  measures  be  taken  to 
increase  the  facilities  in  the  several  navy  yards  for  the  construction  of  vessels. 
In  case  of  a  foreign  war,  an  additional  number  of  dry  docks  would  be  required. 
Many  important  suggestions  are  made  relative  to  the  size  of  steam  war  vessels 
and  the  construction  of  armored  vessels  for  sea-service. 

The  report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Steam  Engineering  contains  a  review 
of  the  operations  of  the  bureau  since  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Detailed 
statements  are  made  of  the  size  and  power  of  the  different  classes  of  engines 
designed  by  the  bureau  and  by  other  parties,  and  of  the  results  attained  in  each 
case.  Particular  notice  is  given  to  the  experiments  which  have  been  made  to 
test  the  relative  value  of  engines  and  boilers,  the  economy  of  using  super-heated 
over  saturated  steam,  as  well  as  steam  with  different  measures  of  expan- 
sion ;  the  value  of  the  different  kinds  of  coal  and  of  petroleum  as  a  substitute, 
and  of  other  less  important  combinations  which  enter  into  the  construction  and 
working  of  steam  machinery.  Drawings  and  specifications  have  been  furnished 
for  the  machinery  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  steamers,  having  an  aggregate 
burden  of  149,906  tons,  besides  supplying  the  necessary  drawings  and  direc- 
tions for  the  alteration  and  renewal,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  the  machinery  of  a 
very  large  number  of  other  vessels. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau-  of  Equipment  and  Recruiting  states  the  personnel  of 
the  navy  at  about  6,000  officers  and  45,000  men.  Under  the  operation  of  the 
acts  of  Congress,  giving  seamen  the  same  bounties  as  soldiers,  and  crediting 
their  enlistment  upon  the  quotas  of  towns,  the  naval  deficiencies  have  been 
filled.  There  are  now  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  apprentice  boys  on  the 
school-ship  Sabine,  and  the  system,  as  well  as  the  proficiency  of  the  pupils,  is 
well  spoken  of.  The  consumption  of  coal  this  year  will  be  about  five  hundred 
thousand  ttius.  The  ropewalk  at  the  Charlestown  navy  yard  furnishes  all  the 
larger  sizes  of  rope  required,  but  the  facilities  at  the  Washington  navy  yard  are 
entirely  inadequate  to  supply  the  needed  quantity  of  cables  and  anchors,  and 
additional  establishments  are  recommended. 

The  report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  presents  a  resume  of  the 
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history  and  economy  of  oar  naval  ordnance.  The  constant  demanda  of  the 
navy  during  the  year  for  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  have  been  promptly  met* 
and  at  the  same  time  full  attention  has  been  given  to  the  many  new  and  impor- 
tant ordnance  questions  of  the  day.  Among  other  suggestions,  is  that  of  the 
removal  of  our  large  magazines  from  their  present  locations  to  more  secliided 
situations.  The  importance  of  the  permanent  organization  of  a  gunnery-8hip» 
as  a  school  for  the  instruction  of  officers  and  men,  preparatory  to  being  placed 
on  board  cruising  vessels,  is  again  presented.  Owing  to  the  great  increase  of 
ordnance  work,  and  the  accumulation  of  material  at  the  New  York  navy  yardt 
more  room  is  needed.  To  meet  this  requirement,  the  bureau  has  commenced 
the  filling  up  of  the  unoccupied  marsh  adjacent  to  the  cob-dock,  which,  when 
completed,  will  afford  ample  accommodations,  as  well  as  furnish  a  park  for  two 
thousand  cannon,  with  all  appliances  for  fitting  them  for  service. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and  Clothing  recommends  a  new  ar- 
rangement of  storehouses,  and  that  they  be  entirely  disconnected  from  the  navy 
yards.  Also  the  establishment  of  two  government  bakeries  and  the  preparation 
by  the  government  of  the  preserved  meats  and  desiccated  vegetables,  which  now 
form  a  part  of  the  navy  ration.  He  also  recommends  an  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  paymasters  and  assistant  paymasters  in  the  regular  service,  and  the 
establishiDent  of  the  grade  of  passed  assistant  paymaster.  The  extraordinary 
rise  in  the  price  of  provisions  and  clothing,  and  the  increased  number  of  men 
in  the  service,  render  additional  appropriations  necessary. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  submits  the  usual  reports  of  the  naval 
observatory.  Nautical  Almanac  office,  and  the  general  administration  of  his  de- 
pai-tment.  Nearly  all  the  nautical  instruments  used  in  the  navy,  which,  prior 
to  the  war,  were  procured  abroad,  are  now  of  American  manufacture,  not  ex- 
cepting chronometers  and  comparing  watches.  The  same  gratifying  advance 
cannot  be  stated  with  reference  to  material  for  flags,  as  we  still  sail  under  foreign 
bunting.  Notwithstanding  the  large  quantity  used  by  the  army,  the  navy,  and 
the  commercial  marine,  scarcely  any  progress  has  been  had  in  inducing  Ameri- 
can establishments  to  undertake  its  manufacture. 

The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  states  the  number  of  cas- 
ualties reported  during  the  year  to  be  171  killed  and  351  wounded.  Total  num- 
ber of  cases  of  sickness  under  treatment,  61,229;  of  which  number  1,048  died, 
58,070  were  returned  to  duty  or  discharged,  leaving  2,111  under  treatment  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  The  total  number  of  deaths  is  1 ,560.  He  suggests  a 
reorganization  of  the  medical  department  so  as  to  place  it  in  better  harmony 
with  the  growth  and  expansion  of  other  branches  of  the  service,  and  to  adapt  it 
more  efficiently  to  present  wants.  With  the  existing  organization  and  pay,  it  is 
found  impossible  to  procure  the  requisite  number  of  medical  officers,  the  superior 
inducements  held  out  to  enter  the  land  service  attracting  many  in  that  direction 
who  would  otherwise  prefer  service  in  the  navy.  The  statistics  forming  a  part 
of  the  report  show  the  large  number  of  resignations,  as  well  as  the  large  pro- 
portion of  those  now  in  the  volunteer  service  who  decline  positions  in  the  per. 
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manent  corps.  Since  January,  fifty-two  resignations  bave  occurred,  and  quite  a 
number  are  now  before  tbe  department  unaccepted,  simply  because  of  the  im- 
possibility of  filling  the  vacancies.  It  is  suggested  that  the  only  remedy  is  to 
make  the  medical  commission  more  desirable  in  pay  and  position.  The  subject 
IB  commended  to  the  attention  of  Congress.  Additional  appropriations  are  re- 
quired for  the  completion  of  hospitals,  and  an  alteration  of  the  law  of  March  3, 
1851,  relating  to  the  value  of  rations  of  sick  transferred  to  hospitals,  is  sug- 
gested. Authority  to  purchase  the  balance  of  square  No.  948,  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  for  a  naval  hospital,  is  also  requested.  The  government  already 
owning  a  portion  of  the  land  makes  it  desirable,  on  many  accounts,  that  the  re- 
mainder (some  14,000  feet)  should  also  be  under  control  of  the  department. 

The  colonel  commandant  of  the  marine  corps  reports  his  command  in  a  good 
state  of  discipline.  Although  its  number  is  now  fully  equal  to  the  quota  author- 
ized by  law,  he  is  unable  to  comply  with  all  the  requisitions  for  guards  for  sea- 
going vessels.  The  reports  from  the  several  squadrons  and  vessels  of  the  service 
show  that,  in  the  gallant  deeds  of  the  navy,  the  marines  have  borne  an  honorable 
part. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  this  my  fourth  annual  report  I  have  submitted  somewhat  in  detail  the 
condition  of  the  department  and  the  service.  This  report  presents  the  distri- 
bution and  employment  of  a  maritime  force  which,  including  the  additions  to  it 
now  in  progress  and  near  completion,  constitutes,  for  all  the  purposes  of  defence, 
if  not  of  attack  and  conquest,  the  most  powerful  national  navy  in  the  world. 
In  four  preceding  similar  communications,  including  that  submitted  to  you  upon 
the  assembling  of  Congress  in  the  extra  session  of  1861,  it  has  been  my  duty 
to  exhibit  the  methods  and  measures  of  administration,  by  which,  from  a  com- 
paratively small  beginning,  and  under  the  pressure  of  an  unexampled  exigency, 
this  vast  naval  power  has,  since  your  accession  to  the  Presidency,  been  brought 
into  existence;  to  state  the  contributions  which  have  been  made  to  it  from  our 
commercial  marine;  to  indicate  the  application  of  all  the  resources  of  our  pub- 
lic naval  establishments  to  its  construction  and  preparation  for  service;  to  show 
how  individual  energy  and  skill  and  capital  have  come  successfully  in  aid  of 
insufficient  governmental  provision  for  the  due  prosecution  of  the  work,  and  to 
trace  in  general  outline  the  processes  and  results  of  inventive  genius  and  scien- 
tific experiment  which  have  clianged,  to  a  great  extent,  the  materials  and  forms 
of  naval  structure  and  armor  and  armament,  and  have  enabled  our  country, 
while  in  so  brief  a  period  assuming  a  foremost  place  among  maritime  nations, 
to  create  also  a  new  era  in  the  development  and  application  of  naval  force. 

In  connexion  with  such  account  of  the  sudden  creation  of  a  new  American 
naval  power,  it  has  been  at  the  same  time  my  privilege  in  these  communications 
to  make  official  record  of  a  series  of  naval  enterprises  and  achievements  wholly 
without  precedent  or  parallel.  No  previous  conception  of  efficient  blockade ; 
no  former  endurance  under  the  fire  of  fortified  batteries ;  no  audacity  and  sue- 
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ce8B  heretofore  known  of  naval  attack  upon  such  fortresses,  through  formidable 
submarine  obstructions  spread  for  their  defence ;  no  similar  penetration  by  war 
vessels  of  internal  waters  through  a  reach  of  navigation  almost  continental ;  no 
other  gigantic  scale  of  co-operation  of  naval  with  army  forces  in  expeditions  and 
combats  hundreds  of  miles  from  the  sea  board,  and  along  the  course  of  rivers 
precarious  and  dangerous  of  navigation,  can  anywhere  be  found  of  a  character 
to  compare  with  the  triumphs  in  all  these  forms  of  naval  effort  which  it  has 
been  the  duty  of  this  department  during  the  past  three  years  to  organize  and  to 
report. 

If  in  the  prosecution  of  duties  so  arduous,  complicated,  and  exacting,  the 
trust  confided  to  this  department  shall  appear  to  have  been  faithfully  and  fitly 
discharged,  then  certainly  my  acknowledgments  are  still  due,  as  they  have  been 
heretofore  expressed,  to  the  gentlemen  associated  with  me  in  its  management, 
to  the  whole  clerical  force,  to  the  several  chiefs  of  bureaus,  and  especially  to 
the  invaluable  services  of  the  Assistant  Secretary  and  the  chief  clerk  of  the 
department. 

But  it  is  to  the  officers  and  men  of  our  naval  sei'vice  that  the  great  renown  of 
what  has  thus  been  done,  and  is  doing,  justly  belongs.  The  best  administration 
of  this  department  can  do  little  more  at  any  time  than  to  give  them  the  ade- 
quate means  and  the  right  opportunity  of  action.  To  them,  therefore,  first  and 
always,  be  the  honor,  when  their  own  country  and. the  world  shall  recognize  in 
this  expansion  and  these  exploits  of  our  naval  power  a  spectacle  of  patriotic 
and  virtuous  heroism  worthy  of  the  cause  in  which  it  is  displayed,  and  of  the 
national  life  which  it  illustrates  and  defends. 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

To  the  President. 
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CO-OPERATION    WITH    ARMY    EXPEDITION    UNDER    GENERAL    GRAHAM. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Of  Newport  News,  Va,,  February  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  Returning  here  Sunday  afternoon,  3 let  ultimo,  after  an  absence  of  a 
few  hours  at  the  navy  yard,  I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Upshur, 
of  this  ship,  that  General  Graham  had  a  few  hours  previously  gone  up  the 
James  river  with  the  army  gunboats  on  an  expedition,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  capture  some  rebel  troops,  said  to  be  about  forty,  (40,)  and  tobacco,  and  that  on 
the  application  of  Genend  Graham,  Captain  Gansevoort  had  sent  Lieutenant 
Commander  Gillis  with  the  Commodore  Morris,  in  the  Nansemond,  to  co-operate. 

The  Commodore  Morris  being  very  short  of  her  complement,  a  detail  of  fifty 
(50)  men  from  this  ship  was  put  on  board  of  her  to  supply  her  deficiencies,  and 
Lieutenant  Commander  Gillis  was  instructed  bv  Lieutenant  Commander  Upshur 
Dot  to  allow  them  to  land  without  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 

On  my  return  I  ordered  the  Shokokon  and  Commodore  Barney  to  follow 
General  Graham  and  co-operate. 

At  7.30  next  morning,  in  a  dense  fog,  I  received  from  General  Graham  a 
letter  explaining  his  situation  and  asking  for  assistance.  Immediately  ordered 
the  Minnesota's  launches  to  be  got  out,  armed,  provided,  and  despatched  to  the 
aasistance  of  the  army  expedition,  and  telegraphed  to  General  Butler  on  the 
subject. 

Soon  afterwards  Acting  Ensign  Harris,  of  the  navy,  who  is  on  service  with 
the  army  and  was  in  this  expedition,  came  off  in  the  fog  to  our  picket  boat, 
Commodore  Jones,  and' reported  that  the  detachment  of  cavalry,  infantry  and  a 
howitzer  sauad,  in  all  about  ninety  (90)  men,  which  General  Graham  had  landed 
at  Smithfield  the  previous  afternoon,  had  on  their  march  to  Chuckatuck  encoun- 
tered a  superior  rorce  of  the  enemy,  and  at  8  p.  m.  had  been  driven  back  to 
Smithfield,  where  they  were  surrounded  and  in  great  danger  of  being  cut  off. 
Unfortunately,  none  of  the  army  gunboats  or  transports  were  then  at  Smith- 
field  to  protect  or  bring  off  the  detachment. 
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NORTH  ATLANTIC  SQUADRON. 


OPERATIONS    ON   JAMES    BIVEE. 


)PERATIOK    WITH    ABMY   EXPEDITION    UNDEB   OENBBAL    OBAHAH. 

JRtpart  of  Acting  Rear^Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Of  Newport  News,  Va„  February  2,  1864. 

::  Returning  here  Sunday  afternoon,  3 let  ultimo,  after  an  absence  of  a 
ours  at  the  navy  yard,  I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Upshur, 
8  ship,  that  General  Graham  had  a  few  hours  previously  gone  up  the 
B  river  with  the  army  gunboats  on  an  expedition,  the  object  of  which  was 
itore  some  rebel  ti-oops,  said  to  be  about  forty,  (40,)  and  tobacco,  and  that  on 

plication  of  General  Graham,  Captain  Gansevoort  had  sent  Lieutenant 

der  Gillis  with  the  Commodore  Morris,  in  the  Nansemond,  to  co-operate. 

e  Commodore  Morris  being  very  short  of  her  complement,  a  detail  of  fifty 

n  from  this  ship  was  put  on  board  of  her  to  supply  her  deficiencies,  and 

i  Commander  Gillis  was  instructed  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Upshur 

>  aiiow  them  to  land  without  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 

my  return  I  ordered  the  Shokokon  and  Commodore  Barney  to  follow 

1  Graham  and  co-operate. 

/.30  next  morning,  in  a  dense  fog,  I  received  from  General  Graham  a 
explaining  his  situation  and  asking  for  assistance.     Immediately  ordered 

mesota's  launches  to  be  got  out,  armed,  provided,  and  despatched  to  the 
ance  of  the  army  expedition,  and  telegraphed  to  General  Butler  on  the 

m  afterwards  Acting  Ensign  Harris,  of  the  navy,  who  is  on  service  with 
nny  and  was  in  this  expedition,  came  off  in  the  fog  to  our  picket  boat, 
Dodore  Jones,  and  reported  that  the  detachment  of  cavalry,  infantry  and  a 
tzer  squad,  in  all  about  ninety  (90)  men,  which  General  Graham  had  landed 
hfield  the  previous  afternoon,  had  on  their  march  to  Chuckatuck  encoun- 
a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  at  8  p.  m.  had  been  driven  back  to 
bfield,  where  they  were  surrounded  and  in  great  danger  of  being  cut  off. 
rtunately,  none  of  the  army  gunboats  or  transports  were  then  at  Smith- 
to  protect  or  bring  off  the  detachment. 


2         BEPORT  OF  THE  SECBETARY  OF  TH»  NAVT. 

The  fog  still  prevailed.  I  sent  Ensign  Miller  witb  Acting  EnBi^n 
and  General  Graham's  letter  to  me  to  General  Butler,  that  General  Batler  mlgbt 
understand  the  situation,  and  if  he  thought  proper,  might  send  troops  in  the 
rear  to  relieve  this  beleaguered  detachment.  At  the  same  time  I  despatched 
the  Shokokon  to  tow  our  launches,  as  near  as  the  water  would  allow  her  to  go^ 
in  the  direction  of  Smithfield,  and  I  sent  the  Commodore  Barney  up  the  Nans^ 
mond  with  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Gillis,  providing  for  the  assistaiiee 
which  General  Graham  desired  there. 

At  5  p.  m.  the  launches  returned,  and  reported  the  armj  gnnboat  Bnotk 
Briggs  had,  after  the  Shokokon  had  taken  them  up  as  fnr  as  her  draught  wovH 
allow,  towed  them  several  miles  to  within  close  proximity  to  Smitfafidd»  what 
a  hot  engagement  immediately  commenced  between  the  enemy  and  our  foron 
on  shore,  supported  by  our  launches  and  the  Smith  Briggs,  which  resalted  in 
the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Smith  Briggs  by  the  rebels,  with  the  captme 
of  nearly  all  the  detachment  landed  at  Smithfield  by  General  Graham. 

The  reports  of  Acting  Ensign  Birtwistle  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Jarvis— 
who,  after  the  wounding  of  Acting  Master  Pierson,  had  command  of  the  launches 
sent  from  this  ship— show  that,  after  sustaining  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  aad 
artillery  in  these  open  boats,  and  the  guns  of  the  Smith  Briggs  beings  ttmed 
upon  them  by  the  rebels,  the  launches  were  compelled  to  retire  without  bein^ 
able  to  render  any  further  assistance. 

Acting  Master  Pierson  and  three  (3)  men  of  this  ship  were,  I  regret  to  ststBt 
seriously  wounded. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Gillis  that  the  second 
detachment,  composed  of  thirty-two  (32)  men  from  the  Smith  Briggs,  and  twelw 
(12)  from  the  Commodore  Morris,  landed  in  the  Nansemond  with  instmctioDS 
to  meet  the  first  detachment  from  Chuckatuck,  returned  safely. 

I  enclose  the  following  papers  pertaining  to  this  affair,  among  which  is  a  ^^ 
quest  from  me  to  General  Butler  that  expeditions  requiring  naval  co-operation, 
or  passing  the  lines  of  the  blockade,  should  be  previously  determined  oetween 
him  and  myself. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  iJElRf 
A,  R,  Admiral  Com^d^g  N.  A.  B.  Squadrcm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Communication  from  General  Graham  to  Admiral  Leem 

Headquarters  Naval  Brigade,  Department  Virginia  and 

North  Carolina,  on  board  Transport  Long  Branch, 

Of  Halloway'a  Point,  5  a.  m.,  February  1,  1      , 

Admiral  :  I  landed  a  party  of  ninety  men,  consisting  of  20  cuvaliTf 
howitzer  squad,  and  the  remainder  infantry,  at  Smithfield  at  1.25  p.  m.  ] 
day,  with  orders  to  march  to  Chuckatuck,  where  I  was  informed  there  i 
small  force  of  the  enemy. 

At  Chuckatuck  they  were  to  have  been  met  by  another  detachment  whid 
Halloway  Point.     This  latter  detachment  marched  as  far  as  Chuckal 
no  enemy ;  heard  distant  firing,  which  the  commanding  officer  snppom      to 
the  first  detachment  endeavoring  to  make  a  landing  at  Smithfield.     1 
detachment  returned  to  its  place  of  landing  about  sundown. 

At  3  o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday  I  despatched  the  gunboat  Flora  Te        i 
Chuckatuck,  but  unfortunately  she  grounded  and  remained  ashore  until  ± 
up  with  the  General  Jesup  and  transport  Long  Branch. 

The  Flora  Temple  had  been  despatched  to  Chackatack  to  ocenpj 
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tion  of  the  enemy  on  shore,  while  the  other  parties  were  advancing  from  the 
points  indicated. 

I  left  Smithfield  at  3.40  p.  m.,  having  remained  there  at  the  request  of  the 
officer  commanding  the  first  detachment,  so  that  his  detachment  might  return 
to  the  vessels,  if  it  met  with  any  serioos  opposition,  before  it  had  marched  a  dis- 
tance beyond  possibility  of  communication. 

Up  to  the  time  I  left,  no  firing  was  heard  at  all.  After  the  vessels  with  me 
had  succeeded  in  drawing  off  the  Flora  Temple,  we  steamed  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
aible  for  the  mouth  of  the  Chuckatnck,  but  it  was  quite  dark  and  very  hazy  when 
we  reached  there ;  consequently  we  kept  on  for  the  Nausemond  and  reached 
there  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Gillis 
that  the  second  detachment  had  reported  as  above. 

Immediately  thereupon  I  sent  orders  by  the  Smith  Briggs  to  the  Flora  Tem- 
ple and  General  Jesup  to  proceed  at  daylight  to  the  Chuckatuck,  make  a  reoon- 
noissance,  and  report  to  me  as  early  as  practicable  a.  the  mouth  of  the  Nause- 
mond. 

At  daylight  I  intend  landing  with  a  detachment  and  feeling  my  way, 
cautiously,  to  Chuckatuck  village. 

As  soon  as  I  have  definite  tidings  I  will  communicate  with  you  again. 

In  the  mean  time  please  request  your  vessels  to  keep  a  look-out  on  the  banks 
of  the  James  river  for  any  of  our  men  that  may  have  strayed  from  the  main 
body,  if  it  has  been  captuied. 

Please  communicate  the  above  facts  to  Major  General  Butler,  and  oblige. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  K.  GRAHAM. 

Brigadier  General,  8(v. 

Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron. 

Please  send  a  boat  up  the  Nausemond  to  me,  and  the  bearer.  Captain  Rowe, 
will  proceed  with  his  vessel  to  Smithfield. 


Report  of  Captain  Chiert  Oansevoorf. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Roanoke, 

Neieport  News,  Va.,  February  4,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  the  facts  (as  far  as  I  can  recol- 
lect) relating  to  the  expedition  which  went  up  the  river  on  January  31,  under 
the  command  of  General  Graham. 

Sunday  morning,  January  31,  about  10  a.  m.,  three  army  steamers  came  up 
from  Fortress  Monroe  and  went  near  the  Minnesota,  and  shortly  after  I  saw  a 
boat  coming  towards  this  vessel  with  an  army  lieutenant  (whose  name  I  do  not 
remember)  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Gillis.  On  their  arrival,  the  army  lieu- 
tenant stated  to  me  that  General  Graham  was  going  on  an  expedition,  and 
wanted  Lieutenant  Commander  Gillis  to  go  with  him.  I  referred  him  to  the 
admiral,  and  was  informed  that  he  was  absent  to  Norfolk  and  would  not  be 
back  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  consider  that  absence ; 
to  which  they  said  that,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  it  was  absence  as  far  as  the 
expedition  was  concerned ;  that  the  time  that  would  be  taken  in  sending  to  the 
admiral  and  the  return  would  defeat  the  object  of  the  expedition.  I  then  asked 
him  what  wan  the  object  of  this  expedition.  He  replied  that  it  was  to  capture 
about  *' fifty  (50)  men."  I  asked  him  how  he  expected  to  accomplish  it.  He 
aaid  that  thev  intended  to  go  up  the  river  a  short  distance,  land  the  men,  and 
then  march  down.  I  then  asked  what  assistance  Lieutenant  Conmiander  Gillis 
would  be  to  them.    He  said  that  General  Graham  wanted  him  U>  take  charge 
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of  the  boats.  I  asked  him  if  he  expected  the  sailors  were  to  be  landed.  He 
told  me  no  ;  that  they  had  a  force  large  enough,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intention 
to  land  the  sailors. 

He  also  stated  that  they  were  not  going  far  from  the  ship,  and  would  be  badL 
in  16  or  18  hours,  as  they  were  ordered  to  return  in  that  time. 

Under  these  conditions,  I  consented  to  let  Lieutenant  Commander  Gillii 
accompany  the  expedition,  believing  that  it  would  meet  with  your  approbatioB. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GUEET  GANSEVOORT, 

Captain  United  State*  Navy. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Newport  News,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  James  H,  Gillis. 

United  States  Gunboat  Commodore  MoRRrs» 

Netcport  News,  February  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  tfai^ 
vessel  in  an  expedition  under  Brigadier  General  Graham,  having  for  its  object 
the  capture  and  breaking  up  of  the  camps  of  a  body  of  rebels  on  the  Ghucka- 
tuck  creek,  in  Isle  of  Wight  county.  At  the  request  of  General  6raham»  and 
after  communicating  with  the  senior  officer  present,  I  took  command  yesteidij 
of  the  forces  on  Nansemond  river,  both  army  and  navy,  which  were  to  actio 
conjunction  with  the  forces  (under  the  immediate  command  of  General  Grahim} 
from  Smithfield,  on  Pagan  creek.  The  force  placed  under  my  command  bf 
General  Graham  consisted  of  the  army  gunboat  Smith  Briggs  and  two  laancha* 
manned  by  thirty-four  (84)  men  of  the  naval  brigade,  under  command  of  Cif* 
tain  McLaughlin ;  besides  which,  I  had  fifty  men  obtained  from  the  Minneeoti^ 
The  force  under  General  Graham  consisted  of  seventy  (70)  men  of  the  nanl 
brigade,  and  twenty  (20)  cavalry ;  this  latter  force  to  land  at  Smithfield  ui 
march  to  the  village  of  Chuckatuck,  on  Ghuckatuck  creek.  It  was  auppoid 
that  at  2  o'clock  they  would  have  been  two  hours  on  the  road,  and  thezdbn 
General  Graham  directed  that  the  party  ho  had  placed  under  my  eommsDJ 
should  land  at  that  hour,  and  also  march  on  Chuckatuck,  where  he  expect^ 
they  would  form  a  junction.  I  did  not  arrive  at  Ferry  Point,  from  which  pber 
they  were  to  debark,  until  about  five  minutes  before  2  o*clock,  but  at  2.16  aD 
the  men  were  landed,  and  at  2.20  they  had  taken  up  their  line  of  march  fa 
Chuckatuck,  with  directions  to  proceed  to  that  place  and  remain  two  honn^ 
the  expiration  of  which  time,  if  they  neither  saw  nor  received  any  intell  ew 

the  other  party  from  Smithfield,  they  were  to  return  ;  which  instructio      i 
carried  out,  they  having  remained  the  specified  time  and  received  no  inteii 
of  the  otlier  party,  but  hearing  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Smitancw; 
which  led  them  to  suppose  that  the  enemy  had  been  met  in  considerable  fiHte* 
and  that  our  men  had  been  obliged  to  retire.     Returning  without  havi 
any  of  the  enemy,  they  re-embarked  at  6.30  p.  m.     I  then  got  under  w«j. 
Smith  Briggs  in  company,  towing  launches,  and  stood  down  to  opposite  TV 
Point,  where  I  came  to  anchor,  feeling  certain  that  the  expedition  had  im 
nally  failed.     At  7.30,  General  Graham  arriving  in  the  Long  Branch  wnn 
information  that  the  party  which  he  had  taken  had  landed  and  were  on 
way  across   the  peninsula,  I  got  underway,  and  in  company  with  the  1 
Branch  «and  Smith  Briggs  returned  to  Ferry  Point,  where  wo  again  camev> 
anchor,  hoping  to  receive  some  intcjlligence.     Having  received  none  during 
night,  at  7  o'clock  this  morning  General  Graham  started  for  Chuckatm     whu 
thirty  (30)  men  of  the  naval  brigade,  and  the  fifty  (50)  men  bclongi       w 
Minnesota,  hoping  either  to  meet  or  receive  some  word  from  thofte  i 
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be  now  began  to  feel  great  anxiety ;  but  being  an8ucce88ful  in  his  eflPorts,  he  re- 
tamed  to  the  vessels,  determined  to  proceed  again  to  Smith  field,  to  which  place 
he  had  sent  the  Smith  Brings  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  Before  getting 
under  way,  however,  the  United  States  gunboat  Commodore  Barney  brought 
your  despatch  of  this  date  to  me,  and  at  the  request  of  General  Graham  I  inv- 
mediately  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Pagan  creek,  where  I  communicated  with 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  steam  gunboat  Shokokon,  who  in- 
formed me  that  the  launches  sent  to  Pagan  creek  by  yourself  had  been  repulsed 
at  Smithfield,  with  a  loss  of  five  wounded,  one  being  Acting  Master  Pierson,  of 
the  Minnesota,  and  that  the  Smith  Briggs  and  all  on  board  had  been  captured ; 
and  that  the  smoke  which  was  seen  in  the  direction  of  Smithfield  was  supposed 
to  be  from  the  burning  of  that  vessel,  which  supposition  was  confirmed  in  a 
short  time  by  the  rapid  explosion  of  her  shells ;  and  soon  thereafter,  at  3.50 
p.  m.,  by  the  explosion  of  her  magazine. 

About  this  time  a  flag  of  truce  was  discovered  on  shore,  on  the  lower  side 
of  Pagan  creek  near  the  mouth,  and  a  launch  belonging  to  the  naval  brigade, 
under  command  of  Captain  McLaughlin,  was  sent  in  to  communicate.  He  brought 
off  five  of  our  men,  including  Captain  Lee,  (who  had  command  of  the  force 
landed  at  Smithfield,)  who  haa  succeeded  in  making  good  their  escape. 

Captain  Lee  informed  me  that  in  the  fight  of  Sunday  he  succeedea  in  driving 
the  rebels ;  but  having  received  information  that  heavy  re-enforcements  were 
coming  in  from  Ivor  station  to  cut  him  off  from  his  advance  on  Chuckatuck, 
and  also  that  there  was  a  company  of  cavalry  at  Cherry  Grove,  he  deemed  it 
advisable  to  fall  back  on  Smithfield,  where  he  hoped  to  be  able  to  communicate 
with  General  Graham  in  time  to  rece'ive  assistance  before  the  enemy  could  ad- 
vance in  sufficient  numbers  to  render  his  capture  or  destruction  certain  ;  but  the 
Smith  Briggs,  which  had  been  sent  to  his  assistance,  did  not  arrive  until  too  late. 
The  strength  of  the  enemy,  as  reported  by  Captain  Lee,  was  one  regiment  of 
infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  one  battery  of  artillery. 

Deeming  any  further  demonstration  with  the  means  at  hand  against  so  strong 
a  force  of  the  enemy  impracticable,  not  being  able  to  get  up  the  river  any  fur- 
ther with  my  vessel,  I  directed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Shokokon  to 
retoro  to  the  Minnesota  with  the  launches  and  their  crews,  and  the  wounded 
men  and  officer,  after  which  I  returned  and  reported  to  you  in  person. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  GILLIS, 
Linttenant  Commander  United  States  Navy. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com'g  N.  A.  B,  Squadron,  U.  S.  Flag- Ship  Minnesota,  Newport  News,  Va. 


hetlerfrom  Acting  Rear* Admiral  Lee  to  Lieutenant  Commander  J,  H.  Qillis. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota,  February  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  send  this  by  the  Barney.  Ensign  Harris  has  just  come  off  on  the 
Commodore  Jones,  and  reports  that  the  first  detachment  fell  back  upon  Smith- 
field  at  8  p.  m.  yesterday,  where  they  are  surrounded  and  short  of  howitzer 
ammunition.     I  have  sent  him  to  General  Butler. 

I  am  sending  on  launches  to  Pagan  creek,  with  plenty  of  ammunition.     The 
Morris  or  Barney  can  bring  General  Graham  out  and  take  him  there  if  he  wishes 
it.     Leave  a  guuboat  in  the  Nansemoud  to  pick  up  stragglers. 
Bespectfolly  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralt  Commanding  N  A.  B,  Squadron, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Gillub, 

Commodore  Morris. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  H.  Upshur. 

UxiTED  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Of  Newport  News,  Fa.,  February  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  your  absence  ycBterday,  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  Brigadier  G«" 
eral  Graham  appeared  here  with  three  armed  steamers  and  a  detachment  of  mea> 
and  sent  a  request  that  a  gunboat  might  go  up  the  Nansemond  river  to  aaaist  ib 
an  expedition,  the  object  of  which,  as  stated  to  me  by  one  of  Greneral  Oraham'i 
lieutenants,  was  to  capture  a  number  of  the  enemy's  troops,  (about  forty,)  and 
a  quantity  of  tobacco,  supposed  to  be  located  on  the  peninsula  formed  by  tbf 
Nansemond  river  and  Pagan  creek. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  the  senior  officer  present,  Captain  GanseTOOit, 
who  gave  his  consent,  and  the  Commodore  Morris,  Lieutenant  Commander  Gilhsi 
commanding,  was  assigned  the  duty.  A  detail  of  fifty  men  was  sent  from  tlw 
vessel  to  the  Morris^to  supply  the  deficiencies  in  her  crew. 

This  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  the  launches  of  this  ship  were 
armed  and  equipped,  put  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  PiersoD^  and 
sent  to  aid  in  rescuing  a  party  of  General  Graham's  men  at  Smithfield,  said  te 
be  in  a  critical  position. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  Acting  Ensign  Birtwistle  and  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  Jarvis,  officers  of  the  launches,  of  the  part  taken  by  them  in  an  en- 
gagement with  the  enemy  at  Smithficld,  Virginia,  Acting  Master  Pierson  having 
been  seriously  injured. 

I  also  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  of  the  wounded  belonging  to  this  ship. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  UPSHUR, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Com^dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  James  Birtwistle. 

Umted  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  February  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  left  the  ship  this  morning,  at  9.30i 
charge  of  the  second  launch,  heavy  12-pound  howitzer,  and  crew  of  23 
subject  to  the  orders  of  Acting  Master  l^ierson,  who  had  command  of  the  i 
launch,  rifled  howitzer,  and  23  men.     We  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Ui 
States  steamer  Shokokon,  and  arrived  off  Smithfield  creek  at  about  '.      k 
The  army  steamer  Smith  Briggs  came  to  us ;  we  cast  off  from  the  Sh< 
and  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Smith  Briggs,  up  Smithfield  creek,  to  w 
about  2,000  yards  of  the  village  of  Smitlifield,  when  we  discovered  < 
detachments  on  shore,  and  the  enemy  engaged — ^the  enemy  havii      a 
the  southward  of  the  village,  on  which  the  Smith  Briggs  and  first  u 
fire,  it  being  about  3,000  yards  distant.    We  continued  in  line  towaru 
when  we  discovered  our  army  men  on  shore  running  from  the  directi< 
tcry.    The  Smith  Briggs  ran  alongside  a  wharf,  and  our  men  c< 
on  board  of  her,  when  the  rebel  riflemen  opened  a  murderouv-  ure 
the  launches  from  behind  houses,  &c.,  on  the  hill,  about  250  yi 
whaif,  driving  the  men  from  their  guns  on  the  Smith  Briggs,  and 
by  charging  down  the  hill;  the  launches  during  this  time  kept 
shrapneli.    We  could  then  no  longer  stand  the  fire  of 
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Pierson  headed  the  first  launch  down  the  creek,  and,  as  he  passed  me,  told  me  to 
follow  him.  We  rounded  the  point  near  the  village,  rounded  to,  and  fired  a  few 
more  shots.  Our  flag  was  still  flying  on  the  steamer,  and  thej  appeared  to  be 
working  her  about.  This  I  thought  strange ;  but  as  soon  as  we  were  fairlj  under 
way  down  the  creek  again,  they  turned  the  guns  of  the  Smith  Briggs  on  us, 
and  also  artillery  from  the  side  of  the  hill.  During  the  engagement  George 
Anderson,  (seaman,)  while  at  the  gun  in  the  second  launch,  was  wounded  in 
the  right  hand,  and  when  I  overhauled  the  first  launch  at  the  mouth  of  the 
creek,  I  learned  that  Mr.  Pierson  was  wounded  in  abdomen  and  right  arm ; 
George  Cook,  (seaman,)  thigh  and  testicle;  William  B.Kelly,  (seaman,)  in 
bowels  by  sword  thrust  by  Mr.  Pierson. 

In  nearing  the  Shokokon,  which  was  lying  off  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  we 
met  a  boat  from  her  in  charge  of  her  executive  officer,  with  Shokokon's  doctor 
and  steward  with  necessaries  for  wounded ;  landed  our  wounded  on  the  Shoko- 
kon. At  about  2.45  p.  m.  she  towed  our  launch  to  the  Minnesota.  During  the 
attack  on  the  Smith  Briggs  the  first  launch  was  about  200  yards  from  her,  and 
the  second  launch  was  about  500.  I  think  it  was  well  that  we  retreated ; 
eould  they  have  managed  the  steamer  and  outflanked  us  on  the  beach,  we  could 
not  have  returned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUy, 

JAMES  BIETWISTLE, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Lieutenant  Commander  J.  H.  Upshcr, 

ComfHcnding  U,  S,  Steamer  Minnesota. 


Report  of  Acting  Mailer* s  Mate  James  Jarvis. 

United  States  Frigate  Minnesota, 

February  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  true  report  of  the  boat  expedition  which  left  this 
vessel  10  a.  m.,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Pierson,  in  tow  of  the  United  States 
gun-boat  Shokokon. 

We  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Pagan  creek,  and  finding  we  could  not  pro- 
ceed any  further,  we  then  were  taken  m  tow  by  the  United  States  gunboat 
Smith  Briggs  and  proceeded  up  the  creek.  Mr.  Pierson  and  the  pilot  then  went 
on  board. 

At  1 1 .30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire ;  it  was  immediately  returned,  and  si- 
lenced the  enemy's.  Mr.  Pierson  gave  orders  to  haul  up  alongside ;  he  and  the 
pilot  returned  to  the  launch.  We  cast  off  and  proceeded  nearer  the  town.  Mr. 
i^erson  then  gave  orders  to  Mr.  Birtwistle  to  look  out  for  his  launch,  for  he 
flhould  give  him  no  more  orders.  Mr.  Pierson  said  he  would  go  above  the  town, 
but  t  to  fire,  for  oui  n  held  the  town.  When  abreast  of  the  town  the  enemy 
c<      n     ;ed  firing  witn  :i     ,  (I  should  judge  about  150,)   which  caused  a 

con       m  with  the  grea    *  p      of  the  launcn's  crew. 

.  Pierson  gave  on  turn  the  launch  so  the  howitzer  would  come  to 

on  the  enemy,       ag  pro      )  v     ds  to  the  crew.    When  the  second  volley 
&red,  wovndinir       •  1         n  i        tl        ra  .  Pierson  then  said,  "  I  am 

rou  I  I  I      ^  '      nng  the  order  to  strike  the 

'    The  coxswain,  Tliomas 
Yt »  »         wer,  "No,  no." 

)f  tHose  who  ran 

to  did  not 


T 
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man  the  oars.  We  then  proceeded  down  the  creek  to  the  United  Statee  gm' 
boat  Shokokon,  having  our  wounded  put  on  board  and  oared  for.  At  5  p.  v 
reported  on  board. 

I  am,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  JARVIS, 

Acting  M(uter*9  Mate. 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  Minncsotay  off  Newport  News^  Va. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  W.  B,  Sheldon. 

United  States  Steamer  Shokokon, 

Of  Newport  News,  Fo.,  February  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends, of  the  circumstances  of  the  attack  on  the  boats,  and  wounding  one  offieer 
and  three  seamen  (up  Smithfield  creek)  belonging  to  the  United  Statee  flag- 
ship Minnesota.    About  10  o'clock  a.  m.  this  day  I  left  the  flag-ship  with  two 
launches  belonging  to  the  Minnesota,  and  proceeded  with  them  in  tow 
James  river,  arriving  off  Smithfield  creek-  at  11.30  a.  m.     The  army  gi 
Smith  Briggs  arriving,  offered  to  take  the  launches  alongside  of  her  ana 
them  in,  there  not  being  water  enough  for  this  vessel  to  proceed  farther,  it  b 
very  foggy  at  the  time. 

The  Smith  Briggs  proceeded  up  the  creek  with  the  launches  about  four  milei. 
I  heard  heavy  and  rapid  firing ;  soon  after  it  cleared  away  enough  to  see  tbet 
the  firing  was  from  shore,  and  was  returned  by  the  Smith  Briggs  and  launches; 
they  then  passed  around  a  point  of  land,  from  sight.  About  a  half  hour  after, 
saw  the  launches  returning.  I  immediately  sent  a  boat  with  the  surgeon  to  at- 
sist  the  wounded,  if  any.  At  3.30  p.  m.  the  boats  returned,  having  on  board 
Acting  Master  Pierson  and  three  seamen,  wounded.  I  learned  that  the  Smith 
Briggs  had  been  captured  and  destroyed.  I  started  with  the  wounded  for  the 
flag-ship,  arriving  at  about  5.30  p.  m.  this  day. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  SHELDON, 
Acting  Master^  CJamtmanding.  . 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lrei, 

Commanding  N  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Pilot  Henry  Stevens, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  Felnruary  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  According  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  as  pilot  of  the  expedition  in 
command  of  Acting  Master  A.  B.  Pierson,  he  having  the  two  launches  of  thi0 
ship  under  his  command.  After  leaving  this  ship,  the  United  States  steamer 
Shokokon  took  the  launches  in  tow  and  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Smithfidd 
creek,  where  she  anchored,  the  water  being  too  shallow  for  her  to  proceed  up  the 
creek.  The  army  boat  Smith  Briggs,  on  coming  up,  volunteered  to  take  the 
launches  in^tow,  which  Mr.  Pierson  agreed  to.  After  proceeding  abcmt  two  and 
a  half  miles  up  the  creek,  we  perceived  a  man  on  the  shore  waving  a  white  my. 
The  captain  of  the  Briggs  hove  his  vessel  to,  and  sent  a  boat  to  get  the  maB, 
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who  proved  to  be  a  soldier  belonging  to  our  forces,  and  was  taken  the  night 
previous  bj  the  rebels,  but  had  escaped.  When  within  half  a  mile  of  Smithfield 
wharf,  the  captain  of  the  Briggs  said,  "I  must  let  70U  go;  I  cannot  tow  you 
further.**  We  cast  off  then  firom  the  Briggs  and  immediately  opened  fire  on  the 
rebel  batterj,  they  having  opened  fire  on  our  forces  about  five  minutes  previous, 
and  being  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from  us.  After  firing  about  five  rounds 
we  followed  the  Briggs  toward  the  village.  After  getting  to  within  about  250 
yards  of  the  dock,  I  observed  that  it  was  crowded  with  soldiers,  the  Briggs  at 
that  time  lying  close  to  the  docks,  and  firing  at  right  angles  to  it.  We  kept  on 
our  course  toward  the  wharf  for  a  couple  of  moments  longer,  when  a  body  of 
rebels  ran  down  a  hill  and  charged  on  our  soldiers  on  the  wharf,  driving  many 
of  them  overboard,  and  at  the  same  time  opening  fire  on  the  launches  from  the 
left  bank  of  the  creek.  At  that  time  Mr.  Pierson  gave  the  order  to  turn  round 
with  her  head  down  the  creek,  and  at  the  same  moment  received  a  shot  in  the 
right  arm,  and  ordered  the  flag  to  be  hauled  down.  Mr.  McCarty,  coxswain  of 
the  launch,  said,  *'  I  will  kill  the  first  man  that  touches  the  colors,"  or  some 
words  to  that  effect.  Mr.  Pierson  said  then,  **  If  you  will  not  haul  it  down,  let 
it  stay  up."  At  this  time  the  boats  were  going  slowly  down  the  creek,  the  enemy 
meanwhile  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  at  us.  Mr.  Pierson  received  another  shot 
which  struck  him  in  the  breast,  and  after  a  moment  or  so  said,  '*  I  must  lie  down; 
I  feel  faint;"  which  he  did  accordingly.  I  think  the  rebels  had  possession  of  the 
Smith  Briggs  at  that  time,  for  while  we  were  going  down -her  guns  were  trained 
on  us,  and  opened  fire.  We  made  the  best  of  our  way  down  die  creek,  and  got 
alongside  of  the  Shokokon  at  2.30  p.  m. 

I  ought  to  have  stated  that  previous  to  the  boats  turning  round,  three  of  the 
men  were  wounded  and  fell  to  the  bottom  of  the  launch.  I  saw  the  Briggs  on 
fire,  and  also  saw  her  blow  up  at  3.50  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  STEVENS,  Pilot. 

Lieutenant  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  United  States  Sieamer  Minnesota. 


Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  Matthewson. 

United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.y  February  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report,  that  in  the  engagement  of  this  date  with  the  rebel 
force  at  Smithfield,  Va.,  the  'following  persons,  attached  to  the  United  States 
steamer  Minnesota,  were  wounded:  A.  B.  Pierson,  acting  master,  by  a  musket 
shot,  producing  severe  flesh  wounds  of  the  right  arm  and  chest ;  George  Cook, 
ordinary  seaman,  by  a  musket  shot,  producing  flesh  wounds  of  left  thigh  and 
scrotum  ;  John  B.  Kelly,  seaman,  by  a  sword  thrust  in  the  abdomen,  producing 
a  serious  wound  ;  George  Anderson,  seaman,  by  musket  shot,  producing  flesh 
wound  of  left  hand. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  MATTHEWSON, 

Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commander  John  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Minnesota. 
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Note  from  Acting  Rear'Admiral  Lee  to  Oenered  Butler. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  "Newport  News,  Va.,  February  1,  1864. 

General  :  I  respectfully  suggest  that  hereafter  all  expeditions  requiring  ni- 
val  co-operation,  or  passing  the  lines  of  the  blockade,  should  be  arranged  between 
you  Bni  myself,  before  they  are  undertaken.  « 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Com^g  N,  A.  Blockading  Sqtuidrom. 
Major  General  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  and  N  Carolina. 


EXAMINATION  OF  FORT^POWHATAN. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  N.  A.  B.  SauADROft, 
Of  Newport  News,  Va.,  March  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  department  will  i*ecollect  that  an  expedition  under  my  commani* 
Bent  by  its  direction  up  James  river  last  July,  took  possession  of  Port  Pow- 
hatan, thoroughly  destroyed  its  magazines,  barracks,  and  all  platforms  for  gma, 
and  cut  away  all  the  sodding,  of  which  there  was  a  great  deal  and  well  doiie» 
leaving  the  fresh  earthworks  exposed  to  the  effects  of  the  weather. 

On  Sunday,  the  27th  inst.,  I  received  a  confidential  communication  fitmi 
General  Butler,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  statement  he  had  received,  representiiig 
that  the  enemy  had  removed  all  the  guns  and  men  from  Drury's  Bluff  to  Foit 
Powhatan,  and  still  threatened  to  attack  Norfolk,  and  that  this  information 
came  "  direct  from  Richmond  from  our  friends." 

Yesterday  morning,  28th  inst.,  I  despatched  the  Commodore  Morris,  Lieutenant 
J.  P.  Fyffe,  commanding,  with  the  Commodore  Bamev,  (Acting  Master  Wil- 
liams,) and  the  Shokokon,  (Acting  Master  W.  B.  Sheldon,)  with  orders  to  pro- 
ceed to  Fort  Powhatan  and  ascertain  if  the  enemy  occupied  it.  These  gunboats 
returned  this  morning,  and  Lieutenant  Fyffe  reports  that  he  found  Fort  Pow- 
hatan in  the  condition  I  left  it  last  fall,  except  that  it  was  much  wasted  by  the 
action  of  the  frost  and  rains  since. 

I  have  communicated  this  information  to  General  Butler,  and  enclose  the 
port  of  Lieutenant  Fyffe.  ' 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
A,  R.  Admiral,  Com'dg  N  A.  B.  Squadram. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^   D.  C 


Report  of  Lieutenant  J".  P.  Fyffe. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Morris, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  March  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  yesterday,  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
I  proceeded  with  this  vessel,  the  Shokokon,  and  Commodore  Barney,  to  Fort  Pow- 
hatan, to  ascertain  if  it  is  armed.    I  found  it  unarmed  and  abandoned.     It  is 
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juBt  08  yon  left  it  in  July,  except  from  the  effects  of  the  weather.  We  arrived 
at  Fort  Powhatan  at  5.30  p.  m.,  remained  there  an  hour,  then  steamed  down 
the  river  again  as  far  as  Jamestown  island,  where,  at  9.30,  we  anchored.  This 
morning  at  5.30  got  under  way  again,  and  at  10  returned  to  this  anchorage. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  FYFFE, 
Lieutenant  Commanding, 
A.  R.  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N,  A,  B.  Squadron. 


ARMY  REQUESTS  CO-OPERATION  OF  THE  NAVY  UP  JAMES  RIVER. 

Letter  /ram  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Newport  NewSf  Va.,  April  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  called  on  Lieutenant  General  Grant  at  the  fort,  on  Friday,  the  1st  inst. 
He  informed  me  that  he  had  instructed  General  Halleck  to  apply  to  the  Navy 
Department  to  send  iron-clads  here.  General  Smith  then  informed  me  that  he  is  to 
have  a  column  to  move  on  Richmond  from  this  quarter,  and  desires  a  co-oper- 
ating naval  force. 

I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  additional  force  will  be  available  for  this 
most  important  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Comd^g  X.  A.  B,  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wcuhington,  D.  C. 


Telegram  from  General  Chant  to  General  Halleck. 

[TelegFBm.] 

Culpepper  Court  House,  Va., 

8.30  p,  m.,  April  8,  1864. 

Major  General  Halleck  :  It  is  the  intention  to  operate  up  the  James  river  as 
far  as  City  Point,  and  all  the  co-operation  the  navy  can  give  us  we  want.  Two 
of  the  iron-clads  are  wanted  as  soon  as  they  can  be  got.  You  will  know  how 
to  communicate  our  wants  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  GRANT, 
Lieutenant  General,  Commanding. 

Head  Quarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington,  April  9th,  1864. 
Official : 

ROBERT  U.  SCOTT, 
Captain  ith  U.  S.  Infantry,  A.  D.  C. 

RespectMly  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 
Major  General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
April  9,  1864. 
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COMBINED  ARMY  AND  NAVY  EXPEDITION  UP  THE  JAMES  AND  NAKSE- 

MOND  RIVERS. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Squadron* 

Of  Newport  News,  Va>,  April  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  part 
taken  by  the  navy  in  the  recent  combined  army  and  navy  expedition  np  tbe 
James  and  Nansemond  rivers  :  On  the  9th  instant  I  wrote  to  Greneral'  Butler 
suggesting  that  he  send  a  sufficient  force  to  clear  the  country  in  the  vicinity  d 
Smithfield  and  Chuckatuck  of  the  guerilla  parties  known  to  be  there,  and  to 
destroy  the  boats  which  it  was  supposed  they  had  concealed.  (Copy  endond, 
No.  1.)  In  reply  to  this  I  received  on  the  10th  a  letter  from  General  Biitler» 
(copy  No.  2,)  which  was  brought  by  General  Graham,  who  proposed  going  op 
the  creeks  with  his  light  armed  transports  and  landing  some  troops  in  the 
'Nansemond.  I  saw  General  Butler  the  same  evening  and  urged  him  to  MOJ 
at  once  a  suitable  force  to  come  in  from  the  rear  and  envelop  the  rebels  bo  as 
to  effectually  capture  them  at  Iron  station,  and  between  the  Blackwater,  JaaMi» 
and  Nansemond  rivers,  and  to  advise  me  when  he  was  ready  to  be^in  this 
movement,  that  I  might  send  a  naval  force  to  watch  Chuckatuck  and  Pagn 
creeks,  and  prevent  the  escape  of  the  rebels  by  water.  This  he  promised  to 
do.  I  suggested  to  him  that  the  plan  of  attack  brought  by  General  Graham,  of 
approach  in  front  instead  of  in  the  rear,  would  drive  back  the  rebels*  whereas 
they  ought  to  be  captured.  This  recommendation  I  hoped  would  be  adopted, 
but  the  plan  sent  by  General  Graham  was  substantially  carried  out»  ana  the 
force  sent  to  the  rear  was  cavalry,  and  was  kept  too  far  off  for  effect.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  12  th  I  received  from  General  Smith  and  Colonel  Shaffer  (chidT 
of  staff  to  General  Butler)  a  memorandum,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  Ob 
the  morning  of  the  13th  I  issued  orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  gun- 
boats I  had  assigned  to  take  part  in  the  expedition — the  Commodore  Morris* 
Commodore  Perry,  Commodore  Barnev,  and  Stepping  Stones — of  which  copies 
are  enclosed.  Two  (2)  launches  with  howitzers  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  Wilder  and  Acting  Ensign  J.  Birtwistle*  were  ordered  to 
accompany  the  Stepping  Stones.  The  gunboats  and  launches  accordingly 
started  from  this  point  as  directed,  and  up  to  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the 
14th  all  was  carried  out  according  to  their  orders  given.  At  this  time,  how- 
ever, the  inti^nded  co-operations  and  the  infantry  force  on  Pagan  creek  failed  of 
being  fully  carried  out,  owing  to  the  grounding  of  the  transports  and  delay  in 
landing  the  troops,  and  that  part  of  the  expedition  designed  to  explore  Pagan 
creek  did  not  begin  to  ascend  it  until  12.15  p.  m.  The  launches,  going  ahead  of 
the  troops,  were  iired  on  from  the  shore  by  a  concealed  force,  and  Acting  Master 
Wilder,  of  this  ship,  instantly  killed,  and  H.  Miller,  landsman,  severely  wounded. 
Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshore's  report  of  casualties  is  enclosed,  and  tin 
report  of  Acting  Master  Campbell  (12)  gives  full  details  of  this  part  of  the 
affair.  The  Commodore  Morris,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  her  command- 
ing officer,  Lieutenant  Fyffe,  assisted  the  military  force,  and  carried  oat  my 
oiders.  The  Commodore  Perry  and  Commodore  Barney  also  did  their  part  in 
co-operating  with  the  troops  in  the  Nansemond  and  Western  branch.  The 
boats  from  these  vessels  explored  Western  branch  to  the  extent  that  the  troops 
afforded  co-operation.  The  expedition  returned  yesterday  afternoon.  It  fiukd 
in  accomplishing  the  main  objects,  viz  :  the  complete  capture  of  the  rebels  in 
that  region  and  the  destruction  of  the  torpedo-boat  which  attacked  tlus  ship  on 
the  morning  of  the  9th.    This,  it  was  ascertained,  had  gone  from  Pagaa  oiesk 
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to  Richmond  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant  for  repairs.  This  country  is  a 
verj  difficult  one  to  operate  in,  and  requires  more  time  than  was  available  for 
a  complete  overhauling.  I  give  in  a  separate  report  information  received  in 
relation  to  this  torpedo-boat.  The  results  accomplished  were  four  (4)  prisoners, 
one  (1)  12-pound  howitzer,  belonging  to  the  navy,  and  probably  captured 
by  the  rebels  from  the  army  boat  Smith  Briggs,  and  a  few  wagons  taken  and 
brought  off;  a  valuable  officer  killed,  and  one  man  wounded  on  our  side — the 
rebel  loss  unknown.     The  following  enclosures  accompany  this  report  : 

No.  1.  Admiral  Lee  to  General  Butler,  April  9,  1864. 

No.  2.  To  Admiral  Lee  from  Oeneral  Butler,  April  10,  1864. 

No.  3.  Memorandum  received  from  Oeneral  Butler  and  Colonel  Shaffer,  April 
12.  1864. 

No.  4.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Campbell,  United  States  steamer 
Stepping  Stones,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  5.  Orders  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster,  United  States 
steamer  Commodore  Perry,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  6.  Orders  to  Acting  Master  James  M.  Williams,  United  States  steamer 
Commodore  Barney,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  7.  Orders  to  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Pyffe,  United  States  steamer  Commodore 
Morris,  April  13,  1864. 

No.  8.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur,  commanding  United 
States  steamer  Minnesota,  (three  enclosures,)  April  16,  1864. 

No.  9.  Report  of  Acting  Master  J.  M.  Williams,  United  States  steamer 
Commodore  Barney,  April  14,  1864. 

No.  10.  Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster,  United  States 
steamer  Commodore  Perry,  April  15,  1864. 

No.  11.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe,  United  States  steamer  Com- 
modore Morris,  April  15,  1864. 

No.  12.  Report  of  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Campbell,  United  States  steamer 
Stopping  Stones,  April  15,  1864. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
A.  R.  Admiral^  Com^dg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Admiral  Lee  to  General  Budcr. 

Flag-Ship  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Off  Newport  News^  Fa.,  April  9,  1864. 

Obnbral:  The  vicinity  of  Smithfield  «nd  Chuckatuck  are  known  to  be  in- 
vested by  guerillas,  who  are  reported  to  have  boats  concealed  up  those  creeks 
and  their  trihutaries.  You  are  aware  that  the  rebels  have  an  organized  system 
of  boat  expeditions  all  along  the  coast,  operating  at  one  time  from  creeks  in 
Morton  and  Gloucester  counties  againi*t  the  Eastern  Shore  counties,  Cape  Charles 
light-house,  &c. ;  at  another  time  against  the  gunboat  Underwriter  at  Newbem, 
and  now  against  this  ship  here.  In  all  these  cases  they  harbor  in  the  vicinity 
of  their  operations.  This  was  explained  by  your  prisoner.  Acting  Master  Webb, 
of  the  rebel  navy,  captured  while  thus  engaged  in  the  Neck  counties  near  York- 
town,  where,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Smithfield,  &c.,  the  small  creeks  are  numerous 
and  not  accessible  to  our  gunboats.  It  is  believed  that  the  little  torpedo-boat 
which  struck  this  vessel  last  night,  happily  without  accomplishing  its  object, 
eome  out  of  Pagan  and  Chuckatuck  creeks  or  their  tributaries.  I  respect^Uly 
suggest  that  yoa  send  at  once  a  sufficient  force  to  capture  these  rebels  and 
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destroy  their  boats  on  the  upper  creeks  and  to  co-operate  with  a  naval  foroe  tt 
prevent  their  escape  by  the  river,  which  I  will  send  as  soon  as  you  are  ready 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfolly,  yours, 

o.  X  •  AJS£y 
A.  R.  Admiral,  ConCdg  N.  A.  B.  Squadrmi. 
Major  General  B.  F.  Butlkr, 

Commanding  DepH  Va.  and  N,  C, 


Letter  Jrom  General  Butler  to  Admiral  Lee. 

Hradquartbrs  18th  Army  Corps,  Dep't  of  Va.  and  N.  C^ 

Fortress  Monroe,  April  10,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  your  note  in  relation  to  the  pirates  of  the  creeks  and  inlet? 
of  the  James  river  and  the  means  of  destroying  them,  and  am  desirous  of  co- 
operating with  you  in  that  object.  I  have,  therefore,  sent  General  Grraham,  who 
is  charged  with  the  duty  of  making  all  such  dispositions  as  you  may  judge 
necessary,  after  conference  with  him  for  the  purpose  indicated. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER. 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron, 


Memorandum  Jrom  General  Butler, 

Fort  Monrob,  April  12,  1854 

Admiral  Lee  will  please  have  a  gunboat  at  Halloway's  Point,  on  the  Nanio* 
mond,  to-morrow  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  crositing  of  an  infimtiT 
force.  The  boat  is  to  remain  until  advised  to  withdraw.  Place  one  or  mon 
gunboats  some  distance  above  Day's  Point  when  the  army  gunboat  Brewsto 
proceeds  to  that  place  with  her  convoy  to  land  the  infantry — the  naval  vesaele 
to  remain  there  after  the  Brewster  and  transports  leave,  and  to  continae  theie 
until  information  is  communicated  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  has  bees 
effected.  Likewise  to  station  a  gunboat  near  the  mouth  of  F^an  creek,  whUit 
the  army  gunboats  of  light  draught  convoy  troops  in  and  out. 


Orders  to  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Campbell, 

Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Stepping  Stones,  under  your  command,  to  the  nwH*> 
of  Pagan  creek,  taking  in  tow  the  two  (2)  launches  of  the  Minnesota.  Tot 
will  there  be  joined  by  an  army  transport  with  troops,  which  are  directed  to 
land  at  or  near  Smith  field  at  sunrise  in  the  morning.  Bender  all  the  assiataMB 
in  your  power  in  effecting  and  covering  this  intended  landing,  and  after  it  k 
effected,  remain  at  that  station  until  you  are  advised  that  your  servicea  aia  w 
longer  needed. 

Guard  closely  the  water  before  and  after  the  landing  is  effected.  Tli«  dIJHt 
of  this  expedition  is  to  co-operate  with  a  detachment  of  oar  troope  irUa^  iriD 
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be  landed  some  distance  above  Day's  Point  for  tbe  purpose  of  scouring  the 
waters  about  Pagan  creek  and  capturing  and  destroying  any  rebel  torpedo  or 
other  boats  which  mav  be  there  secreted. 

In  furtherance  of  this  object,  as  well  as  covering  the  landing,  the  launches 
will  be  employed. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Bear-Admiralf  commanding  N»  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Acting  Master  D.  A.  Campbell, 

United  States  Steamer  Steppiftg  Stones. 


Orders  to  Acting  Master  A.  P.  Foster. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  under  your  command,  to  the  landing 
opposite  Halloway's  Point,  on  the  Nansemond  river,  timing  your  departure  so  as 
to  pass  through  the  obstructions  in  safety,  and  so  as  to  arrive  at  Hallo  way's 
Pomt  at  10  o'clock  p.  m.  to-night.  It  is  intended  to  cross  in  pontoon  boats 
an  infantry  force  to  Halloway's  Point  at  11  o'clock  p.  m.  Communicate  with 
the  officer  in  command  of  such  troops  as  you  may  find  upon  the  bank  of  the 
Nansemond,  opposite  Halloway's  Point,  and  so  dispose  of  the  Commodore  Perry 
as  will  best  assist  and  cover  the  intended  passage  and  landing  of  the  troopd  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  You  will  remain  in  such  position  until  you  are 
advised  that  your  presence  there  is  no  longer  needed  and  you  are  directed  to 
withdraw,  llie  Cfommodore  Perry  is  directed  to  proceed  farther  up  the  Nanse- 
mond to  Western  branch,  and  you  will  send  with  her  two  armed  boats  from  the 
Perry,  under  competent  officers,  who  will  be  under  the  orders  of  Acting  Master 
Williams,  commandmg  the  Barney. 

Should  the  General  Putnam  still  be  in  the  Nansemond,  you  will  deliver  the 
accompanying  despatch  to  her  commanding  officer. 
B^pectfulnr,  yourSy 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Acting  Vol.  Lt  Amos  P.  Foster, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry. 


Orders  to  Acting  Master  James  Williams. 

Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Newport  News,  AprU  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  Proceed  -with  the  Commodore  Barney,  under  your  command,  up  the 
Nansemond  river,  communicating  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  and  receiving  from 
her  two  armed  boats,  with  which  you  will  proceed  with  the  Barney  to  the  mouth 
of  Western  branch.  It  is  expected  that  a  detachment  from  the  army  will  be  at 
Milnerstown  or  Bed  Ferry,  situated  on  the  West  branch,  at  about  11  o'clock 
to-morrow,  (Thursday  morning,)  who  are  to  co-operate  with  you  in  explor- 
ing and  scouting  the  Western  branch  for  the  purpose  of  captturiug  or  de- 
stroying any  rebel  torpedo  or  other  boats  which  may  be  there  secreted.  Upon 
yonr  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  vou  will  arm  and  equip  two  boats  from 
ibe  Barney,  and,  together  with  the  two  boats  of  the  Perry  assigned  to  you,  you 
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wOl  earefb]] J  and  caatioiiely  ucesd  the  Weeteni  hnoidi*  luiTiBg'  first  cndomml 
to  aeeeitain  the  strength  of  the  enem  j.  if  any  there,  and  oommunieate*  if  pn^ 
ticable,  with  the  army  detachment  expected  ax  MilnCTStown  or  Red  FeirrC 
11  o'clock.  You  will  take  command  of  thi§  hoat  expeditioo  in  person,  i 
earefull  not  unduly  to  expo^  your  men.  Upon  the  return  of  the  boats  lo  IK 
Bamev.  ioin  the  Commodore  Pemr  at  HallowaT-^  Point,  and  temain  there 
your  services,  in  covering  the  army  operations  at  that  point,  are  no  longer  neecM 
when  you  will  retnm  and  report  to  me  here. 

Be^pectfullv  vours, 

8.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  R-'^ar- Admiral,  CommuEmdiMg  X.  A.  B,  Sqmadrw. 
Acting  Master  James  M.  Williams. 

Commaadirtg  U.  S.  Steamer  Commodore  Barney, 


Orders  to  Lieuienant  Josfjit,  P.  FufFe. 

Flag-Ship  North  ATUkvnc  Bloceadixg  S^^uadkox, 

Of  Xr-vpuri  Arte?,  Va^  April  13,  I86i 

Sis  :  It  15  intended  that  a  force  of  infantry  will  he  landed  at  dajligH* 
morrow  morning,  some  distance  above  Day's  Point,  on  the  James  river.  Fi 
the  purpose  of  assisting  and  covering  this  landing,  yon  will  hold  youndf  i 
readiness  to  proceed  with  the  army  transports,  which  will  he  collected  at  1 

S>rt  Xews.  at  altout  midnight,  this  evening,  under  cover  of  the  armed  t 
rewster.  and  will  accompany  the  expedition  to  the  point  of  landing.      j.oa  m 
direct  that  the  United  States  steamer  Shokokon.  now  on  advance  pid 
be  in  readiness  to  join  you  as  yon  proceed  up  the  river,  giving  her  com 
officer  notice  of  the  intended  movement  beforehand.     Upon  the  arrii      a 
point  of  landing,  you  will  so  dispose  of  the  Commodore  Morris  and  &n< 
as  to  render  every  assistance  in  covering  the  landing,  and  after  the       i 
been  effected,  the  naval  vessels  will  remain  in  their  positions  imtil         r 
is  commimicated  that  the  objects  of  the  expedition  are  effected.     G         i 
the  water  during  this  movement.     Yon  are  charged  with  the  not  ion 

commanding  officer  of  the  vessels  now  lying  in  James  river,  1     wc^i     Nei 
News  and  the  intended  place  of  landing,  of  the  intended  mov        it,  ao  t 
Teasels  engaged  in  it   may  pass  safely  and  quietly  to  their  aestination.    iti 
intended  that  an  infantry  force  shall  laud  at  or  near  Smithfield*  pas 
Pagan  creek  to  assist  in  that  movement :  the  Stepping  Stones  with  two  lai 
from  the  Minnesota,  is  detailed  to  assist  and  cover  the  landing,  vhich      u 
place  at  sunrise  to-morrow. 

EespectfuUv  votirs, 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Ii-yir'Admira\  Commanding  X.  A.B.  SjuadroiL 
lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fvffb, 

Commanding  LI  *J.  Seamer  Commodore  Jlorris, 


Report  cf  Lieutenant  C<*mmandeT  Vjx^hnr. 

UmTBD  StaTK?  FL\lt-SHIP  Ml\XB?OTA, 

iff  X'  \>\i\^rt  .NVitv,  Irt..  April  16,  M 

Sib  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Acting  Ensign  Birtwistle  (        C 
ner,  of  this  vessel,  of  the  part  taken  by  them  and  the  men  ander 
mandy  composing  the  czews  of  the  lauuches  in  the  late  expedition  to  i 
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also  Assistant  Siu^eon  Longshaw's  report  of  casualties.  It  is  with  feelings  of 
deep  regret  and  sorrow  that  I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Wilder.  He  was  a  hrave,  zealous,  and  subordinate  officer.  True  to 
the  reputation  he  had  won  among  his  shipmates  for  promptness  and  gal- 
lantry, he  fell  while  in  the  act  of  firing  a  shot  at  the  enemy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  UPSHUR 
LiRuL  Commander^  Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Minnesota. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  F.  A.  O*  Connor, 

United  Statks  Flau-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off' Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  of  April,  at  about  7  p.  m., 
the  firpt  and  second  launches  of  this  ship,  with  a  crew  of  nineteen  and  twenty  men 
respectively,  the  second  launch  being  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  James 
Birtwistle,  and  both  being  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Charles  B. 
Wilder,  left  this  ship,  and  went  alongside  the  United  States  steamer  Stepping 
Stones  and  were  fastened  astern,  while  the  Stepping  Stones  proceeded  a  short 
distance  up  the  James  river  and  anchored.  At  2  a  m.,  on  the  14th,  the  Stepping 
Stones  proceeded  up  the  James  river  to  the  mouth  of  Pagan  creek  with  the  boats 
m  tow,  where  she  anchored,  it  being  yet  dark  and  seeing  no  signs  of  the  army 
transports.  At  about  5.30  a.  m.  two  army  boats  came  in  view  coming  down 
the  river,  and  soon  others  came  from  the  same  direction.  We  lay  there,  waiting 
dor  them  to  come  in,  which  they  seemed  unable  to  do.  At  about  10  a.  m.  the 
boats  cast  off  from  the  Stepping  Stones  and  anchored,  while  she  proceeded  out 
and  communicated  with  the  transports  and  then  piloted  them  into  the  creek,  and 
was  the  pilot  of  the  flotilla  all  of  the  way  to  Smithfield.  When  the  Stepping 
Stones  got  back  into  the  creek  the  launches  proceeded  up  in  tow  of  the  army 
steamer  Emma ;  she  got  aground  after  proceeding  about  three  miles,  when  the 
boats  cast  off  from  her,  and  commenced  to  pull  up.     At  about  J2. 15  noon  we 

rivrd  off  Smithfield,  having  up  to  this  time  seen  no  enemies.  Tne  first  launch 
proceeded  a  short  distance  beyond  the  wharf  to  a  j<*tty,  where  Mr.  Wilder  sent 
mc  with  a  guard  of  four  men  to  bring  down  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
one  of  whom  we  saw  sitting  in  front  of  a  store.  I  brought  him  to  Mr.  Wilder, 
who  examined  him  closely  concerning  the  rebels  and  about  the  torpedo  boat. 
He  stated  that  there  were  no  troops  in  the  vicinity,  nor  had  there  been  any  since 
the  Smith  Hriggs  was  destroyed,  but  occasionally  some  of  the  rebel  picket,  came 
into  tlur  town.  He  also  stated  that  the  torpedo  boat  had  been  there  twice,  and 
had  come  from  Richmond.  He  told  us  that  the  David  had  left  the  village  on 
last  Sunday  night,  at  10  o'clock,  and  had  returned  to  Richmond.  We  then 
went  back  to  the  wharf,  and  Mr.  Wilder  left  the  launch  and  communicated 
with  Acting  Mai«ter  Campbell  and  the  officer  commanding  the  forces  on  shore. 
At  2  p.  m.  Mr.  Wilder  said  to  Mr.  Birtwititle  that  he  was  going  a  short  dis- 
tance up  the  creek,  and  desired  him  to  follow  at  a  short  distance,  and  cover  us 
in  tlir  first  launch,  which  he  did  accordingly.  We  then  proceeded  up  the 
creek,  and  past  the  town,  till  we  came  to  the  ruins  of  a  bridge,  where  we  saw 
an  old  negi'o  sitting;  we  went  alongside  the  bank,  and  Mr.  Wilder  put  various 
questions  to  him,  and  the  answers  he  gave  corroborated  the  statement  of  the 
man  who  was  previously  examined.  Apprehending  no  danger,  though  we  were 
prepared  for  it,  we  proceeded  through  the  bridge  and  up  the  creek,  and  were 
followed  at  the  proper  distance  by  the  second  launch.    When  we  were  about 

2  N 
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three  bnndred  yards  from  the  bridge  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  as  from  tbei^ 
bank  of  the  stream  and  from  a  thickly  wooded  bluff.  Immediately  we  pdatri 
the  boat's  head  for  the  bluff  and  returned  the  fire  from  the  howitser  and  tk 
rifles — Mr.  Wilder  going  to  the  howitzer,  and  I  attending  to  the  boat  and  lOf 
small  arms.  We  had  fired  two  rounds  at  the  rebels,  and  Mr.  WUder  had  tk 
lock  string  in  his  hand  ready  to  fire  when,  I  regret  veiy  mach  to  &ay,  he  va 
struck  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the  left  temple  and  instantly  killed.  H.  H.  jijiller,«t 
of  my  men,  was  also  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  and  badly  wounded.  I  discharged  tk 
gun,  and  got  the  launch  with  her  head  down  stream,  thinking  it  was  iudeHi» 
endanger  the  lives  of  my  men  any  longer.  Mr.  Birtwistle  got  a  good  position iM 
ably  supported  me,  and  I  will  now  add  that  through  the  whole  expeditifto  aj 
men  behaved  well,  and  especially  while  under  fire.  This  morning  my  bott,it 
company  with  the  second  launch,  covered  the  army  steamer  £mma  wfaikik 
a8C(mded  th'^  creek.  We  gave  the  woods  a  vigorous  shelling,  and  had  the  sadf- 
faction  of  starting  some  of  the  enemy  from  the  woods.  The  town  of  Smithfidi 
has  a  deserted  appearance,  and  I  saw  no  one  in  the  town  but  old  men,  woma 
and  children. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRED.  A.  O'CONNOR, 
Acting  Ensign  United  Siaies  JVacy* 

Lieut-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 

United  States  Navy,  Commanding  U.  8,  Steamer  Minnesota, 


I 

i 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Jas,  Birttffislle. 

United  States  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota,  , 
Of  Newport  News,  Fa.  April  25,  1864.  , 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  13th  instant,  pnrstiant  to  y 
orders,  I  left  the  ship,  in  charge  of  the  2d  launch,  with  Master's  Mate  «f.  x 
Shnms,  (20)  twenty  men,  and  heavy  12-pounder  howitzer,  subject  to  the  oidea 
of  Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  in  command  of  the  1st  launch,  with  Ad  I 
Ensign  Fred.  A.  O'Connor,  (19)  nineteen  men,  and  heavy  12-poiinder  faowi  '. 
smooth  bore.*  Both  launches  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  Stepping  Stonoi. 
She  anchored  a  short  distance  up  the  river  until  2  o'clock  next  morning,  the 
14th,  when  she  got  under  way  and  arrived  off  Smithfield  creek,  whidi  we 
entered  nt  daylight  and  cnme  to  anchor  just  inside,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the 
army  steamer  which  steamed  in  towards  us  at  about  9  a.  m.,  but  grounded  out- 
side. The  Stepping  Stones  went  out  to  pilot  them  in  while  the  launchtf 
lay  at  anchor  until  they  came  up,  when  we  were  taken  in  tow  by  the  army 
steamer  Emma  to  within  about  (3)  three  miles  of  Smithfield,  when  we  cast 
off  and  took  stations  to  cover  the  advance  and  landing  of  the  troops,  and  arrived 
at  Smithfield  at  about  12.30.  Troops  landed,  launches  advanced,  and  Mr. 
Wilder  stationed  me  to  guard  the  main  street  and  back  entrance  to  the  town. 
while  he  commanded  the  main  approaches  to  the  right  of  the  town  ;  and  while 
in  this  position  Mr.  Wilder  interrogated  an  aged  colored  man  who  was  living  in 
a  toll-house  to  a  destroyed  bridge  near  him  in  reference  to  the  Torpedo,  the 
nature  of  the  creek,  force  and  vicinity  of  the  rebels,  and  other  necessary  and 
important  questions,  while  I,  on  the  left,  questioned  an  aged  white  man  in  • 
similar  manner.  Shortly  afterwards  we  compared  accounts,  and  found  them  to 
agi'oe.  Though  they  said  the  Torpedo  had  left  there  last  Sunday  evening,  Mr. 
Wilder  was  not  satisfied,  nor  any  of  us ;  we  thought  possibly  their  statemente 
were  not  true,  or  she  might  have  returned.  Mr.  Wilder  having  called  me  to 
him,  placed  me  in  command  of  the  right  of  the  town,  while  he  went  to  consnlt 
Acting  Master  Campbell,  commanding  the  Stepping  Stones.     He  retained 
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A  said  he  was  going  a  little  way  up  the  creek,  and  ordered  me  to  follow  him 
I  cover  his  advance.     He  proceeded  through  the  bridge  a  few  hundred  yards, 

len  he  was  fired  on  from  an  ambushed  bluff  by  concealed  riflemen.     Fortu- 

tely  the  2d  launch  was  lying  on  their  oars — waiting  for  the  Ist  launch  to  get 

out  (100)  one  hundred  yards  ahead — with  the  gun   manned   and   trained 
ectly  on  the  bluff.     I  primed  and  fired  a  percussion  shell  right  in  their  midst, 

d  the  second  volley  they  fired  was  quite  scattering ;  backed  the  2d  launch  and 
id  rapidly,  each  shell  bursting  beautifully.  The  Ist  launch,  on  being  fired 
OD,  promptly  rounded  to  and  fired  three  effective  shots  from  their  gun,  and  dis- 
charged all  their  small  arms,  pulled  from  under  the  bluff'  under  cover  of  the  2d 
launch  ;  and  I  most  sincerely  regret  to  have  to  say  that  while  in  close  action 
Mr.  Wilder  received  a  shot  in  the  left  temple  which  killed  him  instantly,  and  in 
the  very  act  of  pulling  the  lock-string  of  the  howitzer  to  fire  the  second  shot. 
Mr.  0*Connor  then  fought  and  managed  the  1st  launch  gallantly,  bringing  her 
out  manfully,  and  his  men  fought  heroically.  I  ordered  him  to  take  position  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  bridge,  but  he  said  he  had  wounded  in  his  boat,  so  I 
allowed  him  to  proceed  to  the  Stepping  Stones,  and  the  shots  then  were  very 
few.  The  Stepping  Stones  at  this  time  chimed  in  beautifully,  sending  a 
number  of  well-directed  shots  in  various  places  at  the  edge  of  the  woods,  wMch 
greatly  cheered  us,  and  we  heard  no  more  firing  from  the  enemy. 

I  am  very  gratified  to  say  that  Mr.  Simms,  officer  of  the  piece  in  the 
2d  launch,  was  remarkably  cool,  and  directed  the  working  of  the  gun  in  a  most 
creditable  and  skilful  manner.  All  the  men,  both  at  the  gun  and  the  oars,  gave 
the  strictest  attention  to  evenr  order,  and  I  feel  at  a  loss  to  commend  any  indi- 
vidual one.  Therefore,  sir,  I  commend  to  your  notice  both  officers  and  men  of 
both  launches.  Not  a  shot  was  dodged  by  any  one,  and  when  I  headed  the 
2d  launch  toward  the  town,  to  get  clear  of  some  bushes  on  my  starboard  quarter, 
the  crew  murmured,  and  to  hasten  the  move  I  had  to  tell  them  I  was  only 
getting  clear  of  the  bushes  for  a  better  position.  I  then  lay  awhile  in  easy 
range ;  and  the  army  having  possession  of  the  town  and  its  rear,  I  reported  to 
Captain  Campbell,  and  lay  astern  of  the  Stepping  Stones  until  the  next 
morning.  At  about  7  a.  m  we  covered  the  advance  of  the  little  army  steamer 
Emma  wllh  troops  up  the  creek,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  driving  a 
number  of  the  enemy  from  the  same  place.  She  returned  without  the  Torpedo. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BIRTWISTLE, 

Acting  Ensign, 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 

ConCdg  U,  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota, 


Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Wm,  Longshaw,  Jr. 

United  States  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota, 

NetcpoH  News,  Fa.,  April  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  to  the  detachment  sent  from 
this  ship  on  the  13th  instant,  under  command  of  Acting  Master  D.  M.  Campbell, 
to  co-operate  with  the  army  in  landing  at  Smithfield,  Va.,  on  the  14th  instant. 
Killed,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Chas.  B.  Wilder ;  wounded,  Harmon  H. 
Miller,  landsman,  severely  in  left  shoulder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LONGSHAW,  Jr., 

Assistant  Surgeom,  U*  8.  N. 
Lieut  Commaader  J.  H.  Upshur, 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  JUBmusota. 


20        REPORT  OF  THE  8ECHETART  OP  THE  NAVT. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Job.  M.  WiUiam9. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Pkrry, 
Nansemond  River ,  Va.,  April  14,  18(54. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  1 3th  instant,  I  procoeded  up  the 
Nansemond  river,  and  at  7.45  p.  m,  of  that  day  (13th  instant)  reported  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Commodore  Perry,  (lying  at  first  obstnictioni 
in  the  liver,)  who  furnished  me  with  two  boats  (crews,  aimed)  from  his  vessel 
We  then  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  at  10.55  p.  m.  anchored  at  Sleepy  Hok. 
I  then  fitted  out  two  armed  boats  from  this  vessel,  and  with  the  two  from  the 
Commodore  Perry  communicated  with  Colonel  Keys,  of  the  1 1 8th  New  Yoii 
volunteers,  (at  11.30  p.  m.,)  who  required  our  assistance  in  transporting  hu 
troops  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  At  2,30  a.  m.  of  this  day  (14th  April) 
they  commenced  crossing  in  army  launches  and  boats  on  the  expedition  froo 
this  vessel,  and  at  6  a.  m.  the  last  of  them  had  crossed.  I  then  returned  to 
this  vessel  immediately,  got  under  way,  and,  witli  two  of  the  CommodoR 
Perry's  boats  in  tow,  steamed  to  Western  branch  and  anchored  at  the  obstnu* 
tious  ;  then,  with  two  boats'  crews,  armed,  proceeded  about  three  miles  up  the 
branch,  where  I  communicated  with  the  colonel  of  the  13th  New  Uampshiie 
volunteers,  who  informed  me  that  the  pickets  had  seen  rebel  cavalry  in  the 
morning,  (it  was  noon  when  1  met  the  colonel.)  He  also  informed  me  that  thej 
(the  rebel  cavalry  and  infantry)  were  reported  to  be  about  ten  thousand  strong, 
and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Barber's  Cross  Roads.  A  little  further  up  the  branch 
I  met  a  citizen  (a  farmer)  whom  I  strictly  questioned  concerning  torpedoeii 
boats,  &c.  He  positively  denied  that  any  such  things  were  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, but  he  acknowledged  that  they  might  be  in  Chuckatuck,  as  Lieutenant  Bay 
had  a  force  at  his  headquarters  to  replace  the  old  one  that  we  had  captured 
the  29th  March.  After  receiving  from  him  all  the  information  that  he  appe 
to  know,  1  returned  to  my  vessel,  steamed  to  Sleepy  Hole,  where  the  0 
modore  Perry  was  anchored,  returned  her  boats,  and  proceeded  down  rirer  w 
flag-ship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

JAMES  M.  WILLIAMS. 
Acting  Master  Comnumdimg. 
Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N»  A.  B.  Squadron, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A,  P.  Foster. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Pbrry, 

AprU  15,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  April 
15,  1  proceeded  up  the  Nansemond  river  to  the  landing  opposite  Halloway'B 
Point,  at  which  place  I  arrived  at  9.50  p.  m.  1  there  found  Colonel  Keys,  of 
the  118th  New  York  volunteers,  who  told  me  that  he  intended  to  ctosa  hat 
hundred  (400)  troops  as  soon  as  his  barges  should  arrive. 

I  offered  to  renaer  him  any  assistance  in  my  power  with  regard  to  eroBsfag 
his  troops.  He  told  me  that  he  would  cross  the  troops  himself,  but  desired  me 
to  tnk(*  i4uch  a  position  as  wouid  cover  the  lauding  of  his  troops.  This  I  imme- 
diately did. 

At  11.45  p.m.  the  Delaware  came  up  with  four  (4)  launches*  under  the 
chari'e  of  a  lieutenant  of  the  naval  brigade.  I  immediately  sent  the  lieataunt 
with^the  barges  on  shore  to  report  to  Colonel  Keys.    1  went  on  shore  mjmUt 
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and  again  offered  to  assist  in  crossing  the  troops.  The  colonel,  however,  wished 
to  cross  them  himself.  It  was  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  all  the  troops 
were  across  the  river.  At  3  o'clock,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th  instant,  seventy 
(70)  men  returned,  under  charge  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  regiment,  and 
recrossed. 

At  2  o'clock  this  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign  Arnold  Harris  arrived  here  in  the 
army  gunboat  Brewster,  and  reported  to  me  that  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
tinder  Colonel  Keys  had  been  taken  to  Norfolk,  and  would  not  return  to  re- 
cross  at  Nansemond.  I  immediately  got  under  way,  and  proceeded  to  New- 
port News. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  P.  FOSTER, 
AcHng  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Catnmanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron,  Newport  News,  Virginia, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe, 

United  States  Steamer  Morris, 

Nevjport  News,  April  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  13th 
instant,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel,  the  Commodore  Jones,  and  Shokokon, 
accompanied  by  the  army  transports  Brewster  and  John  D.  W.  Pentz,  up 
James  river  to  a  point  in  Burrell's  bay,  about  three  miles  north  of  Point  of 
Shoals  light-house,  where,  arriving  at  3.30  a.  m.  of  the  14th,  the  troops  were 
disembarked  from  the  transports  by  the  boats  of  this  vessel,  the  Commodore 
Jones,  and  two  launches,  the  Shokokon  being  sent  on  picket  about  four  miles 
further  up  the  river.  All  the  troops,  nearly  four  hundred  of  the  23d  Massa- 
chusetts regiment,  were  landed  by  5  a.  m.,  when  the  transports  steamed  down 
the  river.  About  7  a.  m.  some  musket  firing  was  heard,  which  I  supposed  to  be 
a  small  party  of  skirmishers.  At  8  a.  m.  an  officer  (quartermaster)  came  down 
to  the  beach  at  a  point  about  one  and  a  half  mile  below  where  the  troops  had 
landed  and  made  signal  to  this  vessel.  He  was  accompanied  by  three  soldiers. 
I  went  in  a  boat  to  communicate  with  him,  but  before  I  got  to  the  beach  he 
had  sent  two  of  his  men  off,  who  did  not  return,  and  are  now  supposed  to  be 
prisoners.  On  landing  he  told  me  that  he  had  two  wounded  men ;  that  they 
were  in  the  rear  guard  of  the  regiment,  which  was  but  a  short  distance  off.  1 
took  five  men  with  me  to  help  bring  the  wounded  down,  the  officer  acting  as 
guide.  We  proceeded  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  where  he  said  the  rear 
guard  ought  to  be,  but  saw  nothing  of  them,  nor  could  we  find  the  wounded. 
We  saw  a  cavalry  picket  or  escort,  composed  of  about  eight  men,  riding  in  the 
direction  of  Day's  Point.  We  tired  upon  them,  at  which  they  returned  and 
galloped  back,  and  we  returned  to  our  boats.  I  brought  the  officer  and  one 
man  on  board  this  vessel,  and  soon  after  I  put  them  on  board  the  Brewster. 
At  12.15  discovered  some  soldiers  on  shore,  at  a  house  just  above  Rock  wharf, 
who  were  signalizing  to  this  vessel.  I  now  discovered  them  to  be  the  same 
ones  we  had  landed  in  the  morning.  I  manned  two  boats,  and  went  on  shore 
to  see  what  assistance  was  required.  On  landing,  the  colonel  told  me  he  had 
four  wounded  men  and  four  prisoners,  and  said  he  had  no  way  of  caring  for  the 
wounded,  and  no  way  of  keeping  his  prisoners,  and  wished  me  to  receive  them 
on  board  this  vessel  until  they  could  be  properly  cared  for,  which  I  did.  They 
were  all  put  on  board  the  Mt.  Washington  last  evening,  and  sent  down.  He 
had  also  a  twelve-pound  Dahlgren  howitzer,  which  he  had  found  in  the  house. 


22  REPORT  OF   THE   SECRETARY  OF  THE  ITAYT. 


\ 


and  which  he  said  he  shoald  leave,  as  he  had  no  way  of  taking  it  with  him.  I 
then  took  it  and  brought  it  on  board,  where  I  still  have  it.  It  is  complete. 
with  the  exception  of  sights.  At  10  p.  m.  last  night  the  John  D.  W.  P^nti 
came  np  after  the  troops,  and  requested  of  me  some  boats  to  help  re-embirk 
them,  which  I  sent.  They  were  all  got  off  at  3.30  this  morning,  and  immedi- 
ately started  down  the  river.  I  remained  there  until  I  received  your  orden  ti  I 
return  to  this  station,  which  I  reached  at  7  o'clock  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  P.  FYPFE, 

Lieutenant    Commanding. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  \ 

P.  S. — I  omitted  to  mention  that,  at  2.30  this  morning,  this  vessel  was  haiM 
from  Rock  wharf.     I  sent  a  boat,  which  brought  off  a  soldier  of  the  23d  1 
sachusetts,  who  said  he  had  been  left  behind.     I  shall  send  him  to  his  res 

JOSEPH  P.  FYFFE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding^ 


Report  of  Acting  Master  D.  A.  Campbell. 

United  States  Steamer  Stepping  Stonbs, 

Of  Newport  News,  Va,,  April  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  IStli 
instant,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  and  two  launches  from  the  Minnesota 
tow,  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Wilder,  to  the  month 
Pagan  creek,  at  sunrise  on  the  1 4th,  to  co-operate  with  a  detachment  from  uk 
army,  but  as  the  transports  did  not  arrive  until  9  a.  m.,  and  then  all  go^ 
aground,  it  was  late  before  we  could  proceed.  As  soon  as  the  transpoili 
grounded  I  sent  a  boat  to  know  if  1  could  render  them  any  assistance,  to  whick 
the  captain  replied  they  had  no  pilot.  When  the  boat  returned,  and  reported  tbb 
to  me,  I  steamed  down  to  them,  told  the  captains  to  follow  me  as  soon  as  they 
could  get  afloat,  and  I  would  show  them  the  way,  which  they  did,  and  I  steamed 
up  the  creek  to  Smithfield,  arriving  at  12.15  p.  m.,  followed  by  the  steamen 
C.  W.  Thomas,  John  Tracey,  and  Emma,  and  landed  the  troops  without  oppo- 
position.  The  Stepping  Stones  taking  position  about  one  hunared  (100)  yarda 
Dclow,  and  the  launches  about  fifty  (50)  yards  above,  the  transports  to  cover 
the  landing.  Afler  the  troops  were  landed,  I  immediately  reported  to  the 
senior  army  officer  present,  and  was  requested  to  remain  until  farther  orders, 
which  I  did.  At  2  p.  m.  Acting  Master  Wilder  told  me  he  would  like  to  go  to 
the  upper  end  of  the  town  with  the  launches,  if  I  had  no  objection ;  I  replied 
that  I  nod  none,  and  (as  I  suppose)  thinking  there  was  no  danger,  we  not  having 
seen  any  rebels  on  the  way  up,  went  about  two  hundred  (200)  yards  further  op 
the  creek,  where  about  fifteen  (15)  of  the  rebel  signal  corps,  which  were  con- 
cealed in  the  woods  on  the  bank,  opened  on  the  launches  with  musketry.  Sad 
to  relate,  Acting  Master  Wilder,  of  the  Minnesota,  was  instantly  killed,  a  musket 
ball  passing  through  the  head,  and  Harmon  H.  Miller,  (seaman,)  also  from  the 
Minnesota,  was  severely  wounded.  The  boats  returned  the  fire  promptly,  ai 
did  also  this  vessel,  and  we  very  soon  heard  no  more  from  them.  The  boAt% 
after  giving  the  woods  a  pretty  good  shelling,  returned  to  this  vessel.  I  am 
satisfied,  from  the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  that  the  rebel  torpedo  boat, 
which  has  been  hovering  around  these  waters  for  a  few  days,  left  Smithfield  on 
Sunday  evening  lasti  bound  to  Richmond.    It  is  reported  by  the  uihabiUntfl» 
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with  several  of  whom,  hoth  white  and  black,  I  conversed,  and  their  statements 
all  agree  that  the  torpedo  boat  came  to  Smithfield  on  Saturday  morning,  the 
9th  instant,  and  left  on  Sanday  evening  for  Richmond  for  repairs.  As  near  as 
I  could  ascertain,  she  is  a  wooden  boat,  about  thirty-five  (35)  feet  long,  and 
very  narrow,  has  a  propeller  engine,  low  pressure,  is  covered  with  boiler  iron, 
making  her  shot-proof  against  musketry,  and  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Davidson,  of  the  rebel  navy.  This  morning,  at  daylight,  General  Graham  in- 
formed me  that  my  services  were  no  longer  required  at  Smithfield,  and  requested 
me  to  cover  the  rear  of  his  transports  while  going  down  the  creek,  which  I 
did,  and  arrived  at  this  place  at  11.30  a.  m.  The  officers  and  men  of  this 
vessel,  as  well  as  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Minnesota's  launches,  conducted 
themselves  through  this  expedition  in  the  most  becoming  manner,  always 
ready  and  anxious  to  do  their  duty.  Pilot  Henry  Stevens,  of  the  Minnesota, 
deserves  much  credit  in  piloting  this  vessel,  as  well  as  the  transports;  were  it 
Dot  for  him,  we  should  not  have  been  able  to  find  the  way  to  Smithfield  with- 
out much  difficulty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Acting  Mastery  Commanding. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Leb, 

Commanding  ^iorth  Atlantic  Squadron, 


THREATENED  ATTACK  ON  GENERAL  PALMER. 

Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads ^  Va.,  April  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  Commander  Davenport  reports  as  follows,  under  date  of  26th  instant : 
'*  General  Palmer  informed  me  this  morning  confidentially  that  he  intended 
to  withdraw  most  of  the  force  from  Washington,  leaving  only  enough  to  make  a 
show.     I  have  directed  Commander  Renshaw  to  send  all  the  stores  belonging 
to  the  navy,  including  ammunition,  to  this  place. 

*•  From  the  best  information  the  enemy  is  very  active  in  his  movements,  and 
we  expect  an  attack  from  all  points  at  any  moment." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Amiral,  ConCdg  N.  A.  B,  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


SUCCESSFUL  LANDING  OF  THE  ARMY  AT  CITY  POINT. 

[Telegram.] 

Flao-Ship  Malvern, 
Off  City  Point,  May  6,  1864 — 4.30  a.  m. 

A  successfiil  landing  at  City  Point  was  accomplished  by  the  army  yesterday 
afternoon. 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear'Admiral. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretory  of  the  Navy. 


f 
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MOVEMENT  UP  JAMES  RIVER.— LANDING  OF  ARMY  AT  CITY  POIKT  ASD 

BERMUDA  HUNDRED. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S,  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

James  River,  May  6,  1864 — ^2.40  f.  m* 
Sir  :  I  informed  th^  department  this  morning  of  the  succesBful  landing  of  the 
army  at  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred  last  night.    The  army  movenKns 
was  admirably  planned  and  executed.     Contrabands  say  that  there  are  no  rebd 
troops  in  this  vicinity,  and  that  within  the  last  two  days  all  the  troops  firaa  i> 
Richmond  have  been  sent  to  Lee. 

I  transmit  enclosed  a  copy  of  my  order  of  the  4th  instant,  ander  which 
naval  part  of  the  movement  was  made.  I 

I  deeply  regret  to  report  that  the  Commodore  Jones,  Lieutenant  Coromanjfo? 
Joseph  Fyffe,  has  just  been  blown  up  by  a  torpedo  and  atterlj  destroyed  nes 
Four-Mile  creek,  opposite  Jones's  Neck. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEj£» 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  GonCdg  N.  A.  B,  Squadrm. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 

2,50  f,  m, 

P.  S. — Later  contraband  intelligence  represents  that  there  are  many  troops 
near  the  left  bank  of  this  river. 

S.  R  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral 


Order  for  operations  up  James  river. 

Flag-Ship  Malvbrn* 
Newport  News,  Wednesday,  May  4,  1864. 
The  iron-clads  will  be  under  way  without  fail  at  three  o'clock  a.  m.  to-momw: 
take  their  tows  and  be  ready  to  start  at  the  dawn  of  day  (four  o'clock)  in 
following  order: 

Side  tow,  gtarboard  Head  tow. 

quarter. 

Tecumsch,  towed  by  Hydrangea     and  Commodore  Jones. 

Canonicus,         "         Poppy  "  Mackinaw. 

Saugns,  *•         Colmsset  "  Hunchback. 

Onondaga,         **         Rose  "  Eutaw. 

Atlanta,  "         Young  America "  Dawn. 

The  gunboats  will  tow  ahead,  the  pilots  of  the  iron-clads  going  on  hoard  of 
them  and  remaining  until  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  at  Harrison's  bar»  when 
they  will  return  to  Uieir  respective  vessels,  and  the  head  tow  will  cast  ofL  The 
Atlanta,  with  the  Dawn  and  Young  America,  upon  their  arrival  at  Port  P6w- 
hatan,  will  drop  out  of  line,  and  take  up  a  position  to  cover  our  troops,  which 
it  is  expected  will  then  be  in  possession  of  that  point,  as  well  as  Wilson's  whart 
The  Dawn  will  proceed  to  W icon's  wharf  for  the  same  purpose.  The  Yonne 
America  will  act  as  guard  boat  to  the  Atlanta.  The  rest  of  the  iron-clads  will 
push  forward  with  despatch  to  Harrison's  bar,  which  it  is  expected  they  will  reach 
oetwei'n  one  and  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  in  time  to  cross  at  high  water.  After  cross- 
ing the  bar  they  will  be  taken  to  designated  positions  just  above  Bermnda  Hun- 
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dred,  iu  line  ahead,  and  make  every  preparation  for  immediate  service  in  covering 
the  landing  of  troops  and  repelling  and  desti'oying  the  enemy's  vessels,  should 
they  appear.  The  main  body  of  the  army  will  move  up  the  James  river  from 
Newport  News  at  or  soon  after  midnight  to-night 

The  following  vessels  will  be  under  way  by  midnight,  and  take  positions  in 
the  following  order  ahead  of  the  army  transports : 

Osceola,  Commodore  Morris,  Shokokon,  Stepping  Stones,  Delaware,  Greneral 
Putnam,  Shawsheen. 

All  of  these  vessels  will  be  fully  prepared  to  drag  for  torpedoes  themselves 
and  with  their  boats,  and  to  send  boats  to  fire-rafts  with  grapnels,  with  which 
to  tow  the  rafts  clear  of  the  vessels  and  on  shore. 

Upon  arriving  at  Harrison's  bar,  the  General  Putnam  and  Stepping  Stones 
will  go  ahead  and  drag  the  bar  carefully  for  torpi^does,  taking  care  to  keep  one 
or  two  hundred  yards  apart,  so  that  they  do  not  explode  the  torpedoes  under 
each  other.     As  soon  as  a  torpedo  is  discovered,  the  vessel  making  the  discovery 
will  at  once  signify  it  by  hoisting  the  usual  pennant,  when  every  precaution 
will  be  taken  by  dragging  with  the  boats  and  following  slowly.     After  leaving 
Harrison's  bar,  the  Stepping  Stones,  General  Putnam,  Delaware,  and  Shaw- 
sheen will  together  search  the  waters  between  that  point  and  one  mile  above 
Bermuda  Hundred  for  torpedoes,  the  Delaware  on  the  port  side  of  the  channel, 
the  Shawsheen  on  the  starboard  side,  the  General  Putnam  and  Stepping  Stones 
in  mid-channel,  in  bow  and  quarter  line  as  near  as  practicable.     The  irou-clads 
will  not  go  up  to  their  positions  until  this  is  done.     The  tugs  attached  to  the 
iron-clads  will  act  as  tenders  to  them,  under  the  squadron  orders  and  instruc- 
tions  in   regard   to   torpedo   boats,   &c.     The   Osceola  and   Mackinaw   will 
take  up  positions  from  one  fourth  to  half  a  mile  ahead  of  the  iron-clads,  in 
7  waters  which  they  mast  previously  drag  for  torpedoes.     The  Commodore  Jones 
and  Shokokon  will  take  up  a  position  off  the  mouth  of  Appomattox  river, 
between  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred.     The  Eutaw,  Hunchback,  and 
Commodore  Morris  will  take  position  below  City  Point  to  protect  and  cover  the 
landing  of  troops,  and  be  ready  to  render  such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary. 
The  General  Putnam  and  Stepping  Stones  will  cover  the  boats  of  the  Osceola 
and  Mackinaw  while  dragging  the  river  for  torpedoes  above  Bermuda  Hundred, 
which  will  be  done  as  soon  as  those  vessels  have  taken  their  position.    The  Dela- 
ware and  Shawsheen  will  cover  the  boats  of  the  Commodore  Jones  and  Shokokon, 
which  will,  as  soon  as  they  have  taken  their  position,  proceed  to  drag  the  mouth 
of  the  Appomattox  and  examine  the  banks  of  that  river  for  torpedoes.     These 
directions  are  tu  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops,  which  it  is  intended  shall  be 
made  at  City  Point  and  Bermuda  Hundred  simultaneously.     In  case  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  landing,  such  additional  force  will  be  applied  to  the  point  most  need- 
ing it  as  will  best  protect  and  cover  the  operations  of  the  army.     A  detachment 
of  army  gunboats,  under  General  Graham,  together  with  troops  in  transports, 
will  pass  up  the  river  at  or  about  seven  o'clock  this  evening  to  operate  against 
the  Enemy's  signal  station  and  to  occupy  Fort  Powhatan  and  Wilson's  wharf. 
The  gunboats  preceding  the  main  body  of  the  army  will  therefore  be  careful  not 
to  fire  upon  this  division  nor  thus  alarm  the  enemy.     No  guns  will  be  fired  while 
going  up  the  river,  except  in  case  of  necessity,  for  fear  of  firing  on  our  parties 
operating  on  shore. 

The  vessels  while  in  the  river  will  wear  their  distinguishing  pennants  and  ob- 
serve the  greatest  vigilance. 

No  excuse  will  be  received  for  not  being  ready  to  move  at  the  appointed  time, 
as  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  reach  Harrison's  bar  at  high  water  at  one 
p.  m.  to-morrow. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear  Admirah  Com'g  N.  A,  B.  Squadron. 
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DESTRUCTION  OF  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COMMODORE    JONES  ASD 

SHAWSHEEN. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Leem 

[Telegram.  ] 

Flag-Ship,  Curl's  Nbck, 

May  7,  1864 

Yesterday,  about  12  m.,  a  large  torpedo,  which  dragging  had  failed  to  * 
cover,  was  exploded  under  the  Commodore  Joues,  near  Four-Mile  cnreek, 
utterly  destroyed  the  vessel,  and  about  half  the  crew  were  killed  and  woanoeft  i] 
One  of  the  torpedo  men  was  killed  and  the  other  two  captured.     Three  td 
vessels  having  afterwards  come  up,  dropped  down  last  evening  under  the  htd 
to  Curl's  Neck,  where  we  now  are  coaling  the  monitors. 

This  morning  the  tug  gunboat  Shawsheen,  while  looking  for  a  torpedo  nev 
Turkev  Bend,  of  which  a  contraband  had  given  information,  was  destroyed  br 
a  rebel  battery,  and  most  of  the  officers  and  men  were  captured.     I  hurried  SB 
her  assistance,  on  hearing  the  firing,  with  the  Commodore  MoTris,  and  fib 
the  enemy,  who  soon  retreated. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-AdminL 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee* 

Flag-Ship  Malvern, 

James  River,  May  1 3»  18 

Sir  :  I  transmit,  enclosed,  the  following  reports  in  relation  to  the  torped 
in  James  river : 

1.  From  Fleet  Captain  J.  S.  Barnes,  giving  information  received  fiom 
prisoners  taken  at  Deep  Bottom  after  the  destruction  of  the  Commodore  Joi 
on  the  6th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  positions  of  torpedoes,  &c. 

2.  From  Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont,  United  States  steamer  Mad 
with  its  enclosures,  reporting  the  discovery  of  the  galvanic  batteries   i     a 
explode  the  torpedo  that  destroyed  the  Commodore  Jones,  with  a  trace        v- 
ing  relative  positions  and  a  plan  of  the  battery,  which  the  reports  fully  exj 

I  send,  in  a  separate  parcel,  speqfmens  of  the  rope  and  insulated  wire  con* 
nected  with  this  battery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  X*  LEEy 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Co?n'dg  N.  A,  B,  Squndrem, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Fleet  Captain  John  S,  Barnes 

Flau-Ship  N.  a.  B.  Squadron, 

James  River,  May  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  Immediately  after  the  United  States  steamer  Commodore  Jones  was 
destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo  at  Jones's  Point,  on  the  6th  instut, 
a  party  of  marines  and  sailors  from  the  Mackinaw  landed  at  the  point  and  dli. 
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sovored  three  galvanic  batteries  sunk  in  pits  in  the  gronnd,  to  which  wires 
rere  attached  to  one  or  more  torpedoes  which  were  not  exploded,  and  were 
lying  in  the  channel. 
1  he  body  of  the  roan  who  had  been  shot  by  the  cockswain  of  one  of  the  boats 
imploycd  in  dragging  was  found  lying  near  the  first  galvanic  battery,  shot 
hrough  the  head. 
In  the  third  battery  were  captured  two  men,  who  were  ready  to  explode 
lother  torpedo  should  any  pass  over  it.     The  names  of  these  men  are  P.  W. 
th,  who  represents  himself  as  an  acting  master  in  the  Confederate  sub- 
rine  battery  service,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Hunter  Davidson,  of 
boat  Torpedo,  and  Jeffries  Johnson,  a  private  in  the  same  service.     From 
ith  I  learned  that  there  were  many  more  torpedoes  in  the  river,  but  he  would 
communicate  their  location,  or  any  facts  connected  with  them.     Johnson 
(cated  that  he  was  forced  into  the  rebel  army  as  a  conscript^  and  procured  his 
ixchange  into  this  service  as  it  would  keep  him  near  his  home,  which  was  at 
Deep  Bottom,  opposite  Jones's  Point.     At  first  he  was  not  communicative,  and 
ivaded,  on  the  ground  of  ignorance,  the  questions  put  to  him  ;  but  being  placed 
D  the  forward  gunboat  employed  in  dragging  for  torpedoes,  and  given  to  un- 
tand  that  he  would  shai-e  the  fate  of  the  boat,  he  signified  his  willingness 
tell  all  he  knew  about  them.     He  stated  that  the  torpedo  which  was  ex- 
ploded was  put  down  last  fall ;  that  it  contained  two  thousand  ( 2,000)  pounds 
f  powder ;  that  there  are  several  more  near  a  place  called  McGuire's,  above 
Uken's  landing,  and  others  at  Osbom's ;  that  there  may  be  others  of  which 
knows  nothing ;  that  these  are  all  he  has  any  knowledge  of ;  that  he  has 
n      i  there  were  many  in  the  river  above  Osborn's  ;  he  states  that  there  are 
everal  kinds  ;  but  that  the  smallest  of  those  exploded  by  means  of  a  galvanic 
Mittery  contains  about  four  hundred  (400)  pounds  of  powder  ;  the  small  ones 
re  floating,  and  are  exploded  by  contact,  or  a  line  from  shore  ;  the  large  tor- 
pedoes can  be  put  down  and  arranged  in  a  day  by  the  boat  Torpedo,  which  ig 
•repared  for  that  particular  service,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Com. 
er  Hunter  Davidson,  formerly  of  the  United  States  navy,  who,  with 
weive  (12)  men  was  on  the  opposite  shore  when  the  Commodore  Jones  was 
troyed,  having  gone  ashore  from  his  vessel  a  few  hours  before  our  vessels 
ame  up.     I  enclose  the  enlisting  articles  of  those  employed  in  this  service ;  a 
ilegnm  from  Mr.  Mallory  to  Lieutenant  Davidson,  and  various  telegrams  an* 
oiincin^  the  approach  of  our  vessels  from  the  signal  stations  above  the  river — 
II  found  upon  the  persons  of  those  captured  and  the  man  who  was  killed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  * 

JOHN  8.  BARNES, 
Fleet  Captain  N.  A.  B.  bquadron. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

ConCdg  N.  A,  B,  Squadron. 


Rebel  documents  captured. 

TuRKBY  Island,  3fat/  5. 

Mr.  Smith  :  Mr.  Bingley  reports  three  (3)  gunboats  in  sight  of  Presque  Isle. 

Respectfully, 

T.  H.  FRIEND. 


Turkey  Island,  May  6. 

Captain  Davidson  :  We  can  see  no  movement  of  the  enemy  this  morning, 
suppose*  from  the  soimd  of  their  drums,  they  are  marching  up  the  other  side 
the  river. 
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Richmond*  JUSsf 

Captain  Davidson:  Four  (4)  monitors,  the  Atlanta,  five  (5)  ^nboatB,  tn 
(2)  iron-clads,  f>%-Dine  (59)  transports  coming  up  the  river*  also  three  rafts,  ui 
have  passed  Fort  Boyken. 

S.  R.  MALLORY, 
Secretary  of  the  Narff. 


Enlisting  articles — C.  S,  naval  submarine  battery  service. 

We,  the  undersigned,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sums  set  opposite  ov 
names,  do  individually  agree — 

Article  Ist.  To  enter  the  C.  S.  naval  submarine  battery  service. 

Article  2d.  To  do  our  duty  in  said  service  loyally  and  faithfully. 

Article  3d.  To  obey  all  lawful  orders  of  those  set  over  us  in  authority. 

Article  4th.  Under  no  circumstances,  now  or  hereafter,  to  make  known  ti 
any  one  not  employed  on  this  service  anything  regarding  the  methods  used  ftr 
arranging  or  exploding  its  submarine  batteries,  excepting  only  hy  permissioD  i 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  commanding  officer  of  said  service. 

This  agreement  to  remain  in  force  whilst  its  articles  are  adhered  to,  or 
the  expiration  of  thirty  days  from  the  day  on  which  we  may  give  the  cob 
ing  officer  of  this  service,  written  notice  of  our  desire  to  be  discharged.    . 
certificate  of  employment  to  be  returned  before  the  discharge  is  delivered. 

To  all  of  which  we  hereunto  subscribe  ourselves. 


Report  of  Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont. 

United  States  Steamer  Mackinaw, 

James  River,   Va,,  May  12»  1864 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  enclosed  reports  from  Ist  Assistant  & 
gineer  in  charge,  Jeflferson  Young,  and  Acting  Master's  mate,  J.  F.  BlaDchaii 
of  this  vessel,  of  their  observations  of  the  rebel  torpedoes  at  Deep  Bottom,  opp<>- 
site  Sturgeon  town,  James  river. 

The  sketch  by  Mr.  Young  shows  the  exact  locality  of  the  galvanic  batteries  lai 
the  position,  and  the  position  of  the  uuexploded  torpedo. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  connecting  wires  from  the  battery  to  tk 
water  were  found  just  beneath  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J..C.  BEAUMONT, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy^, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

U,  S.  Flag- Ship  Malvern,  Com'Jg  N.  A,  B,  Squadron,  James  Rivera  Fi. 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S,  P,  Lee, 

Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squaoro!v» 
James  River,  May  10,  1 

Sir  :  To-dav  the  body  of  Acting  Ensign  Charles  Ringot,  late  tero^         ilf 
command  of  the  Shawsheen,  was  found  in  the  river  near  Turkey       nd, 
was  buried  by  direction  of  Commander  Parrott,  commanding  the  I        3 
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Watkins's  farm,  in  Curl's  Neck.    The  body  of  Williafm  White,  scumaD, 

iiate  of  the  Commodore  Jones,)  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  recently  transferred 

nn       Company  F,  7th  Connecticut  regiment  of  the  United  States  volunteers, 

also  found  in  the  river,  and  buried  under  the  directions  of  Acting  Master 

loridge,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Delaware. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral t  Commanding  N,  A,  B,  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  E,  G,  Parrott, 

United  States  Steamer  Canonicus, 

Turkey  Bend,  James  River ,  May  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  To-day  the  body  of  Acting  Ensign  Charles  Ringot,  who  was  in  tem- 
porary commaud  of  the  Shawsheen  when  she  was  destroyed  by  the  rebels,  was 
found  floating  near  us,  and  interred  in  the  family  burial-grounds  of  Mr.  Wat- 
kins,  at  Watkins's  landing,  about  a  mile  above.    Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelan, 

this  vessel,  who  was  his  Tate  commander  on  board  the  Shawsheen,  took  charge, 
as  his  own  request,  of  the  funeral,  and  read  the  services.  Acting  Assistant 
Paymaster  William  J.  Healy,  another  friend  of  the  deceased  officer,  was  also 
present.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  the  necessity  of  remaining  at 
our  po8t8,  the  attendance  from  the  vessel  was  small ;  but  the  army  officers  at 
Watkins's  landing,  with  great  kindness,  assisted  on  the  occasion,  and  their 
men  fired  a  volley  over  the  grave.  Mr.  Phelan  has  in  his  possession  the  ring 
and  other  mementoes  of  the  deceased. 

It  will  be  a  consolation  to  his  family  to  learn  that  friends  attended  his  body 
to  the  grave,  and  I  know  it  will  hereafter  be  their  pride  to  remember  that  he 
fell  ^Euthfully  serving  his  country. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  PARROTT,  Commander. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


List  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Shawsheen  captured^  Sfc, 

LiBBY  Prison, 
Richmond,  Virginia,  May  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  prisoners  taken  on  board  the  United  States 
ateamer  Shawsheen  on  James  river : 

CiiarU's  Uickey,  acting  third  assistant  engineer ;  H.  C.  Manow,  acting  third 
assist^uit  engineer ;  William  Rushmore,  acting  master's  mate ;  Wm.  Cromack, 
acting  master's  mate ;  E.  D.  Smith,  paymaster's  steward ;  William  Boacher, 
gunuer'i* mate;  W.  C.  Parley,  officers'  steward ;  S.  Larkin,  ship's  cook ;  Joseph  P. 
CrowfU,  quartermaster;  George  Whitteboume,  quartermaster;  Jas.  C.  Pinck- 
bam,  seaman;  Richardson  Brown,  seaman;  Maurice  Kennedy,  ordinary  sea- 
man ;  Thomas  Coblert,  ordinary  seaman ;  Edward  Fitzpatrick,  landsman ; 
Patrick  Fitzgerald,  landsman ;  John  Jackson,  seaman ;  William  Hatchard, 
landsman ;  James  Walsh,  coal-heaver ;  Edward  O'Donnel,  second-class  fireman ; 
T),  Murthmd,  landBman;  Gkorge  Granger,  landsman;  Charles  Woods,  ordinary 
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seaman ;  William  Peele,  first-class  boy ;  John  Green,  first-class  hoy ;  CMo 
Thomas,   first-class  boy.     Also   Jeremiah    Evans,   pilot,    who    was  di^ 
wounded  in  the  leg,  and  sent  to  the  hospital  in  an  ambulance. 
By  having  the  above  names  published  you  will  greatly  oblige  us. 
The  captain,  Charles  Ringot,  acting  ensign,  was  wounded   in  the  w^ 
drowned ;  John  Harrington,  killed  on  board ;  also  Michael  Murphy. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

£.  D.  SMITH,  Paymaster's  SUwarl 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


NAVAL  FORCE  NOT  REQUIRED  AT  NORTH  EEACH. 

[Telegram.  ] 

James  River,  May  8,  1864 — 9  a. » 
I  have  just  seen  General  Butler,  who  informed  me  that  there  was  no  militur  I 
necessity  for  the  naval  vessels  to  go  up  to  North  reach,  as  the  height  of  it  ^ 
land  there  was  such  that  they  could  render  him  no  assistance,  and  that  tk 
occupation  by  the  navy  of  Curl's  Neck  reach  will  afford  the  army  all  the  p 
tection  that  it  requires,  from  which  my  communications  can  easily  be  kept  opa 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Flag-Ship  Malvern, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


GENERAL  BUTLER  ASKS  FOR  MONITORS  ABOVE  TRENT'S  BEACH. 

[Telegram.  ] 

a 

Flag-Ship  Malvbbn» 

Bird  Cage  Reach,  James  River,  May  13,  1864 6  p.  M. 

General  Butler  asks  for  monitors  above  Trent's  reach.     Torpedo      c 
mandcd  by  rebels  on  the  left  bank,  which  commands  our  decks,  and  shoai  i 
by  chart  several  feet  le^s  than  the  monitors  draw,  make  difficult  the  ad' 
which  I  shall  push  to-morrow  morning. 

We  have  discovered  another  kind  of  torpedo  of  which  the  enemy  is  i 
use.    No  news  from  Richmond.     General  Butler  had  yesterday  advancea 
Drury's  Bluff. 

S.  P.  IJEE, 
Acting  Rear-AdmirA 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 


Report  of  First  Assistant  Engineer  Jefferson  Young, 

Umtkd  States  Steamer  Mackinaw, 

James  River,  May  12*  18 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  sketch  of  the  galvanic  batteries*  (k     n 
as  the  Point  submarine  batteries,)  showing  their  positions  on  the  bank  oi 
river,  and  the  direction  by  which  the  wires  connected  to  "torpedoes." 

The  galvanic  batteries  were  formed  of  nine  zinc  cups,  each  c 
set  of  cups  being  placed  on  slielves  directly  over  the  other.     In  i 

was  placed  a  porous  clay  cup.     In  the  zinc  cup,  and  outside  the  pon      i      ^  i 
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placed  the  stilphuric  acid  and  water,  and  inside  the  porous  cup  was  placed  the 
nitric  acid.  The  zinc  of  one  cup  was  connected  to  the  cast  iron  of  the  other  by 
a  clamp  and  thumb  screw.  The  negative  wires  led  directly  to  the  "  torpedoes," 
(one  to  each.)  The  positive  wires  ran  along  near  a  foot-path  parallel  with  the 
river  for  about  two  hundred  feet,  and  terminated  at  a  sub-battery.  In  this  sub- 
iMttery  were  two  large  wooden  plugs  with  a  hole  about  one-half  inch  diameter  in 
each ;  these  holes  being  filled  with  mercury ;  the  positive  wires  connecting 
from  the  torpedoes  to  the  bottom  of  these  plugs ;  the  positive  wires  from  the 
charged  batteries  being  inserted  in  the  mercury  at  the  top  of  its  respective  plug 
to  form  the  coniyxion  and  explode  the  "torpedoes."  The  wires  from  the  river 
bank  to  the  "  torpedoes"  were  supported  by  a  three-inch  rope,  being  stopped  to 
rope  about  every  four  feet.  At  a  distance  of  every  fifteen  feet  of  the  rope  was 
some  five  or  six  feet  of  three-quarter  link  chain  to  assist  in  keeping  it  on  the 
bottom.  The  wires  were  covered  with  gutta-percha  about  one-quarter  inch 
thick.     The  battery  used  is  generally  known  as  the  Bunsen  battery. 

Bespectfullj  submitted. 

JEFFERSON  YOUNG, 
First  AssU  Engineer  U.  S,  N.,  in  charge. 

Commander  J.  C.  Braumont,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamer  Mackinaw, 


R'part  of  Acting  Master* s  Mate  J.  F.  Blanchard, 

United  States  Steamer  Mackinaw, 

James  River ^  May  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  landed  with  an 
armed  boat's  crew  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  just  above  Four-Mile  creek,  to 
look  for  wire  and  galvanic  batteries.  I  proceeded  at  once  to  search  the  build- 
ings on  shore.     I  had  only  searched  two  when  the  explosion  took  place. 

1  immediately  returned  to  the  boat  in  order  to  save  the  wounded  and  drown- 
ing. I  had  filled  my  boat  just  as  a  man  was  seen  running  on  the  opposite  shore. 
Several  shots  were  fired  at  him  and  he  fell.  I  landed  and  found  the  battery. 
It  was  one  of  Bunson's  simplified  batteries.  There  were  two  distinct  batteries 
arranged  on  shelves,  and  both  fully  charged.  From  each  end  of  the  box  were 
two  wires.  I  closed  the  box  and  reported  to  yon  on  board.  I  then  received  an 
order  from  you  to  accompany  Mr.  Young  on  shore  and  trace  the  wires.  I  went 
immediately  to  the  battery  and  disconnected  the  wires  from  the  box  containing 
the  battery,  and  followed  them  down  the  river  for  about  75  yards,  then  turned  di- 
rectly to  the  river.  1  here  captured  the  two  prisoners ;  they  were  concealed  in 
a  small  box  inserted  in  the  ground ;  it  was  about  four  feet  square.  On  close  ex- 
amination I  found  in  two  comers  of  the  box  a  plug  with  a  wire  in  each  of  them  ; 
by  these  wires  the  torpedoes  wore  exploded.  The  two  wires  running  down 
the  river  bank  were  the  charged  wires ;  they  ran  into  this  pit.  The  torpedo 
was  exploded  by  applying  one  of  the  wires  leading  through  the  plug  to  the 
charged  wires,  thereby  emitting  a  spark.  Mr.  Young  taking  the  prisoners  on 
board,  I  proceeded  to  examine  the  wires  directly  underneath  the  river  bank.  I 
found  the  wires  attached  to  a  hawser.  I  traced  the  hawser  to  the  water's  edge. 
It  here  branched  off*,  one  leading  to  the  exploded  torpedoes,  the  other  we  traced  in 
the  boat  about  150  yards.  We  found  it  too  heavy  to  lift  with  the  boat.  W« 
cut  the  wires  and  hawser,  buoyed  it,  and  returned  on  board. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  BLANCHARD, 

Acting  Master* s  Mate, 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  U,  8.  Steamer  Mackinaw,  James  River,  Va, 
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•  EVACUATION  OF  WEST  POINT. 

Flag-Ship  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

James  RiveTf  May  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock,  United  Stato^  Bteamer  Morse*  repott. 
under  date  of  May  5,  that  '*our  forces  evaciuited  West  Point  at  5  a.  m.  tb 
daj.  This  vessel  and  Mystic  covered  the  embarkation,  which  was  effected 
without  the  slightest  accident.  Everything  belonginja^  to  the  government  vn 
safely  removed.  All  the  transports  with  troops,  and  the  gunboats*  arrived  n 
this  place  (Yorktown)  at  noon."  • 

The  occupation  of  West  Point,  and  the  co-operation  of  some  of  the  gunboio 
there,  was  a  feint  designed  to  mislead  the  enemy,  and  had  the  desired  effect 
On  arriving  here  the  enemy  was  found  to  have  no  force,  and  a  contrab 
named  John  Pryde,  brought  off  from  Mr.  Hill  Garter's  estate,  opposite  jdtt 
muda  Hundred,  reported  that  they  were  in  force  at  the  White  House  to  opp« 
us  there,  and  that  two  of  Mr.  Carter's  sons,  belonging  to  this  portion  of 
rebel  army,  left  on  our  approach. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admirals  Com*dg  N,  A.  S.  Squadrtm. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Aary,  WashingtOTit  D.  C. 


MONITORS  ON  BUTLER'S  RIGHT  FLANK— SEARCHING  FOR  TORPEDOES. 

[Telegram.] 

Flao-Ship  Aoawam, 
Trent* s  Reach,  May  17,  1864 — 6  p. 

Nothing  special  in  Richmond  paper  of  yesterday.  General  Butler  last 
reoccupied  his  line  from  this  reach  to  Appomattox.  Monitors  on  his 
flank. 

Navy  advance  division  searched  for  torpedoes  until  they  came  uud^  fiw«l 
it^bel  earthworks  about  Chapin's  Bluffs.     The  new  tugs  need  efficient  batteite 
More  vessels  with  effectvc  batteries  needed  to  keep  open  my  communicat 
Sheridan's  cavalry  having  withdrawn  from  left  bank. 

o.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-AdmiroL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 


RP:BELS  fortifying  the  heights  at  HOWLETT'S  HOUSE. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Flag-Ship  Aqawam* 

Trent* s  Reach,  May  18,  1864 — 4  p.  m 

At  daylight  this  morning  the  enemy  were  seen  intrenching  the  heights  il 

Howlett's   house,   commanding  Trent's   reach.     They   persevere   vigonNttif 

under  gunboats'  fire,  and  will  erect  guns  to-night.    Monitors  cannot  reach  theik 

Beaumont,  commanding  Mackinaw,  reports  his  pickets  driven  in  at  Dutch  G«f 
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lieiglits,  lower  side,  and  rebel  artillery  getting  into  position  there,  Eutaw,  Blake 
eommanding,  from  City  Point,  reports  army  pickets  driven  in  there.  My  com- 
munications much  threatened. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


ENGAGEMENT  OF  TWO  MONITORS  WITH  HOWLETTS  BATTERY. 

[Telegrsm.] 

Flag-Ship  Agawam* 
Trent's  Reach,  May  19,  1864 — i  p.  m. 

Two  monitors  practicing  on  rebel  earthworks  at  Howlett's.  Enemy  in- 
trenched before  our  army  line  here.  A  man  from  Richmond  to-day  reports  no 
fighting  beyond  Richmond.     Great  scarcity  of  provisions  there. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


MONITORS  FIRING  XV-INCH  SHELL  AT  HOWLETT'S  BATTERY. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Flag-Ship  Agawam, 
Farrar*s  Island,  May  22,  I864. 

Monitors  practice  at  Howlett's  battery,  firing  XV-inch  shell  with  great 
accuracy,  but  no  chance  of  stopping  the  progress  of  this  commanding  rebel 
work, 
t  The  XV-inch  is  a  great  gun,  truly.  Last  night  the  enemy  attacked  the 
I  army ;  were  handsomely  repulsed.  Navy  was  in  position  to  fire  if  desired  by 
eigoal  from  army,  but  no  signal  was  made  by  army,  as  the  direction  of  firing 
must  be  uncertain  over  high  hills  and  woods. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admira/. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t/ie  Navy. 


ENGAGEMENT  OF  MONITORS  WITH  HOWLETTS  BATTERY. 

[Telegram.] 

Flag-Ship  Aoawam, 
James  River,  May  24,  1864 — 9  p.  m. 

Otsego  arrived  to-day.  Monitors  practice  at  Howlett's  battery.  Enemy  seem 
to  have  stopped  working  on  it.  Monitors  also  practiced  yesterday  to  get  range 
to  protect  right  flank  of  army.         «         «         « 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear'Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

3ic 
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THE  CONVOYING  OF  TRANSPORTS  UP  JAMES  RIVER,  TIRGIKIA. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Charles  A.  Babcack. 

United  States  Steamer  Morse, 

Of  Yorktown,  Virginia,  May  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  having  telegraphed  to  you  on  tbe  20th  inetot 
that  at  the  request  of  Colouel  Biggs,  quartermaster  at  Fortress  Monroe,  I  wy 
about  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  West  Point  with  this  vessel  and  3fy8tic,  for 
the  purpose  of  convoying  transports  with  supplies  for  Major  General  Shendan*! 
command,  who  were  encamped  at  White  Uouse  landing,  and  who  were  gre 
in  need  of  them,  at  7.30  p.  m.  the  same  evening  got  under  way  with  uw 
vessel,  three  transports,  a  schooner  and  Mystic  bringing  up  the  rear,  and  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river.    Anived  at  West  Point  at  10.30  p.  m.;   found  the  wW 
entirely  destroyed  by  £re  since  the  recent  expedition  to  that  place.     Oneoftk 
transports  having  on  board  a  cavalry  guard  of  thirty  men,  ordered  her       e 
into  the  beach,  and  sent  boats'  crews  from  this  vosscl  to  assist  in  landing 
cavalry;  succeeded  in  doing  so  without  any  accident,  swimming  the  horses <■ 
shore  with  a  line  attached  to  them.     The  cavalry  guard  immediately  procec 
up  the  Peninsula  for  the  purj)08e  of  communicating  with  Major  Genend  Sheri< 
informing  him  that  I  hud  arrived  at  West  Point  with  two  gunboats  and 
transports,  with  forage  and  subsistence  for  his  command.     At  1  p.  m.  on  lor 
21st  instant  the  cavalry  guard  returned  to  West  Point  with  a  colonel  froa 
Major  General  Sheridan,  urgently  requesting  me  to  proceed  as  far  up  the  riw 
as  possible,  as  his  command  were  suflfering  for  want  of  forage  and  subsistence; 
ancl  not  being  able  to  cross  the  bridge  at  White  House  landing  withont  previondj 
repairing  it,  1  immediately  determined  to  proceed  to  White  Honse  if  poseiblf. 
Got  under  way  with  the  transports  and  Mystic,  and  proceeded  up  the  Pamnnker 
river;  found  no  impediment  or  obstructions  in  the  river.     When  up  to  Cum 
land  bar,  it  being  very  low  water,  and  the  Mystic,  on  account  of  her  dm     k 
not  being  able  to  cross  the  bar,  left  her  there  and  proceeded  on  with  the  traiB- 
ports,  givhig  Acting  Master  Wright  ord<?rs  to  follow  when  possible.     Wl 
abreast  of  Indiantown  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  passing  up  the  river  oo 
account  of  the  very  low  tide.     At  9  30  p.  m.  succeeded  in  reaching  the  'Whtst 
House  safely  with  the  transports ;  immediately  communicated  with  Major  Gtfr 
eral  Sheridan,  informing  him  of  my  arrival. 

On  Sunday,  the  22[i  instiint,  two  transports  arrived  from  Fortress        o     ) 
with  pontoons  for  the  army,  but  by  this  time  General  Sheridan's  commana 
Buccee(i(^d  in  repairing  the  bridge  and  did  not  need  them. 

( )u  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant  Acting  ^Master  Wright  came  up  the  rirff 
in  his  boat  and  reported  to  me  that  in  trying  to  come  up  the  river  he  had  raft 
hard  aground  on  Indiantown  bar;  immediately  sent  the  steamer  Star  lo 
assistiince,  giving  orders  to  Acting  Master  Wright  that  when  afloat  he  shonia 
remain  there  in  deep  water  until  turther  orders  from  me.  On  Sunday  evening 
received  on  board  this  vessel  for  delivery  to  military  authorities  at  Yorktown. 
by  request  of  Major  General  Sheridan,  sciven  prisoners  of  war  (two  officers  and 
five  privates)  and  two  deserters  from  (ienerai  Butler's  aiiny,  all  captured  the 
day  jirevious  by  General  Sheridan's  command. 

At  11  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  the  army  being  on  the  more, 
and  transports  being  all  discharged,  gave  them  orders  to  get  under  way,  aud 
proceed  to  Yorktown.  When  witiiin  sight  of  the  Mystic,  ordered  her  to  get  uulo 
way  and  take  the  lead,  bringing  up  the  rear  with  this  vessel. 
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All  arrived  safely  at  Yorktown  at  10.30  p.  m.  last  night,  and  delivered  tlie 
oners  to  the  military  authorities  on  shore. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  BABCOCK, 
Jjteutenant  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present, 
fiear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron^ 

U.  S,  Flag-Ship  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


CAVALRY  ATTACK  ON  OUTER  WORKS  OF  FORT  POWHATAN. 

w 

i  Flag-Ship  Agawam, 

James  River,  May  24,  1864. 

Sir:  Acting    Volunteer    Lieutenant    Woodward,    United    States    steamer 
Atlanta,  reports,  on  the  21st  instant,  that  a  squad  of  rehel  cavalry  attacked  the 
outer  works  of  Fort  Powhatan  at  about  noon  on  that  day,  driving  in  the 
'  pickets. 

The  Atlanta  and  Dawn  fired  on  the  enemy,  and  they  soon  disappeared.     I 
,d  already  sent  the  Fequot  to  re-enforce  this  position,  though  her  services 
►old  be  hardly  spared  from  her  position  further  up  the  river. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllrs 

Secretary  af  the  Navy, 


PICKING  UP  TORPEDOES,  &c. 
[Telegram.] 

Flag-Ship  Agawam, 
Farrar's  Island,  May  28,  1864 — 1  p,  m. 

Picked  up  several  torpedoes,  each  containing  seventy  pounds  powder,  floating 
onnd  the  monitors  tliis  morning.     Two  (2)  deserters  came  in  this  momng 
1      \  report  that  the  three  (3)  rebel  iron-clads  have  been  below  Drury's  Bluff  for 
leveral  days. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear  Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A,  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBo.v  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


REPULSE  OF  ATTACK  AT  WILSON'S  WHARF. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S,  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  Aoawam, 
Farrar's  Island,  James  River,  Virginia,  May  28,  18G4. 

Sir  :  Tb«*  copy  of  my  order  of  May  23,  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Quacken- 
bash,  and  tli(^  original  reports  of  that  officer  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
I>awn  and  Voung  America,  will  inform  the  department  as  to  the  good  service 
Yeadered  by  the  navy  in  co-operating  with  the  troops  under  General  Wild  in 
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1 


repuleing  tlie  attack  made  by  the  enemy  in  force  at  WiUon'a  wharf  on  the  M 
ins  Unit. 

Believing  that  the  enemy  had  intrenched  himself  in  front  of  the  army  po 
here,  1  judged  that  be  would  next  attack  our  positions  in  the  rear  at  V  tt 
wharf  and  Fort  Powbatan,  especially  as  the  colored  troops  stationea  ucft 
offered  the  temptation  of  prize  to  him,  and  a  late  Richmond  paper.  captoRdtj 
our  navy  pickets,  commented  with  bitterness  on  the  presence  of  such  tnoyi 
there.  Thence  I  despatched  the  Pequot  with  a  respectful  warning  to  Geneni 
Wild  to  strengthen  our  means  of  defence  there. 

Under  other  orders  from  me  the  Pequot  was  stationed  aboat  Fort  Powbatin; 
the  Dawn  below  Wilson's  wharf;  the  Atlanta,  iron-clad,  and  the  tog  Yooif 
America,  between  the  two. 

I  respectfully  congratulate  the  department  upon  the  snccess  of  the 
dispositions  which  the  force  put  at  my  disposal  enabled  me  to  make. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.    LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B,  S^mc  I 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  ' 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

No.  1.  Lieutenant  Commander  Quackenbush,  May  26,  reporting  i 
obedience  to  orders  of  23d. 

No.  2.  From  same,  ]May  25,  reporting  attack  on  Fort  Powhatan  and  "V 
wharf  on  24tb. 

No.  3.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Simmons,  United  States  steamer  \ 
May  5  ;  report  of  same. 

No.  4.  From  same.  May  25,  report  of  ammunition  expended. 

No.  5.  Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Chase,  Pequot,  May  25. 


May 
of  Acting  Ensign  Chase,  Pequot. 

No.  8.  Copy  of  my  orders  of  23d  instant  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Q 
bush. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S,  P.  Quackenbush. 

United  States  Steamship  Pkquot, 
Fort  Towhatan,  James  River,  Virginia,  May  26,  1 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  23d  instant,  I  left  my  ancho        i 
Turkey  Bend  and  proceeded  to  this  place.     I  at  once  communicated  with  the 
mandiiig  officer  of  i\w.  poHt,  and  admonished  him  from  you  of  the  probabSitjf 
an  attack  on  tbis  post  vy  tbe  enemy. 

After  baving  ascertained  the  bcdt  position  for  the  Pequot  to  take*  I  -% 
"Wilson's  wbarf  and  communicated  with  General  Wild,  commanding  that  poi* 
I  al:<o  made  an  examination  of  the  best  position  to  be  occupied  by  the  ga 
in  the  event  of  an  attack.     In  consequence  of  the  information  which  I  gt^« 
General   Wild,  arrangements  were  immediately  made   which,    I   under 
tended  in  a  great  measure  to  the  repulse  of  the  enemy. 

I  was  informed  by  General  Wild  that  the  Dawn  and  Young  America 
most  excellent   service  during  the  attack.     The  gallant  conduct   of  A 
Ensign  W.  F.  Chase,  in  taking  the  wheel  and  command  of  the  tug        yflo«v 
when  the  captain  and  mate  were  shot  down,  and  in  taking  her  all 
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r  nnder  a  sweeping:  fire  of  the  enemy's  bullets,  and  his  strict  compliance 
m  the  orders  given  him  by  me,  is  deserving  of  your  most  favorable  notice. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBUSH. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  North  American  Blockading  Squadron^ 

U,  5.  Flag' Ship  Agatoam,  James  River,  Virginia. 


Additional  report  of  lAeutenant  CommoMder  8.  P.  Quackenbuih. 

Unitbd  States  Stbambr  Pbquot, 
Fort  Powhatai^  James  River,  Va.,  May  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  at  12.30  p.  m..  yesterday,  while  on  shore  at  Fort 
Powhatan,  a  message  was  received  by  the  colonel  commanding  from  the  general 

Wilson's  wharf,  stating  that  the  enemy  were  attacking  the  latter  place. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  attack  on  Wilson's  wharf  was  a  feint  to  draw  our 
brces  from  this  place,  while  an  attack  should  be  made  here  in  force,  as  commu- 
lication  by  signal  was  interrupted. 

The  Young  America  had  her  blow-valve  broken,  and  steam  blown  off,  and 
soneequc'utly  could  not  move. 

I  sent  Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Chase  in  the  transport  Mayflower  down  to  Wil- 
lon's  wharf  to  Icam  from  the  general  if  the  attack  was  in  force,  and  if  the 
[>awn  needed  aid.  I  also  sent  the  army  tug  Johnson  to  tow  the  Young  America 
TO  the  scene  of  action,  in  order  that  her  guns  might  be  used  if  needed. 

The  ^layflowcr  was  fired  into  by  sharpshooters  in  the  bushes  on  the  banks 
ast  before  reaching  the  Dawn,  and  her  captain  and  pilot  both  severely  wounded. 
ILctinr  Ensign  Chase  then  took  charge  of  her,  and  hailing  the  Dawn,  learned 
iibat  sTie  wanted  assistance.     He  then  went  on  shore,  and  was  informed  by  the 

neral  that  he  had  signalized  repeatedly  to  Powhatan  for  the  gunboats,  and 
M.at  he  needed  help  at  once      The  Mayflower  was  taken  possession  of  for  the 

e  of  the  woundeo,  and  Mr.  Chase  could  not  return  until  6  p.  m.,  when  I  im- 

•diately  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to  Wilson's  wharf.  The  enemy  had 
lisappeared  about  an  hour  before  my  arrival.  1  learn  that  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Simmons,  of  the  Dawn,  rendered  most  eflicient  help,  his  shells 
iweeping  through  tlie  enemy's  column  with  terrible  effect. 

I  tak(*  especial  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  gallant  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  W. 
F.  Cha.*e,  of  this  vessel.  When  the  captain  and  pilot  of  the  Mayflower  were 
itnick  down  helpless  with  wounds  at  his  side,  he  took  the  wheel,  went  in  to 
the  wharf,  and  went  on  shore,  in  obedience  to  orders,  although  a  storm  of  bul- 
lets was  rained  on  the  vessel  and  wharf  from  the  enemy's  line  near  by. 

I  have  returned  to  my  anchorage,  above  Fort  Powhatan. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 
lAeutenant  Commander,  U.  S»  N, 

Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Cam'dg  N,  A,  B,  Squadron,  U.  S,  St^r  Agawam,  James  River,  Va, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J,  TV,  Simmons, 

United  States  Steamer  Dawn, 
Of  Wilson's  Wharf,  May  25, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  1.30  p.  m.  yesterday,  the  24th,  •the 
Dnited  States  forces  under  General  Wild  at  this  point  were  very  suddenly  attacked 
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by  the  enemy  in  heavy  force,  under  General  Fitzbugh  Lee.  On  bearing:  the  alarm 
I  at  once  got  under  way,  and  commenced  shelling  the  woods  on  oar  left  flank. 
The  enemy  got  possession  of  a  small  piece  of  woods  above  the  fortification,  and 
the  transport  steamer  Mayflower  coming  by  at  the  time,  they  opened  a  galling 
fire  of  musketry  on  the  Mayflower  and  this  vessel,  badly  wounding  the  captain 
and  pilot  of  the  transport.  I  at  once  opened  on  the  woods,  and  succeeded  in 
driving  them  out.  The  firing  having  almost  ceased  on  our  left,  and  increased 
on  our  right  flank,  I  altered  the  position  of  this  vessel,  and  commenced  ahelliiig 
the  enemy  just  as  they  were  making  a  charge,  which  drove  them  back»  and,  as 
General  Wild  tells  me,  thus  ended  a  sharp  action  of  five  and  a  half  hours.     *    • 

Tlie  ofticers  and  crew  behaved  finely,  Acting  Ensigns  William  B.  Owens, 
E.  T.  Sears,  and  P.  W.  Morgan  serving  their  different  guns  with  great  coolness 
and  energy,  although  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  were  throwing  musket  shot 
over  and  at  us  continually. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  to  you  the  noble  and  gallant  condact  of  my 
executive  officer.  Acting  Master  J.  A.  Jackaway.  In  shifting  my  position  to 
follow  the  enemy,  this  vessel  got  very  near  a  shoal  in  the  river,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  turn  by  backing,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  my  guns  to  bear  on  the 
sharpshooters,  who  were  completely  showering  us  with  musketry.  Mr.  Jacka- 
way did  the  duties  of  pilot,  thus  getting  the  vessel  in  position,  and  eventually 
driving  the  enemy  away,  and  saving  the  flank  of  our  troops.  I  do  think  he 
deserves  promotion,  if  noble  and  gallant  conduct  and  strict  attention  to  duty 
merit  such  a  reward. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties  on  board. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SIMMONS, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  ConCdg  DawM. 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Leb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  jP.  Chase, 

Unitku  States  Steamer  Pequot, 
Off'  Fort  Powhatan,  James  River,  Va,,  May  25,  1 864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  proceeded  down  to  Wilson's 
landing  in  the  steam-tug  Mayflower.  Just  before  communicating  with  the  United 
States  steamer  Dawn,  at  Wilson's  landing,  the  Mayflower  was  fired  into  by 
rebel  sharpshooters,  severely  wounding  tlie  captain  and  pilot.  I  then  took  com- 
mand of  the  vessel,  and  communicated  with  the  captain  of  the  Dawn,  and  asked 
him  if  he  needed  assistance ;  he  said  he  did.  I  also  informed  him  that  the  cap- 
tain and  pilot  of  tug  were  wounded.  I  then  ran  the  vessel  in  to  the  whan, 
went  ashore,  and  communicated  with  the  commanding  officer,  and  asked  him  if 
the  attack  was  in  force,  and  if  he  needed  assistance ;  he  replied  ho  did,  and  thai 
he  had  sicrnalized  to  Fort  Powhatan  an  hour  and  a  half  before,  and  that  he  WW 
out  of  ammunition  for  his  artilleiy.  Tbc  tug  was  taken  by  the  adjutant  sen- 
eral  of  the  post  for  the  use  of  the  wounded,  making  it  impossible  for  mo  to  obey 
Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackeubush's  order  for  immediate  return  ;  when 
I  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  passage  on  the  transport  steamer  J.  JohnjK>n»  and 
reported  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  CHASE, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Aary. 

Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackbnbush, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  PequoL 
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Letter  from  Lieutenant  (Commander   S.  P.  Quackenhush,  transmitting  engi- 

neer't  report. 

United  States  Stbambr  Pequot, 
Fort  Powhatant  James  River,  May  25,  1864. 

Sit :  Enclosed  I  hand  you  the  report  of  the  engineer  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Yonng  America,  stating  the  reasons  why  the  vessel  was  unable  to  move 
wken  ordered. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Sim- 
monBy  of  the  Dawn,  but  will  forward  it  as  soon  as  received. 
I  am  reBpectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbr, 

Com'dg  X.  A.  B,  Squadron,  U.  S,  S,  Agawam,  James  River,  Va. 


Report  of  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Chas.  R.  Jones. 

United  States  Ship  Young  America, 

O^  Powhatan,  James  River,  May  25,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  concerning  this  vessel 
being  without  steam  on  the  24th  instant.  About  eleven  o'clock  a.  m.  the  blow- 
cock  on  the  boiler  began  to  leak  to  such  an  extent  that  it  was  impossible  to 
kaep  water  in  the  boiler ;  and  as  we  had  to  break  some  joints  to  get  to  the  valve, 
it  was  impossible  to  repair  it  without  hauling  fires  and  blowing  water  out  of  the 
boUer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  R.  JONES, 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer. 
Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackbnbush, 

U.  t>.  Steamer  Pequot,  off  Fort  Powhatan,  James  River. 


Gallant  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  F.  Chase. 

United  States  Steamer  Dawn, 

Off  Wilson's  Wharf,  Va„  May  2b,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  to  you  the  gallant  conduct  of  Acting 
Xhiflign  W.  F.  Chase,  at  present  attached  to  the  United  States  steamer  Pequot. 
The  first  I  saw  of  Mr.  Chase  was  on  the  Mayflower  steam  transport,  endeavoring 
to  communicate  with  me  on  the  Mayflower,  passing  the  woods  above  me,  where 
tbe  enemy's  sharpshooters  had  got  possession ;  they  poured  a  murderous  volley 
of  musketry  on  the  Mayflower,  badly  wounding  the  captain  and  pilot  of  the 
boftt,  leaving  her  completely  at  their  mercy ;  Mr.  Chase  at  once  jumped  to  the 
wll0el,  and  brought  the  boat  safe  through  the  terrific  fire  poured  at  him.  His 
jfMiinct  is  also  reported  to  me'by  General  Wild.  I  do  think  he  richly  deserves 
^promotion  for  gallant  conduct. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SIMMONS, 
*'  A,  V.  Lieut.  Commanding. 

Lieutenaal  Commander  S.  P.  Quackenhush, 

Commtmdmg  United  States  Steamer  PequoL 
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Instructions  to  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush. 

Flag-Ship  Agawam, 
Trent's  Reach,  James  River,  May  23,  1864 — 1  o'clock  a,  m. 

Sir  :  At  daylight  this  morning  get  under  way,  and  proceed  without  delay 
to  Fort  Powhatan.  So  dispose  of  the  navaf  forces  at  that  point  as  to  heat 
guard  the  approaches  to  Fort  Powhatan  and  Wilson's  wharf  by  a  cross-fire  fit>m 
the  gunboats  and  Atlanta. 

Communicate  with  the  army  officer  in  command,  and  respectfully  *.^ti|w^i^i^ 
him  for  me  of  the  probabilities  of  an  attack  upon  these  important  poiuta. 

Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A,  B,  Squadron. 
Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush, 

Pequot,  Turkey  Island,  James  River. 


ATTACK  ON  GENERAL  WILD  AT  WILSON'S  WHARF. 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters,  Boanokb  Island, 

Flao-Ship  Agawam, 
Jaines  River,  May  29 — 10  p,  m* 

Went  to  Fort  Powhatan  and  Wilson's  wharf  to-day.  The  Pequot,  Atlanta, 
Dawn,  and  Young  America  will  effectually  aid  the  troops ;  one  colored  regiment 
at  each  place  to  hold  against  great  odds  these  important  positions  which  the  amy 
is  fortifying. 

General  Wild  had  900  colored  troops  at  Wilson's  wharf,  and  two  twen^- 
pounder  Parrots,  and  no  other  artillery,  when  he  was  attacked.  He  says  the 
enemy  used  no  artillery,  and  were,  ho  thinks,  2,000  strong.  He  stated  to 
that  the  gunboats  were  of  great  assistance  to  him  in  repelling  their  attack. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron* 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


REBEL  IRON-CLADS  AND  GUNBOATS  BELOW  DRUErS  BLUFF. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Flaq-Ship  Agawam, 
Farrar's  Island,  James  River,  May  30,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 

A  deserter  from  the  rebel  vessel-of-war  Hampton  reports  to-day  that  the 
enemy  have  now  below  Drury's  Bluff  three  iron-clads,  six  small  gunboats 
plated  with  boiler  iron,  each  mounting  two  guns  of  six-inch  and  four-inch  bore, 
all  fitted  with  torpedoes,  and  nine  fire-ships,  fitted  with  combustible  material^ 
with. which  they  propose  to  attack  the  fiect  in  James  river  at  as  early  a  mo- 
ment as  practicable  by  sending  down  their  fire-ships  first,  closely  followed  \(f 
the  iron-clads  and  other  vessels.  The  deserter  says  that  the  ve88i^l8  haTB  been 
ready  for  one  week,  and  that  their  crews  were  supplied  by  men  from  Lee*t 
army.        ••••••••• 

S.P.LEE, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Sq^uuhrom. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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REBELS  MOUNTING  A  200-POUNDER  AT  HOWLETT'S. 

[Telegpraxn.] 

Flag-Ship  Aoawam, 
Farrar*9  Island,  May  31,  1864. — 1.45  jp.  m. 

Heard  coDBiderable  cannonading  for  one  hour  last  evening  and  four  hours 
this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Eichmond.  A  deserter  to  the  army  says  they 
are  mounting  one  200-pounder  at  Howlett's,  and  that  the  rams  were  to  have 
come  down  last  night. 

These  torpedoes  and  fire-rafts  will  probably  be  down  soon. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ATTACK  BY  REBEL  BATTERY  ON  THE  PERRY. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

June  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  May  31,  the  enemy 
opened  on  this  vessel  with  four  (4)  guns.  I  immediately  returned  the  fire,  and 
«t  11  o'clock  a.  m.  succeeded  in  driving  them  away.  Having  expended  all  my 
ammunition,  I  dropped  down  the  river  and  sent  a  steamer  to  City  Point,  which 
brought  up  the  ammunition  required.  The  vessel  was  struck  six  (6)  times,  and 
BO  one  was  injuied. 

A  man  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  General  Putnam  had  his  foot  in- 
jured by  the  recoil  of  a  gun.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  E.  Gregory  deemed 
it  neccssfiry  to  amputate  the  foot,  and  did  so ;  and  I  sent  him  on  board  the 
United  States  steamer  Osceola. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  P.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com^dg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  James  River,  Va. 


NAVAL  SITUATION,  &c. 
[Telegram.] 


Flag-Ship  Agawam, 

Farrar's  Island,  June  2,  1864. 

No  change  in  the  naval  situation,  except  that  I  have  received  here,  from 
Qeneral  Butt  lor,  the  vessels  he  had  provided  at  City  Point,  as  part  of  his  plan 
of  campaign  for  obstnicting  James  river. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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PREFAMNa  TO  SINK  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  TRENT'S  REACH. 

(Teiegiam.] 

Flag-Ship  Aoawam, 

Farrar*9  Island^  June  4,  1864 — 10  /?.  m. 

No  enemy's  armed  vessel  has  been  seen  since  we  came  np  tbis  river.  A 
bark  and  four  schooners,  provided  bj,  and  at  the  expense  of,  the  army,  are 
here  to-night,  ready,  with  shingle  ballast,  for  sinking  in  Trent's  reach,  at  the 
locality  designated  by  General  Butler,  who  recommends  the  measure.   •    •  •  •. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral i  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


SISKING  OF  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  JAMES  RIVER. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  S*  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  Aoawam, 

Farrar*9  Island^  June  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  General  Sui- 
ter and  myself  relative  to  sinking  obstructions  in  the  river,  which  the  depart- 
ment will  recollect  was  a  part  of  his  original  plan  of  campaign. 

The  department  will  appreciate  the  reluctance  I  have  felt  to  adopt  this  comae. 
The  iron-clad  force  at  my  command  is  better  than  was  originally  expected. 
General  Grant  asked  for  the  co-operation  of  two  iron-clads.  There  are  four  here 
now,  and  there  will  be  three  left  when  the  Tecumseh,  now  under  your  orders  for 
other  service,  shall  leave.  The  navy  is  not  accustomed  to  putting  down  ob- 
structions before  it,  and  the  act  might  be  construed  as  implying  an  admisaioft  of 
superiority  of  resources  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  The  object  of  the  opera- 
tion would  be  to  make  the  river  more  secure  against  the  attempts  of  the  enemy 
upon  our  vessels  by  fire  and  explosive  rafts,  followed  by  torpedoes  and  iron- 
clad vessels  and  boats. 

General  Grant  seems  to  be  expected  by  our  military  men  and  by  the  enemy 
(see  Richmond  paper  of  June  7)  to  cross  the  James  river  and  operate  against 
Richmond  on  the  south  side ;  and  I  understand  that  it  would  be  of  vital  import- 
ance to  the  success  of  the  campaign  that  the  river  should  be  held  secure  against 
the  casualties  of  a  novel  naval  engagement.  Of  coitrse,  myself  and  officers  de- 
sire the  opportunity  of  encountering  the  enemy,  and  feel  reluctant  to  dis- 
courage his  approach.  But  the  point  of  embarrassment  with  me  is  the  eonse- 
quences  that  would  follow  a  failure  of  the  campaign,  should  the  novel  plans  of 
tne  enemy  succeed  in  crippling  the  monitor  force. 

I,  therefore,  lay  the  subject  before  the  department,  which,  understanding  the 
views  of  General  Grant,  will  best  comprehend  the  extent  and  the  locality  of 
the  co-operation  he  may  desire,  and  be  able  to  instruct  me  on  the  sutyectt.  if 
thought  necessary. 

I  am  more  disposed  to  the  reference  since  the  receipt  of  the  department's  de- 
spatch of  the  4th  instant.  The  water  here  is  too  shoal  and  narrow  for  manoen- 
vring  the  monitors,  and  they  occupy  a  position  for  supporting  the  flanks  of  the 
army,  from  which  they  must  engage  at  anchor,  and  to  keep  their  turrets  m 
stream,  are  moored  head  and  stem.  Even  our  tugs  cannot  cross  the  middle 
ground  in  this  reach  at  low  water,  and  there  is  no  room  for  the  longer  woodea 
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▼essels  which  are  etationed  to  keep  open  our  commuDications,  which,  however, 
the  enemy  can  interrnpt  at  pleasure,  especially  at  Deep  Bottom,  should  General 
Grant  leave  the  left  side  of  the  James. 

I  am  inclined,  in  view  of  all  the  circametances,  to  obstruct  the  shoaler  parts 
of  this  reach,  so  as  to  prevent  the  convenient  approach  of  the  enemy's  smaller 
torpedo  vessels,  and  limit  his  approack  to  the  cliannel  way,  which  is  narrow, 
and  under  the  control  of  the  monitor  fire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiraly  Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  ot  the  Navy^  JVashingfon,  D.  C. 


CORRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN  GENERAL  BUTLER  AND  REAR-ADMIRAL  LEE. 

[Telegraph.] 

General  Butler's  Headquarters. 

The  bark  Franklin  and  five  (5)  schooners  are  at  your  disposal  to  obstruct 
the  channel  of  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major  General i  Commanding, 
Real-Admiral  8.  P.  Lee, 

dnnmanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron, 


Flag-Ship  Agawam, 

James  River,  June  1,  1864. 

General  :  Will  you  please  send  to  me  here,  at  once,  that  they  may  be  at 
luind  for  use,  if  necet^sary,  the  barque  and  schooners  provided  by  you  for  ob- 
tftrueting  the  river? 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yotirs, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  N.  A,  B,  Squadron. 
Major  General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Uomm*dg  Department  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 


Flag-Ship  Agawam, 

James  River,  June  1,  1864. 

General  :  I  thank  yon  for  sending  the  two  contrabands  to  me ;  their  in- 
formation is  useful.  I  desire  that  the  bark  and  schooners  may  be  sent  me 
for  immediate  use*. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
lligor  General  B.  F.  Butler, 

ComnCdg  Department  Virgimia  and  North  Carolina, 
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JuNB  1,  1864,  3.30  /^.  m. 

Your  envelope  enclosing  letter  to  French  consul  in  Eicbmond,  and  request  for 
the  barque  and  schooners  for  obstructions,  is  received.  Orders  have  gone  out 
to  Chief  Quartermaster  Fuller  to  send  them  up  at  once  with  a  tow. 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major  Creneral,  Commanding^ 
Admiral  Lee, 

Commanding  N,  A,  B.  Squadron. 


FLilG-SHIP  AOAWAM, 

Farrar^s  Island,  June  2,  1864. 

General  :  Can  you  ride  over  this  morning  with  General  Weitzel,  and  ar- 
range for  sinking  the  vessels  which  you  have  obtained  and  appropriated  for 
obstructing  the  navigation  of  James  river,  in  such  places  as  will  add  to  the  seca- 
rity  of  the  army  communications  ?  It  must  be  your  operation,  not  mine,  as  I 
have  not  consulted  the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject,  and  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment  alone  can  find  vessels  for  tnis  purpose  if  it  approves  of  so  using  them.  I 
have  no  authority  to  employ  or  use  vessels  for  this  purpose,  but  can  give  BQcli 
assistance  to  your  engineers  as  may  aid  you  in  accomplishing  the  object  pro- 
posed in  your  plan  of  campaign. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Major  General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Com'dg  Deparhnent  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 


Headquarters  in  Field, 

June  2,  1864. 

Admiral  :  Your  communication,  dated  June  2,  in  regard  to  the  obstmctiooiib 
is  received.  The  five  (5)  vessels  sent  up  were  procui'ed  by  my  order  for  thi 
purpose  of  being  used  as  obstructions  to  the  river,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  tlia 
naval  commaudcr,  they  would  add  to  the  security  of  his  fleet.  I  have  no  dift- 
culty  as  to  tlic  point  at  which  we  desire  to  secure  the  river.  It  is  the  rigkt  ot 
my  line  near  Curtis's  house  at  the  ravine,  but  whether  the  river  should  be  aecnred 
by  obstructions  or  by  vessels,  or  a  disposition  of  your  obstructions  or  of  ibe 
vessels  of  your  navy,  neither  myself  nor  my  engineers  have  any  right  to  ftd 
ourselves  competent  to  give  our  opinion.  The  vessels  are  wholly  at  your  senrioab 
but  upon  your  judgment,  not  mine,  must  rest  their  use. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  as  I  informed  your  officer,  I  will  visit  you 
this  afternoon  and  designate  the  spot  we  desire  to  be  held,  but  whether  by  mflmi 
of  obstructions  or  by  your  ships,  or  by  both  combined,  must  be  solely  for  you 
to  determine. 

While  I  know  you  would  not  undertake  to  give  directions  to  my  engineen 
as  to  the  situation  of  our  earthworks  on  land,  so  we  ought  not  to  presume  to' 
advise  you  as  to  your  means  of  defending  the  water. 

I  have  not  consulted  the  War  Department  upon  the  question  whether  I  should 
procure  these  obstructions.  I  supposed  that  was  fairly  within  my  discretion, 
and  I  venture  respectfully  to  add  that  the  question  whether  you  should  use  them 
is  entirely  within  yours.  The  Navy  Department  cannot  know  the  exigencies 
as  you  know  them,  and  I  am  certain  must  leave  that  question  to  the  good  judg- 
ment of  the  rear-admiral  commanding  the  fleet. 

I  am  aware  of  the  delicacy  naval  gentlemen  feel  in  depending  upon  anrflAf 
but  their  ships  in  a  contest  with  the  enemy,  and  if  it  was  a  contest  witib  Um 
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enemy's  fihips  alone,  I  certainly  would  not  advise  the  obstructions  even  at  tbe 
gieat  risk  of  losing  the  liver.  But  in  a  contest  against  such  unchristian  modes 
of  warfare  as  fire-rafts  and  torpedo-boats,  1  think  all  questions  of  delicacy  should 
be  waived  by  the  paramount  consideration  of  protection  for  the  lives  of  the  men 
and  the  safety  of  tne  very  valuable  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Pardon  me  if  I  have  overstepped  any  line  of  duty  or  courtesy  in  this  latter 
eoggestion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major  General  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 


Flag-Ship  Agawam, 
Farrar*s  Island,  June  3,  1864. 

General  :  The  system  of  naval  expenditures  is  so  antirely  different  from  the 
army  system,  being  controlled  and  directed  by  the  Navy  Department  alone, 
that,  to  prevent  future  misunderstanding,  I  desire  now  to  be  assured  by  yon,  in 
writing,  whether  the  cost  of  the  vessels  placed  by  you  at  my  disposal  for  ob- 
structing the  river  can  be  made  a  charge  or  liability,  present  or  contingent, 
open  the  Navy  Department,  if,  under  my  directions,  they  are  used  for  the  pur- 
pose indicated,  or  whether  I  am  to  understand  that  the  entire  cost  and  expend- 
iture for  the  vei»selH  is  borne  by  the  War  Department. 

Without  explicit  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  should  not  feel 
justified  in  incurring  any  pecuniary  liability  in  connexion  with  this  matter. 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  communication  of  yesterday,  which  I  have  now 
tbe  honor  to  acknowledge,  which  refers  to  the  lives  of  the  men  and  safety  of 
the  very  valuable  vessels  under  my  command,  as  being  the  primary  reason  for 
obstmcting  the  river,  I  would  wish  to  be  understood  as  regarding  the  loss  of 
life  and  material  as  incidental  to  the  contest  which  would  occur  sliould  the  ene- 
ny  make  an  attack  on  us,  whatever  th^  result  should  be.  The  first  consideration 
with  me  is,  the  necessity  heretofore  represented  by  you  to  me,  of  holding  this 
rnrer  beyond  a  peradventure,  for  the  great  military  purposes  of  General  Grant 
and  yourself.  In  consulting  my  own  desires,  I  would  do  everything  to  induce 
aod  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  trying  to  assert  their  strength  in  a  pure 
naval  conteitt,  which  in  my  opinion  would  give  us  a  naval  victory.  The  only 
coatingency  of  such  a  battle  is  the  unknown  effect  of  the  novel  instruments  of 
war— torpedo  vessels — which  are  to  be  employed  by  them,  and  which,  as  the 
attacking  party,  give  them  perhaps  an  advantage  which  might  possibly  balance 
our  certain  superiority  in  all  other  fighting  material. 

Please  return  to  me  the  topographical  sketch  which  you  gave  me  and  after- 
waids  borrowed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron. 

Major  General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Com*dg  Department  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


Headquarters  l\  the  Field, 

June  3,  1864—1.30/?.  m. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  in  writing,  as  I  have  heretofore  verbally,  that 
the  obstructions  furnished  you  by  me  will  in  no  way  be  any  charge  or  cost  to 
tbe  Ifavj  Departmentf  unless  it  chooses  voluntarily  to  assume  the  expense. 
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I  have  neither  doubt  nor  hesitation  upon  the  subject  If  the  expenditure  of  a 
few  thousands  for  these  vessels  will  save  one  monitor  from  torpedo  or  fire-raft« 
or  the  lives  of  ten  of  the  men  I  have  sent  to  the  navy,  I  should  make  it  at  once. 
You  will  judge  of  the  efficiency  of  the  obstructions.  The  expense  has  already 
been  assumed  by  the  array,  although  I  cannot  appreciate  the  difference.  One 
treasury,  one  nation,  one  cause — all  are  served  alike  if  one  is  served. 

Respectfully, 

B.  P.  BUTLER, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Rear- Admiral  Lee, 

Commanding^  ifc. 


Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

James  River ^  June  7,  1864. 

General  :  I  desire  to  keep  the  schooners  ready  for  sinking  when  I  am  ad- 
vised that  a  controlling  militaiy  necessity  requires  that  it  be  done. 

Judging  from  tlic  tenor  of  a  despatch  received  from  the  Navy  Department 
last  evening,  no  such  precautionary  measure  seems  to  be  contemplated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  Commanding  N»  A,  B,  Squadron. 
Major  General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Com*dg  Department  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 


[Received  June  7,  6.30  p.  m.] 

In  the  Field,  June  7,  1864 — 2,\5  p.  m. 

Your  note  relative  to  the  sinking  of  the  obstructions  is  received  by  hand  of 
Captain  Clark.     The  necessity  of  holding  our  positions  here  is  an   "  over- 
whelming" military  one.     But  how  you  are  to  hold  yours  on  the  river  is  of 
course  wholly  for  you  to  determine. 
Respectfully  yours, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Admiral  Lee,  Commanding^  Sfc, 


Additional  Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  Agawam, 
Farrar^s  hland^  June  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  department's  despatch  of  June  11,  replving  to  my  No.  325,  enclos- 
ing the  corrortpondence  between  General  Butler  and  myself  on  the  subject  of 
sinking  the  Vi*8sels  he  had  provided  wherewith  to  obstruct  James  river,  and 
leaving  action  on  the  subject  to  my  discretion,  was  received  on  tbe  13th  instant. 

I  took  no  Action  on  the  subject.  I  enclose  copies  of  two  despatches  received 
yesterday  morning  from  General  Butler,  my  reply  to  the  last,  and  the  inaimc- 
tions  which  I  gave  Commander  Craven,  (Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4.) 

Last  evening  I  saw  General  Grant  at  City  Point,  who  informed  me  tkai. 
several  days  before  his  arrival  here  he  had  ordered  General  Butler  to  Biitk  tlmf 
obstmctions,  and  that  finding  his  order  had  not  been  realized,  he  hadxeaowU  it 
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I  QDclerstand  that  the  army  conBidered  it  a  military  necessity  to  make  the 
riT^  secure  by  every  available  means  as  vital  to  the  success  of  the  campaign 
ilia  the  cause.        •••••••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Additional  correspondence  hettoeen  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  and  Gen,  Butler, 

[From  General  Batler*8  Headquarters.] 

Signal  Station,  June  15 — 4  a,  m. 

Can  you  temporarily  spare  a  gunboat  to  aid  in  crossing  of  Grant's  army  near 
>rt  Powhatan  ]  If  so,  please  send  one.     I  will  send  to-morrow,  and  with  your 
put  down  obstructions  in  such  spot  as  you  may  designate. 

GENERAL  BUTLER. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee.  ' 


Signal  Station,  June  15 — 9.30  a,  m, 

I  have  just  received  the  following  from  General  Butler : 
General  Grant  left  yesterday  for  Fort  Powhatan.     Tell  the  admiral  that 
Qeneral  Butler  proposes  to  sink  obstructions  to-day,  and  will  want  his  assist- 
e. 

COLONEL  SHAFFER,  Chief  of  Staff, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee. 


[Bj  signal.] 

Flau-Ship  Agawam,  June  15 — 10.30  a.  m. 

Commander  Craven  will  in  my  absence  give  the  engineer  the  assistance 
jreneral  Butler  desires  for  sinking  his  obstructions. 

S.  P.  LEE,  Acting  Rear- Admiral, 
General  Terry. 


Instructions  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee  to  Commander  Craven, 

Flag-Ship  Agawam, 
James  River,  June  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  message  just  received  from  General  Butler's  chief  of  staff 
tbnnigfa  General  Terry. 

In  General  Butler's  despatch  of  the  2d  instant,  he  said  that  th^  point  at 
w\Mi  he  desired  to  secure  the  river  is  the  right  of  his  hue  near  Curtis's  house, 
■ttbenmne. 
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I 

I  am  going  to  Fort  Powbatan.     Give  the  armj  all  the  assistance  it  may  ask 
in  secaring  its  flank  and  communications,  with  engineering  devices  in  the  lirer. 
Should  you  have  any  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  (for  which  yen 
will  arrange  a  look-ont,)  send  a  tng  to  bring  up  the  Mendota  and  HnnchhaidL 
Respectfully  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  Commanding  N.  A*  B.  Squadrcm* 
Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

United  States  Steamer  Tecumseh, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P,  Lee, 

[Telegram.] 

Flag-Ship  Agawam, 
Farrar's  bland,  June  15 — 11  p,  m. 

Early  this  morning  General  Butler  signalled  mo  that  he  would  sink  his  ob- 
structions to-day,  ordering  Commander  Craven  to  assist  the  army  engineers  to 
sink  their  obstructions  where  and  as  they  wished.  I  went  to  see  General  GruiK, 
who  informed  me  that  he  bad  several  days  ago  ordered  Gi^ncral  Butler  to  do  flOi 
Five  vessels  were,  according  to  the  plan  of  campaign,  sunk  to-day  under  Ae 
direction  of  the  army  engineer,  on  Trent's  Reach  bar,  which  will  to  some  extent 
add  to  the  security  of  the  military  situation. 

General  Meade's  army  is  crossing  on  pontoons  at  "Wilcox's  wharf,  llie 
operation  will  take  two  or  three  days.  To-night  Smith's  and  Hancock's  coipi 
are  attacking  Petersburg. 

The  enemy  appear  to  be  crossing  on  their  pontoons  above  Drury'a  Blrf 
to-day. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N>  A,  B.  Sqnadron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  from  Commander  Craven  and  correspondence  with  armyqfieers. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadbon, 

James  River,  Virginia,  June  22f  1864. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  with  its  enclosures  from  Com- 
mander Craven,  of  20th  instant,  relating  to  the  sinking  of  obstructions  inJamei 
river  by  the  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.      P.      Ii£lBy 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Siguadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Iron-clad  Tbcumsbh, 

James  River,  June  20»  1864. 

Sir  :  During  your  absence  (on  15th  instant)  I  was  called  upon  by  (Senod 
Weitzel,  who  gave  me  a  note  from  Gt^neral  Butler,  which  is  hei^to  appeadel 
and  marked  A. 
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:  In  eomplianoe  with  the  request  of  General  Weit2sel,  I  have  sunk  in  the  main 
diKnnel  four  hnlke  furnished  dj  him ;  and  have  also  stretched  across  the  chan- 
nel a  heavy  boom  supporting  a  chain  cable,  well  secured  at  each  end.  Across 
the  flats  I  have  extended  a  heavy  boom,  which  is  secured  by  six  anchors  ;  and 
in  the  channel  along  the  right  bank  I  have  sunk  a  schooner,  from  which  a 
short  boom  is  to  be  extended  to  the  flats. 

The  obstructions  were  all  complete  on  the  18th.    I  enclose  you,  herewith,  a 
note  received  from  General  Weitzel  on  the  16th,  together  with  a  copy  of  my 

reply. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  CRAVEN,  Commander. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  F.  Lee. 


A. 

June  15,  1864. 

I  am  directed  by  General  Grant  to  sink  the  obstructing  vessels  in  such  place 
I  can  protect  them  by  my  guns.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would  aid  in  so  do- 
ing upon  a  conference  with  my  chief  engineer,  General  Weitzel,  designating  the 
spot  which  will  appear  the  best  aid  to  your  fleet.  General  Grant  will  this  even- 
ing have  hb  headquarters  at  City  Point 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Major  Oeneral  U,  S,  A, 
Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb,- 

Commanding^  4^. 


June  16—9.40  a.  m, 

Mv  Dear  Sir  :  General  Butler  approves  of  the  plan  adopted  for  obstructing  the 
river,  and  has  ordered  up  another  schooner  to  till  up  the  eleven-foot  channel. 
It  will  be  up,  I  think,  by  evening. 

He  desires  me  to  thank  you  for  your  zealous  co-operation,  and  asks  you,  (as 
all  our  men  are  needed  to-day  to  follow  the  enemy,  who  has  left  our  front,)  that 
yon  may  complete  the  obstructions  with  men  from  the  fleet. 
In  haste,  truly  yours^ 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  Engineer. 
Captain  Craven, 

Commanding  Ironclad  Tecumseh,  James  River, 

General  Smith  carried  two  lines  of  rebel  works,  capturing  seventeen  (17)  can- 
non and  300  prisoners.  He,  with  Uancock,  have  now  a  position  overlooking 
Petersburg.  Another  cor])S  will  join  them  at  10  o'clock.  Everything  looks  well. 
The  negro  tn)Ops  under  General  Hinks  fought  most  gallantly  ;  on  two  charges 
they  captured  8  out  of  the  17  guns  above  mentioned. 

G.W. 


Tecijmseh,  June  16,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

llv  Dbab  Sir  ;  Yours  of  9.40  (this  date)  just  received.    It  will  improve  your 
plan  to  sink  two  more  hulks  in  addition  to  the  one  you  propose  to  send.     Tiicre 
■Mj  be  some  old  colliers  nearly  empty ;  they  can  be  had  at  low  rates  and  will 
4N 
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do  as  well  as  more  valuable  veeeels ;  thej  should  all  be  well  ballasted  with  stnae^ 
and  will  be  sunk  as  soon  as  received.  The  sails  of  tbe  bark  were  not  taken 
awav  last  evening  as  those  of  the  schooners  were,  and  are  readjfor  joq  as  soon 
as  jou  send  for  them. 

Thank  yon  for  the  good  news  of  tha  day. 
Yours  truly, 

T.  AUG.  CRAVEX 
Commander,  Jar  Admiral  Lee. 
Brig.  Gen.  G.  Wbitzel, 

CAief  Engineer, 


REBEL  STEAMEBS  ABOVE  CHAPDTS  BLUFF. 

[Telegram.] 

Flag-Ship  Agawam. 
Farrar'%  hland,  June  10, 1864 — 10^  a. 

A  flag  of  truce  tug  came  this  afternoon  to  deliver  a  letter  from  Mr.  OoM  to 
Major  Mulford. 

The  army  look-out  on  the  hill  near  us  has  several  times  reported  seemg  Ar 

smoke-stacks  of  the  rebel  steamers  above  Chapin'»  Bluff.  

S.P.LEE. 
Acting  Rear-AdmirA 
Hon.  GiDEox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (he  Xavy, 


CO-OPERATIOX  WITH  THE  ARMY— EKGAGEMENT  WITH  FORT  CUFTOBL 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

U.  S.  Steamer  Commodorb  Pbriy. 

Jmne  10, 1861 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  a  request  fromH^V 
General  Butler,  I  co-operated  with  the  land  forces  on  the  morning  of  dr 
9th  inst.  At  S^  a.  ra.  I  opened  on  Fort  Clifton,  and  at  11^  &•  m-  had  dimmmi^ri 
one  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  had  struck  another,  scattering  the  pieoeaorw  Ar 
fort. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  enemy  had  left  the  fort. 

The  snots  they  fired  at  me  all  fell  short,  I  having  dropped  down  the  ir 
out  of  range  early  in  the  morning. 

The  enemy  have  been  hard  at  work  repairing  the  fort. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  P.  FOSTER. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^ 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lee, 

Com^dg  X  .1.  B.  Squadron^  Jamtt  River,  Va. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Amoi  P.  Foster, 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

June  16,  1864. 

BiR :  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  requested  by  Major  General 
tier  to  co-operate  with  his  forces  then  near  Petersburg,  and  was  asked  to 
rect  my  fire  on  Fort  Clifton,  which  request  I  complied  with.     I  fired  forty- 
ren  (47)  shots  from  the  lOO-pound  Parrott,  which  did  good  execution. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  P.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com^dg  N.  A,  B,  Squadron^  James  River ^  Va, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Amos  P.  Foster. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Perry, 

June  23,  1864. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  your  indorsement  on  my  report  of  June  16,  I  would 
ectfully  beg  leave  to  report  that  Acting  Ensign  Arnold  H.  Harris^  in  corn- 
id  of  army  gunboat  Chamberlain,  came  onboard  this  vessel  at  6.80  a.  ni. 
16th  instant,  and  said  that  Greneral  Butler  requested  me  to  open  fire  as 
oon  as  possible  on  Fort  Clifton. 

At  7  o'clock  a.  m.  I  moored  the  steamer  across  the  stream,  and  at  9  a.  m. 
»p      id  fire  upon  the  fort.     At  5  p.  m.  I  ceased  firing,  having  expended  forty- 
charges  and  forty- seven  (47)  percussion  shells,  all  of  which  did  good 
ition. 
^i7  p.  m.  Acting  Ensign  Arnold  H.  Harris  and  Lieutenant  BuUard,  of  Briga- 
'  Gkueral  Graham's  staff,  came  on  board  of  this  steamer.     Lieutenant  Bul- 
d1  had  been  ordered  by  General  Butler  to  come  on  board  and  request  me,  early 
the  morning  of  the  17th  instant,  to  open  fire  on  the  battery  to  the  rear  and 
%  of  Fort  Clifton.     This  request  I  complied  with.     I  commenced  firing  on 
oe  17th  instant,  at  6  a.  m.     The  first  shot  fired  entered  the  battery ;  at  the 
eeond  shot  the  lOO-pound  Parrott  burst,  killing  John  Wilson  (seaman)  in- 
nlly  and  wounding  Joseph  Webb,  Alfred  N.  Brown,  Salvador  Emanuel, 
klin  W.  Morgan,  (seaman,)  and  Gilbert  Young,  (ordinary  seaman.)     John 
was  buried  in  the  hospital  burying  ground  at  the  Point  of  Rocks. 
01  the  wounded  men  were  transferred  to  the  United  States  steamer  Osce- 
1  two  (2)  were  retained  on  board  this  vessel.     One  of  those  transferred 
'      eola  (Joseph  Webb)  has  since  died.     The  two  men  remaining  on 
a  tnis  vessel  are  improving  rapidly. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respecthilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  P.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com*dg  N*  A.  B.  Squadron,  James  River,  Va. 
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DESERTERS  CONFIRM  INFORMATION  ABOUT  REBEL  IRON-CLADS. 

[Telegram.] 

Flaq-Ship  Agawam, 
Farrar^s  Island,  10^.  m.,  June  13,  1864. 

Deserters  from  rebel  iron-clads  confirm  previous  information.     Rebel  tug, 
from  bend  above,  fired  a  shot  or  two  in  this  direction  this  afternoon. 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-AdmirdL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


THREE  REBEL  IRON-CLADS  OFF  CHAPDTS  BLUFF. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Flag-Ship  Malvern, 
Farrar's  Island,  June  19,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

General  Grant  was  here  to-day.  Three  (3)  rebel  iron-clads  and  tbree  (3) 
gunboats  appeared  abreast  of  Ohapiu's  farm  to-daj ;  returned,  came  down 
again,  and  were  off  Chapin's,  as  reported  from  army  signal  station,  at  sundowiL 

S.  F.  LJcjE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


REBEL  IRON-CLADS  TAKING  ON  BOARD  SAND  BAGS. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Flag-Ship  Malvern,  Farrar's  Island, 

June  20,  1864 — 10.30  p.  m. 

No  change  in  the  naval  situation.    Report  from  the  armj  look-out  t 
rebel  iron-clads  are  taking  on  board  sand  in  bags. 

S.P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadr^B* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


DEMONSTRATION  OF  REBEL  IRON  CLADS  AND  GUNBOATS. 

[Telegram.  J 

Flag-Ship  Malvbrn, 
Farrar'i  Island,  June  21,  1864 — 11  p. 

About  noon  enemy  opened  fire  from  Howlett's  battery,  and  fro      his  i 
clads  and  gunboats,  which' wore  concealed  from  ^new  above  Dutch  Gap. 
deck,  before  turret,  was   injured  by  one  ten-inch   shot.    The  <  »■ 

determined  to  control  this  i)art  of  the  river.      Instead  of  w     anw 
Tecumseh,  it  is  necessary  to  largely  increase  the  iron-dad  force  nere. 

S.  P.  XiEE, 
Acting  Rear*. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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ENGAGEMENTS  WITH  HOWLETT^S  BATTERY  AND  REBEL  RAMS. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S*  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

James  River,  Va.t  June  24,  1864. 

8iB  :  I  enclose  reports  of  onr  engagement,  on  the  2l8t  instant,  with  the  battery 
which  the  enemj  that  day  monnted  at  Howlett*8.  Their  iron-clads  and  gun- 
boats, lying  concealed  in  the  reaches  above  the  bar,  participated  in  the  action. 
The  firing  from  the  monitors  was  good.  One  of  the  enemy's  guns  was  dis- 
mounted.   We  met  with  no  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N»  A.  B,  Squadron. 
HoiL  Gideon  Wellrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wasliington,  D.  C 

[Enclosures.  ] 

1.  Report  of  Commander  Craven,  Tecumseh,  June  23. 

2.  Report  of  Commander  Colhoun,  June  23. 

3.  Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Cushman,  Onondaga. 

4.  Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  Canonicus,  June  23. 

5.  Report  of  Commander  Rhind,  Agawam,  June  23. 


Report  of  Commander  T.  A.  Craven, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Tecumseh, 

James  River,  June  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  have  to  report  the  part  this  vessel  took 
in  the  engagement  of  the  21st  instant. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  21st  we  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  during 
the  night  felled  some  trees  to  the  northward  of  Hewlett's  bam,  and  exposed  a 
new  line  of  works  there.  These  works  were  covered  with  brush.  At  10.30 
a.  !■.«  observing  a  gang  briskly  occupied  on  the  right  of  this  new  battery,  I 
threw  into  it  five  ten-inch  shells,  two  of  which  exploded  in  the  right  place, 
destroying  a  platform,  throwing  the  plank  and  timber  in  every  direction.  At 
11.30  the  enemy  commenced  removing  the  brush  and  unmasked  a  battery  of 
six  embrasures,  in  four  of  which  guns  were  mounted.  I  immediately  renewed 
my  fire  on  the  battery,  and  ordered  the  Canonicus  and  Saugus  also  to  open,  ou 
your  previous  instructions.  The  enemy  opened  his  fire  upon  us  at  meridiau 
with  four  guns,  two  of  them  of  heavy  calibre,  and  at  12.30  some  iron-clads  near 
I>nteh  Oap  commenced  a  wild  cross-fire,  which  we  could  not  reply  to,  as  they 

•re  concealed  by  the  trees. 

Oar  fire  was  delivered  slowly  and  with  great  precision,  most  of  our  shells 

ploding  within  the  works  of  the  enemy.  At  1.30  p.  m.  I  ceased  firing,  and 
gave  my  crew  a  half  hour  to  rest  and  eat  their  dinner.  At  two  recommenced, 
mnd  continQed  firing  slowly  until  4  p.  m.,  our  last  shell  silencing  one  gun,  the 
•hell  having  traversed  through  the  embrasure  and  disabled  it. 

The  entimated  distance  was  two  thousand  yards.  This  ship  expended  forty- 
siz  fifteen-inch  shells,  and  was  not  hit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*    T.  AUGUSTUS  CRAVEN, 

Commander, 

Aeting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

ComimaMding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun, 

XJnitkd  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Sauous, 

Trent*i  Reach,  James  Rivert  Jume  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  the  engagement  with  the  enemy's  battery,  near  Hewlett's  honse,  on 
the  21st  instant,  the  Saugus  was  struck  only  once  by  a  ronnd  shot  near  the 
centre  of  the  deck,  a  few  feet  from  the  turret ;  thence  glancing*,  it  8 track  the 
turret,  breaking  six  (6)  bolts,  and  fell  into  the  water.  I  think  it  was  a  ten-indr 
shot.  In  obedience  to  yonr  order  I  have  directed  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Jdm 
L.  Peake  to  make  a  report  of  the  injury  to  the  deck  and  turret.         *         * 

We  were  engaged  for  three  (3)  hours.     The  rebel  iron-clads  gave  us  a  cnMB- 

iire,  their  shot  sometimes  coming  quite  near.     I  paid  no  attention  to  them,  as 

they  were  out  of  sight.     We  fired  thirty-six  shell  with  thirty-five-pound  chaxm 

of  powder  and  ten-second  fuses.    Estimated  distance  of  the  battery,  2,100  yam. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  R.  COLHOUN, 

Comtnander, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadroju 


(C 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  C.  H,  Cushman, 

United  States  Steamer  Onondaga, 

James  River,  Va.,  June  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  ptrt 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  exchange  of  fire  between  the  rebel  battecy  mmc 
Howlett's  house  and  the  iron-clads  of  this  squadron. 

At  12.45  p.  m.,  June  21st,  went  to  quarters  in  obedience  to  signal  and  opend 
fire  on  the  battery  with  both  rifle  guns  and  forward  15-inch.  At  1.30  ceased 
firing  with  after  rifle  and  forward  15-inch.  At  3.30  ceased  firing  with  fanmi 
rifle  and  opened  fire  with  after  rifle.     At  5  p.  m.  ceased  firing  altogether. 

Expended —  2  15-inch  charges,  45  pounds. 
"  2  15-inch  shell,  10-sccoud. 

39  16-pound  charges,  8-inch  rifles. 
39  percussion  shell,  8-inch  rifles. 

The  forty-five-pound  charge  in  15-inch  was  just  able  to  reach  over  the 
battery,  distance  say  2,300  yards.  Elevation  of  the  battery,  saj  ninety  feet 
The  rifl(;s  reached  with  about  seven  degrees  elevation,  and  all  the  projectiles 
foil  near  or  at  their  mark,  many  with  excellent  effect.  The  battery  appealed 
much  cut  up  by  the  fire  of  the  iron-clads. 

The  rct\im  tire  from  the  battery,  and  also  that  from  the  direction  of  Cox's 
landing,  supposed  to  be  from  the  rebel  iron-clads,  came  near,  but  was  not  of  im- 
portance.   Neither  their  vessel  nor  any  of  those  on  board  were  injured. 

Some  projectiles  struck  quite  near,  and  one  exploded  near  enough  to  thiow 
pieces  on  deck,  but  beyond  this  the  vessel  was  not  struck.  EveiytliiDg 
worked  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  the  vessel  was  comfortable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully^  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  CUSHMAN, 

Lieutenant  Commamder. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com'dg  N.  A.  B,  bquadron,  James  River, 
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Report  of  Commander  E,  G,  Parrott, 

TJ.  S.  Stbambr  Canonicus, 

James  River ,  Va,,  June  24,  1864. 

Bit :  On  the  2l0t  instaat,  near  noon,  the  rebels  nnmasked,  near  Hewlett's,  a 
battery  of  four  guns,  whose  completion  we  had  been  for  some  time  endeavoring 
to  prevent  or  retard  by  occasional  shots,  and  opened  a  fire  npon  us  and  the 
TBMek  in  oar  vicinity,  which  was  kept  up  until  dark.  They  had  a  large 
smooth  bore,  a  large  rifle,  and  two  smaller  guns.  As  soon  as  they  commenced 
munaaking  we  opened  on  them  with  our  two  15-inch  guns,  firing  rapidly  at  first, 
bat  afterwards  only  occasionally,  to  economize  ammunition.  One  of  their  guns 
tCRTerse  an  embrasure,  but  the  distance,  2,200  yards,  was  large  for  firing  at 
ain^e  guns.  We  were  struck  twice.  The  injury  was  slight.  We  fired  forty 
•bula  with  thirty-five-pound  charges.  Everything  stood  well  about  the  guns 
and  gun-carriages. 

The  rebel  iron-clads  came  down  the  river,  but  not  in  sight,  and  opened  upon 
OS  a  random  fire  over  the  trees,  which  hit  nothing,  and  which,  I  believe,  was 
not  noticed.  The  batteries  have  since  continued  silent,  and  their  guns  are 
again  masked. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  PARROTT,  Commander, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Lee, 

Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron. 


Report  of  Coyimander  A,  C,  Rhind, 

United  States  Steamer  Agawam, 

James  River,  June  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  present  the  following  report  of  the  participation  by  this 
vessel  in  the  firing  on  the  2l8t  instant,  with  the  rebel  battery  at  Howlett's  Bluff 
and  vessels  statioued,  as  near  as  we  could  judge,  in  the  reach  at  Cox's  place. 
At  11.50  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  Hewlett's,  and  about  the  same  time 
firom  their  vessels.  Signal  oeing  made  from  the  flag- vessel  to  prepare  for  action, 
we  went  to  quarters  at  12.30  and  commenced  firing  deliberately,  using  the 
forward  guns  on  the  battery  at  Howlett's,  and  the  after  towards  the  enemy's 
vessels,  as  the  firing  had  to  be  directed  from  aloft,  the  object  aimed  at  not  being 
in  sight  from  the  deck.  We  discontinued  it  at  2.30  p.  m.  The  fire  of  the 
enemy  was  kept  up  till  near  sunset.    This  vessel  was  not  hit. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  RHIND,  Commander. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbk, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 


ENGAGEMENT  WITH  HOWLETT'S  BATTERY. 

[Telegram.] 

Flag-Ship  Malvern, 
James  River ^  June  28,  1864 — 11  p,  m. 

How1ett*6  battery  fired  twice  at  a  tug  which  went  to  the  obstructions  this 
afternoon.    Monitors  replied.    No  casualties.  •  •  •  • 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  6IDB02V  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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EVACUATION  OF  WHITE  HOUSE,  PAMUNKEY  RIVER. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S,  P.  Lee. 

Flao-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  SuuADRorf, 

Jamet  River,  June  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  tlie  29th  May,  Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock,  U.  S.  steamer 
Morse,  by  General  Smith's  request,  proceeded  to  White  House  with  the  Morse, 
Shokokon,  and  Coh asset,  to  cover  the  landing  of  supplies  and  protect  the  army 
communications.  I  subsequently  sent  the  Cactus  and  Henry  Brincker  to  m 
support.  These  vessels  remained  at  the  White  House  until  its  evacuatiovi  on 
the  23d  instant,  rendering  most  efficient  service,  and  then  returned  to  Yorktoviu 
convoying  the  transports. 

I  enclose  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock,  of  25th  instant,  of  an 
engagement  on  the  20th  instant  with  three  (3)  rebel  batteries  near  White  House, 
which  had  been  posted  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  during  a  thick  fog,  and  on  its 
lifting  opened  fire  on  the  wagon  trains.  The  fire  from  the  Morse  and  Cactus 
dislodged  them  in  about  three  hours.  Deserters  afterwards  reported  that  a  fbree, 
estimated  at  10,000,  of  Wade  Hampton's  and  Fitzhugh  Lee's  cavalry,  intended 
attacking  our  trains,  but  were  deterred  from  the  attempt  by  the  fire  of  the  grai- 
boats.  On  the  2l8t  instant  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry  fired  on  the  transport  £liza 
Hancock,  but  were  driven  off  by  the  Shokokon's  fire. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock  encloses  the  following  reports,  &c. : 

(A.)  June  20th,  Acting  Master  Graham,  commanding  Cactus,  reports  engage- 
ment of  20  th. 

(B.)  Copy  of  General  Abercrombie's  general  order  No.  10,  of  20th  instant, 
tendering  his  thanks  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock  and  the  officers  of  the 
navy  for  the  efficient  aid  and  support  rendered  in  the  engagement  of  the  SOth 
instant. 

(C.)  June  21flt,  Acting  Master  Sheldon,  commanding  Shokokon,  reportfaig 
engagement  of  2l8t. 

(D.)  June  24th,  Acting  blaster  Sheldon's  general  report  of  his  movements 
since  arriving  at  White  Housie. 

1  should  not  fail  to  call  attention  to  the  hearty,  efficient,  and  successfbl  ser- 
vice which  Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock  has  rendered  to  the  army  in  open- 
ing and  protecting  its  communications  and  in  repelling  the  assaults  of  the  enemy. 
He  is  a  modest  and  meritorious  officer,  and  deserves  the  especial  notice  of  the 
department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDRON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Chas,  A.  Babcock, 

United  States  Steamer  Morse» 

OJ'  Yorktotcn,  Va„  June  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant, 
while  lying  off  White  House,  Pamunkey  river,  during  a  thick  fog  at  6.30  a.  bl» 
some  firing  was  occasionally  heard  on  shore  at  some  distance  off  from  his  ves- 
sel ;  but  after  a  short  time,  ceased.  At  9  a.  m.  the  fog  cleared  up ;  three  xebel 
batteries  intrenched  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  opened  a  brisk  artillery  fire  o> 
our  wagon  trains  on  shore,  also  on  this  vesBcl  and  Cactus.    At  once  took  pofli- 
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tion  with  tbi8  vessol  and  Cactus,  opening  fire  on  them,  and  by  noon  sncoeoded 
in  driving  them  entirely  from  their  position  out  of  range  of  our  guns.  The  wa- 
gon trains  retreated  slowly  across  the  river.  Made  excellent  shots,  both  from 
this  vessel  and  Cactus,  and  was  informed  afterwards,  from  accounts  of  prisoners 
who  were  taken,  that  Fitz  Hugh  Lee  and  Wade  Hampton's  legions,  consisting 
of  10,000  rebel  cavalry,  were  intending  to  make  an  attack  on  our  wagon  trains, 
and  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  gunboats,  they  would  have  certainly  accom- 
pliahed  their  purpose.  At  5  p.  m.  General  Sheridan's  command  arrived,  and 
at  once  followed  up  the  rebel  cavalry.  Expended  from  this  vci^sel  the  follow- 
ing ammunition : 

One  40",  one  30'' and  thirty-five  20''  shell  from  100-poundcrs;  thirty  20"  shell 
from  nine-inch  Dahlgrens ;  thirty-seven  10-pound  cartridges  for  100-pounder 
Parrotts;  thirty  10-pound  cartridges  for  nine-inch  Dalilgrens. 

On  the  morning  of  the  Slst  instant,  a  party  of  these  rebel  cavalry  fired  on 
the  transport  steamer  Eliza  Hancock,  off  Cumberland  Point,  but  the  tSliokokon 
ancceedea  in  driving  them  handsomely. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  instant,  at  10  a.  m..  White  House  being  entirely  evac- 
uated by  our  forces,  gave  orders  to  get  under  way  and  proceed  down  the  river, 
bringing  up  the  rear  with  this  vessel.  When  down  to  West  Point,  stopped 
there  a  short  time,  and  found  all  our  forces  had  left  that  place  also ;  proceeded 
to  Yorktown,  and  arrived  safely  at  1  a.  m.  yesterday  morning.  At  9  a.  m., 
despatched  the  Shokokon,  Cactus,  Henry  Brincker  and  Cohasset,  to  Hampton 
Boads,  with  orders  to  report  to   Captain  Guert  Gansevoort  for  further  orders. 

Daring  the  firing  from  this  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant,  at  the 
second  fire  of  my  after  100-pounder  Parrott,  the  socket  of  the  elevating  screw 
broke ;  afterwards  worked  the  gun  with  bed  and  quoin.  The  breeching  of  the 
100-pounder  Parrott  parted,  but  caused  no  accident  whatever. 

Too  much  praide  umnot  be  given  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Shoko- 
kon, Cactus,  llenry  lirincker  and  Cohasset,  for  the  veiy  efficient  aid  and  sup- 
port they  afibrdi'd  me  at  all  times.  Their  ofiiccrs  and  crews  behaved  well,  also 
the  officers  and  cr(;w  of  this  vessel. 

I  respectfully  forward  you  the  enclosed  reports  from  the  Shokokon  and 
Cactus ;  alno  a  cf^py  of  a  letter  received  by  me  from  General  Abercrombie,  who 
commanded  the  land  forces  at  White  House  during  the  attack  of  the  20th  in- 
etanty  before  th(;  tirrival  of  General  Sheridan. 

I  am,  sir,  very  res^xictfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant  Commatider,  and  senior  officer  present, 

Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Malvern^  James  Rirer,  Va. 


A. 
Report  of  Acting  Master  N,  Graham, 

United  States  Steamer  Cactus, 

White  House,  June  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  thf  honor  to  report  that  at  9  o'clock,  by  your  order,  I  com- 
menced firing  my  rifled  30-pounder  upon  the  rebel  batteries  that  were  attack- 
iug  our  land  forces  at  this  place.  I  expended  twenty-eight  30-ponnder  shell 
with  15"  fuzoH,  and  three  12-pouuder  percussion  shrll  at  an  elevation  of  10^. 
At  11  o'clock  I  proceeded  down  the  river  to  Cumberland  Heights,  as  di- 
rected, to  give  notice  to  the  United  States  ste^uner  Shokokon.  At  12.30 
o'clock  started  for  the  White  House  again.  On  my  way  up  1  expended  three 
30-ponnder  shell,  5'^  10",  and  15'^  fuzes,  upon  a  body  of  cavalrj.  At  3 
o'clock  came  to  anchor  at  the  White  House.    Amount  of  ammunition  expended  : 
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thirty-one  30-poiinder  shell,  thirty-one  3^poand  cartridgeB  ;  three  12-poiinder 
percussion  shell,  three  1-pound  cartridges;  twenty-nine  15,"  and  nve  6," 
and  10"  fuzes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  GRAHAM, 
Acting  MasteTt  Commanding  Cactm, 
Lieutenant  Commander  C.  H.  Babcock, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamer  Morse,  senior  officer  present. 


B. 

General  Orders  of  Brigadier  General  J.  J,  Ahercrombie* 

[General  Orders  No.  10.] 

Headuuartkrs  United  States  Forces, 

White  House,  Va.,  June  20,  1864. 

The  undersigned  hereby  relinquishes  the  command  of  the  troops  at  thia  fttft- 
tion  to  Brigadier  General  George  W.  Getty.  In  doing  so  he  avails  himself  of 
this  opportunity  of  expressing  his  high  appreciation  of  the  services  of  his  stiff 
in  their  respective  positions,  tendering  his  sincere  thanks  to  Captain  Charles  A 
Babcock  and  the  officers  of  the  navy  for  the  very  efficient  aid  and  support  to 
the  land  forces  in  the  persistent  attack  on  the  post  of  to-day  by  the  enemy. 

J.  J.  ABERCROMBIE, 
Brigadier  GemeroL 
Captain  Charles  A.  Babcock, 

United  States  Navy, 


C. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  William  B,  Slieldon, 

United  States  Steamer  Shokokon, 
Cumberland,  Va,,  June  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

This  mominp^,  8.30  a.  m.,  just  after  a  thick  fog  had  cleared  away,  the  tranfl- 
port  steamer  Eliza  Hancox  passed  up.  When  abreast  of  Cumberland  Point, 
one  mile  above  where  this  vessel  was  lying,  she  was  fired  on  by  a  party  of 
rebels,  who  were  concealed  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  I  immediately  opened  five 
with  our  forward  battery,  and  slipped  the  chain,  steamed  up  to  the  point  wheie 
the  firing  proce<jded  from,  the  most  of  our  shell  exploding  near  and  among  them. 
They  soon  fell  back,  under  cover  of  the  woods,  out  of  sight ;  shelled  the  woodfli 
but  could  not  get  any  reply.  Kept  in  the  position  near  the  point  nntil  12 
o'clock  m.  I  learned  from  a  man  whom  I  called  down  to  the  beach  that  the 
enemy  were  a  party  of  dismounted  cavalry,  numbering  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  (loO  ;)  that  they  had  fallen  back  towards  New  Kent  Court  House  ;  he  re- 
ported that  they  had  some  wounded,  but  could  not  tell  whether  there  were  any 
killed.  I  also  learned  from  him  that  they  had  dismounted  about  a  mile  back 
and  came  down  to  the  river  during  the  fog.  Nothing  more  has  been  seen  or 
heard  from  them  up  to  this,  6  p.  m.  Enclosed  I  will  send  report  of  ammnni* 
tion  expended. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  SHELDON, 
Acting  Master,  Comnumdimg, 

Lieutenant  Commander  Charles  A.  Babcock, 

Senior  Officer  Com*dg  U.  S,  Steamer  Morse,  White  House,  FSst 
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Additional  report  of  Acting  Master  Win.  B,  Sheldon, 

United  States  Steamer  Shokokon, 

Of  Yorktavm,  June  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Acting  Rear-Admird  S.  P.  Lee,  May  28, 
1864,  to  report  to  you  at  Yorktown,  or  wherever  you  might  be,  I  reported  to 
you  at  White  House,  May  31,  5  o'clock  a.  m. ;  was  ordered  by  you  to  proceed 
down  the  Famunkey  and  take  position  off  Cumberland  to  protect  the  transports 
passing  up  and  down.  In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  took  position  where  I 
could  command  Cumberland  Point  and  an  old  earthwork  formerly  held  by  the  ene- 
my on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Nothing  occurred  of  note  until  the  6th  of  June, 
▼hen  a  small  force  of  the  179th  New  York  volunteers  came  down  to  occupy  the 
heights.  I  gave  all  assistance  they  required  in  landing  and  getting  their  stores 
asbove.  Everything  remained  quiet  until  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant,  when  a 
party  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  rebel  cavalry,  dismounted,  came  down 
to  Cumberland  Point,  during  a  thick  fog,  and  fired  from  the  bank  of  the  river  at 
one  of  the  transports  passing  that  point — details  as  per  report  of  that  day.  On 
the  evening  of  the  22d  the  force  occupying  the  heights  evacuated  and  passed 
down  the  river ;  I  rendered  them  all  assistance  possible  in  getting  on  board  the 
transport. 

On  the  23d  instant,  2.45  p.  m.,  was  ordered  by  you  to  proceed  down  the  river, 
in  company  with  the  other  gunboats,  arriving  off  Yorktown  at  11.15  p.  m.,  25th 
June,  1864. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  SHELDON, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 

Lieutenant  Commander  Chas.  A.  Babcock, 

Senior  Officer,  Com*dg  U,  S,  Steamer  Morse,  off  Yorktown,  Va, 


ENGAGEAIENT  WITH  REBEL  BATTERY  AT  DEEP  BOTTOM. 

[Telegram  ] 

Flag-Ship  Malvern, 
Trent's  Reach,  June  29,  1864 — 11  p.  m. 

This  morning  the  rebels  opened  a  four-gun  battery,  situated  two  thousand 
jards  up  Four- Mile  creek,  at  Deep  Bottom,  and  commanding  the  river  in  open 
▼icw  between  the  army  intrencfaments  there ;  an  army  tug  was  crippled ;  Sau- 
gaa  and  Hunchback  fired  without  silencing  the  battery.  Two  double-enders 
will  attack  it  to-morrow.  A  deserter  reports  that  the  enemy  are  mounting  many 
hesvj  guns  at  Howlett's. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDRON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


ENGAGEMENT  ^^^TH  REBEL  BATTERY  NEAR  DEPP  BOTTOM. 

[Telegram.] 

Flag-Ship  Malvern, 
James  River,  June  30,  1864 — 11  p,  m. 

The  enemy  removed  his  battery  from  Deep  Bottom  last  night,  thus  avoiding 
the  heavy  gunboat  fire  which  opened  on  his  position  early  this  morning.    This 
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evening  he  opened  a  battery  lower  down,  which  the  Hunchback  drove  away. 
Am  inquiring  about  the  canal  boats.  Deserters  report  that  the  rebels  an 
Btrengtheuhig  Howlett's  battery. 

S.  R  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


CAPTURE  OF  A  REBEL  SIGNAL  STATION  NEAR  WILSON'S  WHARF. 

Rej^ort  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Simmons, 

United  States  Steamer  Dawn, 
Of  Wilson^ 9  Landing,  Virginia^  Jumc  30,  1864» 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  Jime 
27,  18G4,  ordering  me  to  send  you  a  circumstantial  report  of  the  capture  of 
the  principal  sigiiiu  station  near  Wilson's  wharf,  on  May  6,  1864. 

In  obedience  to  that  order,  I  respectfully  report  that  on  Friday,  May  6,  at 
the  request  of  Brigadier  General  Wild,  I  took  on  board  a  small  detachment  of 
soldiers,  and  proceeded  down  the  river  and  landed  the  soldiers  about  two  miles 
above  the  signal  station.  I  then  proceeded  with  this  vessel  to  Sandy  Point, 
where  the  signal  station  was  located,  and  anchored  for  the  purpose  of  covering 
the  landing  of  my  boats.  I  then  sent  the  second  cutter  with  ten  men  armed,  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  T.  Sears,  accompanied  by  Acting  Assistant  Pay- 
master K.  C.  Peirce.  Before  landing  the  enemy  was  plainly  seen  by  the  offi- 
cers in  charge  of  the  boat,  but  could  not  see  anything  of  our  soldiers  who  had 
not  yet  come  uj).  The  boat  was  pushed  rapidly  to  the  shore,  the  men  landed, 
and  at  once  started  to  capture  the  enemy  and  their  property.  The  enemy  re- 
treated to  a  small  piece  of  woods.  Acting  Ensign  Scars  left  one  of  bis  men  to 
guard  the  boat,  and  took  the  rest  and  pushed  on  towards  the  woods  where  the 
enemy  had  retreated.  As  Mr.  Sears  neared  the  woods  he  saw  a  body  of  men 
approaching ;  he  supposed  them  to  be  a  party  of  rebels,  and  wishing  to  finkh 
his  work  befoni  the  advancing  party  could  come  up  to  their  assistance,  he  made 
a  bold  ])ush,  and  was  just  about  commencing  the  attack  when  he  heard  a  YoUey 
of  musketry,  and  then  learned  that  the  advancing  party  were  our  own  meiii 
By  this  volley  three  men  were  killed  and  two  wounded  and  captured ;  the  other 
two  were  killed,  as  they  were  retreating,  by  another  party  of  our  soldiers  who 
were  advancing  from  another  direction.  Upon  the  landing  of  the  second  enttert 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Peirce,  who  knew  my  great  desire  to  capture  tho 
rebel  signal  flag  and  code,  at  once  started  for  the  house  above.  As  ho  neared 
the  house  the  rebel  officer  retreated  on  horseback.  !&Ir.  Peirce  captured  the 
signal  flag  and  code,  which  I  forwarded  to  you.  At  this  time,  leaving  the  ship 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  J.  A.  Jackaway,  who  had  been  shelling  the  woods 
in  the  rear  of  the  signal  station,  I  proceeded  on  shore  and  gave  orders  to  have 
the  dead  buried,  which  was  done  by  Mr.  Sears  and  Mr.  Peirce.  I  had  the 
wounded  and  prii^oners  brought  on  board,  and  embarked  the  troops  and  returned 
to  my  station  off  Wilson's  wharf.  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  to  yon  that 
Acting  Master  Jackaway  performed  his  duty  in  his  usual  cheerful  and  cool 
manner,  placing  him  very  high  in  my  estimation  as  an  officer  and  seaman. 

The  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  T.  Sears  was  deserving  of  great  credit, 
charging,  as  he  did,  in  the  face  of  what  he  supposed  was  a  re-enforcing  party  of 
the  enemy,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  orders  he  received  from  mt.' 
The  conduct  of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  R.  C.  Peirce  was  truly  brave  and 
gallant  in  the  extreme,  charging,  as  he  did,  alone  towards  the  house  that  lie  migh 
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ciptiure  the  signal  officer  with  tbe  flags  and  codes,  thus  accomplisliing  the  object 
of  the  expedition.  The  signal  flag  and  spyglass  captured  by  me  are  on  board 
this  vessel  at  present  in  use.  I  should  have  sent  them  to  you,  but  supposed  I 
was  to  keep  them  on  this  vessel  until  the  end  of  the  cruise,  and  deliver  them 
with  my  other  naatical  instruments.  I  cannot  close  this  report  without  making 
mention  of  S.  F.  Patten,  quartermaster,  and  Robert  Braid,  cockswain,  and  Fat- 
rick  Melby,  landsman,  attached  to  this  vessel,  for  very  good  conduct  at  the  time 
Mr.  Sears  was  about  making  the  charge ;  they  were  all  three  close  to  him,  and 
by  their  conduct  set  an  example  to  the  other  men,  which  had  a  very  good  effect. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  SIMMONS, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Corn'dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Davm. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  F.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron, 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  information  of  Navy  Department,  with  the  expres- 
lion  of  my  approbation  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  named 
herein. 

S.  F.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear'Admiraly  Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron. 


EKGAGEMEin'  WITH  REBEL  BATTERY  ON  FOUR-MILE  CREEK. 

United  States  Steamer  Mendota, 

Jamei  River,  July  3,  1864. 

AuMiRAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  report  of  the  following  proceedings  in 
and  about  Four-Mile  creek  within  the  past  few  days.  At  about  seven  o'clock 
a.  m.  on  the  3 1st  ultimo  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  United  States  steamer 
Hunchback,  Lieutenant  Fyffe  commanding,  with  a  battery  of  five  guns,  located 
on  Four-Mile  creek,  about  two  thousand  yards  from  the  river.  Lieutenant 
Fyffe  immediately  returned  the  fire  and  kept  it  up  for  some  time,  when  the  bat- 
tery was  apparently  silenced.  During  the  engagement  the  Hunchback  was 
atmck  once  in  port  wheel-house,  but  no  damage  done.  About  noon  the  monitor 
Sangos,  Commander  Colhoun,  came  down  and  took  position  and  opened  fire. 
The  battery  fired  only  two  or  three  shots  at  the  Saugus,  but  opened  rapidly 
and  spitefully  whenever  any  wooden  vessels  showed  in  front.  A  number  of 
Teeseb  were  fired  on  in  this  manner  in  the  course  of  the  day,  notwithstanding 
the  presence  of  the  Saugus,  but  only  one  was  struck — an  army  tug,  of  which 
die  chief  engineer  was  severely  wounded.  On  the  morning  of  me  1st  instant,  in 
eompany  with  the  Agawam,  this  vessel  took  position  to  bring  a  cross-fire  on  the 
position  of  the  battery,  and  both  vessels  opened  without  eliciting  any  n^ply, 
neither  could  any  one  be  seen  in  the  neighborhood.  After  firing  about  twenty 
shell  I  ceased,  and  there  has  been  no  demonstration  in  this  vicinity  since.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  1st  information  was  received  from  a  French  resident  that 
the  enemy  had  moved  some  of  their  guns  ^rther  down  the  river,  witli  a  view 
to  annoying  passing  vessels  and  to  shell  the  camp  of  Oeneral  Foitter,  below 
Four-^Iilf*  creek.  1  therefore  directed  Lieutenant  Fyffe  to  proceed  down  the 
river,  below  Tilghman's  wharf,  and  if  the  enemy  were  about,  to  remain  there. 
About  seven  o'clock  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Fyfie  fired  again,  which  was  iinmr'<liately 
responded  to  by  the  rebels,  their  shell  bursting  in  the  neighborhood  of  General 
Foster's  camp.    Their  fire  soon  ceased,  and  it  was  ascertained  by  Lieutenant 
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Fyffe  the  next  morning  that  one  of  his  shells  fell  among  the  rebels,  whereupon 
they  abandoned  one  of  their  guns,  and  did  not  retom  for  it  until  after  ten  p.  m. 
Since  then  everything  has  been  quiet  about  here. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com*dg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  James  River. 

July  9,  3864. 
The  engagement  and  movements  referred  to  in  this  report  of  Conmumder 
Nichols  were  in  pursuance  of  inmiediate  instructionB  fix>m  me. 

8.  R  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron. 


VARIOUS  NAVAL  OPERATIONS  ON  JAMES  RIVER,  VIRGINIA,  Ac 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  N.  A.  B.  Sqoadron^ 

Hampton  Roads,  July  9,  1864. 

Sir:  I  transmit,  enclosed,  three  (3)  reports  from  Captain  Smith,  of  4tb,  5th, 
and  6th  instant,  as  follows:  (I)  enclosing  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander 
Quackenbush  of  the  capture  by  a  boat's  crew  from  the  Pequot  of  three  confed- 
erate prisoners.  A  large  body  of  cavalry  approaching  after  the  capture,  the  Pe- 
quot and  Commodore  Morris  opened  fire  ana  drove  them  off.  The  prisoners  h«d 
little  information.  (2)  5th  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  two  telegrams,  (A  and  B,) 
dated  4th  and  5th  instant  from  General  Weitzel  to  General  Foster,  warning  him 
of  a  probable  attack  by  a  rebel  force  of  about  five  thousand,  which  the  leeand 
despatch  states  is  probably  meant  as  a  feint  to  cover  a  heavy  attack  on  Metd^i 
left;  also  a  despatch  (C)  from  General  Butler,  of  5th  instant,  requesting  the'tt- 
sistance  of  the  naval  vessels  in  destroying  the  enemy's  forage  and  grain  in  thflir 
vicinity;  (3)  of  6th  instant,  reports  the  destruction  of  a  considerable  amonniQf 
hay  and  grain  on  Aiken's  farm,  and  an  attempt  to  capture  the  rebel  guard  Bt^ 
tioned  to  protect  the  reapers ;  they  escaped,  however,  their  arms,  amnranitioa 
and  clothing  only  being  taken. 

Actinff  Master  Lee,  commanding  the  Commodore  Morris,  reports  to  Captein 
Smith  that  while  destroying  a  field  of  wheat  near  Turkey  Bend,  an  escaped 
Union  prisoner,  John  H.  Bond,  who  had  been  sent  from  Richmond  to  aia  in 
cutting  the  grain,  claimed  his  protection,  and  stated  that  there  were  seven  (7) 
other  prisoners  sent  with  him  for  the  same  purpose.  Bichard  D.  Lee,  justice  of 
the  peace  for  Warwick  county,  Virginia,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  same  time, 
and  turned  over  to  General  Butler.  Captain  Smith  also  reports  that  he  is  in- 
formed that  the  man  Aiken,  upon  whose  premises  the  grain  was  destroyed,  had 
assisted  a  party  of  five  (5)  to  escape  to  the  rebel  lines.  This  man  gave  a  strict 
pledge  of  neutrality  when  our  forces  first  went  up  the  river.  This  report  also 
encloses  the  statement  of  three  (3)  deserters  from  the  rebel  iron-clad  Yiiginia, 
who  came  off  on  the  5th ;  they  furnish  no  new  information. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  naval  situation,  and  all  was  quiet  at  the  last 
date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commandite  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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CAPTURE  OF  THREE  REBEL  PRISONERS  BY  THE  PEQUOT. 

Report  of  Captain  M.  Smith, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Onondaga, 

James  Rivera  July  4,  1864. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  just  received  from  Lientenant  Commander 
S.  P.  Qoackcnbush,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Pequot,  of  the  capture  of  three 
of  the  enemy. 

The  following  is  all  the  information  obtained  from  the  prisoners : 
They  state  that  they  belong  to  Ewell's  corps,  and  were  cutting  forage  on  the 
bank  when  they  were  captured  by  the  Peqnot's  men,  and  that  they  had  been 
catting  forage  for  the  last  fortnight.  They  say  they  do  not  know  the  number 
of  troope  with  Ewell,  but  that  there  are  two  battalions  of  artillery,  one  with 
nineteen  guns  and  the  other  with  eight,  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry.  They  are  sta- 
tioned near  Malvern  Hill,  about  two  miles  from  the  river.  I  have  directed  Lien- 
tenant  Commander  Quackenbush  to  destroy  the  quantity  cut,  and  bum  the  field 
if  he  can  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  present. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush. 

United  States  Steamer  Peuuot, 

James  River,  Va.,  July  4,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  three  confederate  prisoners 
taken  by  a  boat's  crew  from  this  vessel^  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  A. 
SoMlley. 

From  the  statement  made  by  the  prisoners,  they  belong  to  General  Ewell's 
eorpSt  and  had  been  sent  to  obtain  provender  for  their  horses.  After  their  cap- 
ture had  been  effected,  a  large  body  of  cavalry  approached  within  range  of  our 
guns,  which  we  drove  off  with  some  loss  on  their  part,  I  think,  as  the  shells  of 
the  Commodore  ^ilorris  and  this  vessel  fell  directly  in  their  midst. 

I  send  you  the  prisoners,  who  give  their  names  as  Samuel  B.  Farmer,  John 
R.  Wood,  and  ]&Iartiu  V.  Warburton,  all  privates  belonging  to  the  1st  Virginia 
artillery. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Acting  Eear-Admiral  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIBS  IN  JAMES  RIVER,  VIRGINIA,  &c. 

Report  of  Captain  M.  Smith. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Onondaga, 

On  Picket,  belofo  Barricade,  July  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  Just  received  a  communication  from  Commander  Nichols,  inform- 
ing me  that  everything  is  quiet  at  Deep  Bottom,  and  no  unusual  movements  of 
the  enemy  has  been  discovered. 
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The  Mackina\y  has  been  sent  to  Commander  NicliolB,  and  the  Agawam  will 
take  her  6tAtion  off  Aiken's  Landing.  Nothing  has  occurred  in  this  vicinity 
worthy  of  mention. 

I  send  a  copy  of  a  telegraphic  despatch,  the  substance  of  which  was  commn- 
nicated  to  me  last  night  about  three  o'clock,  at  which  time  the  Mackinaw  and 
Agawam  wore  despatched.  I  send  you  a  copy  of  two  others,  this  moment  re- 
ceived, and  shall  carry  out  the  suggestions  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  for« 
age  and  grain  in  the  vicinity  of  our  boats. 

Wry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANOTON  SMITH, 
Captain  f  and  Senior  Officer  present. 
Acting  Roar-Admiral  S.  P.  Leb, 

Commanding  N,  A,  B,  Squadron, 


Telegram  from  General  Weitzel  to  General  Foster. 

A. 

[By  Telegraph.] 

General  Butler's  HEADUUARTERSt 

July  4,  1864. 

To  Brigadicii*  General  Foster: 

I  think  it  beyond  a  doubt,  from  information  received,  that  you  will  beatti 
in  the  morning  by  about  five  thousand  rebels.     General  Butler  thinks  bo  too ; 
prepared. 

G.  WEITZEL, 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  qfSit^' 


Tdegram  from  General  Weitzel  to  General  Foster, 

B. 

[By'Telegraph.] 

General  Butler's  HsADauABTSBS. 

J^y  6, 1864 

To  General  R.  S.  Foster  : 

Despatch  received.     The  general  thinks  that  an  attack  is  coming ;  he 
poses  they  did  not  get  ready  by  this  morning.     He  believes  that  the  atti 
you  will  be  a  feint  to  cover  a  heavy  attack  on  Meade's  left. 

G.  WEITZEL. 
Brigadier  General  and  Chief  of  Staff, 

Received  at  9.4o  a.  m.,  and  forwarded,  by  request,  to  General  Foster. 
llespectfuUy, 

£D.  T.  NICHOLS.  Cammmier. 
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Wekgram/rQM  General  Butler  to  Aeiing  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

a 

[Telegram.] 

Genbral  Butler's  Hbadquartbrs, 

July  6,  1864. 

forwarded  to  Admiral  LbB: 

l>e  commanding  general  requests  that  you  assist  General  Foster  to  destroy 
and  grain  in  the  vicinity  of  your  boats. 

LUDLOW, 
Major  and  A*  D.  C. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  GRAIN,  &c.,  ON  AIKEN'S  FARM. 
Repot  t  of  Captain  M.  Smith, 

United  States  Steamer  Onondaga, 

On  Picket,  bdow  Barricade,  July  6,  1864. 

II :  The  man  Aiken,  upon  whose  premises  the  gi-ain  was  burned  yesterday, 
^       information  receiv^  this  morniog,  a  great  rascal.     In  a  communication 
aohn  Williams,  ordinary  seaman,  oelongiug  to  the  Minnesota's  launch, 
inforroedhim  that  he  hsid  assisted  a  party  of  five  in  making  their  escape, 
.ed  out  the  road  to  the  rebel  lines  and  the  situation  of  the  pickets. 
nant  Chambers  was  sent  last  night  to  Aiken's  premises  with  thirty-five 
pied  to  the  navy,  by  General  Graham,  to  capture  a  guard  of  rebels 
mere  to  protect  the  reapers.    The  laborers  and  soldiers  escaped,  bat  their 
an       nition  and  clothing  were  secured,  all  the  forage  destroyed,  and  about 
ot  grain  burned. 
Roant  Commander  Quackcnbush  reports  that  he  landed  thirty  menyester- 
destroyed  ten  stacks  of  hay  and  a  quantity  of  wheat  in  the  field.    Wal- 
rv.  ingalls,  landsman,  one  of  the  party,  accidentally  shot  himself  with  his 
a    .  the  wound  is  considered  fatal. 

informed  by  Acting  Master  Lee  that,  in  destroying  a  field  of  wheat  at 
ixfj  Bend,  John  U.  Bond,  an  escaped  Union  prisoner,  who  was  sent  down 
:hmond  by  the  authorities  of  that  place  to  cut  grass  for  the  rebel  gov- 
D^  claimed  protection  of  his  men,  and  stated  that  there  were  seven  other 
B  sent  with  him  for  the  same  purpose. 
H        d  D.  Lee,  justice  of  the  peace  for  Warwick  county,  Virginia,  was  taken 
\i  that  time,  and  has  been  sent  to  General  Butler.     Three  deserters 
I        fresterday,  two  from  the  rebel  ram  Virginia,  and  one  from  Howlett's 
\    The  two  first  made  the  statement  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  the 
was  sent  to  General  Butler  for  examination,  his  information  being  all  of  a 
f  character.     Everything  is  quiet  here,  and  no  despatches  have  been  re- 
you  from  Washington,  except  those  marked  "  private,"  which  have 
J  oeen  forwarded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  pretenf. 
Bear-Admind  8.  P.  Lee, 
yjvmmanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
6n 
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Statement  of  a  deserter  Jrom  the  rebel  iron-dad  Virginia, 

July  5,  1861. 

Game  on  board  at  1  p.  m. ;  name,  George  Laytoo ;  Englishman ;  came  io 
blockade-nmuer  to  Charleston ;  joined  the  confederate  service,  Januarr*  1863, 
to  get  released  from  imprisonment ;  has  been  on  the  Virginia  two  montns ;  she 
is  three  feet  from  the  water  to  the  main  deck,  draws  thirteen  to  fourteen  fSeet, 
carries  one  10-inch  smooth-bore  and  three  7-inch  Brooks  rifles;  has  ten  inclieA 
of  armor  on  forward  face  of  shield,  six  inches  on  sides,  and  eight  on  stem  face; 
manned  by  conscripts  from  the  army ;  has  180  officers  and  men.  Commodore 
l^Iitchell,  Captain  IVgram,  1st  Lieutenant  Johnson.  Obstruction  at  Fort  Dar- 
ling— sunken  vessels  with  piles  between;  opening  for  rebel  iron-clads  to  come 
through,  next  to  north  l)nnk,  with  fourteen  feet  of  water  in  it.  There  are  aim 
the  iron-clads  Richmond,  four  guns,  and  Fredericksburg,  four  guns.  Other  yes- 
sels — Hampton,  Nanscmond,  Koanoke,  and  Beaufort.  Loaders  hare  to  stand 
on  port  recess  to  load  the  guns,  they  come  in  such  a  short  distance,  and  cannot 
fight  both  broadsides  at  once. 

The  statement  of  another  deserter  from  same  vessel  is  substantially  the 


THE  OBSTRUCTION  OF  TUBKEY  CBEEK. 
Report  of  Captain  Melancton  Smith. 

UiNITED  StATRS  StBAMRR  OiXONDAOA, 

James  River,  below  Barricade^  J*tfy  13»  1864. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commander  Quackenbush  reports  that  be  baa  partiallT  ok 
structed  Turkey  creek,  and  will  make  it  more  secui*e  to-day  by  sinKing  at     s 
scow  in  the  channel,  and  putting  up  another  line  of  obstructions.     He 
states  that  his  pickets  were  attacked  on  the  12th  instant,  but  sustained  no  i 
His  shells  did  fearful  execution,  falling,  as  he  says,  in  the  midst  of  a  £        ■ 
about  one  hundred  men,  and  saw  from  alofl;  seven,  either  killed  or  wow 
borne  off  the  field ;  one  with  his  foot  blown  off  was  captured,  and  one  oi 
killed  near  him. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain^  and  Senior  Officer  in  James  jRimt. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbr, 

Commanding  N,  A,  B,  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S,  P.  Quaehenhuk* 

Umtrd  Statrs  Stramrr  Psqvot. 
Of  Turhey  Creek,  James  Uiter,  Virginia^  Jnly  12,  1 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  yonr  orders*  I  1      ' 
placec  the  first,  line  of  obstructions  across  the  middle  of  Turkey  crei 
line  formed  consists  of  two  lines  of  stakes,  with  logs  laid  between  ti 
the  bottom  to  the  surface.     To-morrow  moming  1  intend  Binkiog  a  1     ee .     w 
and  putting  up  another  line  of  obstructions  similar  to  the  one  mentionea,  mvA 
I  think  will  effectually  block  up  the  cre<^k.     A  detachment  of  men  fii 
Morris,  in  charge  of  two  officers,  assisted  in  the  work.    Our  picketo  wm  ai* 
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1 ;  no  loss  was  Bostained  on  onr  side,  and  one  man  killed  on  theirs.     One 
officers  of  the  Morris  in  the  affair  had  his  coat  cnt  hy  one  of  the  eneniy's 
bat  the  rent  can  be  covered  hy  a  should-  r  strap, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 

Lieutefiant,  Commanding, 
>tain  Mblancton  Smith, 
Senior  Officer  Commanding  in  James  River,  Virginia. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackeninuh, 

United  States  Steamer  Pequot, 

July  12,  1864. 

i:  Since  sending  my  note  this  p.  m.  I  sent  on  shore  and  brought  off  a 

led  man,  whose  foot  had  been  nearly  blown  off  by  one  of  onr  shells.     His 

AS  since  been  amputated.     Will  you  please  give  directions  to  have  him 

red  to  some  hospital  as  eoon  as  possible,  both  for  his  sake  as  well  as  mine. 

ve  observed  from  aloft  seven  additional  men,  either  wounded  or  killed, 

off  by  their  commander.     Our  shells  must  have  done  fearful  execution, 

"ery  one  of  them,  as  also  a  shrapnell  from  the  150-pounder,  fell  directly 

}  midst  of  a  party  reported  to  be  at  least  one  hundred.    I  am  of  the  opinion 

a  future  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  gather  grain  within  range  of  our  guns. 

young  man,  or  rather  boy,  that  was  wounded  in  the  foot,  informed  the 

on  that  Ewell's  corps  were  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  in  this  vicinity. 

.  not  give  anything  like  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  men  under  his 

«  bat  represented  the  force  to  be  a  large  one.    I  think  his  statement 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  SIONAL  STATION  AT  COX'S  FARM. 

Flag-Ship  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads,  July  16,  1864. 

I:  Captain  M.  Smith  reports,  under  date  of  12th  instant,  that  he  sent  in 

Itepping  Stones,  on  the  11th  instant,  a  detachment  of  seventy  men  from 

d  Pennsylvania  artillery,  and  fifty  from  the  10th  Connecticut  volunteers, 

arge  of  1st  Lieutenant  D.  W.  Chambers,  3d  Pennsylvania  artillery,  to  a 

on  James  river,  below  Dutch  Gap,  and  thence  to  Cox's  farm,  and  that 

there  burnt  the  signal  station,  two  mills,  two  barns,  a  blacksmith's  shop, 

Mit-baildiDgSi  and  a  large  quantity  of  grain  and  agricultural  implements, 

one  lieutenant,  one  sergeant  (wounded)  and  twelve  men,  with  arms 

utements  complete;  also  a  large  torpedo  with  clock-work  attachment, 

■ivai      battery  to  which  it  was  attached,  and  two  hundred  pounds  of  pow- 

T      whole  was  accomplished  without  loss  on  our  side. 

B  directed  Captain  Smith  to  send  me  the  torpedo,  which,  when  received, 
M  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  with  an  explanatory  drawing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Anting  Rear-Admiral  Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron. 
GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
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ATTACK  ON  PEQUOT  AND  COMMODORE  MORRIS  BY  BATTERY  AT  MALYEB5 

HILL. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,   Va.,  July  17,  1864. 

Sir:  I  enclose  the  report  of  Captain  Smith,  dated  15th  instant:  (1)  of  the  attack 
on  the  Fequot  and  Commodore  Morris  by  a  rebel  battery  near  Malvern  Hill 
with  its  endosures;  (2)  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Quackenboah,  Peqaot; 
(3)  of  Acting  Master  Lee,  Commodore  Morris,  both  dated  15th  instant,  xiom 
the  former  it  appears  that  at  J.  10  p.  m.  on  the  14th  a  battery  of  one  gan  opened 
on  the  Pequot  from  Malyem  Hill,  the  first  shot  taking  off  aman'B  leg.anddouig 
some  injury  to  the  vessel,  which  was  lying  to  the  ebb  tide,  and  could  not  return 
the  fire  until  she  had  moved  up  and  turned,  several  shots  striking  in  close  prox- 
imity while  this  was  being  done.  When  in  position,  a  number  of  shots  were 
fired  by  the  Pequot  without  reply,  when  she  returned  to  her  anchorage. 

Acting  Master  Lee  reports  that  a  battery  of  20-pounder  rifles  opened  on  the 
Commodore  Morris  from  the  direction  of  Malvern  Uill  on  the  14th.  He  steamed 
up  to  within  one  thousand  yards  of  the  enemy,  and  returned  the  fire  with  his 
100-pounder  Parrot.  The  shell  from  that  failing  to  explode,  he  turned  the  vecsel 
round,  and  used  his  IX-inch  guns.  The  enemy  retreated  to  Malvern  Hill,  and 
again  opened  fire,  when  the  Slorris  moved  further  up  the  river  and  returned  it 

The  enemy  ceased  firing  at  5  p.  m.  No  damage  was  sustained  by  the  Com- 
modore Morris.  Captain  Smith  also  states  that  deserters  from  Hewlett's  report 
that  a  battery  of  eight  guns  is  being  mounted  in  the  clearing  to  the  left.  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  French,  commanding  the  Wilderness,  reports  (verbidly) 
that  the  Mendota  yesterday  engaged  a  battery  near  Deep  Bottom,  which  mgA 
upon  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  lost  two  men  killed  and  six  wounded. 

The  Commodore  Morris  was  also  engaged  at  the  same  time  with  a  battarr 
near  Malvern  Hill,  and  received  a  shell  in  her  magazine,  which  passed  throM 
three  barrels  of  powder,  lodging  in  the  shot  locker  without  exploding,  lie 
Wilderness  was  obliged  to  pass  down  in  the  night,  the  batteries  being  still  M. 
position.  She  brought  two  of  the  wounded  to  the  Norfolk  hospital. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S*  P.  iSEiEtf 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadi 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 


Report  of  Captain  Melancton  Smith. 

United  States  Steamer  Onondaga, 
On  Picket,  heloiv  Barricade,  James  River,  July  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Quackenbush  of  the  attack 
by  the  enemy  upon  the  Pequot  from  the  vicinity  of  Malvern  Hill,  and  also  one 
from  Acting  Master  K.  G.  Lee  in  relation  to  his  operations  against  the  enemj 
on  the  same  day.  It  is  believed  that  the  enemy  has  been  dislodged,  and  everj- 
thing  quiet  on  the  river.  Two  deserters  came  off  this  evening  from  Howleti*« 
batter}%  and  they  report  that  there  is  a  battery  of  eight  guns  being  mounted  in 
the  clearing  to  the  k-ft. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  in  JamcM  Riveri 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbe, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Stpiadron, 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackenhush. 

United  States  Steamer  Pbuuot, 
Turkey  Bend,  JaTnes  Rivera  Va,,  July  15,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  1.10  p.  m.  on  the  14th  instant  a 
battery  of  one  gun  on  Malvern  Hill  opened  fire  on  this  vessel,  the  first  shot 
taking  off  a  man's  leg  and  doing  some  injury  to  the  vessel.  At  the  time  I  was 
vnable  to  return  the  fire  in  consequence  of  our  lying  to  the  ebb  tide.  I  waa 
thereibre  obliged  to  get  under  way  and  move  up  where  the  channel  was  suffi- 
tientlv  wide  (or  me  to  turn  round.  In  the  mean  time  several  shots  were  fired  at 
ve,  ul  of  which  struck  in  close  proximity.  After  rounding  to  I  at  once  pro- 
ceeded down  to  a  position  where  my  guns  could  be  used  pffectively.  After  firing 
a  number  of  times,  and  eliciting  no  response,  I  returned  to  my  anchorage. 
1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 

Lieutenant^  Commanding. 
Captain  Mblancton  Smith, 

Senior  Officer  present^  Commanding  in  James  Rivera  Va» 


Report  of  Acting  Master  R.  G.  Lee, 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Morris, 
Off  Ha^jcaU  Landing t  James  River,  Va,,  July  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  moat  respectfully  submit  the  following  report :  At  1  o'clock  p.  m.  yes- 
terday the  rebels  opened  fire  on  the  Commodore  Morris,  from  the  direction  of 
Ifalvem  Hill,  with  a  masked  battery  of  twenty-pounder  rifles.  I  immediately 
got  under  way,  steamed  up  river  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  within  one  thousand  yards 
€>f  the  enemv,  and  opened  fire  with  the  one  hundred-pounder  rifle  Parrott.  Find- 
lag  the  shell  from  tlie  rifle  did  not  explode,  I  turned  the  vessel  around  and  opened 
0D  them  with  shell  from  the  nine-inch  Dahlgren,  firine  to  where  1  saw  the  flash 
of  the  enemy's  guns,  and  soon  drove  them  from  their  hiding-place.  They  then 
retreated  to  ^lalvem  Hill,  from  which  place  they  opcn^  fire  on  us.  I  then 
steamed  higher  up  river,  so  I  could  use  mv  hundred-pounder  rifle,  which  I  did, 
only  one  shell  in  six  from  the  rifle  explooing.  I  also  used  the  thirty-pounder. 
At  5  p.  m.  the  enemy  ceased  firing ;  I  then  returned  to  my  anchorage,  off 
HaxaU,  sustaining  no  damage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  G.  liCC, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Senior  Officer,  James  River. 


£XGAG£31£NT  BETWEEN  GUNBOATS  MENDOTA  AND  PEQUOT  AND  BAT- 
TERIES ON  JAMES  RIVER. 

Report  of  Captain  MelancUm  Smith. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Onondaga, 
On  Picket,  below  Barricade,  James  River,  Va„  July  16,  18G4. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  Commander  Nichols,  of  the 
Ifendota,  stationed  off  Four-Mile  creek,  in  relation  to  the  temporary  interruption 
of  the  navigation  on  the  river,  with  the  accompanying  list  of  casualties  on  board 
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that  vessel.  I  have  ordered  the  Agawam  from  Aikin's  landing  to  assist  in 
dialed ^ng  the  enemy,  and  have  restricted  all  commanication  about  that  point 
hy  nnarmed  vessels  nntil  nightfall. 

The  Pequot  was  fired  upon  yesterday  from  a  one-gun  battery — 20-pounder 
Sawyer — near  Malvern  Hill,  the  shell  striking  her,  mortally  wounding  one  man 
and  doing  some  slight  damage  to  the  vessel.  I  enclose  herewith  a  eommaDica- 
tion  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Qnackeubush,  giving  the  particulars  of  an 
engagement  with  the  enemy's  battery  at  Malvern  Hill  to-day.  •  #  t 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  in  James  BivtTm 
Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washirtgton,  D,  C. 

[EncloBuros.] 

Beport  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Quackcnbush,  Pequot,  July  16. 
Beport  of  Commander  Nichols,  Mendota,  July  16. 
Casualties  on  Mendota. 


Report  of  Commander  E.  T.  KicJioU. 

United  States  Stbamee  Mbndota, 

James  River,  July  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  about  seven  o'clock  this  mominff  a  rebel  battery 
opened  fire  on  this  vessel  and  General  Foster's  camp.  The  snip  moored  head 
and  stem.  I  could  bring  but  one  gun  to  bear.  Shipped  and  dropped  down, 
opening  fire  with  all  the  guns,  as  they  would  bear.  The  rebels  have  not  fired 
now  for  over  an  hour;  whether  driven  off  by  our  guns  or  not  I  cannot  sty. 
The  battery  is  located  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  below  Four-Mile  creek,  in  a 
very  commanding  position.  I  regret  having  to  report  the  following  casualties 
from  the  bursting  of  a  rebel  20-pounder  shell,  which  came  through  the  bulwarks 
among  the  crew  of  No.  1  gun :  Four  men  severely  wounded  (one  since  died)  and 
two  others  doubtfully ;  two  men  and  one  officer  slightly  wounded.  I  have  directed 
the  captain  of  the  Wilderness  not  to  pass  down  nntil  night,  and  I  sball  detain 
the  Hydrangea  below  the  bridge,  sending  anything  she  may  have  for  yoa  acrow 
the  point  to  my  tug. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS, 
Commander,  United  States  Navf^ 
Captain  Melancto\  Smith, 

Corn^dg  U.  S.  S.  Onondaga,  Senior  OJicer,  James  River. 


List  of  casualties  on  board  United  States  steamer  Mendota  by  shell Jrom  reU 

battery,  July  16,  1S64. 

Thomas  Kennedy,  landsman,  dangerously,  (since  died ;)  Williain  S.  Patde, 
ordinary  seaman,  dangerously  in  log  and  groin,  (cannot  recover;)  Gharica  W. 
Taylor,  ouarter  gunner,  in  head,  (doubtful ;)  Hugh  Walch,  landsman,  aeriomly 
in  leg,  (doing  well ;)  Patrick  Flaherty,  landsman,  slightly  in  finger  and  leg, 
(doing  well;)  Otto  Kichberg,  landsman,  slightly  in  cheek,  (doing  well;)  Aediig 
Master's  Mate  McDonald,  slightly  in  leg,  (on  duty.) 

Very  respectfully, 

ED.  T.  NICHOLS,  Ommamder. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbuth. 

United  States  Steamer  Pequot, 

James  River,  Virginia,  Jviy  16, 1864. 

8iR:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  at  9J25  a.  m.  to-day  the  hattery 
of  one  enn  on  Malvern  Hill  opened  fire  on  this  vessel.  I  at  once  got  under 
way  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to  a  position  abreast  of  the  battery,  and  fired 
at  it  with  all  the  effective  guns  on  port  side.  Although  our  firing,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  Commodore  Morris,  was  remarkably  good,  our  shelU  falling  and  exploding 
at  and  about  the  battery,  yet  the  means  which  the  enemy  had  of  safely  secreting 
themselves  rendered  our  firing  abortive.  Two  of  their  shots  sti*uck  this  vessel, 
one  carrying  away  an  iron  stanchion  on  the  forecastle,  and  the  other  splintering 
the  main  topmast.  One  shot  or  shell  passed  through  the  magazine  of  the  Com- 
modore Morris,  in  clo^e  proximity  to  two  men  therein  engaged,  splintering  two 
barreia  containing  powder  without  causing  further  injury.  At  three  p.  m.  I  re- 
tured  to  a  position  some  four  hundred  yards  above  my  usual  anchorage,  finding 
it  useless  to  expend  more  ammunition  without  obtaining  a  satisfactory  result. 
I  enclose  herewith  an  account  of  the  ammunition  used  during  the  time  I  was 
enniged  in  endeavoring  to  silence  the  battery  previously  mentioned. 

Since  writing  the  above,  another  gun  has  been  placed  in  position  on  Malvern 
Hill,  and  I  have  also  discovered  another  mark  of  the  enemy's  shot  on  the  fore- 
gaffl 

I  am,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy. 

Captain  Mblancton  Smith, 

Senior  Officer  present,  Com'dg  U,  S,  N.  Fleet  in  James  River,  Va. 


SHELLING  THE  ENEMY  AT  FOUR-MILE  CKEEK. 

United  States  Steamer  Onondaga, 
On  Picket,  below  Barricade,  James  River,  Va.,  Ju^y  29,  1864. 

8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Mendolaand  Agawam  were  engaged 
all  day  on  the  28th  shelling  the  enemy  across  Four-Mile  creek,  where  they 
had  been  very  busy  throwing  up  works  and  manoeuvring  large  bodies  of  men, 
ggppoeed  to  be  neai  ly  all  of  Longstreet's  and  Hill's  corps. 

The  enemv  made  a  demonstration  on  General  Foster's  front,  and  the  Agawam 
opened  fire,  bnt  with  what  effect  it  has  not  been  ascertained. 

Commander  Nichols,  of  tlie  Mendota,  reports  that  he  fired  at  intervals  of 
seventeen  minutes,  and  that  General  Hancock  informed  him  that  his  shelling 
was  very  effective  and  of  great  assistance  to  his  operations.  He  had  the  mis- 
fortune, however,  to  disable  his  after  100-pounder  pivot,  the  rifles  being  the 
only  guns  that  would  reach  the  position  occupied  by  the  enemy,  llie  gun  was 
fractured  from  the  forward  edge  of  the  reinforce  band  on  the  breech  to  a  point 
forward  of  the  centre  of  the  trunnion,  but  from  the  report  of  Commander 
Kichols,  forwarded  this  day  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  the  gun  was  properly 
served  and  every  ordnance  requirement  complied  with. 

A  confidential  communication  from  General  Weitzel,  received  this  afternoon, 
fftatea  that,  in  view  of  a  military  movement  ordered  by  General  Grant,  all  the 
troope,  excepting  General  Foster's  original  command,  will  be  moved  to-night 
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from  Deep  Bottom,  and  requests  all  the  assistance  I  can  render  him.    AH  the 
naval  force  that  can  operate  to  advantage  at  that  point  has  been  sent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See., 

MELANCTON  SMITH. 
Captain  and  Divisional  Officer,  in  JamcM  Rittr. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  t?ie  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


EXPEDITION  TO  COX»S  MILL,  NEAR  JAMES  RIVER. 

Letter  of  Captain  M.  Smith  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

TJiViTED  States  Steamer  Onomdaga, 
On  Picket,  helow  the  Barricades,  James  River,  August  4,  1864. 

SiK  :  I  herewith  enclose  a  report  from  Captain  Sanderson,  commanding  asral 
picket  force,  of  another  expedition  to  Cox's  Mill  to  destroy  an  engine  which 
General  Ewell  proposed  to  send  a  detachment  of  men  to  remove,  and  iiiqvhes 
by  telegraph  "  if  Flag-Officer  Mitchell  sends  picket  boats  below  the  wharf,''  wbiA 
despatch  was  read  by  our  operator  and  communicated  to  me  by  G^nend  Butkr. 
I  have  not  considered  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  any  report  of  Aft 
matter  to  the  department.  Everything  quiet  in  this  vicinity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Divisional  Officer,  James  River^  Virgiiii€U 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Captain  J.  W.  Sanderson  to  Captain  M.  Smit?l» 

Gamp  op  Xaval  Picket  Detachmbsit, 

James  River,  Virginia,  August  4»  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  last  mAi : 

I  proceeded  with  forty  of  my  own  men  on  the  United  States  steamer  Sto- 
ping  Stones  (Acting  Ensign  Barrett)  to  the  pontoon  bridge  at  General  FoBtvti 
command,  where  I  received  one  hundred  additional  men  under  coounand  tf 
Captain  Nichols,  11th  Maine.  Returning,  we  landed  at  a  point  near  AikenV 
landing,  known  as  the  Branch,  and  at  about  2  o'clock  this  morning  I  adruniBtt 
with  the  force  to  Cox's  farm,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  such  txmchbyujp 
&c.,  as  might  be  in  the  mill  and  on  the  premises. 

Upon  nearing  the  point  a  small  squad  of  the  enemy  fired  on  us,  wftlkoiil» 
however,  doing  any  liarm.  I  immediately  ordered  my  men  to  move  fbnraid  fii 
quick  time,  at  the  same  time  sending  a  firing  party,  under  charge  of  Lieutenanl 
Chambers,  to  the  mill.  No  machinery  could  be  found ;  the  building  is  aa  utter 
wreck  and  its  contents  removed ;  the  walls  alone  are  standing. 

Upon  attempting  to  fire  the  torpedoes,  the  fuzes  were  discovered  to  be  defidflnly 
and  the  effort  to  destroy  what  was  left  of  the  walls  therefore  failed. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  having  as  far  as  possible  thus  been  accompBiKeAt 
I  returned  to  the  Stepping  Stones  and  embarked  the  troops.    I  have  to  vepof^ 
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Ae  lom  of  two  men,  Private  Wrataon,  company  G,  3(1  Pennsylvania  artillery, 
and  one  private  (name  unknown)  of  the  lith  Maine,  who  strayed  away  from 
the  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SANDERSON, 
Captain  3d  Pennsylvania  Artillery. 
Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Senior  Officer,  James  River, 


ENGAGEMENTS  BETWEEN  GUNBOATS  AND  REBEL  BATTERIES. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear^Admiral  S,  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  August  22, 1864. 

:  Sib  :  Captain  Smith,  under  date  of  5th  instant,  reports  operations  in  James 
liver  on  the  ^,  4th,  and  5th  instant,  of  which  the  following  is  a  summary  : 
»  Ax  about  3  30  p.  m.  on  the  3d  a  battery  near  Wilcox's  wharf  opened  on 
«MM  passing  army  transports ;  the  firing  bemg  heard  on  the  Miami,  then  pass* 
iDg  Qp  the  river,  she  went  ahead  and  engaged  the  battery,  and  after  an  hour's 
akarp  firine  dislodged  the  enemy,  aiid  then  shelled  the  blanks  for  some  distance 
^wve  and  below. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Graves  states  that  the  battery  consisted  of  six 
(6)  rifled  12-pounders.  The  Miami  had  one  man  killed  and  one  wounded,  and 
received  some  damage,  being  struck  by  two  shots  which  tore  away  some  of  the 
wood  work  and  steering  gear,  and  two  outside  planks  for  a  distance  of  several 
feet,  causing  her  to  make  some  water  during  the  action. 

About  11  a.  m.  on  the  4th  a  battery  opened  on  army  transports  near  Harri- 
son's landing.  The  Osceola  and  Miami  proceeded  down  the  river  and  opened 
fire,  when  the  enemy  immediately  abandoned  the  position.  These  vessels  then 
shelled  the  banks,  firing  some  at  houses  and  other  prominent  points  for  two  or 
three  miles  above  and  below  the  landing. 

A  contraband  broujrht  off  by  the  Osceola  (and  who  was  injudiciously  per- 
mitted to  return  asliore)  stated  that  the  battery  consisted  of  from  ten  (10)  to 
fifteen  (15)  guns,  supported  by  an  infantry  force  of  two  thousand  (2,000)  under 
Ewell. 

The  steamer  Brooks,  belonging  to  the  Sanitary  Commission,  was  fired  on  by 
shtfpshooters  above  Turkey  creek  on  the  afternoon  of  the  4th,  killing  one 
nun  and  mortally  wounding  two.  The  Pequot  and  Commodore  Morris  shelled 
the  spot  where  the  enemy  were  supposed  to  be  concealed,  but  saw  nothing  of 
tbeni* 

Abont  6  p.  m.  on  the  5th  the  battery  at  Hewlett's  opened  on  General 
Batler's  works,  the  whole  line  soon  becoming  engaged,  and  keeping  up  a  heavy 
fire  nntil  nearly  8  o'clock.    The  iron-clads  were  not  engaged. 

Captain  Smith  has  stationed  the  Saugus  so  as  to  be  shut  in  from  the  battery 
at  Hewlett's,  and  considers  this  the  best  position  for  the  iron-clads,  as  they  can 
move  up  in  a  few  minutes  and  engage  tne  rams  if  they  appear,  and  at  the 
same  time  need  not  be  subjected  to  tne  mortification  of  dropping  out  of  range 
when  Howh*tt*s  battery  opens. 

He  has  stationed  the  Miami  at  Harrison's  landing,  and  the  Dawn  at  Wilcox's 
wharf,  to  protect  and  convoy  passing  transports,  which  dispositions  I  have 
atorored. 

I  enclose  (1)  Captain  Smith's  report  of  August  5;  (2)  August  3,  Acting 
Tolonteer  Lieutenant  Graves,  (commanding  Miami,)  reporting  engagement  on 
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3d ;  (3)  same,  reporting  engagement  on  the  4tb;  (4)  Commander  Clitz,  (com- 
manding Osceola,)  reporting  same;  (5)  August  4,  Lieutenant  Quackeubosh, 
I  commanding  Pequot,)  reporting  the  firing  on  the  steamer  Brooks. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  sir,  verjr  respectfully, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  CommandiT^g  N.  A,  B*  SquadraiL 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Sccrttary  of  the  I^avy, 


Report  of  Captain  Melancfon  Smith. 

United  States  Steamer  Onondaga, 
On  Picket  J  below  the  Barricade,  James  Ricer,  Va.,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  16th  ultimo,  Therewith  endotea 
report  from  Commander  Glitz,  of  the  Osceola,  in  relation  to  his  shelling  the 
enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrison's  landing,  and  two  reports  from  Acting  Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant  G.  W.  Graves,  of  the  Miami,  in  relation  to  an  engagemoil 
with  the  rebels  at  Wilcox's  wharf,  on  the  3d  instant,  in  which  he  lost  one  bib 
killed  and  two  slightly  wounded,  and  of  his  shelling  at  Harrison's  Uadiiig 
in  company  with  the  Osceola,  on  the  following  day.  I  also  enclose  a  report  Aob 
Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbusli,  in  relation  to  an  attack  by  shn^ 
shooters  on  the  sanitary  steamer  Brooks,  at  Turkey  creek,  in  which  one  tarn 
was  killed  and  two  mortally  wounded. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commander  Quackenbush  to  clear  the  btt&k*  ■ 
far  as  practicable,  of  all  trees  and  underbrush  calculated  to  conceal  an  eneBjT, 
and  have  sent  him  the  Minnesota's  launch  and  crew  to  assist  in  the  peifcm* 
ance  of  that  duty. 

I  have  directed  the  Miami  to  take  her  station  at  Harrison's  landfaig,  to 
afford  protection  to  our  transports  passing  up  and  down  the  river,  and  to  nike 
a  reconnoissance  with  his  marines  at  that  place  when  he  shall  consider  It 
prud(;nt ;  and  have  ordered  the  Dawn  to  take  her  station  at  Wilcox's  whai( 
and  convoy  passing  transports  until  they  are  protected  by  the  gans  of  tk 
Miami. 

Howlett's  battery  opened  about  6  o'clock  this  afternoon  upon  Gkncvd 
Butler's  works,  wliich  was  returned,  and  a  regular  fire  kept  up  from  the  GurtiB 
House,  Signal  Tower,  and  Crow's  Nest  batteries  until  near  eight  o'clock,  t 
large  number  of  our  shells  grazing  the  crest  of  the  enemy's  works  and  exploding 
inside.  The  rebels  fired  at  long  intervals  and  without  much  accuracy.  From 
the  time  of  the  discharge  of  the  first  gun,  the  whole  line  opened,  and  a  hesTj 
cannonading  by  both  parties  was  kept  up  until  near  8  o'clock. 

The  Saugus  wjis  on  picket,  but  so  stationed  as  to  be  shut  in  from  the  battery 
at  Howlett's,  which  position  I  think  it  most  advisable  for  the  iron-clads  to 
occupy  as  they  can  move  up  in  a  few  moments  to  protect  the  obstructions  shooM 
the  rams  desire  to  participate  in  any  general  attack  on  General  Butler's  lines* 
and  would  not  be  subjected  to  the  mortification  of  dropping  out  of  range  if 
fired  upon  from  Howlett's  battery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Divisional  Officer,  in  James  River^  Fa. 

Acting  Rear-Admirnl  S.  P.  Loe, 

Commandig  N,  A.  B,  Squadron, 
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Rppart  of  Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz. 

UmTBO  States  Strambr,  Osceola, 
Off  City  Pointt  James  River,  August  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  haye  to  Bubmit  tbe  following  report : 

This  morning  about  7.30  the  United  States  steamer  Miami  returned  to  this 
anchorage  and  reported  all  quiet  down  the  river. 

At  about  11  a.  m.  we  discovered  the  enemy  firing  from  a  battery  at  or  near 
Harrison's  landing. 

I  immediately  got  under  way  with  this  vessel  under  my  command,  followed 
by  the  United  States  steamer  Miami;  when  near  Harrison's  landing,  the  Miami 
and  this  vessel  opened  fire  upon  all  the  houses  and  prominent  points  until  our 
mrrival  at  Wilcox's  wharf,  where  we  remained  until  5.30  p.  m.,  when  the  Miami 
and  this  vessel  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to  City  Point. 

While  at  anchor  off  Wilcox's  wharf  sent  a  boat  ashore,  in  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenant and  Executive  Officer  Weidman,  to  bring  off  to  the  vessel  a  contraband 
who  was  there  signalizing;  information  derived  from  the  contraband  leads  us 
to  believe  that  the  battery  consisted  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  guns,  supported  by 
an  infantry  force  of  2,000,  under  the  command  of  General  Ewell. 

Doubtful  information  was  received  from  the  residents  of  the  neigborhood  on 
%liote  that  the  battery  and  supporting  infantry  force  returned  to  the  camp. 

The  contraband,  not  wishing  to  remain,  was  again  lauded  under  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Weidman. 

I  ehall  detain  the  Miami  at  this  point  until  she  can  fill  up  her  deficiencies  of 
ammnnition,  when  she  will  proceed  up  the  river,  and  report  to  you,  as  directed 
1^  bis  (Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Graves's)  orders. 

I  saw  nothing  of  the  battery  either  going  or  returning.  I  think  it  important 
that  a  sufficient  force  should  be  kept  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Harrison's 
landing  and  Wilcox's  wharf,  with  discretion  to  the  different  commanding  officers 
to  patrol  the  river,  when  required,  to  protect  our  transports  from  this  battery, 
whldht  in  my  opinion,  is  a  field  one. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  CLITZ, 
Commander,  United  States  Navy, 

Helancton  Smith, 

Captain  and  Divisional  Officer, 

Com*dg  Iron-clad  Onondaga,  James  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G,  W,  Graves, 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 

James  River  August  3,  1864. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  engagement  with 
a  rebel  battery  this  p.  m. : 

At  3.30  p.  m.,  while  passing  up  the  river,  I  heard  firing  above  me  on  the 
atarboard  hand;  upon  turning  the  bend  I  discovered  a  battery,  stationed  at 
Wilcox's  landing,  firing  upon  some  unarmed  transports  which  were  passing 
down.  I  immediately  went  to  quarters,  and  proceeded  to  the  place  of  action  as 
Cut  as  the  disabled  state  of  my  machinery  would  permit,  and  eugaged  the  battery 
at  about  1,200  yards  distance;  after  about  an  hour's  sharp  firing  I  succeeded 
in  diak>dging  the  enemy,  and  drove  them  off.    I  then  shelled  the  banks  above 
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and  below  the  poeition  for  a  short  time,  and  proceeded  np  the  river  until  I  met 
the  United  States  steamer  Osceola,  Commander  Glitz,  who  ordered  me  to  retnni 
and  remain  for  the  night. 

The  battery  consisted  of  six  (6)  twelve-pounders,  two  of  them  Whitwortli 
rifles,  projectiles  from  which  strack  us  several  times,  mflicting  some  damage, 
killing  one  man  and  wounding  one. 
I  enclose  reports  of  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  GRAVES, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenantt  Commanding* 
Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Divisional  Commander,  Jamu  Bdver. 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  W.  Graves, 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 

Off  City  Point,  August  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
At  about  11  o'clock  this  a.  m.,  while  lying  at  this  place  taking  in  ammanitioi 
and  burying  my  dead,  the  rebels  opened  fire  upon  our  transports  from  a  batteiy 
at  or  near  Harrison's  landing. 

In  obedience  to  ordera  from  Commander  Clitz,  commanding  Osceola,  I  tot 
under  way  and  followed  him  down  the  river.  The  rebels  left  at  our  appioaa; 
so  I  followed  the  example  of  Commander  Clitz,  and  shelled  the  left  bank  of  Ae 
river  for  a  distance  of  two  or  three  miles  above  and  below  the  landing,  dioppiHg 
an  occasional  shell  about  the  houses.  I  returned  to  my  anchorage  aboiit  diiL 
I  append  a  list  of  ammunition,  &c.,  expended. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  GRAVES, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding* 
Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Divisional  Commander,  James  River. 


Casualties  on  board  the  Miami. 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 

James  River,  Va,,  August  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  engagraneit 
with  the  rebel  battery  near  Wilcox's  landing : 
Killed, — Matthew  Callahan,  marine. 

Wounded, — Michael  J.  Donnelly,  coal-heaver,  sustaining  slight  injury,  with 
loss  of  middle  finger  of  right  hand ;  William  H.  H.  Davis,  coal-heaver,  slight 
splinter  wound  of  hand. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  MARVIN. 
A.  A.  Surgeon,  U.  S.  N.,  U.  8.  8.  MiamL 
G.  W.  Graves, 

Acting  Vol,  Lieut.  CtmCdg,  U.  S,  S.  Miami. 
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Injuries  nutained  by  the  Miami, 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 

August  4,  1864. 

8ia :  I  reBpectfallv  Bubmit  the  following  report  of  damage  received  by  this 
jflsel  in  hull,  &c.»  during  the  engagement  with  a  rebel  battery  posted  on  the 
Uaff  at  Wilcox's  landing,  James  river,  on  the  afbcmoon  of  the  3a  instant. 

One  shell  passed  through  port  bends  just  abafit  paddle-wheel,  tearing  away 
waterways,  engine-room,  hatchway,  and  division  arm-chest,  and  steering  gear. 
One  shell  passed  through  the  starboard  after  covering  board,  bursting  and 
tearing  out  two  (2)  outside  planks  for  several  feet. 
The  ship  made  considerable  water  during  the  action. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  S.  BUCKLESS, 

Carpenter^s  Mate. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  P.  Quackenbush. 

United  States  Steamer  Pequot, 

James  River,  Va,,  August  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  As  the  sanitary  boat  S.  E.  Brooks  was  passing  a  wooded  bluff,  a  short 
distance  above  the  mouth  of  Turkey  creek,  she  was  fired  into  by  a  party  of  the 
esemTf  five  or  six  in  number,  killing  one  and  mortally  wounding  two  others  on 
iHMtfdl  The  Commodore  Morris  and  this  vessel  immediately  got  under  way, 
and  proceeded  to  the  point  at  which  the  attack  was  made,  firing  a  faw  shot  in 
Ike  spot  the  rascals  were  supposed  to  be  ambushed.  They  evidently  did  not 
wait  for  our  approach,  leaving,  no  doubt,  as  soon  as  they  had  accomplbhed 
their  purpose.  The  Brooks  had  up  the  sanitary  flag,  and  there  were  ladies  on 
board,  io  fact ;  the  miscreants  fired  directly  among  them.  The  boat  was  on  her 
wav  to  your  vessel,  the  party  on  board  intending  to  visit  Dr.  Franklin. 

I  think  with  another  boat  and  a  strong  picket  guard  of  soldiers  the  banks  in 
this  vicinity  could  be  kept  entirely  clear.  Above  Greneral  Picket's  house,  or 
Jones's  landing,  I  have  felled  the  trees,  and  the  marines  have  cleared  the  bank 
for  some  distance  below  Turkey  creek.  The  intermediate  space  consists  of 
wooded  bluffs.  I  intend  to-morrow  to  send  a  gang  on  shore  and  clear  it. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  QUACKENBUSH, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

U.  Smith, 

Captain  and  Divisional  Officer,  James  River. 


ATTACK  ON  LABOREBS  AT  DUTCH  GAP  BY  REBEL  FLEET  AND  BATTERIES. 

Report  of  Captain  M.  Smith. 

Umted  States  Steamer  Onondaga, 
Below  the  Barricade,  James  River,  August  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  at  5  a.  m.  to-day  two 
rebel  rams  opened  fire  on  our  land  forces  and  laborers  employed  at  Dutch  Gap, 
and  have  maintained  a  moderate  fire  daring  the  day. 

In  addition,  one  or  more  gunboats,  or  ram  gunboats,  dropped  down  to  Cox's 
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reach,  and,  together  with  the  batterj  at  Signal  Hill,  on  Cox's  farm,  and  that  oa 
the  hill  at  Hewlett's  honse,  took  part  in  the  attack. 

A  movement  of  Home  kind  had  heen  anticipated,  and  the  steamers  Mackinaw 
and  Delaware  were  stationed  to  command  Gox's  reach  and  also  sweep  Cox's 
farm  in  the  event  of  an  attack  by  infantry,  which  was  regarded  as  most  prob- 
able, as  two  divisions  of  the  enemy  were  known  to  be  in  the  immediate  vicinitj. 
After  one  round  from  this  vessel,  operations  upon  the  enemy's  iron-clads  were 
found  to  be  impracticable,  from  their  great  distance  from  us,  except  for  the  pos- 
sible annoyance  to  people  on  their  decks ;  and  this  contingency  was  so  remote, 
and  the  means  of  directing  or  observing  the  effect  of  our  fire  so  limited,  that  it 
was  not  de^^mcd  advisable  to  strain  the  large  guns  with  the  high  elevation  and 
heavy  charges  necessary  to  reach. 

The  battery  at  Hewlett's  being  readily  silenced  by  the  army  batteiy,  no 
attention  was  paid  to  it  from  the  vessels.  The  Saugus  was,  therefore,  later  in 
the  day,  added  to  the  Mackinaw  and  Delaware,  making  all  the  force  able  efie- 
tively  to  operate  from  that  point,  and  had,  with  those  two,  maintaiued  a  regular 
fire  until  dark.  Their  fire  also  was  dependent  upon  directions  from  the  mast- 
head, and  its  effect  uncertain,  but,  it  is  hoped,  may  have  been  to  some  extent 
effective. 

From  the  position  of  this  vessel  and  the  Canonicus  it  was  impossible  to  aid 
them  without  greatly  endangering  our  own  forces,  and  they  have  tbereftm 
remained  without  other  action  than  preparation  for  any  change  that  may  enaUe 
them  to  operate  effectively. 

General  Butler's  loss,  as  far  as  ascertained,  thirty  killed  and  wounded. 

Captain  Ilhind,  of  the  Agawam,  reports  that  his  vessel  and  the  Hunchback 
were  attacked  this  afternoon  at  2  p.  m.  by  two  rebel  batteries,  one  at  Four-Mile 
creek,  and  the  other  more  to  the  northward — the  first  battery  contaiuizig  two 
twenty-pound  rifles ;  the  other  a  heavy  gun,  supposed  from  the  fragments  of 
shell  to  be  a  ten-inch,  and  a  twenty-pound  field-piece. 

The  casualties  reported  on  boara  the  Agawam  are  two  killed,  one  mortally 
wounded,  and  three  more  or  less  severely. 

I  have  sent  the  Saugus  to  assist  in  dislodging  the  batteir  at  Four-Mile  creeL 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obeaient  servant, 

MELANCTON  8MITH. 
Captain  and  Divisional  Oficer,  in  Jamei  River. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D,  C. 


Comjjlimentary  letter  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S,  P.  Lee. 

Flao-Ship  Halvbrn, 
Beaufort,  N.  (7.,  August  26,  1864. 
Sir:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  department  to  Ae 
gallantry  and  endurance  displayed  by  Commander  Rhind,  of  the  Agawam,  wti 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  in  the  engagement  with  three  lefad 
batteries  on  the  13lh  instant,  reported  to  the  department  by  Captain  8miAi 
divisional  commander  on  James  River. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Acting  Rear-Admiralt  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sqmadram, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

tecretary  of  the  Navy. 
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NAVAL  CO-OPERATION  WITH   MOVEMENT  OP  TROOPS  AT  DUTCH  GAP 

AND  DEEP  BOTTOM. 

Report  of  Captain  M.  Smith. 

United  States  Steamer  Onondaga, 
Below  Barricade,  James  River,  August  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  3  p.  m.  yesterday  I  was  requested 
by  Uajor  Greneral  Butler  to  co-operate  in  a  movement  of  the  troops  then  at 
Datch  Gap  and  a  force  from  Deep  Bottom,  whose  object  was  to  reconnoitre 
noitheafltwardly  from  Aiken's  house,  divert  the  enemy  in  the  front  and  on  the 
left  of  oar  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Market  road,  and  take  advantage  of 
anyopportunity  that  might  offer  for  a  further  advance. 

The  operations  of  the  vessels  in  this  vicinity  were  more  particularly  con- 
nected with  the  force  moving  from  Dutch  Gap.  The  plan  proposed  wi\b  to 
move  this  force  of  some  eight  hundred  available  men  to  Aiken's  landing,  and 
there  form  in  line  for  advance  upon  the  crest  of  the  hill  dirccll}'  in  rear;  then 
stretching  out  to  the  right,  to  form  a  junction  with  General  Bimey's  forces  at 
Deep  Bottom,  or  to  move  towards  the  left  beyond  the  rebel  battery  at  Signal 
Hill.  The  Mount  Washington  was  detained  to  transport  the  troops  from  Dutch 
Ctep  to  Aiken's,  and  to  lie  off  that  point  and  use  her  thirty-two-pounder,  hold- 
ing herself  in  readiness  to  re-embark  the  troops  if  necessary.  Just  above  her 
die  Delaware,  a  little  further  above  the  Mackinaw,  and  at  the  bend  of  Dutch 
Gap  the  Canonicus,  were  stationed,  to  cover  the  advance  by  shelling  the 
enemy's  line ;  the  Ganonicus  also  devoting  attention  to  Signal  Hill  battery. 

This  vessel  was  held  ready  for  operations  upon  the  rebel  rams,  if  opportunity 
should  offer  by  their  descent  within  range. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  the  plan  was  successfully  and  handsomely  carried 
out 

The  Mount  Washington  took  the  troops,  conveyed  them  to  Aiken's,  and  dis- 
embarked them  with  a  despatch  and  good  order  creditable  to  her  commanding 
officer,  and  immediately  took  her  position  for  shelling.  At  about  5  p.  m.  the 
troops  advanced,  and  as  soon  as  their  movement  was  observed  from  the  Mack- 
inaw she  opened  fire,  which  was  continued  with  marked  effect  from  all  the  ves- 
sels nntil  the  movement,  taking  the  direction  to  the  left,  advanced  so  far  as  to 
compel  the  gunboats  to  cease  firing,  to  avoid  injuring  our  own  troops;  this 
Tcssel  meanwhile  throwing  an  occasional  shell  in  the  direction  of  Cox's  farm. 

At  7  p.  m.  the  action  of  the  vessels  ceased,  by  request  of  General  Butler, 
which  closed  their  Bhare  in  the  movement. 

I  am  informed  indirectly  that  the  troops  advanced  so  as  to  occupy  Cox's 
fiurm,  the  Signal  Hill  battery,  and  the  rebel  lines  thence  toward  the  rear  of 
Aiken's. 

The  officers  of  the  land  forces  express  themselves  as  most  pleased  at  the 
asfeirttance  afforded  by  the  vessels.  I  am  informed  at  this  moment  that  the 
movement  having  effected  its  object,  the  troops  from  Dutch  Gap  will  fall  back 
ai  that  point  this  evening.  This  afternoon,  at  5  o'clock,  the  rams  came  down 
in  the  second  reach  above,  and  opened  fire  on  the  picket  lines  established  yes- 
teiday  at  Cox's  fium.  The  battery  at  Howlett's  house  opened  at  the  same 
time,  and  were  replied  to  by  General  Butler's  batteries,  but  the  iron-clads  and 
gunboats  did  not  participate.  The  cannonading  was  kept  up  with  spirit  fur 
some  time,  all  firing  ceasing  at  dark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMlTtf, 
Captain  and  Divisional  Officer ,  in  James  River. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretarjf  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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NECESSITY  OF  RETAINING  IRON-CLADS  ON  THE  JAMES  BIVEB. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear'Admirai  S.  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  Nothern  Blockade  SauADROif, 

Beaufortf  N.  C,  AMgust  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  department's  commumcation  of  July  22,  instmctiDff  me  to  report 
whether  any  of  the  iron-clads  within  the  limite  of  my  command  can  be  witk 
drawn  from  James  river  or  other  waters  of  Virginia  with  due  regard  to  the  exi* 
gencies  of  the  public  service,  and  desiring  me  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  LieutenaLt 
General  Grant  with  reference  to  the  abiUty  of  the  army  to  maintain  Us  poeitioa 
in  Virginia,  supported  and  protected  by  wooden  vessels  only,  or  by  these  and  a 
part  of  the  iron-clads,  was  received  on  the  24th  ultimo.  On  that  day  I  wrote  to 
Lieutenant  General  Grant  on  this  subject,  (copy  enclosed,)  and  enclosed  to  him 
a  copy  of  the  department's  despatch  above  mentioned. 

The  original  reply  of  the  Lieutenant  General,  dated  9th  instant,  is  herewith  es- 
closed,  in  which  he  says :  **  Whilst  I  believe  we  shall  never  require  the  annovri 
vessels  to  meet  those  of  the  enemy,  I  think  it  imprudent  to  withdraw  Oxm, 
At  least  two  such  vessels,  in  my  judgment,  should  be  kept  in  the  upper  Janee 
river ;  they  stand  a  constant  threat  to  the  enemy,  and  prevent  him  taking  tin 
offensive.  There  is  no  disguising  the  fact,  that  if  the  enemy  should  take  tke 
offensive  on  the  water — although  we  probably  would  destroy  his  whole  JanM 
river  navy — such  damage  would  be  done  our  shipping  and  stores,  all  accnmnliled 
on  the  waters  where  the  conflict  would  begin,  that  our  victory  would  be  dentf 
bought." 

However  prudent  and  politic  it  may  be,  I  must  regret  the  indicated  phu  of 
the  able  lieutenant  p^enerul,  that  our  iron-clads  will  never  be  required  to  meet 
those  of  the  enemy  on  James  river,  which  I  have  always  hoped  that  we  would 
have  the  opportunity  of  doing  when  the  army  should  get  around  or  by  Petei»- 
burg  and  take  Howlett's  battery  at  the  head  of  Trent's  reach,  as  then  the  bar  in 
that  reach  might  quickly  be  clciircd  of  one  of  the  sunken  vessels,  and  easily  be 
deepened  with  the  dredging  maching,  for  which  I  applied  to  the  department,  sa 
as  to  admit  of  the  passage  and  co-operation  of  the  iron-clads  against  the  enemy's 
defences  on  land,  and  the  capture  of  their  navy. 

In  the  Mexican  war,  our  government,  having  to  land  an  army  in  Mexien, 
preferred  to  tjikc  Vera  Cruz  by  land  attack,  rather  than  capture  the  castle  of 
San  Jurin  de  Ulloa  by  a  sea  attack,  as  the  French  had  done.  In  that  case  the 
enemy  had  jio  navy. 

The  iron-clads  in  my  command  are  the  two  monitors  Ganonicus  and  Sangos,  the 
Quintard  two-turetted  battery  Onondaga,  and  the  prize  Atlanta,  on  the  Merrimadk 
pattern,  now  repairing  at  Gosport;  the  Iloanoke  has  been  detached  and  sent  to 
toint  Lookout. 

The  Onondaga,  Ganonicus  and  Saugus  are  on  the  east  side  of  Farrtr'd 
island,  above  which  are  the  enemy's  three  iron-clads,  his  gunboats  and  stetm 
barges — all  torpedo  fitted ;  and  between  these,  besides  Farrar's  island,  is  the 
bar  in  Trent's  reach,  on  which  the  water  at  high  tide  is  just  the  load  draught  of 
the  monitors,  though  the  published  coast  survey  chart  shows  even  less  water 
there  than  the  monitors  dniw.  The  army  authorities  have  been  understood  to 
hold  that  the  success  of  the  campaign  and  the  cause  of  the  country  depend  os 
the  security  of  the  communications  of  the  army  on  the  James  river ;  hence  the 
barric^c  on  the  bar,  h(»gan  by  the  army  and  jwrfected  by  the  Navy  Department, 
which  protects  the  iron-clads  from  torpedo  attacks,  and  the  gunboats  and  anny 
trans{)orts  and  [)ont(X)ns  from  fire-rafts. 

The  application  of  a  few  torpedoes  would  clear  a  passage  through  the  barricade^ 
and  then  if  the  draught  of  the  rebel  iron-clads  allow  them  to  pass  the  bsr  la 
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Fient's  reach,  what  would  become  of  the  commnnications  of  the  army  if  onr 
iron-clads  were  withdrawn  1     I  always  endeavored  to  impress  upon  the  army 
ithorities  the  policy  of  making  their  communications  secure  as  far  as  practica- 
ble against   interruptions  by  the  rebel  artillery,  by  a  reasonable  provision  of 
irtillery  in  position  on  the  favoring  banks  on  our  side  of  the  river;  but  General 
Butler's  engineer.  General  Wietzel,  resisted  this  method  on  the  ground  that  in 
atfe  of  a  retreat  it  would  be  difficult  to  take  away  heavy  artillery,  which  he 
1  should  therefore  be  on  shipboard.     I  never  entertained  the  idea  of  retreat- 
and  it  is  clear  that  guns  in  battery  on  shore  are  more  economically  and 
HLxeiy  placed  than  on  shipboard ;  whilst  my  suggestion  provided  for  such  con- 
ncies  of  service  as  the  department  now  seems  to  have  in  view,  and  to  allow 
uie  occasional  and  temporary  witlidrawal  of  some  of  the  gunboats,  &c.,  for 
r  flervice,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  recent  case  of  the  rebel  movement  against 
capital  and  threatened  raid  to  reie^iso  the  prisoners  at  Point  Lookout. 
Beeidee  this  convenience,  and  the  security  afforded  to  the  army  communica- 
ns  by  a  few  pieces  of  good  artillery  well  placed,  such  protection  of  that  part 
the  river  admitted  of  moving  the  gunboats  to  co-operate  in  the  advance 
ih  I  expected  up  James  river,  when  the  line  of  communication  to  be  covered 
paid  become  larger  and  otherwise  require  more  naval  force  than  we  then  had. 
In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  report  to  the  department  that,  in  my  opinion,  it 
raid  be  unwise  and  hazardous  to  withdraw  any  part  of  the  iron-clads  perma- 
Ij  from  James  river,  and  thus  expose  the  communications  of  the  army  and 
B  campaign  against  Richmond  to  great  peril  if  not  certain  reverses.     Looking 
the  matter  in  a  navy  light,  I  would  be  glad  to  see  the  iron-clad  force  on  James 
Tret  so  increased  that  when  the  time  for  an  upward  movement  comes,  it  will, 
ter  allowing  for  losses  from  the  enemy's  torpedoes,  secure  a  Union  triumph  in 
tron-clad  contest  on  the  James  river. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Rear- Admiral  J  Commander  of  Northern  Blockade  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  Jrom  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee  to  Lieutenant- General  Grant. 

Flag-Saip  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  July  24,  1864. 

General  :  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  communication  received  to-day  from  the 
S«vy  Department  relative  to  the  expediency  of  withdrawing  the  iron-clads  from 
fames  river. 
I  rcquent  the  favor  of  an  early  reply  giving  your  views  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Rear  Admiral,  Commander  of  Northern  Blockade  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commander  of  United  States  Forces  in  the  Ifield. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  General  Grant  to  Rear-Admiral  Lee. 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  August  9.  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ini»tant.  enclosing  communication  relative 
4>  the  withdrawal  of  iron-clads  from  the  James  river,  was  duly  received.  Owing 
6n 
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to  my  absence  from  here  most  of  the  time  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  it  has 
not  been  answered  earlier. 

"Whilst  I  believe  we  will  never  require  the  armored  vessels  to  meet  those  of 
the  enemy,  I  think  it  would  be  imprudent  to  withdraw  them.  At  least  two  sneli 
vessels,  in  my  judgment,  should  oe  kept  in  the  upper  James.  They  stand  • 
constant  threat  to  the  enemy,  and  prevent  him  taking  the  offensive.  There  is  no 
disguising  the  fact,  that  if  the  enemy,  should  take  the  offensive  on  the  watei^- 
although  we  probably  would  destroy  his  whole  James  river  navy — snch  damage 
would  be  done  our  shipping  and  stores,  all  accumulated  on  the  water  near  whefe 
the  conflict  would  begin  that  our  victory  would  be  dearly  bought. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

U.  S.  GRANT. 

Lieutenant  GeneraL 
Admiral  S .  P.  Lee. 


SOUNDS  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
EXPEDITION  TO  WINDSOR,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  jSetPport  News,  Va„  February  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser,  under  date  of  20th  instant,  reports  as 

follows  : 

•  ••••••  • 

I  enclose  you  an  extract  from  the  Raleigh  Weekly  Standard  of  the  lOth  in- 
stant.    I'he   report  is   false   from  beginning  to   conclusion.     I .  planned 
affair,  and  we  would  have  captured  the  entire  party  had  we  been  ten  (10) 
utes  earlier.     1  had  forty  (40)  sailors  and  one  twelve-pound  howitzer,  and 
were  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  (350)  infantry.     We  marched  abon'  sis 
(16)  miles.     There  was  no  fight  and  nothing  worth  reporting.     The  reb 
I  fired  three  (3)  or  four  (4)  times  at  them  at  long  range. 

We  held  the  town  of  Windsor  several  hours,  and  marched  baek  eight  (8) 
miles  to  our  boats  without  a  single  shot  from  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serTao|» 

0.  W.  FLUSS£R» 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

CoirCdg  iV.  A,  B.  Squadron,  U,  S,  Flag- Ship  Minnesoiap 

Hampton  Roads^  Fb. 

I  enclose  the  extract  referred  to : 

War  News. — Colonel  Griffin,  commanding  confederate  forces,  telegimphel 
to  the  war  department  irom  Jackson,  on  the  31st  January,  as  follows : 

"  Yesterday  morning  engaged  the  enemy  with  a  force  of  two  hundred  mea 
and  a  mounted  rifle  piece.  After  a  fight  of  two  hours,  in  which  we  engagel 
twelve  hundred  of  the  enemy  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  the  Yankees  wett 
driven  from  Windsor,  North  Caralina,  to  their  boats.  We  lost  six  men.  Tfc 
loss  of  the  enemy  is  not  known." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralj  Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadnm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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EXPEDITION   UP  THE   CHOWAN    RIVER    TO    RESCUE   ARMY   GUNBOAT 

BOMBSHELL. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear 'Admiral  S,  P.  Lee. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Of  Newport  News,  Va.,  March  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  an  interesting  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  0.  W. 
nosser,  dated  March  8,  (1)  respecting  an  expedition  of  onr  gunboats  up  the 
Chowan  to  rescue  the  army  gunboat  Bombshell,  and  reporting  the  considerable 
amount  of  ammunition  expended  in  doing  so,  and  the  misconduct  of  the  person 
in  charge  of  the  Bombshell.  I  enclose  also  the  accompanying  reports  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  A.  French,  commanding  Southfield,  (2,)  and  Acting 
Enaign  6.  W.  Barrett,  commanding  Whitehead,  (3.) 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Ckfmmanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron^ 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wtukington  City,  2).  C. 


Eeport  (]f  Lieutenant  Commander  C.  W,  Flusser, 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 
Of  Flymouth,  N,  C,  March  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  I  received  a  note  from  General  Wes- 
adflt  a  copy  of  which  1  enclose.     Half  an  hour  after  its  reception  I  was  under 
ly  in  the  Southfield,  with  the  Whitehead  in  company,  bound  up  the  Chowan 


In  the  mouth  of  the  Chowan  I  met  the  steamer  Massasoit,  and  was  informed 
that  the  Bombshell  was  above  Pettishore,  and  cut  off  by  artillery  and  in£uitry 
•tationed  at  that  point 

The  Massasoit  had  been  prevented  from  running  into  the  trap  by  receiving 
warning,  when  a  mile  below  the  battery,  from  one  of  the  Bombshell's  men,  sent 
through  the  swamp  to  give  notice  of  her  situation. 

I  had  received  information  some  weeks  previously  from  the  man  whom  the 
rebels  forced  to  show  them  the  place-— an  old  steamboat  captain  on  the  Chowan, 
and  lately  a  master  in  the  rebel  navy — that  ten  torpedoes  iiad  been  placed  in  the 
channel  (which  is  there  little  more  than  one  hundred  yards  wide)  at  Pettishore, 
so  I  dared  not  attempt,  with  boats  of  such  great  draught — the  Whitehead  was 
drawing  7 J  feet,  the  Southfield  9J — to  run  by. 

Just  bt'iore  dark  we  came  near  the  supposed  position  of  the  battery.  I  went 
on  board  the  Whitehead,  moved  up  slowly,  and  the  wind  being  across  the  river, 
was  about  to  anchor,  so  that  the  rifled  100-pounder  might  be  brought  to  bear 
np  stream,  when  the  rebels  opened  fire  on  us  with  a  field-piece,  about  six  hun- 
dred yards  off.  The  anchor  was  kept  fast,  the  port  guns  brought  to  bear,  ai.d 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  returned  briskly.  In  a  few  minutes  it  became  too  dark 
to  fire  with  any  accuracy  or  to  manoeuvre  the  boat  without  danger  of  grounding, 
so  we  dropped  back  a  mile  and  anchored  between  swamps  for  the  night. 

I  intenaed  sending  a  small  boat  up  that  night  with  an  order  to  the  Bomb- 
shell to  run  down  next  morning,  but  the  enemy  had  possession  of  both  sides 
of  the  narrow  river,  with  fires  on  both  banks,  which  so  lit  up  the  stream  that 
BO  boat  could  pass  unseen.  At  two  o'clock  next  morning  1  sent  two  soldiers 
on  shore  to  make  their  way  through  the  swamp  to  the  Bombshell,  carrying 
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a  letter  to  her  captain,  saying  that  if  he  would  come  down  daring  the  day  I 
would  silence  the  battery.  He  was  to  fire  a  gun  when  he  was  ready.  At  11 
a.  m.  the  soldiers  returned,  saying  the  enemy  were  on  all  the  pathe  through  thi 
swamp,  and  that  they  had  been  unable  to  reach  the  Bombshell.  They  further 
reported  a  large  force  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river — ten  thouBand  men,  with 
artillery  ;  that  more  artillery  had  bcf'.n  sent  for,  and  that  on  the  Sunday  pie- 
ceding  (this  was  Wednesday)  an  order  had  been  sent  to  Murfreeshoro' fora 
32-pounder.  As  soon  as  the  soldiers  returned,  we  moved  up  and  opened  fiie  on 
the  place  irom  which  we  had  received  a  fire  the  evening  before.  Shortly  after 
we  opened  tiie  Bombshell  commenced  firing,  and  from  the  sound  of  her  gau 
I  knew  i^he  was  approaching.  Receiving  no  return  from  the  field-pieee,  we 
fired  at  the  supposed  position  of  the  battery  about  one  mile  above  ua.  The 
battery  was  so  posted  in  the  bend  as  to  command  the  approach  from  abon^ 
while  it  could  not  bring  a  gun  to  bear  down  stream,  consequently  we  hod  a 
enfilading  tire  on  it.  At  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  I  dropped  down  the 
Southfield  to  give  tlie  men  dinner,  leaving  the  Whitehead  to  fire  slowly  with 
her  rifled  gun.  The  Bombshell  had  then  been  for  an  hour  within  sound  of  onr 
steam-wh little,  and  I  had  repeatedly  signalled  her,  by  three  long  blasts,  to  come 
down.  She  answered  the  signal,  but  did  not  obey.  The  position  of  the  bat- 
tery was  hidden  from  us  at  all  times  by  an  intervening  point,  over  which  we 
fired,  while  the  Bombshell  had  it  in  plain  view,  so,  aluiough  there  was  no.re- 
spouse  from  it,  as  she  kept  firing,  I  supposed  the  rebels  were  still  there  and 
reserving  their  fire  until  she  should  pass  immediately  under  their  guns. 

I  learned  from  the  Massasoit,  when  I  met  her  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chowaii 
that  the  Bombshell  had  been  firing,  at  nine  oVlock  the  previous  evening  so  I 
feared  slui  might  have  been  carried  by  boarders.  I  therefore  sent  a  note  to 
General  Wesnels,  saying  that  if  he  would  send  me  a  hundred  soldiers  in  bcTt 
putting  up  some  hay  or  bales  of  cotton  to  protect  them  from  musketry,  I  wovld 
take  charge  of  her,  run  the  battery,  and  retake  the  Bombshell. 

The  Massasoit  came  up  with  ninety  men,  but  with  orders  not  to  go  under  the 
guns  of  the  battery;  so  if  1  had  needed  her,  she  would  have  been  nselesa. 

There  Was  another  bluff  three  miles  below,  which  I  thought  the  rebels  m\A\ 
fortify  and  make  it  very  diflScult  to  pass.  I  determined,  therefore,  to  Ire 
briskly  for  half  an  hour  after  dinner,  and  if  the  Bombshell  had  not  appeared  M 
the  expiration  of  that  time,  to  convoy  the  Massasoit  below  the  lower  bluff  with 
the  'Soutl. field,  leaving  the  Whitt^head  to  bnng  off  such  of  the  crew  of  the 
Bombshell  as  could  reach  her,  provided  the  capbiin  should  determine  to  destroy 
her  and  t^ike  to  the  swamp.  He  had  expressed  an  intention  to  do  so,  rather 
than  run  the  battery. . 

As  we  got  under  way,  after  dinner,  the  Whitehead  signalled  a  boat  com- 
ing. The  captain  of  the  Bombshell,  afraid  to  run  the  battery  in  the  steamer,  had 
risked  four  men,  in  an  open  boat,  in  broad  daylight,  where  they  must  sorely 
have  been  captured,  if  an  enemy  was  there.  lie  sent  me  word  that  he  had  t 
large  number  of  people  on  board,  in  addition  to  his  crew ;  that  he  was  out  of 
provisions  and  short  of  coal,  and  that  he  feared  to  come  down,  as  he  thought 
the  enemj  had  masked  batteries.  I  sent  the  boat  immediately  back  with  • 
message  that  tlie  enemy  had  gone,  or  his  boat  would  have  been  intercepted,  hot 
that  if  rlicre  were  any  batteries  I  would  silence  them ;  and,  finally,  if  he  weie 
not  down  in  an  hour  I  would  leave  him.  Shortly  afterwards  he  rounded  the 
point  and  came  down  unmolested.  We  then  moved  down  together,  firing 
briskly  from  the  Southfield  at  the  lower  bluff  till  we  ascertained  there  wtf 
nothing  there. 

I  have  been  thus  lengthy,  in  this  report,  as  I  desire  you  to  understand  the 
reason  of  the  expenditure  of  so  much  ammunition,  about  which  I  feel  some- 
what mortified. 

The  cucBoy,  no  doubt,  moved  off  at  daylight  of  the  2d  instant.     All  the 
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ammiiiiition  of  the  second  day  was  wasted  throngb  the  cowardice  of  the  cap- 
tein  of  the  Bombshell.    His  boat  was  scarcely  worth  it. 

I  mentioned  the  report  of  the  presence  of  a  large  rebel  force  on  the  north 
Imnk  of  the  Chowan.  To-day  I  learn  from  Edenton  that  Rickett's  division  is 
oiret  there  after  provisions.  Rumor  says  there  or  ten  to  fifteen  thousand  mei>— 
no  doabt  a  great  exaggeration. 

If  it  is  necessary  to  have  those  army  gunboats,  (and  I  have  thought  from 
tiie  meagre  shipments  of  seamen,  and  the  large  number  of  seafaring  men  en- 
Bsting  in  the  army,  it  would  be  well  to  give  the  military  control  of  the  inner  wa- 
ters to  them,  and  to  put  us  on  the  deep, )  they  should  at  least  be  commanded 
bj  people  holding  commissions  from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  oy  irresponsible  persons  appointed  by  quartermasters. 

I  enclose  reports  of  Captains  French  and  Bjirrett,  with  a  sketch  by  A.  M. 
Newman,  of  the  Southfield's  lOO-pouiidcr,  which  burst,  I  regret  to  say,  at  the 
fint  fire,  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist  instant 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  FLUSSER, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lrb, 

Com^dg  N,  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va, 

P.  S. — I  have  just  learned  that  the  enemy  had,  at  Pettishore,  five  hundred 
men  and  four  pieces  of  artillery ;  that  they  left  shortly  after  we  opened  fire 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  stating,  as  a  reason  for  moving,  that  our 
gmis  were  of  such  long  range  that  we  could  reach  them  while  lying  beyond 
their  range.  They  were  at  Pettishore  to  cover  the  transportation  of  pro-  • 
idsions  across  the  river  from  the  northern  bank. 

We  have  a  rumor  here  of  a  great  Union  victory  at  Suffolk. 

The  draught  of  the  Bombshell  was  3^  feet,  and  of  the  Massasoit  5^,  so  they 
might  have  passed  over  obstructions  on  which  our  boats  would  strike. 

C.  W.  F. 


BespectfuUy  submitted  to  the  admiral : 

I  have  thought  for  some  time  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  subject   of 
army  gunboats  in  the  sounds,  commanded  by  irresponsible  persons. 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
ComwV  U.  S.  N,f  and  Sen^r  Naval  Officer  in  the  sounds  of  N,  Carolina, 


[   Deffpatch  from  Brigadier  General  WesseUs  to  Lieut.  Commander  Flusser, 

Plymouth,  March  1,  1864. 

Captain  :  The  Bombshell,  and  perhaps  the  Massasoit,  are  said  to  be  cut  off 
at  Pettishore.  I  would  suggest  that  you  send  one  or  two  of  your  boats  to 
relieve  them,  if  possible. 

In  haste,  yours, 

H.  W.  WESSELLS, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 
Captain  Flussbr, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ckas.  A,  French. 

Units  D  States  Stbambr  Sodthfield* 

Off  Plymouth,  Mofrtth  5,  186i. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  this  vessel  left  her  anchorage  here  at  11^ 
a.  m.  on  the  Ist  instant,  with  yourself  on  board,  and  the  Whitehead  in  com- 
pany, to  endeavor  to  rescue  the  army  gunboat  Bombshell,  cut  off  by  rebel  bat* 
teries  on  the  Chowan  river,  where  they  were  said  to  have  six  pieces  light  artil- 
lery, and  about  three  hundred  men.  When  about  forty  miles  up  the  Chown, 
it  being  about  sunset,  we  opened  fire  on  the  point  at  which  we  Bupposed  theit 
batteries  were  placed,  and  succeeded  in  drawing  the  enemy's  fire,  which  wv 
kept  up  quite  brisk  until  dark ;  most  of  their  shots  being  directed  to  the  Wlut^ 
head,  she  being  in  the  advance  with  yourself  then  on  board  of  her ;  we  then  bj 
your  order  dropped  below  the  banks  and  anchored  for  the  night.  The  Bomb- 
shell commencrd  firing  above  the  battery  soon  after  we  opened,  but  made  w 
attempt  to  run  by  and  join  us.  I  regret  to  inform  you  that  during  the  ^ 
gagement,  and  on  the  first  fire  of  the  100- pounder  Parrott  rifle  No.  1,  it  bunt* 
breaking  the  carriage  and  throwing  a  large  piece  of  metal  clear  of  the  ship,  iato 
the  riv(>r  alongside.  The  burst  extends  from  about  two  inches  under  the  hiod 
to  two  feet  fr)rward  of  centre  of  trunnion,  taking  more  than  half  the  bore  Ibrt 
part  of  the  way,  and  carrying  with  it  one-half  port  trunnion.  In  order  to  giTe 
a  more  accurate  idea,  I  have  had  a  drawing  made  with  top  and  side  TieWi 
which  you  will  find  enclosed.  I  am  happy  to  say  no  one  was  injured  by  the 
explosion. 

On  the  next  morning,  March  2,  we  again  opened  on  the  point  from  whiek 
they  fired  the  preceding  day,  but  got  no  response.  The  Bombshell,  however, 
commenced  firing  again,  and  answered  our  steam  whistle,  but  made  no  attempt 
to' join  us  until  late  in  the  day,  when  she  came  down  unmolested,  the  enemy 
having  evacuated ;  and  by  your  order  we  returned  to  our  station  off  PlymontL 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  having  this  gun  immediately 
replaced  with  another,  as  we  already  have  one  nine-inch  gun  on  this  end  of  the 
vessel  disabled  more  than  a  year  ago,  (a  report  of  which  has  been  forwarded,) 
leaving  us  now  with  only  one  perfect  gun  (nine-inch)  in  battery  forward,  leii- 
dering  our  ram  almost  useless  in  an  engagement  with  a  vessel,  as  we  shonld  be 
obliged  to  run  her  the  other  end  forward,  in  order  to  use  the  three  nine-inch 
guns  that  are  in  battery  there. 

Permit  me  also  to  suggest  that  the  gun,  when  replaced,  be  fitted  to  work  oo 
centre  pivot. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  CknninanBiiMg. 

Lieut.  Com.  Chari.es  W.  Flusskr, 

Senior  Officer^  Albermarle  SouTid, 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  G,  W,  Barrett. 

United  States  Steamer  Whitbhbad» 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  March  4,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  yotir  order,  I 
started  from  this  place  at  11.30  a.  m.  of  the  1st  instant,  and  proceeded  in  eom- 
))any  with  the  United  States  steamer  Southiield  up  the  Chowan  river,  toft  Aa 
purpoAO  of  dislodging  the  enemy,  who  had  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  wobj 
steamer  Bombshell  by  planting  artillery  on  the  bluffs  at  PettiahoTB.     NotUag 
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ef  importance  traDspired  until  we  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bluff,  where  we 
supposed  the  enemy  to  be  posted.  I  proceeded  cautiously  up  the  river  in  ad- 
Tance  to  reconnoitre  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  enemy's  position.  At  6  p.  m. 
the  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  with  two  field-pieces,  at  the  distance  of  six  hun- 
dred yards,  uieir  guns  being  masked  behind  the  dense  foliage  on  the  elope  and 
erest  of  the  river  bank.  We  promptly  returned  the  fire  with  shell  and  shrap- 
nell  from  our  100-pounder  rifle  and  24-poundcr  howitzers,  silencing  the  enemy's 

fans  in  about  fifteen  minutes.  Aa  it  was  now  getting  quite  dark,  we  dropped 
own  the  river  about  a  mile  and  came  to  anchor  near  the  steamer  ^outhfield  for 
the  night,  concealing  lights  and  using  every  precaution  to  guard  against  sur- 
prise. At  11  a.  m.  of  the  3d  I  weighed  anchor  and  proceeded  up  the  river,  in 
obedience  to  your  orders,  in  company  with  the  United  States  steamer  South - 
field.  At  12  o'clock  opened  fire  with  100  pounder  rifle,  shelling  the  woods  and 
bluffs,  but  the  enemy  did  not  reply.  At  4  p.  m.  the  army  steamer  Bombshell 
•teamed  down  the  river  past  the  bluffs  unmolested,  and  reported  that  the  enemy 
had  lefL  I  started  for  this  place  at  5  p.  m.,  and  arrived  here  at  10  p.  m.  of  the 
flame  day. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  the  officers  and  crew  under  my  command 
performed  their  duties  in  a  cool  and  efficient  manner.  I  have  no  casualties  to 
report,  with  one  exception — that  of  Thomas  H.  Johnston,  who  had  his  arm  se- 
▼csrely  injured  by  the  recoil  of  rifle  gun,  of  which  he  was  second  captain. 

The  following  is  a  correct  account  of  the  ammunition  expended  on  board  this 
▼easel  during  tlie  engagement,  viz. :  forty-two  (42)  100-pounder  rifle  shell,  per- 
cussion ;  two  (2)  1^-inch  shell,  100-pouuder  lifle ;  thirty-three  (33)  shrapnell 
for  24-pounder  howitzer,  fixed  ammunition  ;  four  hundred  and  twenty  (420) 
pounds  common  powder,  10-pouud  charge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen^ant, 

G.  W.  BARRETT, 
Acting  Ensign,  Commanding. 
Lieut  Com.  G.  W.  Flussbr, 

Semor  Naval  Officer,  Albemarle  Sound. 


EXPEDITION  TO  CAPTURE  SLOOPS  NEAR  8WANSB0R0\  N.  C,  &c. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Cfff'  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  enclosed  a  report  (with  its  enclosure)  dated  29th  ultimo, 
from  Commander  B.  M.  Dove,  of  the  failure  of  an  expedition  arranged  by 
Colonel  Jourdan,  of  the  army  commanding  at  Beaufort,  and  himself,  with  the 
rea^tons  of  this  failure. 

The  object  of  this  expedition  was  the  capture  or  destruction  of  two  (2) 
Bchmmers  near  Bwansboro',  and  the  capture  of  the  force  and  supposed  battery 
on  the  south  end  of  Bogue  island.  The  force  employed  consisted  of  about  two 
hundred  (200)  soldiers  and  forty-five  (45)  sailors.  They  were  embarked  on  the 
Britannia  on  the  24th  ultimo,  and  two  flats,  a  launch,  (with  a  howitzer,)  and 
two  (2)  small  boats  were  taken  in  tow  to  land  them.  They  arrived  off  Bogue 
inlet  about  lip.  m.,  by  which  time  the  weather,  which  was  fair  at  the  time  of 
starting,  had  changed.  A  strong  BE.  wind  came  up,  with  heavy  swells.  But 
two  boats  got  inside;  others  grounded  in  the  attempt,  and  got  off  and  returned 
to  the  Britannia  with  difficulty.  The  two  (2;  that  had  succeeded,  being  un- 
mpported,  also  returned.  In  the  second  attempt,  one  of  the  launches  got  into 
Bear  inlet  and  proceeded  up  Bear  creek ;  the  party  succeeded  in  burning  a 
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schooner,  and  brought  off  about  twenty  (20)  contrabands.  They  were  not  able  to 
return  to  the  Britannia,  owing  to  the  high  wind  and  sea,  and  she  web  obliged  to 
seek  an  offing.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  she  stood  in  toward 
the  bar  and  fired  guns  to  attract  attention,  but  saw  nothing  of  the  flat,  and  nv 
turned  to  Beaufort  about  noon.  The  losses  were  one  flat,  two  launches,  and 
two  small  boats  stove  ;  a  negro,  who  refused  to  leave  the  launch  when  ordered, 
was  drowned,  llie  howitzer  was  saved,  but  all  the  ammunition  lost. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  ConCdg  N.  A.  B,  Squadrcm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Commander  B,  M.  Dove. 

United  States  Naval  Station, 
Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  March  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  A  well  planned  expedition,  by  Colonel  Jourdan  and  myself,  was  fiw- 
trated  by  circumstances  beyond  our  control. 

The  colonel's  scouts  reported  two  schooners  near  Swansboro*— — one  cotton 
loaded,  the  other  from  Bermuda.  It  was  gotten  up,  therefore,  for  the  captore 
or  destruction  of  these,  as  also  to  capture  the  force  and  supposed  battery  on 
the  south  end  of  Boguc  island. 

The  colonel,  with  his  st^ff  and  about  two  hundred  soldiers,  also  parties  of 
fifteen  sailors  each  from  the  Cambridge,  Keystone  State,  and  Florida,  en- 
barked  on  board  the  Britannia  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  instant.  She  took 
in  tow  for  landing  them  two  schooner- rigged  flats,  a  launch  with  howitzer,  and 
two  small  boats,  and  sailed  about  sunset ;  fine  weather  and  bright  prospects. 

They  arrived  off  Bogue  inlet  about  lip.  m.,  and  disembarked  the  troops,  die 
sailors  managing  the  Hats  and  launches.  By  this  time  the  weather  became 
overcast,  wind  raised  from  the  southeast,  and  a  heavy  swell  came  on.  Bevcnl 
of  the  boats  grounded,  not  being  able  to  find  the  channel.  Gunner  Hines,  with 
his  boat  and  another,  got  inside ;  but  the  others  not  being  able  to  follow,  he  re- 
tuined  after  landing.  With  much  difficulty  the  boats  were  gotten  off  agaiii, 
and  the  men  safely  on  board  the  Britannia.  The  wind  and  sea  became  tremen- 
dous, and  nothing  else  could  be  done  except  to  give  attention  to  the  vessel. 

In  a  second  attempt  one  of  the  schooners,  with  Lieutenant  King,  of  the  arniTi 
with  forty  soldiers  and  twenty  sailors,  went  into  Bear  inlet,  and  up  Bear  creeki 
where  they  burned  one  schooner,  and  brought  off  some  twenty  or  more  contra- 
bands. 

Not  being  able  to  return  to  the  Britannia,  she  stood  up  Bogne  sound,  and  a^ 
rived  safely  at  Morchead  city  at  4  a.  m.  of  the  26th. 

The  howitzer  and  carriage  were  gotten  out  of  the  launch,  but  the  sea  was  too 
heavy  for  them,  and  they  broke  adrift  and  were  driven  high  np  on  the  beack 
badly  stove. 

After  weathering  the  gale,  the  Britannia  returned  about  noon  of  the  26tL 
One  flat,  the  launch,  and  the  two  boats  were  lost.  One  contraband  was  drowned 
in  consequence  of  his  not  obeying  orders  to  leave  the  flat.  The  ammunition  of 
the  howitzer  was  also  lost. 

Enclosed  is  Lieutenant  Commanding  Huse's  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BEN  J.  M.  DOVE,  CamnMndtr. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginitu 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Huse. 

United  States  Steamer  Britannia, 

Beaufort,  North  Carolina^  March  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  having  received  on  board  Colonel  Jourdan' 

•rith  a  detachment  of  200  of  the  158fh  regiment  New  York  State  volunteers* 

rIbo  parties  of  twelve  men  from  the  United  States  steamer  Cambri^e,  Key- 

»ne  State  and  Florida,  I  started  at  5  p.  m.,  24th  instant,  for  Bogue  inlet, 

iving  in  tow  two  lighters,  one  launch,  and  one  small  boat.     At  7  p.  m.  towed 

outer  buoy,  weather  fine,  with  light  easterly  wind.     At  10.30  came  to  off 

l>      le  inlet  and  commenced  embarking  troops  and  sailors.     At  11.20  p.  m.  last 

boai*  left  the  ship,  all  the  sailors  in  the  boats  being  under  the  command  of 

Acting  Master  Joseph  S.  Cony. 

At  2  a.  m.  25th  a  boat  returned,  reporting  the  launch  and  some  other  boats 

aoable  to  cross,  and  aground  among  the  breakers.     At  daylight  all  the  boats 

returned  to  the  ship,  only  three  having  succeeded  in  getting  inside ;  weather 

looking  threatening,  and  easterly  swell  making  fast.    At  7  a.  m.  one  lighter,  with 

1       Y  of  soldiers  under  Captain  Cuff,  and  six  sailors  under  Acting  Ensign 

rj.  Wandcll,  crossed  the  bar  and  made  an  attempt  to  reach  a  schooner  said 

EO  oe  loaded  with  cotton,  lying  about  six  miles  from  Swansboro'.     At  the  same 

\        another  lighter,  with  a  party  of  soldiers  under  Lieutenant  King,  and  a 

ij  of  sailors  under  Acting  Ensign  Small,  of  the  Cambridge,  left  the  ship  on 

expedition  up  Bear  inlet. 

At  10.20  the  ligh  er  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Wandell  returned  to  the 

p,  having  been  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  from  the  banks  of  the  river  near 

C      Asboro,  and  being  unable  to  effect  a  landing  without  considerable  loss. 

At  11  a.  m.  the  lighter  was  sent,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Lovell,  with  a 

y  of  sailors  and  soldiers  to  support  the  other  lighter. 

¥v]ud  and  sea  risin;;  fast,  at  1.30  the  lighter  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 

^Tell  returned  to  the  ship  ;  sea  running  high,  with  fresh  gale  from  southeast. 

rook  the  men  from  the  lighter  in  a  small  boat  with  line ;  got  all  on  board  safely 

iceptone  negro,  who  refused  to  leave  and  remained  to  steer.     Wind  and  sea 

isiil  increasing,  we  stood  out  for  an  offing.     Hauled  launch  alongside  and  sue- 

seeded  in  getting  the  12-pound  rifle  howitzer  out;  was  obliged  to  cut  her  adrift 

lOOQ  after,  her  tow-line  becoming  foul  of  our  rudder.     Run  a  line  with  buoy  at- 

Ac    d  to  try  and  save  the  negro,  but  he  did  not  avail  himself  of  it.     The 

er  now  broke  adrift,  the  foremast  to  which  the  hawser  was  made  fast  being 

led  away ;  he  was  drowned  while  attempting  to  come  on  board  on  the  haw- 

'  vhich  still  remained  fast  to  the  wreck.     The  other  lighter  at  this  time  (3 

m.)  lying  at  anchor  inside  the  bar,  unable  to  cross  on  account  of  the  surf. 

At  4.30  we  came  to  with  both  anchors,  sixty  fathoms  chain.    Blowing  a  heavy 

(ale  from  SE.  and  SSE.,  witli  very  high  sea. 

26tb,  at  daylight,  wind  having  moderated,  stood  on  for  the  bar  to  find  the 
itlier  lighter.     Fired  two  guns  to  attract  attention. 

Laid  to  until  9  a.  m.,  and  seeing  nothing  of  her,  got   under  way  for  this 
uurbor,  where  we  arrived  at  12  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  HUSE, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding, 
Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

C'jmmanding  North  Staiion^  Beaufort,  North  Carolina, 
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THREATENED  ATTACK  ON  PLYMOUTH,  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Off  Nfiwporl  News,  Virginiut  April  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser,  United  States  steamer  Mianii,  repofti, 
under  date  of  April  17,  that  the  enemy  are  around  Plymouth,  and  that  the 
gunboats  had  been  fired  on  twice  on  that  day.  One  man  was  killed  and  sevenl 
woundedtfon  the  Ceres.  He  expected  an  attack  about  daylight  on  the  followinf 
morning  (yesterday,)  but  feels  confident  of  success,  and  says  he  does  not  need 
re-enforcements. 

The  enemy  are  supposed  to  bo  about  ten  thousand  (10,000)  strong. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral^  Commanding  N,  A,  B.  /Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


ATTACK  UPON  PLYMOUTH,  NORTH   CAROLINA.— DEATH  OF  LIEUTENAKT 

COMMANDER  FLUS8ER. 

Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Off  Neu:port  News,  Virginia,  April  23,  1864. 

Sir  :    I  herewith  communicate  to  the  department  Lieutenant  Commandflr 
Flusser's  despatch  of  the  18th  instant,  received  this  evening.     It  is  profcdUr 
the  last  despatch  penned  by  him,  as  it  was  written  at  half  past  nine  (9  J)  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  and  at  half  past  three  (3^)  o'clock  the  next  roomiiff 
he  was  killed  on  the  deck  of  the  Miami,  before  Plymouth,  in  a  night  action  irili 
a  ram.    This  bruve  officer  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  a  citlseu  of  Kentoeky* 
His  patriotic  and  distinguished  services  had  won  for  him  the  respect  and 
of  the  navy  and  the  country.     He  was  generous,  good,  and  gallant,  and  nu  i 
timely  death  is  a  real  and  great  loss  to  the  public  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  Jr.  XiEEt 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  N,  A,  B.  Squadnnu 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  StSAMER  Miami, 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  April  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  We«have  been  fighting  here  all  day.  About  sunset  the  enemy  madei 
general  advance  along  our  whole  line.  They  have  been  repulsed.  There  is  no 
firing  now,  9.35  p.  m.  I  am  fearful  our  upper  fort  may  oe  gone,  but  do  not 
know  anything  certain  about  it.  The  80th  redoubt  repulsed  three  severe  u- 
saults,  but  the  enemy  still  occupy  a  position  near  it.  The  ram  will  be  down  W 
night  or  to-morrow.  I  fear  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  I  ehall  hmrt  ti 
abandon  my  plan  of  fighting  the  ram,  lashed  to  the  Sonthficld.  The  Afiny 
ought  to  be  re-enforced  at  once.  I  think  I  have  force  enough  to  whip  the  IW» 
but  not  sufficient  to  assist  in  holding  the  town  as  I  should  like.  I  to-dar  gvn 
to  Fort  Gray  one  hundred  ( 100)  projectiles  for  Parrott  lOO-poander  rifles  H 
the  enemy  should  make  frequent  assaults.  I  shall  need  a  large  supply  powder 
and  projectiles  for  100-pounder  Parrott,  9-inch  Dahlgren,  two  64-p<  how- 

itzers, and  for  the  Ceres  for  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle.     If  we  whip 
land  force  may  retire. 
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I  have  not  beard  of  any  casnaltiea.  In  the  action  of  yesterday  the  Geres  had 
men  killed  and  seven  wounded ;  of  the  latter,  four  were  officers,  fortunately 
one  of  them  seriously  hurt.     Reports  of  killed  and  wounded  will  be  for- 

irded  at  once,  so  soon  as  time  is  had  to  make  them  out.    At  present  we  are 

T'  busy,  and  the  mail  boat  leaves  in  a  few  minntes. 
hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  AH  antic  Blockading  Squadron,  ' 

U,  S.  Flag' Ship  Minnesota,  of  Newport  News,  Virginia, 


ATTACK  OF  THE  REBEL  RAM  ALBEMARLE. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee. 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  21,  1864. 

Sir  :   I  enclose  copies  of  despatches  just   received   from  Colonel  Shaffer 

sihief  of  staff  to  General  Butler,  as  follows:   (1.)  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  W. 

31ark,  commanding  post  at  Roanoke  island,  to  Captain  J.  A.  Judson,  assistant 

intant  general,  April  19.     (2.)  From  Major  General  Peck  to  Major  General 

S  April  20  m.     (3.)  Same  to  same,  12.30  p.  m.     (4.)  From  Commander 

'export  to  myself,  April  20,  12  m. 

ihe  draught  of  the  ram  is  not  known,  and  it  may  not  be  able  to  pass  Croatan 

L 
'1116  Tacony,  Lieutenant  Commander  Truxton,  a  good  officer,  was  on  her 
'  to  Plymouth  from  Newbem  by  last  previous  accounts  from  Commander 
enport. 
X     I  Miami  has  more  metal  than  any  gunboat  that  can  be  sent  from  here  of 
iDie  draught  to  enter  the  sounds.    An  iron-clad  or  torpedo-boats  are  required 
c        oy  the  ram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Son.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Clark  to  Captain  Judson. 

Hbadquarteus,  Boanoke  Island, 

April  19,  1864. 

R :  The  Ceres  gunboat  is  just  in  with  the  dead^body  of  Captain  Flusser,  of 
li.    The  ram  made  its  appearance  at  3  this  a.  m.,  and  has  sunk  the 
«tnneid  and  disabled  the  Miami,  and  has  full  possession  of  the  river. 
G      I  troops  are  hard  pushed  from  the  point.     Help  is  needed  at  once»  or  our 

vill  be  great. 
J       Ceres  is  on  her  way  to  Newbem.    The  ram  is  formidable,  and  many 
B       y  be  reauired  to  reduce  her. 

xn  great  naste,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  CLARK, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Post. 
P.  8. — ^The  ram  is  below  Plymouth. 
Captain  J.  A.  Judson,  A.  A.  G. 
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Letter  from  Major  General  Peck  to  Major  General  Builer, 

Headquarters  of  Army  of  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Newbem,  North  Carolina,  April  20,  1864 — 12  fi. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  JBit 
received.  I  have  just  sent  the  steamer  General  Berry  Tfith  Captain  Wmlflb 
99th  New  York,  hearing  duplicate  of  this  to  you,  and  also  a  comtnimioatioft 
from  Commander  Davenport,  United  States  navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  con- 
veying siniilaf  information.  I  send  this  also  for  the  reason  that  the  Berry  mj 
not  get  through  the  canal,  or  even  hy  Roanoke  island. 

The  enemy  have  appeared  in  force  in  front  of  Plymouth,  and  attacked  the 
place.  The  ram  has  sunk  the  Southfield,  disahled  the  Miami,  and  has  pawed 
helow  Plymouth.  The  sound  is  prohahly  by  this  time  in  poaaesBion  of  tbe 
enemy,  and  Roanoke  island  will  undoubtedly  soon  be  attacked,  if  it  has  not  been 
already.  Washington  is  also  threatened.  Firing  has  been  heard  in  that 
direction  all  night  and  this  morning.  Unless  we  are  immediately  and  strongly 
re-enforced  both  by  land  and  water,  all  of  eastern  North  Carolina  is  lost  to  a& 
Immediate  action  is  imperatively  necessary.  Captain  Flusser,  of  the  Miami,  is 
killed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
Major  General  Cknnmanding. 

Major  General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Comni'dg  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina^  Fort  Monroe. 


Additional  letter  from  Major  General  Peck  to  Major  General  Buder, 

Headquarters  Army  and  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Newbem,  North  Carolina,  April  20,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  this  morning  received  this  very  bad  news  from  Plynumtlii 
and  enclose  a  copy  of  the  despatcli  for  your  information. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Plymoutli  is  lost  by  this  time,  and  the  nm  will 
probably  come  down  to  Roanoke  island,  Washington  and  Newbem.  UnlflM 
we  are  immediately  and  heavily  re-enforced,  both  by  the  army  and  navy,  Nath 
Carolina  is  inevitably  lost. 

The  ram  is  heavy  and  t^ery  formidable ,  and  none  of  the  gunboats  here  caa 
stand  against  its  power.    The  South  field  is  sunk,  and  the  rest  disabled. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major  General. 
Major  General  Butler, 

Commanding,  Sfc, 


Report  of  Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

United  States  Steamer  Hbtzbl, 
Newbern,  North  Carolina,  April  20,  1864^12  m. 

Admiral  :  I  have  just  received  intelligence  from  Plymouth  that  the  Boutli* 
fieldhas  been  sunk  at  that  place  by  the  ram,  the  Miami  disabled,  and  Lientennl 
Commander  Flusser  killed.    The  ram  is  below  Plymouth,  and  has  potaeanon  cl 
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die  river.  Should  she  come  down  by  the  sounds  you  can  readily  appreciate  the 
dbmuige  she  can  do  to  our  cause.  I  write  this  at  Major  General  Feck's  head- 
quarters, therefore  not  numbered.  The  news  comes  from  the  colonel  command- 
mg  the  post  at  Roanoke  island.  His  despatch  was  dated  yesterday.  The 
affiiir  occurred  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  19th  instant. 

*  Firing  has  been  heard  all  night  and  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Wash- 
iagtoii,  North  Carolina,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  place  is 
attacked  also. 

Major  fieneral  Peck  informs  me  that  doubtless  we  will  be  attacked  in  a  short 
lime.  Hence  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  both  the  army  and  navy  being  strongly 
and  immediately  re-enforced. 

I  intended  to  have  sent  the  Lockwood  to  Plymouth  this  a.  m  with  ammuni- 
tfoQt  but  at  the  request  of  Genera]  Peck  I  detained  her  until  further  intelligence 
from  Plymouth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 

Commander  United  Stages  Navy, 
and  Senior  Officer  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lke, 

ConCdg  N  A,  B,  Squadron,  Flag- Ship  Minnesota. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Win,  N.  Wells, 

Umtki)  States  Steam  Gunboat  Miami, 
Of  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River,  April  23,  1864. 

8lR:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  attack  on  Plymouth, 
North  Carolina,  by  the  rebel  forces;  also  the  engagement  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  of  April,  between  the  hours  of  three  and  tive,  with  the  naval  fleet  and  the 
rebel  iron -clad  ram : 

The  siege  commenced  Sabbath  afternoon,  April  17,  by  an  artillery  fire  upon 
Fort  Gray.  Early  in  the  morning  of  April  18,  between  the  hours  of  three  and 
five,  the  enemy  tried  to  carry  by  storm  Fort  Gray,  but  were  repulsed.  In  the 
•ftemoon  of  the  18th  heavy  artillery  opened  fire  upon  the  town  and  breast- 
worics.  Tiien  the  fight  became  general.  Up  to  this  time  the  gunboats  South- 
field  and  Miami  were  chained  tog(^ther  in  preparation  to  encounter  the  ram. 
They  were  then  separated.  The  Southfield,  moving  up  the  river,  opened  fire 
OTcr  the  town.  The  Miami,  moving  down  the  river,  opened  a  cross-fire  upon 
the  enemy,  who  were  charging  upon  Fort  Williams.  The  firing  being  very 
exmct,  cuut>ed  the  enemy  to  fall  back.  After  three  attempts  to  storm  the  fort, 
at  uino  o'clock  the  firing  ceased  from  the  enemy,  they  having  withdrawn  from 
range.  Commander  Flut^ser  despatched  a  messenger  to  General  Wessells  to 
learn  th<*  result  of  the  day's  fight.  The  messenger  returned  at  10  p.  m.,  having 
delivered  the  message,  and  bearing  one  from  General  Wessels  to  Commander 
Fla«i*er,  stating  that  the  fire  from  the  naval  vessels  was  very  satisfactory  and 
efiective — so  much  so  that  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy  brtke  and 
retreated ;  also  desired  that  the  Miami  might  be  kept  below  the  town  to  prevent 
a  flank  movement  by  the  enemy.  At  10.30  p.  m.,  steamer  Southfield  came 
down  and  anchored  near.  At  12.20  a.  m.,  April  19,  the  Southfield  cnme  along- 
side to  rechain  the  two  steamers  ai«  speedily  as  possible ;  the  ram  having  been 
Been  by  Captain  Barrett,  of  the  Whitehead,  and  reported  by  him  as  coming 
down  the  river.  At  3.45  a.  m.  the  gunboat  Ceres  came  down,  passing  near,  giving 
the  alarm  that  the  ram  was  close  upon  her.  I  immediately  hastened  to  acquaint 
Oommauder  FloBser  of  the  information.     He  immediately  came'  on  deck,  and 
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ordered  both  vessels  to  steam  ahead  as  far  as  possible  and  ran  the  ram  down. 
No  sooner  than  given  was  the  order  obeyed.     Oor  starboard  chain  was  slipped 
and  bells  rang  to  go  ahead  fast.     In  obedience  to  the  order,  the  ateamen  mn 
in  one  minute  moving  up  the  river,  the  ram  making  for  us.     In  lesa  than  two 
minutes  from  the  time  she  was  reported,  she  struck  us  upon  our  port  bows 
the  water-line,  gouging  two  plauks  nearly  through  for  ten  feet;  at  the 
time  striking  the  Southfield  with  her  prow  upon  the  starboard  bowa, 
the  Southfield  to  sink  rapidly.    As  soon  as  tne  battery  could   be    bronght  to 
bear  upon  the  ram,  both  steamers,  the  Southfield  and  Miami,  commenced  filing 
solid  shot  from  the  100-pound  Parrott  rifles  and  11-inch  Dahlgren  gnns;  they 
making  no  perceptible  indentations  in  her  armor.     Commander  Flnsser  fired  the 
three  first  shots  personally  from  the  Miami,  the  third  being  a  ten-second  DsU- 
gren  shell,  11-inch.     It  was  directly  after  that  fire  that  he  was  killed  by  pieces 
of  shell ;  several  of  the  gun's  crew  were  wounded  at  the  same  time.     Our  bow 
hawser  being  .itranded,  the  Miami  swung  round  to  starboard,  giving  the  ram  a 
chance  to  pierce  us.     Necessity  required  the  engine  to  be  reversed  in  motion  to 
straighten  the  vessel  in  the  river,  to  prevent  going  upon  the  bank  of  the  ri 
and  to  bring  the  rifle  gun  to  bear  upon  the  ram.     During  the  time  of  strai 
ening  the   steamer   the  ram   had  also  straightened,  and  was    making  foi 
From  the  fatal  eflects  of  her  prow  upon  the  Southfield,  and  of  our  auat 
injury,  I  deemed  it  useless  to  sacrifice  the  Miami  in  the  same  way. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you  the  death  of  Lieutenant  ( 
mander  Charles  W.  Flusser  in  the  action  with  the  rebel  ram  on  the  momi      k 
April  19.     The  loss  to  the  country  of  such  a  brave,  gallant,  zealous,  and  » 
getic  ofiicer  is  irreparable,  and  of  him  we  mourn.     To  speak  of  him  is  1       » 
praise  him,  for  to  the  last  his  example  was  that  of  patriotism  and  of  hoi 
the  flag. 

Assistant  Surgeon  William  B.  Mann's  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded  htf 
been  previously  forwarded  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  0.  A.  Frenek 
senior  naval  officer  present. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  N.  WELLS, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Offieet' 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sc^uadron^ 

Off  Netoport  New9,  Va.,  April  .22,  1M4 

Sir:  I  send  enclosed  Commander  Davenport's  despatch  (1)  to  me  of  the 
19th  instant — received  on  the  2l8t  instant,  at  4  p.  m.— enclosing  a  copy  (2)  of 
Lieutenant  Commander  Flunser's  cheerful  letter  to  him  of  the  I7th  insttfit;' 
also  a  copy  (3)  of  my  reply  of  the  21rtt  to  Commander  Davenport. 

Doctor  Purr4ell,the  late  medical  officer  of  the  Southfield,  arrived  at  11  o'clock 
last  night.  He  makes  the  enclosod  statement  (4)  relative  to  the  attack  of  the 
rebel  ram  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant,  when  the  Southfield  was  rammed 
and  sunk,  and  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser  was  killed  whibt 
discharging  one  of  the  Miami's  guns. 

I  encIo.^e  also  a  copy  (5)  of  a  {preliminary  report  from  Acthig  Volnntecr 
Lieutenant  French,  late  of  the  Soutlifield,  now  temporarily  commanding  the 
Miami. 

Last  night  I  despatched  the  Commodore  Barney  (Acting  Voluntear 
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Williams,  commanding)  with  a  battery  oijive  9-inch  Dahlgrens,  and  one 
14     tder  Parrott  rifle,  and  to-day  the  Sassacus,  Lieutenant  Commander  Roe 
rea  with  four  9-inch  Dahlgrens  and  tioo  100-pound  Parrott  rifles,  to  report 
Commander  Davenport,  and  to  deliver  to  him  my  instructions,  of  which  I 
ee  a  copy  (6). 
-jk      Sassacns  may  be  delayed  crossing  the  Swash ;  and  there  is  now  frequent 
ication  from  this  to  Newbem. 
i  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

8.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Additional  report  of  Commander  H.  K,  Davenport, 

United  States  Steamer  Hbtzel, 
Off  Newbem,  N,  C,  April  19,  1864—11  p.  m. 

Admiral  :  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser, 
lo  informs  me  that  he  has  written  to  you  direct,  giving  you  the  same  intelli- 

e. 
IB  view  of  the  present  threatening  state  of  affairs,  and  the  hope  that  I  shall 
'  re-enforced,  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  send  a  supply  of  ammnni- 
n  for  one  hundred  pounder  9-inch,  and  twenty-pounder  Parrott.  I  write  in 
,  and  will  send  the  requisition  in  due  form  as  soon  as  I  have  more  leisure. 
J.  shall  send  orders  immediately  to  the  Tacony  to  return  to  Plymouth. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfullvi  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.   DAVENPORT, 
Commander  U.  S.  N,  Senior  Naval  Officer  in  Sounds  of  N,  C. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N  A.  B,  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  C,  W.  Flusser, 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 
Plymouth,  N.  C„  April  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  enemy  are  about  the  town.     They  have  fired  on  us  to-day  pretty 
'ely.    The  Ceres  (with  her  usual  bad  luck)  had  one  killed  and  several 
rounded. 

1  expect  an  attack  about  daylight  to-morrow.    I  feel  confident  of  success,  as 
ar  «B  we  (the  navv)  are  concenied. 

My  plan  of  defence  prevents  me  giving  the  army  what  aid  I  should  wish 
)efore  the  ram  is  whipped. 
You  need  not  be  uneasy  about  the  result.     I  have  written  the  admiral  as  T 
ite  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 
Lieutenant  Commander, 
Commander  U.  K.  Davenport,  ^ 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  inner  waters  of  North  Carolina, 

U,  S.  Steamer  Hetzel,  Netobern,  N,  C, 
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THREATElfED  ATTACK  ON  PLYMOUTH,  NORTH  CABOLINA. 

Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squadbon, 

Off  Newpoj't  NeuoSy  Virginia,  April  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser,  United  States  steamer  Miami,  reporti, 
under  date  of  April  17,  that  the  enemy  are  around  Plymouth,  and  that  the 
gunboats  had  been  fired  on  twice  on  that  day.  One  man  was  killed  and  several 
woundedffon  the  Geres.  He  expected  an  attack  about  daylight  on  the  followioff 
morning  (yesterday,)  but  feels  confident  of  success,  and  says  he  doee  not  need 
re-enforcements. 

The  enemy  are  supposed  to  ho  about  ten  thousand  (10,000)  strong. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Eear-Admiralf  Commanding  N.  A,  B,  tiquadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


ATTACK  UPON  PLYMOUTH,  NORTH   CAROLINA.— DEATH  OF  LIEUTENACT 

COMMANDER  FLUS8ER. 

Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Off  Newport  Neivs,  Virginia,  April  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  communicate  to  the  department  Lieutenant  Command^ 
Flusser's  despatch  of  the  18th  instant,  received  this  evening.  It  is  prohaUf 
the  last  despatch  penned  by  him,  as  it  was  written  at  half  past  nine  (9^)  o'clock 
on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  and  at  half  past  three  (3^)  o'clock  the  next  roomuc 
he  was  killed  on  the  deck  of  the  Miami,  before  Plymouth,  in  a  night  action  iriui 
a  ram.  This  brave  ofiicer  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  a  citizen  of  Kentackj. 
His  patriotic  and  distinguished  services  had  won  for  him  the  respect  and  estMl 
of  the  navy  and  the  country.  He  was  generous,  good,  and  gallant,  and  hii  u- 
timdy  death  is  a  real  and  great  loss  to  the  public  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  N.  A.  B.  Squadnnu 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  StBAMBR  Miami, 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  AprU  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  Wchave  been  fighting  here  all  day.  About  sunset  the  enemy  made  a 
general  advance  along  our  whole  line.  They  have  been  repulsed.  There  is  bo 
firing  now,  9.35  p.  m.  I  am  fearful  our  upper  fort  may  oe  gone,  but  do  not 
know  anything  certain  about  it.  The  80th  redoubt  repulsed  three  eevere  tf* 
saults,  but  the  enemy  still  occupy  a  position  near  it.  The  ram  will  be  down  1^ 
night  or  to-morrow.  I  fear  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  I  shall  have  t» 
abandon  my  plan  of  fighting  the  ram,  lashed  to  the  Sonthficld.  The  annj 
ought  to  be  rc-enforced  at  once.  I  think  1  have  force  enough  to  whip  the  noa 
but  not  sufiicient  to  assist  in  holding  the  town  as  I  should  like.  I  to-dar  gire 
to  Fort  Gray  one  hundred  (100)  projectiles  for  Parrott  lOO-poander  rifle,  tt 
the  enemy  should  make  frequent  assaults,  I  shall  need  a  large  supply  of  powder 
and  projectiles  for  100-pounder  Parrott,  9-inch  Dahlgren,  two  64-poQnder  how* 
itzers,  and  for  the  Geres  for  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle.  If  we  whip  the  lanit  the 
land  force  may  retire. 
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I  have  not  beard  of  any  casaalties.    In  the  action  of  yesterday  the  Geres  had 
iiro  men  killed  and  seven  wounded ;  of  the  latter,  four  were  officers,  fortunately 
t  one  of  them  seriously  hurt.     Reports  of  killed  and  wounded  will  be  for- 
ded at  once,  so  soon  as  time  is  had  to  make  them  out.    At  present  we  are 
r      ''  h      %  and  the  mail  boat  leaves  in  a  few  minutes. 
J.        e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 

lAetUenant  Commander. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^  ' 

Z7.  S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota^  of  Newport  News,  Virginia, 


ATTACK  OF  THE  REBEL  RAM  ALBEMARLE. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee, 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  Newt,  Virginia,  April  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  copies  of  despatches  just  received  from  Colonel  Shaffer 
chief  of  staff  to  General  Butler,  as  follows:  (I.)  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  W. 
Clark,  commanding  post  at  Roanoke  island,  to  Captain  J.  A.  Judson,  assistant 
•dintant  general,  April  19.  (2.)  From  Major  General  Peck  to  Major  General 
',  April  20  m.  (3.)  Same  to  same,  12.30  p.  m.  (4.)  From  Commander 
J  "CQport  to  myself,  April  20,  12  m. 
'J       draught  of  the  ram  is  not  known,  and  it  may  not  be  able  to  pass  Groatan 

1. 
xne  Tacony,  Lieutenant  Commander  Truxton,  a  good  officer,  was  on  her 
wmj  to  Plymouth  from  Newbern  by  last  previous  accounts  from  Commander 
DftTenport. 

The  Miami  has  more  metal  than  any  gunboat  that  can  be  sent  from  here  of 
■uitable  draught  to  enter  the  sounds.  An  iron-clad  or  torpedo-boats  are  required 
to  deatroy  the  ram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N  A.  B.  Squadron* 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Clark  to  Captain  Judson, 

Headquarteus,  Roanoke  Island, 

April  19,  1864. 

Sib  :  The  Ceres  gunboat  is  just  in  with  the  dead^body  of  Captain  Flusser,  of 
tlie  Miami.    The  ram  made  its  appearance  at  3  this  a.  m..  and  has  sunk  the 
Boathfield  and  disabled  the  Miami,  and  has  full  possession  of  the  river. 
.    The  troops  are  hard  pushed  from  the  point.     Help  is  needed  at  once,  or  oar 
»  will  be  great. 

The  Ceres  is  on  her  way  to  Newbern.    The  ram  is  formidable,  and  many 
boats  may  be  reoaired  to  reduce  her. 

In  great  naste^  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  CLARK. 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Poai. 
P.  8.— The  ram  is  below  Plymouth. 
Captain  J.  A.  Judoon,  A.  A.  G, 
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Letter  from  Major  General  Peck  to  Major  Oeneral  Butler, 

Headquarters  of  Army  of  District  of  North  Carolina, 

Newbem,  North  Carolina,  April  20,  18G4 — 12  m. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  despatch  just 
received.  I  have  just  sent  the  steamer  General  Berry  Tfith  Captain  Wbita^ 
99th  New  York,  hearing  duplicate  of  this  to  you,  and  also  a  comtnimioatiiMi 
from  Commander  Davenport,  United  States  navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  eon- 
veying  similaf  information.  I  send  this  also  for  the  reason  that  the  Bony  m^ 
not  get  through  the  canal,  or  even  hy  Roanoke  island. 

The  enemy  have  appeared  in  force  in  front  of  Plymouth,  and  attacked  the 
place.  The  ram  has  sunk  the  Southfield,  disabled  the  Miami,  and  has  passed 
below  Plymouth.  The  sound  is  probably  by  this  time  in  posseeaion  of  the 
enemy,  and  Roanoke  island  will  undoubtedly  soon  be  attacked,  if  it  has  not  been 
already.  Wat>hington  is  also  threatened.  Firing  has  been  heard  in  thit 
direction  all  night  and  this  morning.  Unless  we  are  immediately  and  strongly 
re-enforced  both  by  land  and  water,  all  of  eastern  North  Carolina  is  lost  to  qa. 
Immediate  action  is  imperatively  necessary.  Captain  Flusser,  of  the  Miami,  ift 
killed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
Major  General  Commanding, 

Major  General  B.  F.  Butler, 

ComirCdg  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Fort  Monroe. 


Additional  letter  from  Major  General  Peck  to  Major  General  Butler. 

Headquarters  Army  and  District  op  North  Carolina, 

Newbem,  North  Carolina,  April  20,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  this  morning  receivf^d  this  very  bad  news  from  Plymond^ 
and  enclose  a  copy  of  the  despatch  for  your  information. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  Plymouth  is  lost  by  this  time,  and  the  ram  will 
probably  come  down  to  Roanoke  island,  Washington  and  Newbem.  UnleM 
wo  are  iinmediately  and  heavily  re-enforced,  both  by  the  army  and  navy,  Neith 
Carolina  is  inevitably  lost. 

The  ram  is  heavy  and  very  formidable,  and  none  of  the  gnnboats  here 
stand  against  its  power.     The  Southfield  is  sunk,  and  the  rest  disabled. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major  OeneraL 
Major  General  Butler, 

Commanding,  Sfc. 


Report  of  Commander  11.  K,  Davenport. 

United  States  Steamer  Hbtzbl, 
Newbem,  North  Carolina,  April  20,  1864-^-12  M. 

Admiral  :  I  have  just  received  intelligence  from  Plymouth  that  the  SaoA- 
fieldhas  been  8unk  at  that  place  by  the  ram,  the  Miami  disabled,  and  T  lontonlt 
Commander  Flusser  killed.    The  ram  is  below  Plymoath,  and  haa  pninrniion  rf 
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the  river.  Should  she  come  down  by  the  sounds  you  can  readily  appreciate  the 
damage  she  can  do  to  our  cause.  I  write  this  at  Major  General  Peck's  head- 
quarters, therefore  not  numbered.  The  news  comes  from  the  colonel  command- 
ing the  poAt  at  Roanoke  island.  His  despatch  was  dated  yesterday.  The 
anir  occnrred  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  19  th  instant. 

*  JE^iring  has  been  heard  all  night  and  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Wash- 
iagtODy  North  Carolina,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  place  is 
attacked  also. 

Major  General  Peck  informs  me  that  doubtless  we  will  be  attacked  in  a  short 
time.  Hence  yon  will  see  tlie  necessity  of  both  the  army  and  navy  being  strongly 
and  immediately  re-enforced. 

I  intended  to  have  sent  the  Lockwood  to  Plymouth  this  a.  m  with  ammuni- 
tion, but  at  the  request  of  General  Peck  I  detained  her  until  farther  intelligence 
from  Plymouth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 

Commander  United  States  Navy^ 
and  Senior  Offictr  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina* 
Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  LfcE, 

ConCdg  N.  A.  B,  Squadron,  Flag- Ship  Minnesota. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Wm,  N,  Wells, 

Unitkd  States  Steam  Gunboat  Miami, 
Off  ike  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River,  April  23,  1864. 

Sir:  I  bog  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  attack  on  Plymouth, 
North  Carolina,  by  the  rebel  forces;  also  the  engagement  on  the  morning  of  the 
19th  of  April,  between  the  hours  of  three  and  five,  with  the  naval  fleet  and  the 
rebel  iron-clad  ram : 

The  Hiege  commenced  Sabbath  afternoon,  April  17,  by  an  artillery  fire  upon 
Fort  Gray.  Early  in  the  morninp^  of  April  18,  between  the  hours  of  three  and 
five,  the  enemy  tried  to  carry  by  storm  Fort  Gray,  but  were  repulsed.  In  the 
afternoon  of  the  18th  heavy  artillery  opened  fire  upon  the  town  and  breast- 
works. Tiien  the  fight  became  general.  Up  to  this  time  the  gunboats  South- 
field  and  Miami  were  chained  together  in  preparation  to  encounter  the  ram. 
They  were  then  separated.  The  Soutlifield,  moving  up  the  river,  opened  fire 
OTcr  the  town.  The  Miami,  moving  down  the  river,  opened  a  cross-fire  upon 
the  enemy,  who  were  charging  upon  Fort  Williams.  The  firing  being  very 
exact,  caui*ed  the  enemy  to  fall  back.  Afler  three  attempts  to  Ptorni  the  fort, 
at  nine  o'clock  the  firing  ceased  from  the  enemy,  they  having  withdrawn  from 
range.  Commander  Flusser  despatched  a  messenger  to  (leneral  Wessells  to 
learn  th<*  result  of  the  day's  fight.  The  messenger  returned  at  10  p.  m.,  having 
delivered  the  message,  and  bearing  one  from  General  Wessels  to  Commander 
Flaz*t*er,  stilting  that  the  fire  from  the  naval  vessels  was  very  satisfactory  and 
efitrctive — so  much  so  that  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy  broke  and 
retreated;  also  desired  that  the  Miami  mi^ht  be  kept  below  the  town  to  prevent 
a  flunk  moveiAient  by  the  enemy.  At  10.30  p.  m.,  steamer  Soutlifield  came 
down  and  anchored  near.  At  12.20  a.  m.,  April  19,  the  Soutlifield  cnme  along- 
side to  rechain  the  two  steamers  as  speedily  as  possible ;  the  ram  having  been 
Been  by  Captain  Barrett,  of  the  Whitehead,  and  reported  by  him  as  coming 
down  the  river.  At  3.45  a.  m.  the  gunboat  Ceres  came  down,  passing  near,  giving 
the  alarm  that  the  ram  was  close  upon  her.  I  immediately  hastened  to  acquaint 
Commander  FiuBser  of  the  information.    He  immediately  came*  on  deck,  and 
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Hymen's  ferry,  the  8outbfie1d  was  brought  alongside  the  Miami,  and  the  two 
vessels  were  fastened  together.  At  half-past  3  a.  m.  the  Geres  came  down 
from  picket  duty  at  the  town,  the  Miami  and  Sonthfield  being  at  the  lower 
picket  station,  and  reported  the  ram  coming  down  firing.  The  batteries  on 
shore  did  not  fire.  By  Captain  Flusser's  command  the  two  boats  were  driYOi 
aheiid  direct  upon  the  ram.  She  struck  the  Southfield  slantwise*  and  tore  t 
hole  clear  through  to  the  boiler.  Both  vessels  fired  solid  shot  at  her,  bat  it  had 
no  effect  upon  her  slanting  sides.  The  Southfield  sank  almost  immediately; 
nothing  of  her  stores  were  saved.  The  Miami  continued  firing,  but  it  was  eri- 
dent  that  the  shot  had  no  efiect.  Captain  Flusser  was  killed  in  the  early  mrt 
of  the  action  while  pulling  the  lock-ptring  of  one  of  the  guns  forward.  nJB 
body  is  being  got  ready  now  to  be  sent  away  on  the  Ceres. 

Captain  French  and  some  of  his  officers  reached  the  Miami;  others  wen 
taken  prisoners. 

After  the  ram  had  sunk  the  Southfield,  she  followed  the  Miami»  which 
ste^imed  slowly  down  the  river.  The  ram  fired  two  shells  at  the  Miami  while 
going  down  the  river,  but  they  did  us  no  damage. 

Captain  French  has  held  a  consultation  of  officers  as  to  what  had  beat  be 
done  under  the  circumstlmccs.  The  garrison  at  Plymouth  must  be  captored. 
as  things  now  are.  The  opinions  of  all  the  officers  who  saw  the  ram«and  the 
efiect  of  solid  shot  upon  her,  agree  that  another  attack  would  result  only  in  the 
sinking  of  the  Miami. 

J  have  written  the  above  in  haste  by  Captain  French's  orders,  as  he  has  not 
time  to  write  himself  at  present. 
Very  respectfully, 

FRANK  W.  HACKETT, 
Acting  Assistant  Payma^er. 

Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

tienior  Officer  in  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

P.  S. — Captain  French  is  going  up  to  reconnoitre  in  the  Whitehead.  He  wiD 
report  offici^dly  as  soon  as  possible.  The  ram  was  accompanied  by  the  Cotton 
Planter  steamer. 


Instructions  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee  to  Captain  M,  Smith. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockade  SQUADROif, 
Of  Newport  News,  Va,,  April  23,  1864 — 1  p.  m. 

Sir  :  The  Navy  Department,  by  telegraph  despatch  of  this  date,  directs  me  to 
send  you  to  assume  command  in  the  sound:4  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking,  at  all  hazards,  the  rebel  ram  there,  in  the  best  manner  to  insure  its 
destruction  by  running  it  down  with  the  double-endcrs,  or  in  any  other  manner 
which  my  judgment  or  yours  may  suggest. 

The  Miami  (Commander  Kenshawj  and  the  Tacony  (Lieutenant  Comman- 
der Tnixton,)  are  now  in  the  sounds.  The  Sassacus  (Lieutenant  Commander 
Hoe)  was  sent  there  last  night.  You  will  take  the  Mattabesett  (Commander 
Felnger)  and  the  Wyalusing  (Lieutenant  Commander  Queen)  with  yoo,  and 
leave  with  all  practicable  deb2)atch,  availing  yourself  of  the  present  high  tidee 
to  enter  the  sounds. 

I  send  with  you  two  (2)  officers  who  have  served  in  the  sounds,  and  whoM 
local  knowledge  will  be  useful  to  you. 

I  enclc)r»e  a  copy  of  my  instructional  of  the  21st  instant  to  Commander  Dt- 
venport,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  unless  you  find  occasiou  to  TSIJ 
them  for  a  more  promising  plan  of  attack. 
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Attacking  the  ram  will  to  tsome  extent  intimidate  it,  and  bjr^geUia^aTbng- 

of  it,  or  near  contact,  and  on  side,  holding  position,  and  by  firing  at  the 

e  of  ita  ports,  whether  open  or  shat,  and  on  its  roof,  you  will  disable  and 

re  it.     Your  gnns  should  have  double  breeching,  and  be  loaded  with  heavy 

;e8,  (say  from  fifteen  (15)  to  eighteen  (16)  pounds  of  powder  for  the  nine- 

n  guns)  and  aolid  shot,  and  they  should  be  so  depressed  as  to  fire  as  near  a 

»endicular  line  to  the  slope  of  the  roof  as  practicable. 
if  all  hands  lie  down  when  the  guns  are  fired,  they  will  escape  the  rebound 

dken  parts  from  the  shot. 
Ai  the  time  of  this  attack,  if  some  shell  were  thrown  down  the  ram's  smoke- 

k,  she  might  thus  be  disabled. 

x'he  advantage  of  getting  alongside  and  on  each  side  of  her  is,  that  you  pre- 

rent  her  from  ramning,  and  have  a  controlling  fire  upon  her  roof  and  ports. 

Her  ports  and  btem  are  her  weak  points.     Even  if  her  ports  are  kept  closed,  as 

ber  attack  on  the  Miami  and  Southfield  bows,  you  can,  if  alongside  of  her, 

t  through  them  and  into  her;  and  if  her  roof  is,  as  described,  of  railroad  iron, 

wnh  a  thin  plating  over  it,  the  mechanical  difficulty  of  securing  this  is  such, 

t  it  will  loosen  and  fly  off  under  the  concussion  of  your  heavy  fire,  whilst 

I      in«ide  nuts  and  bolts  will  act  like  canister  on  her  deck,  and  the  concussion 

ecially,  if  her  ports  are  shut,  will  shoclc  and  demoralize  her  crew,  giving  you 

a  complete  victory.     Besides,  you  may  force  her  ashore,  where  the  falling  freshet 

In  the  Roanoke  will  leave  her. 

Be  tore  and  not  leave  the  neutral  point  of  your  wheel-houses  opposite  her 

rts.     Your  wheel-houses  should  be  abaft  or  forward  of  her  roof — better  abaft. 

The  department  seems  to  prefer  ramming.     This  ram  is  reported  to  be  of  the 

1  Merrimac  model ;  if  so,  heavy  logging  and  a  knuckle  ironed  over,  make 

r  sides  strong.     But  ramming  under  high  speed  may  drive  it  in,  or  you  may 

irive  her  ashore,  or  mount  her  ends  (especially  if  in  the  sounds,  with  some  sea) 

.  sink  her. 

J.  entrusted  by  the  department  with  the  performance  of  this  signal  service,  I 
€ave  (with  the  expression  of  my  views)  to  you  the  manner  of  executing  it. 

All  assaults  are  exposed  service,  but  this  assault  has,  with  much  real  risk,  less 
Jian  appears. 
Wisning  you  success  and  promotion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

United  .States  Iron-clad  Roanoke, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  H.  H,  Foster, 

United  Statrs  Steamer  Ceres, 

Off  Newhern,  N.  C,  April  20,   1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  while  on  picket  duty  at  Plymouth,  North 

[Carolina,  with  the  Ceres  under   my   command,   on  the   morning   of  the  19th 

ant,  at  3.30  a.  m.,  I  discovered  the  rebel   ram  coming  down  the  river.     I 

,  down  to  the  Miami   and  informed  Lieutenant  Commander  C.  W.  Flusser 

t  she  was. approaching.     I  then  returned  to  the  Ceres  and  proceeded  to  the 

Qitehead,  (three-quarters  of  a  mile  down  the  river,)  and  informed  her  also  of 

lie  approach  of  the  ram,  during  which  time  the  Miami  and  Southfield  had  en- 

A  her.     I  then  proceeded  towards  the  vessels  engaged,  and  shortly  observed 
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the  Miami  coining  down  the  river.  I  picked  up  a  boat  from  the  Southficld  con- 
taining Acting  Master  W.  F.  Pratt,  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineers  J.  B.F»- 
rana  and  Joseph  Watts,  George  Hendricks,  seaman,  R.  McGra,  landnman. 
Carter  Campbell,  landsman,  and  R.  Hill,  landsman.  I  then  followed  the  Miami, 
which  had  passed  me,  until  ordered  to  go  ahead.  I  communicated  with  the 
Miami  again  at  the  north  side  of  Edenton  bay  and  received  from  her  the  body 
of  the  late  Lieutenant  Commander  C.  W.  Fhiss(T,  killed  during  the  action.  1 
also  received  on  board  Paymaster  Hackett,  of  the  Miami,  the  surgeon  of  the 
Southfield,  wounded.  Acting  Ensign  Hargous,  of  the  Southfiela,  wounded. 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Moran,  of  the  Miami,  wounded,  Captain 
Fiusser's  clerk,  and  six  refugees.  I  then  received  orders  from  Acting  Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant  C.  H.  French  to  proceed  to  Newbera  and  report  to  you, 
wliich  I  did,  stopping  at  Roanoke  ishmd  on  my  way  to  give  Surgeon  PurcelL 
of  the  Soutlifield,  an  opportunity  to  get  to  Norfolk,  also  to  land  the  refugee*. 
I  then  started  for  Newbern  and  reported  to  yourself. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

H.  H.  FOSTER, 
Acting   Master,  Commanding. 
H.  K.  Davrnport, 

Commandir   U,  S    N,,  Senior   Officer,  sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


Additional  Rejwrt  of  Acting  Master  H.  H,  Foster. 

United  Statks  Steamer  Cbrbs, 
Off  Ketchvrn,  North  Carolina^  April  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  pubmit  the  following  report :  that  while  at  Ply- 
mouth, North  Carolina,  on  the  17th  instant,  at  5  40  p.  m.,  I  was  ordered  bj 
Lieutenant  Conniiander  C.  W.  Flusser  to  proceed  with  the  Ceres  under  mj 
command  to  Broad  creek,  Iloanoke  river,  with  despatches  for  United  Sutei 
steamer  Whitehead.  1  immediately  got  under  way  ;  before  reaching  the  lower 
obstructions  near  Fort  Gray  1  observed  a  battery  of  light  guns,  apparently  20- 
pounders,  on  the  ])ort  hand  of  the  river,  wliich  opened  fire  upon  U8,  striking 
the  V('SiS«.»l  several  times,  destroying  one  of  the  boats  and  damaging  the  machin- 
ery, killing  William  Rose,  1st  class  fireman,  mortally  wounding  Samuel  P«* 
call,  shii)*s  cook,  dangerously  wounding  John  Flynn,  landsman,  severely  wound- 
ing George  A.  Dean,  acting  3d  assistant  engineer.  John  Peterson,  seaman,  John 
Benson,  landsman,  slightly  wounding  James  B.  Hopkins,  acting  master's  matc^ 
John  A.  Frank,  acting  3d  assistant  engineer,  and  J.  R.  Sherwood,  acting  H 
assistant  engineer.  I  returned  their  fire  from  the  two  20-pound  Parrott  guns  of 
the  Ceres,  and  at  G  30  ]).  m.  communicated  with  the  Whitehead  and  delivered 
the  despatches,  and  got  under  w/iy  and  proceeded  down  the  river  for  Plymouth  at 
8  35  p  m.  On  getting  in  range  of  the  battery  above  Fort  Gray  they  again 
oj)enedfire  with  artillery  and  musketry,  doing  no  material  damage.  I  returned 
the  fire  as  we  j)assed.  I  arrived  alongside  the  Miami  and  reported  to  Actinff 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  A.  French.  The  surgeon  of  the  Miami  and  SouthfieU 
came  on  board  and  attended  the  wounded.  ( )n  the  moniing  of  the  following 
t'^iy.  by  order  of  Lieutenant  Commander  C.  W.  Flusser,  I  sent  th«5  bodies  oi 
W.  Rose  and  S.  l*ascall  on  .^hore  for  interment,  which  I  was  unable  to  efteU 
(h'aving  them  in  the  basement  of  the  quartermaster's  building  at  Plymoutht) 
as  the  services  of  the  vessel  were  requir(?d.  1  also  sent  Mr.  Dean,  Jonu  Pctei^ 
son,  John  Benson,  and  John  Flynn  to  the  post  hospital.     I  was   well  pleased 
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with  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew.  The  following  amount  of  ordnance 
was  expended,  viz:  14  5-inch  shells  for  20-pound  Parrott,  and  14  cylinders, of 
two  pounds  of  powder  each,  for  the  pame. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servant, 

H.  H.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 
H.  K.  Davexport, 
Commander  U,  S.  N.,  Senior  Naval  Officer,  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  G,  W,  Barrett. 

United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 

OJ^  mouth  of  Roanoke  River,  April  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  during 
the  late  attack  on  IMymouth  by  the  rebels,  which  ended  in  its  capture  by  them. 

At  two  p.  m.  of  the  19th  instant  I  was  ordered  by  Captain  Flusser  to  pro- 
ceed up  the  Roanoke  river,  and  anchor  a  short  distance  below  the  blockade  of 
eunken  schooners,  near  lly man's  ferry,  to  guard  the  blockade  and  watch  for, 
and  give  notice  of,  the  aj)proach  of  the  rebel  ram.  The  United  States  steamer 
Ceres,  which  we  relieved,  then  proceeded  down  to  Plymouth.  At  5.30  p.  m.  a 
rapid  tire  of  artillery  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  town,  the  cause  of  which 
was  ascertained  by  the  arrival  of  the  United  States  steamer  Ceres  at  6.10,  who 
reported  iiaving  bwn  tired  on  by  a  rebel  battery  of  tield-pieces  above  Fort  Gray, 
and  several  of  her  crew  killed  and  wounded.  She  brought  a  despatch  from 
Captain  Flusser,  stating  that  the  rebels  were  said  to  be  approaching  in  force  on 
the  Jamesville  road,  and  warning  me  to  be  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 
The  Ceres  returned  down  the  river  shortly  after  eight  o'clock. 

At  five  a.  m.  of  the  18th  heavy  tiring  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Plymouth, 
which  was  kept  up  during  the  whole  day.  A  boat  from  the  steamer  Ceres  ar- 
rhred  from  Plymouth  with  a  despatch  from  Captain  Flnsser  at  4.30. 

At  8.10  p.  m  the  lights  on  two  steamers  were  discovered  coming  round  the 
bend  of  the  river  al>ov<'  us.  We  immediately  slipped  our  cable,  went  to  quar- 
t**r8f  and  drr»pj)ed  sh)wly  down  the  river,  waiting  to  see  if  the  ram  successfully 
|M9S(><1  the  obstructions. 

In  compliance  with  my  orders,  I  then  sent  up  a  rocket  to  warn  our  forces  at 
Plymouth  of  tlie  n'bel  ram's  approach.  A  moment  afterwards  it  was  answered 
by  a  rocket  from  one  of  the  rebel  steamers,  they  evidently  mistaking  our  signal 
for  one  from  their  forces  near  l*ly mouth.  My  retreat  down  the  river  being  cut 
off  by  rebel  batteries  near  Fort  Gray,  I  was  ordered  by  Captain  Flusser  to  re- 
trt*aU  if  closely  pres.-*ed  by  the  enemy,  by  way  of  the  upper  Thoroughfare. 
When  the  enemy  an.-^wered  my  rocket  I  saw  that  they  had  passed  the  blockade 
of  sunken  vessels,  and  I  steamed  immediately  for  the  Thoroughfare,  which  is  a 
nataral  sluice  connecting  the  Roanoke  and  Cashie  rivers,  and  is  very  narrow 
and  crooked.  As  1  entered  it  the  current  swept  me  over  against  the  bank,  and 
the  vessel  grounded.  A  line  was  run  to  the  opposite  bank,  and  her  bows  swung 
oat  into  ilie  river,  but  her  stern  remained  immovable.  Our  position  at  this 
moment  wa:*  rather  critical,  for  the  rebel  steamers  were  both  close  at  hand,  and 
in  a  few  moments  mon*  they  would  open  the  entrance  of  the  Thoroughfare, 
when  our  presence  would  be  diticovercd.  Fortunately  at  this  time  we  staited 
ahead,  and  ran  for  the  pile  blockade,  which  was  about  tifty  yards  further,  and 
through  which  we  intended  to  force  our  way.  Here  we  stuck  fist  again  between 
the  piled.  The  engines  were  immediately  stopped  and  pcrfj'ct  silence  kept  on 
board,  and  the  rebel  steamer  passed  on  down  the  river  in  full  view  of  us.  The 
engines  were  then  started  ahead  again,  and  we  succeeded  in  forcing  our  way 
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through  the  piles,  though  in  doing  so  we  sustained  serious  damage,  on  accoont 
of  the  shoe,  which  kept  the  heel  of  the  rudder  and  iron  stern  in  place,  being 
wrenched  from  its  fai^tenings  and  lost.  We  then  passed  into  the  Cashie  riyeri 
and  proceeded  with  all  po8t»ible  despatch  for  Plymouth. 

At  12.30  a.  m.  of  the  19th  I  anchored  off  Plymouth,  and  reported  to  Captain 
Flusder  that  the  ram  was  at  War  Neck.  All  was  quiet  until  3.15  a.  m.,  when 
the  steamer  Ceres,  which  had  been  coaling  alongside  tlie  wharf,  came  down  and 
reported  that  the  rebel  ram  was  coming.  A  few  moments  afterwards  the  run 
struck  the  steamer  Southfield,  and  became  wedged  between  her  and  the  Miami 

My  position  was  about  fifty  yards  astern  of  the  vessels  engaged ;  but,  owiog 
to  the  darkness,  I  could  not  deliver  my  fire  without  endangering  our  own  men. 

The  Southfield  sunk  in  a  few  minutes,  and  the  United  States  steamer  Miamit 
becoming  disengaged  from  them,  dropped  slowly  down  the  river.  I  was  tben 
ordered  to  proceed  down  the  river  ahead  of  the  Miami,  keeping  near  her  t> 
render  assistance  if  necessary.  Arriving  at  Albemarle  sound,  we  came  to  in* 
chor  near  the  mouth  of  Roanoke  river.  I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  BARRETT, 
Acting  EnxigMi  Commaudingm 

Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

tSenior  Naval  O^lcer,  sounds  of  N.  C, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  8,  P,  Ijee, 

Hampton  Roads,  ViRoiiMA, 

April  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  enclosed  the  following  reports  in  relation  to  the  recent  attack 
on  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  and  the  sinking  of  the  Southfield:  (1,)  informal 
report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  French,  commanding  Southfield,  (now 
in  command  of  the  Miami,)  dated  April  21 ;  (2,)  a  subsequent  report  from  the 
same  officer  and  of  the  same  date ;  (3  and  4,)  reports  of  Acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon William  B.  Mann  of  the  casualties  on  the  Ceres  and  Miami ;  and  (5)  Ii«t 
of  officer  and  men  from  the  Southfield  who  have  been  accounted  for ;  (6,)  it- 
port  of  Acthig  Master  W.  N.  Welles,  executive  officer  of  the  Miami. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acfivg  Rear-Admirah  Commandivg  N»  A.  B.  Squadt 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  A.  Frmrh* 

TJmtkd  States  Steambr  Miami^ 

Ojf  Roanoke  River,  A/ml  21,  1864. 

Admiral:  On  the  moniing  of  the  19th  I  sent  a  despatch  by  the  pajmaettr 
of  the  vessel,  informing  you  (»f  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Flnsserand 
of  the  loss  of  the  Southfield  by  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle,  command-  d  by  liea* 
tenant  Cook,  formerly  of  the  United  States  navy.  For  the  want  of  time  I 
could  not  go  into  details,  but  requested  the  paymaster  to  give  you  the  putiet* 
lars  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 
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Enclosed  I  send  yon  a  report  of  the  action  direct,  (and  a  copy  to  Commander 
Davenport,)  presuming  you  were  anxious  to  learn  the  state  of  affairs  at  Plymouth 
MB  apeedily  as  possible.  I  shall  also  explain  to  Commander  Davenport  my  rea- 
con  for  so  doing.  In  regard  to  my  conduct  in  this  affair  I  refer  you  more  particn- 
]|tr1y  to  my  report.  Had  I  not  been  confident  that  this  hoat  would  have  met 
the  fate  of  the  Southfield  had  I  enme  in  contact  the  second  time,  I  should  never 
&|ive  left  her ;  but  after  having  had  so  severe  a  test,  I  became  satisfied  that  onr 
•hot  had  no  effect,  and  it  was  worse  than  useless,  in  my  opinion,  to  attempt  to 
nn  on  her  prow.  She  has  two  propellers,  and  can  be  managed  very  expertly, 
ud  has  a  ^at  advantage  over  a  vessel  of  this  kind.  Under  those  disad- 
▼antages  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  withdraw  and  save  these  boats,  for  I  am  fully 
6f  the  opinion  that  nothing  but  an  iron  ram  can  contend  with  her  in  the  river, 
ud  I  trust  my  course  will  meet  your  approval. 

I  am  now  keeping  a  close  watch  of  her  mo\^ments  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
with  the  Whitehead  in  company,  and  shall  remain  until  further  orders  from 
Commander  Davenport.  I  have  received  and  am  receiving  many  escaped  sol- 
diers and  refugees  who  have  taken  to  the  swamp,  and  have  detained  the  army 
transport  Massasoit  for  the  purpose  of  conveyiug  them  to  Roanoke  island. 

The  town  of  I'lymouth  surrendered  to  the  rebels  yesterday,  after  a  desperate 
bat  brave  defence.  I  learn  it  was  unconditional.  Our  loss  very  small ;  that  of 
tbe  rebels  extremely  heavy.  These  particulars  I  get  from  a  reliable  citizen  who 
left  town  after  the  surrender.  I  went  up  in  the  Whitehead  yesterday  in  sight 
of  the  lower  fort,  not  then  knowing  the  result,  and  received  many  persons  who 
bad  taken  to  the  woods.  The  ram  then  lay  abreast  of  the  town.  I  hope  to 
bear  ftom  Captain  Davenport  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FKENCH, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  8. — Since  writing  the  above  I  received  intelligence  from  a  man  just  from 
toi      that  the  ram  was  to  go  to  Koanoke  as  soon  as  arrangements  could  be 
for  her  to  leave. 

Respectfully, 

C.  A.  F. 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Chas.  A.  French. 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 
Off  Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  April  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  off 
Plymouth,  N.  C.     Pnivious  to  the  action,  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser  hav- 
ing received  information  that  we  were  to  be  attacked  by  a  rebel  ram,  had  lashed 
;he  Miami  and  Southfield  tog(>ther,  with  intention  of  engaging  her  in  thip  man- 
ner.    At  4^  p.  m.,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant,  the  attack  was  commenced 
jy  land  forces  of  the  enemy,  driving  in  our  pickets.  At  6  p.  m.  the  enemy  planted 
kbattcry  up  the  river  and  opened  upon  Fort  Gray,  when  Lieutenant  Commander 
Elusser  ordcnd  the  Ceres  up  the  river  to  communicate  with  the  "Whitehead, 
irbich  laid  at  the  upper  obstructions.     She  returned  at  9  p.  m.,  having  lost  two 
Q  and  several  wounded.    The  enemy  ceased  firing  at  10  p.  m.   At  daylight  on 
morning  of  the  18th  instant  heavy  firing  commenced  up  the  river,  and  was 
•pt  up  until  6  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  made  a  general  assault  upon  the  town; 
:  p.  m.  the  Miami  and  Southfield  cast  loose.   The  Southfield  took  position 
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above  and  the  Miami  below  the  town,  and  opened  a  cross  fire  on  the  enemy  until  10 
p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  were  repulsed.  At  1 1  p.  m.  the  Whitehead  retamed  from  th« 
blockade,  and  reported  having  seen  the  ram  pass  through  the  obstructioDS.    The 
Southfield  was  ordered  alongside  this  vessel  to  relash  at  once  ;  but  before  the 
coupling  was  completed,  the  ram  made  her  appearance,  when  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Flusser  ordered  both  vessels  to  go  ahead  fast  and  meet  the  ram.    She 
glanced  along  the  Miami's  port  bow,  and  striking  the  Southfield  on  her  star- 
board bow,  and  her  prow  cut  through  the  forward  store-room  and  into  the  fire- 
room.     Almost  at  the  moment  of  contact  our  two  vessels  opened  a  rapid  fire, 
both  of  great  guns  and  musketry,  which  was  maintained  by  tlie  Southfield  lutil 
she  sunk.     About  three  minutes  from  the  time  of  contact  the  ram  opened  ht 
with  her  bow  pivot  gun,  and  kept  up  a  continuous  hail  of  musketry.     When  I 
found  the  Southfield  sinking,  I  ordered  her  crew  to  leave  in  the  boats ;  at 
moment  the  Miami's  stern  swung  into  us,  and  I  then  ordered  such  men  as  o 
do  so  to  jump  on  to  her  decks,  and  did  so  myself.     On  inquiriog  for  Ca;     u 
Flusser,  I  found  he  had  been  mortally  wounded  at  the  commencement  ot 
action ;  I  then  assumed  command,  and  maintained  the  fire  at  close  quartere 
til  the  ram  backed  off  for  the  purpose  of  running  into  the  Miami ;  I  then  oi       i 
the  three  steamers,  Miami,  Whitehead,  and  Ceres,  to  drop  slowly  down 
river,  avoiding  contact  with  the  ram,  to  wait  till  daylight    As  far  as  we  d 
ered,  our  shots  fell  harmlessly  on  the  iron-clad  sides  of  the  ram.     The  fatal 
of  her  proAv  had  been  but  too  fully  demonstrated  on  the  ill-fated  Southfield, 
under  these  circumstances  I  reluctantly  concluded  to  withdraw  from  the  it 
being  fully  convinced  that  had  we  closed  with  this  vessel,  it  would  have  n 
in  her  loss.     I  am  now  at  its  mouth,  watching  the  movements  of  the  ram-  wi     s 
I  shall  again  engage  her  if  she  attempts  to  come  out,  as  I  shall  have  si 
room  to  avoid  her  prow. 

Annexed  you  will  find  Assistant  Surgeon's  (Miami's)  report  of  killed  anl 
wounded. 

Seven  officers  and  thirty-eight  men  from  the  Southfield  came  on  board  this  vee- 
sel.    The  greater  portion  of  those  missing  are  believed  to  be  prisoners.     I  reg 
to  report  the  death  of  that  gallant  officer,  Lieutenant  Commander  Cbas.  W.  1 
ser,  who  perished  instantly  from  the  effects  of  a  fragment  of  a  shell  n'hile  cheer- 
ing on  and  inspiring  his  men. 

Amount  of  ammunition  expended  on  the  Southfield  during  the  afternoon 
night  wiis  about  two  hundred  rounds.     Trusting  my  conduct  will  meet  y 
approbation, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient   servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FRENCH, 
A,  V.  Lieutenant  Commanding,  late  of  tioutkJidL 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com'dg  N,  A.  B,  Sfjuadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va, 


Casualties  on  hoard  the  Ceres. 


United  States  Steam  Gunboat  Miami, 
Of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  April  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  list  of  casualties  on  board  th* 
United  States  steamer  Cc'res  during  the  action  of  the  17th  iustant : 

Killed. — William  Rose,  iirst-class  fireman. 

Wounded. — Acting  Tiiird  Assistant  EiiginiMir  George  A.  Dean,  ActinS 
Tliird  Assistant  Engineer  John  A.  Frank,  slijrhtly ;  Acting  Third  AMislMt 
Engineer  John  R.  Slierwood,  Acting  Master's  Mate  James  B.  Uopkina»  SaouuI 
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Pa^all,  ship's  cook,  mortally;  John  Peterson,  seaman,  John  Fljnn,  landsman 
ifght  arm  ampatat(^d,  and  John  Benson,  landsman,  severely. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  MANN. 

Asaistarit  Surgeon. 
Lieut.  Com.  C.  W.  Fx.usser, 

Com^dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Miami,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  present. 


Casualties  on  the  Miami, 

UxMTBD  States  Steam  Gunboat  Miami, 
Off  the  mouth  of  Roanoke  River,  April  19,  1864. 

I    B  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  list  of  casualties  on  board 
I  vessel  during  the  action  this  morning : 

Kilfed. — Lieutenant  Commander  Charles  W.  Flusser,  commanding. 
Womnded. — Acting  Ensign  Thomas  G.Hayes  ;  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engi- 
•  Dennis  Harringtori ;   Henry  Scott,  seaman ;   Isaac  Anderson,  seaman ; 
y  Johnson,  seaman  ;  John  Ranking,  seaman  ;  Jeremiah  Lyons,  ordinary 
n ;  Josoph  Eckert,  private,  master's  clerk ;  Charles  J.  Cappas,  lands- 
;  John  O'Heam,  landsman  ;  and  John  Maddox,  landsman. 
lied,  1  ;  wounded,  11. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  MANN, 

Assistant  Surgeon, 
Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  Chablbs  A.  French, 

Senior  Naval  Officer  present. 


Li>J  of  persons  saved  from  the  Southficld, 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 
Off  Roanoke  River,  N,  C,  April  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  officers  and  men,  belonging  to  the  Southficld,  have  been 

counted  for,  and  are  now  on  board  the  Miami : 

"William  F.  Pratt,  acting  master;  J.  R.  Peacock,  acting  en^^ign;  J.  S. Watts, 

ting  third . as8it*tant  engineer;  Robert  Craig,  carpenter's  mite;    Peter  Mc- 

L^reen,   quartermaster;    James    McDonald,   quartermaster;    Thomas   Lynch, 

p's  cook  ;  Michael  Ryan,  captain  of  hold;'  Thomas  Flinn,  1st  class  fireman; 

uaieb   H.  Perry,  2d  class  fireman ;  Michael  Lumott,  2d  class  fireman  ;  John 

Albern,  2d  cabin  boy ;  Albert  Easton,  2d  cabin  boy  ;  William  Gaskin,  2d  cabin 

y ;  Robert  U.  Heild,  seaman  ;  Samuel  B.  Sharp,  seaman  ;  Andrew  Walling, 
m  lan;  James  Brown,  seaman  ;  George  Russell,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Forman, 
Dminary  seaman  ;  James  Cannon,  ordinary  seaman  ;  IT.  M.  Green,  landsman  ; 
Sharper  Brown,  coal  heaver ;  Dick  Boster,  coal-heaver ;  Andrew  Shearer,  1st 
dft»8  fireman ;  Solomon  Williams,  landsman  ;  Thomas  Weaver,  officer's  steward  ; 
Joseph  Gilmore,  ordinary  seaman;  Samue  IHarris,  landsman  ;  I^wis  Archibald, 
Iti  cabin  boy:  Lewis  Latham,  2d  cabin  boy;  Thomas  Lynch,  coal-heaver;  Solam 
K.  Kimball,  landsman;  Manassa  White,  landsman. 

List  of  men  on  hoard  the  United  States  steamer  Whitehead, 

James  Murphy,  captain  forecastle ;  Charles  Frick,  2d  class  fireman ; 
Gfeoree Ellis,  seaman ;  Charles  Merrill,  landsman;  James  E.  Ward,  landsman  ; 
CSiai&a  Rercc,  landsman. 
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List  of  officers  and  men  on  tJie  United  States  steamer  CereSm 

J.  B.  Farrend,  acting  3(1  assistant  engineer ;  George  Herricks,  seaman ;  Gn- 
ter  Campbell,  landsman;  Patrick  McGraw,  landsman  ;  Robert  Hill,  landsman; 
Paymaster  A.  Pool,  Newbem,  North  Carolina  ;  Surgeon  P.  H.  Purcell,  Newbo^ 
North  Carolina ;  J.  W.  Jackson,  surgeon's  steward,  Newbem,  North  Ckrolina;  Job 
Allen,  jr.,  acting  master's  mate,  Taconj. 

RECAPITULATION. 

OflScers,  7  ;  petty  officers  and  men,  42. 

Mr.  Allen,  master's  mate,  was  transferred  to  the  Tacony  as  per  order  cf 
Captain  Truxtun.  The  officers  and  men  to  the  Ceres  and  Whitehead  I  turBel 
over  temporarily,  subject  to  your  orders,  as  their  services  were  much  needei 
The  complement  of  this  ship  is  also  short.  The  officers  and  men  saved  kl 
but  what  they  stood  in ;  and  will  you  please  to  inform  me  what  dispoai  ww 
be  made  of  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  ConCdg  late  SouH^fiM^ 
Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

Senior  Officer,  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Reply  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repreeeutati^k 

Navy  Dbpartmbnt, 
May  9, 1861 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  resolotion  of 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  2d  instant,  directing  the  Been 
the  Navy  to  furnish  the  House  **  with  all  the  information  in  his  possesBion 
cerning  the  construction  of  the  rebel  ram  which  participated  in  ttie  recent 
attack  on  the  United  States  forces  and  vessels  at  and  near  Plymouth ;  i 
inform  the  House  why  the  construction  of  said  ram  was  not  prevented ;  i 
any  steps  were  taken  to  prevent  the  same,  or  to  guard  against  the  action  in 
ram ;  also  what  action  was  taken  in  relation  to  the  subjects  of  this  hiqi 
why  the  same  was  not  effective."  « 

In  conformity  with  the  requirements  contained  in  the  foregoing  i      »U         I 
transmit  herewith  copies  of  correspondence  on  the  files  of  this  depam      n 
tive  to  the  construction  of  the  rebel  ram  referred  to,  and  other  matters  corn      » 
therewith.     I  also  subjoin  a  schedule  of  iron-clad  gunboats  of  light  draught 
process  of  construction,  which,  in  anticipation  of  the  state  of  things  whicn  d 
exists,  were  designed  for  service  in  the  sounds  and  rivers  of  North  Carolina 
the  shallow  interior  waters  elsewhere  on  the  coast.  These  boats  were  contn 
for  as  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  do  so  after  the  necessary  appropriations  Ibi 
construction  were  made  by  Congress,  and  it  will  be  seen  by  the  data  given  v 
most  of  them  were  to  have  been  completed  last  year — some  of  them  as  eari} 
September.     Not  one  has  yet  been  delivered,  and  it  will  be  some  weeks  hd 
one  can  be  made  available  for  service. 

I  have  felt  it  my  duty  on  repeated  occasions  to  call  the  attention  of  CongreM 
to  the  neces^sities  for  a  yard  and  establishment  where  iron  and  armored  vessdi 
could  be  constructed  for  the  government,  but  the  preliminary  steps  for  such  aa 
establishment  have  not  yet  been  taken.  In  the  mean  time  the  department  sal 
the  government  are  wholly  dependent  on  contractors,  who,  if  they  nave  the  will 
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t  possess  the  ability,  to  fumiBh  these  vessels  promptly.    Confiictitig  local 
roversies  in  regard  to  the  place  which  shall  be  selected  and  benefited  by 
proposed  important  national  establishment  for  an  iron  navy,  such  as  the 
Dt  and  future  necessities  of  the  government  require,  have  contributed  to 
'  action  on  this  important  subject.     Having  in  view  economy  as  well  as 
public  necessities,  I  have  at  no  time  recommended  that  the  number  of  our 
y  yards  should  be  increased  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  but  it  is  my  deliberate 
nion  that  no  time  should  be  wasted  in  establishing  at  a  proper  place  a  suita- 
s  yard  where  iron  ships  can  be  made  and  repaired.     We  feel  its  necessity  in 
emergency  which  has  called  forth  the  present  inquiry,  and  not  a  single  con- 
tor  is  able  to  meet  his  engagements,  even  for  one  of  this  class  of  small  ves- 
In  the  event  of  a  foreign  war  with  one  or  more  of  the  principal  maritime 
•wers,  our  condition  would  be  most  unfortunate,  with  no  government  establish- 
for  the  construction  or  repair  of  armored  vessels,  such  as  modern  science 
.  skill  are  introducing. 

ilie  omi'^sion  to  make  provision  for  such  an  establishment,  on  which  the  gov- 

nt  can  always  rely,  is  to  be  regretted.     Had  we  such  an  establishment  at 

lime,  I  should  not  have  been  compelled  to  make  this  exhibit  of  a  want  of 

It-draught  armored  boats  for  such  an  exigency  as  that  which  now  exists  in 

waters  of  North  Carolina,  nor  is  it  probable  that  the  exigency  would  have 

red. 

h  incidental  aid  as  the  navy  could  render  the  army  was  cheerfully  and 

Q<      Y  given  at  Plymouth,  as  it  has  ever  been  given,  always  and  at  all  times 

1  us  aid  and  co-operation  could  be  useful.     It  has  been  less  effective  than 

would  have  been,  even  with  such  boats  as  we  have,  in  consequence  of  the 

[>rtunate  legislation  of  the  last  Congress,  which,  in  its  enrolment  law,  ignored 

I  navy,  subjected  seamen  to  military  draft,  tendered  large  bounties  to  such  as 

came  soldiers,  but  allowed  no  bounty  to  those  who  entered  the  naval  service, 

[  would  not  even  permit  naval  recruits  to  be  credited  on  the  quotas  required 

De  drafted. 

rhe  remedial  legislation  of  the  present  Congress  has  thus  far  effected  compa- 

pvfly  few  transfers.     Some  suggestions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 

,te  in  Marcn  last,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  as  to  what  further  legislation 

i        ry  to  supply  any  deficiencies  of  men  for  the  naval  service,  have  not, 

±  am  aware,  been  reported  upon,  and  many  of  our  vessels,  some  of  which 

1  have  been  ordered  to  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  are  still  without  crews. 

;&oe  corrci^pondence  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee,  and  the  naval  officers,  is 

e  that  there  has  been  no  neglect  or  inattention  on  their  part  at  Plymouth, 

elsewhere  in  that  quarter. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax, 

Speaker  of  Uie  House  of  Representatives. 


30BRESI*0XDENCE  ACCOMPANYING  REPLY  OF  SECRETARY  OF  TIIE  NAVY 

Unitkd  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  NetaSf  Va,,  Ajyril  17,  1863. 

C  :eral:  Permit  me  to  renew  my  previous  suggestions  in  favor  of  aban- 
g  the  occupation  of  so  many  points  in  the  sounds,  and  the  razing  of  the 
''s  abandoned  defences. 
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Our  present  policy  of  occupying  detached  poets  stmck  me  last  fall,  and  more 
BO  now  than  then,  as  being  expensive,  insecure,  and  Bubjecting  us  to  attack  h 
detail;  whereas,  if  we  occupied  one  good  position,  the  concentration  of  our  land 
and  naval  forces  would  better  enable  us  to  act  our  part  of  prosecuting  the  wir 
Naval  movements  necessarily  follow  army  policy  in  this  matter,  as  we  canooC 
withdraw  our  assistance  whilst  you  need  it  in  the  occupation  of  a  place. 

Matters  are  taking  the  same  critical  turn  here  as  in  the  sounds.  The  eneotj 
are  trying  to  cut  off  our  positions  in  detail,  and  to  reoccupy  their  abaodoned 
works.  Our  policy  of  scattered  occupation  is  certainly  bad,  and  cannot  too 
soon  be  abandoned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Cam^dg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Major  General  J.  G.  Foster, 

ConCdg  Department  of  North  Carolina,  Washington,  N.  C 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va  ,  June  15,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  dated  June  8,  Plymouth,  N 
Carolina,  from  Lieutenant  Commander  C.  W.  Flusser,  commanding  Unim 
States  steamer  Miami,  respecting  a  rebel  iron-clad  battery,  now  said  to  be  neady 
completed  on  the  Roanoke  river,  above  Plymouth. 

He  also  sends  a  plan  of  the  battery,  a  copy  of  which  plan  is  enclosed,  tod 
gives  a  statement  of  its  battery  and  of  the  steamer  detailed  to  tow  it,  wbich  ii 
also  plated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Ckfm*dg  N.  A.  B.  Squadrmu 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


,  United  States  Steamer  Miami, 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  June  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  plan  of  the  iron-clad  battery  above  here,  on  the  Ba 
The  man  who  furnishes  the  plan  says  the  battery  will  not  be  finished  this  ^' 
To-day  I  saw  a  man  who  says  that  two  or  three  days  ago  be  saw  heavy  j 
on  the  way  from  Weldon  to  the  battery,  and  he  also  says  that  they  are  w 
plating  bothj  and  that  they  are  nearly  completed. 

Which  tells  the  truth  I  am  at  a  loss  to  say,  but  should  rather  trust  t 
infonnant. 

The  battery  is  built  of  pine  sills  fourteen  (14)  inches  square,  and  is  to 
plated  with  raih-oad  iron.     The  steamer  intended  to  tow  her  is  one  hi        i 
and  thirty-four  (134)  feet  long,  and  twenty-four  feet  beam,  with  two       e«» 
The  boat  lia}<  six  ports,  two  on  each  side,  and  one  on  either  end.     She        ^ 
a  pivot  gun  forward,  and  another  aft.    Each  gun  works  out  of  three  ports,    i 
battery  carries  two  guns  on  each  of  two  opposite  faces,  and  one  on  each  of 
two  remaining  sides. 

The  boat  ia  built  on  the  plan  of  the  former  Merrimack.    The  roof  (sb 
of  the  battery  and  all  parts  exposed  are  to  be  covered  with  five  inches  ot  pw« 
five  inches  of  oak,  and  then  plated  with  railroad  iron.     So  say  the  workncit 
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Ill 


Q  «re  driviog  piles  in  the  river,  and  preparing  to  receive  them.     I  do  not 
t  shall  whip  them  if  thej  venture  down. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSEI^ 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
sdng  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com^dg  N.  A.  B,  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 
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United  Statbs  Flag-Stbambr  Hbtzel, 

OffNewbem,  N.  C,  August  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  called  on  General  Foster,  when  he  came  to  Fortresa  Monroe  as  suc- 
cessor to  General  Dix,  and  was  informed  by  him  that  he  had  adopted  my  sug- 
gestion contained  in  our  correspondence  on  file  in  the  department,  to  fortify  the 
places  he  thought  proper  to  hold,  and  that  half  the  gunboats  now  in  the  sounds 
might  be  removed,  as  they  were  no  longer  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
military  positions  at  Newbem,  Washington,  and  Plymouth. 

I  have  just  visited  the  places  and  their  defences.  Ad  these  towns  are  now 
strongly  fortified,  I  propose  to  withdraw  the  Commodore  Perry,  Hunchback, 
Lockwood,  Ceres,  and  Shawsheen,  and  to  send  them  to  Norfolk  and  Baltimore 
for  thorough  repairs,  and,  when  repaired,  to  return  them  here,  to  constitute, 
with  the  Smithticld,  Commodore  Hull,  and  Whitehead,  the  permanent  force  in 
the  sounds ;  then  to  withdraw  the  Delaware,  Louisiana,  Valley  City,  HetzeL 
Brinker.  and  Miami,  for  repairs  and  for  other  duty.  Some  of  these  will  proba- 
bly be  found  to  be  worn  out. 

I  propose,  also,  to  keep  one  gunboat  at  a  time  at  Newbem,  Washington,  and 
Plymouth;  the  others  cruising  and  blockading,  especially  during  the  sick 
seasons,  in  the  sounds  as  much  as  practicable,  keeping  them  away  from  the 
towns,  out  of  the  rivers,  in  the  sounds  and  in  the  salt  air — a  course  which  will 
promote  the  health,  morals,  and  duties  of  the  blockade,  leaving  a  force  for 
reliefs,  and  ready  to  concentrate  at  a  given  point  when  needed. 

It  has  never  been  reported  that  the  enemy  are  building  gunboats  on  the 
Neuse.  The  vessel  on  the  stocks  at  Tarborough,  not  plated,  but  probably 
designed  for  an  iron-clad,  together  with  two  small  light-draught  river  steamers, 
erroneously  reported  as  gunboats,  were  recently  destroyed  in  a  military  raid 
ordered  by  General  Foster. 

The  iron-clad  on  the  Roanoke,  at  Edwards's  Ferry,  forty  miles  above  Bain- 
bow  Bluff,  heretofore  reported  to  the  department,  is  considered  by  Lieutenant 
Commander  Flusser  as  a  formidable  affair,  though  of  light  draught  The  for- 
tifications at  Rainbow  Bluff,  and  the  low  stage  of  the  water  in  the  river,  make 
it  impracticable  for  the  navy  to  destroy  her  before  completion,  which  is  reported 
near.  I  have  ma'le  written  application  to  Major  General  Peck  to  send  out  an 
expedition  to  accomplish  this  desirable  object,  if  practicable.  If  this  is  not 
done,  we  must  have  iron-clad  defence  in  the  sounds,  though  I  do  not  see  how 
any  iron-clads  we  have  now  can  be  got  over  the  Bulkhead  at  Hattcras^  wheie 
the  most  water  is  about  nine  feet  in  the  best  tides. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


United  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va,,  September  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  On  the  22d  of  July  last,  in  a  confidential  communication  of  that  ds^* 
a  copy  of  which  irf  enclosed,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser  to  co- 
operate with  General  Foster  in  a  movement  he  was  about  to  undertake  up 
the  Chowan  river.  Lieutenant  Commander  Flusser,  in  a  report  dated  Augo^^ 
21,  a  copy  of  whicli  I  enclose,  gives  the  particulars  of  that  movement  and 
the  part  taken  by  the  naval  force,  and  mentions  therein  hb  endeavor  to  have 
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Xdition  of  Greneral  Foster  destroy  the  boats  (iron-dads)  building  at 
fl  Feny  on  the  Roanoke  river,  which  were  inaccessible  to  our  navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralt  Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron. 

Gideon  Wbllbs, 
i     eretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


[Confidential.  ] 


July  22 — at  night, 

I :  Greneral  Foster  has  in  view  an  expedition  to  come  off  immediately.  He 
^at  secrecy  observed,  so  as  not  to  reveal  its  destination.  He  will  ac- 
iK  yoa  with  his  object.  I  desire  you  to  take  such  of  the  gunboats  as  you 
think  best  adapted  to  the  service,  and  to  co-operate  within  the  limits  of 
Boand  discretion.  Report  result  to  me  without  delay. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

'^  Com.  0.  W.  Flussbr,  U.  8.  N., 

Plymouth,  N.  C. 


United  States  Steamer  Miami, 

Hatteras  Inlet,  August  21,  1863. 

B :  In  obedience  to  your  order  directing  me  to  co-operate  with  General 
in  a  movement  up  the  Chowan  river,  I  left  Plymouth  on  the  28th  ultimo, 
went  to  Winton  with  the  Commodore  Perry,  Valley  City,  and  Whitehead. 
f  there  to  protect  the  transports  and  infantry,  while  the  cavalry  made  an 
ecessful  attempt  to  destn)y  the  railroad  bridge  at  Wcldon.  While  the 
liy  were  absent  I  ran  up  to  Murfreer*boro'  on  the  Jleherrin,  and  burned 
>ridge  at  that  place.  This  would  prevent  the  enemy,  were  they  so  minded, 
throwing  troops  from  Franklin  in  the  rear  of  our  force.  At  Murfrecsboro' 
ind  a  rebel  soldier,  and  brought  him  off.  I  should  have  written  you  sooner, 
tzpectcd  every  day  to  see  you  at  Plymouth,  and  was  afterwards  sick  with 

■ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  FLUSSER, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
:ting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com'dg  jV.  a,  B.  Squadron,  U.  <S.  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va, 

8. — I  requested  General  Foster  to  detach  a  small  party  from  the  main 
Iry  force  to  destroy  the  boat  and  battery  building  at  Edwards's  Ferry,  but 
lot  succeed  in  impressing  him  with  the  importance  of  the  move,  and  it  was 
lone. 

wpectfally  forwarded  August  25,  1863. 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  OJicerj  Sounds,  N.  C. 

8  N 
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Navy  Dbfartmrut,  Sepiemher  17»  1868. 

Sir  :  I  bare  tbe  hoDor  to  present  for  jonr  coDsideration  a  subject  of  mat 
importance,  connected  witb  the  maintaining  posseMion  of  tbe  Boonds  of  Korth 
Carolina. 

Information  received  from  time  to  time  pbices  it  bejond  doubt  tbat  tbo  rebdv 
are  constructing,  and  bave  nearly  completed,  at  fidvrards's  Fenj,  near  Weldon, 
on  the  Roanoke  river,  a  ram  and  an  iron-clad  floating  batteiy.  It  iB  repre- 
sented that  these  vessels  will  be  completed  in  tbe  course  of  four  or  six  weeks. 
It  is  further  represented  that  an  attack  by  land  and  water  on  Pljmoutb  is  cob- 
templated. 

Our  force  of  wooden  vessels  in  tbe  sounds,  necessarily  of  ligbt  draagbl  and 
lightly  armed,  will  by  no  means  be  adequate  to  contend  against  the  rebel  ram  and 
battery,  should  they  succeed  in  getting  down  the  Roanoke;  and  in  tbat  eveit» 
our  possession  of  the  sounds  would  be  jeoparded. 

It  is  impracticable  for  our  vessels  to  ascend  the  Roanoke  to  any  great  dielaaeg, 
in  consequence  of  tbe  shallowness  of  the  water,  their  exposed  sitaatioii  froai  tbe 
fire  of  sharpshooters,  and  the  earthworks  represent^  to  be  located  at  diAveat 
points,  particularly  at  Rainbow  Bluff. 

Werp  onr  iron-clads,  now  completed,  available  lor  service  in  tbe  Bomida,  ihej 
could  not  be  sent  there,  as  they  draw  too  much  water  to  cross  tbe  Bolkbead  at 
Hatteras.     Our  light-draught  ones  will  not  be  completed  lor  some  time  to  come. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  I  deem  it  proper  to  suggest  the  importance  of  an 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  army  to  surprise  and  destroy  the  rebel  ram  and  battery 
referred  to,  or  of  obstructing  the  river  by  torpedoes  and  piles  or  otherwise^  so 
as  to  prevent  their  descent.  Permit  me  to  urge  some  measure  of  this  sort. 
This  department  will  be  happy  to  co-operate,  so  far  as  it  may  be  able,  in  adopt- 
ing such  steps  as  may  seem  practicable  and  adequate  to  secure  na  against 
threatening  disaster. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  &c, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
tkcreiary  of  the  Aorjr. 

Hon.  E.  M.  I^TANTON, 

/Secretary  of  War. 


War  Dbpartmbut, 
Washington  City,  Stptetmber  19,  18i3L 

Sir  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  ITA 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  contemplated  attempt  of  the  rebels  to  take  pOBSCiaida 
of  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  and  to  inform  you  that  a  copy  of  the  same  hat 
been  referred  to  Major  General  Foster,  witb  directions  to  taxe  such  action  as 
may,  in  his  judgment,  be  best  suited  to  meet  tbe  emergency  tbna  preaentad. 
Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War* 
Hon.  GiDBOif  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Headuuartbrs  Army  and  District  of  North  CAROLiif  a, 

Newbem,  N.  C,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  recently  visited  Plymouth,  &c.,  and  found  Captain  FlnsBcr  somewhtt 
disturbed  by  a  report  which  had  reached  General  Wessells,  to  the  effect  tht^ 
Mr.  Lynch  bad  been  examining  tbe  channel  of  tbe  Boanoke  with  a  view  ^ 
bringing  down  tbe  ram. 
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;  frequent  intervals  since  I  assumed  command  in  North  Carolina,  I  have 

d  Major  General  Foster  in  relation  to  the  hoat  at  Edwards's  FeiiTf  and 

fled  expeditions  for  the  burning  of  the  same ;  but  he  never  attached  great 

ortance  to  it»  and  supposed  that  it  was  intended  only  as  a  defensive  agent. 

I  repUed  that  the  troops  in  the  department  would  not  warrant  the  undertaking. 

J?he  works  at  Plymouth  have  been  pushed  with  all  despatch  possible,  and  I 

e  added  matenallj  to  the  armament.    A  work  is  in  progress  for  a  200- 

uder  Parrott,  with  a  centre  pintle,  which  will  make  everything  very  secure 

re.    While  waiting  for  the  200-pounder,  I  have  ordered  up  a  100-pounder 

riBROtt  from  Hatteras,  which  is  the  only  available  gun  of  the  kind  in  North 

In  regard  to  the  report  of  an  examination  of  the  channel,  I  think  it  is  accounted 

by  a  number  of  deserters  from  Fort  Branch,  at  Rainbow,  who  state  that, 

I    ore  last,  it  was  examined,  and  torpedoes  placed  at  various  points  below 

r  Bluff.    The  difficulties  of  getting  at  the  boat  are  greatly  increased  by 

n      that  an  earthen  battery,  for  four  (4)  guns,  has  been  constructed  at 

aa'fl  Ferry,  and  is  garrisoned  by  firom  200  to  500  infantry.     The  20th 

nonn  Carolina  and  one  6-gun  battery  are  at  Hamilton.     Fort  Branch  is  an 

trk  of  twelve  (12)  rifled  guns,  including  one  64-pounder  and  three 

I  anit  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major  General, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lbr, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron^  Netoport  News. 


[Confidential.] 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 

Beaufort  Harbor,  N.  C,  November  24,  1863. 

K  :  I  returned  here  this  evening  after  visiting  Newbem,  Washington,  Ply- 
I,  and  Roanoke  island,  in  company  with  General  Butler,  who  left  Hatteras 
met  this  morning  to  return  to  Fortress  Monroe,  abandoning,  without  explana- 
.  his  previous  purpose  to  make,  with  me,  a  reconnoissance  off  Wilmington, 
her  1  go  to-morrow  morning. 
J       general  concluded  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  sink  any  vessels 
•re  Plymouth,  but  only  to  drive  some  piling  across  the  Roanoke,  including 
I  island  channel,  and  tne  two  thoroughfares  just  above  Plymouth. 
1e  expressed  his  unconcern  about  the  rebel  ram,  but  promised  mQ  to  obtain 
ormation  about  the  one  up  the  Roanoke,  and  the  rebel  gunboat  on  the 
e. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com*Jg  N  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off"  Newport  News,    Virginia,  March  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  Commander  Davenport,  under  date  February  29,  sends  me  the  following 
bfbnnation,  which  he  says  was  communicated  to  him  officially  by  General  Peck, 
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riz :  There  are  thirteen  (13)  pontoon  bridges  now  ready  for  nse  at  Ooldaborotight 
and  they  are  taking  up  the  blockade  between  this  and  Kingston.  Two  regi- 
ments  of  cavalry  are  at  Care  creek,  ten  (10)  or  twelve  (12)  miles  this  side  of 
Kingston. 

Commander  Davenport  considers  the  position  of  affairs  critical,  and  urges  die 
sending  of  re- enforcements. 

The  force  at  present  in  the  sounds  consists  of  the  following  vessels  :  Hetid, 
Miami,  Seymour,  Louisiana,  Granite,  Valley  City,  Southfield,  Whitehead,  Goa* 
modore  Hull,  Lockwood,  Ceres,  Tacony. 

The  Wyalusing  will  also  be  despatched  in  a  few  days,  when  her  repairs 
completed  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard.     I  have  written  to  the  commandaiu 
Baltimore  to  haAtcn   as   much  as  possible  the  repairs   on  the  double 
Hunchback  and  Commodore  Perry. 

The  most  important  positions  in  the  sounds  are  strongly  defended  by 
workgi.     The  number  of  wooden  vessels  already  there  will,  perhaps,  be      i 
cient  as  a  larger  number  of  the  same  sort  of  vessels. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respecfully,  yours, 

S.  F.  LEiK, 
Acti)}g  Rear- Admir alt  Com^dg  N.  A.  £,  SquadrcuL 

Hon.  Gideon  Weli.es, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadboh, 

Off  Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  General  Butler  read  me  this  evening  his  despatch,  making  the  snrieB- 
der  of  Plymouth  the  result  of  want  of  naval  defence  of  its  flanks — meaniiig 
against  the  rebel  ram  and  the  riflemen  in  the  steamboat  Cotton  Planter. 

The  navy  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  planning,  placing,  or  fighting  the  ex- 
tensive and  exi)eni^ive  fortifications  which  the  army  has  erected  for  the  defenee 
of  Plymouth,  Washington,  and  Newbem,  by  land  and  water. 

There  are  three  (3)  earthen  Avorks  on  the  river  side  at  Plymouth,  one  (l)in 
the  lower  part,  and  the  other  two  (2)  above  this  small  town,  and  they  should 
not  ne(?d  wooden  gunboats  to  defend  them. 

General  Butler  told  me  at  Plymouth  ladt  fall  that  he  d^d  not  care  for  the  ruB, 
and  that  the  fortifications  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  place. 

A  few  days  since  lie  informed  me  that  he  had  ninety  (90)  days'  sapplieB  at 
Plymouth.     The  garrison  there  was  about  twenty-two  hundred  (2.200)  stratt. 

Nothing  can  be  more  ungenerous  and  unjust  than  to  make  the  navy  itaponil 
ble  for  the  occupation  or  surrender  of  this  fortified  town. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respecfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Cam*dg  N,  A.  B.  ^qmadram. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Mnm-dad  tteam  batteries  and  rams  drawing  six  and  a  half  feet  of  water. 


of 


9 

I. 


Name  of  contracts. 


A.  Adami,  Boston 

Jf.  F.  Merritt.  New  York. . 
Atlantic  Works,  Boiiton  . . . 
C.  W.  McCord,  St.  Louis  . . 
A.  Swift  Sl  Co..  Cincinnati. 


B.... 


Wiicox  Sl  Whitney,  Plilladelphia I  April  24 

J.  8.  Underbill,  New  York '  Jnne     4 


H.  &  —  Uollingaworth,  Wilmington 

W.  Ferine,  Williamsburg 

D.  McKay.  Boston 

Curtis  &  Tilden,  Boston 

McKay  Sl  AlduK,  Boston 

b (1.  C.  B«i*tor,  St  Louis 


Globe  Works,  Boston . 

Heuny,  Son  Sl  Archibald,  Chester,  Pennsylvania. 

Snowdon  Sl  Mason,  Pittsburg 

O.  W.  Lawrence,  Portland 

W.  Denmead  4&  Co.,  Baltimore 

Merrick  Sl  Son,  Philadelphia 

A.  Swifl&Co.,  Cincinnati 


Date. 

Time. 
A/o'#. 

1663. 

Mar.    17 

6 

Apri:  17 
Mar.    14 

6 
6 

June  24 

8 

Mar.   26 

6 

April  24 
Jnne     4 

8 
6 

Mar.     2 

6 

April  2 
June  10 

6 
8 

AprU  2 
Muy  4 
June  24 

8 
6 
8 

Mar.    17 

6 

Mar.     9 

8 

Mar.     9 

6 

Nov.     3 

8 

Mar.    13 

6 

Mar.     2 

6 

Mar.   26 

6 

Expiration. 


Sept 

Oct. 

Svpt 

F«b. 

St-pt 

Dec 

Dec. 

Sept 

Oct. 

F*b. 

Dec. 

Nov. 

Feb. 

Sept 

Nov. 

Sept 

July 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept 


17,1863 

17,  1863 

14.  1863 

24,  1864 

26,  1863 

24.  1863 

4.  1863 

2,  1863 

2,  18ii3 

10.  1864 

2,  1863 
4.  1863 

24.  1864 

17,  1h63 

9.  1863 

9.  1863 

3,  1864 
13,  1863 

2.  1863 
26,  1863 


CAPTURE  OF  PLYMOUTH,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  BY  THE  REBELS. 

[Telegram.] 

Flag-Ship  Mlnnesota,  April  24,  1864—3  p,  m. 

An  anny  bearer  of  despatches  from  Newbem  on  night  of  22d  reports  that 

t  enemy  carried  the  defences  of  Plymouth,  after  frequent  bloody  attacks, 

20th  instant.     General  Weasels  and  command  taken  prisoners.     The  ram 

I  rifle  screened  Cotton  Planter  were  in  Koanoke  river,  and  Tacony,  ^liami, 

ither  gunboats  at  mouth  river  waiting  for  her,  confident  of  destroying  her 

n  she  enters  the  sounds.    There  was  a  report  at  Newbem  on  Friday  that 

dad  on  the  Neuse  was  in  sight. 

S.  P.  TiEE,  Acting  Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


DISPERSION  OF  REBEL  ARTILLERY  NEAR  MASONBORO'  INLET. 

United  States  Steamer  Niphon, 
Ogf  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  April  29,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  morning  of  April  27,  while  close  in 

near  Masonboro'  inlet,  discovered  a  boat ;  stood  for  her;  found  eight  negro 

a  in  her,  one  of  whom  shipped  on  board  this  vessel  for  thiee  years ;  the 

«  seven  were  transferred  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Fahkee,  at 

request  of  Acting  Master  Webb,  who  shipped  them  for  three  years.     While 

ne  on  board  these  refugees,  six  pieces  of  field  artillery  opened  on  us,  but  the 

il  fell  short.     We  immediately  went  to  quarters,  threw  shell  among  them  and 

uove  them  away  ;  two  of  our  shells  exploclmg  in  the  steam  saw-mill  on  shore, 

it  on  tire.     On  the  morning  of  the  29th  the.  enemy  opened  fire  on  us  with 

>  Whit  worth  guns,  the  shot  passing  over  us ;  stood  in  shore  and  shelled  them, 

ind  also  a  company  of  cavalry,  who  were  driven  away  into  the  woods.     There 

ippears  to  be  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  located  at  Masonboro'.     The  refugees 

te  that  there  is  great  excitement  at  Wilmington,  and  on  Sunday  lar*t,  when 

J  left  that  place,  all  the  citizens  were  under  arms,  expecting  an  attack. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  BRECK, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Niphan, 
Coomiander  Wm.  A.  Parker,  Senior  Officer  present. 
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EVACUATION  OF  PLYMOUTH,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  BY  THE  REBELS. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 

Hampton  Roads,  April  29,  1864. 

Sib  :  General  Batler,  under  date  of  28tli  instant,  informs  me  as  follows :  Later 
information  brought  to  me  puts  Beauregard's  advance  at  Petersburg  on  their 
way  to  Richmond  and  Lee's  army  in  Virginia. 

Captain  Clark,  of  my  staff,  has  just  come  up,  and  reports  the  rebel  troops  are 
leaving  North  Carolina.  Plymouth  is  evacuated,  and  Little  Washington  and 
Newbern  are  relieved  from  all  threats  of  operations. 

This  information  has  just  been  received  by  me  (2  p.  m.)  and  conununicated 
by  telegram. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


[Telegram.  ] 


Newport  News,  Virginia, 

April  29.  1864 — 2  p.  m. 

I  am  just  informed  by  General  Butler  that  he  has  information  that  Plymouth 
is  evacuated,  and  rebels  are  leaving  North  Carolina. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear'AdmdraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


THREATENING  OP  NEWBERN,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Report  of  Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

United  States  Steamer  Hbtzel, 
Of  Newbern,  North  Carolina,  May  6,  1864. 

Admiral  :  Newbern  is  besieged  by  the  enemy,  in  force.  Our  pickets  were 
driven  in  Wednesday  evening ;  yesterday  they  took  possession  of  the  railniad 
between  this  place  and  Beai^rt,  and  attempted  to  erect  a  batteij  on  the  Neve 
river  near  the  old  blockade.  I  sent  the  Lockwood  down  to  patrol  theriTeryaai 
on  the  enemy  making  his  appearance,  sent  the  Barney  and  Louisiaiia  to  diife 
him  away  from  the  river  bank,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing.  This  momhig 
the  rebel  General  Hoke  sent  a  verbal  message  to  General  Palmer,  infenning 
him  that  he  had  possession  of  the  railroad,  and  command  of  the  river,  mnd  de- 
manding the  surrender  of  the  place.  The  general,  I  understand,  declined  to 
receive  a  verbal  message,  and  the  flag  of  truce  returned. 

I  have  here  the  Tacony,  Louisiana,  Commodore  Barney,  Lockwood*  and  Het- 
zel,  and  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  defeat  the  enemy. 

Captain  Smi  h  directed  me  to  write  directly  to  you,  sending  him  oopiea  of  my 
letters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  U.  S,  Navy,  and  Senior  OfieerpresaU* 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N  A.  B.  Squadron. 
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P.  8.^-6  p.  m.     I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Captain  Smith,  directing 
t  to  Bead  toe  Barney  to  him. 

I  leant  that  there  has  been  heavy  firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  Plymouth, 

raiteiday  eviening. 

P.  8/— 7th  May,  1  p.  m.    Evetything  is  quiet  here  to-day,  but  I  learn  that 

y  is  in  force  between  this  place  and  Kingston.    I  have  just  received  a 

I  from  yoa  for  Captain  Smith,  marked  immediate.    I  will  forward  it  by 

jonveyanoe. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  H.  K.  Davenport, 

United  States  Steamer  Hetzel, 
Of  Netcbetn,  North  Carolina^  May  7,  1864. 

AOMIRAL :  I  have  just  received  intelligence  that  Captain  Smith  has  had  an 

imuent  with  the  ram.     The  Sassacus  ran  into  her  and  was  seriously  in- 

id;  stern  carried  away  and  shot  through  boiler.     The  Bombshell  recaptured. 

lose  two  killed  fMattabesett,)  two  (Sassacus,)  and  eighteen  wounded  on 

Y      I  the  latter  vessel.    The  ram  returned  to  Plymouth,  apparently  uninjured. 

I        18  not  official;  I  get  it  from  the  captain  of  the  steamer  just  thence.     Gen- 

!        Palmer  has  just  shown  me  a  despatch  from  Captain  Smith,  which  in  a 

ire  corroborates  this. 

liaBte«  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  United  State*  Navy. 
Aetiiig  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Williams. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Barney, 

Newbern,  North  Carolina,  May  — ,1864. 

R :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  4th  instant,  I  got  under  way  and 
d  down  the  river  to  Fort  Thompson  and  shelled  the  woods,  as  directed 
"  \ti       al  Palmer.     After  shelling  for  one  hour,  signal  was  made  from  the  shore 
'  eease  nrtng. 
The  amount  of  ammunition  expended  as  follows : 

9-inch  shell,  83,  charge  10  pounds 830  pounds  powder. 

100-pounder  rifle  shell,  19,  charge  10  pounds . .     190 


it  « 


Total  amount  of  powder  expended 1,020  pounds. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  WILLIAMS, 
Acting  Volunteer  Liiutenant,  Commanding. 
Commander  H.  K  Davenport, 

Senior  Officer  present. 
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Report  of  Commander  Dove. 

United  States  Naval  Station, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  May  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  news  brongbt  np  by  the  Fabkee  was  communicated  to  Colonel 
Jourdan,  commanding  tbis  district,  and  to  Colonel  Frankel,  commanding  Fort 
Macon,  and  bas  put  us  on  tbe  look-out  seaward. 

As  an  offset  to  it,  I  bave  tbe  pleasure  of  enclosing  Colonel  Jourdan's  note, 
by  wbicb  you  will  see  tbat  tbe  enelny  bave  retired  from  before  Newborn,  and 
that  communication  will  be  opened  witb  it  to-morrow. 

We  bave  been  keeping  a  good  look-out  bere,  picketing  tbe  approacbes  witb 
boats  every  nigbt,  in  Cove  and  Bogue  sounds  and  towards  Newport  river, 
carrying  out  your  instructions  of  May  2d. 

Tbe  vesselB  now  in  port  are  tbe  Glaucus,  Monticello,  Vicksburg,  Maratanza 
and  Emma. 

Necessaiy  repairs  detain  tbe  Glaucus,  Monticello  and  £mma,  but  the  Mara- 
tanza and  vicksburg  will  leave  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  M.  DOVE, 

Ckmmander. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Jourdan  to  Commander  Dove. 

SuB-DisTBicT  Headquarters, 

May  8,  1864. 

Commander  :  Your  despatch  tbis  moment  came  to  band.  I  regret  to  learn 
tbat  tbe  enemy  bave  succeeded  in  completing  two  sucb  formidable  vessels.  I 
am  very  thankful  to  you  for  your  kindness  in  so  promptly  sending  me  tbe  inform- 
atiout  and  your  offer  to  send  despatches  by  one  of  your  vessels ;  wbicb  is 
rendered  unnecessary  from  tbe  fact  tbat  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  tbat  tbe 
enemy  bas  retired  from  before  Newborn.     Communication  is  opened  with  tbat 

?lace  and  men  at  work  repairing  tbe  little  damage  done  to  railroad  and  telegraph, 
think  a  train  will  be  down  to-morrow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  JOURDAN. 
Colonel  Commanding. 


SECOND  ENGAGEMENT  BETWEEN  TIIE  REBEL   RAM  ALBEMARLE  AND 

UNITED  STATES  GUNBOATS. 

Telegram  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Fort  Monroe,  May  12,  1864. 

May  11,  midnight. — General  Butler  bas  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  fol* 
lowing  from  Captain  Smith  to  General  Palmer : 

"  United  States  Steamer  Mattabbsbtt, 

''  At  anchor  off'  Roanoke  River,  May  6»  1864. 

"  General  :  I  have  to  inform  you  tbat  I  engaged  the  ram  Albemarie  yes- 
terday, firom  4.40  to  7.30  p.  m.,  with  all  my  force,  and  regret  that  our  eflbrta  to 
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euitare  him  were  not  attended  with  BQCcess.  Onr  shot  had  no  perceptible 
CTOct  upon  her,  close  alongside.  I  drove  her,  howerer,  into  the  month  of 
Boanoke  river  somewhat  damaged,  I  think,  bnt  with  machinerj  not  disabled. 
I  eaptnred  the  Bombshell  with  thirty-seven  prisoners,  officers  and  men.  Have 
not  as  yet  had  any  official  return  from  the  Sassacus,  which  has  her  in  charge,  and 
is  anchored  several  miles  below.  Onr  loss  in  the  large  vessels  is  five  killed  and 
twenty-six  wounded. .  I  shall  be  able  to  hold  possession  of  the  sound  against 
any  force  the  rebels  can  organize  at  this  point. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"MELANOTON  SMITH, 
"  Captain  and  Senior  Naval  Officer* 
''Brigadier  General  J.  N.  Palmer, 

**  Commanding  Land  Forces  in  North  Carolina** 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Complimentary  Idler  of  Acting  B^tar-Admiral  8.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Jame8  River,  May  14,  1864. 

Sir:  I  transmit  enclosed  the  report  received  last  night  from  Captain 
Melducton  Smith,  senior  officer  present,  of  the  gallant  fight  on  the  afternoon  of 
die  5th  instant,  in  Albemarle  sound,  between  our  wooden  gunboats  and  the 
rebel  iron-clad  ram  Albemarle,  in  which  the  latter  was  repulsed  and  her  tender 
captured.  I  ask  the  special  attention  of  the  department  to  the  signal  bravery 
displayed  by  Captain  Smith  and  the  officers  and  men  engaged  with  bim  in  this 
remarkable  action,  which  adds  a  brilliant  page  to  the  exploits  of  the  navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral^  Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee's  inatructions  to  Captain  Smith, 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off^  Newport  NewR,  Va.,  April  23, 1 8G4 — 1  p,  m. 

Sir:  The  Navy  Department,  by  telegraphic  despatch  of  this  date,  directs 
lae  to  send  you  to  assume  command  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  for  the 
purpose  of  attacking,  at  all  hazards,  the  rebel  ram  there,  in  the  best  manner  to 
iMure  its  destruction,  by  running  it  down  with  the  double-enders,  or  in  any 
other  manner  which  my  judgment  or  yours  may  suggest. 

The  Miami  (Commander  Renshaw)  and  the  Tacony  (Lieutenant  Commander 
Traxton)  are  now  in  the  sounds.  The  Sassacus  (Lieutenant  Commander  Roe) 
wag  sent  there  last  night.  You  will  take  the  Mattabesett  (Commander  Febiger) 
tod  the  Wyalusing  (Lieutenant  Commander  Queen)  with  you,  and  leave  with 
all  pi^cticable  despatch,  availing  yourself  of  the  present  high  tides  to  enter  the 
Bounds.    I  send  with  you  two  (2 )  officers  who  have  served  in  the  sounds,  and 

whose  local  knowledge  will  be  useful  to  you. 
Lnclose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  of  the  2l8t  instant  to  Commander  Daven- 

yort  for  your  infonnation  and  guidance,  unless  you  find  occasion  to  vary  them 

iw  a  more  promiabg  pUu  of  attack. 
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Attacking  the  ram  will,  to  some  extent,  intimidate  it,  and  bj  getting  along- 
Bide  of  it,  in  or  near  contact,  and  on  each  side,  holding  position,  and  by  firing 
at  the  centre  of  its  ports,  whether  open  or  shut,  and  on  its  roof,  jou  will  disable 
and  capture  it.  Your  guns  should  have  double  breeching,  and  be  loaded  with 
heavy  charges  (say  from  fifteen  (15)  to  eighteen  (18)  pounds  of  powder  for  the 
nine- inch  guns)  and  solid  shot,  and  they  should  so  be  depressed  as  to  fire  as 
near  a  perpendicular  line  to  the  slope  of  the  roof  as  practicable.  If  all  handfl 
lie  down  when  the  guns  are  fired,  they  will  escape  the  rebound  of  broken  parts 
from  the  shot. 

At  the  time  of  this  attack  if  some  shell  were  thrown  down  the  rams  smoke- 
stack, she  might  thus  be  disabled. 

The  advantage  of  getting  alongside  and  of  each  side  of  her  is,  that  yon  pre- 
vent her  from  ramming  and  have  a  controlling  fire  upon  her  roof  and  ports. 

The  ports  and  stem  are  her  weak  points.  Even  if  her  ports  are  kept  closed, 
as  in  her  attack  on  the  Miami  and  Southfields  bows,  you  can,  if  alongside  at 
her,  fire  through  them  and  into  her ;  and  if  her  roof  is,  as  described,  of  rail- 
road iron,  with  a  thin  plating  over  it,  the  mechanical  difficulty  of  securing  this 
is  such  that  it  will  loosen  and  fly  off  under  the  concussion  of  your  heavy  fire» 
whilst  the  inside  nuts  and  bolts  will  act  like  canister  on  her  deck,  and  the  con- 
cussion, especially  if  her  ports  are  shut,  will  shock  and  demoralize  her  crew, 
giving  you  a  complete  victory.  Besides,  you  may  force  her  ashore,  where  the 
falling  freshet  in  the  Roanoke  river  will  leave  her. 

Be  sure  and  not  have  the  neutral  point  of  your  wheel-houses  opposite  her 
ports.    Your  wheel-houses  should  be  abaft  or  forward  of  her  roof — ^better  abaft. 

The  department  seems  to  prefer  ramming.  This  ram  is  reported  to  be  of  the 
usual  Merrimack  model ;  if  so,  heavy  logging,  and  a  knuckle  ironed  over,  make 
her  sides  strong.  But  ramming  under  high  speed  may  drive  it  in,  or  yon  may 
drive  her  ashore,  or  mount  her  ends,  and  (especially  if  in  the  sounds  with  sooie 
sea)  sink  her.  Intrusted  by  the  department  with  the  performance  of  this  sig- 
nal service,  I  leave  (with  the  expression  of  my  views)  to  you  the  manner  of 
executing  it. 

All  assaults  are  exposed  service ;  but  this  assault  has,  with  much  real  risk, 
less  than  appears. 

Wishing  yon  success  and  promotion, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral^  Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Onondaga, 


Report  of  Captain  Melancton  Smith,  senior  officer. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesbtt, 
At  anchor,  Alhermarle  Sound,  off  Roanoke  River,  May  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  ram  Albemarle,  steamer  Cotton 
Plant,  with  troops,  and  the  armed  steamer  Bombshell,  laden  with  provisions 
and  coal,  came  out  of  Roanoke  river  to-day  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  met  being 
tolled  ten  miles  down  the  sound  by  the  picket  force  left  to  guard  the  entrance 
of  the  river,  the  Mattabesett,  Wyalusing,  Sassacus,  and  Whitehead  got  under 
way  and  stood  up  to  engage  them ;  the  smaller  boats  falling  into  position  In 
accordance  with  the  enclosed  programme. 

The  engagement  commenced  at  4.40  by  the  ram  firing  the  first  gan,  which 
destroyed  the  Mattabesett's  launch  and  wounded  several  men.  The  second 
shot  cut  away  some  of  the  standing  and  running  rigging.  At  4.45  the  Bombshell 
surrendered  to  the  Mattabesett,  and  was  ordered  to  fall  in  our  wake;  at  4.50 
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fired  a  broadeide  into  the  ram  at  a  distance  of  150  yards;  at  5.50  the  Sassacns 
deCvered  ber  fire  on  pflssing,  and  then  rammed  his  stem,  pouring  in  a  broadside 
at  the  same  time.  The  Sassacos  was  seen  soon  afterwards  enveloped  with 
Bteun,  when  she  hanled  off,  evidently  disabled.  The  colors  of  the  ram  at  this 
moment  came  down,  and  it  was  some  time  before  it  was  ascertained  whether  he 
had  surrendered,  or  they  had  been  shot  away.  Irhring  the  contact  it  was,  of 
eouTse,  impossible  for  the  other  vessels  to  fire ;  but  when  the  Sassacus  became 
diflengagea  and  resumed  her  firing,  the  engagement  became  general;  the 
smaller  vessels  firing  so  rapidly  that  it  was  dangerous  for  the  larger  ones  to 
approach ;  and  they  appeared  also  to  be  ignorant  of  all  signals,  as  they  answered 
without  obeying  them.  The  engagement  continued  until  about  7.30,  when  it 
becoming  dark,  the  Commodore  Hull  and  Ceres 'were  then  sent  ahead  to  keep 
the  ram  in  sight  and  to  remain  on  picket  duty  off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke 
river,  if  he  succeeded  in  entering  it ;  the  Mattabesett,  Wyalusing,  Miami,  and 
Whitehead  coming  to  anchor  in  the  sound  two  miles  and  a  half  below.  Ei^t 
torpedoes  have  been  furnished  by  the  army,  and  an  attempt  was  made  last  night 
to  place  them  in  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  the  entrance  being  watched,  it  was 
found  impracticable.  Another  effort  was  made  to-day  at  two  o'clock  p.  m., 
when  the  ram  was  discovered  two  miles  above  on  his  way  out.  During  the  en- 
gagement a  seine  was  laid  out  across  the  ram's  bow,  in  obedience  to  orders,  to 
tiy  and  foul  his  propeller,  but  he  passed  over  it  without  injury.  A  torpedo  was 
rigged  out  from  the  bow  of  the  Miami,  and  she  was  ordered  to  go  ahead  and 
attempt  to  explode  it,  but  from  some  cause,  yet  unexplained,  it  was  not  done. 
She  ran  up,  however,  sheered  off  and  delivered  her  broadside,  and  continued  to 
fiie  at  him  rapidly.  The  injuries  sustained  by  the  ram  are  thought  to  be  con- 
siderable, but  his  motive  power  is  evidently  uninjured.  His  boats  were  knocked 
off  from  the  decks  and  his  stack  riddled,  and  it  is  also  believed  that  one  of  his 
guns  was  disabled.  The  ram  is  ceitainly  very  formidable.  He  is  fast  for  that 
class  of  vessel,  making  from  six  to  seven  knots,  turns  quickly,  and  is  armed 
with  heavy  guns,  as  is  proved  by  the  100-pounder  Brooks  projectile  that 
entered  and  lodged  in  the  Mattabesett,  and  lUO-pounder  Whitworth  shot  re- 
ceived by  the  Wyalusing,  while  the  shot  fired  at  him  were  seen  to  strike  fire 
upon  the  casemates  and  hull,  flying  upwards  and  falling  in  the  water  without 
having  had  any  preceptible  effect  upon  the  vessel.  I  had  tried  the  effect  of 
ramming  (as  suggested  by  the  department)  in  the  case  of  the  Sassacus,  and  was 
deterred  from  rep<*ating  the  experiment  by  the  injury  she  had  sustained,  and  a 
signal  from  the  Wyalusing  that  she  was  sinking,  which,  if  the  latter  had  been 
eorrect,  (and  I  wa8  not  informed  to  the  contrary  until  after  the  vessels  came  to 
anchor,)  would  have  left  too  small  a  force  of  eflicient  vessels  to  keep  the  control 
of  the  sound,  which  I  now  hold,  and  shall  be  able  to  maintain  against  any  rebel 
force  that  they  will  be  able  to  organize  at  this  point  when  present  damages  are 
repaired.  I  am  convinced  that  side-wheel  steamers  cannot  be  laid  alongside  of 
the  Albemarle  without  totally  disabling  their  wheels,  which  is  the  reason  for 
not  adopting  the  suggestion  contained  in  your  order  to  me  of  the  23d  instant. 
It  is  reported  that  the  rebel  barges  with  troops  were  at  the  mouth  of  the  Croatan 
river  ready  to  come  out,  and  a  steamer  was  seen  in  that  direction,  but  in  regard 
to  the  first  I  have  no  positive  information. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  list  of  casualties  on  board  the  several  vessels  engaged, 
and  will  forwanl  the  detailed  reports  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  and 
damages  they  sustained  so  soon  as  they  are  received  from  the  commanding 
officer.     I  al:<o  forward  you  a  hurried  sketch  of  the  appearance  of  the  ram. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELAN(;T0N  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer  in  the  Sound, 
Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N,  A>  B,  Squadron. 
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Additional  report  of  Captain  M.  Smith. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett, 

Of  Roanoke  River,  May  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  should  have  embodied  in  my  report  the  number  of  prisoners,  arms, 
&c..  captured  in  the  Bombshell,  but  the  Sassacus,  who  took  her  in  charge  after 
being  herself  disabled,  is  anchored  some  distance  below,  and  has  not  com- 
municated with  me,  and  I  have  no  available  steamer  to  communicate  with  him. 
I  am  trying  again  to  place  torpedoes  in  the  bend  of  the  Boanoke  river  two  miles 
and  a  half  from  the  mouth. 

I  am,  very  respectfully*,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH,  Captain. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 


General  Order  a»  to  plan  of  attack, 

general  order. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett, 

Albemarle  Sound,  May  2,  1864. 

The  steamers  will  advance  in  the  third  order  of  steaming,  the  Miami  leading 
the  second  line  of  steamers. 

Miami,  Mattabesett, 

Ceres,  Sassacus, 

Commodore  Hull,  Wyalusing, 

Seymour,  Whitehead. 

The  proposed  plan  of  attack  will  be  for  the  large  vessels  to  pass  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  ram,  without  endangering  their  wheels,  delivering  their  fire  and 
rounding  to  immediately  for  a  second  discharge. 

The  steamer  Miami  will  attack  the  ram  and  endeavor  to  explode  her  torpedo 
at  any  moment  she  may  have  the  advantage,  or  a  favorable  opportunity.  Spe- 
cific orders  cannot  be  siven  for  the  attack,  as  the  manoeuvring  of  the  ram  can- 
not be  anticipated,  ana  the  only  order  considered  necessary  is  to  sink,  destroy 
or  capture  by  some  or  all  methods  here  suggested.  The  stern  of  the  ram  is  to 
be  fired  at  by  any  of  the  vessels  having  a  heavy  gun,  taking  care  not  to  fire 
when  any  of  our  own  vessels  are  in  range.  The  propeller  is  to  be  fouled  if 
possible  by  lines  from  the  stems  of  our  vessels,  or  with  the  fish-net  as  hereUH 
tore  proposed. 

The  stack  of  the  ram  is  supposed  to  be  capped,  rendering  it  imposBible  to 
throw  powder  or  shell  down,  but  all  vessels  having  hose  should  be  prepared  to 
lead  them  up  under  the  cap  in  the  event  of  getting  alongside.  The  stem  and 
ports  are  probably  the  most  vulnerable  points,  and  should  be  assailed  by  eraiy 
vessel  having  an  opportunity  to  fire  into  them.  A  blow  from  the  ram  most  DO 
received,  if  pos^sible,  on  the  bow,  and  as  near  the  stem  as  our  steering  will  per« 
mit ;  and  if  the  prod  should  enter  a  vessel  in  that  manner,  open  wide  ana  go 
ahead  to  prevent  her  withdrawing  it,  when  the  other  vessels  will  attack  tat 
propeller. 

Should  the  thirty  armed  launches  accompany  the  ram,  the  small  steamers  will 
run  them  down,  using  their  howitzers  with  shrapnellon  approaching,  and  hand- 
grenades  when  n^ar.  Small  grapnels  should  be  in  readiness  to  throw  at  the 
stack  and  secure  our  vessels  alongside  when  other  experiments  have  £Euled« 
Bamming  may  be  resorted  to,  but  the  peculiar  construction  of  the  stems  of  the 
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donble-enders  will  render  this  a  matter  of  serious  consideration  with  their  com- 
manders, who  will  be  at  liberty  to  nse  their  judgment  as  to  the  proprietj  of 
this  coorae  when  a  chance  shall  present  itself. 

M.  SMITH, 

Senior  Officer, 


Cafualties  an  hoard  the  Sasiocus. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus, 

May  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  casualties  arising  on 
board  this  ship  from  the  engagemen  t  of  the  5th  instant. 

James  M.  Hobby,  Ist  assistant  engineer,  scalded  severely ;  G.  H.  Doyle,  1st 
elass  fireman,  ditto;  Thomas  Welch,  1st  class  fireman,  scalded, perhaps  fatally  ; 
James  Tillot,  Ist  class  fireman,  William  Sutherland,  1st  class  fireman,  Edward 
Kelly,  2d  class  fireman,  and  Joseph  MniTay,  2d  class  fireman,  scalded  and 
wounded,  perhaps  fatally;  0.  H.  Merrcll,  2d  class  fireman,  scalded  very 
aeverely ;  Charles  White,  2d  class  fireman,  scalded  very  severely ;  Thomas 
Johnson,  2d  coal-heaver,  killed  ;  John  English,  coal-heaver,  M.  Sullivan,  coal- 
heaver,  and  E.  Sullivan,  coal-heaver,  scalded ;  E.  H.  Mayer,  ensign,  and  E. 
Sawyer,  ensign,  contusion,  not  severe  ;  E.  Clayton,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John 
Lang*  captain  after  guard,  wounded  severely ;  Wm.  McKay,  carpenter's  mate, 
and  Qeo.  Simms,  captain's  steward,  wounded,  not  seriously ;  and  T.  W.  Smith, 
,  scalded. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDGAR  HOLDEN, 


Lieut.  Com.  F.  A.  Roe, 

Commanding. 


Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S,  N. 


Casualties  on  board  the  Mattahesett. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett, 

Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  5,  1864. 

Sift  :  I  would  most  respectfully  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this 
ship  during  the  action  with  the  rebel  ram  to-day  : 

Killed. — Ralph  E.  Lake,  1st  class  fireman,  and  William  H.  Dcwitt,  1st  class 
boy. 

Wounded, — James  L.  Plunkett,  acting  master,  contusion  of  right  thigh  ; 
Daniel  Lamon,  captain  forecastle,  lacerated  wound  of  scalp  ;  James  Mulvehill, 
ordinary  seaman,  contused  wound  of  back  and  left  elbow ;  Grccnburg  T.  Smith, 
landsman,  contused  wound  of  left  shoulder ;  Charles  F.  Mocller,  Int  class  boy, 
wound  of  right  knee  and  ecchymosis  of  left  eye-brow  aud  lid  ;  John  13.  Jewett, 
Ijundisnian,  punctured  wound  of  right  fore-arm. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  P.  BOYER, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  N, 
Commander  John  C.  Febiger,  U.  S.  N. 
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Casualties  on  hoard  the  Wyalunmg. 

United  States  Steamer  Wyalusino, 

Off  Roanoke  River,  May  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  John  A.  01iyer»  landsman,  hy  being 
struck  on  the  right  side  of  the  head,  on  the  temporal  bone  near  the  suture,  by  a 
fragment  of  iron  shot  away  from  off  one  of  the  starboard  smoke-stack  gujSt 
forward,  penetrating  his  skull  into  the  brain.  He  was  killed  at  the  9-inch  gna 
forward. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  W.  SARTORI,  U.S.N. 
Lieutenant  Commander  W.  W.  Queen, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Wyalusing,  off' Roanoke  River,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  John  C.  Fehiger. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabbsbtt, 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  vessel  yesterday  in  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle.  At  8 
p.  m.,  discovering  the  picket  boats  stationed  off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  river 
to  he  falling  back,  as  ordered  when  the  ram  appeared,  we  made  general  signal  to 
get  under  way.  At  3.10  got  under  way  and  stood  up  the  sound,  with  the  Sas* 
sacuB,  Wyalusing  and  Whitehead  following  in  first  order  of  steaming.  At  3.45 
made  signal,  "ram  is  out;''  the  Miami,  Commodore  Hull,  and  Ceres  falling 
into  position  as  we  came  up  on  port  quarter,  thus  forming  the  third  order»  as 
directed.  At  4.20  Miami  made  signal,  '*  the  enemy  is  retreating,"  the  ram  and 
gunboat  being  observed  to  have  their  heads  pointing  towards  the  entrance  of 
Roanoke  river,  distance  about  ten  (10)  miles.  At  4.40,  when  abaft  the  ram's 
beam,  she  fired  two  shots,  one  of  which  cut  away  both  rails  of  launch  and  spar 
across  davits,  scattering  splinters  and  wounding  Acting  Master  Plunkett  very 
slightly,  two  men  severely  and  three  slightly,  all  belonging  to  forward  rifle  gun. 
Noticing  immediately  after  the  firing  an  evident  intention  on  the  part  of  the  ram 
to  run  into  us,  the  helm  was  ordered  to  starboard,  sheering  to  port,  thus  causing 
US  to  pass  at  a  greater  distance  than  was  our  intention.  At  4.45,  when  a  little 
abaft  the  ram's  beam,  at  between  one  hundred  (100)  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
( 150)  yards  distance,  fired  our  starboard  rifles  and  ^9)  nine-inch  guns  with  solid 
shot,  passing  ahead,  and  when  nearly  abeam  of  the  Bombshell  firing  the  star- 
board howitzers  and  forward  rifles  at  her.  She  immediately  hauling  down  her 
colors  and  showing  a  white  flog,  orders  were  at  once  given  to  stop  firing  on  her, 
and  the  howitzer's  crew  were  sent  to  assist  the  crews  of  the  two  rifle  guns.  Pass- 
ing ahead,  the  helm  was  put  to  port  with  the  intention  of  running  close  along 
the  starboard  side  of  the  enemy ;  but  the  smaller  vessel  not  keeping  position  or 
following  our  lead,  we  were  soon  compelled  to  stop  the  engine,  being  within  tbdr 
line  of  fire.  Our  vessels  at  this  time  were  on  botb  sides  of  the  AlDeniarle»  ibis 
vessel,  the  Wyalusing,  and  Sassacus  being  the  only  ones  that  had  then  rounded 
her  bows,  we  being  on  her  quarter,  Sassacus  abeam,  and  Wyalusing  on  star- 
board bow,  all  having  stopped  their  engines.  At  5.05  the  Sassacus  ran  down 
bows  on,  striking  the  Albemarle  on  starboard  quarter.  After  remaining  in  contact 
some  few  minutes  she  disengaged  herself,  and  soon  afterwards  was  seen  to  be 
enveloped  in  steam ;  at  this  time  the  colors  of  the  Albemarle  were  either  shot 
away  or  hauled  down,  and  were  not  hoisted  again  during  the  action.  As  her 
fire  had  ceased,  we  were  under  the  impression  that  she  had  surrendered,  vntiltabon 
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after  the  Sassacns  bad  got  clear,  she  was  observed  to  resume  it ;  tbis  vessel  and 
others  immediately  doing  the  same.  Tbe  squadron  still  remaining  ont  of  posi- 
tion and  endangering  each  other  by  their  fire,  our  attention  was  turned  to  get- 
ting them  into  line.  At  5.20  we  made  signal  to  Miami  *'  to  pass  within  hail  ;** 
(she  was  soon  after  hailed  and  ordered  to  go  ahead  and  try  her  torpedo.)  At 
6.30  made  general  signal  to  keep  in  line,  and  at  5.45  repeated  tbe  signal.  At 
6US5  made  signal  to  Wyalusing  "  to  cease  firing,"  she  being  still  on  ram's  star- 
board bow;  the  remainder  of  the  vessels  (with  the  exception  of  the  Sassacus,  which 
had  hanled  off)  were  taking  position  on  port  quarter  of  the  enemy.  At  6.05 
made  general  signal  to  keep  close  order.  At  6.45  made  signal  to  Wyalusing  to 
firing,  she  at  tbe  time  coming  round  to  take  position.     Soon  after  hailing 


her  with  an  order  to  go  ahead  of  the  line  and  pass  close  to  Albemarle,  in  reply 
ahe  reported  herself  sinking,  and  at  6.55  made  signal  "  sinking  ;*'  but  still  going 
ahead,  finally  took  her  position.  Finding  that  the  line  was  gradually  edging  ou, 
we  steamed  ahead  inside,  delivering  our  fire  as  rapidly  as  possible  when  on  the 
qoarter  and  abeam  of  the  enemy,  and  after  having  passed  ahead  attempted  to 
lay  our  seine  in  her  course  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  her  propellers,  but,  unfor- 
tonately,  it  was  torn  and  lost  before  getting  into  the  desirea  position.  We  then 
rounded  the  vessel  to  port,  working  the  port  battery ;  when  nearly  abeam  of  the 
enemy  we  received  a  six-inch  rifle  shot,  which  entered  on  the  port  side  below 
wheef-honse  enards  and  abaft  wheel,  passing  through  water-ways,  combings  of 
CDgine-room  natch,  wounding  a  first-class  fireman  and  bov  so  severely  that  they 
died  eoon  afterwards,  and  bringing  up  in  small  arm  locker.  Tbis  shot  is  pre- 
■erred  on  board,  and  is  marked  with  the  name  of  John  M.  Brooke.  At  7.30, 
growing  quite  dark,  ceased  firing,  and  at  8  made  private  signal  to  anchor,  com- 
ing into  line  abreast,  heading  to  southward. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  our  crew,  officers,  and  men  was  all 
and  more  than  could  be  reasonably  expected  from  the  imperfect  state  of  organi- 
sation, having  had  but  few  opportunities  for  exercise  and  drill  since  our  hurried 
departure  from  New  York.  1  he  firing  was  remarkably  good  under  the  circum- 
ataneee,  but  the  shot  seemed  to  have  but  little  effect  upon  the  enemy. 

Our  pilot,  Mr.  Tooker,  deserves  mention  for  coolness  and  attention  to  his  du- 
tiea  during  our  constant  manoeuvrings. 

Ehielofled  are  returns  of  gunner's  expenditures  and  report  of  injuries.  The  sur- 
geon's report  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  submit. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  FEBIGER, 

Ckwimander, 

Captain  Mblancton  Smith, 

Commanding  Officer  of  Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C. 


Ammunition  expended  on  board  the  MattabeteU, 

IN  gunnrr's  department. 

Nineteen  13  pound  chai^gcs,  IX-inch. 

Four  10-pound  charges,  IX-iuch. 

Twenty-seven  10-pound  chaiiges,  100-pounder  Parrott. 

Sixty  primers. 

Kineteen  grommet  wads. 

Four  junk  wads. 

Three  breechings. 

Two  lock  striugs. 

One  2-poand  ehaige^  84«pounder  howitzer. 
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One  1-pound  charge,  12  pounder  rifle. 
Twenty-seven  solid  shot,  lOO-pounder  Pairott. 
Twenty-three  solid  shot,  9-incn. 
One  shrapnell,  24-pounder  howitzer. 
One  Dahlgren  shell,  12-pounder  howitzer. 
One  thumb-screw. 

Eight  muskets  and  eight  sabre  bayonets,  with  scabbards. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

A.  N.  MITCHELL, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 


Report  of  damages  of  the  United  States  steamer  Mattahesett  in  the  4tciion  rf 

May  5,  1864. 

carpenter's  department. 

Rail  of  launch  stove  in,  and  davit  spar  carried  away ;  shot  through  water- 
ways, just  abaft  port  wheel ;  passed  on  through  combing  of  engine-room  hatch, 
carrying  away  the  two  after  stanchions  of  hand-rail  around  crank-room,  then 
through  sbirboard  combing,  and  carried  away  two  sections  ol  engine-room  bulk- 
heads and  one  section  of  gallery  bulkhead ;  also  carried  away  deck  bell-pulb 
and  second  locker  of  armory  on  starboard  side ;  forward  stanchion  of  homcane 
deck  on  port  side  carried  away  by  No.  1  9-inch  broadside. 

boatswain's  department. 

S(|uare-sail  buntlines. 
Both  vangs  of  main  gaff. 
Starboard  main  boom  topping  lift 
Peak  halyards  stranded. 

Port  main-topmast  stay  and  main-topmast  back  stay. 
One  seine. 

All  t<hrouds  starboard  main  lower  rigging  stranded,  and  forward  shroud  of 
starboard  fore  lower  rigging  ditto ;  also  one  ratline  carried  away  by  same  shot 
KespectfuUy  submitted. 

A.  N.  MITCHELL, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Rcppectfully  forwarded. 

MELANOTON  SMITH. 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  department  Commmnder 
Fcbigf^r  seoms  to  have  handled  his  vessel  well,  and,  with  his  officers  and  meiit  to 
deserve  much  credit  for  gallant  conduct. 

D.  P*  LEEf 
Acting  Rear^AdmirmL 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F,  A,  Roe. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassaccs, 
Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina,  May  6,  18G4 
9iR :  I  respectfully  report  on  the  action  of  this  vessel  with  the  rebel  iron* 
clad  Albemarle  and  gunboat  Bombshell  at  the  head  of  Albemarle  sound,  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  5th  instant,  in  company  with  the  squadron  under  your 
command. 
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Steaming  up  the  sound  about  4  p.  m.  yesterday,  tbe  Sassacus  occupied  the 
tation  next  astern  the  Mattabcsett,  and  the  Wyalusing  following,  when  we 
oade  out  the  ram,  accompanied  by  the  Bombshell  and  another  steamer,  coming 
lown,  driving  the  Miami  and  picket  boats  before  them.  Following  your  lead  in 
he  Mattabesett,  I  headed  up  the  pass  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  ram,  and 
rhen  nearly  abreast  of  her  starboard  beam  the  Sassticus  delivered  her  broad- 
ide.  In  this  time  the  ram  sheered  with  lier  port  helm  for  the  purpose  of  ram- 
aing,  bat  our  superior  speed  foiled  her  in  this  attempt,  and  the  Sassacus  passed 
LTOund  her  stem  with  a  hard  port  helm.  Off  the  port  quarter  of  the  ram  lay  the 
Bombshell,  which  had  opened  fire  simultaneous  witli  the  ram,  with  rifle  guns, 
rhich  had  annoyed  me  a  good  deal.  I  gave  her  the  starboard  battery,  each 
ibot  hulling  her,  when  she  displayed  white  flags  and  signals  of  surrender.  Pass- 
ap  to  iAoAQ  hail  of  her,  I  demanded  of  her  if  she  had  surrendered.  They 
Mua  they  had,  and  the  rebel  flag  was  hauled  down,  and  I  ordered  her  to  drop 
lown  out  of  the  way  and  anchor;  this  was  done. 

A8  the  Mattabesett  had  passed  around  the  stem  of  the  ram,  and  was  heading 
lown  the  sound  again,  the  ram  had  turned  partially  round  with  a  port  helm, 

1  now  lay  broadsiiie  to  me.     As  the  Sassacus  had  been  drawn  off  some  little 
ince  by  her  operations  and  capture  of  the  Bombshell,  she  had  a  good  dis- 

X  to  get  headway,  and  seeing  the  favorable  moment  before  me,  I  ordered 

I  steam  and  open  throttle,  and  laid  the  ships  fair  for  the  broadside  of  the  ram 

mn  her  down.     The  Sassacus  struck  her  fairly  just  abaft  her  starboard 

1  in  the  position  of  the  rear  of  the  house  or  c;isemate,  with  a  speed  of  nine 

so  len  knots,  making  twenty-two  revolutions  with  thirty  pounds  steam.     As  I 

itmck,  she  sent  a  100-pounder  rifle  shot  through  and  through  from  starboard 

bow  to  port  side,  on  the  berth  deck. 

The  collision  was  pretty  heavy,  and  the  ram  careened  a  good  deal — so  much 
BO«  that  the  water  washed  over  her  deck  forward  and  aft  the  casemate.  At  one 
time  I  thought  she  was  going  down  ;  I  kept  the  engine  going,  pushing,  as  I  hoped, 
deeper  and  deeper  into  her,  and  also  hoping  it  might  be  possible  for  some  one 

the  boats  to  get  up  on  the  opposite  side  of  me,  and  perhaps  enable  us  to  sink 

I        or  at  least  to  get  well  on  to  him  on  all  sides  ;  I  ret^iined  this  position  full 

minutes,  throwing  grenades  down  her  deck  hatch,  and  trying  in  vain  to  get 

irdcr  into  her  smoke-stack,  and  receiving  volleys  of  musketry,  when  the  stem 

the  ram  began  to  go  round,  and  her  broadside  port  bearing  on  our  starboard 
DOW,  when  the  ram  tired  and  sent  a  100-pounder  Brooks  rifle  shot  through  the 

xboard  side  on  the  berth  deck,  passing  through  the  empty  bunkers  into  the 
starboard  boiler,  clean  through  it  fore  and  aft,  and  finally  lodging  in  the  ward- 
room. In  a  moment  the  steam  filled  every  portion  of  the  ship,  from  the  hurri- 
cane deck  to  the  fire-rooms,  killing  some,  stifling  some,  and  rendering  all  move- 
ment for  a  time  impossible.  When  the  steam  cleared  away  so  I  could  look 
aroand  me,  I  saw  my  antagonist  was  away  from  me,  and  steaming  off.  In  the 
mean  time  the  engine  was  going,  as  no  one  could  do  anything  below  ;  some  six- 
teen men  being  scalded.  I  then  put  the  helm  hard  a- port,  headed  up  the  sound, 
and  around  to  the  land,  in  order  to  clear  the  field  for  the  other  boats.  Soon,  as 
the  steam  cleared  up  and  the  effect  of  the  explosion  over,  the  officers  and  men 
immediately  went  to  the  guns,  and  kept  them  going  upon  the  enemy  until  we 
drifU^  out  of  range.  I  tried  to  ricochet  several  nine-inch  shot,  so  that  she 
might  be  stmck  on  her  bottom  by  the  upward  bound  of  the  shot,  but  I  had  the 
mortification  to  see  every  shot  strike  the  water  inside  of  her,  and  rise  on  the 
opposite  side  of  her.  While  along.side  of  her,  and  almost  simultaneous  with  the 
GmSkI  shot  of  the  enemy,  Acting  Ensign  Mayer  sent  a  100-p<mnder  solid  shot 
at  her  port,  which  broke  into  fragments,  one  of  which  rebounded  and  fell  on 
our  deck,  as  did  aLio  some  fragments  of  grenades.  While  thus  together,  I  fired 
three  separate  shots  into  one  of  her  ports ;  we  clearly  ol)S(>rv(:d  the  muzzles  of 
two  of  his  guns  broken  very  badly.  After  the  separation  of  the  two  vessels, 
92f 
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the  Sassacus  was  headed  finally  down  the  sound,  and  continued  to  move  verj 
slowly,  working  on  a  yacuum,  and  finally  stopped,  when  I  dropped  anchor.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Mattabesett  and  Wyalusing  gallantly  went  in,  and  the  fight 
was  nobly  maintained  by  those  vessels. 

While  I  regret  the  unfortunate  accident  which  drifted  the  Sassacus  out  of 
action,  I  cannot  but  hope  and  believe  that  her  struggle  with  the  iron-clad  ram 
at  such  close  quarters,  and  the  act  of  running  her  down,  were  productive  of 
great  good.  If  we  ever  hear  from  the  shots  delivered  when  alongside  of  the 
ram,  it  will  be  consoling  to  us,  as  I  am  convinced  they  did  some  execution  in 
the  port.  Yet  I  am  forced  to  think  that  the  Albemarle  is  more  formidable 
than  the  Merrimack  or  Atlantic,  for  our  solid  100-pounder  rifle  shot  flew  into 
splinters  upon  her  iron  plates.  I  have  to  report  that  the  signal-books  of  this 
vessel  were  thrown  overboard  and  sunk  at  the  time  the  boiler  was  struck  and 
the  nhip  enveloped  in  suffocating  steam.  It  was  appalling  for  a  few  moments, 
and  the  devotion  with  which  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Sassacus  stuck  to  and 
worked  the  guns  fills  me  with  professional  pride.  After  anchoring,  I  sent  the 
army  steam  tug  to  bring  the  gunboat  Bombshell,  which  had  surrendered  to  ufi, 
before  we  struck  the  ram  under  our  guns.  1  then  put  a  prize  crew  aboard, 
pumped  her  out,  started  her  fires,  and  got  up  steam  on  her.  She  is  now  ready 
to  move.  I  took  her  prisoners  from  the  Ceres,  where  they  had  been  tempora- 
rily placed.  The  injuries  to  the  Sassacus  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  officers 
of  difl'erent  departments,  which  I  herewith  enclose,  as  also  the  surgeon's  report 
of  scalded  and  wounded.  I  would  respectfully  report  the  Sassacus  as  disaolcd 
for  active  operations  until  she  can  be  repaired,  and  would  request  a  survey  upon 
her  when  it  is  convenient  to  grant  it.  In  this  unequal  conflict  of  the  wooden 
gunboats  ugainRt  an  iron-clad,  it  gives  me  special  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  gal- 
lant and  devoted  bearing  of  officers  and  men.  The  maintenance  of  the  fight 
with  their  guns  after  the  frightful  disaster  of  the  boiler,  was  worthy  of  the 
proudest  day  of  our  naval  history.  The  divisional  officers  were  cool,  and  I 
muHt  note  that  Acting  Ensign  Mayer,  at  the  forward  rifle,  100-pounder,  when 
loading  and  firing  almost  muzzle  to  muzzle  with  the  enemy's  gun,  was  beautiful 
in  his  cool  courage.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  fine  conduct  of 
Acting  Masters  A.  W.  Muldaur  and  C.  A.  Boutelle.  These  officers  were  as 
cool  and  fearless  as  if  at  a  general  exercise.  I  respectfully  recommend  each  for 
prom«)tion  to  the  grade  of  lieutenant,  deserved  for  good  behavior  and  abiUtj 
before  the  enemy  in  battle.  I  also  respectfully  recommend  Acting  Master's 
Mate  O'Hara  for  examination  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  ensign.  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  G.  De  F.  Bm'tou  acted  as  aid  and  signal  officer  to  me,  aud 
I  Uike  pleair<ure  in  acknowledging  his  coolness  aud  attention  to  duty  while  under 
a  hot  fire,  where  he  voluntarily  placed  himself. 

To  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  First  Assistant  Engineer  J,  M.  Hobby  the 
government  is  probably  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  the  Sassacus  from  a 
worse  disaster.  While  every  one  who  could  was  forced  to  seek  safety  by 
flight  from  the  scalding  clouds  of  steam,  Mr.  Hobby  stood  at  his  post  by  the 
machinery,  and  though  fearfully  scalded  himself,  he  cared  for  his  macbinciT 
until  the  engine  finally  stopped.  If  it  were  possible  to  promote  this  oflicer,! 
earnestly  and  devoutly  beg  it  may  be  done,  for  I  consider  that  it  has  bc^n 
amply  and  professionally  won. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  KOE, 
Lieutenant  Commander, 

Ca'J)tain  M.  Smith, 

Com'Jg  Naval  Forces  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Firtt  Anistant  Engineer  J.  M,  Hohhy, 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus, 
Albemarle  Sounds  North  Carolina^  May  5, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  damage  eustained  by  the  machineir 
of  this  ship  daring  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Boanoke  on  the  fifui 
instant: 

At  6  p.  m.  a  six-inch  rifled  solid  shot  came  throngh  the  starboard  side  of  the 
ship  about  five  feet  above  the  berth  deck ;  it  passed  through  the  forward  bunker 
into  the  starboard  boiler,  seven  feet  from  the  front  and  fourteen  inches  from 
the  top,  cutting  T-iron  braces  and  dry  pipe ;  thence  through  the  after  end  of 
the  boiler,  cutting  away  Wordworth  pump,  steam  and  exhaust  pipes,  through 
engine-room ;  cutting  a  stanchion,  thermometer,  and  exhaust  unhooking  gear 
between  main  cylinder  and  condenser ;  thence  through  bulkhead  into  the  ward- 
TOonL  The  starboard  wheel  is  badly  knocked  out  of  shape  by  coming  in  con- 
tact with  the  ram's  stem  as  we  passed  her.  The  escape  of  steam  was  so  great 
MM  to  reduce  the  pressure  in  the  ooiler  to  nothing  almost  instantaneously.  The 
ateAm  so  filled  the  engine  and  fire  rooms  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  exertions 
on  the  part  of  the  engineers  that  the  fires  were  hauled.  The  division  of  firemen 
irere  all  scalded  and  one  instantly  killed. 

We  will  be  able  to  finish  the  repairs  by  to-morrow  sufficiently  well  as  to 
steam  under  one  boiler. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  HOBBY, 
First  Assistant  Engineer,  in  charge, 

lientenant  Commander  F.  A.  Boe, 

Com^dg  U.  S,  Steamer  Sassacus, 

[Indorsement.] 

AoAWAM,  May  16,  1864. 

The  attention  of  the  Navy  Department  is  respectfully  called  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Boe,  and  that  of  the  officers  whom  he  recom- 
menda  for  promotion. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  W.  W,  Queen, 

United  States  Steamer  Wyalusino, 
Albemarle  Sound,  off  Roanoke  River,  May  6,  1864. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  signal,  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  of  5th  we  immediately 

S>t  tinder  way,  taking  our  station  in  line  astern  of  the  Sassacus,  the  Matta- 
»»ett  leading,  and  stood  up  the  sound  in  dose  order. 

Signals  were  made  by  you  soon  afterwards  that  the  ram  was  out ;  we  also 
diM!overed  at  the  same  time  that  our  picket  boats  were  falling  back,  pursued 
by  the  ram  and  two  steamers  in  company.  We  immediately  beat  to  quarters, 
(at  27  minutes  past  4  o'clock ;)  being  in  close  range,  about  500  yards,  we 
opened  fire,  simultaneously  with  the  Mattabesett  and  Sassacus,  passing  the  ram 
at  the  distance  of  150  yards,  firing  rapidly.  In  rounding  the  mm  we  came  in 
contact  with  one  of  her  consorts.  It  was  my  intention  to  run  her  down,  but 
dlecoTered  in  time  she  had  surrendered  ;  we  immediately  backed  clear  of  her, 
and  again  attacked  the  ram,  which  had  been  in  contact  with  the  Sassacus,  who 
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bad  run  into  her.  As  sbc  cleared  from  the  Sassacus,  in  firing  from  our  vessel 
we  cut  her  signal  halyards  ;  slie  hauled  down  the  flag,  and  I  supposed  she  had 
suiTendered,  as  she  did  not  hoist  it  again  during  the  action*  but  was  soon  con- 
vinced to  the  contrary. 

At  5.30,  flag-ship  made  general  signal  to  keep  close  in  line ;  at  5.45  repeated 
the  signal ;  at  5.55  made  signal  to  this  ship  to  cease  filing.  At  this  time  we 
were  passing  around  the  ram  to  form  again  into  line,  which  had  been  inter^ 
rupted  by  the  second  division,  who  were  firing  at  long  range  and  over  this  ship. 
At  6.05  resumed  our  position  in  close  order,  by  signal  from  the  flag-ship.  At 
6.45,  having  again  passed  around  the  ram,  signals  were  made  to  cease  firing. 
At  this  time  a  report  was  made  to  me  by  the  executive  officer  and  third  ai>sistant 
engineer,  J.  J.  Donohoe,  who  was  stationed  at  the  bell,  that  the  ship  was 
sinking.  I  immediately  signalized  it,  and  sent  an  order  to  chief  engineer  to 
start  all  the  pumps.  He  informed  me  that  it  was  not  necessary,  as  the  ship 
was  not  making  more  water  than  usual. 

I  was  hailed  from  the  flag-ship,  but  could  not  understand  what  was  said.  I 
made  again  fur  the  ram,  and  followed  her  up  closely,  passing  arouud  her  and 
firing  as  often  as  possible  at  her,  the  distance  varying  from  one  hundred  yards 
and  upwards.  Near  the  close  of  the  action  one  of  the  pieces  of  the  forward 
port-side  plating  of  the  ram  was  seen  to  fly  off,  from  the  effects  of  one  of  our 
shot.  At  7.30  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing,  and  by  private  signal  we 
anchored  at  8  o'clock. 

We  received  the  following  damages :  One  shell  exploded  in  the  starboard 
wheel-house,  cutting  away  two  of  the  outer  rims  of  the  starboard  wheel  and 
blowing  ofl'  a  portion  of  the  top  part  of  the  wheel-house ;  passing  through  the 
aft  pilot-house,  damaging  the  steering  wheel,  breaking  the  compass,  tearing  off 
a  portion  of  the  plating,  and  passing  through  and  through  the  mainmast  about 
thirty  feet  above  dt^ck ;  also  through  the  hurricane  deck  into  the  starboard 
bath-room,  and  chipping  a  piece  off  of  the  top  of  the  aft  howitzer  mounted  on 
the  hurricane  deck.  The  second  shot  passed  between  the  bottom  of  the  gig 
and  the  rail,  knocking  off  all  her  under  planking,  carrying  away  the  starboard 
smokestack  guy,  killing  ono  of  the  men  at  the  IX-inch  gun,  tearing  away  the 
stanchion  supporting  the  hurricane  deck  amidships,  then  through  the  engineer's 
storeroom  on  the  port  guard  forehead.  The  third  shot  came  in  ou  the  star- 
board side  of  the  berth  deck,  near  the  dispensary,  tearing  away  ladder,  bulkhead; 
through  the  port  coal-bunkers,  passing  out  in  the  port  side  a  few  feet  forward  of 
the  boiler.  The  fourth  shot  came  in  on  the  starboard  quarter  about  three  (oti 
above  the  water  line,  passing  through  the  cabin,  destroying  mirror,  chaiiBi 
furniture,  &c.,  &c.,  bulkhead,  companion-way,  pantries ;  striking  against  a  knee 
in  tlie  aft  room,  on  the  port  side  of  wardroom,  glancing  upwards,  tearing  up  the 
deck  plankings,  starting  the  water-ways,  and  breaking  away  two  of  the  sUrtt 
for  th(>,  breechings,  landing  on  deck ;  this  proved  to  be  a  100-pound  Whitwortk 
solid  rifle  bhot.  The  fifth  passed  over  the  quarter  deck  in  a  parallel  line  with 
the  pivot  gun,  passing  through  one  of  the  port  shutters.  Pieces  of  exploded 
shell  cut  away  one  of  the  shrouds  of  the  main  rigging ;  also  the  braila,  pasting 
through  the  mainsail. 

The  officers  and  crew  fought  bravely,  and  have  merited  my  highest  thanks 
for  tlie  manner  in  which  they  handled  their  several  batteries.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  bestowed  upon  them. 

Mj  executive  officer.  Acting  Master  William  R.  Hath  way,  who  is  one  of  the 
oldest  appointments  in  this  grade,  I  strongly  recommend  for  promotion.  The 
surgeon  and  paymaster  rendered  me  very  iin]>ortant  aid  in  the  supply  of  amma- 
nition  and  in  making  themselves  generally  useful.  The  chief  engineer,  H.  H. 
Stewart,  handled  the  machinery  in  a  mobt  able  manner.  I  am  also  indebted 
to  my  clerk,  George  U.  White,  jr.,  who  acted  as  my  aid,  for  the  efficient  nunner 
in  which  he  carried  out  my  orders. 
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Expended  the  following  ammunition  : 
75  lO-ponnd  chai^R,  100-poundcr  rifle. 
47  solid  shot,  100- pounder  rifle. 
20  5"  shell,  100-pounder  rifle. 

8  perenssion  shell,  100-ponnder  rifle. 
40  13-ponnd  charges,  IX-inch  gun. 
30  10-pound  charges,  IX-inch  gun. 
37  solid  shot,  IX-inch  gun. 
33  5"  shell,  IX-inch  gun. 
18  shell,  24-pounder  howitzer. 
27  shrapnell,  24-pounder  howitzer. 
210  primers. 
I  enclose  you  the  surgeon  and  chief  en^neer's  report. 

I  bave  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  QUEEN, 
Lieutenant  Cammander,  Commanding. 
Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Officer  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

[Indorsement.] 

AoAWAM,  May  16,  1864. 

Lieatenant  Commander  Queen,  his  officers,  and  men  appear  to  have  done 
well  their  part  in  this  gallant  action. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral. 


Report  of  Chief  Engineer  H.  H.  Stewart* 

United  States  Steamer  Wyalusino, 

Albemarle  Sound,  May  6,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  carefully  examined  the  engines,  boilers,  and  dependencies  of 
this  Tessel,  and,  agreeably  to  your  request,  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
fbllowiug  is  the  amount  of  damage  sustained  during  the  late  action  : 

Two  of  the  outer  rims  in  the  starboard  wheel  were  fractured,  and  a  portion 
of  the  top  of  the  wheel-house  blown  off;  one  of  the  smoke-pipe  guys  was  cut 
<iff ;  one  of  the  bell-wires  also  gave  way  during  the  engagement,  but  has  been 
npaired. 

I  am  yours,  respectfully, 

H.  H.  STEWART, 
Chief  Engijieer,  United  States  Navy. 
lieutenant  Commander  W.  W.  Queen,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Francis  Josselyn. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Hull, 

Of  Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6,  1864. 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  action 
of  the  5th  instant  with  the  rebel  ram. 
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I  first  sighted  the  ram  at  half  past  one  o'clock  p.  m.  coming  oat  of  the  mer 
in  company  with  two  steamers,  distant  about  two  miles.  In  accordance  with 
previous  instructions,  I  retreated  slowly  down  the  sound,  keeping  out  of  range 
of  her  guns  until  the  flag-ship  came  up,  when  I  fell  into  line  astern  of  Ae 
Miami.  About  five  o'clock  I  fired  several  shots  from  my  pivot  guns  at  the 
ram,  striking  it  once  or  twice. 

At  half  past  six  I  engaged  the  ram  at  close  quarters,  firing  shell  from  mj  pivot 
and  broadside  guns,  many  of  which  struck  the  vessel,  effectually  preventing  the 
opening  of  her  ports.  As  I  steamed  ahead,  in  passing  the  ram's  bow  I  pud 
out  a  large  seine  for  the  purpose  of  fouling  his  propeller,  bat,  though  encom- 
passing the  ram,  it  did  not  have  the  desired  effect. 

I  ceased  firing  when  it  became  too  dark  to  distinguish  the  enemy.  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  my  officers  and  crew,  many  of  the  latter 
being  for  the  first  time  under  fire.  This  vessel  was  not  struck,  and  I  have  no 
casualties  to  report. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  JOSSELYN, 
Acting  Mastett  Commanding. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer^  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


AddUioval  report  of  Acting  Master  F.  Josadyti. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Hull, 

Off  Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6,  1864. 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  during  engagement  of  May  5 : 
30-pounder  Parrott  shell,  sixty,  (60.) 
24-pounder  howitzer  shell,  twenty-one,  (21.) 
Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  JOSSELYN, 
Acting  Mofster,  Commanding. 
Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  A.  French. 

United  States  Steamer  Miami, 

Off  MoiUh  if  Roanoke  River,  N.  G,  May  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement 
with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Albemarle  and  Bombshell.  Yesterday  at  1  p.  m. 
I  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the  Commodore  Hull,  Ceres,  and  aimy 
transport  Trumpeter,  and  proceeded  from  our  picket  station,  off  Edenton  bayt 
across  to  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  for  the  purpose  of  putting  down  torpedoes. 
When  within  a  short  distance  of  the  buoy  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  rebel 
ram  Albemarle  was  discovered  coming  down  the  river,  accompanied  by  the 
Cotton  IMant  and  Bombshell,  the  last  two  stetimers  laden  with  troops.  I  imme- 
diately despatched  the  Trumpeter  to  give  you  the  earliest  notice  of  their  ap- 
pearance. The  vessels  under  my  command  were  ordered  to  steam  in  line 
slowly  down  the  sound  at  such  a  distance  that  the  enemy's  movements  could 
be  watched.  We  dropped  down  to  Bluff  Point,  the  enemy  followius  as  deter- 
minedly. As  soon  as  you  came  up,  I  steamed  ahead,  ready  to  foUow  your 
movements  and  engage  the  enemy.    At  twenty  minutes  to  five  I  opened  fire 
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with  solid  sbot,  and  continued  firing  rapidly  with  good  range.  The  ram  was 
fltmck  hj  OS  at  almost  our  first  fire,  and  I  have  to  report,  throughout  the  ac- 
tion, excellent  firing  by  both  divisions  of  this  ship.  I  saw  the  Sassacus  run- 
ning into  the  ram,  and  immediately  headed  for  them  both,,  with  the  intention  of 
exploding  under  the  r^m  the  torpedo  rigged  on  my  bow ;  before  I  could  get  to 
her,  however,  the  Sassacus  became  disabled  and  dropped  down  from  her.  The 
ram  had  changed  her  course,  and  I  could  not  work  to  advantage  on  account  of 
the  fire  of  our  own  vessels.  I  still  kept  up  a  fire  when  it  could  be  done  with- 
out exposing  the  other  vessels  of  our  fleet.  After  we  had  been  firing  about  an 
hour  yon  ordered  me  to  run  up  to  the  ram  and  use  the  torpedo.  I  steamed 
ahead,  still  keeping  up  a  rapid  fire,  until  we  ^ot  within  the  ship's  length  of  her. 
I  used  every  endeavor  to  get  at  her  bows  on,  out  the  Miami,  proving  herself  so 
unwieldy,  and  so  veiy  bad  to  steer,  the  enemy  (who  was  probably  well  aware  of 
our  parpo.-^e)  succeeded  in  keeping  clear  of  us  by  going  ahead  and  backing  and 
turning.  TVe  did  not  cease  our  fire,  however,  all  this  time.  The  enemy  struck 
Ufl  three  or  four  times  while  within  this  chase  range ;  one  shot,  which  passed 
through  the  after  part  of  the  cabin,  came  very  near  disabling  our  rudder.  I 
dropped  down  from  her,  and  reported  to  you  the  reason  why  I  could  not  get 
my  torpedo  to  work.  You  then  ordered  me  to  follow  the  Wyalusing  in  order. 
I  did  so,  keeping  up  a  fire  which  I  believe  was  more  effective  than  at  any 
previous  time,  as  I  am  confident  one  of  our  shot  struck  the  upper  part  of  her 
port  while  open,  if  it  did  not  pass  into  her  interior.  Owing  to  the  danger  of 
getting  aground,  and  the  fact  of  the  ship  handling  so  badly,  I  deemed  my  fire 
more  effectual  at  close  range  to  be  on  one  side  of  her,  than  to  attempt  to  pass 
clear  around  her.  For  more  than  ten  minutes  we  poured  solid  shot  upon  her  as 
rapidly  as  we  could  fire ;  I  then  dropped  astern  to  give  the  vessels  coming  up  an 
opportunity  to  pass  and  engage  her.  It  was  then  growing  dark ;  the  ram 
steamed  up  to  the  Roanoke  river,  and  the  firing  soon  ceased  on  both  sides. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  behaved  with  great  coolness,  and  did  their 
whole  duty. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  carpenter's  and  gunner's  reports.     Casualties, 
none. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  FRENCH, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Captain  M.  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

iSenior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds^  North  Carolina, 


Beport  of  Acting  Master  Wm,  N  Welles, 

United  States  Steamer  Gunboat  Miami,  May  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  ammunition  expended 
on  the  5th  instant  in  the  action  with  the  iron-clad  ram  Albemarle  in  the  Albe- 
marle sound. 

Seventy-six  (76)  13-lb.  IX-inch  cartridges. 

Seventy-six  (76)  solid  IX-inch  shot. 

Forty -one  (41)  10-lb.  6-inch  cartridges;  100-pounder  rifle. 

Forty-oue  (41)  solid  6-inch  shot,  (chilled  ends,)  4  long  and  37  short. 

Seventy-six  (76)  selvage  wads. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  percussion  primers. 

1  am,  very  respectfully ,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  N.  WELLES, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 
Acdng  Vol. Lieut.  Charles  A.  French, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Steamer  Miami, 
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Bepart  of  Henry  S,  Buckley ,  carpenter's  rruUe. 

United  States  Steamer  Mtami, 

Msy  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  rcspectftilly  Bubmit  the  following  report  of  damages  received  by  this 
vessel  in  hull,  &Cm  during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Boanoke,  in  Al- 
bemarle sound,  on  the  afternoon  of  5th  instant : 

One  shot  struck  smokestack  and  passed  through,  scattering  fragments  over 
quarter  deck;  one  struck  starboard  wheel-house,  and  carried  away  hand-rail, 
passing  through  port  quarter  boat,  tearing  away  her  planking ;  one  shell  struck 
under  tiie  starboard  counter,  passed  through,  cutting  away  hang  knee  under 
after  beam,  and  bursting  in  tiller-room,  cutting  through  solid  work  of  after  pivot 
boss,  and  carrying  away  two-thirds  of  second  after  beam  and  hang  knee  on 
port  side,  starting  two  outside  planks,  and  started  the  decks  up  under  pivot 
gun,  and  knocked  down  the  cabin  bulkhead,  making  a  total  wreck  of  the  tiller- 
room.  The  ship  is  very  much  shaken  from  the  effects  of  the  rapid  firing,  mak- 
ing about  five  inches  of  water  per  hour.  Several  shot  and  shell  passed  over 
our  top  gear,  but  did  little  damage,  save  cutting  away  smokestack  gnys. 

During  the  engagement  off  Plymouth  with  the  same  vessel,  the  ram  nn 
under  our  port  bow,  and  scarred  the  planking  for  several  feet  within  fourteen 
inches  of  the  water.  A  shell  from  gun  No.  3  struck  the  ram,  rebounded  and 
exploded,  cutting  away  port  forward  boat  davit,  and  fragments  passing 
through  deck  forward  of  boiler  and  starboard  waist,  and  cutting  away  port 
smokestack  guys,  and  passing  through  smokestack. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient^ servant, 

HENRY  S.  BUCKLEY, 

Carpenter^s  Male. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  0.  A.  French, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamer  MiamL 


Report  of  Acting  Master  H.  H,  Foster, 

United  States  Steamer  Gbrb8» 

Albemarle  Sound,  May  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  yesterday  with 
the  rebel  ram,  this  vessel  received  no  damage,  neither  were  there  any 
casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  FOSTER, 
Acting  MasteTf  Commanding. 
Captain  Mei.ancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  G,  W.  Barrett. 

United  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 

Off  Roanoke  River,  N.  C,  May  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  daring 
the  engagement  of  yesterday  (5th)  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Albemarle 
and  gunboat  Bombshell. 
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In  obedience  to  a  general  signal  made  by  the  flag-ship  Mattabesett,  I  weighed 
anchor  at  3.30  and  proceeded  up  the  Albemarle  sound,  following  the  United 
States  steamer  Wyalusing.  The  rebel  ram,  accompanied  by  two  steamers, 
was  soon  discovered  apparently  steaming  towards  us.  Went  to  quarters  imme- 
diately and  prepared  for  actioi^  At  4.30  the  action  became  general  between 
the  Ic^ing  vessels,  Mattabesett,  Sassacus,  and  Wyalusing,  and  the  ram  Albe- 
marle. 

Owing  to  the  superior  rate  of  speed  of  the  above-named  vessels,  I  was  unable 
to  bring  my  vessel  into  action  until  after  the  rebel  steamer  Bombshell  had  sur- 
rendered. The  rebel  steamer  Cotton  Plant,  with  a  number  of  launches  in  tow, 
having  succeeded  in  making  her  escape,  my  attention  was  then  directed  to  the 
nm,  upon  which  I  opened  fire  with  the  lt)0-pounder  rifle,  using  solid  shot  first 
aft  a  distance  of  1,000  yards,  but  it  was  soon  lessened  to  400  yards. 

The  ram,  meanwhile,  commenced  to  retreat  towards  Roanoke  river. 

Bdng  ordered  by  you  to  take  my  position  astern  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Ifiaaniy  and  follow  up  the  attack  closely,  I  immediately  took  the  position  as- 
aigned,  but  finding  that  I  could  not  use  the  100-pounder  rifle  eflectively,  I 
fteamed  ahead  of  the  Miami  and  on  a  course  parallel  to  that  which  the  rebel 
steamer  was  making,  until  I  approached  within  two  hundred  yards  of  her.  At 
thia  distance  we  succeeded  in  making  some  excellent  shots,  the  projectiles  used 
heing  a<^id  chilled-end  shot,  which  must  have  made  a  serious  impression  on  the 
iron  armor  of  the  ram,  as  I  judged  from  the  appearance  of  the  plating  on  her 
wh^i  viewed  through  a  glass. 

Keeping  the  ram  on  my  starboard  beam,  I  ran  ahead  of  and  across  her  bows» 
making  a  circuit  about  her. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  which  was  concentrated  on  the  rebel  iron-clad 
by  our  vessels,  she  succeeded,  under  the  cover  of  approaching  darkness,  to 
make  good  her  escape  up  the  Roanoke  river.  Having  ceased  firing  at  7.30  p.  m. 
we  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  8  with  the  fleet.  I  have  no 
casualties  to  report.  Ammunition  expended,  17  solid  shot,  rifle  100- pounder, 
and  170  pounds  common  powder. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  BARRETT, 
Acting  Ensign,  Commanding, 

Captain  Melanctox  Smith, 

Senior  Naval  Ojficer,  Sounds  of  N.  C, 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F»  A.  Roe. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus, 

James  River,  June  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  request  that  the  enclosed  communication  may  be  appended 
to  my  report  of  Mav  6,  on  the  engagement  with  the  iron-clad  Albemarle. 

This  paper  is  a  duplicate  of  one  sent  to  Captain  Smith  at  the  time  of  its  date, 
and  I  furnish  it  under  the  apprehension  that  the  original  may  not  have  reached 
you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
Lieutenant  Commander. 
Admural  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Com'dg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron f  James  River,  Va. 
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Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F,  A.  Roe. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassagus, 

Albemarle  Sounds  N.  C,  May  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  My  attention  being  called  by  you  to  that  portion  of  my  report  of  tlie 
SasBacus,  in  the  engagement  of  the  5th  instant.,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the 
Bombshell,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Sassacus  was  second  in  line  astern  of 
the  Mattabesett,  and  was  totally  ignorant  of  what  the  latter  vessel  had  done. 

The  Sassacus,  seeing  the  Bombshell  approach  her  as  she  was  coming  around 
to  attack  the  ram,  ordered  her  to  surrender,  and  go  below  and  anchor^  which 
was  done. 

I  merely  narrated  the  facts  which  occurred  in  this  vessel,  and  the  Mattabesett 
may  have  done  precisely  what  the  Sassacus  did,  without  the  latter  knowing  iL 

1  trust  this  will  explain  any  apparent  contradictions  that  may  seem  to  exist 
in  the  reports  of  the  two  vessels. 

I  was  not  aware  that  she  had  already  surrendered  to  the  Mattabesett,  as  yon 
state  she  had.  Upon  questioning  Captain  Uudgins,  who  commanded  the  Bomb- 
shell, and  who  is  now  a  prisoner  of  war  on  board  this  ship,  he  replied :  He  sur- 
rendered his  vessel  to  the  second  vessel  in  line ;  that  his  flag  had  not  been 
hauled  down  to  the  first ;  and  that  no  surrender  had  been  made  of  his  vessel 
until  ordered  by  the  second  vessel  in  the  line  to  do  so,  when  he  struck. 

He  did  not,  nor  does  he,  know  the  namo  of  tho  vessel  to  whom  he  sorrendered, 
but  that  it  was  to  the  second  vessel  in  line. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
LieutejuuUt  Commanding. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Co?n*dg  Naval  Forces,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  M.  Smith, 

4 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett, 

Albemarle  Sound,  N  C,  June  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  order  of  May  17,  through  Rear- Admiral  Lee,  directing  a  full 
report  to  be  furnished  of  the  collision  of  the  Sassacus  with  the  rebel  ram  Albe- 
marle, tog(>ther  with  a  diagram  showing  the  position  of  the  two  vessels,  is  re- 
ceived, and  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

One  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Roe  has  already  been  forwarded  to 
Admiral  Lcfs  and  I  retained  two— one  from  himself,  and  the  other  from  his 
executive  officer — to  avoid  multiplying  testimony  that  appeared  to  me  to  be 
much  exaggerated ;  but  both  reports  are  now  enclosed. 

Lieut(Miant  Commander  Roe  states  that  he  "  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly 
just  abaft  his  beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten  knots'  speed.  The  blow  jarred  and  careened 
her  so  much  that  the  water  flowed  freely  over  her  decks."  His  executive  officer 
states  that  "  we  had  a  start  of  three  or  four  hundred  yards  and  were  making  about 
eleven  knots  when  we  struck  her  with  our  prow  at  right  angles  on  the  starboard 
quarter,  at  the  junction  of  her  afler  casemate  with  the  hull,  forcing  her  side 
under  water  two  or  three  feet." 

It  is  my  impression  that  the  Sassacus,  when  within  five  hundred  yards  of  die 
ram,  had  stopped  her  engines,  and  when  fairly  pointed,  commenced  steamiog 
towards  him,  making  it  apparent  that  she  intended  to  try  the  effects  of  ramming. 
I  remarked  to  Captain  Febiger  at  that  time,  **  How  slow  she  moves  ;**  and  in  a 
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few  moments  she  struck,  as  repre8ented,yaeVZy,  and  nearly  at  right  angles,  caus- 
ing the  water  to  flow  over  the  deck  aft. 

I  suhsequently  called  Lieutenant  Commander  Roe's  attention  to  t)ie  state- 
ment made  by  him  in  reference  to  the  rate  of  speed,  which  he  evidently  esti- 
mated by  the  number  of  revolutions,  without  considering  the  short  distance  he 
had  to  run,  from  a  dead  stand,  to  reach  the  ram ;  but  as  he  was  not  disposed  to 
make  the  correction,  although  I  had  taken  the  report  on  board  for  that  purpose, 
as  well  as  to  examine  his  injuries,  I  forwarded  it  as  it  was. 

I  ahould  judge,  from  the  slight  injury  the  vessel  sustained,  and  the  short  dis- 
tance that  the  Sassacus  was  from  the  ram  when  heading  for  him,  that  her  speed 
did  not  exceed  five  knots.  The  Albemarle,  as  I  have  since  learned,  did  not 
sustain  the  slightest  injury  from  the  collision. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Roe  also  states  :  *'  I  put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port, 
and  the  muzzles  of  two  of  her  guns  were  badly  broken."  This  is  evidently  a 
mistake,  as  the  Albemarle  has  but  two  guns,  each  one  working  in  three  ports, 
and  not  n  man  on  board  was  injured.  The  muzzle  of  one  gun  was  broken,  and 
the  four  deserters  from  the  ram  report  that  it  was  damaged  in  the  early  part  of 
die  action  on  the  port  side,  but  they  continued  to  use  it  throughout  the  engage- 
ment. The  stems  of  the  double-enders,  as  well  as  the  rudder-guards,  are  nearly 
perpendicular,  are  very  frail,  and  are  not  calculated  to  run  up  on  the  dock.  Had 
they  been  armed,  1  am  of  opinion  that  the  Sassacus  would  have  brought  suffi- 
cient weight  upon  the  deck  to  have  sunk  him. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  diagram  of  the  position  of  the  Sassacus  and  Albemarle 
at  the  time  of  collision,  and  after  they  had  been  separated  by  the  ram's  steam- 
ing ahead.  1  have  sent  also  to  Rear- Admiral  Lee  a  fragment  of  a  solid  shot 
fired  from  the  100-pounder  rifle  of  the  Sassacus  when  close  alougside,  proving 
tliat  the  various  reports  heretofore  made  of  the  invulnerability  of  the  ram  have 
not  been  much  exaggerated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer^  in  Sounds  of  N.  C. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  (7. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  A.  Roe. 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus, 
Off  Bfuff  Point,  Albemarle  Sound,  (Midnight,)  May  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  not  had  opportunity  to  send  you  a  written  despatch  earlier.  I 
aent  you  verbal  reports  by  the  Ceres,  which  it  appears  you  had  not  received. 

I  struck  the  ram  Albemarle  fairly,  just  abaft  her  beam,  at  about  nine  or  ten 
knot  speed.  The  blow  jarred  and  aireened  her  so  much  that  tlie  water  flowed 
freely  over  her  decks,  and  gave  her  so  great  a  tilt,  that  I  at  one  time  hoped,  I 
Bhoiud  sink  her.  I  kept  the  engine  going,  and  retained  my  position  there,  forcing 
her  broadside  to  for  some  ten  minutes,  hoping  some  of  our  gunboats  might  get  up 
along)>ide,  opposite  to  me,  as  she  was  unable  to  harm  them  by  ramming.  Find- 
ing this  could  not  be,  and  she  sUirting  ahead,  the  Sassacus  slewed  obliquely 
towards  her  starboard  side,  when  she  fired,  raking  us,  putting  a  100-pound  rifle 
shot  clean  through  our  starboard  boiler,  fore  and  aft.  We  then  fired  the  pivot 
riflet  striking  her  port  side,  and  a  fragment  of  this  shot  flew  back  upon  my 
deck.  This  shot  was  broken  into  fragments.  I  fired  again  with  similar  results. 
I  put  three  rifle  shot  into  her  port,  and  the  muzzles  of  two  of  her  guns  were 
haily  broken.  The  shock  of  the  collision  was  heavy,  but  did  me  no  damage 
that  1  yet  know,  except  breaking  and  slewing  aside  the  projection  outside  the 
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rudder.     She  does  not  leak.     I  received  two  severe  shots  from  the  ram  while 
alongside  of  her,  which  were  returned  with  interest. 

After  the  boiler  was  burst,  the  escape  of  steam  blinded  everybody  from  the 
hnrricano  deck  down  to  the  fire-room.  The  steam  was  terrible.  One  man  died 
instantly,  and  I  shall  probably  lose  four  or  five  more.  The  chief  engineer, 
Mr.  Hobby,  is  badly  scalded,  but  most  nobly  and  heroically  remained  at  his 
post,  and  saved  us  from  a  worse  disaster,  of  explosion  to  the  other  boiler,  and 
of  being  helpless.  Soon  as  I  drifted  round  clear  of  the  ram,  and  amidst  the 
suffocating  steam,  my  men  and  officers  jumped  to  the  guns,  and  continued 
pouring  out  solid  shot  into  the  enemy,  until  we  drifted  down  out  of  range  The 
engine  was  still  working  slowly  on  a  vacuum,  and  I  succeeded  in  getting  her 
out  of  the  way  of  the  other  gunboats,  and  was  forced  to  withdraw  finalljr  from 
action  only  because  the  engine  at  last  stopped. 

In  the  mean  time,  before  I  rammed  the  ram,  the  enemy's  gunboat  Bombshell, 
with  three  rifle  howitzers  and  one  20-pounder  Parrott,  which  had  been  playing 
upon  us,  was  hulled,  and  ordered  to  surrender,  which  she  did,  hauling  down 
the  rebel  flag.  I  ordered  her  to  drop  down  below  the  scene  of  action  and 
anchor,  which  she  did. 

After  I  got  the  Sassacus  out  of  the  way,  T  sent  the  army  steam-tag  to  bring 
her  alongside  of  me  and  anchor.  This  was  done.  The  Geres  came  up,  and  I 
removed  from  her  the  officers  and  men  captured  from  the  Bombshell ;  they  are 
now  on  board  this  vessel.  I  sent  a  prizt*  crew  to  the  Bombshell,  started  her  fires, 
and  I  believe  she  is  now  ready  to  move  under  steam. 

1  was  compelled  to  haul  all  fires  on  board  of  this  vessel,  but  am  now  tiying 
to  get  steam  on  the  port  boiler.  Some  pipes  are  knocked  away,  yet  I  liope  to 
get  able  to  move  slowly  to-morrow.  The  starboard  boiler  is,  I  fear,  totally 
ruined.  I  have  no  wounded  to  speak  of  from  the  enemy's  shot.  We  were  bulled 
several  times,  and  the  injury  to  the  boiler  is,  I  believe,  the  most  serious  I  have. 

My  people  behaved  most  gallantly ;  the  officers  nobly.  I  believe  the  ram 
is  damaged ;  but  if  solid  shot  split  into  fragments,  and  fly  back  upon  my  deck* 
it  is  a  proof  that  she  is  more  formidable  than  the  Atlanta  or  Merrimack. 

When  alongside  of  her  we  threw  grenades  down  her  hawse  hatch  from  aloft. 
I  had  charges  of  powder  prepared  ready  to  throw  down  her  stack,  but  conld  not 
do  it  from  alofl. 

She  played  musketry  upon  me  severely  all  the  time.  I  was  well  prepared  for 
my  work,  and  so  far  as  I  can  know,  the  efforts  to  run  her  down  was  fairly 
made.     She  is  too  strong  for  us. 

I  regret  most  profoundly  that  I  was  obliged  to  drift  out  of  the  fight  just  ai 
it  was  becoming  interesting,  and  when  my  services  were  still  needed,  but  I  fear 
I  am  now  totally  hovB  de  comhat,  I  shall  await  your  orders  here,  as  I  learn  the 
enemy  has  been  driven  out  of  the  sound  into  his  retreat.  If  we  did  not  gain 
a  victory,  we  have  not  suffered  a  defeat,  and  the  enemy  was  driven  before  our 
wooden  boats. 

Be  pleased  to  send  me  instructions  about  the  Bombshell  and  my  own  ahip 
I  will  endeavor  to  send  you  a  more  specific  report  soon,  and  I  pray  you  will 
excase  this  hasty  and  imperfect  one 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
Lieutenant  Commander. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces t  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Acting  Masfer  C.  A,  Boutvlle, 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus, 

Albemarle  Sounds  May  6,  1864. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  damages  received  in 
lie  master's  department  of  this  ship  during  her  engagement  with  the  rebel  iron- 
clad ram  Albemarle  and  her  consort,  the  rebel  steamer  Bombshell,  on  the  5th 
in^taat.     In  ramming  the  Albemarle,  we  had  a  start  of  three  to  four  hundred 
yaids,  and  were  making  about  eleven  knots  when  we  struck  her  with  our  prow 
at  right  angles  on  her  starboard  quarter  at  the  junction  of  her  after  casemate 
with  the  hull,  forcing  her  side  under  water  two  or  three  feet,  and  pushing  her 
broadt«ide  to  before  us ;  our  bow  then  resting  on  her  quarter,  her  engine  working 
ahead,  bringing  a  heavy  strain  across  our  bow,  our  outer  or  false  stem  with  its 
ram,  which  had  been  started  by  the  shock  of  collision,  were  forced  off,  the  stem 
splintering  from  two  and  a  half  feet  below  the  rail  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
rudder,  and  hanging  by  the  lower  portion  across  our  bow  on  the  starboard  side, 
starting  and  splintering  the  outer  wood  ends,  and  tearing  away  all  of  the  false 
bow  forward  of  the  rudder,  which  is  apparently  not  materially  injured  on  its 
inner  portion,  as  it  moves  quite  freely  by  the  use  of  the  wheel.     The  position 
in  which  we  lay  when  first  striking  the  ram  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to 
train  any  of  his  guns  upon  us,  but  the  headway  of  the  two  vessels,  exerted  at 
right  angles,  forced  her  gradually  round  on  our  starboard  bow,  when  he  fired 
two  six-inch  rifle  shots  into  us  in  rapid  succession.     The  first  of  these,  fired 
from  his  after  gun  so  near  as  to  cover  our  bow  with  smoke  and  burned  powder, 
entered  ten  feet  abad  the  stem  and  three  feet  above  the  copper  on  the  starboard 
side,  passing  through  the  yeoman's  storeroom,  thence  diagonally  across  the 
bertb-deck,  and  striking  betwe<;n  the  skin  and  the  back  of  the  fifth  hanging 
knee  from  forward  on  the  port  side,  cut  through  the  ship's  side  at  an  angle  of 
about  twenty  degrees,  and  fell  in  the  water  astern.     This  shot  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  similar  one  from  his  forward  gun,  which  shot  entering  abreast  of 
the  foremast  four  feet  above  the  water  on  the  starboard  side,  crushed  obliquely 
through  the  side,  cutting  through  the  back  of  hanging  knee,  and  leaving  the 
inside  of  the  ceiling  about  seven  and  one-half  feet  abaft  where  it  first  struck  on 
the  outside.     From  thence  it  passed  through  the  throat  of  the  next  hanging 
knee,  through  the  dispensary  and  bulkhead,  starboard  coal-bunker,  passing  on 
through  the  starboard  boiler,  and  keeping  on  through  the  engine-room,  cut  in 
two  a  three-inch  iron  stanchion,  thence  through  steerage  and  wardroom  bulk- 
headi*,  smashing  doors  and  sideboard,  cutting  through  magazine  screen,  when 
striking  an  oak  stanchion— ^which  it  splhitered — it  glanced  at  right  angles  imd 
lodged  in  one  of  the  starboard  state-rooms.      Many  other  shot  passed  over  the 
ship,  one  of  them  cutting  through  the  boarding  netting  two  feet  above  the  rail 
on  port  quarter,  but  most  of  them  pas.'^iug  between  the  spars  and  rigging,  which 
were  not  injured.     In  clearing  the  ram,  our  sUirboard  wheel  passed  over  her 
stern,  cnishing  a  launch  which  she  was  towing,  and  injuring  the  buckets  and 
bnices  more  or  less  on  her  hull.     On  examinatien  I  find  that  the  shot  holes  are 
all  well  above  the  water-line,  and  as  the  ship  makes  no  more  water  than  usual, 
I  think  her  actual  injury  to  the  hull  much  less  than  would  seem  a  natural  result 
from  so  tremendous  a  shock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  l^OUTELLE,  ^ 
Acting  Master i  U.  S.  X, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Francis  A.  Ror, 

U,  S.  Steamer  Sassacus t  Albemarle  Soun  /,  X.  C, 
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Additional  report  of  Captain  M.  Smith. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett, 
Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  ram  made  his  appearance  to-day  for  the  first 
time  since  the  engagement  of  the  5th  instant.  He  came  down  in  sight  of  the 
picket  boats  stationed  off  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  river,  with  head  np  stream, 
and  was  accompaniad  by  a  row-boat  that  pulled  several  times  diagonally  across 
the  river  as  if  dragging  for  torpedoes.  The  Whitehead  fired  a  shell  which 
exploded  nt*ar  his  stem,  when  the  Albemarle  immediately  steamed  up  the  riFcr. 

1  have  heard  from  contrabands  and  refugees  direct  from  Plymouth  that  the 
plating  of  the  ram  was  much  injured ;  that  four  of  our  shots  penetrated  his  <niter 
armor,  and  that  the  concussion  caused  by  our  fire  was  so  severe  that  it  was 
found  impoetKible  to  keep  a  light  burning,  and  that  one  of  the  guns  was  rendered 
useless.     What  repairs  have  been  made  is  not  known. 

I  am  of  the  opinion,  from  the  intelligence  received  from  Plymouth,  that  they 
are  evacuating  the  place.  Several  guns  have  been  sent  up  the  river,  and  lam 
loads  of  funiiture  are  being  towed  up  by  every  steamer.  The  guns  of  the 
Southfield  have  been  raised ;  one  has  been  sent  away,  and  two  are  on  the  wharf 
ready  for  trant«portation.  I  have  informed  the  commanding  general  at  Newbeni 
of  the  state  of  affairs  at  Plymouth,  and  signified  my  desire  to  co-operate  with 
him  in  retaking  the  pLice  if  he  could  spare  the  necessary  force,  as  I  nave  heard 
from  a  reliable  source  that  they  have  but  two  hundred  men  and  the  ram  to 
guard  it.  ••*••••• 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Com*dg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


CAFriJRE  OF  THE  REBEL  STEAMER  BOMBSHELL. 

United  States  Steamer  Mattabesett, 

Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  rebel  steamer  BombaheU, 
with  thirty- three  prisoners,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1864,  by  the  vessels  under  my 
command,  during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle.  The  Bomb- 
shell was  originally  an  armed  United  States  steamer,  sunk  by  the  rebel  batteries 
at  Plymouth  on  the  18th  of  April  last,  during  the  attack  upon  that  place,  and 
was  subsequently  raised,  fitted  out,  and  accompanied  the  ram  as  a  consort  The 
vessels  entitled  to  share  in  the  capture  are  the  Mattabesett,  Wyalnsing,  Ceres, 
Sassacu:^,  Miami,  (Commodore  Hull,  and  Whitehead.  Acting  Master's  Mate 
John  Woodman,  of  the  Unittid  St>ites  steamer  Ceres,  has  been  sent  as  prixe 
master,  with  the  necessary  papers  and  witnesses,  to  the  United  States  district 
judge  for  the  southern  district  of  New  York. 

Full  reports  from  the  commanders  of  the  vessels,  with  a  list  of  the  prisoners, 
have  been  forwarded  to  Rear- Admiral  Lee,  with  a  duplicate  of  the  survey  and 
appraisal  of  the  vessel. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkllrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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ATTEMPT  TO  DESTROY  THE  REBEL  RAM  ALBEMARLE. 

United  Statbs  Steamer  Mattabesett, 

Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  May  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  an  effort  was  made  on  the  25th  instant,  at  1 1 
o'clock  p.  m.,  by  five  volunteers  from  the  steamer  Wyalusing,  to  destroy  the 
iron-clad  Albemarle. 

The  party  left  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  25th  instant,  (having  made  a  recon- 
noiAsaiice  two  days  before,)  and  ascended  the  Middle  river  in  tlie  Mattabcsett's 
dingey,  with  two  torpedoes,  (each  containing  one  hundred  pounds  of  powder,) 
and  their  appendages,  which  they  transported  on  a  stretcher  across  the  island 
,  twamps.  Charles  Baldwin,  coal-heaver,  and  John  W.  Loyd,  cockswain,  then 
swam  the  Boanoke  river,  with  a  line,  and  hauled  the  torpedoes  over  to  the 
Plymouth  shore,  above  the  town.  They  were  then  connected  by  a  bridle, 
floated  down  with  the  current,  and  guided  by  Charles  Baldwin,  who  designed 
to  place  them  across  the  bow  of  the  ram— one  on  either  side — and  Allen 
Crawford,  fireman,  who  was  stationed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  the 
iwamp,  was  to  explode  them  on  a  given  signal. 

£yerything  had  worked  favorably  from  the  time  of  starting,  until  the  torpedoes 
were  within  a  few  yards  of  the  ram,  when  Baldwin  was  discovered,  and  hailed 
by  a  sentry  on  the  wharf. 

Two  shots  were  then  fired,  and  a  volley  of  musketry,  which  induced  John 
W.  Loyd,  who  heard  the  challenge  and  reports  of  small  arms,  to  cut  the  guiding 
line,  throw  away  the  coil,  and  swim  the  river  again  to  join  John  Laverty,  fire- 
man, who  was  left  in  charge  of  his  clothes  and  arms.  These  two  men,  with  the 
boat-keeper,  Benjamin  Loyd,  coal-heaver,  returned  to  the  ship  the  morning  of 
the  27th,  after  an  absence  of  thirty>eight  hours  in  the  swamps,  encountering  the 
additional  discomfort  of  a  rainy  day  and  night. 

Two  davs'  unsuccessful  search  was  made  for  Baldwin  and  Crawford,  both  of 
whom  made  their  appearance  on  Sunday,  the  29th  instant,  much  fatigued  by 
travel,  and  somewhat  exhausted  from  the  loss  of  food.  No  traces  of  their  in- 
tended designs  were  left  behind  them.  I  cannot  too  highly  commend  this  party 
for  their  courage,  zeal,  and  unwearied  exertion  in  carrying  out  a  project  that 
had  for  some  time  been  under  consideration.  The  plan  of  executing  it  was 
their  own,  except  in  some  minor  details,  and  although  defeated  in  their  purpose, 
(by  accidentally  fouling  a  schooner,)  I  deem  it  my  imperative  duty  to  recom- 
mend John  W.  J^yd  and  Charles  Baldwin  to  be  promoted  to  a  higher  gi*ade, 
and  that  all  receive  the  *'  medal  of  honor"  and  pecuniary  reward  awarded  by 
act  of  Congress  for  disthiguished  services. 

Four  deserters  from  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle  were  brought  on  board  by  the 
pieket  boat  yesterday,  but  I  cannot,  without  delaying  the  army  boat,  communi- 
cate the  intelligence  they  bring.  They  state,  however,  that  &e  ram'Neuse  is 
afloat,  and  ready  in  all  respects  for  ser\'ice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MELANCTON  SMITH, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  in  Sounds  of  N,  Carolina, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  IJkk, 

ConCdg  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  SCHOONER  ANN  C.  DAVENPORT. 

United  States  Steamer  Ceres, 

Albemarle  Sound,  May  14,  18G4. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded  on  the  12th  instant,  with  the 
United  States  steamer  Ceres  under  my  command,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Alligator 
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river,  where  I  anchored  at  6.30  p.  m.  On  the  13th  instant*  at  4.45  a.  m^  I  was 
joined  by  the  steamer  Ilocklandt  with  one  hundred  B<ildiers  on  board.  We 
proceeded  in  company  to  Simmouds's  mill,  on  the  Little  Alligator,  five  miles  fron 
rrom  its  mouth ;  I  there  found  the  schooner  Ann  C.  Davenport,  of  forty-five 
tons,  of  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  said  by  the  persons  living  at  the  mill  to  be- 
long to  Samuel  S.  Simmonds,  of  Columbia,  North  Carolina,  whom  I  understand  to 
be  a  notorious  rebel,  having  taken  the  oath  of  loyalty  to  the  United  States  govera- 
ment  and  violated  the  same.  There  were  about  seven  thousand  feet  of  yellow 
pine  lumber  in  the  vessel.  We  could  find  no  papers  belonging  to  her.  I 
landed  with  a  party  of  men,  accompanied  by  forty  soldiers,  for  the  purpose  of 
disabling  the  mill,  as  I  learned  from  the  miller  tliat  they  had  lately  been  engaged 
in  grinding  com  for  the  rebels.  I  removed  portions  of  the  engine  to  the  steamer 
Rockland,  to  be  taken  to  Koanoke  inland.  1  caused  about  one  hundred  boshek 
of  com  to  be  taken  from  the  mill  and  put  on  board  the  schooner.  I  destroyed 
one  lar^e  fiat,  uned  for  transporting  grain.  I  sent  the  Rockland,  with  the 
schooner  in  tow,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  followed  down  shortly  after; 
anchored  the  schooner  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Alligator,  in  charge  of  ten  soldiers, 
and  started  for  Gum  Neck,  in  company  with  the  Itooklaud,  where  we  arrived  at 
6  p.  m. ;  found  Gum  Neck  landing  and  warehouse  destroyed  by  the  reb<»ls.  The 
captain  in  charge  of  the  soldiertj  desired  to  return.  As  we  could  hear  nothhigof 
the  barges  mentioned  by  you  in  your  order,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they 
were  in  the  canal,  (leading  to  Fairfield  from  the  Alligator,)  which  is  too  narrow 
to  admit  this  vetHEi^el.  1  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Alligator,  found  the 
weather  too  hazy  to  cross  the  shoal,  and  came  to  anchor  there.  At  4.30  this 
morning  got  under  way,  joined  the  fleet  and  reported  to  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  FOSTER, 
Acting  Master,  Camntandimg, 
Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Senior  NacaL  Ojjicer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  A  DISTILLERY  NEAR  EDENTON.  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

James  Riter,  June  20.  1864. 

Sir  :  Captain  Smith  reports,  under  date  of  June  II,  that  he  ordered  a  boat 
to  be  sent  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  from  the  Mattabesett,  with  an  officer  and 
ten  (10)  men  to  destroy  a  distillery  on  the  creek  near  Edenton,  a  resort  fortbe 
guerillas  who  infest  that  neighborhood  to  the  great  discomfiture  of  many  good 
Union  citizens  residing  there. 

The  boilers  were  cut,  brick  foundations  destroyed,  mash-tubs  broken  apt  fi^^ 
(5)  barrels  of  whiskey  stove  in,  and  still  more  removed. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  rcHpectiully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear -Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  £.  Squadrw. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wrllrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


REMOVAL  OF  TORPEDOES  AT  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE  ROANOKE  RIVER. 

Flag-Ship  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Suitadro.v, 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.t  July  18,  1864. 

Si R :  I  enclose  a  communication,  dated  1 2 1 h  instant,  from  Commander  Macomb. 
United  States  steamer  Shamrock,  reporting  that  he  sent  Lieutenant  Commander 
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EsgBfllit  United  States  steamer  Wjalusing,  on  the  10th  instant,  to  take  up  the 
torpedoes  at  the  mouth  of  Roanoke  river  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  enemy's 
kands;  the  party  in  char^  of  them  having  been  captured,  as  repoi-ted  in  my  No. 
399  of  July  10,  and  several  unsucceasfal  searches  having  been  made  for  them, 
LieiiteBAnt  Gomraaader  English  sent  an  armed  launch  and  two  {2)  cutters  for 
this  purpose.  The  torpedoes  could  not  be  raised;  the  lines  by  which  they 
vcre  attaehed  to  the  shore  having  rotted,  parted  under  the  strain ;  dragging 
w  also  nunecessfttl,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  explode  them.  But 
one  of  dM  three  (8)  exploded;  of  the  other  two  (2)  one  trigger  wire  pulled  otit 
with  the  pfUMT,  and  the  other  broke.  The  other  line  of  torpedoes  at  the  mouth 
of  the  liver,  ananged  to  explode  on  contact,  was  left  undisturbed. 

lienteaaat  Commander  English  learned  at  Edenton  that  the  rebels  were  con- 
■titting  another  ram,  to  he  completed  by  September  first,  proximo,  the  engines 
and  plating  being  sent  from  Wilmington,  taken  from  the  ram  wrecked  there. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actimg  Rear- Admiral t  Chmmamding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiOBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb. 

United  States  Steamer  Shamrock, 

July  12,  1864. 

Sf R :  After  the  capture  of  the  party  in  charge  of  torpedoes  at  the  mouth  of 
Boanoke  river,  on  the  6th  instant,  and  when  several  unsuccessful  searches  had 
been  made  for  them,  I  thought  it  best,  to  prevent  the  torpedoes  from  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  to  have  them  removed,  as  the  parties  attending  them 
•le  so  liable  to  capture.  Accordingly,  on  the  10th  instant,  I  sent  Lieutenant 
Commander  English  to  have  them  taken  up,  or,  in  case  this  could  could  not  be 
done,  to  explode  them.  He  therefore  detailed  an  armed  party,  with  a  launch 
mounting  a  howitzer,  in  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Fossett,  and  the  cutters  of 
the  Whitehead  and  Hull,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensien  Barrett,  who  were  to 
perfoim  the  duty.  They  proceeded  up  the  river,  and  attempted  to  raise  the 
torpedoes  by  the  line  attaching  them  to  the  shore,  but  this  liad  lain  so  long 
under  water  as  to  become  rotten,  and  parted  under  the  strain.  After  repeated 
dragging  it  was  found  impossible  to  raise  them  in  that  way,  and  they  were 
therefore  obliged  to  explode  them.  Of  the  two  first  attempted,  one  trigger  wire 
polled  out  with  the  primer  attached,  and  the  other  broke  off.  The  third  one 
exploded  properly.  This  was  all  of  that  line  of  torpedoes ;  the  other  lines 
(which  explode  by  the  contact  of  passing  vessels)  were  left  in  their  places, 
they  requiring  no  attendance.  Captain  English  says  that  while  at  Edenton  he 
learned  that  the  rebels  were  constructing  another  ram,  to  be  ready  by  the  first 
of  September,  1864.  Engines  and  plating  being  sent  from  Wilmington,  taken 
from  the  ram  that  was  wrecked  there.  The  concussion  torpedoes  referred  to 
above  are  those  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  MACOMB. 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer ^  Sounds,  N.  G. 

Acting  Itear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

Com*dg  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 

ION 
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EXPEDITION  UP  THE  SCUPPEBNONO  HIVEB,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admirall  S,  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  MALVBBif, 
Hampton  Roads,  Va^  July  18,  1864. 

BiR :  I  enclose  a  commnmcation  from  Gommander  Macomb»  of  the  Shamrock* 
dated,  18th  instant,  reporting  that  on  the  12th  he  sent  Ideatenant  Gommander  Eng- 
lish, in  command  of  the  Geres  and  Whitehead,  to  ascend  the  Scuppemong  river, 
in  co-operation  with  a  detachment  of  eightj  (80)  men,  mider  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Golonel  Glarke,  to  hum  the  hridge  at  Golomhia,  to  prevent  the  rebels 
from  transporting  supplies  to  their  army  at  Plymouth.  The  expedition  was  en- 
tirely successful,  e£Pectually  destroying  the  bridge,  and  disabled  a  large  grist- 
mill.   No  opposition  was  encountered. 

I  enclose  also  (2)  copy  of  Gommander  Macomb's  orders  to  Lieutenant  Gom- 
mander English,  and  his  report,  (3,)  both  enclosed  in  No.  1. 
I  have  the  honor  to  oe,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P«  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral f  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Sfuadrcm. 
Hoa  OiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Commander  William  H.  Macomb. 

United  States  Steamer  Shamrock, 

Albemarle  Sound,  July  18, 1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  12th  instant  I  sent  an  expedition,  consisting  of  the  Ceres  and 
Whitehead,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Gommander  Earl  English,  for 
the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  a  force  of  about  80  men,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Golonel  Glarke,  from  Roanoke  island,  who  was  under  orders  from 
General  Palmer  to  ascend  the  Scuppemong  river  as  far  as  Golumbia,  and  bum 
the  bridge  at  that  place,  in  order  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  transporting  sup- 
plies to  their  army  at  Plymouth.    The  expedition  was  successful. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Gommander  English  and  the  commanders 
of  the  Geres  and  Whitehead  for  their  prompt  and  efficient  manner  of  peiformiog 
their  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  HAOOMB, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Caroiineu 

P.  S. — I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander English,  and  his  report  to  me  of  the  result  of  the  expedition. 

W.  H.  HACOUB. 


Instructions  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Earl  English, 

United  States  Stbambe  Shamrock, 

July  ]2, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  take  command  of  the  expedition  which  is  to  proceed  to  Co- 
lumbia, on  the  Scuppemong  river,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  bridge  at 
that  place,  and  capturing  grain  which  is  being  transported  across  that  river. 
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Toa  will  co-opente  with  Lieutenant  Oolonel  William  W.  Olarke,  who  goes  up 
with  the  expedition,  on  the  Ella  May,  in  command  of  the  troops,  protecting  ht« 
landing  and  emharkation,  and  otherwise  forwarding  the  objects  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

Yerj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  MACOMB, 
Commander  and  Senipr  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

lieutenant  Commander  Earl  English, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Wyalueing. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Earl  English, 

United  States  Steamer  Shamrock, 

Albemarle  Sound,  July  13, 1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  12th,  I  took  command  of  the  naval 
part  of  the  expedition,  consisting  of  the  Whitehead  and  Ceres,  and  accompani(>d 
the  Bteamer  Ella  May,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  W. 
Clarke,  up  the  Scuppemong  river,  as  far  as  Columbia,  when  they  landed  and 
effectually  destroyed,  by  burning,  the  bridge  which  crosses  the  river.  They 
likewise  disabled  the  large  grist  mill  at  that  place. 
We  did  not  meet  with  any  resistance. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  ENGLISH, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Vommander  U,  8,  Naval  Squadron,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


JOINT  ARMY  AND  NAVAL  EXPEDITION  UP  TIIE  CHOWAN  RIVER 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S,  P.  Lee. 

Flag  Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  August  18,  1864. 

Sib:  Oommander  Macomb  reports,  under  date  of  the  31st  ultimo,  received  on 
the  3d  instant,  that  he  sent  the  Whitehead  on  the  28th  ultimo  on  an  expedition 
op  the  Chowan  river,  to  co-operate  with  a  military  force  sent  up  on  the  steamers 
Thomas  Gollyer  and  Massasoit.  The  expedition  proved  successful,  capturing  the 
ateamer  Arrow*  at  Oatesville,  and  ninety  (90)  bales  of  cotton  and  eighty  (80) 
boxen  of  tobacco  at  that  place  and  at  Hinton.  When  the  Whitehead  was  ready 
to  return,  John  Kenny,  boatswain's  mate,  was  missing ;  afiier  waiting  half  an 
hour,  the  vessel  proceeded  down  the  river.  Commander  Macomb  encloses  Acting 
Ensign  Barrett's  report,  and  recommends  him  strongly  for  promotion ;  which 
recommendation  I  approve. 

Commander  Macomb  also  reports  that  a  body  of  United  States  cavalry  and 
some  pieces  of  artillery  have  arrived  at  Edenton,  probably  from  a  raid  through 
Bouthem  Virginia ;  and  that  they  have  captured  the  rebels  who  have  been  re- 
ported as  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  through  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal.  I 
enclose  Commander  Macomb's  report,  with  its  enclosures. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commandw  W,  H,  Macomb. 

United  States  Stbambr  Shamrocic, 

Jul^  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  28th  instant,  in  compliance  with 
a  request  from  General  Palmer,  I  sent  the  United  States  steanker  Whitehead  to 
convoy  and  co-operate  with  an  expedition  sent  hy  the  general  up  the  Chowan 
river,  consisting  of  the  Thomas  Gollyer  and  Massasoit,  with  a  detachment  of 
troops,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Ward,  of  his  staff. 

The  expedition  was  entirely  successful,  hring^ng  away  ninety  bales  of  cotton 
and  eighty  boxes  of  tobacco.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  Acting  Ensign  Barrett's  re- 
port to  me  on  the  subject. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  Acting  Ensign  Barrett  for  promotion ; 
he  has  been  in  these  sounds  ever  since  we  have  had  a  squadron  in  there.  I  haTo 
sent  him  with  every  expedition  since  my  arrival  here,  and  to  judge  by  the  effi- 
cient manner  in  which  he  performs  his  duty,  he  most  have  been  sent  frequently 
on  such  service  by  other  commanding  officers  of  the  squadron. 

The  Whiteheaa  has  just  arrived  at  this  station  on  ner  way  to  Newbem  for 
repairs,  and  reports  that  a  body  of  cavalry  and  some  pieces  of  artillery  (United 
States)  have  arrived  at  Edenton.  He  thinks  they  have  been  on  a  raid  through 
southern  Virginia.    I  shall  go  up  to  Edenton  to-day  to  communicate  with  Ibcga. 

Captain  Barrett  also  says  that  these  troops  have  captured  the  rebels  whon  I 
mentioned  as  carrying  on  a  contraband  trade  through  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal  in 
a  previous  communication,  (No.  6.) 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  MACOMB. 
Commander  and  Senior  O/ficeTf  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lke, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  G.  W,  Barrett. 

U.^iTBD  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 

Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  Jul  if  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders*  I  weighed 
anchor  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sth,  and  proceeded  up  the  Chowan  river,  id  oob- 
pany  with  the  army  steamers  Thomas  Collyer  and  Massasoit. 

We  arrived  off  Uinton  at  11.30  a.  m.,  when  a  company  of  soldiers  was  knM 
and  captured  three  bales  of  cotton,  one  hundred  boxes  of  tobacco,         ■poiii 
of  bacon,  and  also  destroyed  a  quantity  of  salt.     We  then  proceeded  Uf  the 
river,  with  the  Thomas  Collyer  and  Massasoit,  as  far  as  Barton's  mill,  wbeis  i 
search  wos  made  for  contraband  goods,  but  without  success.    At  2.90  p.  n.  wi 
Btartrd  d(»wn  the  river,  nnd  arrived  off  Gatesville  ferry  at  4.30,  wbera  wi 
stopped,  and  a  detachment  of  soldiers  was  landed  from  the  Massasoit.    Tbe 
troops  inarc.hf'd  Ui  (;latesvillc  and  captured  the  steamer  Arrow  mod  ten  balss  «f 
cottnn.     I  nrni  an  niHcer  from  this  vesssel  with  the  pilot  and  a  quartemiMlerlo 
bring  li(*r  down  the  creek,  which  they  succeeded  in  doing.     The  following  mofB* 
ini;  (tflMh)  I  took  the  Arrow  in  tow  and  proceeded  down  the  Oolerain,  wbm  I 
anivod  nl  N.:i()  n.  ni.,  and  landed  a  working  party  of  twenty-five  men  irom  thii 
voftfiol  to  load  I  hi)  stf'ain(T  Thomas  Collyer  with  cotton.     We  succeeded  in  get- 
ling  all  t  ho  oi»n  on,  consisting  of  ninety  (90)  bales,  and  also  eighty  boxes  of 
tol>aoco,  urtlVly  "ti  liimrd  hy  7  p.  m.     When  ready  to  leave,  one  of  the  crew  of 
this  \vikii<'li  «ltilHt  Kenny,  (boatswain's  mate,)  was  missing,  and  after  a  fruitiest 
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learcli  for  Lim  of  half  an  hour,  we  proceeded  down  the  river  and  arrived  and 

mchored  near  the  United  States  steamer  Mattabesett,  off  the  mouth  of  the 

Cfhowan  river,  at  11.10  p.  m.     During  the  expedition  the  rudder  of  this  vessel 

ci      3  disabled,  owing  to  the  shoe  breaking  or  becoming  detached  from  the  iron 

•    post,  thns  leaving  no  support  to  the  heel  of  the  rudder.     It  is  now  in  a 

I      r  unsafe  condition,  and  not  to  be  depended  on  in  an  emergency. 

I  remain,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  BARRETT, 
Acting  Enrign,  Commanding. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Naval  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  REBEL  RAM  ALBEMARLE. 

I^ter  cf  Rear'Admiral  D,  D.  Porter^  transmitting  reports  of  Commander 

Macomb  and  Lieutenant  Cushing, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron,  U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Malvern, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  1,  1864. 

8        I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  the  reports  of  Com* 

«r  Macomb,  dated  October  29,  1864,  and  of  Lieutenant  Gashing,  dated 

u      oer  30,  1864,  of  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle,  at  Plymouth, 

Nonh  Garoliua,  on  the  night  of  October  27th  ultimo,  by  the  steam  torpedo 

iaanch,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Gushing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  JV.  H.  Macomh. 

U.  S.  Steamship  Shamrock, 
Albemarle  Sound,  North'  Carolina,  October  29,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  instant, 

tenant  W.  B.  Gushing  ascended  the  Roanoke  river  in  his  torpedo  boat,  hav- 

the  second  cutter  of  this  vessel  in  tow,  for  the  purpose  of  blowing  up  the 

Albemarle,  at  Plymouth.    He  passed  the  Southfield  without  being  noticed, 

.  arrived  within  short  distance  of  the  ram  before  he  was  discovered,  when  he 

i0t  loose  the  cutter,   ordering   it  to   board  the  Southfield  and  capture  the 

(t  stationed  tliere,  while  he  attacked  the  ram  with  his  torpedo. 
Ai     lugh  the  enemy  kept  up  a  severe  fire  of  musketry,  and  with  howitzers 
I      m1  on  tlie  wharf,  Lieutenant  Gushing  succeeded  in  exploding  his  torpedo 
er  the  Albemarle  at  the  same  instant  that  the  gun  of  that  vessel  (to  which  they 
nre  directly  opposite)  was  fired  on  the  torpedo  boat,  which  immediately  filled, 
the  lieutenant  ordered  his  officers  and  men  to  save  themselves,  and  jumped 
vrboard.     He  was  picked  up  by  the  Valley  Gity  on  the  night  of  2dth. 
From  circumstances  which  have  since  occurred,  and  which  I  will  explain  in  a 
d  report  by  the  first  opportunity,  I  am  able  to  inform  you  that  the  ram 
Bunk. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  MAGOMB,  Commander,  Sfc. 
r-Admind  D.  D.  Porter, 
Commanding  N.  A.  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutena/nt  W,  B.  Cushing. 

Albemarle  Sound,  N.  C,  October  30,  1S64. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  rebel  iron-clad  Albemarle  k  at  the 
bottom  of  the  Roanoke  riTer. 

On  the  night  of  the  27th,  having  prepared  mj  steam  launch,  I  proceeded  np 
toward  Plymouth,  with  thirteen  officers  and  men,  partly  Tolunteere  from  the 
squadron.  The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  ram  is  aboat  eight 
miles,  the  stream  averaging  in  width  some  two  hundred  yards,  and  lined  with 
the  enemy's  pickets.  A  mile  below  the  town  was  the  wreck  of  the  Southfidd» 
surrounded  by  some  schooners,  and  it  was  understood  that  a  gun  waa  mounted 
there  to  command  the  bend.  I  therefore  took  one  of  the  Shamrock's  cotters  in 
tow,  with  orders  to  cast  off  and  board  at  that  point  if  we  were  hailed. 

Our  boat  succeeded  in  passing  the  picket,  and  even  the  Southfield,  within 
twenty  yards,  without  discovery,  and  we  were  not  hailed  until  by  the  look-outs 
on  the  ram.  The  cutter  was  then  cast  off  and  ordered  below,  while  we  made  for 
our  enemy  under  a  full  head  of  steam. 

The  rebels  sprung  their  rattles,  rang  the  bell,  and  commenced  firing,  at  the 
same  time  repeating  their  hail,  and  seeming  much  confused. 

The  light  of  a  fire  ashore  showed  me  the  iron-clad,  made  tsj&X  to  the  wharf, 
with  a  pen  of  logs  around  her  about  thirty  feet  from  her  side. 

Passing  her  closely,  we  made  a  complete  circle,  so  as  to  strike  her  £airly, 
and  went  into  her  bows  on.  By  this  time  the  enemy's  fire  was  very  severe,  but 
a  dose  of  canister,  at  short  range,  served  to  moderate  their  zeal  and  disturb  their 
aim.  Paymaster  Swan,  of  the  Otsego,  was  wounded  near  me,  but  how  many 
more  I  know  not.  Three  bullets  struck  my  clothing,  and  the  air  seemed  full  of 
them. 

In  a  moment  we  had  struck  the  logs,  just  abreast  of  the  quarter-port,  breast- 
ing them  in  some  feet,  and  our  bows  resting  on  them.  The  torpedo-boom  was 
then  lowered,  and,  by  a  vigorous  pull,  I  succeeded  in  divine  the  torpedo  nnder 
the  overhang,  and  exploded  it  at  the  same  time  that  the  Albemarle's  gun  was 
fired.  A  shot  seemed  to  go  crashing  through  my  boat,  and  a  dense  mass  of 
water  rushed  in  from  the  torpedo,  filling  the  launch  and  completely  disaUinr  her. 

The  enemy  then  continued  his  fire  at  fifteen  feet  range,  and  demandea  our 
surrender,  which  I  twice  refused,  ordering  the  men  to  save  themselves,  and  re- 
moving my  own  coat  and  shoes. .  Springing  into  the  river,  I  swam,  with  others* 
into  the  middle  of  the  stream,  the  rebels  failing  to  hit  us. 

The  most  of  our  party  were  captured,  some  drowned,  and  only  one  escftped 
besides  myself,  and  he  in  a  different  direction.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Woo^ 
man,  of  the  Commodore  Hull,  I  met  in  the  water  half  a  mile  below  the  town, 
and  assisted  him  as  best  I  could,  but  failed  to  get  him  ashore. 

Completely  exhausted,  I  managed  to  reach  the  shore,  but  was  too  weak  te 
crawl  out  of  the  water  until  just  at  daylight,  when  I  managed  to  creep  into  the 
swamp,  close  to  the  fort.  While  hiding  a  few  feet  from  the  path,  two  of  the 
Albemarle's  officers  passed,  and  I  judg^  from  their  conversation  that  the  ship 
was  destroyed. 

Some  hours'  travelling  in  the  swamp  served  to  bring  me  out  well  below  the 
town,  when  I  sent  a  negro  in  to  gain  information,  and  found  that  the  ram  was 
truly  sunk. 

Proceeding  through  another  swamp,  I  came  to  a  creek  and  captured  a  skiff 
belonging  to  a  picket  of  the  enemy,  and  with  this,  by  eleven  o'clock  the  next 
night,  had  made  my  way  out  to  the  Valley  City. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  William  L.  Ho  worth,  of  the  Monticello,  showed,  as 
usual,  conspicuous  bravery.  He  is  the  same  officer  who  has  been  with  me  twice 
in  Wilmington  harbor.    I  trust  he  may  be  promoted  when  exchanged,  as  well 
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as  Aetiiig  Third  AssiBtant  Engineer  Stolesbory,  who,  being  for  the  first  time 
voder  fire,  handled  hk  engine  promptly  and  with  coolness.  All  the  officers  aiul 
mea  bdiaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  I  wiU  furnish  their  names  to  the  de- 
partment as  soon  as  they  can  be  procured. 

The  eotter  of  the  Shamrock  boarded  the  Southfield,  but  found  no  gun.    Four 
prii^onerB  were  taken  there. 

The  ram  is  now  completely  submerged,  and  the  enemy  hare  sunk  three 
•chooners  in  the  riirer  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  our  ships. 

I  desire  to  eall  the  attention  of  the  admiral  and  department  to  the  spirit 
manifeflted  by  the  sailors  on  the  ships  in  these  sounds.    But  few  men  were 
wanted,  bat  all  hands  were  eager  to  go  into  the  action,  many  offering  thdr 
dmaea  shipmates  a  month's  pay  to  resign  in  their  favor. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  GUSHING, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy, 

The  name  of  the  man  who  escaped  is  William  Hofhnan,  seaman,  on  the 
Chickopee.    He  did  his  duty  well,  and  deserves  a  medal  of  honor. 
Bespectfully, 

W.  B.  GUSHING,  U.  S.  N, 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  N.  A.  Blockading  Squadron, 


^  Complimentary  letter  to  Lieutenant  W,  B.  Cushing, 

Navy  Dbpartmbnt, 

November  9,  1864. 

SiB:  Your  report  of  October  30  has  been  received,  announcing  the  destme- 
tioa  of  the  rebel  iron-clad  steamer  Albemarle,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ultimo, 
ml  PlTmooth,  North  Garolina. 

When  last  summer  the  department  selected  you  for  this  important  and  perilous 
undertaking,  and  sent  you  to  Rear-Admu'al  Gregory  at  New  York  to  make  the 
neoessary  preparations,  it  left  the  details  to  yourself  to  perfect.  To  you  and 
your  brave  comrades,  therefore,  belongs  the  exclusive  credit  which  attaches  to 
thk  daring  achievement.  The  destniction  of  so  formidable  a  vessel,  which  had 
resiated  the  combined  attack  of  a  number  of  our  steamers,  is  an  important  event 
teaching  our  future  naval  and  military  operations.  The  judgment,  as  well  as 
the  danng  courage  displayed,  would  do  honor  to  any  officer,  and  redounds 
to  the  credit  of  one  of  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

On  four  previous  occasions  the  department  has  had  the  gpratification  of  ex- 
pressing its  approbation  of  your  conduct  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  in  each 
instance  there  was  manifested  by  you  the  same  heroic  daring  and  innate  love 
of  perilous  adventure,'  a  miud  determined  to  succeed,  and  not  to  be  deterred  by 
any  apprehensions  of  defeat. 

The  department  has  presented  your  name  to  the  President  for  a  vote  of 
Aanks,  that  you  may  be  promoted  one  grade,  and  your  comrades  also  shall  re- 
eeive  recognition. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  recall  the  assurance  you  gave  me  at  the  commence- 
ment of  your  active  professional  career,  that  you  would  prove  yourself  worthy 
of  the  confidence  reposed  in  you,  and  of  the  service  to  which  you  were  ap- 
pointed.    I  trust  you  may  be  preserved  through  further  trials;  and  it  is  for 
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jonrself  to  detennine  whether,   after  entering  upon  bo  anspieioiis  a  career, 
you  shall,  bj  careful  study  and  self-diseipline*  be  prepsiied  for  a  wider  epbeie 
of  usefulness  on  the  call  of  your  country. 
Very  respectfully,  &c^ 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Kan^ 
Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing,  U.  S.  N., 

Waikington, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

DESTRUCrriON  OF  THE  STEAMER  BENDIGO,  BLOCKADE  RUJTNER. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  &,  P.  heti 

Flag-Ship  Fah-ibb, 
Off  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  January  4,  1864 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday,  the  3d  instantt  at  about  11 
o'clock  a.  m.,  while  standing  up  tlie  coast  from  Little  River  inlet  towards  Wil- 
mington bar  in  this  vessel,  a  steamer  was  discovered  lying  at  the  entrance  of 
Lockwood's  Folly  inlet,  apparently  ashore ;  smoke  issuing  from  her,  and  her 
appearance  and  position  indicated  that  the  steamer  was  a  blockade  runner*  and 
that  she  had  been  fired  and  abandoned  by  her  ci  ew,  who  were  seen  leaving  bcr 
hastily  in  boats.  Goin^  in  to  within  800  yards  of  the  steamer,  as  near  as  the 
depth  of  the  water  would  allow,  I  despatched  three  boats  to  board  the  steamer, 
and  if  possible  get  her  afloat,  protecting  them  with  the  guns  of  this  vesstl. 

The  boats  were  fired  upon  by  sharpshooters  of  the  enemy  as  tbej  boarded 
the  steamer ;  but  then,  and  at  other  times  during  the  day,  their  fire  was  silenced 
by  the  battery  of  this  vessel. 

The  steamer  proved  to  be  the  blockade  runner  Bendigo,  mentioned  in  oonra- 
lar  despatches  as  plying  between  Nassau  and  Wilmington ;  is  an  iron  paddle- 
wheel  steamer  of  about  178  tons.  She  had  been  set  on  fire,  and  the  wood  woik  in 
her  after  part  was  burning  still,  although  almost  entirely  consumed.  81m  was 
aground  close  to  the  beach  along  her  entire  length,  and  had  no  cargo  or  freight 
of  any  description  on  board.  Her  centre  compartment  was  filled  with  water  to 
the  depth  of  seven  feet. 

After  great  efforts  with  kedgcs  and  hawsers  to  get  her  afloat  at  high  tide^ 
during  which  time  the  officers  and  men  were  occasionally  annoyed  br  the 
enemy's  fire  from  the  shore,  and  the  enemy  were  placing  in  a  position  tnae- 
cessible  to  this  ship  some  field-pieces,  which  would  command  the  Bendlgo,  I 
was  compelled  to  order  the  withdrawal  of  the  boats,  and  her  farther  deetraction 
by  directing  upon  her  the  fire  of  this  vessel's  guns.  The  Fort  Jackson,  Inm 
Age,  Montgomery  and  Daylight,  were  sent  by  me  yesterday  to  complete  the  dis- 
struction  of  the  Bendigo,  and  by  the  reports  of  the  officers  comrnanding  the  Iron 
Age  and  Daylight,  made  this  morning,  such  destruction  is  complete.  They 
report  her  hull  and  boilers  riddled  by  shot  iind  shell,  several  feet  of  water  in 
her  hold,  an  firmly  bedded  in  the  sand.  The  wood- work  in  her  former  part 
s  well  as  her  afler  was  entirely  consumed  by  fire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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DESTRUCTIOH  OF  THE  BLOCKABE-RUNNINa  STEAMERS  RANGER  AND 

VESTA. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-AimircJ.  S.  P.  Lee. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Of  Lockwood^M  Folly  Inlet,  January  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  At  daylight  this  morning  a  steamer  was  seen  beached  and  burning  one 
mile  west  of  this  inlet.     Mr.  O'Conner  from  this  ship  boarded  her,  with  the 
lofls  of  one  man,  shot  under  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  occupying 
rifle-pits  on   the-sand  hills,   which  were  high   and  near,   and   got  her  log- 
book, from  which  it  appears  that  she  is  the  Banger ;  that  she  left  Newcastle 
November   11,  1863,  for  Bermuda,  where,  after  touching  at  Tenenffe,  she 
arrived  oa  the   8th   December;    that  she  sailed  from  Bermuda  January   6, 
1864,  made  our  coast  January  10,  about  five  miles  NE.  of  Murrill's  inlet, 
and  landed  her  passengers.     The  next  morning  at  daylight,   intercepted   by 
tbia  ship,  the  Daylight,  Governor  Buckingham,  and  Aries,  in  her  approach 
to  Western  bar,  she  was   beached   and   fired   by  her  crew  as   above  men- 
tioned.    The  attempts  of  the  Governor  Buckingham,   aided  by  the   Day- 
light and  Aries,  to  extinguish  the  fire  and  haul  the  Banger  off,  were  frustrated 
by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters,  whose  fire  completely  commanded  her  decks. 
Q.his  ship,  drawing  about  twenty-four  (24)  feet,  was  taken  in  four  and  one-half 
(4^)  fathoms  of  water  in  front  of  the  wreck,  and  the  other  vessels  stationed  to 
cross-fire  on  the  riflemen  on  the  sand-hills  opened  a  deliberate  fire  with  a  view 
to  dislodge  the  enemy,  and  allow  an  attempt  to  haul  off  the  Banger  at  hi^h 
wiftter  at  night.    Meanwhile  the  Banger  was  burning  freely  forward,  and  the 
eommanding  officers  of  the  Governor  Buckingham  and  Daylight,  who  had  a 
good  view  of  her  situation,  thinking  that  it  was  not  practicable  to  get  her  off, 
•Im  was  also  fired  into,  which,  as  her  hatches  were  closed,  had  the  effect  of  let- 
ting the  air  in,  when  the  fire  burnt  freely  aft,  and  doubtless  burnt  the  Banger 
ont  completely.     Meanwhile  black  smoke  was  rising  in  the  direction  of  Shallot 
UeCt  and  the  Aries,  withdrawn  last  night  from  her  station  there,  was  ordered 
to  oiMse ;  she  soon  returned,  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Devens  reported 
a  fine  looking,  double  pit)pcller  blockade  runner,  resembling  the  Geres,  beached 
and  on  fire  between  Tubb's  and  Little  Bivcr  inlets,  and  that  the  enemy's  sharp- 
■hooters  prevented  the  boats  from  boarding  her.     This  was  probably  the  same 
■tenmer  tnat  was  chased  the  previous  evening  by  the  Quaker  Gity,  Tuscarora, 
and  Keystone  State,  and  escaping  from  them,  made  the  western  shore,  where 
muannicatiog  and  learning  of  the  presence  of  the  blockaders  in  force,  and  per- 
haps being  short  of  coal,  she  was  beached  by  her  crew  and  fired  rather  than  be 
o^rtmed.    The  department  will  perceive  that  this  id  the  twenty-second  (22d) 
•tcwner  lost  by  the  rebels  and  the  blockade-runners  attempting  to  violate  the 
Modkade  of  Wilmington  within  the  last  six  months,  an  average  of  nearly  one 
■tcamer  every  eight  (8)  days.     These  losses  must  greatly  lessen  the  means  of 
the  rebel  aatliorities  to  export  cotton,  obtain  supplies,  and  sustain  their  credit, 
nd  thns  dispirit  and  weaken  them  very  much. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  JB.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiUEON  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washtgton,  D,  G. 
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Report  of  Acting  VoltaUeer  Lieutenant  Edvcard  F.  Devens. 

United  Statbs  Steamer  Abies* 
Of  Little  River,  January  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  most  respectfully  report  that  the  steamer  stranded  between 
Tubb's  inlet  and  Little  river  is  the  blockade  runner  Vesta.  Boarded  her  this 
a.  m.  made  a  hawser  fast  to  her,  but  on  examining  her  found  her  whole  star- 
board side  opened  and  several  of  the  plates  split ;  took  two  anchors  from  her» 
which  was  all  we  could  save.  The  Vesta  was  exactly  like  the  Geres.  I  left 
her  a  complete  wreck,  with  five  feet  of  water  in  her ;  her  boats  lay  on  thebeadi 
badly  stove. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  F.  DEVENS. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding^ 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N,  A,  B,  Squadron, 


DESTUUCTION  OP  SALT  WORKS  NEAR  BEAR  INLET.  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  January  14*  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  a  joint  army  and  navy  expedi- 
tion from  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the  salt  landed 
by  the  Bigelow  (the  abandoned  prize  of  the  army  transport  Fulton)  at  Bear 
inlot,  and  the  cargo  of  naval  stores  reported  to  have  been  collected  there  tat 
shipment  in  her,  previous  to  her  destruction  by  the  Mount  Vernon,  of  this  sqaad* 
ron,  as  reported  by  me. 

I  arrived  at  Beaufort  on  December  24,  and  found  preparations  for  the  expe- 
dition being  made  under  Commodore  Dove's  directions.  I  directed  that  the 
Daylight  and  Howquah  should  offer  their  services  to  Colonel  Jourdan,  158th 
New  York  State  volunteers,  (commanding  the  military  force*)  to  transport 
troops.  This  offer  was  thankfully  accepted.  The  vessels  aecsordinffly  left 
Beaufort  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  having  an  armed  launch  from  the  Iron 
Age,  and  some  lighters,  and  carrying  the  troops,  portions  of  the  158th  New 
York  State  volunteers  and  the  9th  Vermont  volunteers,  arriving  off  Bear  inlet 
about  4  p.  m.  The  troops  were  sent  into  the  inlet  in  boats*  eight  (8)  in  number; 
only  two  landed  that  night,  the  tide  being  two  low.  Early  on  ioke  following 
morning  they  proceeded  up  the  inlet,  £ound  no  naval  stores*  (as  I  learned  when  at 
Bear  inlet  the  next  day  in  the  Fah-kce,)  but  destroyed  without  loss  or  ieriooi  op- 
position three  salt  works,  one  hundred  and  fihj  ( 150)  sacks  of  salt*  and  a  lam 
number  of  empty  barrels  for  spirits  of  turpentine.  The  boats  retamed  to  tot 
vessels  about  1  p.  m.,  and  they  immediately  returned  to  Beaufort*  arriving  at 
5.30  p.  m.  The  commanding  officers  of  both  vessels  and  Colonel  Jordon  eom- 
meud  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  navy  concerned  in  this 
expedition.  This  inlet  was  found  to  have  eight  (S)  feet  water  on  the  bar  at 
high  tide. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours* 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  X,  A.  B,  S\ 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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DESTBUCTIOiT  OF  THE  BLOGKADE-BUNNEB  DABE. 

Rep&rt  0f  Acting  Rtar'Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

UiNiTBD  Statbs  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

At  sea^  January  20,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  occasion  of  the.  destruction  of  the  hlockade 
numer  steamer  Dare  by  the  Montgomery  and  Aries,  on  the  7th  instant,  a  boat 
,  Iboin  each  veBsd  was  swamped  in  the  surf,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  each  fell 
iolo  tifte  hands  of  the  enemy.  Enclosed  are  original  lists  of  those  so  lost.  I 
baTe  directed  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenants  Fancon  and  Devens  to  transfer 
the  acGOonts  of  these  officers  and  men  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  and  to  send  their 
dfectSy  properly  put  up,  with  full  lists,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United 
States  store-ship  Brandy  wine,  at  Hampton  Beads. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Devens  mentions  thus  favorably  in  his  report 
Acting  Master  J.  W.  Balch,  of  the  Aries : 

**  Allow  me  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Acting  Master  J.  W.  Balch, 
ezecntiye  officer  of  this  ship.  When  the  boat  was  capsized  he  swam  ashore 
with  two  men  and  brought  me  off  again  to  the  Montgomery's  launch  on  his 
back.  He  has  suffered  four  months'  imprisonment  in  Bichmond,  having  been 
eaptored  at  the  loss  of  the  Columbia,  in  January,  1863.  He  is  a  good  seaman, 
and  tme  and  loyal,  and  would  do  his  duty  well  as  a  commanding  officer." 

I  have  ordered  Acting  Master  Bdch  to  temporary  duty  on  the  Howquah,  to 
relieve  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  McDiarmid,  to  whom  I  have  given  per** 
Biisnon  to  apply  in  person  to  the  department  for  the  command  of  the  Ella. 

I  bave  the  nonor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear' Admiral,  Commanding  N»  A»  B»  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Report  c/  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E,  F.  Devens. 

United  States  Steamer  Aries, 

Olf  Little  River,  January  9,  1864. 

8lK :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6.45  a.  m.,  while  lying  with  the 
entianoe  of  Little  river  bearing  west,  two  and  a  half  miles  distant,  discovered 
a  strange  steamer  standing  to  the  east-southeast,  with  the  United  States 
steamer  Montgomery  in  chase  of  her;  weather  very  thick,  squally  and  foggy  at 
the  time.  Gave  chase  immediately,  keeping  stranger  in  sight — gaining  on  liim ; 
Monteomety  still  astern,  still  chasing.  At  8.30  a.  m.  thick  fog  set  in  and  con- 
tinaed  until  9.30  a.  m.,  when  the  fog  lifted.  Discovered  the  chase  in  sight, 
bearing  about  south,  and  standing  to  the  southward  and  westward — still  gain- 
ing on  her.  At  this  time  commenced  firing  at  him  with  the  rifled  guns,  the 
shot  apparently  falling  close  to  and  over  him.  Land  in  sight.  At  12.30  p.  m. 
she  hauled  to  the  westward,  and  at  1  p.  m.  ran  on  the  beach  close  to  North 
inlet.  South  Carolina.  At  1  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  four  fathoms  water — 
Georgetown  light  bearing  south-southwest,  distance  ten  miles.  Immediately 
sent  two  armed  boats  to  board  the  steamer  and  get  her  off,  if  possible;  if  not, 
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to  destroy  her.  At  4.30  p.  m.  boats  returned  and  reported  her  to  be  the-  eon- 
federate  steamer  Dare.  Surf  running  so  high,  could  do  nothing  to  got  her^; 
set  her  on  fire  in  three  places. 

It  becomes  mj  sad  duty  to  report  that  the  second  cutter  was  swamped  wtSb 
coming  through  the  surf ;  two  officers  and  seven  men  belonging  to  this  tkiA  ju« 
now  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  8  a.  m.  of  the  8th  inatttaW  Mve 
up  and  proceeded  close  into  the  wreck,  in  company  with  the  Dnitedr  -Statai 
Bchooncr  Gkorge  Mangham*.  At  9  a.  m.  came  to  anchor,  with  the  Dire  oMnU 
500  yards  distance.  Sent  a  boat  to  her ;  found  that  she  had  bilged  and  was  ftil 
of  water.  Fired  several  shot  through  the  machinery  and  left  her  a  eompkli 
wreck.  At  1  p.  m.  got  under  wav  and  proceeded  to  station.  Left  the  Oeoifs 
Mangham  in  cnarge  of  wreck.  The  boats  lost  were  both  0tov<e.  •  •  "  • 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  J.  DEVENS, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lse, 

Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron, 


Lisit  of  officers  and  men  cf  tha  Aries  captured. 

List  of  officers  and  men  captured  by  the  rebels  at  the  destruction  of  the  isW 
steamer,  the  Dare,  on  the  7th  instant : 

George  M.  Smith,  acting  ensign. 

J.  E.  Parkman,  captain's  clerk. 

Charles  E.  Homey,  carpenter's  mate.  j. 

William  Watts,  ship's  cook. 

Charles  Williams,  coxswain. 

William  A.  Young,  master-at-arms. 

Joseph  Ahem,  seaman. 

A.  J.  Hendricks,  seaman. 

Henry  McVay,  quartermaster. 


:  f 


List  of  officers  and  m^n  of  the  Mmfgomery  captured. 

United  States  Steamer  MoNTGOMBRYr    '■•'^-  ^^ 
Off  LfH^kwood's  Foffy,  January  8, 

Sir  :  I  bog  leave  to  make  the  following  return  of  officers  and  men  f 
ship  after  the  destruction  of  the  confederate  steamer  Dare : 

George  H.  Pendleton,  acting  master  and  ex.  officer.  '0 
George  M.  Smith,  acting  third  assistant  engineer.  '  f 

Moses  J.  Murphy,  seaman.  '■>  p 

John  Kelly,  seaman.  '*  ]■ 

William  Cames,  seaman.  "■  j* 

James  McTier,  seaman.  ^  P 

Edward  Linderschmidt,  seaman.  ' '  ] 

Bichai'd  McDonald,  seaman.  ' '  j_ 

I 
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£.H.FANeON, 
ilisein;  Volunteer  Lmuimwni,  Gommandingj 
Rcar-AdttiiMJ  S.  F.  Lbb, 
Gummanding  N,  A.  JL  iigModrwu 


LOSS  OF  tHE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  IBOK  AGE. 

Report  9f  Acting  Rear- Admiral  8.  P.  I^ee. 

U.f  iTBD  Statbs  Flag-Ship  Minnbsota, 

Of  Newport  New$,  Van  JoMuary  29,  IB^L 

The  Iron  Age  and  Daylight  were  nent  on  the  8th  inatant  to  reeorer  the 
mee's  heavy  kedge  and  hawser,  which  had  been  carried  oat  on  the  3d  to 
Bendigo  from  working  upon  the  ihoal. 

uie  retom  of  these  Yessels  I  was  informed  bj  JLdeatenant  Gommaoder 
B»  the  fleet  engineer,  and  Mr.  Simpson,  carpenter  of  this  ahip,  ihat 
Bendigo's  engines  were  uninjured  and  that  she  could  easily  oe  gol 
f  a  few  shot-holes  were  stopped;  this  Mr.  Stinson  that  night  made 
igements  for  doing.  Next  morning  I  went  off  to  Lockwood's  Folly 
with  this  ship,  the  Daylight  and  Iron  Age,  when  I  directed  Lieutenant 

nder  Stone,  of  the  Iron  Age,  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells, 
Minding  the  Daylight,  ( both  of  whom  had  recently  been  there  with  their 
Is,)  to  try  and  get  the  Bendigo  off;  the  Daylight  to  protect  the  Iron  Age^ 
Jso  to  assist  her  ft  sound  in  their  boats  and  take  up  safe  positions,  if  neces- 
by  backing  in  the  Iron  Age  to  anchor  with  both  of  her  anchors  down,  so 
the  Bendigo,  by  means  of  lai^  hawsers,  (which  all  the  vessels  of  this 
ade  are  required  to  have  for  such  service,)  might  be  hove  off  against  the 
Age's  anchors  with  a  good  scope  of  cable  to  them.  After  these  officers 
eft  this  ship,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  the  enclosed  order,  (No. 

1  which   was  not  subsequently  qualified,   in  order  to  make  the  work 

esly  aafe.     In  reply  I  received  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  No.  2. 

IV  No.  3  to  stop  work  for  the  night,  &c.,  the  Bendigo  not  having  been 

by  the  evening's  tide,  he  replied  by  No.  4,  showing  that  he  was  pretty 

r>i  getting  the  Bendigo  off  at  the  next  high  water,  about  8.45  a.  m.  of  the 

But  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  10th,  with  the  wind  light  off  shore,  weather  good, 
rater  smooth,  the  Iron  Age  made  signal  that  she  was  aground,  and  asked 
irow  her  guns  overboard.  After  making  arrangements  for  her  relief,  by 
•ing  the  Governor  Buckingham  (Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  SaltonataU) 
he  boats  of  this  ship  to  assist  her,  I  went  to  the  Iron  Age.  She  had  but 
feet  water  along  her  starboard  side,  and  four  feet  on  her  port  side,  with  her 
er  free.  She  went  on,  drawing  nine  (9)  feet  six  (6)  inches  aft,  and  eight 
eet  forward.  I  directt'd  Captain  Stone  to  get  ready  to  haul  off  with  the 
high  water  ;  to  lighten  the  Iron  Age,  removing  her  guns  last;  to  get  oat  an 
or  on  her  starboard  quarter  to  prevent  her  being  set  further  up  on  the  shore* 
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to  dcstroj  her.  At  4.30  p.  m.  boats  returned  and  reported  her  to  be  the  eon- 
federate  steamer  Dare.  Surf  runniog  so  high,  could  do  nothing  to  got  her  off; 
set  her  on  fire  in  three  places. 

It  becomes  mj  sad  dutj  to  report  that  the  second  cutter  was  swamped  while 
coming  through  the  surf ;  two  officers  and  seven  men  belonging  to  thii  ship  are 
now  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  8  a.  m.  of  the  8th  instant*  no^e 
up  and  proceeded  close  into  the  wreck,  in  company  with  the  United  States 
schooner  George  Mangham*.  At  9  a.  m.  came  to  anchor,  with  the  Dare  dbont 
500  yards  distance.  Sent  a  boat  to  her ;  found  that  she  had  bilged  and  was  Ml 
of  water.  Fired  several  shot  through  the  machinery  and  left  her  a  eomplets 
wreck.  At  1  p.  m.  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to  station.  Left  the  George 
Mangham  in  cnarge  of  wreck.  The  boats  lost  were  both  stove.  •  •  • 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  J.  DEVEN8. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  CommandinQ. 
Bear-Admiral  S.  F.  LsE, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron. 


Lint  of  officers  and  men  if  the  Aries  cajAured. 

Lidt  of  officers  and  men  captured  by  the  rebels  at  the  destruction  of  the  rebel 
steamer,  the  Dare,  on  the  7th  instant : 

George  M.  Smith,  acting  ensign. 
J.  E.  Parkman,  captain's  clerk. 
Charles  E.  Homey,  carpenter's  mate. 
William  Watts,  ship's  cook. 
Charles  Williams,  coxswain. 
William  A.  Young,  master-at-arms. 
Joseph  Ahem,  seaman. 
A.  J.  Hendricks,  seaman. 
Henry  McVay,  quartermaster. 


List  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Mmfgomenj  captured. 

United  States  Steamer  Montgomery, 

Ojf  LfHjkuxxxfs  Fotfy,  January  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  bog  leave  to  make  the  following  return  of  officers  and  men  from  thif 
ship  after  the  destruction  of  the  confederate  steamer  Dare  : 

George  H.  Pendleton,  acting  master  and  ex.  officer. 
George  M.  Smith,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 
Moses  J.  Murphy,  seaman. 
John  Kelly,  seaman. 
William  Games,  seaman. 
James  McTier,  seaman. 
Edward  Linderschmidt,  seaman. 
Bichai'd  McDonald,  seaman. 
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Quado,  BeamoD. 
Peler  Alejumder,  seaman. 
John  HayeSf  ordinary  seaman. 
IffatbaiiM  Garten  ordinary  eeaman. 
I^ecer  S.  Mallely,  laodeman, 
•  WiUiam  Broderick,  landsman. 
Joeepfa  Ladue»  iirstrelass  fireman. 
Patrick  UeDermott,  second-olass  fireman. 

Very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  FANCON, 
Acting  VdurUeer  LieuienarU,  Commanding, 
Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 
Gummanding  N,  A,  B,  iSquadron. 


LOSS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  IRON  AGE. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

U^NiTBD  Statbs  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Of  Newport  News,  Va.,  January  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  Iron  Age  and  Daylight  were  sent  on  the  8th  instant  to  recover  the 
Fali-Kec's  heavy  kedge  and  hawser,  which  had  been  carried  out  on  the  3d  to 
ceep  the  Bendigo  from  working  upon  the  shoal. 

On  the  return  of  these  vessels  I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commander 

kone,  the  fleet  engineer,    and    Mr.  Simpson,  carpenter   of    this    ship,  that 

Hendigo's   engines   were   uninjured  and  that  she   could  easily   be  got 

if  a   few   shot-holes  were   stopped;    this   Mr.  Stinson    that  night  made 

ang^ements  for  doing.     Next  morning   I   went  off  to  Lockwood's    Folly 

met  with  this  ship,  the  Daylight  and  Iron  Age,  when  I  directed  Lieutenant 

Commander  Stone,  of  the  Iron  ^Vge,  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells, 

MMnmanding  the  Daylight,  ( both  of  whom  had  recently  been  there  with  their 

reasels,)  to  try  and  get  the  Bendigo  off;  the  Daylight  to  protect  the  Iron  Age, 

ind  also  to  assist  her  ft  sound  in  their  boats  and  take  up  safe  positions,  if  neces- 

Huy,  by  backing  in  the  Iron  Age  to  anchor  with  both  of  her  anchors  down,  so 

that   the  Bendigo,  by  means  of  large  hawsers,  (which  all  the  vessels  of  this 

blockade  are  required  to  have  for  such  service,)  might  be  hove  off  against  the 

[ron  Age's  anchors  with  a  good  scope  of  cable  to  them.     After  these  officers 

liad  left  this  ship,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  the  enclosed  order,  (No. 

It)  and  which   was  not  subsequently  qualified,   in  order  to  make  the   work 

perfectly  safe.     In  reply  I  received  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  No.  2. 

Fo  my  No.  3  to  stop  work  for  the  night,  &c.,  the  Bendigo  not  having  been 

off  by  the  evening's  tide,  he  replied  by  No.  4,  showing  that  he  was  pretty 

,..re  of  getting  the  Bendigo  off  at  the  next  high  water,  about  8.45  a.  m.  of  the 

iOth.    But  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  10th,  with  the  wind  light  off  shore,  weather  good, 

ind  water  smooth,  the  Iron  Age  mndc  signal  that  she  was  aground,  and  asked 

to  thn>w  her  guns  overboard.     After  making  arrangements  for  her  relief,  by 

>rdering  the  Governor  Buckingham  (Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Saltonstall) 

.  the  boats  of  this  ship  to  artsist  her,  I  went  to  the  Iron  Age.     She  had  but 

e  feet  water  along  her  starboard  side,  and  four  feet  on  her  port  side,  with  her 
radder  free.  She  went  on,  drawing  nine  (9)  feet  six  (6)  inches  aft,  and  eight 
(8)  feet  forward.  I  directed  Captain  Stone  to  get  ready  to  haul  off  with  the 
next  high  water ;  to  lighten  the  Iron  Age,  removing  her  guns  last ;  to  got  out  an 
anchor  on  her  starboard  quaitcr  to  prevent  her  being  set  further  up  on  the  shore* 
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as  the  tide  made,  (she  bad  already  a  heavy  kedge  and  IiairBer  out  on  the  Btar> 
board  bow  ;)  and  I  acquainted  him  with  the  arrangements  made  to  assist  him» 
and  afterwards  sent  him  the  enclosed  memorandum»  (No.  5.)  showii^  thai  the 
boats  of  the  Minnesota  would  assist,  and  the  position  which  the  Daylight  would 
take  up  with  her  anchors  down  for  him  to  neave  off  bj,  whilst  the  €h>Tenior 
Buckingham  (with  anchor  ahead  to  steady  her)  would  pull  her  off  with  the 
evening  tide,  which  it  seemed  quite  practicable  to  do. 

The  boats,  owing  to  the  falling  of  the  tide,  could  only  partially  diflduuge  the 
Iron  Age  of  her  coal,  provisions,  &c. 

In  the  afternoon  I  again  went  to  the  Iron  Age,  and  vessels  preparing  to  aiost 
her,  to  see  that  the  arrangements  were  complete.  At  p.  m.  high  water  Lieuteniiit 
Commander  Stone  found  that  he  had  only  seven  (7)  feet  of  water  aloiKside ; 
and  sent  me,  by  Mr.  Pearson,  a  request  to  throw  his  guns  overboard.  luvin^ 
been  unable  to  remove  them,  I  autnorizcd  him  to  throw  his  guns  overboard  on 
the  port  side,  and  sent  him  the  enclosed  order,  (No.  6,)  which,  as  the  wind  had 
got  to  the  southward  and  westward,  and  the  weather  looking  threatening,  con- 
templated his  removing  his  officers,  crew  and  supplies,  so  that  in  the  event  of  i 
gale  they  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  would  also  lighten 
the  Iron  Age,  and  authorizing  him,  in  consultation  with  Captains  Welles  and 
Salstonstall,  to  take  such  further  steps  as  might  be  necessary,  and  providing  for 
changing  the  berth  of  the  Daylight,  &c.,  if  it  could  be  advantageously  done. 

During  the  night  the  weatner,  though  threatening,  did  not  blow,  and  the 
wind,  which  was  moderate,  hauled  to  the  northward  and  westward  and  from  the 
land. 

At  4  p.  m.  the  Iron  Age  was  reported  to  be  on  fire,  and  at  5.40  a.  m.  the 
magazine  blew  up.  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone,  of  the  Iron  Age»  aaeigns  in 
his  report  (some  mistakes  in  which  I  have  herein  corirected)  his  motives  for 
doing  this. 

I  take  all  the  responsibility  of  sending  the  Iron  Age  on  this  duty,  which  I  as- 
signed to  her  with  suitable  instructious.  Success  and  no  casualty  was  the  gen- 
eral expectation,  and  it  is  highly  probable,  I  think,  that  she  could  not  have  been 
got  off,  as  the  euemy  had  got  a  battery  down ;  but  another  trial  would  have  deter* 
mined  this.  Considering  her  feeble  steam  power  and  constant  liability  to  loM 
on  the  blockade  in  a  gale  of  wind,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  her  offieeit 
and  crew  were  not  lost  with  her.  * 

This  eervicc  is  one  of  great  hardship  and  exposure ;  it  has  been  eondncM 
with  slight  loss  to  us,  and  much  loss  to  the  rebels  and  their  allies,  who  have  lost 
twenty-two  (22)  vessels  in  six  (6)  months,  while  our  loss  has  been  only  two  (2) 
vessels  on  the  Wilmington  blockade  during  the  war. 

In  this  and  the  accompanying  papers,  including  the  report  (No.  5)  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells,  commanding  Daylight,  the  report  (No.  6)  of 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Fancon,  commanding  the  Montgomery,  received  to 
day,  to  which  the  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Saltonstall,  command- 
ing the  Buckingham,  will  be  added  when  received,  all  the  essential  £Eict0  of  the 
case  are  given.  , 

I  ha  e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

P.  S.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N,  A,  B,  Squadfim 

Hon.  GiDEorv  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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No.l. 
'Jrorn  Asiing  Rear^Admiral  S.  P,  Lee  to  Lieut,  Commander  E,  E,  Stone. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Lockwood^t  Folly  Inlet,  January  9,  18G4. 

The  safest  and  best  plan  to  get  the  Bendigo  off  is  to  plaut  both  your 
ion  with  a  good  and  sufficient  scope  of  cable,  and  to  heave  her  off  >Yith 
li  inch  hawser,  using  her  purchase,  if  practicable,  in  preference  to  yours. 
y<       preparations  complete  for  high  water  this  evening, 
e  1      lig^t  must  return  in  time  to  take  her  station  off  the  bar. 

irord  when  the  Minnesota's  launch  is  wanted  to  weigh  Bendigo*8  anchor. 
Uoqnette  and  Banger  report  having  made  a  fruitless  attempt  to  run  into 
on.  9 

lectfally,  yours, 

S.P.LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron. 
nt  Com.  E.  E.  Stone, 

Commanding  United  States  steamer  Iron  Age, 


No.  2. 

from  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E,  Stone  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee, 

United  States  Steamer  Iron  Age, 

January  9,  1864. 

In  reply  to  yours  of  to-day's  date,  I  have  to  state  that  I  am  already 
\h»  Bendigo  by  your  ten-inch  hawser.     My  executive  officer  sends  me 
;  her  windlass  cannot  be  used,  as  some  small  but  important  parts  are 
I  will  do  the  best  I  can  with  my  own  windlass. 
r.  ^  Coimer  will  inform  you  if  the  Minnesota's  launch  will  be  required  or 
If  it  should  be  required,  when   the   time  arrives  I  will  hoist  my  dis- 
ing  pennant  at  the  fore,  ("R.") 
utespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE, 
Lieutenant  Commander  United  States  Navy, 
Imiral  8.  P.  Lre» 

Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron,  on  U,  S,  Steamer  Minnesota, 


No.  3. 

^jHterfrom  Acting  Rear-Adfniral  Lee  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone, 

Unit,  d  Statfs  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Of  Lockwood*s   Folly  Inlet,  January  9,  1864. 

IK :  Ton  need  not  work  on  the  wreck  any  longer  this  evening  unless  you 
B  a  good  prospect  of  getting  her  afloat.     The  Montgomery  need  not  go  in  to 
this  evening  unless  she  can  be  of  assistance  without  risk  to  herself. 
oo  can  remain  where  you  are,  or  come  out,  as  you  please,  to  resume  opera- 
■  with  the  morning's  tide  with  the  aid  of  the  Montgomery. 
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Show  this  to  Captain  Faucon,  who  can  oome  out  and  take  up  his  itation  to- 
night. I  wish  to  have  his  written  report,  with  a  diagram  of  the  ehase,  &«.,  of 
the  Dare. 

EespcctfuUy,  yonrs, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Comtnanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadnm. 
Lieut.  Com.  E.  E-   Stone, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamer  Iron  Age, 


No.  4. 

Letter  Jrom  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee. 

Iron  Aoe» 
Janv4iry  9,  1864 — 8.08  ;?.  m. 

Admiral:  The  Montgomery  is  ahout  to  make  fast  to  us. 
Mr.  Garvin  left;  here  twenty  minutes  ago  to  get  steam  on  the   Bendigo,  tli0 
water  being  below  the  grate  bars.     I  feel  very  confident  of  snccesfl. 
There  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  for  the  Montgomery. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 


No  5. 
Memorandum  of  orders. 

Flao-8hip, 
January  10,  1864-— 1  p.  m 

Captain  Wells  was  to  sound,  and  then  let  go  Daylight's  two  bow  anchon,  M 
that  with  seventy -five  or  one  hundred  fathoms  of  cable  to  each  he  can  biHiic 
clear  of  all  shoals,  and  haul  near  enough  to  the  Iron  Age  to  send  the  lO-iaek 
hawser  to  her  bow  by  messenger ;  then  heave  taut  on  10-inch  faawaer,  aad  W 
ready  with  deck  tackles,  &c.,  to  heave  her  off  at  high  water,  and  to  keep  her 
from  going  further  on,  as  the  tide  rises. 

Captain  Saltonstall  was  to  sound,  and  then  with  Buckingham,  (outside  of 
Daylight,)  let  go  her  port  bower  with  long  scope  to  it,  so  that  with  MinnoBOti'i 
launch  and  a  messenger  line  she  can  send  Minnesota's  14-inch  manilU  to  Inn 
Age's  bow,  or  tlirough  latter's  hawse-hole,  and  heave  taut  on  it. 

Iron  Age  has  kedge  and  hawt^er  out  on  her  starboard  bow;  was  ordered  to  get 
an  anchor  out  on  her  starboard  quarter  to  keep  her  from  working  up  on  thenri 
by  setting  it  taut  carefully  as  tide  rises,  but  not  at  low  water,  for  fear  of  heaving 
her  over. 

The  Iron  Age  will  have  a  9  or  10-inch  hawser  from  her  capstan  or  deckfitWD 
forward  to  the  Daylight,  on  which  she  will  heave  while  Daylight  heaves  ontht 
other  of  the  two  10-inch  hawsers  sent  to  Daylight  from  this  ship,  while  Bvk- 
inghatn  puild  off  under  steam  with  the  11-inch,  taking  care  not  to  snap  it 

S.  P.  LEE. 
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'-jAdditiamal.'^The  tide  being  too  low  and  the  Burf  Tising,  Minnesota's  boats 
moot  now  xetam  to  Iron  Age,  but  latter  will  make  signal  for  Minnesota*s 
lOAtBv  if,  as  tide  rises,  she  can  discharge  into  boats  on  either  side  of  her.  She 
rfll  also  shift  the  hawser  now  on  the  starboard  bow  to  the  starboard  quarter, 
rhen  the  Daylight  has  set  taut  on  the  hawser  from  her  to  Iron  Age's  bow. 

The  forgoing  was  ordered  when  the  vessels  were  riding  to  the  southward ; 
r  that  they  have  swung,  the  plan  may  be  altered  to  suit. 

S.  P.  LEE,  Acting  Rear- Admiral. 

Lientenant  Commander  Stone. 

Captains  Wells  and  Saltonstall. 


No.  6. 

Flag-Ship, 
January  10,  1864. — 10  p.  m. 

Having  failed  to  get  the  Iron  Age  afloat  with  this  high  water,  and  the  weather 

ooking  threatening,  you  will,  with  the  aid  of  Captains  Wells  and   Saltonstall 

ind  their  boats,  and  Master  Piersou  and  boats  from  this  vessel — all  that  you  can 

rork  advantageously — push  on  to  further  liglitcn  the  Iron  Age  and  prepare  for 

•andoning  her.     Move  the  paymaster,  his  funds,  accounts,  and  supplies,  and 

powder,  shell,  sliip's  stores,  &c.,  which  you  were  unable  to  move  to-day,  on 

curd  the  Buckingham  and  Daylight.     Try  and  get  your  howitzers  out,  and 

ir  ammunition  also.     Move  the  men  and  their  effects  to  the  B.  and  D.  when- 

you  judge  it  expedient,  and  be  sure  to  get  on  board  these  vessels  with  all 

Is  and  effects,  so  as  to  allow  them  to  get  out,  and  not  be  caught  in  there  in 

»w. 

\yon8ult  with  Captains  Wells  and  Saltonstall,  and  carry  out  your  and  their 

jadgments.     Show  this  to  them. 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Liieatenant  Commander  Stone, 

P.  S. — ^The  bottom  is  probably  quicksand,  and  you  must  be  careful  not  to  get 
11        vessels  ashore.     In  the  morning,  if  the  weather  is  favorable,  you,  may  if 
ean  do  so  to  advantage  safely,  shift  your  berths. 
Aoa  can  move  your  vessels  out  to-night,  whenever  you  think  it  necessary  to 


£he  Daylight  had  better  get  up  one  anchor  now. 

S.  P.  LEE. 
lieutenant  Commander  Stone. 
CaptaiuB  Wklls  and  Saltonstall. 


No.  7. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off*  Wilmington f  North  Carolina,  January  11,  1864. 

R:  Ton  will  please  prepare  and  forward  immediately  an  official   report 
the  cireomstances  attending  the  attempt  to  get  off  the  beached  blockade  runner 
•»  and  the  Bubsequcnt  grounding  and  destruction  of  the  Iron  Age. 

11  N 
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Yon  will  take  receipts  in  duplicate  for  all  articles  otlier  than  paynuiBter'Sy  de- 
liverable from  the  Iron  Age,  and  forward  them  to  me  with  your  report. 
Bespectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  Commanding  N.  A»  B,  SqModronm 
Lieut  Com.  E.  E.  Stone, 

Captain  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Iron  Age. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E.  Stone* 

United  States  Steamer  Fahkbb, 

At  sea,  January  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant 
at  4  o'clock,  circumstances  rendered  it  incumbent  on  me,  to  destroy  by  fire,  t^ 
United  States  steamer  Iron  Age,  lately  intrusted  to  my  charge  by  the  deptrt- 
ment. 
Accompanying,  please  find  statement  of  &cts  of  the  unfortunate  a£Bur. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE, 
liieutenant  Commander  U.  S.  Aarjf. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E,  SUme, 

United  States  Steamer  FahkbBi 

At  sea,  January  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  in  obedience  to  a  signal  from  tlM 
fiag-ship,  we  stood  for  Lockwood's  Folly  inlet.  At  9  a.  m.  I  received  a  len- 
iuch  hawser  from  the  United  States  steamer  Minnesota,  which  I  waa  ai'dewd  to 
make  fast  as  a  tow-line  to  the  blockade  runner  Bcndigo,  which  was  cm  shen 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  westward  of  the  inlet. 

In  my  conversation  with  the  admiral  about  the  appliances  for  ge  I 

he  particularly  mentioned  the  planting  of  the  anchors  of  the  Iron  A     ^  i 
backing  in  near  enough  to  attach  the  hawser ;  but  at  the  same  time  ;  » 

however,  *'  Exercise  your  own  judgment/'     At  11  a.  m.  I  let  go        •  m 
three  falhoms  of  water,  run  a  line  to  the  wreck,  warped  the  ship  iu  i 
the  ten-inch  hawser  around  my  mainmast.     In  tlie  mean  time  offi* 
from  the  Minnesota  and  Iron  Age  were  busily  at  work  plugging  up  m 
and  freeing  the  wreck  from  water  and  lightening  her  by  throwing  o^ 
coal  and  other  things  that  could  be  gotten  at ;  this  work  eontiniiii  i  4 

o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  10th  instant.    A  8  p.  m.  of  the  9th,  received  m 
hawser  from  the  Montgomery,  and  both  vessels  went  ahead  full  speed,  ou 
no  purpose.    At  9  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  admiral,  1  o 
Montgomery  to  proceed  to  her  right  station,  and  to  return  early  in  the 
in  time  for  high  water,  which  was  8.45.     I  then  cast  off,  anchoredi  and  i     Oj 
the  hawser  from  the  wreck,  and  stood  out  into  four  and  a  half  fathoms,  i      ' 
I  remained  during  the  night.     At  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
tive  officer  of  the  In)n  Age  returned  from  the  wreck  for  a  freeh  set  » 

stating  that  the  working  party  from  the  Minnesota  had  been  reealled  at  a 
when  a  little  more  work  would  have  freed  the  engine-room  from  water  and 
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• 

the  engineer  to  trace  the  pipes,  and  find  the  neceflsary  cocks  for  freeing 
vessel  of  water  and  feeding  the  boiler,  as  they  had  steam  tip  on  the  forward 
r.  As  the  men  had  been  hard  at  work  all  day  and  up  to  a  late  hoar  of  the 
t,  I  reftiscd  his  request,  particularly  as  all  the  buckets  belonging  to  the 
leaota  had  been  taken  away  by  her  men.  Shortly  after,  Chief  Engineer 
finnis  came  on  board  with  the  remainder  of  our  men.  After  hearing  his 
rt,  I  felt  sangtiine  of  getting  her  off  on  the  morning  tide.     At  early  day- 

I  got  under  way,  stood  in,  picked  up  the  hawser,  and  again  made  fast  to 
rreck. .  Received  a  ten-inch  hawser  from  the  Montgomery,  who  also  had 
Daylight  ahead  of  her.  At  8  a.  m.  all  three  steamers  pulling  away  at  the 
k.  Prior  to  the  Montgomery's  going  ahead,  I  sent  an  officer  in  a  boat  with 
M  to  the  Montgomery  to  get  her  head  well  around  to  starboard  before 
ing,  as  I  was  fearful  that  the  slight  current  that  there  was  would  drift  me 
;e  eastward,  so  that  if  the  wreck  should  start  off  she  would  be  in  danger  of 
ndine  again  before  we  got  her  into  deep  water.  My  orders  were  not  com- 
I  with  as  I  wished  them,  and  I  made  repeated  signals  with  my  hand  to  the 
tgomery  to  pull  more  to  starboard.  I  will  here  state  that  the  wreck  was 
1  full  of  water,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  known  to  me  I  gave  up  all  hopes  of 
ig  her,  but  thought  it  possible  that  she  might  be  hauled  into  deep  water. 
It  an  officer  with  a  boat's  crew  to  cut  the  hawser  so  soon  as  we  should  have 
ceded  in  effecting  our  object.  At  8.40,  finding  the  vessel  in  two  and  a 
fer  fathoms  of  water,  I  debated  with  myself  as  to  the  propriety  of  cutting 
\  everything  for  fear  of  the  very  event  which  happenea  ;  but  before  I  had 

made  up  my  mind  to  forego  all  of  the  advantage  of  being  attached  to  the 
k  ,with  a  strong  hope  of  her  starting  every  moment,  I  discovered  the  Mont- 
?ry  to  be  aground,  and  the  Iron  Age  struck  almost  immediately  afterwards. 
.45  a.  m.  (it  then  being  high  water)  I  immediately  cut  off  both  hawsers  and 
mt  the  kedge,  with  which  I  usually  anchor,  with  a  seven-inch  hawser,  and 

It  taut  to  prevent  her  bows  going  on  any  further.  In  the  mean  time  the 
light  making  two  or  three  unsuccessful  attempts  to  get  into  a  position  to 

a  hawser  from  us,  and  it  was  not  until  10.30  that  she  at  length  made  fast 
I  with  a  ten-inch  hawser,  which  she  parted  at  the  second  or  third  jerk.  I 
▼e  the  delay  in  getting  her  into  position  was  caused  by  her  propeller  being 

I  by  a  hawser.    £ven  up  to  this  time  I  felt  no  apprehension  as  to  eventu- 

fet^ng  the  vessel  off.  I  had  made  signal  for  permission  to  throw  over- 
battery  and  otherwise  lighten  the  vessel,  so  that  I  might  be  at  liberty  to 
>  vben,  in  my  judgment,  the  proper  moment  had  arrived.  At  11  o'clock 
Leo  came  on  bioard  and  took  charge.  An  anchor  was  planted  off  the 
»  d  quarter,  with  two  parts  of  a  five-inch  hawser,  which  was  set  taut  by 
BK  uiekle.  Boats  from  the  different  vessels  were  alongside,  and  all  hands 
9t  work  lightening  ship.  At  12  m.  water  was  so  low  that  we  were  obliged 
lock  off  lightening  ship,  as  the  boats  could  not  approach  near  enough.  The 
It  and  Governor  Buckingham  had  reccived^orders  to  anchor  off  our  star- 

^w.  Between  4  and  6  p.  m.  the  boats  again  came  alongside  and  took 
lew  shot  and  shell ;  the  sea  being  too  rough,  discontinued.  At  5.25  made 
to  the  Daylight  by  a  ten-inch  hawser.  At  6.30  received  hawser  from  the 
•rnor  Buckingham ;  the  former  was  led  through  the  bridle  port  and  made 
to  the  foremast  on  gun  deck ;  the  latter  was  led  between  the  bit-head  and 

fast  to  the  foremast  on  the  spar  deck.  At  6.40,  both  vessels  towing  full 
1.  I  sent  word  to  the  admiral  that  if  the  ship  did  not  come  off  by  7.30 
I  should  throw  overboard  the  main-deck  battery.     His  reply  was  to  wait 

8^0.  I  waited  until  8.15,  and  then  gave  the  order  to  commence  throwing 
board  the  gun-deck  battery ;  intending,  however,  to  retain  two  for  defence. 
.22  No.  1  went  over  the  side,  at  9.3  No.  4  was  launched.  Finding  the 
did  not  move,  and  knowing  that  the  water  had  commenced  to  fall,  I  gave 
U  hopes  of  getting  the  vessel  off  on  this  tide,  and  sent  word  to  the  Grovemor 
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to  destroy  her.  At  4.30  p.  m.  boats  returned  and  reported  her  to  be  the  eon- 
federate  steamer  Dare.  Surf  running  so  high,  could  ao  nothing  to  get  her  eff ; 
set  her  on  fire  in  three  places. 

It  becomes  my  sad  dutj  to  report  that  the  second  cutter  was  swamped  while 
coming  through  the  surf ;  two  officers  and  seven  men  belonging  to  this  ship  are 
now  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  At  8  a.  m.  of  the  8th  instant*  hove 
up  and  proceeded  close  into  the  wreck,  in  company  with  the  United  States 
schooner  George  Manghamv  At  9  a.  m.  came  to  anchor,  with  the  Dare  about 
500  yards  distance.  Sent  a  boat  to  her ;  found  that  she  had  bilged  a&d  was  full 
of  water.  Fired  several  shot  through  the  machinery  and  left  her  a  complete 
wreck.  At  1  p.  m.  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to  station.  Left  the  Greorge 
Mangham  in  cnarge  of  wreck.  The  boats  lost  were  both  stove.  •  •  • 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  F.  DEVEN8. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lvu, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


List  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Aries  captured. 

List  of  officers  and  men  captured  by  the  rebels  at  the  destruction  of  the  rebel 
steamer,  the  Dare,  on  the  7th  instant : 

George  M.  Smith,  acting  ensign. 
J.  E.  Parkman,  captain's  clerk. 
Charles  E.  Homey,  carpenter's  mate. 
William  Watts,  ship's  cook. 
Charles  Williams,  coxswain. 
William  A.  Young,  master-at-arms. 
Joseph  Ahem,  seaman. 
A.  J.  Hendricks,  seaman. 
Henry  McVay,  quartermaster. 


List  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Mmtgomery  captured. 

United  States  Steamer  Montoombry, 

Off  Lockwood's  Foffi/,  January  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  return  of  officers  and  men  from  this 
ship  after  the  destruction  of  the  confederate  steamer  Dare : 

George  H.  Pendleton,  acting  master  and  ex.  officer. 
George  M.  Smith,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 
Moses  J.  Murphy,  seaman. 
John  Kelly»  seaman. 
William  Games,  seaman. 
James  McTier,  seaman. 
Edward  Linderschmidt,  seaman. 
Bichard  McDonald,  seaman. 
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WiUiam  Qoade,  WMonm. 
PeCer  Alexander,  seaman. 
John  Havest  ordinarj  fleaman. 
Nalliaaiei  Carter,  ordinary  seunan. 
PeMr  B.  Malletj,  landBttan, 
'WiUiam  Bioderiok,  laodflman. 
Joeeph  Ladue*  firat-elass  fireman. 
Patnok  ilcDermott,  second-olaBs  fireman. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E,  H.  FANCON, 
Acting  VolurUei^  LieulenarUf  Commanding, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Cummanding  N.  A,  B,  iSquadron, 


LOSS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  IRON  AGE. 

Report  of  Acting  Rrar- Admiral  S»  P,  Lee. 

U*"fiTED  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Of  Newport  News,  Fa.,  January  2^,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  Iron  Age  and  Daylight  were  nent  on  the  8th  instant  to  recover  the 
Fah-Kec's  heavy  kedge  and  hawser,  which  had  been  carried  out  on  the  3d  to 
keep  the  Bendigo  from  working  upon  the  shoal. 

On  the  return  of  these  vessels  I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commander 
Stone,  the  fleet  engineer,  and  Mr.  Simpson,  carpenter  of  this  ship,  that 
the  Bendigo's  engines  were  uninjured  and  that  she  could  easily  oe  got 
off  if  a  few  shot-holes  were  stopped;  this  Mr.  Stinson  that  night  made 
arrangements  for  doing.  Next  morning  I  went  off  to  Lockwood's  Folly 
inlet  with  this  ship,  the  Daylight  and  Iron  Age,  when  I  directed  Lientcnant 
Commander  Stone,  of  the  Iron  Age,  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells, 
eommanding  the  Daylight,  ( both  of  whom  had  recently  been  there  with  tlieir 
Teasels,)  to  try  and  get  the  Bendigo  off;  the  Daylight  to  protect  the  Iron  Age, 
and  also  to  assist  her  ft  sound  in  their  boats  and  take  up  safe  positions,  if  neces- 
sary, by  backing  in  the  Iron  Age  to  anchor  with  both  of  her  anchors  down,  so 
that  the  Bendigo,  by  means  of  large  hawsers,  (which  all  the  vessels  of  this 
blockade  are  required  to  have  for  such  service,)  might  be  hove  off  against  the 
Iron  Age's  anchors  with  a  good  scope  of  cable  to  them.  After  these  officers 
had  left  this  ship,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  the  enclosed  order,  (No. 
1,)  and  which  was  not  subsequently  qualified,  in  order  to  make  the  work 
perfectly  safe.  In  reply  I  received  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  No.  2. 
To  my  No.  3  to  atop  work  for  the  night,  &c.,  the  Bendigo  not  having  been 
got  off  by  the  evening's  tide,  he  replied  by  No.  4,  showing  that  he  was  pretty 
sure  of  getting  the  Bendigo  off  at  the  next  high  water,  about  8.45  a.  m.  of  the 
10th.  But  at  9  a.  m.  of  the  10th,  with  the  wind  light  off  shore,  weather  good, 
and  water  smooth,  the  Iron  Age  made  signal  that  she  was  aground,  and  asked 
to  throw  her  guns  overboard.  After  making  arrangements  for  her  relief,  by 
ordering  the  Governor  Buckingham  (Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Saltonstall) 
and  the  boats  of  this  ship  to  assist  her,  I  went  to  the  Iron  Age.  She  had  but 
five  feet  water  along  her  starboard  side,  and  four  feet  on  her  port  side,  with  her 
mdder  free.  She  went  on,  drawing  nine  (9)  feet  six  (6)  inches  aft,  and  eight 
(8)  feet  forward.  I  directi*d  Captain  Stone  to  get  ready  to  haul  off  with  the 
next  high  water ;  to  lighten  the  Iron  Age,  removing  her  guns  last ;  to  get  out  an 
anchor  on  her  starboard  quai'ter  to  prevent  her  being  set  further  up  on  the  shore* 
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as  the  tide  made,  (she  had  already  a  heavj  kedge  and  hawser  ont  on  the  star- 
board bow  ;)  and  I  acquainted  him  with  the  arrangements  made  to  assist  him, 
and  afterwards  sent  him  the  enclosed  memorandum,  (No.  6.)  showing  that  tiie 
boats  of  the  Minnesota  would  assist,  and  the  position  which  ^e  Dajlight  would 
take  up  with  her  anchors  down  for  him  to  heare  oS  bj,  whilst  the  €k>Temor 
Buckingham  (with  anchor  ahead  to  steady  her)  would  pull  her  off  with  the 
evening  tide,  which  it  seemed  quite  practicable  to  do. 

The  boats,  owing  to  the  falling  of  the  tide,  could  onlj  partially  dischaxge  the 
Iron  Age  of  her  coal,  provisions,  &c. 

In  the  afternoon  I  again  went  to  the  Iron  Age,  and  vessels  preparing  to  assist 
her,  to  see  that  the  arrangements  were  complete.  At  p.  m.  high  water  lieutenant 
Commander  Stone  found  that  he  had  only  seven  (7)  feet  of  water  alongside ; 
and  sent  me,  by  Mr.  Pearson,  a  request  to  throw  his  guns  overboard.  Having 
been  unable  to  remove  them,  I  autnorized  him  to  throw  his  guns  overboard  on 
the  port  side,  and  sent  him  the  enclosed  order,  (No.  6,)  which,  as  the  wind  had 
got  to  the  southward  and  westward,  and  the  weather  looking  threatening,  con- 
templated his  removing  his  officers,  crew  and  supplies,  so  that  in  the  event  of  a 
gale  they  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  would  also  lighten 
the  Iron  Age,  and  authorizing  him,  in  consultation  with  Captains  Welles  and 
Salstonstall,  to  take  such  further  steps  as  might  be  necessary,  and  providing  for 
changing  the  berth  of  the  Daylight,  &c.,  if  it  could  be  advantageously  done. 

During  the  night  the  weather,  though  threatening,  did  not  blow,  and  the 
wind,  which  was  moderate,  hauled  to  the  northward  and  westward  and  from  the 
land. 

At  4  p.  m.  the  Iron  Age  was  reported  to  be  on  fire,  and  at  5.40  a.  m.  the 
magazine  blew  up.  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone,  of  the  Iron  Age,  assigns  in 
his  report  (some  mistakes  in  which  I  have  herein  corirected)  his  motives  for 
doing  this. 

I  take  all  the  responsibility  of  sending  the  Iron  Age  on  thb  duty,  which  I  as- 
signed to  her  with  suitable  instructious.  Success  and  no  casualty  was  the  gen- 
eral expectation,  and  it  is  highly  probable,  I  think,  that  she  could  not  have  been 
got  off,  as  the  enemy  had  got  a  battery  down ;  but  another  trial  would  have  deter- 
mined this.  Considering  her  feeble  steam  power  and  constant  liability  to  loss 
on  the  blockade  in  a  gale  of  wind,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know  that  her  ofllcers 
and  crew  were  not  lost  with  her.  ^ 

This  service  is  one  of  great  hardship  and  exposure ;  it  has  been  €OndncM 
with  slight  loss  to  us,  and  much  loss  to  the  rebels  and  their  allies,  who  have  lost 
twenty-two  (22)  vessels  in  six  (6)  months,  while  our  loss  has  been  only  two  (2) 
vessels  on  the  Wilmington  blockade  during  the  war. 

In  this  and  the  accompanying  papers,  including  the  report  (No.  5)  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells,  commanding  Daylight,  the  report  (No.  6)  of 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Fancon,  commanding  the  Montgomery,  received  to 
day,  to  which  the  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Saltonstall,  command- 
ing the  Buckingham,  will  be  added  when  received,  all  the  essential  &ct8  of  the 
case  are  given. 

I  ha  e  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

P.  S.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  commanding  N*  A.  B.  Squadron 

Hon.  Gideon  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


BSPOBT  OF  THE  8ECBBTABT  OF  THE  NAVY.       159 

No.l. 
Iram  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S,  F.  Lee  to  Lieut.  Cammandm-  E,  E,  Stone. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

OffLockwooi^9  Folly  Inlet,  January  9,  1864. 

Sir:  The  safest  and  best  plan  to  get  the  Bendigo  ofPis  to  plant  both  yonr 
bow  cndioni  with  a  good  and  sufficient  scope  of  cable,  and  to  heave  her  off  with 
•  10  or  11  inch  hawser,  using  her  purchase,  if  practicable,  in  preference  to  yours. 
Hmto  your  preparations  complete  for  high  water  this  evening. 
TIm  Daylight  must  return  in  time  to  take  her  station  off  the  bar. 
tSend  word  when  the  Minnesota's  launch  is  wanted  to  weigh  Beiidigo's  anchor. 
The  Coquette  and  Banger  report  having  made  a  fruitless  attempt  to  run  into 
Wiliiihif!:ton.  ^ 

Uespectfully,  yours, 

S.P.LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron^ 
Lieut.  Com.  E.  £.  Stone, 

Commanding  United  States  steamer  Iron  Age. 


No.  2. 

Leiierjrom  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E.  Stone  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee. 

United  States  Steamer  Ieon  Aoe, 

January  9,  1864. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  to-day's  date,  I  have  to  state  that  I  am  already 
Cut  to  the  Bendigo  by  your  ten-inch  hawser.  My  executive  officer  sends  me 
word  that  her  windlass  cannot  be  used,  as  some  small  but  important  parts  are 
wanting.     I  will  do  the  best  I  can  with  my  own  windlass. 

Mr.  O'Conner  will  inform  you  if  the  Minnesota's  launch  will  be  required  or 
not.  If  it  should  be  required,  when  the  time  arrives  I  will  hoist  my  dis- 
tingiiiahing  pennant  at  the  fore,  ("R.") 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE, 
Lieutenant  Commander  United  States  Navy. 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  on  U.  S.  Steamer  Minfiesota. 


No.  3, 

Letter  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone. 

Unit,  d  Statfs  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Of  Lockwood's   Folly  Met,  January  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  Ton  need  not  work  on  the  wreck  any  longer  this  evening  unless  you 
have  a  good  prospect  of  getting  her  afloat.  The  Montgomery  need  not  go  in  to 
joo  this  evening  unless  she  can  be  of  assistance  without  risk  to  herself. 

You  can  remain  where  you  are,  or  come  out,  as  you  please,  to  resume  opera- 
tioni  with  the  morning's  tide  with  the  aid  of  the  Montgomery. 
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Show  this  to  Captain  Faucon,  who  can  oome  ont  and  take  up  his  station  to- 
night. I  wish  to  have  his  written  report,  with  a  diagram  of  the  chase,  &c,  of 
the  Dare. 

Eespectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral f  Camtnanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron, 
Lieut.  Com.  E.  E-   Stone, 

Commanding  (J.  S.  Steamer  Iron  Age. 


No.  4. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee, 

Iron  Aob, 
January  9,  1864 — 8.08^.  m. 

Admiral:  The  Montgomery  is  ahont  to  make  fast  to  us. 
Mr.  Garvin  left  here  twenty  minutes  ago  to  get  steam  on  the  Bendigo,  the 
water  being  below  the  grate  bars.     I  feel  very  confident  of  success. 
There  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  for  the  Montgomery. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE. 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  Lee, 

Commanding  N,  A*  Blockading  Squadron, 


No  5, 

Memorandum  of  orders, 

Flao-Ship, 
January  10,  1864^-1  p. 

Captain  Wells  was  to  sound,  and  then  let  go  Daylight's  two  bow  a&ehom,  so 
that  with  seventy-live  or  one  hundred  fathoms  of  cable  to  each  he  can  swing 
clear  of  all  shoals,  and  haul  near  enough  to  the  Iron  Age  to  send  the  10>iach 
hawser  to  her  bow  by  messenger ;  then  heave  taut  on  10-inch  hawser,  and  be 
ready  with  deck  tackles,  &c.,  to  heave  her  off  at  high  water,  and  to  keep  her 
from  going  further  on,  as  the  tide  rises. 

Captain  Saltonstall  was  to  sound,  and  then  with  Buckingham,  (outside  of 
Daylight,)  let  go  her  port  bower  with  long  scope  to  it,  so  that  with  Minnesota's 
launch  and  a  messenger  line  she  can  send  Minnesota's  14-inch  manilla  to  Lx>n 
Age's  bow,  or  through  latter's  hawse-hole,  and  heave  taut  on  it. 

Iron  Age  has  kedge  and  hawser  ont  on  her  starboard  bow;  was  ordered  to  get 
an  anchor  out  on  her  starboard  Quarter  to  keep  her  from  working  up  on  the  hur, 
by  setting  it  taut  carefully  as  tiae  rises,  but  not  at  low  water,  for  fear  of  heaving 
her  over. 

The  Iron  Age  will  have  a  9  or  10-inch  hawser  from  her  capstan  or  deck  from 
forward  to  the  Daylight,  on  which  she  will  heave  while  Daylight  btoves  on  tlie 
other  of  the  two  10-inch  hawsers  sent  to  Daylight  from  this  ship,  while  Bofik- 
ingham  pulls  off  under  steam  with  the  11-inch,  taking  care  not  to  snap  it 

S.  P.  TiKE. 
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■Aiditiamdj'^ThB  tide  being  too  low  and  the  surf  rising,  Minnesota's  boats 
etnaol  now  zetum  to  Iron  Age,  bnt  latter  will  make  signal  for  Minnesota's 
boats,  if,  as  tide  rises,  she  can  discharge  into  boats  on  either  side  of  her.  She 
will  also  shift  the  hawser  now  on  the  starboard  bow  to  the  starboard  quarter, 
when  the  Daylight  has  set  taat  on  the  hawser  from  her  to  Iron  Age's  bow. 

The  lujregoing  was  ordered  when  the  vessels  were  riding  to  the  southward ; 
now  that  they  have  swung,  the  plan  may  be  altered  to  suit. 

S.  P.  LE£,  Acting  Rear- Admiral. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Stone. 

Captains  Wells  and  Saltonstall. 


No.  6. 

Flag-Ship, 
January  10,  1864. — 10  p.m. 

Having  failed  to  get  the  Iron  Age  afloat  with  this  high  water,  and  the  weather 
looking  threatening,  you  will,  with  the  aid  of  Captains  Wells  and  Saltonstall 
and  their  boats,  and  Master  Pierson  and  boats  from  this  vessel — all  that  you  can 
work  advantageously — push  on  lo  further  lighten  the  Iron  Age  and  prepare  for 
abandoning  her.  Move  the  paymaster,  his  funds,  accounts,  and  supplies,  and 
the  powder,  shell,  ship's  stores,  &c.,  which  you  were  unable  to  move  to-day,  on 
board  the  Buckingham  and  Daylight.  Try  and  get  your  howitzers  out,  and 
their  ammunition  also.  Move  the  men  and  their  effects  to  the  B.  and  D.  when- 
ever you  Judge  it  expedient,  and  be  sure  to  get  on  board  these  vessels  with  all 
liands  and  eflects,  so  as  to  allow  them  to  get  out,  and  not  be  caught  in  there  in 
a  blow. 

Consult  with  Captains  Wells  and  Saltonstall,  and  carry  out  your  and  their 
best  jadgments.     Show  this  to  them. 

S.  P.  LEE. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Stone, 

P.  8- — The  bottom  is  probably  quicksand,  and  you  must  be  careful  not  to  get 
jonr  veeaels  ashore.  In  the  morning,  if  the  weather  is  favorable,  you,  may  if 
jon  can  do  so  to  advantage  safely,  shift  your  berths. 

Yon  can  move  your  vessels  out  to-night,  whenever  you  think  it  necessary  to 

do  BOw 

The  Daylight  had  better  get  up  one  anclior  now. 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Lieutenant  Commander  Stoxb. 
Captains  Wells  and  Saltonstall. 


No.  7. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Of  Wilmington^  North  Carolina,  January  11,  1864. 

Sir:  Ton  will  please  prepare  and  forward  immediately  an  oiBcial    report 
Off  the  circomstances  attenaing  the  attempt  to  get  off  the  heached  blockade  runner 
U  and  the  subsequent  grounding  and  destruction  of  the  Iron  Age. 

11  N 
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guns  overboard,  keeping  two  on  the  port  side  for  the  protection  of  the  ressel  in 
case  of  an  attack  from  shore  batteries. 

When  finding  the  tide  was  falling,  and  we  had  not  succeeded  in  moving  heiv 
I  returned  to  this  ship  and  iufoimed  the  admiral  the  condition  of  the  Iron  Age. 

He  then  sent  me  back  with  two  boats  from  this  ship  to  assist  in  getting  every- 
thing out  of  her ;.  also  sending  written  orders  to  Captain  Stone. 

On  mv  arrival  there  we  immediately  commenced  getting  out  everything  that 
we  coula  boat  off,  there  being  a  heavy  surf  on  at  the  time.  Captain  Stone  re* 
quested  me  to  attend  to  getting  the  crew  and  their  things  out  first. 

At  2  a.  m.  of  the  1 1th  instant  I  reported  to  Captain  Stone  all  the  men's  things 
out  and  most  of  the  men. 

Captain  Stone  then  sent  for  me  to  come  into  his  cabin.  He  then  told  me 
that  he  was  going  to  give  the  quarter  gunner  the  keys  to  the  magazine  to  get 
ready  for  firing  the  ship.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  do  the  same  if  i  was  in  his 
place,  or  if  there  was  anything  more  I  thought  could  be  done.  I  told  him  there 
was  not ;  and  under  the  circumstances  I  would  leave  the  ship.  He  then  gave  the 
keys  to  the  quarter  gunner,  and  ordered  him  to  open  the  powder  tanks  and  have 
everything  ready  for  firing  the  ship. 

Captain  Stone  told  me  that  he  would  keep  his  gig  there  for  the  last  boat,  and 
he  wanted  me  to  keep  one  of  the  Minnesota's  boats  there  until  he  was  ready  to 
leave. 

At  3  a.  m.,  or  near  that  hour,  he  told  me  he  was  ready  to  leave  the  ship,  and 
asked  me  to  leave  with  what  officers  my  boat  could  carry.  I  then  returned  to 
this  ship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  PIERSON. 
Acting  Master,  U.  S,  Navy, 

P.  S. — I  neglected  to  mention  in  my  report,  regarding  the  loss  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Iron  Age,  the  depth  of  water  alongside  at  high  tide,  which  oc- 
curred about  8.45  p.  m.  The  greatest  depth  being  about  7  feet — the  vessel 
drawing  9  feet.  When  I  left  the  Iron  Age  there  were  two  (2)  feet  of  water 
alongside.  My  report  to  the  admiral  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  ship  was, 
that  she  was  thumping  heavily,  with  a  head  off  shore,  and  that  I  thought  she 
was  bilged.  It  was  reported  to  me  by  one  of  the  engineers  that  there  were  two 
(2)  feet  of  water  in  her  fire- room. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  PIERSON. 
Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W,  G.  SalUmstaU. 

m 

Unitkd  States  Steamer  Governor  Buckingham, 

Off  Western  Bar,  Wilmington,  N.  C\,  February  2.  1864. 

Sir  :  Arriving  from  Beaufort  on  the  10th  of  January  last  with  this  vessel  too 
late  to  take  part  in  the  attempt  to  tow  the  prize  steamer-  Bendigo  off  the  shoal 
at  Lock  wood's  Folly  inlet,  I  know  nothing  of  that  affair. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  the  Iron  Age,  I  would  state  that  I  was  ordered  by 
you,  between  10  and  11  a.  m.  of  that  day,  to  send  my  boats  to  take  soandings^ 
and  proceed  with  this  vessel  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  Iron  Age,  to  aaaisl 
the  United  States  steamer  Daylight  in  attempting  to  tow  her  off  the  shoal 
where  she  had  grounded  shortly  after  my  arrival  in  the  morning.  The  tide  iraa 
high  that  night  about  8.30  p.  m.,  and  the  Daylight  and  this  vessel,  side  by  aide^ 
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Mch  with  •  separate  hawser  from  the  starboard  bow  of  the  Iron  Age,  tngged 
at  her  from  8  till  10  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  then  sent  word  to  us 
to  fltop»  further  towing  being  useless,  as  the  tide  was  receding,  and  the  vessel 
VQinoved. 

I  then  went  on  board  the  Iron  Age,  and  found  that  Lieutenant  Commander 
Stone  had  begun  to  make  his  preparations  to  abandon  the  vessel,  feeling  con- 
fident he  could  not  save  her.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  flag-ship  Minnesota ; 
had  an  interview ;  no  verj  immediate  action  would  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
destruction  of  the  steamer.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells  and  myself 
Rtnmed  to  our  commands  to  get  our  hawsers  in  and  our  vessels  under  way,  to 
move  out  into  deeper  water,  as  the  weather  looked  too  threatening  to  remain  so 
the  shoal.  Anchored  in  five-fathom  water  at  about  2  a.  m.  After  moving 
ship,  boats  continued  to  pass  between  the  Iron  Age  and  here,  with  small- 
baggage,  &c.,  until  4.30  a.  m.,  when,  to  my  surprise,  the  Iron  Age  was 
reported  to  me  as  being  on  fire,  and  at  4.45  a.  m.  the  captain  and  officers  came 
on  board. 

I  was  obliged  to  use  great  haste  to  get  this  vessel  under  way  again  and  out 
of  danger  from  the  burning  ship,  but  succeeded  in  doing  so,  and  anchoring  a 
•hort  distance  to  wind  ward  of  the  Minnesota  at  5.30  a.  m.  of  January  11.  At  5.45 
a.  m.  ^e  Iron  Age  blew  up. 

These  are  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  affair  so  far  as  my  action 
in  this  vessel  was  concerned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  SALTONSTALL, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding. 

Acting  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  N,  A*  B»  Squadron, 


CAPTURE  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  LTH^ER- 

WRITER. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off'  Newport  News^  Virginia^  February  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  reports  (1)  of  G.  Edgar  Allen,  acting  3d  assist- 
ant engineer,  lately  attached  to  the  United  States  steamer  Underwriter,  cap- 
tured and  destroyed  by  the  rebels  during  their  recent  raid  upon  Newbern.  Also 
the  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Graves,  (2,)  commanding  the  United 
Btatee  steamer  Lock  wood,  detailing  the  naval  operations  during  the  time  New- 
bern was  threatened  by  the  enemy. 

From  the  report  of  Mr.  Allen  it  seems  that  the  Underwriter  was  surprised 
by  three  (3)  boats  filled  with  men.  while  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Neuse  river, 
above  the  line  of  our  fortifications.  After  a  short  resistance  the  Underwriter 
was  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  who  proceeded  to  place  the  officers  and  crew  in 
their  boats,  and  after  plundering  the  vessel,  set  her  on  fire,  and  commenced  to 
retreat  with  their  prisoners  under  a  fire  from  the  battery  on  shore. 

Mr.  Allen,  on  discovering  that  the  guard  which  had. been  placed  in  the  boat 
be  was  in  nambered  but  two  men,  easily  took  possession  of  the  boat,  and 
nakiog  prisoners  of  one  of  the  guard,  made  his  way  to  the  shore  within  our 


I  encloee  list  (3)  of  the  ofiicers  and  men  who  thus  made  their  escape  from  the 
ly,  and  who  are  now  on  board  the  Lockwood. 


170      EEPOBT  OF  THE  SECBETART  OP  THE  NAVT. 

I  have  directed  Commander  Davenport  to  diBtribute  them  among  the  vessels 
in  the  sonnds  according  to  their  necessities. 

I  will  cause  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  matter  to  be  institated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  W,  Graves. 

United  States  Steamer  Lockwook, 

Of  Newbem,  N.  C,  February  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

At  3.30  a.  m.  on  the  1st  instant  the  officer  of  the  deck  reported  heavy  firing 
in  the  direction  of  Nense  road. 

At  5  a.  m.  I  communicated  with  Acting  Master  Westervelt,  commanding 
the  Underwriter,  and  Acting  Master  Josselyn,  commanding  the  HulU  ordering 
them  to  be  in  readiness  for  a  move.  At  6.30  a.  m.  I  received  an  official  despatch 
from  General  Palmer,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  force,  and 
requesting  me  to  make  such  disposal  of  the  boats  under  my  command  as  I 
should  deem  proper. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  Underwriter  to  get  under  way  and  take  up  posi- 
tion on  the  Neuse  river  so  as  to  command  the  plain  outside  our  line  of  works* 
and  the  Hull  to  take  a  station  above  her. 

At  9  a.  m.  the  Underwnter  had  reached  the  position  assigned  her,  but  the 
Hull,  soon  after  getting  under  way,  got  aground,  and  could  not  be  got  off  during 
the  day. 

Soon  after  this  (hearing  from  the  commanding  general  that  the  enemy  were 
planting  a  battery  near  Brice's  creek)  I  proceeded  with  the  Lockwood  as  far  up 
the  Trent  river  as  I  could  get,  and  lay  there  at  anchor  for  the  night. 

At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  second  I  received  a  despatch  from 
General  Palmer,  informing  me  that  the  Underwritei  had  been  taken  by  surprise. 
Immediately  after  receiving  this  I  porcoived  her  to  be  on  fire;  but  as  it  was 
very  thick,  and  the  channel  very  intricate,  I  was  obliged  to  wait  until  daylight 
before  I  could  move.  As  soon  as  it  grew  light  I  got  under  way  and  ran  down 
the  river  to  Newbem,  where  I  found  the  Underwriter  burned  to  the  water's 
edge.  From  all  that  I  can  learn,  it  was  a  complete  surprise.  They  had  very 
little  steam  on,  and  no  boarding  netting  up.  The  officers  and  crew  fought 
desperately  until,  overpowered  by  numbers,  they  were  obliged  to  surrender. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Allen,  late  of  the 
Underwriter;  also  a  list  of  the  men  who  have  reported. 

The  attacking  party  was  composed  of  sailors,  armed  with  rifles,  revolvers* 
and  cutlasses,  about  tli/ec  hundred  in  all,  regularly  organized  and  stationed,  en- 
gineers, firemen,  pilot,  and  all  complete. 

Acting  Masters  Lear  and  Newman  being  here,  (not  having  had  time  to  report 
to  their  respective  vessds,)  1,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  commanding  general* 
fitted  up  the  army  steamer  Allison  with  two  field-pieces,  and  placed  tier  nnder 
command  of  Acting  Master  Rogers,  assisted  by  the  above-named  officers.  Later 
in  the  day  the  general  placed  the  steamer  Eagle  at  my  disposal  to  arm  witk 
such  guns  as  could  be  obtained. 
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At  6  p.  m.  the  Hull  was  gotten  afloat,  and  I  immediately  ordered  her  to 
|iroceed  down  the  river  aa  far  as  Johnson's  Point  to  reconnoitre  and  prevent  the 
enemy  from  erecting  batteries  npon  the  banks. 

This  evening,  at  the  request  of  the  commanding  general,  I  supplied  Colonel 
Hixon  with  all  the  available  boats  for  an  expedition  up  the  Neuse  river. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  GRAVES, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
H.  K.  Davenport, 

Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  Com^dg  Sounds  of  N.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  G»  Edgar  Allen. 

United  States  Steamer  Lockwood, 

OffNewbem,  N.  6'.,  February  2,  1864. 

Bit:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  half  past  two  o'clock  tliis  morning, 
while  the  United  States  steamer  Underwriter  was  lying  at  anchor  in  the  Neuse 
rirer,  above  our  line  of  works,  several  boats  filled  with  men  were  seen  coming 
dwm  the  river.  The  night  was  very  dark,  and  they  were  not  seen  until  they 
liid  approached  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  vessel.  They  were  hailed  as 
won  as  seen,  but,  instead  of  answering,  cried  out,  "Give  away;  give  away 
Mrong."     We  then  found  out  that  they  were  filled  with  the  enemy. 

The  rattles  were  immediately  sprung  for  all  hands  to  get  to  quarters ;  but  be- 
fwe  the  guns,  which  were  trained  on  the  port  bow,  so  as  to  command  the  bridge 
croMiDg  the  river,  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  they  had  approached  so 
near  oar  starboard  bow  and  quarter  that  we  attacked  them  with  small-arms. 

They  appeared  to  number  one  hundred  and  fifty,  while  there  were  not  over 
fcrty  men,  all  told,  upon  the  vessel.  We  repelled  them  successfully  for  fifteen 
minutes,  when  they  overpowered  us,  and  captured  all  the  men  and  part  of  the 
officers  on  deck,  driving  the  remainder  down  into  the  wardroom,  where  tlioy  fol- 
lowed, with  cutlasses  and  revolvers,  demanding  us  to  surrender,  which,  as  nothing 
eould  be  gained  by  resistance,  we  did.  ' 

We  were  immediately  ordered  into  the  boats  under  guard,  I,  together  with 
eighteen  or  twenty  of  the  crew,  being  put  into  the  whale-boat  belonging  to  the 
Underwriter.  After  we  were  all  in  the  boats,  they  stripped  the  vessel  of  every- 
diing  they  could  carry  off,  and  then  set  fire  to  her  fore  and  aft.  While  they 
were  doing  this,  Fort  Stevenson  opened  on  the  vessel,  the  first  shell  going 
throngh  the  port  wheel-house  and  signal-box,  and,  bursting,  wounded  several 
of  the  enemy. 

We  thfn  shoved  off  and  were  proceeding  up  the  stream,  the  boat  I  was  in 
being  astern  the  rest,  when  I  discovered  that,  in  their  hurry  to  get  off,  they  had 
pnt  only  two  men  as  guard  in  the  boat.  Thii*  fact  I  discovered  by  the  one  in 
the  stem  steering  (by  whom  I  was  sitting)  hailing  the  other  boat?,  which  were 
snine  fifty  yards  ahead  of  us,  and  at<ked  them  to  take  off  some  of  us,  as  the 
boat  was  so  overloaded  it  could  make  no  headway,  and  also  saying  they  wanted 
a  stronger  guard,  as  all  but  two  wr  re  prisoners.  One  of  the  other  boats  was 
taming  to  come  back,  when  I  snatched  the  cutlass  from  the  belt  of  the  guard 
and  told  the  men  to  pull  for  their  lives.  Some  of  the  men,  the  other  guard 
anong  them,  jumped  overboard,  and  swam  for  the  land.  I  headed  the  boat 
Ifar  the  shore,  and  landed  at  the  foot  of  the  line  of  breastworks,  delivered  my 
prisoner  to  the  commanding  officer,  and,  procuring  an  ambulance,  took  one  of 
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our  disabled  men  to  the  hospital.    At  daylight  I  reported  on  board  th 
wood. 

At  5  a.  m.  the  magazine  of  the  Underwriter  blew  up,  and  at  this  ti 
lies  burned  to  the  water's  edge. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  EDGAR  ALLEN 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer^  U. 
G.  W.  Graves, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenantt  and  Senior  Officer  present. 


List  of  officers  and  men  that  escaped  from  the  Underwriter, 

List  of  officers  and  men  lately  belonging  to  the  United  States  stean 
derwriter,  who  have  reported  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Lockv 
George  E.  Allen,  acting  third  assistant  engineer ;  Stephen  Canu:?,  boa 
mate  ;  Hugh  McDougal,  carpenter's  mate ;  Robert  Davis,  cockswain ; 
H.  Williamson,  captain  after  guards ;  Terrence  Riley,  ship's  cook ;  A 
Allard,  first-class  fireman  ;  John  Griffin,  second-class  fireman ;  Robe 
bard,  seaman  ;  Thomas  R.  Hopkins,  quartermaster ;  Charles  McDonald, 
E.  Gillmore,  Daniel  Borden,  William  E.  Wenn,  and  James  Crosby,  < 
seamen ;  Thomas  Livermore,  James  Smith,  John  Roney,  Michael  Hi 
Simons,  William  Ransom,  and  Henry  Edwards,  landsmen ;  Andrew 
first-class  boy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  GRAVES 
Acting  Volunteer  LietUenant,  Cufi 


List  of  casualties  on  the  Underwriter* 

Unitbd  States  Steamer  Hetzbi 
Off  Newdem,  North  Carolina,  March  1, 

List  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Underwriter  known  to  have  been  kille 
attack  of  tbat  vessel : 

Jacob  Westervelt,  acting  master,  commanding,  body  recovered  Febn 
1864;  John  Fealy,  first-class  fireman,  body  recovered  February  16 
Alfred  Banks,  (colored,)  captain's  boy,  body  recovered  March  1,  1864. 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT 
Com'der  U.  S.  N,,  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  in  Sounds  of  N  Car 


United  States  Naval  Hospitai 

Newbem,  N  C,  March  9, 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  finding  and  burial  of  another  body,  late 
Underwriter.     It  has  been  recognized  as  that  of  Lewis  Liverman,  ( 
It  was  in  a  very  advanced  stage  of  decomposition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  KENDALI 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  in  a 
H.  K.  Davenport,  U.  8.  N., 

Comdr  and  Senior  Officer  Com^dg  in  Sounds  of  N  Carolina, 
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United  States  Naval  Hospital,    • 

Newbernt  N.  C,  March  8,  18G4. 

6li :  I  hnre  to  report  tbc  death  of  James  Ryan,  landsman,  aged  2G  years, 
born  in  Ireland,  and  late  of  the  United  States  steamer  Underwriter.  lie  was 
wounded  in  the  attack  on  that  vessel  in  the  right  knee  joint,  and  died  from  ex- 
haofltion  and  gangrene. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  KENDALL, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon^  in  charge. 
H.  K.  Davexport,  U.  S.  N., 

Cam^dr  and  Senior  Officer  CorrCdg  in  Sounds  of  N*  Carolina, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee. 

Umted  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  February  25,  1864. 

Srs  :  1  transmit  enclosed,  in  connection  with  reports  forwarded  on  the  9th 
hBtmt,  from  Acting  Yolnnteer  Lieutenant  Graves  and  Acting  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  Allen,  a  report  from  Commander  H.  K.  Davenport,  dated  17th  in- 
ttnt,  m  relation  to  the  capture  and  destruction  by  the  enemy  of  the  United 
BCatcfl  Bteamer  Underwriter  on  the  2d  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

h^cretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  D.  C, 


Communication  from  Cominander  H.  K.Davenport  to  Acting  Rear- Admiral 

S.  P.  Lee. 

United  States  Steamer  Hetzel, 

OJ  Ntwbern,  N.  C,  February  17,  18G4. 

Admiral  :  The  reports  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Graves  and  Third 
:VMiiitant  Engineer  Allen  will  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the 
I'Dderwriter.  General  Palmer  informs  me  tliat  the  enemy  evidtMitly  intended 
nukiug  a  »imultaneou8,  combined  attack ;  but  the  weather  prevented  the  naval 
f»rc('S  arriving  at  the  proper  time. 

When  the  first  attack  (on  shore)  was  made    the  Underwriter  was  at  anchor 

below  the  town,  on  the  eve  of  starting  for  Hatteras,  to  assume  her  duties  there. 

Shi-  was  onlered  up  the  Neuse,  the  Lockwood  up  the  Trent,  while  the  Com- 

iDodorc  IluU  was  aground  and  could  not  be  gotten  off,  even  with  the  assistance 

©f  togs,  &c.,  the  water  being  very  low.     The  enemy  came  down  with  fifteen 

inned  bo.it:«,  three  of  them  barges  which  had  been  transported  from  Richmond, 

eun'ing  in  ail  about  three  hundred  men,  and  boarded  the  Underwriter  on  all 

aoarten*.     At  this  time  the  gig  of  the  Underwriter  was    absent  with  one  of 

General  Palmer's  staff,  up  Bachelor's  creek,  in  an  attempt  to  communicate  with 

one  of  the  outposts.     The  Underwriter,  as  you  are  aware,  is  very  low  in  the 

wtter,  her  guards  scarcely  clearing  it.     From  the  oflicial  report  of  th«*  enemy 

tlwir  loM  pnives  that  the  officers  and  cfcw  of  the  Underwriter  fou<^lit  well  uutil 

overpowered. 
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The  enemy  were  commanded  by  Oonmiander  John  Taylor  Wood  and  the 
following  named  officers :  Lieutenant  Gardner,  Lientenant  Hogue,  Lieutenant 
Garr,  and  Lieutenant  Wilkinson.  The  only  one  of  the  crew  known  to  be  killed 
is  John  Fealy,  first-class  fireman.  His  body  floated  ashore  last  night,  and  I 
had  it  interred  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  DAVENPORT, 
Commander  and  Senior  Naval  Officer  in  Sounds  of  N.  C, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron, 


Additional  despatch  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  News.  Fa.,  February  29,  1864. 

Sib:  Commander  Davenport,  senior  officer  in  sounds  of  North  Garolinay 
under  date  of  the  25th  instant,  mforms  me  that  he  had  learned  on  that  day  that 
Acting  Master  Jacob  Westervelt,  late  commanding  United  States  steamer  Under- 
writer,  was  killed  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  that  vessel.  It  was  previoosly 
supposed  that  he  had  been  taken  prisoner.  I  have  directed  Oommander  Daven- 
port to  prepare  a  complete  list  of  the  missine  officers  and  men,  late  attached  to 
the  Unaerwriter,  distinguishing  between  killed  and  captured,  as  far  as  known. 
This  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  department  when  received. 
I  have  the  honor  to  Be,  air,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admirah  Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron* 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Additional  despatch  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flao-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  News,  Fa.,  March  2,  1864. 

Sib  :  Commander  Davenport,  United  States  steamer  Hetsel,  infonmi  me, 
under  date  of  February  28,  that  he  had  that  day  recovered  the  body  of 
Acting  Master  J.  Westervelt,  late  commanding  the  United  States  steamer 
Underwritef,  and  would  have  it  interred  on  the  following  day  with  all  the  hon- 
ors of  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  CommanMng  N.  A.  B.  Squadt 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,   Washington,  D,  C 
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DBSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLOCKADE  RUNNERS  Wn.D  DAYRELL,  NUTFIELD, 

DEE,  EMILY,  FANNIE  AND  JENNIE. 

Report  qf  Acting  Rear^Admiral  S»  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Of  Newport  News,  Va.,  February  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  capture  and  destruction  by  the  blockading  forces  off  Wilmington  of  the 
foUowing  blockade  runners,  of  which  I  have   previouslj  informed  you  by 
telegraph,  the  Wild  Dayrell,  Nutfield,  Die,  Emily,  and  the  Fannie  and  Jennie. 
Upon  the  reporting  of  the  Sassacus,  Lieutenant  Commander  Roe,  she  was 
auigned  by  me  to  duty  as  an  outside  cruiser — to  cruise  upon  the  line  of  bearing 
between  New  inlet  and  Bermuda — ^not  further  to  the  eastward  than  the  meridian 
of  75^  west  longitude,  a  station  where  her  reputation  for  speed  would  be  severely 
tested,  and  one  in  which  a  very  fast  cruiser  would  prove  a  gpreat  stumbling-block 
to  the  blockade  runners.     The  result  has  equalled  my  expectations,  and  the 
destmction  gf  the  steamers  Wild  Dayrell  ana  Nutfield  by  the  Sassacus,  both 
new  and  fiist  steamers,  the  latter  on  her  first  voyage,  are  added  to  the  long  list 
of  disa^ten  to  the  blockade  runners. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant  Lieutenant  Commander  Roe  discovered 

klack  emoke  in  shore  of  him,  and  pursuing  it,  discovered  the  Wild  Dayrell  on 

•hore  near  Stamp  inlet.     He  boarded  and  found  her  to  be  partially  filled  with 

•a  aMorted  cargo.     Her  crew  had  abandoned  her  and  fied  to  the  shore.     After 

neat  exertions  to  get  her  afloat,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  the  Florida,  it  was 

loand  impracticable,  and  she  was  completely  destroyed.     Lieutenant  Commander 

Roe  estimates  her  value,  with  her  cargo,  at  about  $200,000.    After  completing 

the  destruction  of  the  Wild  Dayrell,  the  Sassacus  proceeded  to  t^iko  up  her 

assigned  station,  and  at  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  a 

blockade  runner  was  discovered  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  him,  distant 

twelve  miles.     Chase  was  immediately  given,  and  after  a  ^\^  hours'  chase  the 

steamer  was  brought  under  fire,  and  finding  escape  impossible,  she  ran  on  shore, 

at  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  near  New  River  inlet     Her  officers  and  crew  escaped  to 

the  land  in  their  boats;  one  boat  load,  however,  was  capsized  and  the  crew 

drowned,  with  the  exception  of  a  Mr.  Mell,  the  purser  of  the  steamer,  who  was 

rescued  ^m  drowning  by  the  boats  of  the  Sassacus,  which  were  immediately 

Bent  in  to  take  possession  of  the  prize.     She  proved  to  be  the  English  steamer 

Natfield,  from  Bermuda,  bound  to  Wilmington,  previously  mentioned  in  consular 

despatches.     From  Mr.  Mell,  who  was  rescued,  I  learn  that  her  cargo  was 

monitions  of  war,  arms,  a  battery  of  eight  Wliitworth  guns,  and  pig  lead ;  the 

pms  and  lead  were  thrown  overboard  during  the  chase.     Finding  it  impossible 

to  get  the  Nutfield  afloat,  af^er  great  exertions  to  that  end,  she  was  fired  and 

destroyed.     Some  700  rifles  and  a  quantity  of  cavalry  sabres,  together  with 

other  articles,  were  rescued  from  her,  and  will  be  sent  in  for  adjudication  at  an 

Mriy  date. 

lieutenant  Commander  Roe  reports  that  the  Sassacus  attained  a  speed  of 
thirteen  and  a  half  knots,  and  gained  rapidly  upon  his  chase — reported  one  of 
the  fastest  steamers  yet  sent  to  run  the  blockade. 

Upon  the  6th  instant  the  Cambridge  discovered  a  steamer  ashore  and  on  fire 
aboat  one  mile  south  of  Masonboro'  inlet,  which  proved  to  be  the  blockade 
ranniug  steamer  Dee,  from  Bermuda  to  Wilmington.  Finding  it  impossible  to 
extinguii^h  the  flames  or  to  get  her  off.  Commander  Spicer,  of  the  Cambridge, 
abandoned  the  attempt,  and  still  further  destroyed  her  by  firing  into  her.  Seven 
of  her  crew  were  captured,  and  are  now  held  as  prisoners  on  the  Cambridge. 
From  these  prisoners  I  learn  that  the  Dee  was  commanded  by  6.  H.  Bier, 
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formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  United  States  naval  service.     She  was  loaded  with 
lead,  coffee,  and  bacon,  all  of  which,  with  the  vessel,  was  completely  destroyed. 

At  /t.^O  a  m.,  on  the  lOth  instant,  a  steamer  wsuf  discovered  from  the  Florida 
standing  along  the  shore  towards  New  inlet.  After  pursuing  and  firing  at  her, 
she  ran  on  shore  near  Masonboro*  inlet.  Commander  Crosby  sent  his  boats 
and  took  possession  of  her;  she  proved  to  be  the  side-wheel  steamer  Fannie 
and  Jennie,  commanded  by  the  notorious  Captain  Coxetter,  who,  with  the 
purser,  was  drowned  in  endeavoring  to  reach  the  shore.  The  remainder  of  her 
crew,  twenty-five  in  number,  were  captured,  and  are  now  prisoners  on  board  the 
Florida.  The  steamer  was  loaded  with  merchandise  and  coal.  The  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  the  wreck  and  upon  the  Florida  with  musketry  and  Whitwortk 
guns,  by  which  fire  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  J.  F.  Keeler  received  a  severe 
but  not  dangerous  wound.  Finding  it  impossible  to  get  the  steamer  afloat,  after 
great  exertions,  Commander  Crosby  ordered  the  steamer  to  be  fired,  which  was 
done  under  a  severe  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  Florida  received  some  damage 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  can  readily  be  repaired.  At  the  same  time 
that  the  Fannie  and  Jennie  ran  on  shore  another  steamer  was  seen  from  the 
Florida  ashore,  about  one-half  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  Fannie  and  Jennie, 
which  was  also  boai'ded  by  the  Florida's  boats.  This  proved  to  be  the  £mily, 
from  Nassau,  with  a  cargo  of  merchandise  and  salt.  She  was  also  fired  and 
destroyed,  as  it  was  impossible  to  get  her  afloat. 

The  Fannie  and  Jennie,  Emily,  and  Nutfield  are  new  vessels,  and  this  is 
supposed  to  be  the  first  attempt  to  run  the  blockade. 

The  Wild  Dayrell  has  made  one  successful  voyage,  and  the  Dee  is  an  old 
ofiender. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.P.LEE. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N»  A.  B»  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Pierce  Crosby. 

United  States  Steamer  Florida, 

Of  New  Inlet,  February  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  At  5.50  a.  m.  discovered  a  steamer  in  shore  and  to  the  northward  of  as; 
fired  the  twelve-pounder  howitzer  at  her,  and  stood  in  shore  to  head  her  off; 
drove  her  ashore  above  Masonboro'  inlet.  Discovered  abont  the  same  time 
another  ashore,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  him.  Sent  boats  and 
took  possession  of  them ;  they  proved  to  be  the  side-wheel  steamers  Fanxde 
and  Jennie  (from  Nassau,  five  days  out.  Captain  Coxetter  commanded  her;)  he 
and  the  paymaster  were  drowned  while  trying  to  land  on  the  beach.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  crew,  twenty-five  in  number,  were  captured,  and  are  now  on 
board  this  vessel.  She  was  loaded  with  a  few  small  articles  of  merchandise; 
had  a  good  deal  of  coal.  The  other  was  the  screw  steamer  Emily ;  left  Bermndft 
February  4 ;  cargo  of  salt  and  a  few  barrels.  Her  crew  and  captain  escaped* 
Anchored  and  sent  a  hawser  to  the  Fannie  and  Jennie,  but  before  we  got  our 
heavy  hawser  to  her  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  a  Wbitworth  battenr  at  long 
range,  the  first  four  shots  striking  the  hull,  doing  some  damage  to  the  wheel, 
which  can  be  easily  repaired.  As  the  enemy  had  our  exact  range,  and  hitthig 
ns  each  time,  I  slipped  the  cable  and  pulled  on  the  hawser  and  parted  it.  The 
enemy  continued  firing  at  us,  but  shot  fell  short  about  from  two  to  four  handled 
yards;  fired  our  Dahlgren  fifty-pounder  at  them,  but  could  not  reach  them.     As 
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ihiar  fire  from  the  guns  and  mueketrj  increased,  I  ordered  the  steamers  to  be 
set  on  fire  and  destroyed,  which  was  done.  My  men  being  on  the  wrecks 
prevented  me  firing  nearer  them.  Our  paymaster  received  a  severe  flesh  wound, 
Dot  not  dangerous. 

We  were  in  four  and  a  half  fathoms  when  these  vessels  were  discovered,  and 
anehored  in  three  fathoms  water  to  send  our  hawsers.  We  left  them  both  in 
flnmes,  aground.  I  send  the  log-books  taken  from  the  Emily,  which  give  all 
the  information  we  have  of  them.  I  have  a  confederate  flag  taken  from  the 
Fumie  and  Jennie^  a  spy-glass,  the  chronometer,  one  sextant,  and  her  charts. 
Am  the  opportunity  offers,  I  send  the  flags  taken  from  the  Emily,  Wild  Dayrell, 
^ul  Fannie  and  Jennie. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PIERCE  CROSBY, 

Commander. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron. 

The  boats  destroyed  the  steamers  while  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The 
oflicera  and  men  in  them  performed  their  duty  well. 

PIERCE  CROSBY, 

Commander. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Pierce  Crosby. 

United  States  Steamer  Florida, 

OJ'  Masonboro'  Inlet,  February  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  a  list  of  prisoner:^  taken  from  the  steamer  Fannie  and 
Jennie.  The  engineers  of  that  ves«t»el,  when  she  was  boarded  by  our  boats, 
offered  every  assistance  in  their  pow(T  in  their  department. 

The  steamers  which  we  set  on  fire  yesterday  burned  all  last  night  and  this 
morning.     1  found  thom  completely  dt^stroyed  by  fire,  and  the  sea  wasliin«j 
over  them.     The  Emily  had  two  lower  masts,  and  had  apparently  been  dismantled 
to  mn  the  blockade.     I  saw  by  the  papers  taken  from  her  that  she  had  been 
brig-rigged;  she  was  jierfectly  new,  and  a  very  handsome  steamer,  expensively 
fitted  out.     Atlter  she  had  burned  some  time  an  explosion  took  place  on  board 
of  her,  and  licr  stem  h^is  settled,  apparently  blown  open.     I  am  informed  by 
the  second  engineer  of  the  Fannie  and  Jennie  that  ten  vessels  sail(;d  for  Wil- 
Bungton  during  the  dark  of  tlie  moon.     Three  have  been  destroyed,  and  one 
pot  back  brf>ken  down,  leaving  six  others  to  be  heard  from.     The  City  of  Pe- 
lUBbarg  was  one  of  the  six,  and  she  1  thiuk  ran  in  safe.     She  started  in  com- 
pany with  the  Fanny  and  Jennie  from  Nassau,  but  soon  left  her,  being  a  faster 
vesseL     I   send  a  list   and  description  of  some  of  the  vessels  running  from 
Nassau  to  Wilmington,  given  me  by  the  second  engineer  of  the  Fanny  and 
Jennie.     The  pilot  of  the  Fanny  and  Jennie  was  named   Burrows,  and  from 
the  description   I  imagined  him  the  same  man  we  took  on  a  previous  occasion, 
was  appointed  a  pilot  and  deserted  from  the  Shokokon    He  er^caped  and  got  on 
shore  safe.     Captain  Coxetter  was  drowned,  with  a  number  of  otliers.   Uc  is  said 
to  be  a  nephew  of  the  Coxetter  who  has  been  so  successful  in  running  the 
Uockadc. 

The  Emily  had  a  cargo  of  salt,  possibly  something  under  it.  All,  however,  was 
destroyed.  The  shot  which  struck  this  vessel  yesterday  cut  off  one  paddle- 
wheel  arm,  and  broke  a  second,  and  cut  one  rim  of  the  wheel  in  two.  A  shell 
exploded  under  the  guard,  but  did  little  damage.  Fortunately,  our  boilers  and 
steam  drum  were  not  touched ;  they  arc  much  exposed,  and  were  evidently  the 
12  N 
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point  aimed  at.    The  precision  of  the  enemy's  fire  with  those  guns  is  very  re- 
markable. 

At  the  time  we  discovered  the  Fanny  and  Jennie,  the  Florida  was  lying  in 
a  quarter  less  four  fathoms ;  and  in  endeavoring  to  keep  close  in  shore,  the  Fanny 
and  Jennie  accidentally  ran  aground,  when  a  shot  nrom  our  howitzer  passed 
over  them,  causing  the  captain  to  leave  precipitately,  followed  by  a  portion  of 
his  crew.  The  second  engineer  tells  me  there  was  a  handsome  sword,  gold- 
mounted,  for  General  R.  £.  Lee,  on  board ;  it  was  destroyed  with  the  vessel. 
It  was  a  presentation  sword.  The  engineers  and  crew  tell  me  that  the  steamer 
stopped  two  or  three  times  during  the  night  of  the  capture,  when  running  down 
the  coast,  and  sent  a  boat  ashore  to  ascertain  their  position,  and  during  the 
time  anchored ;  and  that  they  were  not  aware  of  their  position  when  they  ran 
aground.  It  was  the  captain's  intention  to  make  the  land  about  two  miles 
north  of  Fort  Fisher.  They  were  running  thirteen  knots  at  the  time,  and 
passed  over  one  shoal  to  another.  Had  we  been  unmolested  two  hours  longer, 
I  think  both  vessels  might  have  been  gotten  off,  but  under  the  circumstances 
I  considered  it  the  safest  plan  to  destroy  them  effectually,  which  was  done  in 
one  hour  and  a  half  after  they  were  discovered.  Sharpshooters  were  collect- 
ing rapidly  behind  the  sand-hills,  and  in  positions  not  easily  to  be  dislodged  by 
our  fire,  except  by  endangering  our  own  men. 

After  the  vessels  were  on  fire,  the  Cambridge  came  in  sight  and  sent  her 
boats  in  to  look  at  the  vessels ;  some  of  her  men  were  severely  wounded  by  the 
rebel  sharpshooters. 

The  City  of  Petersburg  has  two  masts  and  telescopic  funnels. 

From  all  I  can  learn  from  the  engineers  of  the  Fanny  and  Jennie,  a  thirteen- 
knot  vessel  would  outrun  the  greater  part  of  the  blockade  runners.' 

In  my  hasty  letter  of  yesterday,  reporting  the  destruction  of  these  steamers, 
I  mentioned  the  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  on  the  occasion.  I  would 
now  particularly  mention  the  zealous  and  efficient  conduct  of  Acting  Master 
John  McGowan,  jr.;  also  of  our  pilot,  J.  A.  Taylor,  whose  services  were  on  tluB 
occasion,  as  well  as  heretofore,  invaluable  to  me  on  the  blockade.  I  woold  ro- 
spectfully  recommend  him  for  promotion  to  he  master  pilot. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PIERCE  CROSBY, 

Cammandtr* 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  Blockade  Squadron. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Pierce  Crosby, 

United  States  Steamer  Florida, 
Of  New  Topsail  Met,  February  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  came  to  this  place,  as  we  saw  a  steamer  here  and  apparentlj 
on  shore.  On  arriving  I  found  that  the  Sassacus  had  discovered  the  steamer 
Wild  Dayrell,  of  Liverpool,  on  shore,  and  had  been  trying  since  Sunday  to  get 
her  off.  I  immediately  offered  every  assistance,,  and  to-day  I  had  all  hande  at 
work  discharging  coal,  running  hawsers,  and  pulling  on  her,  but  could  not  flue* 
ceed  in  getting  her  off;  and  to-day  we  set  her  on  fire,  and  she  is  now  burning  welU 
and  both  vessels  are  firing  at  her  to  destroy  her  hull  as  much  as  possible.  We 
have  not  been  troubled  by  the  enemy  except  for  a  short  time  with  musketij» 
when  they  were  soon  silenced  after  a  few  shells  were  fired  at  them. 

I  have  been  so  occupied  that  I  have  not  had  time  to  make  more  than  a  haatr 
report  of  the  matter.  The  Newbcm  is  in  sight,  (I  think  it  is  her,)  and  I  wisL 
to  have  this  ready  for  hef. 
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The  eight  (last)  refagees  I  send  by  the  Newbern,  as  Captain  Sands  gave  me 
directionB  to  send  the  first  two  by  her  to  Hampton  Roads. 

The  cargo  of  the  Wild  Dayrell  had  been  nearly  discharged ;  the  rest  was 
destroyed  by  us,  and  it  was  not  practicable,  or  rather  worth  the  trouble  and  time, 
to  BAve  it.  I  allowed  the  crews  to  take  such  things  as  would  have  been  burned 
«q^.     Shoes,  blankets,  and  provisions  appear  to  have  been  her  general  cargo. 

Captain  Roe,  of  the  Sassacus,  has  a  portion  of  her  papers,  and  will  make  out 
liil  report  of  the  matter  to  you.     I  think  the  Dayrell  got  ashore  by  accident. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PIERCE  CROSBY. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Sguadran,  Hampton  Roadsy  Va. 

P.  8. — Owing  to  shallowness  of  the  water  near  the  wreck  when  the  Florida 
anehorad,  she  struck  the  bottom  twice,  but  without  any  injury.    The  thumps 
moderate. 

Bespectfully,  PIERCE  CROSBY, 

'         ^         ^  Commander. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commxmder  F.  A,  Roe, 

United  Statrs  Steamer  Sassacus, 

Off  Stump  Inlet,  N.  6'.,  February  3,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist 
iastant,  in  about  the  parallel  of  Topsail  inlet,  N.  C,  I  discovered  a  steamer  close 
ia  shore,  showing  heavy  columns  of  smoke.  I  headed  for  her  at  once,  and  upon 
approaching  found  her  ashore  at  the  mouth  of  Stump  inlet.  Her  crew  were 
Dttsy  throwing  overboard  her  cargo,  a  portion  of  which  was  scattered  along  the 
beach.  When  witbin  reach  of  my  guns  her  crew  and  people  fled  in  their  boats, 
when  I  fired  a  few  guns  to  disperse  any  enemies  that  might  be  hovering  near. 
I  boarded  and  took  possession  of  the  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  blockade 
nmner  Wild  Dayrell.  All  the  papers  which  I  could  find  I  herewith  transmit 
She  was  inward  bound,  two  days  from  Nassau.  I  found  her  furnaces  filled  with 
Ibel  and  burning,  with  the  intention  of  destroying  her  boilers.  I  hauled  her 
fires*  and  found  her  machinery  and  the  vessel  in  perfect  order,  with  a  portion  of 
her  cargo,  consisting  of  assorted  merchandise,  still  on  board.  I  immediately  got 
oat  hawsers  and  attempted  to  pull  her  off,  but  failed,  owing  to  the  falling  of  the 
tide.  I  again  made  another  attempt  at  1  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d,  but  parted  the  hawser.  The  weather  looking  bad,  I  put  to  sea  until  day- 
li^t»  when  I  returned  and  assumed  a  new  position  to  endeavor  to  get  her  off. 

In  the  mean  time  I  commenced  to  lighten  the  vessel  by  throwing  overboard 
about  twenty  tons  of  coal.  At  high  water,  about  2  p.  m.  of  the  2d,  I  commenced 
tagging  at  her  again,  when  after  some  time,  the  current  sweeping  me  close  to  the 
ahoal  to  leeward,  the  Sassacus  struck  twice  lightly.  I  cut  the  hawser  and 
ateamed  up  to  a  new  position  and  ancliored.  During  this  trial  the  United  States 
ateamer  Florida,  Commander  Crosby,  came  in  and  anchored,  with  offers  of  ai^sist- 
ance  to  us.  During  this  trial  the  wind  blew  fresh  from  the  southward  and  west- 
ward in  heavy  fiaws,  which  was  the  principal  cause  of  my  failure  to  get  her  off. 
I  then  steamed  up  to  a  new  position  to  try  her  again.  On  the  3d,  while  getting 
on  board  our  hawsers  to  the  prize,  with  the  assistance  of  the  boats  of  tlie  Florida, 
my  cable  suddenly  parted,  and  I  was  forced  to  steam  out  to  keep  from  fouling 
the  Florida,  which  was  anchored  near,  and  in  so  doing  parted  the  hauling  lines  of 
the  hawsers,  which  were  being  hauled  in  by  the  Florida's  men  on  board  the 
prize. 
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During  this  last  operation  the  enemy  appeared  and  opened  fire  witli  inu8ketr]r 
upon  the  Sassacus  and  the  boat  coming  from  the  prize.  Both  vessels  promptlj 
opened  fire,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  off.  *  *  *  * 

Upon  consultation  with  Commander  Crosby,  we  decided  that  it  was  impossible 
to  get  the  steamer  off,  and  that  we  must  destroy  her.  Ac<;ordingly  I  gave  the 
signal  to  the  men  on  board  of  her  to  set  fire  to  her  thoroughly  and  return  aboard* 
which  was  done.  Both  vessels  then  opened  fire  upon  the  steamer,  and  she  was 
riddled  at  about  the  water-line  with  raking  shots  from  the  Sassacus.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  save  her  cargo,  as  I  deemed  it  impracticable  to  do  so.  Not  one 
half  of  her  cargo  had  been  thrown  overboard,  and  the  rest,  which  I  deemed  very 
valuable  merchandise,  was  consumed  with  the  vessel.  Valuable  time  would 
have  been  lost  in  the  effort,  and  to  have  pillaged  her  would  have  demoralized  my 
men  for  healthy  action  in  some  future  similai*  service.  Having  effected  this  duty, 
I  put  to  sea  about  8  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  the  3d. 

I  transmit  herewith  an  appraisement  of  value  of  the  steamer  and  cargo*  made 
by  a  board  ordered  upon  that  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
Lieutenant  Commander. 

Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron^  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  A.  Roe, 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus, 
Of  New  River  Inlet,  N.  C,  February  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  Having  destroyed  the  steam  paddle-wheel  blockade  runner  Wild  Dayrdl, 
of  about  440  tons,  I  stood  out  to  sea  last  night  and  regained  my  position  on  tbe 
Bermuda  line  at  daylight  this  morning.  About  7  o'clock  a.  m.  I  discovered  a 
blockade  runner  to  the  northward  and  westward,  when  I  fired  up,  and  at  aboat 
8  o'clock  was  in  full  pursuit.  The  chase  was  about  12  miles  distant.  She 
changed  course  and  headed  in  for  the  land.  1  steadily  gained  upon  her,  kmbg 
about  12^  to  13  knots  per  hour,  when  I  perceived  she  was  throwing  overDOird 
her  cargo. 

A  little  after  12  o'clock  I  got  her  within  long  range  of  my  100-ponnder  itfe, 
and  opened  fire,  planting  my  shell  all  around  her. 

Being  to  the  southward  of  her,  I  cut  her  off,  when  about  \  before  1  o'cloekshe 
headed  in  for  this  inlet  and  ran  ashore.  Ucr  crew  fired  her,  left  her  encfaie 
running,  and  flod  precipitately  in  their  boats.  I  boarded  her  about  1  o'eloek  p. 
m.,  and  found  her  to  be  the  paddle-wlrcel  steamer  Nutfield,  of  750  tons,  from 
Bermuda,  inward  bound.  One  of  her  boats  had  capsized,  and  I  reseued  ftom 
drowning  her  purser.  The  rest  of  her  boat's  crew  were  supposed  to  bedrowmd. 
W^e  commenced  putting  out  the  fire  in  her  holds,  and  made  arrangements  tot 
hauling  her  off  if  possible. 

From  the  purser,  whom  we  rescued  from  drowning,  I  learn  that  she  is  a  per- 
fectly new  iron  steamer,  having  an  assorted  cargo  of  merchandise,  munitions  of 
war,  Enfield  rifles,  and  a  battery  of  eight  Whitfield  rifled  guns  and  a  qoantiiy 
of  pig-lead^     This  battery  and  lead  she  threw  overboard  during  the  chase. 

She  had  been  among  the  blockading  fleet  below  last  night,  but  made  her  esespe 
and  fell  into  our  hands  to-day.  The  chase  of  the  Sassacus  was  very  beantiinl, 
for  the  Nutfield  is  one  of  the  last  and  best  steamers  out  of  the  Thames,  and  we 
overhauled  her  handsomely. 


*  Appraisement  omitted. 
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Febraaiy  5, 1864. — I  continue  the  above  report.  During  the  preceding  night 
I  found  the  Nutfield  bo  far  thrown  up  by  the  action  of  the  sea,  that  it  was 
vtterly  impossible  to  get  her  off.  I  therefore  removed  from  her  the  Enfield  rifles, 
A  qiUDtity  of  quinine,  and  several  compasses,  and  set  her  on  fire.  About  this 
time  the  United  States  steamer  Florida  came  up,  and  both  vessels  riddled  her 
with  shot.  I  8a\^  the  vessel  thoroughly  destroyed,  and  put  to  sea  about  7 
tluB  p.  m. 

I  transmit  herewith  the  appraisement  of  the  value  of  the  Nutfield,  and  also 
a  Est  of  arms,  &c.,  (omitted,)  taken  from  her,  and  await  your  orders  as  to  the 
fisposition  to  be  made  of  them.  I  allowed  the  officers  and  crew  to  take  some 
provisions,  blankets,  and  some  small  articles  for  their  own  use.  While  I  pro- 
ftmndly  regret  my  inability  to  preserve  these  valuable  prizes,  I  am  consoled 
hj  the  thought  that  the  enemy  is  deprived  of  resources  of  immense  value. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
Lieutenant  Commander. 
Admiral  8.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Wm,  F,  Spicer, 

United  States  Steamer  Cambridge, 
Off   Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  February  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  inform  you  that  at  8  a.  m.  this  day  I  discovered  a 
steamer  ashore  and  on  fire  about  one  mile  to  the  southward  of  Masonboro',  which 
Moved  to  be  the  blockade  runner  steamer  Dee,  from  Uamilton,  Bermuda,  for 
Wflmington,  North  Carolina.  Having  boarded  and  found  it  impossible  either 
to  extinguish  the  flames  or  to  get  her  off,  I  opened  fire  upon  and  completely 
deatroyra  her.  We  succeeded  in  capturing  seven  of  her  crew,  a  list  of  whope 
names  I  herewith  enclose,  and  await  further  orders  with  regard  to  the  disposition 
of  the  prisoners.  We  also  secured  a  life-boat  which  was  found  beached  near 
the  steamer,  and  have  it  with  us,  also  three  log-books  of  a  previous  trip  belong- 
ing to  the  engineer's  department  of  the  vessel,  a  small  telegraph  flag  of  Mar- 
lyatt's  code,  and  a  package  containing  a  number  of  copies  of  a  work  entitled 
•*The  Cotton  Trade,"  by  McHenry.  Several  of  these  books  are  addressed  to 
the  leading  members  of  the  so-called  southern  confederacy,  Jefferson  Davis 
and  others.  In  this  package,  which  is  directed  to  R.  M.  Maury,  Richmond,  are 
also  files  of  English  newspapers,  and  other  reading  matter. 

Soon  after  the  boats  landed,  several  shots  were  fired  at  the  men  from  the 
woods,  but  without  effect  By  information  received  from  the  prison^  rs,  it  seems 
that  the  Dee  was  commanded  by  Captain  George  II.  Bier,  formerly  a  lieutenant 
in  the  Unite<l  States  navy,  and  that  she  had  already  made  three  successful 
trips.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  bacon,  a  proportion  of  lead,  and  a  small  quantity 
of  coffee.  She  ran  ashore  at  3.30  a.  m.,  either  by  design  or  through  the  igno- 
lance  of  the  pilot,  was  then  fired,  her  captain  and  others  escaping  by  means  of 
boats  up  the  inlet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  SPICER, 

Commander. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Senior  officer  present. 
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BOAT  EXPEDITION  TO  SMITH  VILLE,  N.  C. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Wm.  B.  Cushing. 

TJnitbd  States  Steamer  Monticello, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  passed  the  forts  at  the  entrance  to  this 
harbor,  with  two  boats  and  twenty  men,  on  the  night  of  the  29th  of  Febmarj, 
and  proceeded  up  the  river  to  Smithville.  My  object  was  to  land  at  that  town 
and  capture  the  commanding  general,  and  to  board  any  vessels  that  might  be 
found  at  anchor.  I  succeeded  in  lauding  directly  in  ifront  of  the  hotel,  hid  mj 
men  under  the  bank,  captured  some  negroes  at  work  in  a  salt  work,  and  thus 
gained  such  information  as  desired. 

Then  leaving  most  of  the  men  to  guard  the  boats,  I  proceeded  with  Acting 
Ensign  J.  E.  Jones  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Howorth,  and  one  seaman,  to  Gene- 
ral Herbert's  headquarters,  (situated  across  the  street  from  the  barraekB»  oon- 
taining  about  1,000  men.)  I  effected  an  entry,  and  captured  the  chief  engineer 
of  these  defences,  but  found  that  the  general  had  gone  to  Wilmington  the  eune 
day.  The  adjutant  general  escaped  from  the  door  after  severely  wounding  his 
hand ;  but  thinking  that  a  mutiny  was  in  progress,  took  to  the  woods  with  a 
great  scarcity  of  clothing,  and  neglected  to  turn  out  the  garrison. 

My  boat  was  about  fifty  yards  from  the  Smithville  fort,  and  not  so  Jar  fiom 
the  sentinel  on  the  wharf;  but  I  succeeded  in  bringing  my  prisoners  off  so  quietly 
that  they  did  not  discover  me.  The  signal-light  was  made  so  tardily  that  I  wae 
abreast  of  Fort  Caswell  before  they  knew  that  boats  were  in  the  harbor*  and 
they  did  not  get  a  shot  at  us. 

The  papers  captured  were  unimportant.  The  Scotia  ran  out  just  befbre  I 
reached  the  anchorage,  so  I  did  not  have  the  pleasure  of  calling  on  the  oaptaiil. 

I  send  Captain  Kelly,  Confederate  States  army,  to  you,  deeply  regretting 
that  the  general  was  not  in  when  I  called. 

I  brought  off  the  negroes  captured. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  CUSHING, 
Lieutenant  Commamdmg, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


JOINT  ARMY  AND  NAVY  EXPEDITION  UP  THE  PAMUNKEY  AND  AGAINST 

NEIGHBOBING  COUNTIES. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Neiaport  News,  Va.,  March  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  8tb  instant  I  accompanied  Generals  Butler  and  Meigs  to  York- 
town  to  arrange  a  joint  army  and  navy  expedition  to  operate  first  iip  the 
Pamunkey  against  the  rebel  forces  in  the  neighborhood  of  King  and  Queen 
Court  House,  which  had  attacked  Colonel  Dahlgren's  party,  and  then  against 
a  party  of  the  enemy  who  were  reported  to  be  fitting  out  an  expedition  firom 
Middlesex  county,  in  the  Peninsula  formed  by  the  Rappahannock  and  the  liaiika- 
tank.  I  eficlose  a  copy  of  my  instructions  of  March  8  to  Lieutenant  Ck>iii- 
mander  Babcock,  (1,)  and  his  original  report  dated  March  13,  (2.) 
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The  department  will  perceive  tliat  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition  was  well 
amnged  and  execated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

^  S.P.LEE, 
Anting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N»  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Honr  OiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  qft/te  Navy. 


hutruction^  Xo  Lieutenant  Commander  Chas.  A.  Bahcock. 

United  States  Steamer  Morse, 

York  town,  Tuesday,  March  8,  1864 — 4  p,  m. 

8lE  :  General  Kil  pa  trick  will  leave  here  at  daylight  to-morrow,  9  th  instant, 
with  say  two  thousand  (2,000)  cavalry  to  attack  the  rebels  at  King  and  Queen 
Conri  House,  who  captured  Colonel  Dahlgren's  party  and  killed  him.  General 
Butler  will  despatch  two  thousand  (2,000)  infantry  from  Norfolk  at  9  a.  m.  to- 
■Mmow,  to  be  here  by  2  p.  m.,  when,  joined  by  one  thousand  (1,000)  infantry, 
and  commanded  by  General  Wistar,  they  will  proceed  and  land  at  Shepard's 
landing,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mattapony.  You  will  accompany  these  troops 
from  lorktown  to  Shepard's  landing  with  the  gunboats  named  in  the  margin, 
protect  them,  and  give  them  all  the  aid  in  your  power.  When  the  movement 
against  King  and  Queen  Court  House  is  over,  or  when  the  above  landing  is 
audcv  General  Wit^tar  will  inform  you  how  long  he  shall  need  the  presence  of 
the  ganboats  at  Shepard's  landing.  General  Wistar  does  not  expect  to  re-em- 
baik  there,  but  to  march  back,  and  he  does  expect  to  march  across  to  Middlesex 
county,  to  the  point  of  the  peninsula  between  the  Piankatank  and  the  Happa- 
lumnock  where  the  rebels  are  said  to  be  fitting  out  a  boat  expedition. 

General  Wistar  desires  that  you  should  be  with  the  gunboats  between  the 
month  of  the  Rappahannock  and  a  point  ten  (10)  miles  below  Urbana,  from 
Friday  evening  next  to  Saturday  evening,  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  escaping 
across  the  river.  General  Wistar  does  not  expect  to  communicate  with  you 
there.  General  Butler  will  notify  Commander  Parker  of  this  expedition,  and 
if  the  latter  should  be  there,  you  will  be  subject  to  his  orders  whilst  operating 
with  him.  Make  your  report  to  me,  however,  as  soon  as  practicable.  Put 
yonraelf  in  communication  with  General  Wistar,  and  strive,  as  you  have  always 
done,  to  advance  the  public  interests. 
Respectfully  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com*dg  N.  A.  B.  tSquadron. 

lieutenant  Commander  C.  A.  Babcock, 

United  States  Steamer  Morse. 

Gnnboats — "  Morse,"  Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock,  commanding. 
"  Shokokon,"  Acting  Master  Sheldon,  " 

"  Shawsheen,"  Acting  Master  Phelon,  " 

or  "  General  Putnam,"  in  place  of  the  latter. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Charles  A.  Bahcork. 

United  Statrs  Steamer  Morse, 

Of  Yorktown,  Va„  March  13,  1864. 

Sis  :  I  respectfully  report  that,  according  to  your  orders  of  the  8tli  instant,  I 
have  acted  in  conjunction  with  the  expedition  of  General  Wistar  as  far  as 
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possible.     On  the  moruing  of  the  9th  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  Greneral  Kilpatriek 
and  staff  arrived  on  board   this  vessel ;  four  transports  arrived  off  Yorktown 
at  noon  with  troops.     At  1  p.  m.  General  Wis  tar  arrived  on  board  this  vessel 
with  his  staff.     At  1.30  p.  m.  got  under  way ;  signalled  United  States  gnnboats 
Shukokon  and  General  Putnnm  to  ^et  under  way  and  follow  with  the  trans- 
ports.    Proceeded  up  the  river  with  this  vessel,  fleet  following  in  our  wake. 
At  7.20  p.  m.  entered  the  Mattaponj  river,  and  at  7.45  being  abreast  of  Shep- 
herd's landing,  and  the  night  being  very  dark,  placed  men  with  lanterns  on  the 
deck  as  a  guide  to  the  transports ;  ordering  the  Shokokon  to  anchor  befew 
the  transports,  and  the  Putnam  again  below  her,  while  I  remained  above  them 
with  this  vessel.      The  transports  went  at  once  alongside  the  dock  and  began 
disembarking  the  troops.    At  10.30  the  General  Putnam  came  alongside  with 
two  army  gunboats  and  some  launches  which  had  come  up  the  river  with  orders 
for  General  Wistar,  but  after  communicating  with  him,  returned  again  down  the 
river  about  midnight.     There  arrived  two  more  transports  with  troops ;  General 
Kilpatriek  and  staff  then  went  ashore  from  this  vessel.     At  8  a.  m.  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th  instant,  General  Wistar  and  staff  went  on  shore  from  thiB 
vessel ;  all  troops  being  disembarked  and  the  transports  at  anchor  in  the  stream. 
Troops  marched  away,  leaving  a  picket  guard  around  the  wharf.     General 
"Wistar,  on  leaving  this  vessel,  requested  me  to  wait  until  the  evening,  and  if 
possible  he  would  communicate  witli  me ;  but  if  he  did  not,  that  I  should  return 
to  Yorktown  that  evening  with  the  fleet.     At  10.50  a.  m.  got  under  way  and 
went  alongside  the  wharf  at  Shepherd's  landing,  leaving  the  General  Putnam 
above  the  transports,  and   the  Shokokon  below  them.     At   12.30  army  tug 
Seth  Low  arrived  with  a  despatch  for  General  Wistar  or  Kilpatriek,  but  havine 
no  means  of  communicating  with  them,  I  took  charge  of  it,  and  when  I  retumea 
to-day  delivered  it  to  General  Wistar.     At  5  p.  m.  ordered  tlie  General  Put- 
nam to  get  under  way  and  proceed  down  the  river  with  two  transports.     At 
5.30  received  on  board  from  the  Shokokon  a  refugee  from  Richmond^  whom  1 
turned  over  to  the  military  authorities  on  my  arrival  at  Yorktown.      At  6 
ordered  the   Shokokon   to  proceed  down  the  river  with  three  transports  in 
company.     Took  on  board  the  picket  guard,  and  having  received  no  communi- 
cation from  General  Wistar,  at  7.30  proceeded  down  the  river  with  one  trans- 
port in  company.     At  9.30  p.  m.,  weather  setting  in  very  thick,  and  not  b^ng 
able  to  see  the  land  on  either  side  of  the  river,  came  to  anchor  and  burnt  a  blue 
light  as  a  signal  to  the  other  vessels  which  were  close  to  me.     At  5.30  a.  m.  on 
the  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  got  under  way  and  proceeded  for  YorktowUt 
where  we  came  to  anchor  at  8.30.     Fog  again  set  in  very  thick,  but  at  12.90 
p.  m.  partially  cleared  up.     At  1.30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  down 
the  river,  but  the  fog  again  setting  in  very  thick,  came  to  anchor  at  8.40. 
Weather  again  clearing  up,  at  3.30  p.  m.  signalled  the  Shokokon  and  Gen- 
eral Putnam  to  get  under  way  and  follow  this  vessel.     After  dark  the  weather 
again  set  in  very  thick  on  the  horizon,  but  clear  overhead ;  burnt  two  rocketB 
as  a  signal  to  the  General  Putnam,  which  she  answered  ;  came  to  anchor  9%  9 
p.  m.    At  5.30  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  again  got  under  waj, 
and  when  off  the  mouth  of  Piankntank  river  exchanged  signals  with  the  United 
States  steamer  Currituck,  of  the  Potomac  flotilla,  and  when  off  the  moutk  of  the 
Rappanannock  river  saw  the  gunboats  Yankee,  Freeborn,  Tulip  and  Fachna ; 
communicated  with  the  senior  oflicer  present,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  fid- 
ward  Hooker,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Yankee,  and  was  informed 
by  him  that  on  Wednesday  morning,  at  J^  a.  m.,  (five  hours  before  the  expedition 
left  Yorktown  with  the  transports,)  he  had  hearu  from  people  at  Urbana  that  a 
body  of  our  cavalry  had  started  from  West  Point  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  the 
rebels  who  were  around  the  Peninsula,  anti  the  consequence  of  which  was  that 
the  bulk  of  the  rebel  soldiers  had  left  the  Peninsula  directly.     Made  arrange- 
ments with  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker  that  the  gunboats  of  the  Fo: 
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Umue  flotilla  wonld  keep  a  vigilant  look-out  for  our  forces,  and  also  prevent  any 
rebels  from  crossing  from  the  mouth  of  Piankatank  river  to  Mosquito  Point,  on 
the  Rappanannock.  Stationed  the  General  Putnam  off  Locklcy's  Point,  and 
the  Sliokokon  off  Parrott's  islands,  with  strict  orders  to  look  out  for  any  rebels 
cfOMing  the  river,  or  report  to  me  if  General  Wis  tar's  forces  came  in  sight. 
Steamed  up  the  river  slowly  with  this  vessel  as  far  as  Urbana,  then  came  down 
agmin  eight  miles,  and  at  12.40  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Grey's  Point.  At  5  p.  m. 
got  under  way  and  ordered  the  Shokokou  and  General  Putman  to  keep  under 
way  daring  the  night,  to  prevent  surprise  of  any  kind,  and  stay  as  near  as  pos- 
rible  to  their  stations,  and  report  to  me  if  anything  came  in  sight.  Saw  no- 
diing  of  General  Wistar's  command  or  the  rebels.  At  6  a.  m.  this  morning  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river,  the  Shokokou  and  General  Putnam  in  company,  com- 
■anicated  with  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Hooker,  senior  officer 
present  of  the  Potomac  flotilla,  then  proceeded  for  Yorktown,  where  we  came 
lo  anchor  at  2.30  p.  m.,  and  after  making  proper  arrangements  with  the  fleet 
finr  the  night,  came  on  shore  and  telegraphed  to  you,  at  4  p.  m.,  my  arrival  with 

the  gunboats. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  anit  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  BABOOOK, 
Lieutenant  Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present, 

Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lke, 

Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron^  U.  S.  Flag-^hip  Minnesota^ 

Off  Newport  News,  Va. 


EXPEDITION  UP  CIIUCKATUCK  CREEK. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Newjwrt  News,  Va,,  March  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  night  of  the  29th 
instant,  during  the  prevalence  of  a  violent  storm,  an  expedition,  consisting  of  two 
boats  and  twenty-three  (23)  seamen  from  the  United  States  steamer  Commo- 
dore Barney,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Williams,  commanding  that 
vessel,  with  two  boats  and  thirty-two  (32)  seamen  of  this  bhip,  commanded  by 
Acting  Master  Wilder,  of  the  Minnetfota,  at<cended  the  Ghuckatuck  creek  and 
effected  a  Innding  at  a  place  ciilled  Cherry  Grove.     It  was  known  that  in  that 
TJcinity  was  stationed  a  company  of  rebel  soldiers,  whose  capture  was  the  object 
of  the  expedition.     Procuring  a  guide,  the  party  made  their  way  to  the  house 
in  which  the  objects  of  their  search  were  sheltered,  and  by  a  careful  disposition 
of  the  force  succeeded  in  surprising  and  capturing  twenty  (20)  soldiers  of  the 
ftbel  army,  with  their  arms  and  equipments.     With  their  prisoners  the  party 
retomed  to  their  boats  and  brought  them  safely  to  the  Commodore  Barney,  lying 
io  the  Nansemond. 

I  have  transferred  the  prisoners  to  General  Butler,  and  the  arms   captured 
vith  them  have  been  transferred  to  the  naval  ordnance  depot. 

Acting  Masters  Williams  and  Wilder  speak  in  commendable  terms  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  this  exploit,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to 
tofflmend  the  enerery  and  zeal  displayed  by  these  otHccrs  in  planning  and  carry- 
ing onl  to  a  successful  termination  an  expedition  of  no  little  difficulty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Jame9  M.  WiUiamM. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Barney, 

Nansemond  Rivera  Va,,  March  30, 1864. 

,  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  arrival  of  United  States  steamer 
Shokokon,  on  the  evening  of  29th  instant,  an  expedition  under  my  charge,  con- 
sisting of  thirtj-two  men  with  two  hoats  from  the  United  States  steamer  Minne- 
sota, and  twenty- three  men  with  two  boats  from  this  vessel,  proceeded  to  Blenk- 
hom's  creek,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  After  landing  we  proceeded  to  a 
distance  of  about  two  miles  and  met  with  a  citizen  and  a  negro,  whom  we  took 
as  guides.  We  then  returned  to  boats  and  proceeded  to  Ghuckatuck  creek. 
We  landed  at  the  head  of  the  creek,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile  met 
with  a  citizen  and  his  son,  whom  we  also  took  to  guide  us  to  the  headquarters  of 
Lieutenant  Roy,  where  we  arrived  at  about  4  a.  m.  on  the  30th  instant.  We 
immediately  surrounded  the  houses  (the  headquarters)  and  demanded  instant 
surrender,  a  demand  with  which  they  complied,  the  result  of  which  was  the  cap- 
ture of  two  sergeants  and  eighteen  privates  (confederate,)  with  small  arms,  &C., 
without  firing  a  shot.  Acting  Masters  Wilder  and  Pearson  had  charge  of  Min- 
nesota's boat's  crew,  and  both  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  bravery ; 
I  must  give  them  the  whole  credit  of  the  capture.  Mr.  Rodgers  (pilot  of  this 
vessel)  piloted  the  boats  up  and  down  the  river,  and  deserve  great  praise.  Act- 
ing Master's  Mate  Auld,  of  this  vessel,  had  charge  of  the  boats,  and  displayed 
the  utmost  coolness  and  courage.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineers  Lemer  and 
Shannon  also  acted  with  great  courage  and  bravery.  I  would  also  respectfully 
call  your  attention  to  John  Gross  (yeoman,)  who  had  charge  of  the  flag,  and  did 
his  whole  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

The  petty  officers  and  crew  of  both  vessels  did  their  duty  nobly.  Should  I 
again  have  the  honor  of  an  expedition  under  my  charge,  I  will  feel  confident 
with  such  another  set  of  men  with  me.  1  am  very  sorry  that  we  did  not  take 
more  boats,  as  we  could  have  captured  the  whole  signal  corps  of  seventeen  men 
if  we  had  accommodation  to  bring  them  off  to  the  vessel.  The  followine  are 
the  names  and  rates  of  prisoners  captured  at  Ghuckatuck,  Va.,  by  expeaition 
under  my  command : 

Sergeants  James  Stickler,  Kth  Va.,  Go.  A,  and  C.  H.  Murrell,  11th  Va.,Co. 
G.  Private  James  H.  Parkham,  Lieutenant  Golonel  Bunchen*s  artillery ;  D. 
S.  Moouey,  7th  Va.,  Go.  F ;  R.  W.  Gravatt,  30th  Va.,  Go.  F ;  J.  B.  Croy,  7th 
Va.,  Go.  D  ;  J.  G.  Talbert,29th  Va.,  Go.  F;  Thomas  Moming,  1st  Va.,  Go.  H; 
J.  D.  Williams,  24th  Va.,  Go.  I ;  W.  H.  Ghishulm,  15th  Va.,  Go.  E ;  T.  B. 
Luck,  30th  Va.,  Go.  E;  S.  H.  Follax,  11th  Va.,  Go.  G  ;  W.  N.  Anderson,  Ist 
Va.,  Go.  H ;  J.  G.  Wilkes,  18th  Va.,  Go.  K ;  J.  F.  Prebble,  Uth  Va.,  Co.  B ; 
W.  A.  Westmoreland,  Ist  Va.,  Go.  D ;  David  Hughes,  29th  Va.,  Go.  D ;  J.  D. 
Turner,  24th  Va.,  Go.  B  ;  A.  M.  Kerster,  24th  Va.,  Go.  I ;  Robert  L.  Hatdiiii- 
son,  17th  Va.,  Go.  F. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  M.  WILLIAMS, 
Actithg  Master,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  « 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Chas.  B,  Wilder. 

United  States  Frigate  Minnesota, 

Of  Newport  Niws,  Ta.,  March  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday, 
I  went  with  the  4th  and  5th  cutters,  with  32  men  and  Acting  Master  Pierson 


^u 
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I  recommend  that  the  appointment  of  Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  Miller,  com- 
manding the  Poppy,  be  revoked,  leaving  him  in  his  former  grade  of  acting 
master's  mate ;  and  that  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  James  Spears,  and 
Acting  Master's  Mate  Pishon,  who  was  sleeping  during  his  watch,  be  dismlsaed 
the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear  Admiral^  Commanding 'N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 

United  States  Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  last  night  about  two  o'clock,- while  riding  to  th® 
ebb  tide,  a  dark  object  was  discovered  slowly  passing  the  ship,  about  twO 
hundred  yards  distant.  It  was  thought  to  be  a  boat,  and  hailed  :  to  the  hail 
was  answered  "  Roanoke."  By  this  time  it  was  directly  abeam,  seemingly 
without  any  power  of  locomotion.  Tlie  officer  of  the  deck  proniptly  gave  orders 
to  the  tug  astern  to  go  and  examine  it,  and  repeated  his  orders  several  times 
before  getting  any  reply,  and  while  endeavoring  to  have  this  order  executed, 
the  object,  a  *'  David,''  approached  the  ship  just  abaft  the  port  main  chains  and 
exploded  a  torpedo  under  her,  the  **  David  "  making  off  in  the  direction  of  the 
Kansemond  river.  Several  muskets  and  a  round  shot  were  fired  at  it,  and  every 
effort  made  to  send  in  pursuit,  but  the  tug  Poppy  had  failed  to  keep  the  required 
look-out,  and  also  had  allowed  her  steam  to  go  down,  which  was  not  discovered 
until  the  **  David  "  had  disappeared.  Vessels  were  sent  in  search,  but  failed  to 
find  her. 

I  submit  the  accompanying  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Birtwistle,  officer  of  the 
deck  at  the  time  specified.     It  is  difficult  to  say  how  far  the  ship  may  be  dam- 
aged, although  «he  manifests  no  leak.     The  shock  was  quite  severe,  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  a  survey  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  injury  sustained* 
I  am,  very  respeotfuly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  UPSHUR. 
Lieutenant  Commander,  CovfCdg  U.  8.  Steamer  Minnesota^ 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 


Report  of  Acting  Ermng  James  Birtioistle. 

United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 

Of  Newport  News,  Virginiat  April  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  At  1.45  this  morning,  while  in  charge  of  the  deck,  the  quartermaster 
directed  my  attention  to  a  boat  adrift,  a  little  forward  of  the  port  beam,  and 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant,  and  while  passing  to  the  port  aide 
of  the  bridge  the  sentry  at  the  gangway  hailed  her ;  she  answered  "  Roanoke." 
I  then  hailed  her  and  could  not  make  out  her  reply.  I  went  down  off  the 
bridge  and  hailed  her  from  the  quarter ;  she  answered,  "  Roanoke."  I  told  him 
not  to  come  alongside ;  he  answered,  "  aye,  aye".  I  hailed  the  tog  Poppy 
three  times,  and  told  him  to  see  what  that  boat  waa.     He  aaid  ''aye,  aye". 
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I  thought  the  boat  was  nearing  vlb,  and  could  not  see  any  oars.  I.  sent  a 
meesenger  to  call  you,  sir,  and  ordered  the  boat  to  keep  off,  or  I  would  fire  into 
him.  I  repeated  the  order,  but  discovered  she  was  nearing  us  fast.  I  then 
ordered  the  Poppy  twice  to  run  that  boat  down.  I  then  saw  the  glimmer  of  a 
hght  The  quartermaster  said  he  could  hear  her  puff.  I  jumped  to  a  con.- 
venient  gun ;  called  for  help  to  train  it.  The  sentries  on  the  gangways  and 
forward  fired  three  shots  at  her;  but  before  I  could  fire  the  gun  she  was  inside 
of  range.  I  jumped  back  from  the  gun,  and  the  explosion  followed.  I  then 
met  you  at  the  cabin  hatch,  and  in  answer  to  your  inquiry,  said  it  was  a  tor- 
pedo. Men  were  rushing  on  deck,  the  drum  beat  to  quarters,  and  I  went  for- 
ward and  fired  a  shell,  from  a  nine-inch  gun  in  my  division.  After  the  explo- 
Bion  I  thought  sure  the  Poppy  would  capture  her,  or  I  would  have  remained  at 
the  quarter-deck  guns.  The  rest,  sir,  you  saw. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  BIRTWISTLE, 

Acting  Ensign. 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur, 
Comnianding  United  States  Steamer  Minnesota. 


Beport  of  Acting  Ensign  Isaac  Miller. 

United  Statbs  Stbambr  Minnesota, 

Off^  Newport  News^  Virginia^  April  12, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  circumstances,  in  order 
to  exonerate  myself,  as  much  as  possible,  from  the  blame  attached  to  me : 

On  Friday,  the  8th  instant,  1  was  ordered  to  drop  astern  of  the  Minnesota 
with  the  tug,  of  which  I  was  in  command,  and  hang  a  hawser.  This  I  did. 
Here  I  would  particularly  request  your  consideration.  I  had  so  arranged  the 
watches  that  I  should  always  be  on  deck,  from  four  o'clock  in  the  morniug  until 
eight  o'clock  at  night.  It  being  after  eight  o'clock  on  the  night  in  question, 
after  seeing  the  tug  properly  secured,  I  intended  to  go  below,  but  before  doing 
eo  I  went  to  the  engine-room  and  told  the  engineer  of  the  watch  to  have  every- 
thing ready  to  start  at  a  moment's  notice,  adding  that  I  did  not  know  the  mo- 
ment we  would  be  called  upon  to  perform  some  errand.  He  replied,  **  aye,  aye." 
1  then  told  the  officer  of  the  deck,  Mr.  Sullivan,  to  keep  a  good  look-out  and 
answer  all  hails  from  the  Minnesota,  and  to  call  me  if  anything  occurred.  After 
the  watch  had  been  reported  to  me  on  deck,  I  went  below.  1  lay  down  on  the 
settee  in  the  cabin  without  undressing,  in  order  to  be  on  hand  as  quickly  as 
possible.  I  was  suddenly  roused  up  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  by  some 
noise.  I  rushed  on  deck  and  found  they  had  been  hailing  us  from  the  ship  to 
come  alongside.  On  going  forward  I  saw  a  boat  on  our  port  bow.  Soon  after- 
ward.s  I  was  ordered,  from  the  Minnesota,  to  run  her  down.  1  jumped  into  the 
pilot-house,  and  with  the  firm  impression  that  everything  was  ready  to  start  the 
tug.  I  ordered  the  hawser  to  be  cut  off,  and  rang  one  bell  to  go  ahead.  To  my 
mter  astonishment,  I  found  the  engine  was  not  started,  and  I  went  to  the  en- 
pine-room  to  ascertain  the  cause;  meantime  the  hawser  had  been  cast  oflF.  and 
the  l)oat  was  drifting  astern.  1  told  the  engineer  to  try  and  turn  over  the  en- 
gine; and  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  he  made  every  eftbrt  to  do  so,  but 
in  vain.  He  told  me  he  had  only  a  few  minutes  before  pumped  up  the  boilers. 
As  goon  as  sufficient  steam  could  be  got  up  I  obeyed  the  order  to  come  along- 
side the  Minnesota.  Before  sufficient  steam  could  be  got  up,  the  boat  which  I 
saw  had  disappeared. 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  above  unfortunate  circumstances  which  prevented 


190       REPOBT  OP  THE  SECHETARY  OF  THE  NAVT. 

me  execntlDg  the  orders  given  me,  and  which  accorded  bo  well  with  mj  feci* 
ings — that  of  bringing  to  speedy  punishment  the  perpetrators  of  a  deed  as 
daring  as  it  was  vicious. 

Trusting  that  the  reasons  I  have  given,  as  well  as  my  endeavor  to  do  my 
duty  faithfully  on  all  occasions,  will  relieve  me  from  the  imputation  of  neg- 
ligence under  which  I  now  labor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  MILLER, 
Acting  Ensign  and  PiloU  laie  in  Command  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Poppy, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master^ s  Mate  H,  M,  Pishon. 

United  States  Steam  Tug  Poppy, 

April  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  are  the  facts  concerning  this  vessel  during  the  night  of 
the  8th  instant :  Between  the  hours  of  9  and  10  p.  m.  I  "  turned  in,''  as  has 
been  the  custom  while  lying  securely  moored  alongside  or  astern  the  Minnesota. 
I  soon  fell  asleep,  and  was  conscious  of  nothing  till  I  was  half  aroused  by  a 
call  from  the  Minnesota,  and  which  was  immediately  followed  by  the  explosion 
of  the  torpedo.  I  immediately  sprang  to  the  wheel  and  saw  the  torpedo  boat 
lying  about  amidships  of  the  ship,  and,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  about  thirty 
or  forty  feet  distant  from  the  frigate  and  about  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  the 
tug.  I  was  hailed  from  the  ship  and  ordered  to  let  go  and  ''  run  her  down.'* 
I  wished  them  to  let  go  our  lines,  but  was  ordered  to  let  go  ourselves.  We 
had  from  thirty  to  forty  fathoms  of  the  hawser  coiled  on  the  house.  I  ordered 
the  watch  to  let  go  the  line,  and  rang  to  go  ahead,  when  I  was  answered  by  the 
engineer  that  he  had  no  steam.  All  were  aroused  by  the  shock  of  the  explo- 
sion, and  when  I  rung  up,  the  captain  stood  by  the  wheel-house,  down  on 
deck,  and  hailed  the  officer  of  the  deck,  and  told  him  that  he  thought  it  was  the 
picket  boat  from  Norfolk,  as  it  resembled  her  very  much  in  the  gloom  of  the 
night.  From  the  time  I  sprang  to  the  wheel  and  parleyed  with  the  officer  of 
the  deck  regarding  the  hawser,  till  I  rung  up,  whicn  was  probably  all  done  in 
one  or  two  minutes,  the  boat  lay  motionless.  When  I  struck  the  bell,  she 
sheered  off  in  the  direction  of  the  Nansemond,  and  gave  her  full  steam,  judging 
by  her  "  exhaust"  and  the  sparks  from  the  smoke-stack.  She  was  soon  lost 
sight  of  in  the  darkness.  During  this  time  the  engineer  was  endeavoring  to 
raise  his  steam,  and  by  the  time  he  had  steam  we  were  something  like  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  astern.  I  know  nothing  of  the  state  of  the  fires  or  quantity 
of  steam  at  the  time.  Had  we  had  steam  1  think  we  could  have  run  her  down; 
at  any  rate  we  should  have  done  all  in  that  direction  that  was  possible  for  oe 
to  do. 

While  I  have  been  in  the  tug  it  has  been  customary  to  sleep  while  lyin^  se- 
cure alongside  or  astern,  thinking  nothing  wrong,  and  having  a  ^ood  watch  on 
deck  to  answer  all  hails  ^m  the  ship,  and  when  hailed  have  never  been  found 
wanting  before  as  to  steam  or  anything  else.  We  have  never  received  orders 
to  keep  guard  for  the  Minnesota,  and  when  cruising  in  the  river  or  picket,  have 
always  received  positive  orders  not  to  go  below  the  Roanoke  iron-clad,  except 
to  make  a  circle  around  her  occasionally.  During  the  winter  we  have  cruised 
between  the  wharf  at  Newport  News  and  the  Roanoke ;  and  latterly,  while  on 
picket,  have  received  orders  to  run  across  the  river  between  the  Roanoke  and 
Atlanta.    These  orders  we  have  strictly  obeyed,  and  by  them  have  always 
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Bvptposed  that  no  danger  was  apprehended  to  the  Minnesota,  but  to  the  iron* 
eliMB.    Captain  Miller,  from  the  time  that  he  came  on  deck,  did  all  that  laid  in 
Ilia  power  to  get  steam  np  and  give  chase  to  the  enemy. 
MoBt  respectfollj,  &c., 

HENRY  M.  PISHON, 

Acting  M(Uter*8  Mate. 
Fleet  Captain  Barnes. 


Report  of  Acting  Matter  James  Speirs. 

United  States  Steamer  Minnesota, 
•  Of  Newport  Xew9,  Va.,  April  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  verbal  order  of  the  14th  instant,  I  respectfollj 
submit  the  following  statement : 

Agreeably  to  the  orders  of  the  senior  engineer  in  charge,  I  had  twenty  pounds 
of  steam — the  quantity  maintained  while  lying  alongside  the  iiag-ship.  On 
being  hailed,  I  immediately  gave  orders  to  spread  fires,  which  were  promptly 
obeyed,  at  the  same  time  opening  my  steam  jet.  Returning  to  the  engine-room 
I  received  **  two  bells,"  (to  back,)  which  was  done,  the  engine  running  slowly. 
An  order  "  to  go  ahead"  was  next  sent  to  me  and  obeyed,  but  very  slowly,  as 
the  steam  was  rapidly  falling.  Perceiving  this,  and  unable  to  stem  the  tide,  I 
WIS  compelled  to  stop  the  engine  until  the  necessary  amount  of  steam  was  re- 
stored. The  sole  cause  of  this  loss  of  steam  was  due  to  the  fact  that  I  was 
obliged  to  Jeed  my  boilers  about  five  minutes  prior  to  the  order  to  get  under 
way,  to  keep  the  same  steam  down,  not  being  permitted  to  blow  when  lying  by 
the  flag-ship. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  SPEIRS, 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  U.  S.  Tug  Poppy. 

Fleet  Captain  Barnes, 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  M.  Boggins. 

United  States  Steamer  Poppy, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  concerning  the  explosion  of 
a  torpedo  and  the  state  of  tliis  vessel  on  that  morning : 

At  or  about  12.30  on  the  night  of  the  8th  instant  I  turned  in,  being  ofi"  watch, 
and  slept  until  awakened  by  the  explosion  of  the  torpedo.  On  hurrving  to  the 
engine-room  I  found  that  the  bell  had  been  rung  to  go  ahead,  and  that  there 
was  hot  twenty  pounds  pressure  of  steam  on  the  gau«^c,  and  the  water  in  the 
boilers  being  cold,  (as,  in  obedience  to  order  of  Fleet  Engineer  Garvin  not  to 
blow  off- steam,  we  were  compelled  to  keep  pumping  and  blowing,)  this  was  not 
sufficient  to  work  the  engine.  The  engineer  on  watch  was  exerting  him.ielf  to 
the  utmost  to  get  up  steam,  aided  by  me  captain  and  myself  as  soon  as  there, 
notwthstanding  we  were  nearly  half  an  hour  before  we  had  steam  enough  to 
work  the  boat  Previous  to  the  order  of  fleet  engineer  we  had  orders  from  the 
captain  to  keep  up  steam  at  all  times  sufficiently  to  work  the  engines,  and 
twenty  pounds  is  sufficient  if  the  pressure  can  .be  kc^pt  up.  Our  boiler  i^ 
small  to  keep  up  the  pressure  to  the  nicety  the  order  demands  at  all  tu 


192       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

that  time  we  were  unfortunately  caught.    All  the  officers  and  men  did  their 
best  to  assist  in  raising  steam  in  time,  and  are  deeply  chagrined  at  their  failure. 
In  speaking  of  the  order  not  to  blow  off  steam,  we  were  not  to  blow  through 
the  safety-valve,  but  through  the  surface-blow,  in  order  to  avoid  noise. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  BOGGINS, 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineert  in  charge  ad  interim. 


Report  of  the  Fleet  Captain  Jno.  S.  Barnes. 

Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off^  Nexiport  News,  Virginiaj  April  13,  186^ 

Sir  :  I  have  carefully  investigated  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  and 
causing  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  tug  Poppy  to  comply  with  the  orders 
given  to,  and  received  by,  the  officers  of  that  vessel  to  run  down  and  destroy 
the  rebel  terpedo  boat  which  attacked  the  Minnesota  on  the  morning  of  Satur- 
day, the  9th  instant. 

I  have  examined  all  the  officers  of  the  Poppy,  and  caused  written  statements 
to  be  made  from  each  of  them  to  all  the  facts  coming  within  their  personal 
knowledge,  and  from  a  comparison  of  their  statements  and  their  written  re- 
ports, the  following  facts  are  adduced : 

The  tug  was  lying  astern  of  the  Minnesota,  secured  by  a  hawser  from  the 
tug.  No  watch  was  on  deck  known  to  any  of  the  officers.  General  directions 
had  been  given  for  an  anchor  watch  to  answer  hails  from  the  Minnesota,  and  an 
order  had  been  given  by  the  captain  of  the  tug,  that  steam  should  be  ready  to 
move  at  any  moment.  When  the  torpedo  boat  struck  the  ship  there  was  no 
one  ready  to  respond  to  the  order  to  run  the  boat  down,  until  Acting  Master'^ 
Mate  Pishon,  whose  watch  it  was,  and  Acting  Ensign  Miller,  in  charge  of  the 
tug,  aroused  from  sleep  by  the  shock  and  repeated  hails,  took  the  wheel  and 
rang  the  bells  to  start  the  engine.  The  tug  had  been  lying  with  fires  banked, 
and,  by  all  accounts,  the  boiler  had  but  a  few  minutes  before  been  pumped  up 
with  cold  water.  The  gauges  showed  20  lbs.  of  steam,  but  as  soon  as  the 
throttle  was  opened  and  the  jet  put  on,  the  steam  ran  down  to  four  or  five 
pounds,  and  the  engine  could  not  be  turned.  The  hawser  which  held  the 
tug  was  slipped  from  the  tug,  some  forty  (40)  or  fifty  (50)  fathoms  running 
over  the  side  from  the  place  where  it  was  coiled,  and  the  tug  drifted  helplessly 
astern  with  the  ebb-tide  about  half  an  hour,  during  which  time  the  torpedo  boat 
made  o£f  towards  the  Nansemond  side  of  the  river,  and  disappeared  iu  the 
darkness.  A  half  hour  had  passed  from  the  time  of  the  explosion  of  the  tor- 
pedo before  the  Poppy  had  steam  enough  to  move.  Previous  to  this  night  the 
i^oppy  had  been  employed  as  a  picket  boat  around  the  Roanoke,  with  Instmc- 
tions  to  run  down  and  ram  anything  of  a  suspicious  character  which  was  seen 
approaching  or  floating  near ;  and  it  appears  that  when  not  so  employed  about  the 
iron-clads,  the  officers  had  improperly  conceived  that  no  vigilance  was  required 
from  them.  Upon  the  night  in  question,  the  tug  Young  America  was  guarding 
the  Atlantic  ;  the  tug  Violet,  just  returned  from  the  navy  yard,  where  she  had 
been  under  repairs,  was  guarding  the  Roanoke  against  torpedoes,  and  the 
Poppy  was  retained  at  the  Minnesota  in  place  of  the  Mount  W ashington,  pre- 
viously employed  on  that  duty,  and  then  absent  for  repairs. 

Written  orders  assigning  these  tugs  to  this  special  duty  had  been  issued  with 
a  view  of  meeting  this  species  of  attack,  and  there  is  no  reason  or  excuse  for 
the  failure  of  the  Poppy  promptly  to  respond  to  the  call  made  upon  her  to  run 
the  torpedo  boat  down — a  duty  which  she  could  easily  have  performed,  had  she 
been  in  a  condition  to  move,  and  her  commanding  officer  vigilant.    That  she 
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WBSiMt  in  such  condition  is  the  fact,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  failnre  rests 
apoti  her  commanding  officer,  i\cting  Ensign  Isaac  Miller,  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Pishon,  the  officer  of  the  deck,  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  James 
Speirs,  the  engineer  in  charge.  Had  they  performed  their  duty,  a  vigilant 
watch  would  have  been  kept,  steam  would  have  been  ready,  and  the  capture  or 
destruction  of  the  torpedo  Doat  would  have  been  accomplished. 

There  were  at  the  time  of  this  occurrence  three  (3)  acting  master's  mates, 
and  three  (3)  engineers  attached  to  the  tug  Poppy,  besides  Acting  Ensign 
Miller,  who  was  in  command.  The  senior  engineer  was  absent  on  leave  of 
absence. 

Acting  Ensign  Miller  has  heretofore  exhibited  much  zeal  and  intelligence  in 
the  perfonnance  of  his  duty,  and  I  have  always  regarded  him  as  an  intelligent 
and  capable  officer,  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  position  he  has  held. 

I    enclose  herewitli  the  written  statements  of  Mr.  Miller,  Acting  Master's 
Hate  IMnhon,  and  Third  Assistant  Engineers  Speirs  and  Boggins,  of  the  Poppy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  BARNES, 
Lieuttnant  Commander  and  bleet  CaiHoAn^  N,  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lrb, 

Commanding  N,  A,  B.  Squadron. 


Ordert  of  Rear- Admired  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  New.%  Virginia,  April  9,  1864. 

The  tug  Violet  is  assigned  to  the  Roanoke ;   the   tug   Young   America   is 

igned  to  the  Atlanta ;  the  tug  Gohassett,  or  H.  Brincker,  is  assigned  to  the 
Minneflota. 

Thei}e  tugs  are  to  be  kept  under  way  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  and  during  thick 
and  foggy  weather  by  day,  with  a  g<iod  head  of  steam  up,  (a  regular  watch  of 
offieera  and  men  ;  battery  clear  and  provided,)  from  60  to  ]00  yards  astern  of 
tbeie  Bt<*amer8  respectively,  all  ready  for  ramming  and  running  down,  without 
your  waiting  for  further  orders,  any  David  or  torpedo,  or  other  suspicinus  ves- 
sel or  boat  approaching  the  vessel  to  which  the  tug  is  assigned.  These  tugs 
are  to  be  kept  for  this  special  service,  and  to  do  no  other  duty,  and  they  are  to 
kave  bold  and  trustworthy  officers  in  chargt^  of  them,  and  faithful  engineers. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  steamers  named,  each 
to  see  that  his  tug  is  kept  in  a  high  state  of  discipline,  and  that  it  has  the  neces- 
■ary  officers  and  men  on  board,  and  that  her  deficiencies  of  complement  are  sup- 
plied from  his  steamer  until  otherwise  provided  for,  and  to  apply  for  a  relief  tug 
or  ganboat  when  this  fails  from  any  cause. 

No  boat  is  allowed  to  leave  or  be  absent  from  any  vessel  of  this  squadron,  in 
James  river,  from  sunset  to  sunrise. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  of  the  deck,  on  board  the  tug,  to  report 
every  half  hour  and  until  answered,  whilst  under  way,  to  the  officer  of  the 
deck  of  the  steamer,  that  the  tug  "  is  all  ready,''  and  the  look-outs  on  the  tug 
shall  make  the  usual  audible  call  when  the  bell  strikes. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron, 

A  copy  sent  to  fleet  captain  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Minnesota, 
BoaiK>ke»  Atlanta,  Young  America,  Violet,  and  Uenry  Brincker. 

13  N 
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Order  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  hee  for  survey  of  injury  ff  the  Minnesota. 

Flag-Ship,  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Off  Netoport  News,  Virginia,  April  9, 1864. 

Gentlemen  :  Hold  a  strict  and  careful  survey  to  ascertain  and  make 
separate  reports  for  the  respective  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department,  showing 
the  amount  of  injury  or  damage  sustained,  except  in  the  paymaster's  depart- 
ment, by  the  explosion  by  the  rebels  last  night  of  a  torpedo  under  the  port 
side  of  this  ship. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadrom 

Captain  Guert  Gansevoort. 
Lieutenant  Joseph  Fyffe. 
Carpenter  J.W.  Stimson. 


Report  of  survey. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Roanokb, 

Naoport  News,  Va.,  April  12,  1864. 

Admiral  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  April  9,  we  have  held  a  strict  and 
careful  survey  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  injury  or  damage  sustained  by  the 
explosion  of  a  torpedo  under  the  port  side  of  the  United  States  steamer  Minne- 
sota, as  far  as  we  can  ascertain. 

DESCRIPTION   OP   INJURY. 

Port  after  shell-room, — 1st  and  3d  futtocks  of  two  frames  badly  sprung.  Th« 
diagonal  straps  sprung  off.  The  deck  sprung,  nine  planks  being  sprung  off  from 
the  beams  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch.  The  linings  of  the  bulkhead  sprang 
badly.     Amidship  bulkhead  started  inboard  about  six  inches. 

Spirit-room. — Forward  frame  broken.  Planking  sprung.  Second  frame  badly 
sprung.  Bilge  streak  broken  and  sprung  off.  Third  frame  sprung.  Planking 
sprung  outboard  from  timbers  about  one  inch,  (2)  two  butts  of  second  bilge 
streak  sprung  up.  Decks  started  up.  One  deck  plank  broken  over  die  Bpirit- 
room. 

The  centre  of  the  injury  appears  to  be  about  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  shelving  of  the  port  magazine  started.  Port  steerage  bulkhead 
broken.  One  ladder  broken,  and  all  the  rest  unshipped.  Nine  de^  planks  of 
port  steerage  broken.  In  the  port  after  magazine,  the  shelving^has  been  shat- 
tered. Two  butts  on  the  gun-deck  started  upon  the  port  side  at  No.  13  gun ; 
seventeen  planks  from  the  water-way ;  two  axletrees  on  gun-deck  broken,  and 
one  on  spar-deck  broken  of  nine-inch  gun-carriages.  Two  lower  half-ports  on 
spar-deck  and  two  lower  half- ports  on  gun- deck  broken;  preventive  plate  for 
main  channel,  next  to  after  one,  sprung  out  about  half  an  inch.  One  of  the 
bolts  of  the  crane  for  spare  spars,  in  the  main  chains,  started  one  inch.  The 
paymaster's  store-rooms  in  the  cockpit  on  the  port  side  show  the  power  of  con- 
cussion, all  the  shelves  being  broken  and  disarranged.  Carefully  examined  the 
outside  of  the  ship  abreast  of  the  place  of  injury,  and  were  unable  to  find  any 
of  the  copper  torn  off,  or  any  inequalities  on  the  bottom  of  the  ship.  The  bulk- 
head of  the  shaft-alley,  abreast  of  the  shell-room,  started  inboard  about  six 
inches  for  a  distance  of  fifteen  feet  on  the  port  side. 

The  binnacle  on  the  quarter-deck  forward  of  the  mizenmast  unshipped  from 
its  pedestal  on  the  bridge  and  thrown  three  feet  towards  port  side. 
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DAMAGE   DONE   IN   THE   ORDNANCE   DEPARTMENT. 

Xomber  of  shell  boxes  destroyed IX  inch 78 

"         «*         bags                    IX    "    32 

"          canister  broken           XI    "    5 

"           sabots  and  straps        IX    "    110 

Three  IX-inch  gun-carriages  are  disabled;  the  fore  axletree  of  one  being 
broken  in  two  places,  the  others  badly  sprung.  Two  elevating  screws  that 
were  attached  to  the  guns  on  the  above  carriages  were  rendered  useless  by  being 
benty  also  the  elevating  screw  of  the  Xl-inch  pivot  by  the  same  cause.  The 
following  equipments  are  broken  and  rendered  useless:  three  (3)  IX-inch 
spoDges,  two  (2)  IX-inch  rammers,  two  (2)  ordinary  handspikes,  one  (1)  roller 
handspike;  also  four  (4)  tompions  and  two  (2)  reinforce  sight  aprons  missing 
from  IX-inch  guns  on  port  side. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

GUERT  GANSEVOORT,  Captain. 
JOSEPH  FYFFE, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Morris. 

J.  W.  STIMSON,  Carpenter. 


United  States  Ship  Minnesota, 

Jpril  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  hereunto  annexed,  we  have  held 
«  strict  and  careful  survey  on  the  articles  complained  of  by  Purser  Charles  C. 
Upham,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report,  viz  :  Of  seventeen  boxes 
of  coffee  (850  lbs.)  in  the  spirit-room,  but  one  and  a  half  (IJ)  boxes  have  been 
Baved ;  the  remaining  fifteen  and  a  half  (15^)  boxes  (775  lbs.)  we  find  scattered 
tliiotighont  the  spirit-room,  mixed  up  with  particles  of  soap  and  the  salt  where- 
with batter  barrels  were  encased.  We  find  three  (3)  barrels  of  butter  to  be  a 
total  loss,  the  staves  and  heads  being  broken  and  crushed  in — butter  being 
mingled  with  salt  wherein  it  was  encased ;  from  heads  of  the  barrels  found,  the 
ATerage  weight  of  each  barrel  may  be  assumed  at  ninety  (90)  pounds.  We  also 
find  eighty-nine  (89)  cans  (350  lbs.)  of  preserved  meat  so  jammi^d  and  battered 
as  to  leak,  meat  protruding  through  the  cans,  already  decomposing  and  unfit  to 
ifleoe. 

We  respectfully  recommend  that  the  foregoing  775  pounds  of  coffee,  270 
pounds  of  butter,  and  356  pounds  of  preserved  meat  be  thrown  overboard. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  D.  MURRAY,  Paijmaster. 
J.  H.  UPSHUR,  Lieutenant  Commander, 
CHARLES  B.  WILDER,  Acting  Master. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lkb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Approved. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  articles  recommended  to  be  thrown  overboard 
were  so  dispoaed  of  in  my  presence. 

JAMES  D.  MURRAY. 
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United  States  Ship  Minnesota, 

April  10,  1864. 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  hereunto  annexed,  we  have 
held  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on  the  articles  complained  of  by  Purser 
Charles  C.  Upham,  and  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report,  viz  :  We  find 
of  soap  three  boxes  (22»5  lbs.)  have  been  pulverized  and  mixed  with  coffee,  salt, 
butter,  rubbish,  and  consider  it  a  total  loss ;  this  225  lbs.  of  soap  (in  dust)  we 
also  respectfully  recommend  to  be  thrown  overboard. 
Very  respectfully,  yout  obedient  servants, 

JAMES  D.  MURRAY,  Paymaster. 
J.  H.  UPSHUR,  Lieutenant  Commander. 
CHARLES  B.  WILDER,  Acting  Master. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Approved. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admir alt  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  articles  recommended  to  be  thrown  overboard 
were  so  disposed  of  in  my  presence. 

JAMES  D.  MURRAY,  Paymaster. 


Report  of  Fleet  Engineer  B.  F.  Garvin. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockadinq  Squadron, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  April  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  order,  to  inform  you  in  writing  as  to  the  nature 
and  time  of  the  order  I  passed  to  the  senior  engineer  of  the  United  States  steam 
tug  Poppy,  I  would  respectfully  state  that  I  have  been  frequently  requested  to 
give  orders  to  the  tugs  "  to  stop  blowing  off  steam."  Wuenever  this  request  has 
been  made,  I  have  always  informed  the  officers  that  it  could  not  be  done,  and  at 
the  same  time  have  the  tugs  ready  for  instant  use. 

The  last  request  of  this  kind  was  made  to  me  about  a  month  since,  by  the 
executive  officer  of  this  ship,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  B.  Wilder, 
who  informed  me  that  the  tug  Poppy  made  so  much  noise  by  blowing  off  steam, 
that  his  orders,  and  those  of  the  officer  of  the  deck,  could  not  be  beard.  I  in- 
formed Mr.  Wilder  that  I  would  see  the  senior  engineer  of  the  Poppy,  (when 
she  returned  with  the  mail,)  and  ascertain  what  could  be  done. 

On  the  return  of  that  vessel  I  sent  for  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  John 
Evans,  who  was  in  charge,  and  inquired  whether  he  could  not  avoid  so  much 
blowing  off  through  the  safety-valve,  (while  alongside  this  vessel,)  by  feeding 
and  blowing.  He  informed  me  that  he  did  blow  and  feed  as  much  as  he  conld 
and  keep  steam  to  be  ready  to  move ;  that  the  Poppy  was  carrying  the  mail, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  know  at  what  moment  the  bell  might  ring  to  get  under 
way.  1  told  him  he  was  doing  right,  and  if  he  could  not  keep  ready  without 
blowing,  then  he  would  have  to  continue  it,  but  to  avoid  raising  the  safety-valve 
higher  than  was  absolutely  necessary. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  F.  GARVIN, 
Fleet  Engineer,  N.  A.  B.  Squadrom. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
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EXPEDITION  TO  THE  VICINITY  OF  POQUETANK  CREEK. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off'  Newport  News,  Fa.,  April  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  Acting  Master  Wright,  United  States  i?teamer  Mystic,  reports,  under 
date  of  9tli  instant,  that  on  the  7th  instant  he  proceeded  up  York  river,  by  Gen- 
eral Wistai's  request,  to  co-operate  with  a  small  party  of  cavalry  sent  by  him 
to  Bcoat  the  vicinity  of  Poquetank  creek,  where  armed  boats  were  reported  to 
be  concealed.  The  Mystic,  with  a  small  body  of  infantry  aboard,  arrived  oppo- 
site the  creek  in  advance  of  the  cavalry,  and  sent  in  three  armed  boats  and  two 
skiffs  with  the  soldiers. 

They  landed  on  both  sides  the  creek,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  and  bring- 
ing off  one  large  pontoon,  two  boats,  eight  skiffs,  six  compasses,  and  fifty-eight 
(68)  new  oyster-tongs.     No  resistance  was  encountered,  nor  any  of  the  enemy 


After  further  search  for  any  boats  that  might  bo  secreted,  the  party  re-em- 
barked, and  the  Mystic  returned  to  her  anchorage  at  the  mouth  of  York  river. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock  to  send  these  captured  arti- 
cles to  Washington,  with  proper  witnesses,  as  in  the  former  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


DESTRUCTION  OP  fiTTATE  SALT  WORKS  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off*  Newport  News,  Virginia,  April  26,  1864. 

Sir:  The  statements  of  refugees  received  on  board  the  Niphon,  off  Wilming- 
tODf  on  the  7th  instant,  indicating  that  the  extensive  and  valuable  State  salt 
works  in  that  vicinity  are  weakly  defended,  and  might  be  destroyed,  I  directed 
Captain  Sands  to  organize  a  boat  expedition,  under  command  of  Acting  Volun- 
teer Lieutenant  Breck,  to  effect  this  important  object. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  the  department  of  the  complete  success  of  the  expedi- 
tion, which  resulted  in  the  complete  destruction  of  one  large  steam- pump,  boilers 
and  engine  attached,  seven  large  boilers,  about  two  hundred  salt-pans,  the  large 
vats*  reservoirs,  and  out-buildings  of  the  establishment,  a  large  wind-mill,  and 
fifty  or  sixty  government  wagons  witli  harness  complete.  The  furnaces  and 
boilers  were  blown  to  fragments  with  thirty-pound  shell.  One  hundred  and  sixty 
conscriptt«  were  captured,  of  whom  but  fifty  could  be  brought  off  in  the  boats 
across  the  rough  bar.  Complete  order  and  discipline  were  observed,  much  to  the 
credit  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged.  The  work  was  well  and  quickly  done, 
the  bar  at  Masonboro'  safely  crossed  and  recrossed  on  the  same  tide,  and  the 
▼igilance  of  the  military  force  close  by  completely  elud<*d.  My  thanks  are  espe- 
euilly  due  to  Captain  Sands  and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck  for  the 
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good  arrangements  made,  and  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  they  were  executed. 

I  have  taken  the  pilots  Orell  and  Puckett  into  government  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfidly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Additional  Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Neioport  NewSf  Virginia,  April  26, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  the  official  instructions  given,  and  reports  made,  respecting  the 
destruction  of  the  State  salt  works  at  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  on  the  22d 
instant,  by  an  expedition  under  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck,  despatched 
under  my  instructions  to  accomplish  this  important  service  as  stated  in  my  num- 
ber 270  of  this  date,  as  follows  : 

1.  My  letter  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck,  of  the  22d  ultimo. 

2.  Copy  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck's  reply  of  April  1  to  No.  1, 
with  my  indorsement  of  April  6,  addressed  to  Captain  Sands,  and  his  in- 
dorsement of  April  22. 

3.  Report  of  Captain  Sands  of  April  22,  with  its  enclosures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A»  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  WELLEts, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Lee  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  Va.,  March  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  from  Captain  Sands  the  statements  of  refugees  taken  on 
board  the  Niphon  on  the  7th  instant. 

Can  you  obtain  information  of  any  practicable  way  of  reaching  and  destroying 
the  State  salt  works,  which  these  persons  agree  in  saying  are  weakly  defended  ? 
Respectfully,  yours,  S.  P.  LEE, 

Commanding  N  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  B.  Breck, 

United  States  Steamer  Niphon. 


Letter  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck  to  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee. 

United  States  Steamer  Niphon, 

Off  New  Inlet,  N.  C,  April  1.  1864. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  communication  of  22d  March,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  one  of  the  refugees  spoken  of,  a  Mr.  Pucket,  offered  to  pilot  boats  into 
Masonboro'  sound  to  destroy  the  salt  works,  provided  we  would  take  off  the 
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people  employed  there,  as  they  would  be  conscripted  into  the  rebel  army  if  the 
woAb  were  destroyed.  He  seemed  to  think  a  force  of  forty  to  fifty  men  would 
be  tmple,  and  that  boats  could  land  very  near  the  works.  This  individual  is 
now  at  Beaufort,  North  Carolina,  and  has  applied  to  me  for  a  position  as  pilot. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«r.  B.  BRElCIv, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Conidg  U.  S,  Steamer  Niphon, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 

Indorsed  on  above  letter : 

Minnesota,  April  6,  1864. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck,  under  date  of  7th  ultimo,  reports  picking 
op  a  small  boat  containing  six  (6)  refugees,  and  gives  their  statements  in  relation 
to  the  salt  works  as  follows : 

J.  H.  Pucket  says :  The  State  salt  works  in  the  sound  are  only  protected  by 
a  few  pickets,  and  could  be  easily  destroyed.  The  men  employed  there  are 
anxious  Co  escape.  There  is  but  one  battery  on  the  beach  between  Masonboro' 
mlet  and  Fort  Fisher. 

John  Sears  states :  The  State  salt  works  could  be  easily  destroyed,  and  the 
men  employed  in  them  would  make  their  escape  if  the  pickets  were  driven  away. 

John  Wheeler  states :  There  is  a  large  number  of  persons  employed  in  the 
State  salt  works.  The  works  are  unprotected  and  could  be  destroyed  by  a 
small  force.     The  men  employed  there  arc  anxious  to  escape. 

The  within  reply  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck  is  referred  to  Captain 
Sands,  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  examine  these  refugees,  obtain  the  services 
of  one  or  more  as  guides,  and  to  send  a  sufficient  expedition,  under  Acting 
Volonteer  Lieutenant  Breck,  to  destroy  these  salt  works,  if  the  project  holds 
oat  a  reasonable  prospect  of  success.  Pucket  may  be  taken  into  service  as  a 
pUot,  if  qualified  and  needed. 

Indorse  your  action  and  return. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A.  B,  Squadron. 

Retomed  April  26,  indorsed  as  below : 

United  States  Steamer  Fort  Jackson, 

Of  Wilmington,  N.  C„  April  22,  1864*. 

Expedition  sent  accordingly,  and  the  salt  works  successfully  destroyed. 
Report  will  follow. 

B.  F.  SANDS. 
Cajjtain^U.  S,  N.,  Senior  Officer  off  Wilmington, 


Report  of  Captain  B.  F.  Sands. 

United  States  Steamer  Fort  Jackson, 
Off  New  Inlet,  Cape  Fear  River,  April  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  authority  conveyed  by  your  indorsement  upon 
the  communication  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Breck  to  you,  dated  1st 
April,  1864,  1  have  to  report  that«  as  soon  as  practicable  after  my  arrival  here, 
I  despatched  the  Niphon  to  Beaufort  for  the  necessary  guides,  and  organized 
mn  expedition  consisting  of  three  (3)  boats'  crews  and  officers  from  the  Niphon, 
OJM  (1)  from  the  Howquah,  and  two  from  this  ship,  the  latter  in  charge  of 
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Acting  Masters  W.  E.  Dennison  and  R.  P.  Swann,  and  Master's  Mates  Eytinge 
and  Moore,  of  this  ship — six  (6)  boats  and  seventy-two  (72)  men,  exclusive  of 
officers — all  under  the  command  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Breck, 
commanding  United  States  steamer  Niphon,  to  destroy  the  extensive  State  salt 
works  at  Masonboro',  North  Carolina.  Surgeon  P.  S.  Wales,  of  this  ship, 
volunteered  and  accompanied  them. 

After  sunset  last  evening  the  Niphnn  and  Howquah  took  up  positions  off 
Masonboro'  inlet,  the  latter  to  take  possession  of  and  shell  the  beach  to  the 
southward  of  the  inlet,  to  cover  their  retreat,  and  the  expedition  was  started  in. 

Before  10  p.  m.  the  work  of  destruction  was  accomplished,  returning  to  the 
vessels  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  after  demolishing  and  burning  fifty  (50) 
goveinment  wagons,  seven  (7)  large  buildings  containing  boilers,  two  (2)  horse- 
sheds,  one  (1)  windmill,  one  (1)  large  and  valuable  steam-pump,  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty  (180)  salt-pans,  which  turned  out  one  hundred  and  ninety 
bushels  of  salt  per  day,  employing  over  two  hundred  conscripts.  Sixty-two 
prisoners  (conscripts)  were  brought  off  in  the  boat,  and  as  many  or  more  were 
left  behind  for  want  of  room  in  the  boats.  It  was  a  complete  surpri^  and  most 
admirably  conducted. 

These  were  the  most  extensive  salt  works  in  the  State.  Their  loss  will  be 
severely  felt  by  the  enemy,  as  they  were  their  main  reliance  for  meat-packing, 
and  the  amount  of  property  destroyed  must  be  hundreds  of  thousands  «f  dollars. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Breck,  commanding  expedition,  and  Acting 
Master  Balch,  commanding  Howquah,  heartily  indorsing  their  commendations 
of  the  steady  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  expedition,  showing  the 
goopl  discipline  of  all,  and  will  add  that  Acting  Masters  Dennison  and  Swann, 
of  this  vessel,  have  before  been  conspicuous  for  gallantry — the  former  wounded 
twice,  severely,  in  the  destruction  of  salt  works  on  the  west  coast  of  Florida, 
and  the  latter  for  his  conduct  when  in  charge  of  the  naval  batteries  landed  at 
Vicksburg.     *     *     * 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  Orell  aiid  J.  H.  Pucket  be  appointed  pilots  m 
the  navy  for  their  faithfulness  in  guiding  the  expedition  which  has  resulted  so 
successfully. 

Enclosed  is  a  sketch  showing  the  locality  of  the  destroyed  works  and  the 
route  taken  by  the  party. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  SANDS, 
Captain  Z7.  S.  N.,  Senior  Officer  off  WilmingUm. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Conimandins^  N,  A,  B,  Squadran, 
•  Flag-SJiip  Minnesota  J  off  Netoport  News,  Va, 


Report  of  Acting   Volunteer  Lieutenant  J,  £,  Breck, 

United  States  Steamer  Niphon, 
Off  New  Met,  North  Carolina,  April  22, 1864. 

Sir  ;  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  entire  destruc- 
tion of  the  State  salt  works  on  Masonboro'  sound.  At  6.30  p.  m.  of  the  21st 
the  steamer  Howquah  proceedc^d  to  station  number  4,  with  orders  at  dark  to  send 
in  a  boat  with  crew  to  be  landed  and  to  march  up  the  beach  to  the  northward  to 
Masonboro'  inlet,  and  to  capture  all  pickets  which  they  might  find,  and  hold  the 
point  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  inlet,  to  prevent  the  boats  going  into  the 
sound  from  being  cut  off  on  their  return ;  all  of  which  was  successfully  accom- 
plished by  Acting  Master  Balch,  commanding  the  Howquah.  Placing  this 
steamer  in  oommand  of  Acting  Ensign  N.  Larsen,  the  expedition  left  at  7  p.  m. 
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conristiog  of  Ist  cntter  of  steamer  Fort  Jackson,  commanded  bj  Acting  Master 
DennisoD,  accompanied  bj  Acting  Master's  Mate  Ey tinge  and  sixteen  Q6)  men ; 
2d  cntter  of  steamer  Fort  Jackson,  commanded  by  Acting  Master  Swann,  ac- 
companied by  Acting  Master's  Mate  Moore  and  sixteen  (16)  men  ;  Ist  launch 
of  tbis  steamer,  commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  Henry  S.  Borden,  executive 
officer.  Senior  Engineer  T.  L.  Churchill,  Acting  Master's  Mate  George  W. 
Bihies,  and  seventeen  (17)  men;  2d  launch  of  this  steamer,  commanded  by 
Acting  Ensign  E.  N.  Semon,  and  Pilot  J.  H.  Pucket,  and  seventeen  (17)  men  ; 
the  2d  cutter  of  steamer  Howquah,  commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  St.  John's, 
and  crew  of  ten  (10)  men  ;  and  the  gig  of  this  steamer  commanded  by  myself, 
in  command  of  the  expedition,  accompanied  by  3d  Assistant  Engineer  Sanborn, 
Fimncis  Belmanna,  surgeon's  steward,  in  charge,  J.  J.  Orel!,  pilot,  and  twelve 
(12)  men.  We  proceeded  across  the  bar  through  heavy  breakers  without 
accident,  and  after  some  delay  by  getting  ashore,  and  the  narrow  channels, 
reached  the  State  salt  works  shortly  before  0  oclock.  We  landed  and  got  in 
letr  of  the  works  witLout  being  discovered,  threw  out  pickets  and  commenced 
the  work  of  destruction,  and  succeeded  in  totally  det^troying  the  works  and 
ererjthing  connected  with  them.  As  near  as  we  could  ascertain,  the  work 
bebg  done  so  quickly,  we  destroyed  fifty  or  sixty  large  government  wagons 
and  harnesses,  one  large  steam-pump  boiler  and  engine  attached,  one  large 
windmill,  several  horse-sheds,  seven  (7)  large  boilers  and  some  two  hundred 

S200)  salt-pans,  large  vats,  reservoirs,  and  out-buildings  attached.  After 
lestrojring  the  pans  and  vats,  we  threw  30-pound  shell  into  all  the  furnaces  and 
under  all  the  boilers,  which  blew  them  all  to  fragments ;  captured  one  hundred 
and  sixty  (160)  conscripts  engaged  in  the  salt  works.  Wc  learned  that  there 
were  two  companies  of  artillery  and  one  of  cavalry  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  QB.  We  learned  also  that  one  of  our  prisoners  had  escaped  and  taken 
the  road  to  Wilmington,  that  city  being  but  seven  (7)  miles  from  us.  Fearing 
that  if  1  remained  over  another  tide,  and  we  could  not  cross  the  bar  at  low  water, 
I  night  be  captured,  and  having  accomplished  all  I  intended  to,  took  as  many 
pisoners  as  the  boats  would  carry,  sixty  (60)  in  all,  and  started  for  this  steamer. 
Got  aboard  at  1 1  o'clock  without  accident  of  any  kind.  Made  signal  to  the 
Howquah  "all  aboard,"  when  Captain  Balch  withdrew  his  men  from  the  point, 
all  safe.  Thinking  there  might  be  some  pickets  near  the  Half-Moon  battery,  I 
itationed  the  Howquah  to  guard  the  entrance,  and  proceeded  with  the  Niphon 
near  the  Half-Moon  battery,  landed  fifty  (50)  men  wiih  orders  to  sweep  the 
beach  to  Masonboro'  inlet,  a  distance  of  about  ten  (10)  miles;  found  no  pickets, 
they  having  been  drawn  in,  but  found  and  brought  off  four  (4)  refugees,  one 
woman  and  three  men. 

At  3.30  all  boats  returned  on  board,  and  at  daylight  stood    close   in  to  the 
beach,  and  threw  a  few  shell  into  a  rebel  camp  on  the  mainland.     At  7  a.  m.  the 
Niphon  and  Howquah  left  Masonboro'  inlet  and  reported  to  senior  officer  B.  F. 
Sands.     I  have  to  express  my  high  admiration  of  both   officers  and  men,  the 
good  discipline,  and  the  strict  obedience  to  orders,  without  which  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  accomplish  so  much  in  so  short  a  time.     There  was  no  leav- 
ing their  posts  ;  and  when  ordered  to  search  the  surrounding  houses,  no  persons 
were  insnlted  or  private  property  injured.     The  success  of  the  expedition  with- 
oat  loss  or  accident  is  due  to  them,  and  my  thanks  also  are  due  to  our  guides, 
Orell  and  Pneket,  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duty. 
I  would  also  add  that  Surgeon  P.  S.  Wales,  of  the  Fort  Jackson,  was  detailed 
fyr  duty  to  this  vessel  for  the  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  BRECK, 
Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Niphon, 
Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  « 

Senior  Officer  present. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  J,  W,  Balch, 

United  States  Steamer  HowauAH, 

Off  New  Inlet,  N.  C,  AprtI  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  April  21, 1  reported  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  J.  B.  Breck,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Nipbon,  and  bj 
orders  from  bim  sent  (at  4  p.  m.)  tbe  second  cutter,  in  cbarge  of  Acting  Ensign 
G.  P.  St.  Jobn,  and  ten  men  to  report  to  bim.  At  4.30  p.  m.  got  under  way 
and  proceeded  to  station  number  (4.)  At  dark  I  sent  in  first  cutter,  in  cbarge 
of  Acting  Ensign  and  Executive  Officer  R.  W.  Rountree,  accompanied  by 
Acting  Masters  Mate  F.  P.  Haskell,  of  tbis  sbip,  and  Acting  Ensign  J.  J. 
Reagan,  of  tbe  United  States  steamer  Nipbon,  as  guide,  witb  twelve  men,  to  marcb 
up  tbe  beacb  to  Masonboro'  inlet,  and  capture  all  pickets  they  migbt  find,  and 
to  bold  tbe  point  on  tbe  soutb  side  of  tbe  inlet,  to  protect  tbe  boats  returning 
from  tbe  sound;  tbe  Howquab  proceeding  up  tbe  beacb  in  tbree  fatboms  of 
water  to  sbell  tbe  beacb  in  case  of  an  attack  from  tbe  southward.  At  10  p.  m. 
our  pickets  were  fired  upon  by  tbe  cavalry.  Not  being  able  to  surround,  fired 
upon  tliem  ;  one  man  was  seen  to  fall,  but  was  carried  off  by  bis  companions. 
Tbey  followed  tbem,  finding  his  rifle.  At  10.15  p.  m.  signals  were  made  to 
shell  tbe  beach  southward,  and  I  commenced  shelling.  At  10.35  p.  m.  signals 
were  made  to  cease  firing.  At  10.45  first  cutter  returned  with  eleven  conscripts, 
and  immediately  returned  for  the  rest  of  our  men.  At  11.20  all  boats  returned 
on  board,  having  accomplished  the  duty  sent  to  perform,  without  loss  or  ac- 
cident. 

In  submitting  tbis  report  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the  coolness  of 
the  officers  and  good  conduct  of  the  men. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BALCH. 
Acting  Master,  Com^dg  U.  S,  Steamer  Howquah, 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


REBEL  RAM  NORTH  CAROLINA  AT  WILMINGTON. 

Report  of  Captain  B,  F.  Sands. 

United  States  Steamer  Fort  Jackson, 
^  Cape  Fear  River,  May  8,  1864. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Porter,  com« 
manding  United  States  steamer  Nansemond,  of  having  exchanged  shots  with 
the  iron-clad  ram,  (North  Carolina,)  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant,  off  New 
inlet.  She  seems  to  have  been  satisfied  with  her  exploit  in  keeping  away  the 
small  vessels  that  were  stationed  on  the  bar,  and  steamed  away  mside  at  the 
prospect  of  encountering  heavier  metal  in  the  light  of  the  day. 

Commander  Parker,  whom  I  left  senior  officer  on  that  side,  sent  the  Naime- 
mond  on  this  side  yesterday  to  report  the  affairs  and  to  warn  the  vessels  here. 
The  Quaker  City  was  here  transferring  some  men  to  the  d.fferent  vessels,  and 
I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  detain  her  for  the  present,  or  until  other  vessels  arrived 
to  strengthen  tbe  blockade  and  to  meet  our  new  ememy.     •       •       •       •       • 

The  principal  object,  it  seems  to  me,  after  tbe  result  of  the  enemy's  iron-clad 
experiment  of  the  night  before  last,  is  for  her  to  aid  the  out-going  and  in-coming 
of  the  runners  by  driving  off  the  vessels  stationed  on  and  near  the  bar,  for 
which  the  light  recently  erected  upon  the  Mou§d  fort  is  an  excellent  aid  as  a 
leading  mark  for  the  night. 
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last  night  was  quiet;  we  heard  only  one  gun,  about  10  o'clock.  The  mode- 
lite  south  west  breeze  possibly  making  the  bar  rough,  or  they  may  be  satisfied 
with  the  first  trial  for  a  few  nights.  When  she  comes  again  we  will  try  to  give 
a  good  account  of  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  SANDS,  ^ 
Captain  U.  S,  Navt/t  Senior  Officer  present. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Cam'dg  N.  A.  B,  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


,    Report  of  Acting  EHsign  J,  H.  Porter, 

United  States  Steamer  Nansemond, 

Off  Wilmington,  N,  C,  May  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  Commander  Parker  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  occurrences  of  last  night  and  this  morning  off  New  inlet : 

At  8^0  p.  m.,  while  on  station  No.  3,  in  six  and  a  quarter  fathoms,  saw  a  rocket 
thrown  from  the  northward,  and  in  an  easterly  direction,  and  saw  the  flashes  of 
two  guns,  followed  soon  after  by  other  rockets  and  the  flash  and  reports  of  two 
|;iiii8.  Thinking  a  blockade  runner  had  passed  out,  I  steamed  a  short  distance 
Bortheasty  and  saw  the  United  States  steamer  Britannia  running  off  shore,  but 
leeiDg  another  vessel,  and  believing  it  unsafe  to  leave  the  bar  un watched,  re- 
tuned  to  our  station.  Shortly  after  saw  a  blue  light  burned  apparently  near 
the  buoy.  At  9.30  p.  m.  exchanged  signals  with  and  spoke  the  United  States 
Btetmer  Howauah.  After  this  nothing  unusual  occurred  until  11.45  p.  m.,  when 
ve  discovered  a  sail  bearing  east  by  south,  apparently  still.  iSteamed  up 
towtrds  her,  and  made  the  challenge  light,  which  was  answered  by  one  flash  of 
A  white  light,  and  at  the  same  time  the  strange  vessel  started  ahead,  steering 
Bortheaaty  and  crossing  our  bow ;  put  our  helm  hard  a-starboard  to  prevent  col- 
Hnon,  and  challenged  again,  which  was  answered  by  a  steady  red  light,  the 
wad  now  steering  directly  for  us.  Challenged  a  third  time  with  the  Coston 
Ngnal  for  the  night,  not  being  answered,  opened  fire  on  her  from  the  24-pounder 
Ikowitier  aflt.  She  immediately  replied  by  a  shot,  which  passed  over  and  near 
Ott  walking  beam,  the  vessel  at  this  time  not  over  five  hundred  yards  from  us. 
Could  see  the  outline  of  her  hull  and  the  white  water  from  her  propeller.  Fired 
mother  shot  from  the  24-poundcr,  which  was  returned,  the  shot  again  passing 
over  08.  The  vessel  coming  up  with,  (going  I  should  judge  from  six  to  seven 
knots,)  put  on  more  steam  to  get  out  of  range,  and  fired  a  blue  light,  which  she 
fired  at  while  burning,  but  without  doing  any  damage.  After  burning  the  blue 
lightt  we  suddenly  lost  sight  of  her  until  daylight  this  morning,  when  we  dis- 
eovered  her  lying  in  shore,  in  a  W.SW.  direction  from  the  buoy.  At  the  same 
time  sighted  the  Howquah,  a  short  distance  to  the  southward  of  us.  As  soon 
as  she  could  distinguish  us,  the  vessel  started  out  and  fired  four  shots  at  the 
Howauah,  one  going  through  her  smoke-stack,  near  the  top.  Howquah  replied, 
but  think  her  shot  fell  short.  Strange  vessel  then  altered  her  course,  steering 
for  this  vei^sel,  and  fired  one  shot,  which  burst  before  reaching;  returned  fire 
with  the  24-pounder,  but  out  of  range.  The  Mount  Vernon  and  Kansas  coming  up, 
fired  and  received  several  shots,  without  injury  on  either  side.  At  7.15  a.  m. 
she  turned  and  steamed  in  toward  the  bar,  and  at  8.30  passed  inside,  accom- 
panied by  two  small  tug-boats,  which  had  lain  outside  during  the  morning. 

The  United  States  steamers  Tuscarora  and  Britannia  arrived  from  the  east- 
ward* and  the  Niphon  and  Fahkee  from  the  northward,  just  after  she  started  in. 

The  appearance  of  the  vessel  is  like  a  large  vessel  cut  down  to  the  water- 
line  and  a  house  built  on  and  plated.    The  sides  of  the  house  are  arched  ^ 
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and  having  three  ports  on  a  side,  and  one  in  each  end;  she  has  one  smoke-stack 
and  a  small  flag-pole  aft.  Goes,  I  think,  six  to  seven  knots,  and  turns  very 
quickly.  The  guns  fired  at  us  during  the  night  were  not  heavier  than  SO-pounders, 
but  this  morning  she  used  much  heavier  ones,  some  think  10-inch. 

She  flies  the  rebel  flag,  and  is  to  all  appearances  a  very  formidable  craft. 
I  learned  this  morning  that  the  Britannia  was  chased  off  by  her  at  8  30  last 
night,  and  escaped  with  some  difficulty,  fortunately  without  being  hit,  though 
several  shots  came  very  near  her.     I  was  not  able  to  learn  the  extent  of  the 
damage  to  the  Howquah,  but  think  it  trifling. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  PORTER. 
Acting  EnsigTit  Commanding  Namemond, 
Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Senior  Officer^  off  Wilmington^  Western  Bar, 


Report  of  Commander  William  A,  Parker, 

United  States  Steam  Sloop  Tuscarora, 

Off  New  Inlet,  N.  C,  May  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  an  iron-clad  ram  came  oat  over  the  bar  at  aboat 
8  o'clock  (at  high  water)  last  night  and  engaged  the  Nansemond  and  Britaimia» 
stationed  at  the  bar,  but  without  doing  any  damage. 

At  daylight  this  morning  she  was  discovered  standing  oat  towards  the  baoj 
which  marks  the  day  anchorage  off  the  bar. 

She  was  engaged  by  the  Mount  Vernon,  Kansas,  Howqaah,  Nansemond,  and 
Britannia. 

The  Tuscarora  had  the  outer  station,  about  six  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the 
buoy,  and  we  did  not  see  her  till  after  sunrise.  We  stood  for  her  to  reconnoitre, 
but  did  not  get  within  fighting  distance.  At  a  little  before  7  o'clock  the  nun 
returned  and  went  over  the  bar.  The  smoke-stack  of  the  Howaoah  was  stmck 
once  about  two-thirds  of  the  way  up  from  the  deck  with  a  rifled  shot,  which 
made  a  hole  about  twenty-three  inches  by  sixteen  inches,  and  which  appeared 
to  be  an  8-inch  rifled  shot.  The  ram  being  about  1^  mile  distant  by  estimfto 
tion. 

The  Howquah  fired  sixteen  ( 16)  30  pounder  Parrott  rifled  shot,  and  stmck 
the  ram  twice.  It  is  believed  that  none  of  the  other  vessels  hit  the  ram.  There 
were  three  other  steamers  in  sight  inside  the  bar,  but  only  one  was  iron-dad 
apparently. 

A  blockade  runner  ran  out  over  the  bar  last  night  at  the  same  time  that  the 
ram  came  out,  and  was  chased  by  the  Nereus,  stationed  just  outside  the  bnoy. 

This  ram  appeared  to  be  about  the  same  size  and  model  as  the  Atlanta,  and 
was  a  most  ibrmidable  and  dangerous  looking  vessel. 

There  was  a  house  on  deck  arched  over,  but  with  a  flat  top  and  sloping  sides ; 
she  carried  3  guns  on  each  side  and  one  at  each  end,  either  8-inch  or  10- 
inch  rifled  guns. 

If  she  comes  out  to-night  I  shall  engage  her  with  the  Tuscarora. 

I  enclose  herewith  reports  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Trathen 
and  Acting  Master  J.  W.  Balch. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PARKER. 

ComMOMaer, 

Acting  Rear  Admiral  S.  P.  Lbr, 

"  Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roadif  Va, 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Ldeutenant  Samuel  Huse. 

United  ^TATES  Steamer  Britannia, 

Of  New  Inlet,  N,  C,  AJai/  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  instant,  on  going  in  on 

itation  No.  1, 1  noticed  a  suspicious  looking  vessel,  which  I  took  to  be  one  of 

the  rebel  iron-clad  rams,  inside  the  bar.     I  accordingly  ran  in  closer  than  usual, 

and  tbi'  fact  that  we  were  not  tired  on,  (tl\ough  it  was  still  quite  light,  and  were 

vithiD  easy  range,)  tended  to  confirm  my  suspicions.     Red,  green,  and  white 

lanterns  were  used  in  a  manner  quite  different  from  anything  ever  noticed  there 

before.     I  managed  to  keep  sight  of  the  suspected  vessel,  and  saw  her  creep 

eaatiouslj  up  toward  Fort  Fisher,  preceded  by  these  lights  as  guides.     At 

aboat  8.30  she  turned  directly  for  this  ship,  in  company  with  another  vessel, 

and  ran  at  full  speed.     I  fired  several  rockets,  and  fired  my  30- pounder  Parrott 

at  her,  but  as  she  kept  on  directly  after  us  I  ran  for  the  buoy,  firing  at  her  with 

24-pounder  howitzer.     She  then  commenced  firing  at  us.     The  first  shot  put 

oat  our  binnacle  light,  and  the  next  went  a  little  over  the  starboard  paddle-box, 

Boan'iing  very  like  a   100-pounder  Parrott  shot  when  it  tumbles.     We  now 

burned  a  blue  light,  when  the  enemy  fired  again.     Our  course  was  changed 

three  times,  hoping  to  elude  him,  but  he  followed  and  gained  on  us  considerably, 

being  within  about  600  yards  when  we  passed  the  buoy.     At  which  time  we 

hauled  np  short  northeast,  and  think  he  went  on  east-southeast,  as  we  shortly 

after  heard  a  gun  fired  in  that  direction.     I  laid  between  one  and  two  miles  to 

caetward  of  the  buoy  and  burned  several  Coston  signals,  wishing  to  communi- 

ette  with  other  ships  of  the  Heet.     At  about  midnight  saw  a  blue  light,  and 

heard  a  gnn  from  near  the  buoy ;  shortly  afterwards  fell  in  with  the  Kansas, 

and  was  desired  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Watmough,  commanding  her,  to 

find  the  Tuscarora  as  soon  after  daylight  as  possible,  and  communicate  the  facts 

to  the  senior  ofiicer.     When  day  broke  we  made  the  enemy  west-southwest  en- 

ngiog  the  Nansemond  and  Howquah ;  shortly  after  the  Mount  Vernon  and 

Kansas  steamed  towards  her  and  commenced  firing.     On  making  the  Tuscarora 

I  proceeded  to  her,  reported  to  Commander  Parker,  and  returned  with  him  to- 

vards  the  fleet.     By  this  time  the  enemy,  accompanied  by  two  other  boats,  had 

fteamed  in  and  was  under  the  guns  of  the  fort.     The  vessel  which  accompanied 

the  ram  out  steered  off  to  the  northeast  when  the  firing  commenced. 

I  think  she  was  a  blockade  runner,  though  we  then  supposed  her  to  be  a  gun- 
boat 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

samup:l  huse. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Ja?nes  Trathen, 

United  States  Steamer  Mount  Vernon, 

OJ'  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  May  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6.30  p.  m.  yosterday  we  observed  in 
New  inlet,  behind  Fort  Fisher,  which  bore  by  compass  NVV.  by  W.,  distant 
three  miles,  four  steamers,  two  of  which  appeared  to  be  for  river  service  and  two 
aeft-going,  one  of  the  former  having  the  appearance  of  an  iron-clad  rebel  ram. 
At  6.45  p.  m.  we  steamed  down  to  our  night  station  No.  5,  end  of  woods  on 
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Bald  Head,  bearing  W.NW. ;  at  8.30  p.  m.  saw  two  rockets  thrown  from  the 
vicinity  of  Fort  Fisher  in  a  S.SE.  direction,  and  saw  the  flashes  of  five  guns ; 
steamed  ahead  under  full  speed,  steering  to  the  southward  and  eastward  in 
order  to  intercept  any  vessel  trying  to^  escape  from  New  inlet,  after  having  run 
eight  milei*,  and  seeing  nothing,  we  returned  to  our  night  station.  Everything 
remained  quiet  until  12.15  a  m.  of  this  date,  when  we  heard  the  report  of  seven 
heavy  guns  and  saw  the  flashes  of  six  more ;  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and 
cleared  the  ship  for  action,  and  steamed  towards  Fort  Fisher  to  ascertain  the 
cause.  After  arriving  at  the  station  usually  occupied  by  the  senior  officer, 
seeing  nothing,  and  everything  appeared  quiet,  we  returned  slowly  to  our  night 
station.  At  4  a.  m.,  as  day  began  to  break,  we  steamed  towards  Fort  Fisher 
again,  and  at  4.45  a.  m.  saw  United  States  steamers  Howquah  and  Nansemond 
bearing  N.  by  W. ;  the  United  States  steamer  Howquah  fired  a  shot  and  hoisted 
her  ensign  ;  the  shot  was  returned  by  a  vessel  in  towards  the  shore ;  hoisted  our 
colors  and  started  ahead  towards  them,  and  cleared  ship  for  action.  At  5  a.  m. 
discovered  the  strange  vessel  to  be  a  rebel  iron-clad  ram  flying  the  rebel  flag  aft 
and  English  red  ensign  forward,  and  engaged  with  the  Howquah ;  we  then 
steamed  down  close  to  the  Howquah's  port  quarters  to  draw  the  fire  of  the  ram 
from  her,  and  opened  fire  on  her  with  the  one  hundred-pounder  Parrott  rifle  and 
nine-inch  guns ;  about  the  same  time  United  States  steamer  Kansas  also  opened 
fire  on  her. 

At  sunrise  United  States  steamer  Tuscarora  and  Britannia  in  sight,  coming 
in  to  the  anchorage.  At  6.30  a.  m.  the  ram  steered  towards  Fort  Fisher,  ac- 
companied by  two  other  steamers,  one  apparently  an  iron-clad  gunboat,  and  * 
the  other  a  tug-boat ;  she  was  pursued  by  the  United  States  steamers  Howquah, 
Kansas,  Niphon,  Nansemond,  and  this  ship.  At  7  a.  m.  she  crossed  New  Inlet 
bar  and  entered  the  river,  and  was  saluted  by  the  different  batteries  as  she 
passed  in. 

This  ram  resembles  very  much  the  Atlanta,  captured  from  the  rebels,  but  iB 
much  larger  than  that  vessel. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  TRATHEN, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Commander  William  A.  Parkbr, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamship  Tuscarora, 

and  Senior  Officer  present. 

Forwarded  by  William  ^.  Parker,  commander. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  J.  W.  Balch. 

United  States  Steamer  Howquah, 
Of  Neio  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  May  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  while  cruising  on  our  station  (No.  7)  between 
five  and  six  fathoms  of  water,  at  8.3  p.  m.  of  the  6th  instant,  saw  the  flash  of 
two  guns  bearing  N.NE.,  and  three  rockets  fired  to  the  southward  and  east- 
ward. I  supposed  a  blockade  runner  running  in  in  that  direction,  and  run  E.SE. 
to  head  him  off;  stood  out  as  far  as  the  buoy.  At  9.10  p.  m.,  while  standing 
back  to  our  station,  made  a  steamer  bearing  NE.  by  E. ;  stood  for  and  chal- 
lenged her  with  night  signals ;  not  being  answered,  fired  the  30-poander  rifle 
at  her,  stood  for,  and  spoke  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  United  States  steamer 
Nansemond.  At  9.30  p.  m.  saw  a  white  or  blue  light,  (not  certain  which;)  saw 
Hash,  and  heard  report  of  three  guns,  but  from  rockets  being  thrown,  Bappoeed 
a  blockade  runner  to  be  running  out ;  stood  out  to  cut  her  off  if  possible.    At 
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11  p.  m.,  not  seeing  anything,  stood  in  for  our  station.    At  midnight  saw  "  Cos- 
ton  signal'*  and  a  white  or  blue  light ;  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report  of 
three  gnns  bearing  NE.  by  E.  ^  E. ;  stood  for  it  but  could  see  nothing,  and  re- 
turned to  our  station.     At  2.35   saw  a  rocket  thrown  from  the  N.NE.  to  the 
8J3E. ;  stood  out  but  could  see  nothing,  and  returned  again  to  our  station.     At 
i25  a.  m.  of  the  7th  instant,  United  States  steamer  Nansemond  bore  E.  by 
N.,  distance  1^  mile;  at  the  same  time  saw  a  strange  steamer  bearing  NW.  by 
N.,  in  line  with  Fort  Fisher,  (burning  soft  coal,)  distance   1 J   miles.      She 
vored  to  be  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  North  Carolina,  with  confederate  ensign 
Ijing,  accompanied  by  one  armed  steamer  and  two  tug- boats.     There  were  no 
other  blockaders  in  si^ht  at  this  time  except  the  United  States  steamer  Nanse- 
mond ;  called  all  hands  to  quarters.     The  ram  making  towards  us  fast,  (good 
lix  knots  per  hour,)  wore  ship  head  off  shore  and  commenced  firing  at  her,  our 
ihot  striking  near  her.     She  returned  the  fire  with  her  bow  gun,  the  shell  ex- 
^odiDg  close  to  our  starboard  quarter,  we  moving  slowly  toward?  the  buoy,  the 
nm  following  and  firing  from  her  bow  and  broadside  guns.     We  kept  within 
lange*  and  fighting  him  out  as  far  as  the  buoy,  (on  station  No.  1.)     At  5  a.  m. 
Dnited  States  steamer  Mount  Yemon  in  sight,  bearing  S.SE.,  and  steaming  to 
our  assistance.     At  5.20  the  United  States  steamers  Fahkee  and  Niphon  in 
sight,  coming  from  stations  to  the  northward.     At  5.30  United  States  steamer 
Mount  Yemon  fired  four  shells  at  the  ram,  all  falling  short.     At  5.50  made  the 
United  States  steamers  Tuscarora,  Kansas  and  Britannia,  bearing  to  the  east- 
ward.   At  6  a.  m.  the  ram  near  the  buoy  fired  at  us  her  fifth  and  last  shot, 
gomg  through  our  smoke-stack  about  two- thirds  of  the  way  up,  (apparently  an 
dght-incb  rifle  shot.)     We  tired  fourteen  30-pounder  solid  shot,  two  30-pounder 
perenssion  shell,  and  three  shells  from  12-pounder  howitzer — two  of  our  shells 
•trikiog  him.     At  6.15  United  States  steamer  Kansas  came  in,  and  fired  two 
ibell,  both  falling  short,  ram  steaming  towards  the  bar  with  English  ensign  at 
the  fore.     At  6.45  came  to  anchor  near  the  buoy,  the  ram  going  in  over  the  bar. 
They  fired  a  salute  of  nine  guns  from  the  batteries.   The  rebel  ram  North  Caro- 
lina is  a  fac  simile  of  the  ram  Atlanta,  (larger,  if  anything.)     She  has  three 
ports  on  a  side  and  one  at  each  end,  with  a  torpedo  on  her  bow,  such  as  the 
Atlanta  had.     Fleet  anchored  at  8.15.     This  ship  was  the  last  to  leave  her 
station  and  the  first  on  it.     We  were  not  out  of  sight  of  the  buoy  at  any  time 
this  morning.     The  ofticers  and  crew  under  my  command  deserve  much  credit. 
I  enbmit  the  above  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  BALCH, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Howquah. 
Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer  present. 


HRING  ON  BOAT'S  CREW  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  MYSTIC. 
Beport  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Charles  A,  Bahcock, 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Morris, 

Off  liorkfown,  Virgin ia^  Mai/  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  in.^tant,  while 
brining  up  the  rear,  convoying  the  troops  from  Wepl  Point  to  this  place,  Act- 
ing Master  Wright,  commanding  United  Stateri  stoamer  Myotic,  eanie  on  board 
and  reported  that  he  had  seen  on  shore,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  some  par- 
ties waving  a  flag  of  truce,  whom  he  took  to  be  refugees  or  contrabands  wis»hing 
to  come  on  board.     He  informed  me  that  he  had  sent  an  armed  boat's  crew  on 
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shore  about  ODe-half  hour  previous,  in  charge  of  his  executive  officer,  and  that 
when  some  forty  rods  from  the  beach  the  boat  grounded.  Just  at  that  time 
some  guerillas  fired  four  shots  from  behind  a  bam  which  was  close  to  the 
beach,  one  ball  instantly  killing  Willam  Wilson,  (colored,)  first-class  boy,  the 
ball  passing  through  his  heart.  This  boy,  when  shot,  was  in  the  water  assisting 
to  get  the  boat  afloat,  and  the  executive  officer,  not  knowing  how  many  men 
were  behind  the  barn,  immediately  returned  to  the  Mystic,  leaving  the  body  in 
the  water  near  the  beach. 

After  hearing  all  the  facts  from  Acting  Master  Wright,  I  immediately  fired 
seven  shells  at  the  bam  to  drive  these  guerillas  from  it,  four  of  the  shell  passing 
through  the  bam.  When  I  had  ceased  tiring,  manned  five  anned  boats'  crews  from 
this  vessel  and  Mystic,  placing  them  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Wright,  with 
an  officer  in  each  boat,  with  instructions  to  proceed  immediately  on  shore  and  bum 
the  barn,  in  order  that  it  might  prevent  the  guerillas  from  again  firing  on  them 
while  searching  for  the  body.  There  was  a  dwelling-house  some  distance  from 
the  barn,  otherwise  the  country  was  clear.  As  soon  as  the  crews  were  landed 
the  barn  was  burnt,  the  body  found,  and  all  returned  to  this  vessel  in  safety. 
The  barn  contained  an  old  wagon,  a  fanning  machine,  and  a  few  bushels  of 
corn.     No  women  or  children  were  molested,  and  the  bam  was  the  only  private 

Eroperty  destroyed.  The  barn  was  owned  by  Allen  Rone,  a  noted  rebel,  who 
as  two  sons  in  the  Virginia  cavalry,  part  of  which  have  been  lately  disbanded 
for  guerilla  purposes ;  and,  from  all  the  information  I  can  gather,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  these  men  were  the  parties  who  fired  on  the  boat's  crew,  as  two  men 
were  seen  to  run  across  the  fields  just  before  our  boats  landed. 

I  respectfully  forward  you  Acting  Master  Wright's  report  concerning  it 
Trusting  that  the  punishment  I  have  inflicted  on  these  parties  may  meet  with 
your  approval, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  A.  BABCOCK, 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  FresenL 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lre, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads f  Virginia. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  W,   Wright 

United  States  Steamer  Mystic, 

Off  Yorktotvn,  Va.,  May  5,  1864, 

Sir  :  Early  this  morning,  (6  o'clock,)  while  coming  down  York  river,  about 
half  a  mile  above  Portopotank  creek,  I  saw  what  I  took  to  be  a  number  of  ne- 
groes or  refugees  on  shore.  I  could  not  see  distinctly,  as  the  objects  were  in 
the  sun's  rays  and  it  was  quite  hazy.  I  told  my  executive  officer.  Acting  Mas- 
ter Mader,  he  could  take  an  armed  boat  and  go  in  and  see  what  he  eoiUd  find 
there.  He  left  the  ship,  and  I  shortly  afterwards  saw  I  was  mistaken,  and  im- 
mediately blew  the  steam- whistle  for  him  to  return  ;  in  the  mean  time  his  boat 
had  grounded  within  forty  rods  of  the  beach.  Some  of  his  men  were  in  the 
water  up  to  their  knees  trying  to  get  her  off*,  and  while  doing  so  a  party  of 
rebels,  secreted  behind  a  barn,  fired  a  volley  of  musketry  into  the  boat,  killing 
William  Wilson,  (colored,)  first-class  boy.  At  the  time  this  ship  was  lying 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore  and  nearly  opposite  them.  Mr.  Mader  re- 
turned the  fire,  but  without  any  effect.  He  got  his  boat  afloat  and  came  directly 
back  to  the  ship.  (Captain  Babcock  was  then  about  half  a  mile  astern.)  I 
immediately  communicated  the  facts  to  him. 

The  man  was  shot  through  the  heart ;  he  was  one  of  the  recmits  enlisted  in 
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Janvaiy  last  The  spot  where  I  directed  the  boat  to  go  in  was  open  and  free 
from  everythiDg  that  the  rebels  could  secrete  behind  with  the  exception  of  the 
boa«e  and  bam. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  WRIGHT, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 
Acting  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  N>  A.  B,  Squadron, 


DESTRUCTION  OF  BLOCKADE  RUNNER  GEORGIANNA  McCAW. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Alfred  Ever  son. 

United  States  Steamer  Victoria, 
Off  Western  Bar,  Wihningtan,  N.  C,  June  2,  18G4. 

SiB  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  3  a.  m.  of  this  date,  and  while  drifting 
m  3|  fathoms  water,  Bald  Head  light  bearing  east,  saw  white  water  near  the 
beach  to  tlie  south  and  westward,  which  I  supposed  to  be  a  steamer.  I  imme- 
diately steamed  ahead  at  full  speed  towards  the  beach  in  order  to  cut  her  off. 
On  Dear  approach  I  discovered  her  to  be  a  side-wheel  steamer  steering  for  the 
bar. 

As  he  crossed  my  bow  I  rounded  to  in  his  wake  and  discharged  at  him  my 
starboard  8-inch  gun  loaded  with  1.5"  shell  and  stand  of  grape,  and  kept  tiring 
my  30-pounder  rilie  as  I  continued  the  chase,  until  3.30  a.  m.  she  struck  on  the 
bar. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  first  and  second  cutters  to  board  and  fire  her — the 
former  under  command  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  William  Moody,  the  latter 
nnder  charge  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  W.  llineline. 

On  their  arrival  on  board  they  found  that  two  boats  with  their  crews  had 
ncapcfd  to  the  shore.  They,  however,  succeeded  in  capturing  twenty-nine  of 
the  crew,  including  the  captain  and  most  of  the  officers,  together  witli  three 
paMcngers.  They  tired  her  in  several  places,  and  she  continued  to  burn  until 
10  a.  m.,  when  she  was  boarded  from  the  shore. 

At  daylight  Fort  Caswell  and  the  adjacent  batteries  oi)ened  fire  upon  our 
boats  with  shot  and  shell,  which  compelled  them  to  return  without  accomplish- 
ing her  destruction. 

She  proved  to  be  the  Georgianna  McCaw,  of  Liverpool,  700  tons  burden, 
from  Nassau,  bound  to  Wilmington,  North  Carolina.  Her  cargo  consists  of 
abont  sixty  tons  of  provisions,  &c. 

I  woald  add,  sir,  tliat  too  much  credit  cannot  be  awarded  to  Acting  Master's 
Xate  William  Moody  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Thomas  W.  Hine- 
line  for  their  perseverance  and  energy  displayed,  and  their  cool  and  gallant 
conduct  while  under  fire  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yout  obedient  servant, 

ALFKED  EVEKSOX, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding   U.  S.  Steamer  Victoria, 

Ueat.  Com.  M.  Haxtlw, 

Cotn*dg   V.  S.  Steamer  Maratanza,  and  Senior  Officer  j^ resent, 

14  N 
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DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLOCKADE  RUNNING  STEAMER  PEVENSEY. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S,  P.  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

James  River,  June  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  destruction  of  the  blockade  runner  Pe- 
vensey  (or  Penversey)  on  the  9th  instant  by  the  supply  steamer  Newbem.     She 
was  attempting  to  run  into  Wilmington  with  an  assorted  cargo,  iiicluding  arms. 
The  enclosed  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten^t  Harris  gives  all  the  par- 
ticulars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Arting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A-  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wslles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 


Report  of  Acting   Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris, 

United  States  Steamer  Newbern, 

Hamjjton  Roads,  Va.,  June  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  stranding,  on  the  9th  instant,  of  the  block- 
ade runner  Pevensey  (named  Penversey  in  the  extracts,  April  16,  1864,)  under 
the  following  circumstances : 

3.30  a.  m.,  steering  northeast  by  north,  Beaufort  forty-five  miles  distant,  made 
a  steamer  bearing  northeast  by  east,  four  miles  distant,  running  slow  and  bear- 
ing east-northeast ;  she  being  to  the  eastward  did  not  immediately  discover  this 
vessel  hauled  up  east-northeast;  when  gaining  on  her  within  two  and  a  half  miles 
she  made  all  speed,  steering  east ;  opened  fire  and  stood  east  by  north ;  the 
second  shot  carried  away  the  forward  davit  of  her  quarter  boat. 

She  immediately  changed  her  course,  steered  north  and  struck  the  beach  nine 
miles  west  of  Beaufort  at  8.05  a.  m. ;  her  crew  took  to  the  boats  at  once,  this 
vessel  at  the  time  being  one  and  a  half  mile  distant ;  ran  into  three  and  a  half 
fathoms,  and  when  within  one  hundred  yards  of  tie  strand  she  blew  up;  sent 
in  three  boats,  boarded  her,  and  found  her  engines  and  boilers  completely  blown 
out;  plugged  up  the  pipes,  anchored  in  three  fathoms,  and  made  arrangements 
to  pull  her  off ;  9  a.  m.  tug  Violet  came  down  from  Beaufort  and  anchored  on 
the  quarter;  9.30  a.  m.  Commander  B.  M.  Dove  arrived  in  the  Cherokee;  came 
on  board  and  said  "he  would  take  charge  of  the  wreck,  and  the  Newbem  would 
proceed  to  Beaufort,  it  being  high  water,  to  save  the  tide  in ; "  recalled  boats 
and  arrived  at  Beaufort  at  10  a.  m.,  anchoring  outside,  too  late  for  the  tide. 

One  prisoner  was  found  on  board  the  vessel  unharmed  from  the  explosioiit 
who  proved  himself  to  be  an  escaped  prisoner  from  Johnston's  island,  of  Morgan's 
guerillas.  One  body  was  found  upon  the  beach,  and  thirty-five  prisoners  were 
captured  on  shore  by  the  cavalry,  three  of  whom  are  supposed  to  oe  confederate 
officers,  one  of  them  adjutant  general  to  Magruder. 

She  was  loaded  on  confederate  account,  cargo  consisting  of  arms,  blankets, 
shoes,  cloth,  clothing,  lead,  bacon,  and  numerous  packages  marked  to  individoals. 
She  had  been  chased  on  the  7th  instant  by  the  Quaker  City,  and  bad  thrown 
overboard,  by  log-book,  thirty  tons  lead  and  twenty  tons  bacon  ;  was  543  tons 
of  English  register;  no  manifest  of  cargo  found.  Gunner  S.  D.  Hines  has  dis- 
covered seven  Whitworth  tompions  tied  together,  bright  and  in  good  condition, 
which  suggests  the  possibility  of  that  number  of  guns  being  under  the  mnsket 
boxes. 
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The  prisoners  captured  ashore  were  held  in  Fort  Macon,  and  the  one  secured 
on  board  was  transferred  there  by  order  of  Commander  Dove. 

I  understood  that  after  the  army  authorities  had  satisfied  themselves  with  re- 
gard to  the  idenitj  of  the  prisoners  they  were  to  be  transferred  to  this  per  Key- 
stone State. 

I  have  learned  since  leaving  Beaufort  that  the  reputed  mate  is  the  real  captain; 
that  he  is  a  Captain  Long,  the  out-door  agent  of  Major  Walker,  (the  confederate 
agent  at  Bermuda,)  a  citizen  of  New  York,  and  having  formerly  commanded  a 
ship  from  there.  The  reputed  captain  (an  Englishman )  was  merely  the  paper 
or  clearing  captain.     Of  these  facts  I  have  informed  Captain  Gansevoort. 

It  will  not  now  be  possible  to  get  the  vessel  off,  but  a  large  amount  of  the 
cargo  can  be  saved  if  properly  guarded. 

Had  the  after  30  Parrott,  for  which  the  requisition  was  approved  by  yours  of 
April  22,  been  furnished,  his  chances  of  reaching  the  shore  would  have  been  re- 
duced. He  evidently  was  ignorant  of  his  position,  as  the  first  question  asked 
was,  "How  far  is  it  to  Fort  Caswell? " 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  A.  HARRIS, 
Anting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 


LOSS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  LAVENDER. 
Report  of  Acting  Master  J,  H,  Gleason, 

United  States  Steamer  Sassacus, 

James  River,  Va.,  June  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  painful  duty,  most  respectfully,  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Lavender. 

I  left  the  capes  of  Delaware  on  the  11th  instant,  at  10  a.  m.,  being  bound  to 
Charleston,  S.  C. ;  strong  breeze  from  NE. ;  sky  hazy.  On  the  12th,  at  1  p. 
■Ly  made  Hatteras  light-house,  bearing  S.  by  W.  J  W.,  distance  12  miles.  At 
3  p.  m.  Gape  Hatteras  light-house  bore  N.,  distance  five;  miles,  from  which  I 
took  departure  to  clear  Cape  Lookout  shoals,  steering  SW.  by  S.  until  6  p.  m., 
the  Tcsael  going  at  the  rate  of  8  miles  per  hour.  I  then  changed  the  course  to 
8W.  J  S.,  which,  according  to  my  judgment,  should  have  brought  the  vessel 
dear  of  all  danger.  At  10.30  sounded  9i^  fathoms  water;  wind  now  heavy 
from  NE.  with  rain  squalls.  At  11  made  breakers  ahead  and  on  both  bow^. 
The  vessel  was  immediately  stopped  and  the  engine  reversed,  but  before  she 
lost  her  headway  she  struck  on  the  reef.  I  then  steamed  ahead,  intending  to 
drive  her  over  into  deep  water,  if  possible ;  but  at  this  lime  a  heavy  sea  washed 
OTcr  the  vessel,  staving  iu  the  sides  of  the  house,  and  tilling  the  cngiue-room 
with  water,  putting  the  Hres  out.  We  were  now  left  entirely  helpless,  and  about  an 
hour  later  the  vessel  was  a  perfect  wreck.  Officers  and  crew  took  refuge  on  the  top  of 
the  house,  standing  by  to  launch  the  boats.  When  gradually  the  forwanl  and  after 
parts  of  the  house  were  washed  away,  we  launched  th(^  boats,  but  tli<y  were 
immediately  swamped.  We  now  sought  shelter  in  the  wheel-house,  which  was 
lituated  near  the  forward  part  of  the  ship.  This  was  carried  away  during  the 
next  day,  and  we  were  now  obliged  to  retreat  to  the  forecastle,  wliich  alone  was 
oat  of  water.  During  the  succeeding  night  four  men  were  washed  overboard 
and  drowned.  During  the  14th  five  men  died  from  exhaustion.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  a  largo  lead-colored  side-wheel  steamer,  apparently  a  man-of- 
war,  hove  in  sight,  approached  us  to  a  distance  of  3^  miles,  stopped  and  blew 


212       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

off  steam.  We  made  signals  with  shirts  and  blankets ;  the  steamer,  however, 
did  not  notice  them,  bnt  steered,  about  ten  minutes  later,  to  the  southward.  At 
about  10  a.  m.  we  sighted  another  steamer,  which  took  notice  of  our  signals, 
and  came  to  our  rescue.  She  was  the  army  steamer  John  Farren,  Captain  J. 
F.  Smallman.  Tliey  took  us  on  board,  kindly  provided  for  our  wants,  and  con- 
veyed u's  to  Newbem,  N.  C,  where  we  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  16th. 
After  reporting  to  Captain  M.  Smith,  we  were  transferred  to  the  United  States 
steamer  Sassacus  for  transportation  to  Hampton  Roads,  with  orders  to  report  to 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lee. 

I  am  unable  to  give  the  names  of  the  nine  deceased  men,  as  all  my  papers 
and  the  ship's  records  have  been  lost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  here  a  list  of  the  rescued  officers  and  crew. 

The  suffering  of  all  on  board  was  most  fearful ;  we  had  nothing  to  eat  nor 
drink  from  the  12th  to  the  time  of  our  rescue  by  the  John  Farren,  as  all  our 
stores  were  under  water.  The  rescued  officers  and  crew  are  now,  however, 
slowly  recovering  their  health. 

I  am  couBciouij  of  having  fulfilled  all  my  duties  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
and  of  having  tried  all  available  means  to  save  the  Lavender;  but  it  was  beyond 
all  human  possibility  to  combat  the  force  of  the  elements. 

I  am  sorry  that  1  could  not  find  an  earlier  opportunity  for  reporting  this  sad 
event;  but  that  owing  to  my  state  of  health,  and  the  want  of  communication,  I 
had  to  delay  it  until  now. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  GLEASON, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


List  of  surviving  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  stea?ncr  Lavender. 

Acting  Master  J.  U.  Gleason,  commanding ;  Acting  Master's  Mate  Jas.  H. 
McClune ;  Acting  Master's  Mate  Henry  J.  Derbyshire ;  Acting  3d  Assistant 
Engineer  Thomas  Foley ;  Acting  3d  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  B.  Roane ;  Act- 
ing 3d  Assistant  Engineer  James  Fitzpatrick. 

Crew. — Owen  McGuire,  seaman  ;  O.  B.  Sheldon,  ordinary  seaman ;  Wm.  8. 
Lunt,  ordinary  seaman  ;  John  White,  ordinary  seaman ;  Henry  Drinker,  lands- 
man ;  Geo.  Thompson,  landsman ;  Alexander  Rogers,  landsman ;  •Charles  White, 
2d  class  fireman. 

Respectfully, 

F.  A.  ROE, 
Lieutenant  Commander, 


RFXJONNOLSSANCE  OF  WILMINGTON  HARBOR. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Com?nander  W.  B,  Cashing, 

United  States  Steamer  Monticello, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C,  July  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  permission  received  from  you  to  attempt  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  iron-clad  ram  Raleigh,  I  proceeded  to  the  hlockade  at  that  point  with 
the  intention  of  doing  so,  judging  it  prudent  to  make  a  thorough  reconnoissance 
first  to  determine  her  position. 

*Not  fit  for  duty.    All  the  rest  of  officers  and  men  are  or  will  be  soon. 
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I  leflt  this  Bbip  on  the  night  of  the  23d  in  the  first  cutter,  with  two  officers 
(Acting  Ensign  J.  E.  Jones  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  William  Ho  worth)  and 
fifteen  men,  and  started  in  for  the  west  har.  I  succeeded  iu  ptissing  the  forts, 
and  also  the  town  and  batteries  of  Smithville,  and  pulled  swiftly  up  the  river. 
As  we  neared  the  Zeke  island  batteries,  we  narrowly  escaped  being  run  down 
bjr  a  steamer,  and  soon  after  came  near  detection  from  the  guard  boat ;  evading 
them  all  we  continued  our  course.  As  we  came  abreast  of  the  Old  Brunswick 
batteries,  some  fifteen  miles  from  the  starting  point,  the  moon  came  out  brightly 
and  discovered  us  to  the  sentinels  on  the  banks,  who  hailed  at  once,  and  soon 
eommenced  firing  muskets  and  raising  an  alarm  by  noises  and  signal  lights.  We 
palled  at  once  for  the  other  shore,  obliquing  so  as  to  give  them  to  understand 
that  we  were  going  down ;  but  as  soon  as  I  found  that  we  were  out  of  the  moon's 
nays,  we  continued  our  course  straight  up,  thereby  baffling  the  enemy  and  gain- 
ing safety.  When  within  seven  miles  from  Wilmington,  a  good  place  was  se- 
lected on  the  shore ;  the  boat  hauled  up,  and  into  a  marsh,  and  the  men  stowed 
along  the  bank.  It  was  now  nearly  day,  and  I  had  determined  to  watch  the 
river,  and  if  possible  to  capture  some  one  from  whom  information  could  be  gained. 
Steamers  soon  began  to  ply  up  and  down,  the  flag-ship  of  Commodore  Lynch, 
the  Gadkin,  parsing  within  two  hundred  yards.  She  is  a  wooden  propeller 
•teamer  of  about  three  hundred  tons,  no  masts,  one  smoke-stack,  clear  deck, 
English  build,  with  awning  spread  fore  and  aft,  and  mounting  only  two  guns ; 
did  not  seem  to  have  many  men.  Nine  steamers  passed  in  all,  throe  of  them 
being  fine,  large  blockade  runners.  Just  after  dark,  as  we  were  preparing  to 
move,  two  boats  roiuided  the  point;  and  the  men  tiiinking  it  an  attack,  behaved 
in  the  coolest  manner.  Both  boats  were  captured,  but  proved  to  contain  a  fish- 
ing piirty  returning  to  Wilmington.  From  them  I  obtained  all  the  information 
that  1  desired,  and  made  them  act  as  my  guides  in  my  further  explorations  of 
the  river. 

Three  miles  below  the  city  I  found  a  row  of  obstructions,  consisting  of  iron- 
pointed  spiles  driven  in  at  an  angle,  and  only  to  be  passed  by  going  into  the 
channel  left  open,  about  two  hundred  yards  from  a  heavy  battery  that  is  on  the 
left  bank. 

A  short  distance  nearer  the  city  is  a  ten-gun  navy  battery,  and  another  line  of 
obetructions,  consisting  of  diamond-shaped  crates,  filled  and  supported  in  posi- 
tion by  two  rows  of  spiles ;  the  channel  in  this  instance  being  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  suns.     A  third  row  of  obrfitructions  and  another  battery  complete  the  up- 
per dcR»nces  of  the  city.     The  river  is  also  obstructed  by  spiles  at  Old  Bruns- 
wick, and  there  is  a  very  heavy  earthwork  there.     Discovering  a  creek  in  the 
Cypress  swamp,  we  pulled  or  rather  poled  up  it  for  some  time,  and  at  length 
eame  to  a  road  which,  upon  being  explored,  proved  to  connect  with  the  main 
road  from  Fort  Fi.-^her  and  the  sounds  to  Wilmington.      Dividing  my  party,  I 
left  half  to  hold  the  cross-road  and  creek,  while  I  marched  the  remainder  some 
two  miles  to  the  main  road  and  stowed  away.   About  11.30  a.  m.  a  mount(*d  sol- 
dier appeared  with  a  mail-bag,  and  seemed  much  astonished  when  he  was  in- 
vited to  dismount,  but  as  I  assured  him  that  I  would  be  responsible  for  any  delay 
that  might  take  place,  he  kindly  consented  to  shorten  his  jouniey.     Aliout  two 
hundred  letters  were  captured,  and  I  gained  such  information  as  1  desired  of  the 
fortifications  and  enemy's  force.     As  an  expedition  was  conteniplnted  against 
Firfier  by  our  army  about  this  time,  the  information  was  of  much  value,    "^rhere 
•re  thirteen  hundred  men  in  the  fort ;  and  the  unprotected  rear  that  our  troops 
Were  to  storm  is  commanded  by  four  light  batteries.     1  enclose  rebel  rec^uisi- 

008  and  n^port  of  provisions  on  hand. 

I  now  waited  for  the  courier  from  the  other  direction,  in  order  that  we  might 
get  the  papers  that  were  issued  at  1  p.  m.  vi  Wilmington  ;  but  just  as  he  hove 
*a  Bight,  a  blue  jacket  exposed  himself,  and  the  fellow  took  to  instant  flight.   My 
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pursuit  on  the  captured  horse  was  rendered  useless  from  the  lack  of  speed,  and 
the  fellow  escaped  after  a  race  of  some  two  miles. 

In  the  mean  time  we  captured  more  prisoners,  and  discovered  that  a  store  was 
located  about  two  miles  distant,  and  being  sadly  in  need  of  some  grub,  Mr.  Ho- 
worth,  dressed  in  the  courier's  coat  and  hat,  and  mounted  upon  his  horse,  pro- 
ceeded to  market.  He  returned  with  milk,  chickens,  and  eggs,  having  passed 
every  one,  in  and  out  of  service,  without  suspicion,  though  conversing  with  many. 
At  6  p.  m.,  after  destroying  a  portion  of  the  telegraph  wire,  we  rejoined  the  party 
at  the  creek,  and  proceeded  down,  reaching  the  river  at  dark.  In  trying  to  land 
our  prisoners  upon  an  island,  a  steamer  passed  so  close  that  we  had  to  jump 
overboard,  and  hold  our  heads  below  the  boat  to  prevent  being  seen.  As  we 
had  more  prisoners  than  we  could  look  out  for,  I  determined  to  put  a  portion  of 
them  in  small  boats,  and  set  them  adrift  without  oars  or  sails,  so  that  they  could 
not  get  ashore  in  time  to  injure  us.  This  was  done,  and  we  proceeded  down 
the  river,  keeping  a  bright  look  out  for  vessels  in  order  to  bum  them,  if  possible. 
None  were  found,  but  I  found  the  pilot  to  take  me  to  where  the  ram  Raleigh  was 
said  to  be  wrecked.  She  is  indeed  destroyed,  and  nothing  now  remains  of  her 
above  water.  The  iron-clad  North  Carolina,  Captain  Muse  commanding,  is  in 
commission,  and  at  anchor  off  the  city.  She  is  but  little  relied  upon,  and  would 
not  stand  long  against  a  monitor.  Both  torpedo  boats  were  destroyed  in  the 
great  cotton  fire  some  time  since.  One  was  very  near  completion.  As  I  neared 
flie  forts  at  the  east  bar,  a  boat  was  detected  making  its  way  rapidly  to  the 
shore,  and  captured  after  a  short  chase.  It  contained  six  persons,  four  of  whom 
were  soldiers.  Taking  them  all  into  one  boat,  I  cut  theirs  adrift,  but  soon 
found  that  twenty-six  persons  were  more  than  a  load.  By  questions  I  discov- 
ered that  at  least  one  guard  boat  was  afloat,  containing  seventy-five  musketeers, 
and  situated  in  the  narrow  passage  between  Federal  Point  and  Zeke  island.  As 
I  had  to  pass  them,  I  determined  to  engage  the  enemy  at  once,  and  capture  the 
boat  if  possible. 

The  moon  was  now  bright,  and  as  we  came  nearer  the  entrance,  I  saw  what 
we  supposed  to  be  one  large  boat  just  off  the  battery ;  but  as  we  prepared  to 
sail  into  her,  and  while  about  twenty  yards  distant,  three  more  boats  suddenly 
shot  out  from  that  side,  and  five  more  from,  the  other,  completely  blocking  up 
the  sole  avenue  of  escape.  I  immediately  put  the  helm  down,  but  found  a  large 
sail-boat  filled  with  soldiers  to  windward,  and  keeping  us  right  in  the  glimmer 
of  the  moon's  rays.  In  this  trying  position  both  officers  and  men  act^  with 
true  coolness  and  bravery. 

Not  the  stroke  of  an  oar  was  out  of  time ;  there  was  no  thought  of  surrender* 
but  we  determined  to  outwit  the  enemy  or  fight  it  out.  Suddenly  turning  the 
boat's  head,  we  dashed  off  as  if  for  the  west  bar,  and  by  throwing  the  dark  side 
of  the  boat  towards  them,  were  soon  lost  to  view.  The  bait  was  eagerly  seised, 
and  their  whole  line  dashed  off  at  once  to  intercept  us.  Then  again  tuniing,  by 
the  extraordinary  pulling  of  my  sailors  I  gained  the  passage  of  the  island,  and 
before  the  enemy  could  prevent,  put  the  boat  into  the  breakers  on  Caroline 
shoals.  The  rebels  dared  not  follow,  and  we  were  lost  to  view  before  the  guns 
of  the  forts,  trained  on  the  channel,  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  our  unex- 
pected position.  Deeply  loaded  as  we  were,  the  boat  carried  us  through  in  fine 
style,  and  we  reached  the  Cherokee  just  as  day  was  breaking,  and  after  an  ab- 
sence from  the  squadron  of  two  days  and  three  nights. 

I  am  now  posted  in  regard  to  the  city,  land,  and  water  defences,  and  every- 
thing that  it  will  interest  the  department  to  know. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention,  sir,  to  the  fact  that  Acting  Ensign  J.  £. 
Jones  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  William  Howorth  are  the  same  officers  who 
accompanied  me  to  Smithville  some  mouths  since,  and  whom  I  selected  beeaoBe 
of  their  uniform  enterprise  and  bravery. 

All  the  men  did  well ;  but  my  cockswain,  David  Warren,  is  deserving  of  a 
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■ledml  of  honor  for  marked  bravery  in  everj  critical  moment.  I  would  also  men- 
tion Ordinary  Seaman  John  Sulliyan  and  Yeoman  William  Wright,  the  latter 
having  volonteered  upon  every  expedition  of  danger  since  the  ship  has  been  in 
eommisBion — ^in  this  instance  procuring  his  discharge  from  the  sick  list  in  order 
lo  do  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  GUSHING, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron, 


List  of  provisions  at  Fort  Fisher  j  North  Carolina^  on  the  23d  June,  1864. 

BBrOBT  OP  PROVISIONS  ON  HAND  AT  PORT  FISHER,  NORTH  CAROl.INA,  JUNE 

23,  1864. 

Reserved  supply,  10,000  rations  pork,  9,000  rations  beef — 19,000  rations  meat ; 
S9.000  rations  flour,  7,000  rations  hard  bread — 36,000  rations  breadstuff; 
31,104  rations  vegeUble  food ;  30,000  rations  rice ;  30,000  rations  soap  ;  30,000 
ntions  salt. 

For  issue*  10,000  rations  bacon  ;  3,000  rations  rye  meal,  1,500  rations  com 
netl*  1,750  rations  flour — 6,250  rations  breadstuff;  8,000  rations  salt ;  8,000 
ntions  soap ;  8,000  rations  rice. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

L.  R.  MILLARD, 
Commissary  Sergeant. 


Qemsolidatsd  provision  returns  fur  garrison  at  Fort  Fisher,  9  th  July,  1864. 

OOaSOUDATBD  PROVISION  RETURN  FOR  GARRISON  AT  PORT  FISHER  FOR  7  DAYS, 
COMMENCING  JULY  9,  1864,    AND  ENDING   JULY  16,  1864 — 1,300  MEN. 

9,100  rations  bacon  ;  9,100  rations  corn  meal;  9,100  rations  soap;  9,100  ra- 
tiooe  salt. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

L.  R.  MILLARD, 
Commissary  Sergeant. 

The  acting  commissary  of  subsistence  will  issue  on  the  tibove  return. 

WM.  LAxMB, 
Colonel  Commxinding  Post. 


EXPEDITION  TO  CIJT  WILMINGTON  AND  WELDON  RAILROAD. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S,  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads,  July  11,  1864. 

Sir:  Commander  Dove  reports,  under  date  of  1st  instant,  that  a  joint  army 
■nd  navy  expedition  left  Beaufort,  on  the  20th  ultimo,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting 
the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  railroad,  consisting  of  a  detachment  of  the  9th 
Tennont  volunteers,  landed  and  protected  by  the  Calypso  and  Nansemond,  near 
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New  river,  designed  to  meet  and  co-operate  with  a  force  operating  inland 
This  former  part  of  the  plan  was  carried  out,  but  the  enemy  had  received  notice 
of  the  expedition,  and  were  in  too  great  a  force  to  make  the  attempt  on  the  rail- 
road practicable,  and  the  vessels  returned  to  Beaufort  on  the  23d,  the  detach- 
ment of  the  9th  Vermont  returning  in  lighters  by  Bogue  sound. 

There  were  no  casualties  in  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition.  The  12th  New 
York  cavalry  meeting  the  9th  Vermont,  unfortunately  mistook  them  for  the 
enemy,  fired  on  them,  killed  one  man  and  wounded  two. 

Commander  Dove  had  heard  nothing  from  Colonel  Jourdan,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  military  force,  and  had  been  iick  since  his  return,  so  could  not  give 
the  particulars  of  his  movements 

I  enclose  Commander  Dove's  report,  with  the  accompanying  reports  of  Acting 
Master  Stuart  and  Acting  Ensign  Porter,  and  the  sketch  of  New  River  inlet 
made  by  Acting  Master  Stuart. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A,  B,  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDRoN  Welles, 

Scretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Commander  B.  M.  Dove. 

United  States  Naval  Station, 

Beauforty  N.  C,  July  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  waiting  for  some  days  to  hear  from  Colonel  Jourdan  be- 
fore reporting  the  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the  Wilmington  and 
Weldon  railroad,  but  he  has  been  quite  unwell  since  his  return  and  cannot 
write. 

It  was,  at  first,  entirely  an  army  affair,  and  the  steamer  to  be  used  was  the 
John  Farron,  a  small  army  transport.  She,  however,  was  found  impracticable, 
and  on  being  informed  of  the  impossibility  of  her  taking  part,  I  oflered  the 
Nansemond,  although  she,  too,  was  not  very  strong.  *  For  that  reason,  and  to 
make  our  part  sure,  I  directed  Captain  Stuart,  with  the  Calypso,  to  assist  her. 

The  gi-eat  point  in  the  organization  was  secrecy,  and  the  Nansemond  went 
out  from  here  with  the  lighters  and  surf-boats  in  tow,  in  the  afternoon,  as  if 
going  to  work  on  the  wreck,  near  which  she  tarried  until  near  night.  The  Ca- 
lypso stood  out  to  sea,  with  orders  to  come  in  off  New  river  in  the  morning  as 
if  from  the  southward  and  meet  the  Nansemond  there. 

So  far  as  we  were  concerned  the  arrangement  was  perfect,  none  of  the  com- 
manders in  port  even  knew  anything  of  it.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  thongh,  that  the 
expedition  was  a  failure  from  a  *•  leak**  in  Newbern.  The  colonel  told  roc  that 
the  confederates  had  two  days'  notice  of  his  approach,  and  knew  all  his  plans. 
Two  trains  filled  with  troop.s,  at  Kingston,  were  ready  to  start  as  soon  as  the 
whereabouts  of  ours  was  telegraphed.  The  country  was  aU  alarmed  and  in 
arms,  and  the  men  could  get  nothing  beyond  the  rations  they  carried  with 
them.  The  inland  party  did  not  get  near  the  railroad,  nor  did  it  reach  the 
coast  at  all,  and  the  Calypso  and  Nansemond,  after  waiting  the  allotted  time* 
returned  to  this  port  with  the  prisoners  they  had  captured.  The  two  liehters, 
with  some  of  the  troops  from  the  Nansemond,  returned  by  Bogue  sound,  and 
the  surf-boats  were  towed  up  by  the  steamers.  There  are  no  casoaltiea  with  na 
to  report. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       217 

Endosed  are  the  reports  of  Captains  Stuart  and  Porter,  with  a  sketch  by 
Captain  Stuart. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ'N  M.  DOVE,  Commander. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lre, 

CknrCdg  N,  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Frederick  D,  Stuart. 

United  States  Steamer  Calypso, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  June  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  20th  in- 
stant, I  proceeded  to  sea  that  evening  with  the  Calypso,  and  having  arranged 
with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Nansemond  to  meet  him  early  the  next 
morning  off  New  River  inlet,  I  cruised  during  the  night  to  the  southward  and 
vestward  some  distance  from  the  land  so  as  not  to  be  seen  from  the  shore,  espe- 
cially in  company  with  the  Nansemond  towing  the  lighters  and  surf-boats, 
which  might  arouse  a  suspicion  of  our  intended  movements. 

The  Nansemond,  as  Captain  Porter's  report  will  inform  you,  reached  New 
iiver  inlet  about  11.30  p.  m.,  the  first  point  in  the  programme  to  be  visited. 
Captain  Kelley,  of  the  9th  Vermont,  and  his  men  (100  in  all)  had  been  put  on 
board  of  the  surf-boats,  and  when  abrejist  of  the  in  letthe  boats  cast  loose  and 
beaded  for  the  shore.  The  Nansemond,  with  the  lighters,  passing  along  to  the 
Nothward  and  westward.  The  boats,  however,  did  not  enter  the  inlet  until 
near  daylight,  when  (as  was  afterwards  learned)  they  proceeded,  without  hin- 
dtiDce  or  molestation,  up  as  far  as  Swann's  Point,  where  they  landed,  and  the 
mf-boats  returned  to  the  Nansemond. 

At  daylight  of  the  21st  I  made  the  Nansemond  near  New  River  inlet  and 
•0(Hi  joined  her.  Both  vessels  came  to  anchor  off  the  bar,  and  with  two  cutters 
ftom  the  Calypso  and  the  four  surf-boats  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  to  co- 
operate with  Captiiin  Kelley.  No  time  was  lost  in  getting  the  boats  ready.  The 
felt  cutter  of  the  Calypso  was  provided  with  a  12-pounder  rifled  howitzer.  At 
noon  the  party  loft  for  the  shore  with  written  instructions  from  me,  succeeded 
in  crossing  the  bar,  and  were  soon  out  of  sight. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Kelley,  with  his  men,  had,  as  per  agreement,  proceeded 
up  the  river  about  eight  miles  and  took  possession  of  Sneed's  ferry,  capturing 
I  number  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  but,  meeting  with  no  opposition,  our  boats 
found  him  at  the  ferry,  and  as  his  position  was  a  secure  one,  and  there  appeared 
to  be  no  signs  of  rebels  in  force  about,  he  decided  that  all  the  boats  should  re- 
tam  to  the  vessels  with  the  understanding  that  a  sujjply  of  provisions  should 
be  sent  to  him  on  the  following  day ;  accordingly  the  boats  descended  the  river 
•gain.  One  of  the  Calypso's  cutters  and  the  surf-boat,  manned  by  a  crew  from 
the  Calypso,  remained  inside  the  inlet  all  night ;  the  other  boats  came  off. 

On  the  following  day,  22d,  at  daylight,  the  boats  were  again  despatched  to 
the  shore,  and  as  the  message  from  Captain  Kelley  was  in(l<*tinite,  I  directed 
Captain  Porter  to  take  charge  of  the  party.  At  noon  all  the  boats  returned, 
baving  lefTt  Captain  Kelley  and  his  men  secure  for  the  time  being.  On  their  way 
down  the  river,  they  were  fired  at  from  Swann's  l*oint,  but  suffered  no  injury. 
Mr.  Sluyter's  report  will  give  particulars. 

This  state  of  things  made  me  feel  apprehensive  for  the  safety  of  Captain 
Kelley  and  his  men,  for  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  rebels  had  taken 
possession  of  Swann's  Point,  and  might  be  in  considerable  force,  perhaps  with 
•rtillery,  which  would  prevent  the  boats  from  reascending  the  river.     I,  how- 
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ever,  determined  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  bring  Captain  Kellej  and 
his  men  off  when  the  time  arrived  for  him  to  leave.  With  that  view,  a  plan 
had  been  arranged  whereby  we  could  be  made  aware  of  his  situation  and 
wishes.  Thus  matters  rested  until  near  midnight,  when  a  fire  was  seen  on  the 
beach  abreast  of  our  anchorage.  (Previously,  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening, 
two  rockets  were  seen  in  the  direction  of  Captain  Kelley's  camp.)  A  boat  was 
at  once  despatched  from  the  Calypso  and  Nansemond.  The  Nansemond's  boat 
soon  returned  and  reported  that  a  sergeant  and  four  men  were  on  shore  with  a 
message  from  Captain  Kelley  to  the  effect  that  he  wished  his  men  brought  off  to 
the  ship  at  once,  being  apprehensive  of  an  attack.  The  Calypso's  boat  entered 
the  inlet  and  gave  Captain  Kelley's  men  protection  until  the  boats  passed  up  the 
river  to  the  rescue  of  him  and  his  men.  No  time  was  lost  in  preparing  the 
boats  for  the  expedition,  and  at  1.35  a.  m.  {23d)  they  left  with  orders  to  bring 
Captain  Kelley  and  his  men  off  at  all  hazards.  At  noon,  "  to  my  great  delight," 
the  boats  (six  of  them)  appeared  and  the  whole  party  under  Captain  Kelley, 
with  our  men  and  a  number  of  prisoners,  were  safely  received  on  board. 

From  information  received  from  Captain  Kelley  I  had  reason  to  believe  that 
our  services  might  be  required  at  or  near  Swansboro*.  Colonel  Savage,  with  a 
part  of  the  land  forces,  who  met  Captain  Kelley  at  the  ferry,  as  will  be  seen  by 
Captain  Porter's  report,  having  determined  to  return  to  this  place  through  or 
near  Swansboro',  where  he  feared  he  might  meet  with  a  formidable  oppositi0n> 
I  accordingly  got  under  way  with  the  Calypso  and  Nansemond  and  proceeded 
to  Bogne  inlet.  Here  both  vessels  anchored  at  3.30  p.  m.  yesterday,  and  after 
putting  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  with  a  crew  of  eight  men  ftom  the  Calypso* 
on  board  the  lighters  (2  of  them)  to  work  the  vessels  and  gun.  Captain  Keller 
left  in  them  with  his  command,  arranging  to  go  to  Beaufort  through  the  aoima» 
if  nothing  occurred  to  prevent,  and,  of  course,  if  nothing  was  heard  from 
Colonel  Savage  and  his  party.  At  sunset  the  proper  signals  were  made  indi- 
cating Captain  Kelley 's  intention  to  pass  through  the  sound,  and  that  our  ser^ 
vices  would  be  no  longer  needed. 

I  concluded  to  spend  the  night  in  cruising,  and  accordingly  left  the  Nanse- 
mond at  anchor  at  9  p.  m.  and  proceeded  seaward.  I  met  the  Nansemond  oot- 
side  the  harbor  this  morning,  and  both  vessels  entered  and  anchored  about 
8  a.  m. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  a  part  of  the  programme  made  by  Colonel  Jor> 
dan  required  our  presence  at  New  Topsail  inlet  on  Thursday  morning.  Ac- 
cordingly I  made  arrangements  to  that  effect,  but  events  proved  that  Oolonel 
Jordan  had  given  up  that  part  of  his  expedition,  and  our  presence  was  not  re- 
quired there. 

That  you  may  be  apprised  of  my  plans  to  serve  the  army  and  promote  the 
interests  of  the  expedition  at  all  points,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Cap- 
tain Porter,  who  1  had  determined  to  send  to  New  Topsail  inlet.  I  also  en- 
close a  sketch  which  I  made  of  New  River  inlet,  giving  all  the  points  of  interest* 
and  Captain  Kelley 's  position  and  the  approaches  to  it.  I  also  enclose  Acting 
Ensign  Sluyter's  report,  my  executive  officer,  who  was  in  command  of  the  Ca- 
lypso's first  cutter.  Also  the  reports  of  Acting  Ensign  Jennings  and  Acting 
Master's  Mate  Thompson,  who  had  charge  of  boats  on  separate  expeditions. 

I  have  on  board  thirteen  prisoners — seven  rebel  soldiers  and  six  citisens. 
Also  four  of  the  9tli  Vermont  regiment,  sent  by  Captain  Kelley  as  a  gnari. 
What  shall  I  do  with  the  prisoners  ? 

My  12-pounder  howitzer  and  eight  men  are  on  board  the  lighter,  which  has 
just  reached  this  place. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  think  Captain  Kelley  and  bis  men  ae- 
quitted  themselves  admirably ;  all  that  was  desired  to  accomplish  was  attained. 
Captain  Porter  and  his  officers  and  men,  and  the  officers  and  men  nnder  my 
immediate  command,  who  participated  (and  all  desired  to  do  so)  in  the  open- 
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tions  at  New  Biver  inlet,  deserve  great  credit  for  the  interest  thej  manifested 
in  the  work  in  which  thcj  were  engaged,  and  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  man- 
they  carried  out  my  orders. 

I  am,  &C., 

FRED.  D.  STUART, 
Acting  Mastevt  Commanding  Calypso. 
Commander  B.  M.  Dove,  U.  8.  N., 

Stnior  Officer  present,  N.  A.  Blockading  Squadron, 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  J,  H*  Porter. 

United  States  Steamer  Nansemond, 

June  23,  1864. 

8lB :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

In  accordance  with  your  order  I  left  Beaufort  with  the  Nanseraond  at  3.30  p. 
m.,  on  the  20th  instant,  having  on  board  one  company  of  100  men  of  the  9th 
Vennont  regiment,  under  command  of  Captain  Kelly,  two  lighters  and  four 
•«rf  boats  in  tow,  proceeded  towards  New  River  inlet,  arrived  off  that  place  at 
11.30  p.  m.,  and  with  much  difficulty  succeeded  in  landing  the  troop»,  and  cap- 
tning  every  man  of  the  guard  without  firing  a  gun  or  causing  any  alaim. 
Obtain  Kelly  then  marched  to  Sneed*8  ferry,  three  miles  above,  took  all  but 
two  of  the  guard  there,  secured  the  ferry-boat,  and  crossing  the  river,  intrenched 
llBttelf  on  the  cast  bank.  The  prisoners  captured — three  privates  of  the  con- 
fcdento  cavalry,  and  three  citizens  supposed  to  have  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
nbel  government — were  brought  on  board  this  vessel. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  United  States  steamer  Calypso  at  5.30  a.  m.  on  the 
24th  instant,  I  reported  to  Acting  Master  F.  D.  Stuart,  commanding,  and  with 
Us  coucarrcncc  and  the  assistance  of  his  boats,  communication  by  the  river 
with  Captain  Kelly  was  secured  and  signals  arranged. 

On  the  22d  I  again  consulted  with  Captain  Stuart,  and  with  his  approval 
proceeded  up  the  river  with  supplies  for  Captiiin  Kelly  in  the  boats  of  both 
iMsels.  On  our  return  from  the  ferry  this  p.  m.,  our  boats  were  attacked  by 
iri)el  pickets  at  a  point  three  or  four  miles  below  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 
Believing  that  they  were  supported  by  artillery,  who  would  dispute  our  return 
put  the  point,  we  landed  to  cut  them  off  and  capture  their  guns,  but  found  no 
•rtillery,  and  owing  to  the  thick  undergrowth  and  marshes,  we  succeeded  in 
Idung  but  one  prisoner,  a  rebel  Holdier. 

At  8  p.  m.  we  observed  the;  sij;nal  indicating  an  attack  upon  Captain  Kelly, 
nd  prepared  Itoats  for  his  a^isistjiiice ;  at  11  p.m.  learned  by  despatch  from  him 
that  the  attack  was  made  by  a  detachment  of  the  12th  New  York  cavalry,  and 
wnfortunately,  before  the  mistake  was  discovered,  one  of  the  cavalry  was  killed, 
ind  two  slightly  wounded.  Boats  were  immediately  sent  up  to  the  ferry,  and 
H  Captain  Kelly's  object  at  this  point  was  accomplished,  he  returned  to  this 
veuel  with  his  men,  bringing  with  him  Captain  Mar»«hall,  of  the  12th  New  Y^ork 
cavalry,  (wounded  by  the  falling  of  his  horse.)  the  body  of  the  sergeant  killed 
b  the  engagement,  eight  prisoners  and  four  contrabands.  Learning  from  Cap- 
tain Kelly  that  we  should  not  meet  Colonel  Jordan  at  New  Toi)sail  inlet,  as  at 
fnt  arranged,  and  that  the  retreat  of  Colonel  Savage  with  the  New  York  cav- 
•Iry  might  be  cut  off  at  Swansboro*,  both  vessels  left  New  river  at  1.30  p.  m. 
to-day,  by  order  of  Captain  Stuart,  and  steamed  up  the  Bogue  inlet,  and  sent 
the  two  lighters,  one  carrying  a  12-pound  howitzer  and  eight  men  from  the  Ca- 
lypso, to  convey  Captain  Kelly's  commnnd,  and  render  any  assistance  ])ossible 
tt  Swansboro'.    At  8  p.  m.  we  learned  by  signals  that  Captain  Kelly,  with 
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the  two  lighters,  had  gone  to  Beaufort  through  Bogae  sound,  and  it  being  too 
late  for  us  to  reach  there  in  time  to  enter  the  harbor  before  morning,  we  stood 
along  the  beach  on  blockade  duty  for  the  night. 

I  beg  leave,  in  conclusion,  to  testify  to  the  ability  and  energy  of  Captain 
Kelly,  of  the  9th  regiment  Vermont  volunteers.  He  has  been  untiringly  at 
work  ever  since  his  first  landing,  and  though  more  than  once  in  difficult  posi- 
tions, has  managed  his  part  of  the  expedition  with  perfect  success. 

For  my  own  officers  and  men  I  can  only  say,  that  although  they  have  been 
employed  constantly  on  boat  service,  rowing  long  and  hard  against  a  strong 
current  and  through  difficult  channels,  day  and  night,  I  have  heard  no  word  of 
complaint,  but  an  earnest  desire  to  assist  the  enterprise  in  every  possible  way. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  PORTER, 
Acting  En^igUi  Commanding, 


Instructions  to  Acting  Ensign  J.  H,  Porter, 

United  States  Steamer  Calypso, 

Off  New  River  Inlet,  June  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  From  information  furnished  by  yourself,  based  upon  observations  made, 
and  experience  gained  by  your  visit  to  Captain  Kelly  at  the  ferry  to-day,  it 
seems  absolutely  necessary  that  either  the  Calypso  or  Nansemond  should  re- 
main at  this  point,  at  any  rate  for  some  days,  to  render  such  aid  to  onr  forces 
on  shore  as  tliey  may  need,  and  as  we  may  be  able  to  afford,  while  the  other 
vessel  should  repair  to  New  Topsail  inlet,  to  await  Colonel  Jordan's  arriral 
there,  as  per  agreement. 

From  the  fact  that  your  boats  were  fired  at  from  Swann's  Point  on  your 
passage  down  the  river,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  that  point  is  occu- 
pied by  the  rebels,  and  it  may  be  in  considerable  strength ;  this  cuts  off  oar  in- 
tercourse with  Captain  Kelly  by  water  for  the  present. 

As  Swann's  Point  is  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  Captain  Kelly, 
with  his  men,  are  on  the  left  bank,  he  may  be  able,  should  it  be  necessary  m 
him  to  abandon  his  present  position  before  he  is  re-enforced,  to  reach  the  coast 
in  safety,  which,  from  your  statement,  he  will  no  doubt  try  to  do,  somewhere 
near  Cedar  Point,  his  retn»at  must  be  covered  if  in  our  power,  and  his  men 
must  be  speedily  embarked,  should  they  appear. 

Having  more  men  at  my  dl-iposal,  and  greater  facilities  for  the  prompt  and 
efficient  execution  of  such  dnties  as  may  devolve  upon  the  vessel  left,  I  will 
remain  with  the  Calypso,  and  bike  charge  of  the  lighters  and  surf-boats,  with 
the  exception  of  one  of  the  latter,  which  you  will  keep,  as  it  may  be  required 
to  assist  in  transporting  Colonel  Jordan's  men  to  your  vessel,  xou  will  there- 
fore proceed  with  the  Nansemond  to  New  Topsail  inlet,  and  be  ready  at  the 
proper  time  to  render  Colonel  Jordan  any  assistance  he  may  need,  should  he 
make  his  appearance. 

As  you  have  seen  and  conversed  with  Captain  Kelly,  and  know  how  he  is 
situated,  and  what  his  plans  are,  you  will  be  better  able  to  explain  the  condi- 
tion of  things  at  this  place  to  Colonel  Jordan  than  I  can  verbally  or  by  letter. 

From  what  you  informed  me,  I  may  expect  to  hear  from  Captain  Kelly  any 
moment,  either  for  good  or  for  bad ;  but  should  no  intelligence  reach  me  from 
him,  I  will  certainly  not  leave  this  place,  unless  stress  of  weather  drives  me  to 
sea,  until  after  Sunday  next;  perhaps  not  then. 

Should  you  hear  nothing  from  Colonel  Jordan  up  to  Sunday  next,  you  will 
repair  to  this  place  ;  if  I  am  not  here,  take  it  for  granted  that  I  have  g^ne  to 
Beaufort,  and  repair  yourself  with  the  Nansemond  to  that  harbor. 
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Yon  will  send  all  the  prisoners  yon  have  from  the  shore  on  hoard  of  this 
1»  together  with  the  gnard  sent  hy  Captain  Kelly,  with  them ;  send  a  list 
ir  names,  and,  if  any,  what  effects  they  have.     Wishing  you  success, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ohcdient  servant, 

FRED.  D.  STUART, 
Actijig  Master^  Cainmandhig  Calypso, 
Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Portbr, 

Commanding  Nansemond, 


Listructions  to  Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Slnyter, 

United  States  Steamer  Calypso, 

Off  New  Rirer  Inlet,  June  21,  1864. 

SiB:  You  will  take  charge  of  the  first  and  second  cutters  of  this  ship,  each 
ed  with  ten  (10)  men,  and  a  surf-boat  furnished  by  the  Nansemond,  to  be 
manned  by  nine  (9)  men  from  tliis  ship,  and  in  company  with  three  armed 
boats  from  the  Nansem<md,  will  enter  the  New  River  inh*t  and  proceed  up  the 
lirer  as  far  as  what  is  known  as  the  ferry,  about  eight  miles  from  the  entrance, 
vhere  you  will  meet  with  Captain  Kelly,  of  the  army,  who  with  his  company 
ire  somewhere  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  object  of  this  expedition  is  to  render  Captain  Kelly  such  assistance  as 

k  nuiy  require,  and  to  co-operate  with  him  in  any  demonstration  he  may  make. 

The  first  cutter  will  be  armed  with  a  12-pounder  howitzer  on  a  boat  car- 

e.     A  field  cjirriage  for  the  howitzer  will  be  placed  in  the  second  cutter ; 

A  man  will  be  armed  with  a  musket  or  a  pistol,  or  both,  and  a  cutlai^s.    Ten 

s  for  the  howitzer  will  be  sufficient,  and  great  care  must  be  taken  not  to 

c      nd  ammunition  without  a  good  reason  for  so  doing.     You  will  bear  in  mind 

tiDUToa  are  to  traverse  the  waters  of  an  enemy,  and  that  you  and  your  men  will 

be  exposed  to  danger  at  every  point;  be  vigilant,  therefore,  and  sec  that  no  in- 

diicretions  are  committed  by  any  one. 

Do  not  land  until  you  fall  in  with  Captain  Kelly,  who  will  direct  yourmove- 
ne&ts  atWr  you  meet  him.  As  soon  as  your  services  arc  no  longer  required,  rc- 
tam  to  year  comnmnd  to  the  ship. 

I  give  you  a  rough  sketch  of  the  river,  which  will  serve  to  guide  you  to  your 
destination. 

Captain  Porter's  officers  have  been  up  the  New  River  inlet,  and  arc  in  pos- 
nwion  of  infonnation  which  will  be  useful  to  you.  Act  in  pc^rfect  uuison  with 
the  oflicers  of  the  Xansemoud,  who  have,  so  far,  acted  successfully  under  the 
orders  of  Captain  l^orter. 

Should  any  accident  befall  you,  lose  no  time  in  acquainting  me  with  the  facts. 
A  careful  look-out  will  be  kept  for  signals  from  you  or  Captain  Kelly,  either  by 
firing  guns  or  rrK'kets. 

Wishing  you  success,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  D.  STUART, 
Af'ting  Alastcr,  Commanding  Steamer  Calypso, 
Acting  Enrfign  S.  G.  Sluvtek,  Calypso, 
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THREATENED  ATTACK  ON  ANNAPOLIS,  MARYLAND. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S,  F,  Lee, 

Flag-Ship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  July  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  Vicksburg  arrived  oq  the  18th,  from  Anaapolis,  having  left  oa  the 
17th,  in  obedience  to  a  telegraphic  order  from  the  department,  and  I  transmitf 
enclosed.  Lieutenant  Commander  Braine's  report,  dated  14th  instant,  of  his  ar- 
rival at  Annapolis  on  the  13th  instant,  and  the  dispositions  made  by  him,  in 
conjunction  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  small  force  there,  (three  hun- 
dred invalids,)  to  defend  the  place,  the  Vicksburg  being  stationed  abovf,  and  the 
Daylight,  which  arrived  on  the  13th  instant  from  Baltimore,  below  the  town, 
commanding  the  works.  The  junction  being  occupied  by  the  rebels,  there 
were  apprehensions  felt  of  an  attack  by  that  force.  Communication  with 
Washington  was  cut  off.  The  telegram  referred  to,  sent  by  way  of  Baltimore, 
I  received  on  the  18th,  from  the  department. 

I  also  enclose  (2)  Lieutenant  Commander  Brain e*8  report  of  same  date,  of 
his  sending  a  tug  up  South  river  to  take  possession  of  boats,  to  prevent  the 
rebels  from  crossing  in  the  rear  of  the  line  of  rifle  pits;  and  (3)  report,  dated 
the  14th  instant,  of  Acting  Ensign  Osborne,  detailed  for  this  duty,  who  took 
possession  of  one  (1)  schooner,  five  (5)  scows  and  three  (3)  small  boats,  which 
were  left  in  Annapolis  harbor  on  the  departure  of  the  Vicksburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N.  A,  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  D.  L,  Braine, 

United  States  Steamer  Vicksburg, 

Annapolis,  Maryland,  July  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  Upon  my  arrival  here,  Wednesday  morning,  I  found  all  on  shore  await* 
ing  anxiously  and  fearfully  the  approach  of  the  rebel  forces  who  occapj  the 
Junction.  Of  course  I  was  welcomed.  I  find  the  place  defended  by  invalidi 
from  the  hospital,  about  three  hundred  in  all.  Everybody  fearful  of  the  ap- 
proach by  the  way  of  the  Severn  river,  I  placed  the  Vicksburg  above  the  town 
to  occupy  a  commanding  flanking  position,  and  telegraphed  you  conciAelj  af* 
fairs  and  wants,  which  telegram  I  sent  by  Mr.  Hill,  the  governor's  private 
secretary.  He  was  to  send  it  from  Baltimore.  Communication  with  Washing- 
ton  is  cut  off.  I  communicated  with  Colonel  Root,  commanding,  and  find  he 
has  a  line  of  rifle  pits  ready,  with  four  guns,  which  he  thinks  he  can  defend 
snccessfully  against  a  raiding  force. 

The  Daylight  arrived  yesterday  evening.  I  stationed  her  on  the  other  aide 
of  the  town  ;  so  now  the  works  erected  for  the  protection  of  the  town  can  be 
covered  by  the  guns  of  the  two  gunboats.  I  placed  my  light  twelve-ponnder 
howitzer,  with  crew,  upon  a  tug  here,  and  she  will  picket  up  the  creek  on  the 
line  of  the  rifle  pits. 

I  feel  assured  we  can  give  the  rebels  a  warm  reception,  and  protect  the  town. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  BRAINE, 

Lieutenant  C<nnmander, 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 
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Additional  Report  of  Lietitenant  Commander  D,  L.  Braine, 

United  States  Steamer  Vicksburg, 

AnnapoUsi  Maryland^  July  14,  1864. 

Sib  :  On  Wednesday  night  I  sent  up  the  South  river  and  took  possession 
of  Bome  8COWB  used  for  ferrying  across  that  nver ;  also  a  schooner  and  a  num- 
ber of  boats.  This  was  done  to  prevent  the  rebels  crossing  in  rear  of  our  line 
of  rifle  pits.  I  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign  F.  G.  Osborne,  the  officer 
commanding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  BRAINE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va, 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  F.  G,  Oshom, 

United  States  Steamer  Vicksburg, 

Annapolis  Harbor,  July  14,  1864. 

SiB:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
IB  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  instant  I  took  charge  of  the  tug-boat  Grace  Titus, 
Banned  by  an  armed  crew  of  ten  men,  and  on  which  was  mounted  a  twelve- 
poonder  howitzer,  fully  supplied  with  ammunition. 

I  proceeded  up  South  river  about  ten  miles  from  its  mouth,  landed  with  an 
■nned  force  at  Taylorsville,  also  at  a  small  settlement  above  and  at  the  "  lower 
ferrj."  I  also  scoured  the  shores  of  the  river  on  both  banks,  in  a  small  boat, 
IB  search  of  scows  and  other  craft  that  might  be  used  by  the  enemy  in  trans- 
porting troops. 

I  seized  and  took  in  tow  all  such  scows,  boats,  vessels,  and  other  means  of 
'tnuBportation  which  I  saw,  consi.sting  of  the  following,  and  which,  in  obedience 
to  Rich  orders,  I  have  brought  into  this  harbor  and  anchored  near  this  vessel. 

The  schooner  Welldone,  commanded  by  I^evi  Wilson,  and  claimed  to  be 
•vned  by  him-  She  has  no  cargo  on  board  except  a  tierce  of  bacon,  which  the 
BMster  says  belongs  to  a  farmer  at  Taylorsville.  I  have  brought  the  master 
Bad  his  crew  of  three  men  down  in  the  schooner.  Two  large  scows  or  flat- 
koats,  also  claimed  to  be  owned  by  I^evi  Wilsnn.  One  old  scow  or  flat-boat, 
BBid  to  be  owned  by  Stephen  L.  Lee,  of  Taylorsville.  Throe  small  boats  said 
to  belong  to  his  sons.  One  lar^e  scow  or  ferry-boat  said  to  belong  to  John 
Davis,  of  the  same  town. '  One  scow  or  ferry-boat,  and  two  small  boats,  said 
to  belong  to  Samuel  Duvall  of  Taylorsville  and  Colonel  Walton  of  Annapolis. 
I  have  the  pleasure,  sir,  in  being  able  to  report  tliat,  in  obedience  to  your 
iBstmctions,  the  expedition  was  conducted  with  the  utmost  quietudt*.  My  pre- 
cautions in  this  respect,  combined  with  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  enabled  me  to 
perform  all  my  duty  and  return  without  the  knowledge  of  any  one  up  the  river. 
I  am  much  indebted  to  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Thomas  E.  Smith,  for 
the  able  assistance  which  he  rendt^red  me. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  G.  OSBORN,  Acting  Ensign. 
licatcnant  Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  ITnited  States  Steamer  Vicksburg, 
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CAPTURE  OF  THE  MAIL-BOAT  FAWN. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S,  P.  Lee, 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockadixg  Squadron, 

Beaufortf  N,  C,  September  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  Commander  Macomb  reports,  under  date  of  1 3th  instant,  that  be  was 
informed  on  the  lOtb  instant,  by  letter  from  Colonel  Wardrop,  commanding  sub- 
division of  Albemarle,  that  the  mail-boat  Fawn,  from  Norfolk,  had  been  burned 
bj  the  rebels  in  the  canal  on  the  night  of  the  9th,  and  naval  assistance  was 
requested  to  capture  the  party.  He  accordingly  sent  the  Wyalusing,  Lieutenant 
Commander  English,  to  Elizabeth  City,  on  the  Pasquotank,  thinking  that  the 
rebels  would  probably  retreat  inland  and  might  be  found  at  that  point,  and 
directed  Lieutenant  Commander  English  to  bring  off  some  of  the  principal  citi- 
zens of  that  place  to  be  detained  until  investigation  was  made  into  the  affair, 
as  he  had  heard  (unofficially)  that  an  understanding  existed  that  the  citizens  of 
Elizabeth  City  and  vicinity  should  protect  vessels  passing  through  the  canal  in 
consideration  of  communication  being  permitted  them  with  Roanoke  island,  (and 
Newbem,  and  trade  with  Norfolk,  Lieutenant  Commander  English  adds.)  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  English  proceeded  to  Elizabeth  City,  having  on  board  the 
marines  from  the  Shamrock  and  Chicopee,  and  some  men  from  the  Wyalusing, 
picketed  the  place,  and  arrested  seven  (7)  prominent  citizens.  He  learned  that 
the  rebels  had  at  least  eight  (8)  hours'  start,  and  thought  it  useless  to  continue 
the  pursuit.  He  ascertained  that  the  Fawn  was  burned  by  about  twenty  (20) 
men  from  the  Albemarle,  commanded  by  one  of  her  officers  named  Hopkins, 
who  before  the  rebellion  had  run  a  boat  on  this  canal.  They  fired  on  demand- 
ing surrender,  killing  and  wounding  seven  (7)  persons;  twenty-nine  (29)  pris- 
oners were  taken,  including  one  (1)  colonel  and  two  (2)  majors,  the  rest  soldiers, 
government  employes,  and  citizens.  A  Major  Jenney  and  Mr.  Julian,  member 
of  Congress,  were  released  at  Elizabeth  City  and  went  to  Roanoke  island. 

Commander  Macomb  turned  over  the  seven  (7)  hostages  to  Colonel  Wardrop, 
and  they  were  sent  by  him^  to  General  Shepley  at  Norfolk. 

I  enclose  the  reports  of  Commander  Macomb  (1)  and  Lieutenant  Commander 
English  (2,)  dated,  respectively,  13th  and  12th  instants. 

I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE. 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B,  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wellks, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Report  of  Co?n?nander  W,  H,  Macomb, 

United  States  Steamer  Shamrock, 

September  13,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  I 
received  a  letter  from  Colonel  1).  W.  Wardrop,  commanding  subdivision  of  Al- 
bemarle, stating  that  the  mail-boat  Fawn,  from  Norfolk,  had  been  burned  by  the 
rebels  in  the  canal  on  the  night  of  the  9th  instant,  and  asking  me  to  assist  in 
endeavoring  to  capture  the  rebel  party.  In  compliance  with  this  request,  I  sent 
the  Wyalusing,  Lieutenant  Commander  Earl  English,  up  the  Pasquotank  rirer 
to  Elizabeth  City,  thinking  that,  as  the  rebels  would  probably  retreat  inland 
after  they  had  accomplished  i\ni  destruction  of  the  boat,  this  would  be  the  point 
at  which  they  would  most  likely  be  found. 
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I  inrtracted  Lieutenant  Commander  English  to  bring  off  as  hostages  from 
Elixabeth  City  some  of  the  principal  citizens,  to  be  detained  until  some  investi- 
gation had  been  made  into  this  affair.  I  gave  this  order  because  I  had  heard 
(nnofficially)  that  the  citizens  of  this  city  were  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the 
boats  passing  through  the  canal,  a  responsibility  which  thoy  undertook  in  con- 
ndeiation  of  being  allowed  the  privilege  of  communication  with  Roanoke  and 
Newbem. 

My  directions  were  promptly  carried  out  by  Lieutenant  Commander  English, 
18  will  be  seen  by  his  report,  which  I  herewith  enclose. 

On  the  return  of  the  Wyalusing  I  sent  the  seven  citizens  from  Elizabeth  City 
to  Roanoke  island,  to  be  delivered  to  Colonel  D.  W.  Wardrop,  commanding. 
They  have  been  delivered,  and  Colonel  Wardrop  informs  me  this  morning  that 
he  has  sent  them  to  General  Shipley  at  Norfolk.  The  colonel  also  tolls  me 
that  there  were  seven  men  killed  and  wounded  on  the  mail-boat  by  the  rebels, 
who  fired  the  moment  they  demanded  her  surrender. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  MACOMB, 
Commandery  Comm*dg  Fourth  Dirlsian,  N,  A.  B,  Squadron. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Cpmmunding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Co7nmander  Earl  English, 

United  States  Gunboat  Wyalusing, 

Aibeinarh  Sound,  Sejtte^nher  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  Itt  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  10th  instant,  I  received  on  board  this 
Teasel  the  marines  from  the  Sbamrock  and  Chicopee,  with  a  company  of  men 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Duer,  and  proceeded  to  Elizabeth  Vhy,     Imme- 
diately upon  my  arrival,  landed  a  strong  force  under  command  of  Lieuteii.nnt 
Doer,  of  tljc  Shamrock,  and  Acting  Master  Hathaway  of  this  vessel,  picketed 
the  place  and  arrested  seven  of  its  most  prominent  citizens ;  aj«certained  from 
them  that  the  mail  steamer  Fawn    had  been  captured   and   burned  by  a  pnrty 
from  the  H'bel  ram  Albemarhs  numbering  .about  twenty  (20,)  commanded  by  a 
I»er!»on  named  Hopkins,  an  officer  of  the  ram,  who  previou.><ly  to  the  rebellion 
had  been  employed  in  running  a  boat  on  the  same  canal.     The  prisoners  num- 
bered twenly-nine  (29,)  consii»ting  of  one  colonel,  two  mnjors,  one  or  two  citi- 
zeni«,  the  rest  soldiers,  or  employi'is  of  the  government.     Two  persons*  were 
releai»ed  at   Elizabeth   City,  who  left   immediately  for   Koanoke   island.     One 
«raa]I  mail-bag   only  was   sern   in   their   posser«sion.     I    thought  it  useless  to 
attempt  pursuit,  as  they  had  all  of  eight  hours*  start,  which,  at  moderate  travel- 
ling, would  have  brought  them  quite  to  the  Chowan  river,  where  they  were  to 
cross.     ][flving  understood  that  the  citizens  of  Elizabeth  City  and  the  adjoin- 
ing counties  had  had  an  understanding  with  the  government   that  they  wouhl 
protect  the  canal  from  all  assaults,  providing  they  were  allowed  the  privilege  of 
trading  with  Norfolk,  I  have  brought  these  seven  citizens  with  me,  and  now 
deliver  them  to  you,  in  order  that  a  more  thorough  investigation  may  be  made. 
If  there  was  the  least  desire  on   the  part  of  the   inhabitants   to  guard  against 
such  raids,  they  could  all  be   checked  or  suppressed  by  their  giving  timely 
notice,  which  they  have  ample  means  of  doing.     I  am   satir^iicd  that  should 
the  people  of  this  district  understand  that  they  will  be  assessed  and  forced  to 
pay  the  full  value  of  this  loss,  here^ter  government  property  passing  throngh 

'Hnjor  JenneT,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Senator  Juliaa,  as  I  have  since  btKJii  informal  Uy  Colonel 
Wardrop,  U.  8. 'A  W.  H.  MACOMB. 

15  N 
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would  be  cared  for  with  the  same  interest  with  which  they  ch  erish  their  own 

I  have  discovered  that  the  people  in  this  section  of  conntry  are  as  fond  of  the 

almighty  dollar  as  the  Chinese,  and  possess  about  the  same  amount  of  patriotism. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EARL  ENGLISH, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 

Commander  W.  H.  Malcomb, 

Com^dg  Fourth  Divisiont  N,  A.  B.  Squadron^ 

U.  iS.  Steamer  Shamrock,  Sounds  of  N.  C 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLOCKADE-RUNNER  LYNX. 
Report  of  Acting  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Ztee, 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadroft, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  September  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  Refen-ing  to  Acting  Master  Kemble*s  report  of  the  26th  instant,  forwarded 
on  the  28th,  I  transmit  enclosed  reports  from  the  Howquah  and  Gov.  Bucking- 
ham in  reference  to  the  destruction  of  a  blockade  runner  on  the  night  of  the 
25th,  which,  as  appears  from  North  Carolina  papers  forwarded  in  my  No.  605^ 
of  this  date,  was  the  Lynx. 

The  Howquah  sustained  a  cross-fire  from  the  fort  and  from  our  own  Te8sel8» 
and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Balch  thinks  that  two  shots  were  fired  by  the 
Lynx.  He  lost  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded.  The  encloeed  reports  give 
full  particulars. 

The  main  credit  of  this  affair  seems  to  be  due  to  Acting  Master  Kemble,  of  the 
Niphon.  I  have  ordered  his  examination  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  Acting 
Volimteer  Lieutenant. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  McDearmid,  commanding  the  GU)v.  Buckingham» 
and  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Balch,  commanding  the  Howauah,  acted 
promptly  and  efficiently,  as  usual.     I  was  present  off  New  inlet  at  toe  time. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com*dg  N,  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J,  W,  Balck. 

United  States  Steamer  Howquah, 

Of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  September  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

While  standing  on  our  station  on  the  night  of  the  25th  instant  saw  a  rocket 
and  the  flash,  and  heard  the  reports  of  three  guns ;  Fort  Fisher  bearing  south- 
west  by  west,  distance  one  and  a  half  mile.  Ship  in  four  and  a  half  fathoms 
of  water.  Spread  fires  and  called  all  hands  to  quarters,  and  wore  ship,  head  to 
the  eastward.  Made  a  side-wheel  steamer  with  two  smoke-stacks,  standing  to 
the  northward  and  eastward,  and  two  of  our  vessels  to  the  sonth  and  east  of  the 
steamer,  firing  rockets  and  guns  toward  the  steamer.  Started  ahead,  full  steam* 
intending  to  run  her  down,  but  the  strange  steamer  was  going  so  fast,  I  found  I 
could  not  reach  her,  although  we  were  going  a  good  ten  knots  at  the  time*    Pat 
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lidm  to  starboard,  which  brought  the  two  ships  side  hj  side,  heading  north- 

BQ       utt  distance  about  one  hundred  yards.     Fired  from  the  starboard  batterj- 

tvo  percussion  shells  from  the  thirty-pound  rifles,  one  of  them  striking  the 

paddle-box,  and  the  other  forward  of  the  paddle-box.     The  explosion  of  the 

d      iUnminated  the  ship  so  that  we  could  plainly  see  the  parts  of  the  paddle- 

and  ship  flying  in  all  directions.     During  this  time,  to  the  best  of  my 

oeoef,  the  steamer  fired  two  shots  at  us.     Shot  and  shell  were  fired  at  us  from 

re  batteries,  and  also  a  continued  fire  from  our  own  vessels,  coming  from 

1         asterly  direction,  shot  and  shell  passing  over  and  near  us.     At  7.20 

one  thirty-pound  percussion  shell  struck  the  main  rail  on  the  starboard 

w,  catting  it  through,  also  striking  the  forward  end  of  the  thirty-pound  pivot 

e,  cutting  the  breeching  in  two  and  disabling  the  carnage,  glancing  over 

iking  the  main  rail  on  the  port  side  and  falling  on  the  deck.     I  have  the 

soot  now  on  board.     Fortunately  this  shell  did  not  explode.     This  shell  in  its 

passage  struck  Patrick  Bagley,  ordinary  seaman,  taking  off  his  right  leg  and 

cflliDg  him  almost  instantly;  also  slightly  wounding  Martin  Glynn,  landsman, 

Thoaias  Judge,  landsman,  William   Roach,  landsman,  and   George   Stevens, 

cockswain.    Owing,  at  this  time,  to  the  cross-fire  from  the  batteries  and  our  own 

ds,  and  with  a  green  crew  that  had  never  before  been  under  fire,  it  was 

impossible  to  keep  them  at  the  guns.     Immediately  after  our  shells  struck 

hauled  up  for  the  beach,  we  losing  sight  of  her  when  getting  end  on. 

6     tiy  after  made  a  sail  to  the  eastward,  challenged  her,  and  was  answered  by 

niffht  signal.     Spoke  the  United  States  steamer  Gov.  Buckingham,  and  re- 

[  a  surgeon  to  be  sent  on  board.     At  7.50  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  W. 

0.  J       ;er  came  on  board  and  did  all  that  could  be  done  for  the  wounded.     At 

6      p.  m.  saw  the  steamer  on  the  beach  on  fire,  where  she  continued  to  bum 

ai        it.     We  returned  on  our  station  at  8.30  p.  m. 

1  Deg  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  gallant  conduct  and  coolness 
dii^yed  by  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  W.  Brooks,  Acting  Ensign  G.  P. 
Bt  John,  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  William  G.  McLane,  Acting 
Seeond  Assistant  Enguieer  D.  R.  Wylic,  Acting  Master's  Mate  R.  B.  Smith, 
Boatswain's  Mates  William  G.  Connor  and  Alexander  Robinson,  for  the  faithful 
peifonnauce  of  their  duties  under  trying  circumstances. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  W.  BALCH, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Com*dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Howquah, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  N.  A,  B,  Squadron, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  McDcarmid, 

U.  S.  Steamer  Governor  Buckingham, 

Off  New  Inlet,  N,  C,  September  26,  1864. 

SfR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  shortly  after  7  p.  m.  last  evening, 

^'iile  lying  in  six  fathoms  water.  Mound  light  bearing  southwest  by  south,  ob- 

'eired  firing  from  United  States  steamer  Niphon,  followed  by  a  rocket  thrown  up 

to  Dorth-northeast.     Stood  in  full  speed  north  by  west ;  saw  a  long  side-wheel 

*teamer,  with  two  smoke-stacks  and  two  masts,  steering  to  the  northward,  and 

pnng  very  rapidly.     Endeavored  to  get  alongside  of  her,  but  found  her  too 

fiuL    Fired  five  shells  at  her,  two  of  which  struck  and  one  100-pounder  burs  ted 

orer  her.     The  blockade-breaker  stood  for  the  beach  and  got  out  of  sight. 

While  standing  in  after  her,  and  to  the  northward  of  her,  observed  one  of  our 

fltetmen  making  the  night  challenges  very  often.    Slowed  down,  and  were  hailed 
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by  the  United  States  steamer  Howquah  to  send  a  surgot 
tliree  men  wounded.     I  immediately  despatched  a  boat  • 
Surgeon  TV.  S.  Parker,  of  this  vessel.     Upon  his  return  li« 
of  the  men  was  dead;  the  other -two  slightly  wounded.    A 
a  fire  on  the  beach.    When  I  got  to  the  north  end  of  my  {^i 
the  blockade-breaker  burning  on  the  beach.     After  daylight.  ♦' 
twenty  bales  of  cotton.     I  think  the  100-pounder  and  the  30-"»^' 
struck  the  blockade-breaker  must  have  set  her  on  fire,  as  iti- 
explosion.     She  was  so  close  that  I  fired  all  the  chargce  Uu. 
the  men  on  her  bridge. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  Mcr-" 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenati 
Captain  0.  S.  Glisson, 

First  Divisiojial  Officer^  off  New  Inlet,  N,  C, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Edward  Kemble, 

United  States  Steamer  Nipi 
Off  New  Inlet,  N.  C,  Septcm^^^ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  7.30  p.  m.  last  evenin 
on  the  north  beat  of  my  station,  (No.  1,)  in  four  fathoms  wnt» 
bearing  west  by  south,  I  discovered  a  long  steamer,  painted  v.. 
smoke-stacks  and  two  masts,  coming  out  of  Swash  cliaimel.     I 
gave  chase,  went  to  quarters,  cast  loose  port  battery,  and  comnii 
her.     Fired  several  broadsides,  nearly  every  shot  taking  effect  I 
the  steamer.     Finding  that  she  was  leaving  us,  I  immediately  kI 
her  off,  intending  to  run  her  down,  but  her  superior  speed  enablof^  ' 
my  bow  at  some  twenty  yards  distance.     I  still  continued  firin«r 
throwing  up  rockets  until  she  was  sighted  by  the  blockaden  to  tfi' 
Feeling  satisfied  that  she  could  not  proceed  to  sea  with  the  damage 
by  this  vessel,  and  the  vessels  to  the  northward  having  her  in  sight,  - 
my  station  to  watch  for  her  return ;  also  to  prevent  the  escape  of  anoti. 
which  was  lying  under  the  Mound  ready  to  come  out.     Shortly  aftc- 
on  my  station  I  discovered  a  dense  column  of  smoke  and  flame  in  i. 
of  Ilalf-moon  battery  rising  from  a  steamer's  hull,  and  showing  plainly 
and  smoke-stacks,  satisfying  me  that  she  was  the  same  steamer  mat  I  . 
to,  having  been  compelled  to  run  on  shore  through  damages  recei . 
vessel  to  the  northward  claims  to  have  run  her  on  shore.     The  n:i 
steamer  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. 

The  ammunition  expended  was  eight  32-pounder  5-incli  shell;  or 
pounder  shot;  three  (3)  percussion  shell,  20-pounder  Parrott;  andthrci- 
cussion  shell,  12-pouncler  howitzer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  EEHBLE.  "- 
Acting  Master,  Cummanding  JV^' 

Lieut.  Com'dr  M.  Haxtun,  '^ 

Stnior  Officer  present,  Com'dg  First  Div.  N.  A,  B,  Squadron^ 

United  States  Steamer  MercediHa- 

Forwarded. 

Respectfully, 

H.  H> 
Lieutenant  Commander,  and  Senior  < 
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STRINGENCY  OF  THE  BLOCKADE. 
Letter  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Flao-Ship  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  C,  September  30,  1864. 

8ll :  I  transmit  enclosed  the  Fayetteville  North  Carolinian  of  the  17th  in- 
tUat  and  the  Wilmington  Daily  Journal  of  the  20th  and  27th  instants. 

I  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  marked  passages  in 
tkeee  papers,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  stringency  of  the  blockade  is  felt 
and  ackn4^wledged  by  the  rebels. 

I  have  me  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear- Admiral,  Com^dg  N.  A.  B,  Squadion 

Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nai'^y, 


[From  "The  Daily  Journal,"  Wilmington,  N.  C,  September  20,  1864.  J 

EDITORIALS. 

It  may  be  something  short  oj"  petit  treason  for  us  to  say  so,  but  still  we  say 
it'^kat  tee  are  not  so  sure  that  the  Tallahassee  expedition  will  pay  a  large  divi- 
dend. She  certainly  kicked  up  a  fuss,  but  we  doubt  very  much  whether  she 
weakened  the  military  resources  of  the  Yankee  government  to  any  appreciable 
extent  It  is  pretty  certain  that  she  has  turned  an  unpleasant  amount  of  at- 
tention npon  this  port,  and  may  be  the  cause  of  bringing  down  upon  us  the 
intin  part  of  the  Yankee  navy.  The  blockade  here  will  be  doubly  strict — that 
is  certain. 

"Trfte  Prize  Steamer  Lillian. — This  prize  steamer,  now  at  the  navy 

Si  in  Philadelphia,  is  a  new  and  sharp-built  Clyde  propeller  of  475  tons  bur- 
,  and  haa  been  libelled  and  appraised.     The  Navy  Department  has  been  in- 
fonned  of  her  appraised  value,  which  wjis  Si  40,000,  and  was  accepted.     She  is 
•dmirably  adapted  for  cruising,  and  will  doubtless  secure  many  a  prize."     So 
•tJB  the  Philadelphia  Enquirer. 
How  many  such  have  left  confederate  ports  1 

[From  ''The  Daily  Journal,"  Wilmington,  N.  C,  September  27,  1864.] 

EDITORIALS. 

The  Mobile  Tribune,  of  a  late  date,  says :  "  There  is  not  a  word  of  news  from 
below.  The  fleet  is  inactive,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  the  movement  of  the 
troop0.  Farragut,  as  we  judge  from  the  Yankee  papers,  has  gone  to  another 
station.  It  is  believed  that  he  has  been  ordered  to  try  his  prowess  at  Wil- 
mington." 

Poi»sibly.  There  is  a  thundering  blockade  off  here  note,  that's  pretty  certain, 
whether  the  man  with  the  queer  name  has  got  anything  to  do  with  it  or  not. 
All  credit  it  mainly  to  the  real  or  supposed  presence  of  (he  Tallahassee  and  sun- 
dry other  mysterious  sea  monsters.     The  Yank(*e  papers  even  report  the  Florida 

among  the  vessels  that  have  come  into  this  port. 


Loss  OF  THE  Lynx. — Last  night  the  fine  blockade-running  steamer  Lynx, 
belonging  to  Jno.  Frazer  &  Co.,*  and  commanded  by  Captain  Reid,  crossed 

*  Fraxer,  Trenholm  &  Co. ;  Trenholm,  now  rebel  secretary  of  treasury. 
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New  Inlet  bar  and  put  to  sea,  bound  to  Bermuda,  with  a  cargo  consisting  ma 
of  over  six  hundred  (600)  bales  of  cotton;  one  half  on  government  accois 
She  had  also  $50,000  in  gold  on  freight  for  government.     She  had  some  r 
passengers.     Just  after  she  got  out  she  was  pursued  by  the  blockading  squadiai 
by  which  she  was  completely  hemmed  in.     She  was  struck  eight  times,  six  a^. 
below  the  water-line.      Finding  the  ship  in  a  sinking  condition,  the  capt^ 
beached  her  some  Jive  or  six  miles  above  Fort  Fisher,     The  crew  and  pa 
gers  escaped,  with  a  portion  of  their  effects,  and  the  vessel  was  burned  to  ^ 
vent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.     The  gold  belonging  to 
government  was  saved.     The  enemy  got  so  close  as  to  fire  a  volley  of  muskel 
at  the  Lynx,  by  which  one  of  the  crew  was  wounded. 

[From  "The  Carolinian,"  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  September  17,  1864.] 

BDITORIAL. 

« 

The  loss  of  the  Advance  is  a  pretty  severe  blow  to  our  State.     She  has  ( 
noble  service  for  oar  North  Carolina  soldiers,  and  has  paid  herself  twenty 
There  are  more  Clyde-built  steamers,  and  North  Carolina  has  money  to  j 
credit  in  Europe.     We  believe  that  the  State  owned  but  one-third  of  in 
Advance. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLOCKADE  RUNNER  NIGHT  HAWK. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  S,  P,  Lee. 

Flag-Ship,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

Beaufort,  N.  C,  October  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  the  destruction  of  ih 
blockade  runner  Night  Hawk  by  the  Niphon  on  the  night  of  the  29th  ultim< 
The  enclosed  report,  dated  30th  instant,  from  Acting  Master  Kemble,  gives  fu 
particulars.  I  have  disposed  of  the  few  articles  saved,  as  thereon  noted.  I 
my  No.  606,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  informed  the  department  that  I  had,  in  coi 
sideration  of  Acting  Master  Kemble's  services  in  the  destruction  of  the  Lyn? 
ordered  his  examination  for  promotion  to  acting  volunteer  lieutenant.  I  no^ 
respectfully  recommend  that  this  promotion  be  conferred  without  the  fonnalit 
of  an  examination.  I  also  recommend  for  promotion  Acting  Ensign  £.  ^ 
^emon,  of  the  Niphon,  who,  as  will  be  seen  Dy  his  report,  enclosed  in  Actio 
Master  Kemble's,  ooarded  the  Night  Hawk  under  the  heavy  fire  from  the  for 
and  set  her  on  fire,  and  who  has  also  rendered  valuable  services,  alluded  to  i 
my  recent  confidential  reports  to  the  department. 

The  blockade  is  now  as  close  as  it  can  be  made  with  the  means  at  my  co 
mand.     The  smaller  vessels  are  stationed  as  near  the  bar  and  batteries  as  to 
state  of  the  weather,  light,  and  their  draught,  will  allow.    These  are  pressed  in  b 
a  line  of  larger  vessels,  and  these  again  by  the  divisional  officer,  moving  alo 
the  line.     The  inner  line  are  not  allowed  to  chase  off;  those  of  the  i 
which  see  the  runner,  are.     All  ai*e  kept  under  way  all  night. 
I  hav£,  sir,  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  N,  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  E,  Kemble, 

United  States  Steamer  NiphoiV, 
Of  New  Met,  N.  C,  September  30,  1864. 

SiB :  At  11.15  p.  m.  saw  a  steamer  at  the  southeast  standing  in  towards  Xew 
inlet,  the  Niphon  being  in  five  («5)  fathoms  water,  Mound  light  bearing  west 
by  Boath ;  gave  chase,  went  to  quarters,  opened  fire  upon  her,  causing  her  to 
mn  ashore  on  Federal  shoals. 

At  11.30  sent  2d  cutter  with  armed  boat's  crew,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
E.  N.  Semon  and  Second  Assistant  Ensign  T.  L.  Churchill,  with  orders  to  see  if 
taid  steamer  could  be  got  afloat ;  if  not,  to  bring  off  officers  and  crew,  and 
destroy  her.  Shortly  after  his  boarding  the  steamer,  the  fort  and  batteries 
opened  fire  upon  both  her  and  this  vessel,  several  of  the  shell  falling  in  close 
froximity  to  us. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  N.  Semon,  who  carried  out  my 
ioBtnictions  with  great  coolness  and  energy  under  the  severe  fire  of  the  bat- 
teries. At  1.40  this  a.  m.  the  boat  returned  to  this  ship  in  company  with  one 
of  tke  steamer's  boats,  bringing  the  captain,  officers,  and  part  of  the  crew,  in 
•U  twenty-three,  (23.)  The  complement  of  the  vessel  was  forty-two,  (42,) 
i^eteen  (19)  of  whom  escaped  on  shore. 

The  vessel  proved  to  be  the  English  steamer  Night  Hawk,  with  general  cargo 
tot  Wilmington,  from  Bermuda  the  26th  instant.  The  steamer  was  long  and 
low,  side- wheel,  two  smoke-stacks,  and  two- masted ;  sailed  from  Liverpool 
AogoBt  27,  and  was  owned  in  that  place ;  rate  of  speed,  fourteen  knots ; 
three  hundred  tons  burden ;  cost  dC30,000 ;  capacity  of  carrying  eight  hundred 
(800)  bales  of  cotton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  KEMBLE, 
Acting  Master,  Cmnmanding  Nip/ion, 
Captain  O.  S.  Gltsson, 

Com'dg  1st  Division  N.  A.  B,  Squadron, 

United  States  Steamer  Santiago  de  Cuba, 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  N,  Semon. 

United  Statks  Steamer  Niphon, 
Of  New  Inlet,  N  C„  Sept(mber  30,  1864. 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  left  this  vessel  at  11.40  p.  m.  in  charge 
of  2d  cutter,  accompanied  by  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  T.  L.  Churchill, 
and  proceeded  to  destroy  the  vessel  which  we  caused  to  run  on  the  Federal 
shoals,  distant  about  one  half  mile  from  Fort  Fisher. 

At  12.15  a.  m.  came  alongside  the  vessel,  after  firing  several  rifle  shots  at  a 
bott  which  was  escaping  from  the  steamer.  I  succeeded  in  boarding  her  safely 
on  the  port  side,  although  a  heavy  surf  was  running  at  the  time. 

I  immediately  sent  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  T.  L.  Churchill  to  the 
engine-room,  and  after  ascertaining  that  the  steamer  could  not  be  got  off  the 
shoals,  I  collected  all  the  combustibles  which  could  be  got  at,  including  several 
cases  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  set  lier  on  fire  in  the  cabin.  At  the  same  time 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  T.  L.  Churchill,  by  my  order,  set  her  on  fire 
forwaid;  he  also  threw  several  shovePs  full  of  live  coals,  taken  from  the  fur- 
'^^^  into  the  coal  bunkers.  After  seeing  that  the  fire  was  progressing  favora- 
*^'y»  I  ordered  all  hands  belonging  to  the  steamer,  including  the  captain  and 
chief  engmeer,  to  get  into  the  boat  under  my  charge.     I  also  gave  orders  to  the 
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crew  of  the  steamer  to  lower  their  own  hoats  and  follow  me  to  the  Niphon. 
About  this  time  Fort  Fisher  opened  upon  ns  with  shot,  shell  and  grape,  which 
fell  all  around  us.  Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  remain  longer  on  board,  I  started 
for  this  ship  and  came  aboard  at  1.40  a.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  N.  SEMON, 
Acting  Ensign  United  iStates  Navy. 
Acting  Master  E.  Kemble, 

Cormnandivg  United  States  Steamer  Nij^hon, 


Blockade  runners  captured  and  destroyed  off  Wi-mington,  N,  C,  from  August 
1,  1863,  to  October  10,  18G4,  by  the  N,  A,  B.  Squadron,  Acting  Rear- 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  commanding. 


NiimcH. 


Kate 

Hebe 

Ariibiun 

Juno 

Phantom 

Elizabeth 

Douro 

VenuH 

Margaret  and  Jewie 

Comubia 

KUa  and  Anna 

R.  E.  Lee 

Ella 

Baniibee 

CereH 

(leueral  Beauregard 
Autonica 

Bendigo 

VeHta 

Dare 

llanger 

Wild  Dnyrell 

Nutlicld 

Dee 

Emily 

Fannie  and  Jennie. 


Date. 


1863, 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sfpt. 
Sept. 
Sept 


1. 
18. 
15. 
22. 
23. 


October  . . 


Oct. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 


11. 
21. 

5. 

8. 

9. 

9. 
10. 
21. 

6. 
12. 
20. 


1864. 


Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Vvb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 


3. 

7. 

7. 
11. 

2. 

4. 

5. 
10. 
10. 


Bemarks. 


Captured , 

Destroyed , 

Destroyed 

Captured 

Destroyed 

Dentroyed 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Captured 

Captured 

Captured 

Captured 

Captured 

Captured 

Captured 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Destroyed J 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Destroyetl 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 


Names. 


Pet 

Spunky  

Scotia 

Don 

Mary  Ann 

Young  Republio.. 

Minnie 

Greyhound 

I'ristram  Shandy  . 

Caledonia 

Georgiana  McCaw 

Thistle 

Syren 

Peveniey 

Rouen  

Boston 

Little  Ada 

Lillian 

Elsie 

A.  D.  Vance 

Florie 

Badger 

Lynx 

Night  Hawk 

Bat 


Date. 


1864. 
Feb.    16. 

Feb.   16 


March  1 
March  4 . . 
March  6.. 
May  6. . 
May  9.. 
May  10.. 
May  15.. 
May  30.. 
June  3.. 
Jane  4.. 
June  5.. 
June  9.. 
July  2.. 
July  8.. 
•July  9.. 
Aug.  25.. 
Sept.  5. . 
Sept.  10.. 

Sept.  10 
Sept.  10 


Sept.  25..' 
Sept.  29.. 
Oct.     10..  I 


Remarks. 


Captare<1 

Run  ashore  on  th» 
bar  and  destroyed. 

Captured 

Captured 

Captured 

Captnred 

Captured 

Captured 

Captnred 

Captured 

Destroyed 

Captnred 

Captnred 

Destroyed 

Captnre<l 

Captured 

Captured 

Captured 

Captured 

Captnred 

Destroyed  ;  ri'port- 
ed  by  refngv^'n  ; 
mn  ashore  in  Wil- 
mingtoii  harbor. 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Captured 
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SOUTH  ATLANTIC  SQUADRON. 


NAVAL  ASSAULT  ON  FORT  SUMTER— SEPTEMBER  8,  1863. 

Letter  of  Rear- Admiral  Daklgreny  trajisfniUing  various  report  a, 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Tort  Royal  Harbor  S.  C„  February  26, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  reports  of 
Captain  0.  W.  Pickering,  of  the  Canandaigua ;  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  M. 
Booee,  of  the  Patapsco ;  Lieutenant  F.  J.  Higginson,  of  the  Housatonic  ;  Acting 
Master  Commanding  Benjamin  C.  Dean,  of  the  Dan  Smith ;  and  Acting  Master 
Commanding  J.  P.  Carr,  of  the  Daffodil,  of  their  respective  participation  in  the 
aflaaalt  apon  Samter,  on  the  night  of  the  8th  of  September  last. 

These  reports  were  not  received  until  some  time  subsequent  to  my  despatch 
opon  the  subject,  and  I  now  forward  them  in  justice  to  all  the  officers  concerned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  C,  W,  Pickering, 

United  States  Steamship  Housatomc, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  October  3,  1864. 

8lH :  In  forwarding  the  enclosed  report  from  Ensign  Craven,  I  would  state 
In  reference  to  the  Housatonic's  2d  launch,  alluded  to  as  not  having  been 
brought  into  action,  that  I  have  interrogated  the  cockswain  of  that  launch  upon 
the  subject,  who  states  as  follows  : 

The  launch  had  been  employed  for  several  days  previous  in  the  creek.  Half  of 
her  crew  being  sick,  were  put  on  board  the  flag-ship  Philadelphia,  and  six  marines 
with  a  sergeant  took  their  place.  There  was  no  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat, 
and  none  of  the  crew  knew  anything  of  their  destination,  further  than  the  fact 
that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  somewhere.  The  tug,  in  approaching  Sumter 
with  the  boats  in  tow,  swept  around  a  buoy,  fouled  the  boats  and  cast  thorn  off. 
In  the  confusion  which  ensued,  this  l.iunch  followed  the  lead  of  the  Housatonic's 
Ist  launch,  which  was  manned  with  a  crew  from  the  Powhatan,  with  no  officers 
in  charge.  These  two  launches,  instead  of  going  to  Fort  Sumter,  went  along- 
side of  the  Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  were  ordered  to  the  fort.  Upon  get- 
ting within  fifty  or  sixty  yards  of  the  fort,  the  cockswain  of  the  2(1  launch 
states  that  the  sergeant  told  them  that  tln^y  had  bettor  go  back ;  that  tliere  was 
no  one  to  tell  them  where  to  go,  and  that  thoy  would  only  got  shot ;  that  some  of 
the  boats  were  already  retreating,  &c.  Whereupon  the  2 J  launch  alluded  to 
in  the  report  pulled  for  the  Ironsides,  where  she  made  fast  until  the  next  day. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  PICKERING,  Captain. 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  M.  Bunce, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Patapsco, 

Port  Royal,  September  23,  1863- 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
the  21st  instant. 

In  obedience  to  its  requirements  I  would  state  that  I  left  the  flag-steamer 
11  p.  m.,  and,  with  the  other  boats  in  tow  of  a  tug,  stood  up  towards  Ya 
Sumter. 

After  communicating  with  the  two  monitors  on  picket,  we  were  towed 
within  about  800  yards  of  Fort  Sumter.     The  boats  were  then  formed  in  th" 
columns.     Lieutenant  Higginson,  with  his  column,  was  ordered  to  move  up 
northwest  face,  the  other  two  eolumns  to  close  up  and  move  up  towards  Sumte 
As  we  approached  the  fort  many  of  the  boats  gave  way  strongly  and  lande* 
The  order  was  then  given  to  push  for  the  fort,  and  all  gave  way. 

The  foremost  boats  were  received  by  a  very  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  han 
grenades,  &c.,  from  the  fort. 

Moultrie  and  some  of  the  Sullivan's  Island  batteries  also  opened,  togeth< 
with  one  of  the  rebel  gunboats. 

We  pushed  in  till  the  boat  grounded,  and  it  became  perfectly  apparent  thi 
there  was  no  footing  for  the  men  nor  any  means  of  scaling  the  high  walls.  Tl 
order  was  then  given  for  all  boats  to  withdraw,  and  after  some  little  delay,  a) 
as  I  supposed,  had  shoved  off. 

We  then  withdrew  to  the  tug,  where  a  large  number  of  boats  were  alread 
collected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  M.  BUNCE. 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Nacy, 

Bear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Flag' Ship  Philadelphia,  off  Charleston,  S,  C, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  F,  J.  Higginson, 

United  States  Steamer  Housatonic, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  September  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
boats  under  my  command  in  the  naval  assault  on  Fort  Sumpter  on  the  8th 
tember,  1863 : 

After  casting  off  from  the  tug  I  pulled  up  to  the  northeast  face  of  the  fort, 
obedience  to  my  instructions.     I  sue  ceded  in  reaching  the  fort  without  beii 
seen,  and  immediately  attempted  to  land. 

I  found  myself  upon  a  narrow  ledge  of  sharp  rocks,  in  which  no  footho 
could  be  obtained.  My  boats  were  in  danger  of  getting  stove,  and  after  sever 
ineffectual  attempts  I  withdrew. 

I  then  pulled  around  to  the  southeast  face  and  found  the  boats  were  in  n 
treat.     Picking  up  a  boat  in  which  there  were  two  men,  I  pulled  out.     As  I  f 
pulling  up  to  the  northeast  face  L  observed  a  steamer  close  to  the  fort  on  n 
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ri^lit.  Whether  she  was  an  iron-clad  vessel  or  river  steamer  I  am  anable  to 
state.  My  impression  is  that  she  was  the  latter.  As  I  neared  the  fort  she 
steamed  quietly  away  tr)wards  Charleston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HIGGINSON,  Lieutenant. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Flao-Stbamer  Phfladelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 

In  fli^rwarding  this  report,  I  have  to  state  that  Ensign  C.  H.  Craven  is  too 
ri&  to  make  the  report  required  of  him. 

C.  W.  PICKERING,  Captain. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Benjamin  C,  Dean. 

United  States  Schooner  Dan  Smith, 

Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  Sejftember  9,  1863. 

8lB :  I  would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  transmit  the  following  report : 

At  6  p  m.  on  the  8th  instant  I  received  an  order  from  the  fleet  captain  to 
Mnd  two  of  my  boats  with  men  armed  with  revolvers  and  cutlasses. 

At  7.30  p.  m.  I  sent  Acting  Master's  Mate  Jacob  C.  Van  Deventer,  in  charge 
of  Ist  and  2d  cutters,  with  twelve  men  armed  as  per  order,  to  report  to  fleet 
ttptain. 

At  4.15  a.  m.  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  C.  Van  Deventer  returned  in  Ist  cut- 
ter, after  having  reported  on  board  flag-ship,  whose  report  you  will  please  find 
CDckMed. 

I  have  also  to  report  that  the  2d  cutter  has  not  returned,  and  that  the  follow- 
ing named  crew  are  missing,  namely  : 

William  Dowden,  boatswain's  mate. 

Alexander  Clark,  carpenter's  mate. 

Henry  B.  Middleton,  master-at-arms. 

Richard  Kaine,  ordinary  seaman. 

Francis  Swift,  landsman. 

At  12.15  a.  m.  1  sent  gig  and  four  men  on  board  flag-ship,  which  returned  at 
7^  a.  m. 

Hoping  this  may  meet  your  approval,  sir, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  C.  DEAN. 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrkn,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  John  P.  Carr. 

Umted  States  Steamer  Daffodil, 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  September  10,  1863. 

Sis  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  re- 
port: 

At  nine  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes  on  the  8th  instant,  by  order  of  Captain 
SCevenSy  I  left  the  flag-ship  with  twenty-five  boats  in  tow.  We  stopped  at  the 
Hontauk,  and  Captain  Stevens  went  on  board  of  her ;  in  fifteen  minutes  he  re- 
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turned  and  ordered  me  to  proceed  up  to  the  Patapsco.  He  went  on  board  of  her ; 
in  twenty  minutes  he  returned,  put  his  pilot  on  board,  and  ordered  me  to  pro- 
ceed to  Fort  Sumter.  At  eleven  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes  was  within  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  of  Fort  Sumter  in  eight  feet  of  water,  which  I  reported  to  Capt£un 
Stevens.  He  then  said  he  wanted  to  go  nearer.  I  told  him  I  could  not  go 
any  nearer,  as  we  had  already  touched  the  bottom.  He  then  ordered  me  to  go 
up  to  the  picket  monitor,  which  I  did,  and  he  went  on  board.  In  a  short  time 
he  returned  and  took  his  pilot  into  the  boat.  He  then  ordered  me  to  go  toward 
Fort  Sumter  again,  which  I  did ;  and  after  getting  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  the  fort,  and  in  eight  feet  of  water,  I  reported  to  him.  He  ordered  the 
boats  to  cast  off  from  the  steamer,  and  told  me  to  come  to  an  anchor,  and 
wait  for  the  boats  to  tow  them  out.  After  coming  a  short  distance  I  saw  the 
Philadelphia,  and  told  them  they  would  be  ashore  if  they  went  twice  their  length 
further.  I  was  then  near  the  small  buoy  off  the  point  of  the  flats  near  Sumter. 
About  2  o'clock  I  came  to  anchor  in  two  and  three-quarter  fathoms  of  water. 
About  3  o'clock  Captain  Stevens  came  alongside  and  ordered  me  to  le^ve  with 
the  boats  in  tow,  and  take  them  to  the  steamer  Memphis  and  leave  them,  which 
I  did. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  P.  CARR. 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  Daffodil. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrex, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  off  Morris  Island,  S.  C 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E,  P.  Williams, 

RoxBURv,  Mass.,  September  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  capture  of  myself 
and  party  on  the  morning  of  the  ninth  of  September,  1863,  in  an  attempt  to 
storm  Fort  Sumter : 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighth  I  received  orders  from  Admiral  Dahlgren  to 
take  command  of  a  division  of  boats  in  a  night  attack  on  Fort  Sumter ;  to 
proceed  with  the  vessel  under  my  command  outside  the  bar  and  call  for  the 
requisite  number  of  men  and  boats  from  the  vessels  stationed  there.  During 
the  day  I  collected  the  men  and  boats ;  the  number  and  names  of  which  have 
been  reported  by  their  respective  commanders.  I  recrossed  the  bar  after  sunset, 
so  late  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  see  the  boats  in  tow.  On  re- 
porting on  board  the  flag-ship,  I  found  the  remainder  of  the  force  assembled 
around  that  vessel,  but  the  order  of  attack  had  not  been  arranged.  Lieutenant 
Preston  and  myself  at  once  arranged  the  different  divisions;  Commander 
Stevens,  who  commanded  the  party,  approving  of  the  arrangement  and  of  the 
orders.     The  landing  party  was  in  three  divisions. 

First  division,  commanded  by  myself 

Second  division,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Remey. 

Third  division,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Preston. 

The  orders  were  to  form  the  divisions  as  soon  as  cast  off  from  the  tug,  pull 
quietly  for  the  fort,  land  without  firing,  and  do  our  best  to  gain  the  walls ;  the 
other  divisions,  with  the  marines,  to  cover  or  land,  as  circumstances  should  re- 
quire. Commander  Stevens  fully  approved  of  these  orders.  At  nine  o'clock 
1  saw  Commander  Stevens,  and  received  his  last  orders ;  I  said  to  him  that  the 
orders  were  fully  understood ;  if  he  should  not  be  up  to  land  with  me  I  would 
land  as  soon  as  I  reached  the  fort ;  if  tlie  enemy  should  offer  no  resistanoe  to 
the  landing,  would  form  my  men,  wait  for  him,  and  all  go  over  together;  but 
if  resistance  was  made,  I  would  storm  the  walls  at  once,  and  depended  apon 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       237 

being  supported.  He  said  he  expected  to  land  with  me ;  and  if  not,  would  see 
that  the  others  supported  mj  division.  That  is  the  last  order  I  received  from 
him.  Between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  the  tug  got  under  way,  and  with  the  hoats 
in  tow  we  steamed  up  the  harhor.  After  nearing  the  fort  it  turned  back,  and 
three  times  it  made  a  circle  near  the  fort.  None  of  us  in  the  boats  could  un- 
derstand the  manoeuvre,  and  it  had  the  effect  of  dampening  the  ardor  of  the 
men.  Suddenly,  without  any  word  being  passed  to  prepare  for  it,  we  found 
the  boats  adrift,  the  tug,  at  the  same  time,  heading  so  as  to  render  it  impossible 
to  form  the  divisions  without  great  confusion.  Ordering  the  first  division  to 
follow  me,  I  palled  clear  of  the  boats,  and  formed  line  abreast.  The  first 
division  was  composed  of  the  following  boats  :  • , 

Powhatan,  third  cutter.  Acting  Master  liustace  and  Lieutenant  Pope,  of  the 
marine  corps,  with  fifteen  marines. 

Powhatan,  4th  cutter,  with  myself.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Hovey,  and  sail- 
maker  Wm.  Brayton. 

Gig  from  the  New  Ironsides,  Ensign  Porter. 
TVissahickon,  1st  cutter,  Acting  Master  Dayton. 
TVissahickon,  2d  cutter,  Acting  Master's  Mate  King. 

As  I  was  to  land  in  the  gorge  wall,  I  took  the  right  of  my  division ;  ordered 
Mr.  Porter  on  the  left,  to  make  sure  the  boats  should  be  kept  close.     As  soon 
as  the  division  was  formed  I  ordered  the  boats  to  lie  on  their  oars,  and  only 
Qa«e  them  to  keep  our  position.     The  tide  swept  us  rapidly  up  to  the  fort; 
when  within  fifty  yards  the  sentinel  on  the  gorge  wall  hailed.     I  made  no  re- 
ply, but  with  my  night  glass  sought  a  good  place  to  land.     He  hailed  three 
timcflv  and  fired  on  us  at  the  third  hail,  to  which  I  answered  "passing."    On  his 
firing,  having  found  a  good  landing  place,  I  ordered  the  boats  to  give  way  and 
land.     Three  strokes  of  the  oars  sent  us  to  the  beach.     I  at  once  jumped  from 
my  boat,  followed  by  the  men,  and  started  up  the  walls.     r)n  reaching  the  top 
of  the  second  tier  of  casemates  we  found  the  top  of  the  wall  projected,  so  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  us  to  close  with  the  enemy.     Mr.  Porter,  who  was  on 
the  left  of  the  divi«?ion,  and  most  dir*tant  from  the  beach,  was  by  my  side  al- 
most as  soon  as  I  struck  the  beach.     Mr.  Dayton,  in  the  Wissahickon,  third 
cutter,  also  landed  at  once  with  \m  men ;  but  of  those  in  the  third  cutter  of  the 
Powhatan,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Hustace  and  Lieutenant  Pope,  only  two 
landed,  William  Simms,  boatswain's  mate,  and  corporal  Cully,  marines.     They 
r'*portC'd  that  when  they  left  the  boat  Mr.  Hustace  was  giving  the  order  to 
shove  off,  and  they  jumped  from  the  boat  to  follow  the  landing  party.     I  know 
no  reason  why  all  in  the  third  cutter  should  not  have  landed  at  once.     They 
could  have  lauded  with  a  small  loss,  and  retreating  only  exposed  them  to  a  heavy 
fire.     I  saw  nothing  of  the  Wisr'ahickon's  second  cutter,  under  the  charge  of 
Acting  Master's  Mate  King.     He  murst  have  retreated  at  the  first  fire.     I  know 
no  rt'a.'ion  why  the  officers  of  these  two  boats  should  not  have  landed  at  once 
and  fallowed  me,  as  they  were  ordered.     Lieutenant  Remey,  commanding  the 
second  division,  landed,  only  a  part  of  his  division  following  him.     Lieutenant 
Preston,  commanding  third  division,  also  landed,  but  was  not  followed  by  the 
'Jtbers  of  his  division.     The  boats  that  held  back  opened  fire  with  their  revolv- 
Pre,  the  shot  striking  among  us,  who  were  half  way  up  the  walls.     Hoping  to 
find  &  place  where  we  could  close  with  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the  boats  outside 
to  cea$e  firing  and  land,  repeating  the  order  several  times.     Lieutenants  Meade 
and  Bradford,  of  the  marine  corps,  at  once  ce^ased  tiring  and  landed,  losing  but 
*  few  men,  which  shows  how  easy  it  would  have  been  for  the  other  boats  to 
Iind.     At  this  time  the  forts  on  James  and  Sullivan's  islands  opened  fire  with 
tliell ;  also  a  ram  with  grape  and  canister.     It  was  then  impossible  for  my  boat 
to  MSB  ihrough  the  fire.     The  enemy  sunk  or  disabled  all  the  boats  by  shot 
•na  bricks  thrown  from  the  wall. .   Finding  it  impossible  to  get  over  the  walls, 
I  ordered  the  men  to  shelter  themselves  in  the  holes  made  by  our  shells.     The 
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enemy  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  us,  throwing  hand  grenades,  bricks,  fire-ballsy 
and  other  missiles  among  us.  Hoping  something  might  be  done  for  our  relief, 
I  would  not  surrender,  but  some  of  the  men  from  Lieutenant  Bradford's  boat, 
he  having  been  mortally  wounded  in  landing,  surrendered,  and  were  ordered 
around  on  the  left  to  come  into  the  fort.  I  stopped  these  and  ordered  them 
under  the  walls.  Soo^  finding  it  was  only  losing  my  men  without  gaining  any* 
thing,  on  a  consultation  with  the  officers  I  surrendered,  and  was  shown  inside 
the  fort,  where  we  were  courteously  treated  by  Major  £lliott,  commanding  the 
fort.     The  following  officers  were  captured : 

First  division. — Lieutenant  Commander  E.  P.  Williams,  Ensign  B.  H.  Porter, 
Acting  Ensign  E.  G.  Dayton,  Acting  Master's  Mate  G.  P.  Hovey,  Sail-maker 
W.  S.  T.  Bray  ton,  severely  wounded. 

Second  division. — Lieutenant  J.  G.  Remey  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  G.  S* 
McCarty. 

Third  division. — Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  Lieutenant  E.  T.  Brewer,  and 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  J.  W.  Harmony. 

Fifth  division. — Lieutenants  of  marines,  R.  L.  Meade  and  G.  H.  Bradford, 
the  latter  mortally  wounded. 

Ninety-five  seamen  and  marines  were  also  captured,  and  loss  in  killed  and 
wouudcd  amounted  to  three  killed  and  twenty  wounded ;  the  names  of  which  I 
will  forward  to  the  department  as  soon  as  I  can  receive  them  from  Golumbia. 

The  wounded  were  well  treated  by  the  enemy.  All  the  officers  and  men  who 
landed  behaved  gallantly,  and  only  surrendered  when  there  was  no  hope  of  a 
relief,  and  it  was  found  to  be  impossible  to  close  with  the  enemy. 

I  would  request  that  Lieutenants  Remey  and  Preston  may  make  a  report  of 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  boats  of  their  divisions.  I  know  of  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  have  followed  their  commanding  officers.  The  small  loss 
sustained  in  the  boats  which  landed  shows  hows  easy  it  would  have  been  for 
all  to  land.  They  could  not  tell  but  that  those  who  landed  were  engaged  band 
to  hand  with  the  enemy,  for,  with  good  glasses  and  time  enough  to  have  a  fair 
look  at  the  walls,  I  fully  expected  that  we  would  Ibe  able  to  go  over  them. 

The  conduct  of  all  since  our  capture  has  been  good,  with  the  exception  of 
William  Hill,  seaman  from  the  Powhatan,  and  William  Beeby,  officers'  steward 
from  the  Housatonic,  who  were  biibcd  by  the  enemy  and  deserted,  giving  all  the 
information  in  their  power  regarding  the  squadron  off  Gharleston.  They  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  are  now  in  the  southern  confederacy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  WILLIAMS. 
Lieutenant  Commanding,  27.  S,  Navy. 

Hon.  GiJiEON  Wblles, 

tkcretary  of  the  Navy. 


REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COMMANDER  F.  M.  BUNCE,  OF  THE  ATTACK  ON 

MORRIS  ISLAND,  JULY  9,  1863. 

United  States  Steamer  Pawnee, 

Stono  River,  July  12,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  T,  on  the  9tb  instant,  at  2  p.  m.,  started 
from  tbis  vessel  for  tbe  purpose  of  co-operating  witb  tbe  armv  in  an  attack  on 
Morris  island.  Under  my  command  were  tbe  launch  of  the  vessel,  armed 
with  one  rifled  and  one  smooth-bore  Dahlgren  howitzer,  Acting  Maater's  Mate 
Bache;  two  launches  of  the  Wabash,  each  with  a  smooth-bore  12-pound 
Dahlgren  howitzer,  Ensign  James  Wallace  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Bonn ; 
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annj  lighter  fitted  up,  armed  with  two  24-pound  Dalilgren  smooth -bore 
itowitsars,  fumisbed  by  tbe  Commodore  McDonougb,  Acting  Enaign  Knapp ; 
two  unarmed  cutters  of  tbe  Wabasb,  one  of  tbe  New  Ironsides,  and  one  of  tbe 
Flag,  Lieutenant  Robertson  and  Acting  Master  Frost.  I  proceeded  up  Follj 
mer  and  reported  to  General  Gilmore,  and  by  bis  order  to  General  Strong. 
lieutenant  Mackenzie,  in  cbarge  of  transportation,  not  baying  arrived,  I  gave 
iQ  the  aBsistance  in  my  power  to  General  Strong,  and  by  1  a.  m.  of  tbe  10th 
insUnt  his  brigade  was  in  boats  ready  to  proceed  to  Light-bouse  inlet. 

Fonning  the  boats  in  line  ahead.  Acting  Ensign  Knapp  taking  the  lead, 
bang  well  acquainted  with  the  intricate  channel,  we  proceeded  up  tbe  creek, 
and  by  daybreak,  were,  with  the  whole  brigade,  at  or  near  tbe  junction  of  the 
creeks  with  Light-house  inlet. 

Jnst  after  daylight  tbe  batteries  on  Folly  island  opened  upon  tbe  enemy. 
Getting  the  armed  launches  in  line  abreast,  I  pulled  into  Light-house  inlet, 
and,  at  a  distance  of  1,800  yards,  opened  fire  upon  tbe  Morris  island  batteries 
with  the  rifled  howitzer.  Pulling  down  tbe  inlet,  slowly  firing  till  we  got 
within  good  distance  of  tbe  batteries,  1  opened  with  all  the  howitzers,  using  4 
Kcond  shrapnel ;  the  enemy  returned  the  fire  briskly  with  three  or  four  heavy 
puB,  but  without  effect.  After  an  hour's  rapid  firing  the  enemy's  batteries 
eeaaed  to  answer,  except  with  one  heavy  gun. 

General  Strong  determined  to  e£fcct  a  landing  with  bis  brigade,  and  designated 
the  point.  I  sent  tbe  two  launches  of  tbe  Wabash  below,  while  I  took  up  a 
poritioa  above  this  point,  that,  with  tbe  heavier  guns,  I  might  cover  him  and 
enfilade  the  enemy's  rifle  pits,  should  be  attempt  to  occupy  tbem  to  oppose  tbe 
huiding.  The  landing  was  successful ;  all  tbe  launches  keeping  up  a  rapid  and 
effectual  fire  of  shell  and  shrapncll  over  the  beads  of  tbe  troops,  forming  about 
a  hnndred  yards  in  their  front,  and  between  tbem.  This  fire  did  not  cease  till 
the  assaulting  forces  had  so  far  advanced  as  to  render  it  unsafe  to  continue, 
left  injury  might  result  to  our  own  forces.  Although  several  of  tbe  transports 
vere  struck  and  one  sunk,  none  of  tbe  boats  under  my  command  were  hit,  we 
being  in  a  measure  protected  by  the  banks,  wliich,  as  the  tide  ran  out,  aflbrded 
•ome  shelter.  Every  officer  and  man  did  bis  whole  duty  with  alacrity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FKANCIS  M.  BUNCE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
Comnumder  G.  B.Balch, 

Commander  U,  jS.  S.  Pawnect  Senior  Officer, 


CAPTUKE  OF  BOAT'S  CREW  OF  THE  T.  A.  WARD. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  hlaruh  November  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  schooner  T.  A.  Ward  arrived  here  on  tbe  3d  instant,  from  Mur- 
relKs  inlet,  where  she  was  stationed,  with  the  intelligence  that  on  tbe  17th 
ultimo  a  schooner  was  discovered  lying  about  half  a  mile  up  tbe  inlet. 

Acting  Ensign  Tillson,  of  the  Ward,  "  with  two  boats,  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  board  her,  which  he  succeeded  in  doing  without  any  resistance,  there 
being  but  one  man  on  board.  She  proved  to  be  tbe  schooner  Rover,  a  vessel 
of  about  fifty  tons,  and  formerly  a  Charleston  pilot  boat. 

"  Upon  examination  she  proved  to  be  loaded  with  a  full  cargo  of  cotton. 
Joseph  Stewart,  tbe  person  captured  on  board  of  her,  states  that  she  bad  been 
lying  there  for  several  weeks,  waiting  a  crew  to  run  the  blockade  to  some  Eng- 
Iftsh  port.    Finding  the  schooner  hard  and  fast  aground,  and  impossible  to  get 
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her  off,  Mr.  Tillson  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  her.    No  papers  or  documents  of 
any  kind  were  found  on  board." 

On  the  20th  of  October  a  party  of  nineteen  men,  under  Acting  Ensign  Till- 
son, was  despatched  for  a  short  distance  from  the  Ward  in  quest  of  water. 
Leaving  the  boats  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Elwell,  with  seven  men. 
Acting  Ensign  Tillson,  with  ten  men,  landed.  They  had  proceeded  about  a 
mile  from  the  boats  when  they  were  surprised  and  attacked  by  a  large  body 
of  the  rebel  cavalry,  who  made  them  prisoners.  The  boats  were  also  attacked, 
but  were  successfully  defended  by  Acting  Master's  Mate  Elwell  and  the  seven 
men  who  remained.  The  commander  of  the  Ward  speaks  highly  of  their  con- 
duct. ♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦  ♦ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral f  Commanding. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Myron  W.  Tillson, 

South  Hanson,  Massachusetts, 

November  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  20th  of  October,  1863,  I  left  the 
United  States  schooner  T.  A.  Ward,  then  lying  off  MurrelPs  inlet,  South  Caro- 
lina, in  command  of  a  howitzer  boat,  with  a  crew  of  eleven  men,  under  orders 
from  Acting  Master  William  L.  Babcock,  commanding  the  T.  A.  Ward,  to  go 
in  and  lie  off  the  beach,  within  easy  range,  and  shell  the  enemy's  cavalry  if 
they  attempted  to  retreat  down  the  beach,  while  the  schooner  shelled  the  build- 
ing to  the  northward,  occupied  by  them  as  quarters.  On  being  joined  by 
another  boat  with  six  men,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  A.  Elwell,  and 
on  a  given  signal  being  made  from  the  ship,  1  landed,  in  further  obedience  to 
my  orders,  to  ascertain  if  a  schooner  then  lying  up  the  inlet  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  which  I  afterwards  found  to  be  the  schooner 
Cecelia,  of  Nassau,  N.  P.,  could  be  cut  out  or  destroyed ;  also  to  examine  the 
locality  with  a  view  to  obtaining  water.  Leaving  the  boats  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master's  Mate  A.  Elwell,  I  proceeded  up  the  beach  with  ten  men.  On  ap- 
proaching the  schooner  we  were  surprised  by  a  considerable  detachment  of  the 
enemy,  consisting  of  companies  A  and  C,  ^Ist  Georgia  cavalry,  and  after  a 
brief  and  ineffective  resistance  were  compelled  to  surrender  to  a  greatly  superior 
force.  After  the  skirmish  I  found  James  Lacy  (ordinary  seaman)  missing ; 
have  reason  to  believe  he  was  killed  in  the  skirmish  on  the  beach.  An  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  was  also  made  by  the  enemy  to  capture  the  boats.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  damage  sustained  by  them.  After  our  capture  we  were  for- 
warded via  Georgetown,  S.  C,  and  Charleston,  to  Richland  jail,  Columbia,  S.  C. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MYRON  W.  TILLSON. 

Acting  Ensign,  U,  S,  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Sir  :  Many  of  our  seamen  and  marines  have  died  since  their  removal  finom 
Richmond  to  Andersonville,  Georgia.  I  have  been  informed  by  reliable  mem- 
bers of  that  prison  that  the  cause  of  such  mortality  was  starvation  and  its  effects. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  tbe  men  captured  with  me  and  died  daring  tbeir  severe 

inpnaonment  at  Andersonville,  Georgia : 

Vniliam  Raymond  (cockswain)  died  July  27,  1864 ;  James  Daupliinee  (sea- 

)  died  August  21,  1864;  Augustus  Kultz  (ordinary  seaman)  died  March 

zyt  1864;  John  Regan  (ordinary  seaman)  died  June  18,  1864;  Michael  Tear- 

(landsman)  died  June  30,  1864.     Thomas  J.  Reynolds,  ordinary  seaman, 

^  when  last  heard  from,  was  held  as  hostage  at  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MYRON  W.  TILLSON, 

Acting  Ensign,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


ATTACK  ON  FORT  SUMTER— OCTOBER  26,  1863. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  J.  A,  Dahlgren. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  November  4,   1863. 

Sib  :  Since  my  last  on  the  general  course  of  operations  here,  our  own  part 

hs  still  been  restricted  to  the  repair  of  the  monitors  and  the  cleansing  of  their 

ittttoms,  which  had  become  so  foul  by  adherence  of  grass  and  barnacles  as 

to  reduce  their  speed  from  6^  or  7  knots    to  3J  and   4.     The  divers  have 

ken  engaged  in  removing  these  from  two  or  three  of  the  monitors,  it  is  believed 

1       rood  effect ;  but  in  this  respect  the  information  is  not  yet  complete,  and  it 

•mbable  that  a  surer  means  has  been  discovered  through  the  agency  of  Mr. 

u         ;  that  is,  the  vessels  are  beached  at  a  suitable  place,  and  the  barnacles, 

faf  r      >ved  completely  from  the  sides,  leaving  only  the  flat  part  of  the  bottom 

«  «         ?d  by  the  divers.     It  was  necessary  to  replace  the  rifle  gun  of  the 

J        Bco,  and  the  11-inch  of  the  Montauk. 

XI       I  are  now  two  monitors  at  Port  Royal;  the  Montauk  arrived  here  last 

Dg>  with  clean  bottom,  a  new  gun,  and  in  good  condition. 

.  Griffin  is  now  engaged  with  the  Ericsson  torpedo,  and  I  am  in  hopes  he 

Wm  oe  succcssfnl  in  getting  it  into  operation.     The  rough  weather  which  has 

irerailed  lately  has  stopped  his  proceeaing  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  but  he  thinks 

one  will  be  ready  for  trial  soon. 

I  wiab  very  much  that  some  measures  could  be  taken  to  form  a  kind  of  frame- 
vork,  projecting  from  the  monitors,  so  as  to  prevent  contact  with  the  torpedoes 
at  the  bows  of  the  enemy's  iron-clads,  and  also  to  apply  their  method  to  the 
BonitorB.  Here,  I  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  means  for  such  undertakings. 
The  army  having  sufficiently  advanced  with  the  re-fortification  of  Morris 
island,  opened  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  26th  October ;  the  object  being  to  complete 
its  reduction  by  driving  out  the  garrison  and  occupying  it.  The  firing  has  been 
prosecuted  steadily  since,  and  1  have  examined  the  progress  daily  by  goiug  up 
the  channel,  where  a  near  view  could  be  obtained  of  the  works. 

I  directed  the  Patapsco  and  Lehigh,  being  armed  with  rifle  guns,  to  take 
position  also  at  effective  range,  but  not  exposed  to  thaj  of  Fort  Moultrie  and  its 
adjacent  batteries. 

The  line  of  fire  from  Putnam  passed  directly  through  the  northwest   and 
fontheast  angles  of  Sumter,  therefore  looked  equally  on  the  gorge  and  southeast 
ttonU 
The  fire  fr6m  the  monitors  was  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  southeast  front, 
16  N 
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and  looked  acately  on  the  northeast  front.  At  first  the  fire  ashore  seemed  aimed 
at  the  gorge,  which  had  been  originally  faced  for  two-thirds  of  its  height  with 
sand-bags.  Upon  these  the  fragments  of  the  top  of  the  wall  had  lodged  and 
formed  one  mass  of  sand  and  crumbled  brick,  where  the  rifle  shells  entered  to  no 
great  depth. 

The  fire  of  the  monitors  was  directed  at  the  southeast  face,  and  appeared  to 
exhibit  a  more  marked  action  there,  because'  the  debris  had  fallen  aown  into 
deeper  water,  and  not  lodged  to  the  same  extent  as  on  the  gorge. 

The  fire  of  Putnam  and  Strong  was  soon  after  applied  to  the  southeast  front, 
which  gradually  gave  way  to  the  united  fire,  until  it,  too,  was  reduced  to  a  slope 
of  fragments,  much  lower,  however,  than  that  of  the  gorge. 

By  the  end  of  the  week  the  opposite  walls  of  the  fort  were  cut  and  jagged  by 
the  shells  which  passed  over  the  main  front,  and  the  northeast  face  looked  very 
dilapidated. 

On  Sunday  I  had  a  conversation  with  General  Gillmoro  on  the  state  of  affairs, 
and  on  Alonday  went  up  with  him  and  General  Seymour  to  view  Sumter  from 
Fort  Strong ;  after  which  we  had  a  conversation  in  General  Seymour's  tent  on 
the  best  probable  course  to  be  pursued.  General  GiUmore  finally  concluded  for 
the  present  to  continue  the  fire  on  Sumter. 

The  tire  of  the  monitors  has  been  generally  very  good,  and  on  many  occa- 
sions most  excellent. 

Captain  Stevens  reports  that  of  455  shells,  fired  in  seven  days,  315  took  ef- 
fect on  or  in  the  fort. 

I  regret  to  say  that  on  the  2d  two  men  were  killed  in  the  Patapsco  by  the 
premature  explosion  of  the  rifle  gun.  Their  names  were  William  Colter  and 
John  Morris. 

Captain  Stevens  states  :  "  The  explosion  of  the  fifteen-inch  shells,  fired  with 
5"  and  20"  fuzes  in  the  inside  of  the  fort,  which  gun  was  fired  occasionally, 
produces  an  effect  which  is  hardly  describable,  throwing  the  bricks  and  mortar, 
gun-carriages,  and  timber  in  every  direction,  and  high  into  the  air." 

I  find  that  the  effect  of  these  shells  is  also  noticed  by  the  commanding  general 
ashore. 

hsLHi  evening  I  examined  the  appearance  of  the  fort,  (as  I  have  done  eveiy 
day,)  Mud  could  plainly  observe  the  further  effects  of  the  firing.  Still  this  mass 
of  ruin  is  capable  of  harboring  a  number  of  the  enemy,  who  may  retain  their 
hold  until  expelled  by  the  bayonet,  which,  in  the  proper  order  of  things,  will 
devolve  on  our  comrades  ashore. 

Last  evening  the  schooner  Ward  came  down  from  Morrill's  inlet  and  re- 
ported the  capture  of  an  officer  and  nine  men  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who 
were,  no  doubt,  annoyed  by  the  presence  of  the  schooner,  and  her  endeavor  to 
prevent  some  effort  to  run  in  or  out.  I  shall  despatch  a  gunboat  to  stop  that 
game.  This  is  another  of  the  indications  that  the  perfect  blockade  of  Charleston 
is  driving  speculators  to  the  smaller  ports  to  get  cotton  out,  and  a  return  cargo  in. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLQREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 

P.  S. — The  speed  of  the  Montauk  was  tried  this  morning,  and  found  to  be 
improved  from  3^  to  6  knots,  with  the  same  amount  of  steam.  The  Ericsson 
raft  will  be  tried  to-day  on  a  monitor. 
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Beport  of  Commander  T.  H,  Stevens, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Patapsco, 

Off  Charleston,  November  2, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  Have  tbe  bonor  to  inform  jou  that,  according  to  your  instructions,  I 
have  been  engaged  for  tbe  past  week  in  co-operation  with  the  batteries  on 
Morris  island,  formerly  called  Forts  Gregg  and  TVagner,  and  in  company 
witb  tbe  monitor  Lehigh,  Commander  Bryson,  in  bombarding  Fort  Sumter. 
On  Monday  last,  owing  to  some  unfinished  work  upon  the  Lehigh,  she  did 
not  participate.  The  I^atapsco  upon  that  occasion  proceeded  within  1,800 
yards  of  tne  fort  and  opened  fire.  As  tbe  tide  was  running  flood  when  the 
order  was  given,  I  was  compelled  to  fight  the  ship  under  way,  and  of  course  to 
some  disadvantage ;  notwithstanding,  the  fire  was  effective,  almost  every  shell 
borsting  near  upon  or  inside  the  fort.  The  next  two  days,  the  27tb  and  28tb, 
as  soon  as  tbe  tide  served,  both  monitors  opened  upon  the  northeast  bastion, 
the  fire  being  very  destructive  upon  this  part  of  tbe  fort  and  tbe  walls  adjacent ; 
BO  that  when  tbe  army  batteries  were  directed  to  this  position,  the  walls  being 
already  greatly  weakened  by  our  fire,  they  soon  crumbled. 

Sabsequent  to  this  our  fire  has  been  mainly  directed  to  tbe  Charleston  face 
and  interior  of  tbe  fort;  with  what  effect  the  appearance  of  Sumter  will  clearly 
indicate.  Tbe  explosion  of  the  15-incb  shells,  fired  witb  15''  to  20"  fuzes  in  tbe 
inside  of  tbe  fort,  which  gun  was  fired  occasionally,  produced  an  effect  which 
is  bardly  describable,  throwing  the  bricks  and  morter,  gun-carriages,  and  timber 
in  every  direction,  and  high  into  the  air. 

Tbe  flag  upon  Sumter  was  yesterday,  at  two  o'clock,  shot  away  for  tbe  third 
time,  and  nas  not  since  been  hoisted.  A  man  was  seen  making  an  attempt  to 
get  it  up  a^in,  but  just  at  the  time  three  shells  from  tbe  army  and  navy  bat- 
teries exploded  over  him,  doubtless  with  fatal  effect. 

The  shells  of  tbe  enemy  have  fallen  around  and  about  us  without  causing 
any  casualties.  It  was  not,  however,  until  last  Saturday,  tbe  3l8t,  their  fire 
seemed  to  be  directed  to  us,  when  battery  Beauregard  and  a  battery  upon 
James  island  opened  upon  us,  striking  the  Lehigh  twice,  but  doing  no  damage 
of  importance.  Upon  hauling  off  from  Sumter,  I  stood  over  toward  Beaure- 
card  and  delivered  five  shots,  four  of  which  landed  in  the  battery  and  pro- 
duced great  excitement,  tbe  people  in  tbe  neighborhood  flying  from  our  shells. 
Upon  this.  Fort  Moultrie  fired  one  gun.  Yesterday  we  were  not  molested  on 
that  side,  although  the  James  island  batteries  still  continued  to  fire. 

We  have  been  engaged  at  a  distance  varying  from  1,600  to  2,000  yards. 
I  enclose  herewith  a  tabular  statement  of  tbe  firing,  from  which  it  appears 
that  oat  of  455  shots  315  have  taken  effect  upon  some  portion  of  the  fort. 

Tbe  guns  appear  to  stand  the  firing  well.  I  have  forwarded  to  the  Ord- 
nance office  an  impression  of  tbe  vents  of  both  guns,  taken  yesterday  after 
the  firing  was  over.  Tbe  rams  of  the  enemy  appear  to  be  anchored  in  four- 
&thom  bole,  and  above  Fort  Johnson. 

On  Friday  last,  as  we  were  steaming  up  from  tbe  lower  anchorage  toward 
Snmter,  a  boat  witb  a  considerable  number  of  men  around  and  in  it  was  seen 
npon  tbe  north  shore  of  Sumter,  but  before  we  could  get  in  range  the  boat  and 
men  had  disappeared. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENS, 
Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Patapsco, 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlqren, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  A.  Bryson. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Lehigh, 
Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina,  November  4,  1863. 

Sir:  I  .have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  yoar  order,  I 
have  been  engaged  for  the  last  nine  days,  in  company  with  the  Patapsco  and 
the  shore  batteries,  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter;  during  which  time 
I  have  fired  from  the  8-inch  rifle  408  percussion  shell,  and  from  the  15-inch 
smooth-bore  twenty-four  shell ;  the  distance  varied  from  1,600  to  1,800  yards. 
The  effects  of  the  lodgement  of  many  of  these  shell  were  those  of  displacing 
large  masses  of  masonry,  and  throwing  high  in  the  air  pieces  of  heavy  timber, 
knocking  over  gun-carriages,  and  opening  casemates.  During  the  greater  part 
of  the  bombardment  my  attention  was  given  almost  wholly  to  the  innor  face  of 
the  northwest  wall,  and  the  result  of  the  firing  can  easily  be  seen  by  the  naked 
eye.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  3 let  of  October  the  flag  of  Fort  Sumter  was 
shot  away  by  the  shore  batteries ;  a  short  time  after  two  flags  were  raised  very 
near  each  other.  The  rifle  was  then  directed  to  the  flags,  and  at  the  third  fire 
both  flags  were  shot  away.  (Lieutenant  Commander  Phythian  had  this 
pleasure.)  On  the  fourth  of  November  my  attention  was  given  to  the  north- 
east face  of  the  fort.  At  the  angle  at  which  I  was  firing  I  found  that  the  shell 
glanced  from  the  face,  doing  but  little  damage;  after  having  fired  a  few  shell  at 
the  fair  face,  and  finding  that  they  would  not  lodge,  I  then  directed  the  fire  to 
the  angle  of  the  same  face  nearest  Cummings's  Point,  which  was  already  some- 
what broken.  At  this  point  I  found  that  the  shell  lodged ;  I  then  continued 
the  fire  at  this  point  with  very  fine  effect,  knocking  down  tons  of  masonry  and 
exposing  the  arch  of  a  new  casemate. 

After  I  had  made  a  lodgement  fur  the  shell  at  this  part  of  the  wall,  I  inclined 
the  fire  gradually  to  the  right,  and  succeeded  during  the  day  in  cutting  into  the 
wall  for  about  thirty  feet  along  its  fair  or  northeast  face.  On  the  afternoon  of 
October  31  battery  Beauregard  opened  on  this  ship  and  the  Patapsco,  (firing 
six  shots,)  doing,  however,  little  damage;  one  shot  cutting  away  half  of  the 
pennant  staff  of  the  Lehigh,  and  a  shell  exploding  on  the  after  part  of  the  deck. 

I  enclose  a  tabular  statement  of  the  firing. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BRYSON,  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Summary  of  shots  fired  by  the  L'nited  States  iron-clad  Lehigh 

at  Fort  Sumter. 
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Additional  report  of  Commander  T,  jH".  Stevens. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Patapsco, 

Off  Morris  Island,  November  10,  1863. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  report  of  the  bombardmeut  of  Samter,  I  have  the  honor 
to  inform  jou  we  have  fired  from  thys  vessel  ninety-six  rifle  projectiles  at  the 
fort,  of  which  three  were  defective,  eighty-two  stmck  the  fort,  and  eleven 
miBsed. 

From  the  XV- inch  gun  twenty-two  twenty-second  fuzed  shell  have  been  fired 
at  the  same  object,  of  which  sixteen  struck  the  fort,  and  six  missed. 

During  all  the  time  we  have  been  engaged,  there  have  been  five  hundred  and 
serenty-three  shells  (of  which  five  hundred  and  fifteen  were  from  the  rifle  gun) 
fired,  of  which  number  four  hundred  and  thirteen  struck  the  fort,  twenty-seven 
were  defective,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  missed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  T.  H.  STEVENS,  Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


ATTACK  ON  CUMMINGS'S  POINT  BATTERIES. 
Complimentary  letter  of  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Flao-Strambr  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  November  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  meritorious  service,  under  a  severe 
firt  of  the  enemy,  by  certain  persons  of  this  squadron. 

Last  evening  the  enemy  unexpectedly  opened  a  very  heavy  fire  from  Moul- 
trie upon  our  works  on  Morris  island.  General  Gillmore  telegraphed  me  accord- 
ingly thus :  "  The  enemy  have  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  Gommings's  Point.  Will 
you  have  some  of  your  vessels  move  up  so  as  to  prevent  an  attack  by  boats  on 
the  sea  face  of  the  point  V^ 

It  was  now  about  10  p.  m.,  and  I  at  once  ordered  the  monitors  on  picket  to 
move  up  so  as  to  attend  to  this  duty,  and  also  to  cause  the  tugs  on  patrol  to 
keep  a  good  look-out. 

This  morning  early  it  was  reported  that  the  Lehigh  had  grounded,  and  the 
enemy  had  opened  heavily  on  her  from  Moultrie  and  the  adjacent  batteries.  I 
at  once  signalled  to  the  iron-clads  to  get  under  way,  and  myself  went  up  in 
the  Passaic.  On  reaching  the  spot  I  perceived  that  the  Nahant  was  very  close 
to  the  Lehigh,  so  1  passed  to  her,  where  I  found  Lieutenant  Gommander  Gom- 
well  preparing  to  assist  his  comrade. 

With  difficulty  and  much  danger  it  was  contrived  to  get  three  or  four  hawsers 
Buccessively  from  the  Nahant  to  the  Lehigh ;  two  were  cut  by  chafing  and  one 
by  the  enemy's  shot ;  the  last  one  held,  and  at  high  water  the  Lehigh  floated  off. 

With  pleasure  I  bring  to  your  notice  the  gallant  behavior  of  Acting  Ensign 
B.  Burke,  who  was  severely  wounded,  and  also  of  the  medical  officer  of  the 
Lehigh,  Dr.  W.  Longshaw ;  twice  he  passed  in  a  small  boat  from  the  Lehigh  to 
the  Naliant,  carrying  a  line  bent  on  the  hawser;  the  shot  and  shells  from  can- 
non and  mortars  were  flying  and  breaking  all  around. 

The  third  time  this  service  was  performed  by  three  seamen,  Horatio  Young, 
William  Williams,  and  Frank  S.  Gile.  These  I  advanced  on  the  spot  in 
their  rates. 
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I  have  also  given  appointments  as  master's  mates  to  the  two  petty  officer 
who  rowed  Dr.  Longshaw,  Gkorge  W.  Leland  and  Thomas  Irving. 

It  would  also  have  been  very  gratifying  to  me  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  tz: 
advance  Acting  Ensign  Burke  and  Dr.  Longshaw  under  the  fire,  when  they  i 
well  performed  their  duty,  and  by  which  the  former  had  been  severely  hurt= 
for  a  recognition  of  this  kind  has  always  been  more  valued  in  military  servics^:: 
than  any  other.     I  beg  leave  to  recommend  them  to  the  notice  of  the  de] 
ment,  with  the  observation  that  they  risked  their  lives  to  save  an  invaluaoL 
vessel)  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  sustained  no  great  damage. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  remark  that  the  few  officers  were  actively  employed 
other  duties  at  the  time. 

The  Passaic  and  Montauk  fired  with  great  precision,  and  I  think  with  efiecf^ 
for  their  shells  seemed  to  me  to  strike  the  test  of  the  parapet  every  time. 

Commander  Bryson  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Comwell,  with  their  officers, 
did  their  duty  handsomely  on  the  occasion. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Commander  Bryson. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO  A.  DAHLGftEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Report  of  Commander  A.  Bryson, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Lehigh, 

Of  Morris  Island,  S,  C,  November  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  night 
of  November  15,  I  moved  up,  whilst  on  picket  service,  to  a  position  which 
would  enable  me  to  use  my  guns  on  any  boats  of  the  enemy  which  might  be 
seen  approaching  Cummings's  Point. 

1  anchored  the  ship  in  three-quarters  fathom  of  water,  on  a  half  ebb  tide, 
feeling  that  she  was  perfectly  secure.  On  the  making  of  the  flood  tide  she 
swung,  and  in  swinging  it  is  my  belief  that  she  touched  on  a  lump  and  there 
hung.  The  water  was  so  smooth,  and  she  went  on  so  easily,  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  say  at  what  time  during  the  night  she  touched.  After  daylk;ht 
I  made  the  attempt  to  get  under  steam,  and  found,  to  my  surprise,  that  the  ship 
was  on  the  bottom.  Signal  was  then  made  to  this  effect,  and  that  assistanee 
might  be  rendered  me.  I  was  within  range  of  the  enemy's  batteries  on  Sulli- 
van's island,  and  as  soon  as  they  perceived  that  the  ship  was  ashore  they 
opened  on  me  from  nine  different  batteries,  striking  twenty-two  times,  nine  of 
which  are  wounds  on  the  deck  plating;  and  these  are  the  most  seriotis  of  tdl 
the  wounds  she  received. 

The  Nahant,  being  the  nearest  ship  to  me,  immediately  came  to  my  asBist- 
ance,  and  anchored  near  us.  Lines  were  procured  from  the  Nahant  on  three 
occasions,  the  first  two  being  shot  away,  and  the  third  successfully  made  fasL 
The  Nahant  then  steamed  ahead,  the  Montauk  being  ahead  of  her,  the  Lehigh 
backing,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  the  ship  floated.  No  injury  has  been 
done  the  ship  by  grounding  that  can  be  perceived.  I  regret  to  inform  yon 
that,  while  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  there  were  wounded  one 
officer  and  six  men— two  serioudy,  the  others  slightly. 
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It  is  a  plearare  for  me  to  say  tbat  all  under  these  trying  circumstauces  did 
their  duty,  there  being  no  confusion  and  everything  working  well. 

I  would  especially  mention  the  valuable  services  voluntarily  r|ndered  by 
Assistant  Surgeon  Longsbaw,  and  the  promptness  and  alacrity  with  which 
Oeorge  W.  Leland  (gunner's  mate)  and  Thomas  Irving  (cockswain)  manned 
the  boat  which  was  engased  in  passing  lines  under  a  heavy  fire. 

Acting  Ensign  Richard  Burke  also  commanded  my  admiration  for  the  coura- 
geous manner  in  which  he  performed  all  his  duties,  the  value  of  which  1  cannot 
•peak  too  highly  of. 

I  am»  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BRTSON,  Commander. 
Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Recommendation  for  promotion. 

Bureau  op  Medicine  and  Surgery, 

November  28, 1863. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend,  as  a  recognition  of  the  gallant  conduct  and  efficient 
service,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  cannon  and 
mortars,  of  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  of  the  monitor  Lehigh,  so 
amply  set  forth  by  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren  in  general  orders  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, that  an  order  issue  giving  Assistant  Surgeon  Lougshaw  the  privilege  of 
examination  as  soon  as  his  two  years'  sea  service  required  by  law  shall  be  com- 

Sleted,  and  if  successful,  that  he  shall  rank  as  passea  assistant  surgeon  from  the 
ate  of  his  examination,  without  reference  to  others  of  his  date  or  class. 

W.  WHELAN,  Chief  of  Bureau. 


VBCBSSTTT  OF  IBON-CLADS  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  OP  THE  SOUTHERN  COAST. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  MorriM  Island,  January  .19,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  department's  letter  of  the  4th  of  January  has  been  received. 
The  irregularities  in  regard  to  complement  of  officers  is  rather  the  result  of 
circumstances.  The  Ironsides,  as  well  as  all  the  monitors,  occupy  positions  en- 
tirely exceptional.  Our  entire  safety  on  the  southern  coast  depends  on  these 
Tessels.  Without  them,  the  rebel  iron-clads  would  quickly  ruin  the  blockade 
and  capture  our  land  forces.  They  also  have  the  most  severe  and  never-ceasing 
duties  to  fulfil  while  on  picket,  particularly  in  keeping  off  the  various  submerged 
devices  of  the  rebels.  I  can,  from  frequent  inspection  of  them  after  dark,  bear 
witness  to  this.  For  these  reasons  I  keep  them  at  the  highest  possible  state 
of  efficiency,  and,  as  a  general  rule,  give  whatever  they  ask  for.  •  •  •  • 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral*  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBox  "Wellb.<«, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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,  SINKING  OF  THE  WEEHAWKEN. 
Report  of  Rear- Admiral  J,  A*  Dah'gren. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  December  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  With  feelings  beyond  my  ability  to  express  I  have  to  announce  that 
the  monitor  Weehawken  sank  at  her  anchorage  to-day  at  half  past  two  o'clock. 
It  was  blowing  a  moderate  gale  from  cast  by  north  at  the  time,  and  I  had  been 
occasionally  noticing  the  motions  of  the  Montaak,  which  was  anchored  the 
highest  up  the  harbor,  and  had  been  under  way. 

Mr.  Hughes,  the  superintendent  of  repairs  of  the  monitors,  was  talking  to 
me  at  the  time — asking  leave  to  go  home — when  the  signal  officer  announced 
that  the  Weehawken  had  flying  a  signal  "  for  assistance,''  and  this  was  followed 
almost  immediately  by  the  entrance  of  the  fleet  captain,  who  reported  that  the 
Weehawken  appeared  to  be  sinking. 

Directions  were  given  at  once  to  let  her  make  for  the  beach,  but  before  the 
least  measure  could  be  taken  the  Weehawken  disappeared  beneath  the  water, 
and  nothing  was  seen  above  but  the  flag  «|nd  the  top  of  the  smoke-stack. 

Scarcely  five  minutes  elapsed  between  the  time  that  the  signal  <<  for  assist- 
ance*' was  made  and  the  sinking  of  the  vessel. 

I  am  entirely  unable,  from  the  imperfect  information  at  hand,  to  satisfy  my- 
self of  the  real  cause  of  the  disaster.  Some  attribute  it  to  the  entrance  of  a 
heavy  sea  into  the  fore  hatch,  filling  the  anchor  well ;  others  say  that  there  was 
an  excess  of  water  in  the  vessel  three  hours  before  she  went  down,  which  is  also 
attributed  to  the  hawse-pipe.  Some  talk  of  the  water  forcing  in  at  the  joint  of 
the  overhang ;  but  it  would  appear  that  no  apprehension  of  danger  existed  until 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  the  signal  was  made.  • 

The  Weehawken  lay  about  east  of  the  beacon-house  on  Morris  inland,  and 
nearest  to  her  were  a  mortar  schooner,  a  tug,  and  my  own  steamer.  The  Iron- 
sides and  other  vessels  lay  lower  down,  except  the  Montauk,  which  was  on 
picket. 

Steam-tugs  and  boats  were  despatched  at  once  to  pick  up  the  crew,  but  it  is 
to  be  feared  that  some  lives  have  been  lost.  These  cannot  yet  be  known  with 
exactness,  as  the  survivors  are  scattered  among  different  vessels,  and  it  blows 
too  fresh  to  communicate  with  facility. 

I  shall  send  to  Port  Royal  for  the  divers  and  other  means  to  raise  the  Wee- 
hawken, and  would  ask  that  the  department  would  also  send  here  any  assistance 
that  is  available. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Detailed  report  of  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken. 

Flag-Steamer'  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  December  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  Another  despatch  informs  you  of  the  sad  disaster  that  has  befiEdlen  the 
Weehawken.  I  have  ordered  an  inquiry,  which  will  supply  all  the  evidence 
that  is  attainable.  Meanwhile  there  are  differences  of  opinion  among  well- 
informed  officers.     Some  attribute  the  cause  to  the  water  in  the  anchor  well. 
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tlie  inflnx  tbrougb  tbe  hawse-pipe,  and  the  depression  forward,  so  that  the 
water  would  not  flow  to  the  pumps. 

A  written  opinion  (A)  fr<jm  Lieutenant  Commander  Simpson,  who  has  the 
monitor  Passaic,  states  that  the  water  did  run  aft,  and  that  the  rotatory  pump 
was  in  full  action.  He  thinks  that  weakness  from  injuries  in  service,  with, 
perhaps,  some  strain  in  beaching,  had  loosened  rivets  of  bottom  plates,  and  did 
the  rest. 

Among  the  melancholy  consequences  are  the  loss  of  life.  Four  engineers 
and  twenty  men  are  missing,  the  names  of  whom  are  enclosed,  (B.)  Every 
effort  was  made  to  save  the  crew,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  water  was  alive 
with  boats.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  may  have  escaped  ashore,  but  the 
chances  are  very  slight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


A. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  Simpson, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Passaic, 

Off  Morris  Island,  S,  C,  December  6,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  my  opinion  of  the  cause  of  the  sinking  of  the 
Weebawken. 

From  the  testimony  that  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  it  appears  that  between 
11  a.  m.  and  meridian  the  windlass-room  was  full  of  water;  the  forward  hatch 
was  then  closed,  and  no  water  could  find  its  way  in  except  through  the  hawse- 
hole.  At  this  time  the  centrifugal  pump  did  not  work,  as  there  was  not  enough 
water  aft  to  make  it  "fetch."  This  indicates  a  want  of  free  communication 
throngh  the  limbers.  It  seems  that  this  difficulty  was  overcome,  for  some  time 
afterwards  the  water  rose  to  about  four  inches  of  the  fire-room  floor  (which 
would  make  it  twenty- six  iuches  below  the  grate-bars)  when  the  centrifugal 
pump  was  in  operation  discharging  steadily  its  2,000  or  3,000  gallons  of  water 
per  minute.  ^iO  apprehension  seems  to  have  been  felt  at  this  time  as  to  the  dan- 
ger of  sinking,  the  vessel  was  not  noticed  to  be  settling,  but  the  commanding 
officer  desired  the  presence  of  the  captain,  and  commenced  to  signalize  to  that 
effect  At  this  instant  the  water  suddenly  rose  in  the  vessel,  and  she  commenced 
to  settle  forward.  The  signal  '*in  want  of  assistance  "  was  made  immediately, 
and  she  went  down.  My  conclusion  is,  that  the  sinking  of  the  vessel  was  not 
occasioned  by  the  water  that  found  its  way  into  her  through  the  hawse-hole,  for 
U  seems  clearly  proven  that  free  communication  was  established  (through  the 
limbers)  between  the  hawse-hole  and  centrifugal  pump,  and  I  conceive  that  the 
centrifugal  pump  is  able  to  discharge  all  water  that  enters  by  the  hawse-hole. 
I  believe  that  the  injuries  that  the  vessel  had  received  in  service,  particularly 
while  aground  under  the  fire  of  the  Sullivan's  Island  batteries,  (assisted  perhaps 
by  the  straining  produced  by  being  beached  at  Port  Royal,)  had  so  strained  her 
that  the  rivets  were  loose  on  some  of  her  bottom  plates,  and  the  rough  sea  that 
was  mnning  at  the  time  of  the  disaster  must  have  been  sufficient  to  open  the 
plates  and  admit  the  water.  From  all  that  I  can  learn,  it  was  no  gradual  accu- 
Budation  of  water  that  caused  the  vessel  to  sink,  but  it  was  almost  i  nta* 
neons.    This  could  alone  be  caused  by  such  reason  as  I  here 
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I  merely  submit  this  hurried  paper  with  a  view  to  rendering  some  slight  aid 
towards  assigning  a  reason  for  the  terrible  disaster. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  SIMPSON,  Commanding. 
J.  A.  Dahloren, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S»  A.  B.  Squadron, 


B. 

List  of  the  JVeehatoken^s  officers  supposed  to  be  lost, 

Henry  W.  Merian,  third  assistant  engineer. 
Augustus  Mitchell,  third  assistant  engineer. 
George  W.  McGowan,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 
Charles  Spongbergh,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 
Very  respectfully, 

FREDERICK  R.  STOW, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 
Commander  J.  M.  Duncan. 


List  of  men's  names  who  are  supposed  to  he  lost  from  the  Weehawken. 

1.  Thomas  Piper.  15.  Edward  Mullen. 

2.  James  Scolian.  16.  Michael  Clines. 

3.  John  Buckley.  17.  James  Lennan. 

4.  John  Kerrigan.  18.  Thomas  Mec. 

5.  John  Carpenter.  19.  Robert  Nugent. 

6.  Joseph  Grogan.  20.  Thomas  Donovan. 

7.  Charies  F.  Davis.  21.  William  G.  Pike. 

8.  John  Williams,  2d.  22.  George  Leighton. 

9.  Charles  H.  Wilson.  23.  Henry  Summer. 

10.  William  H.  Williamson.  24.  Thomas  Stocker. 

11.  Christian  Anderson.  25.  Thomas  Donlon. 

12.  John  Rutlage.  26.  Stephen  C.  Newman. 

13.  Ralph  Anderson.  27.  (Not  ascertained.) 

14.  Edward  Gayhan. 

Very  respectfully, 

FREDERICK  R.  STOW, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 

Reports  of  officers  of  Wethattken. 

A.  Commander  Duncan December  7. 

B.  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant December  7. 

C.  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant \  .  .December  9. 

D.  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant - December -11, 

E.  Acting  Master  C.  C.  Kingsbury December  8. 

F.  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  M.  Stein December  9. 

G.  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  M.  Stein December  11, 

H.  Acting  Paymaster  F.  R.  Stow December  7. 
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J.    Ensign  I.  H.  Reed December  7. 

X.  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  B.  Allen December  9. 

I*-    Acting  Ensign  B.  H.  Chad  wick December  7. 

H^*  Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall December  7. 

N'.    Master's  Mate  and  Gunner  William  E.  Bayne December  10. 

0.    Pilot  Levi  Jump December  7, 


A. 

Report  of  Commander  J,  M.  Duncan. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Of  Ckarlestonf  S.  C,  December  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  4th  instant  I  received  orders 
detaching  me  from  gunboat  Paul  Jones,  and  ordering  me  here  to  take  command 
of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  arrived 
liere,  and  in  the  evening  took  command  of  her  and  went  up  on  the  advanced 

Sicket,  and  remained  there  until  9.30  of  the  morning  of  the  6th ;  then  came 
own ;  made  fast  to  buoy  No.  2  ;  then  came  on  board  this  vessel. 
About  1.30  p.  m.  a  signal  was  made  that  the  Weehawken  wanted  assistance. 
I  immediately  got  in  a  boat  with  the  pilot  of  this  vessel.  Before  we  could  reach 
her  she  went  down.  Boats  from  all  the  vessels  around  went  to  the  assistance 
of  the  men  that  were  overboard,  and  succeeded  in  saving  all  but  four  of  the 
engineers  and  twenty-seven  of  the  men.  When  I  left  the  vessel  everything 
appeared  to  be  right ;  the  anchor-hold  was  all  dry,  no  water  coming  through 
the  bawse-pipe.  I  enclose  you  statements  of  all  the  officers  now  on  board. 
Not  being  on  board  myself  at  the  time,  I  am  not  able  to  give  any  account  of 
the  sad  accident. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  DUNCAN,  Commander. 
Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloren, 

Com'dg  S.  A,  B.  Squadron,  Flag- Ship  Philadelphia. 


B. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  December  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  to-day,  I  make  the  following  report  of 
circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Wee- 
hawken : 

At  or  near  12  o'clock  yesterday  the  seas  were  washing  over  the  bows  of  the 
Tessel,  and  water  was  going  down  the  forward  hatch  in  small  quantities,  as  has 
frequently  been  the  case. 

To  prevent  its  splashing  into  the  cabin  the  iron  door  leading  into  the  anchor- 
xoom  was  closed ;  and  in  order  to  ease  the  ship,  fifteen  fathoms  of  chain  were 
veered.  We  were  at  our  usual  moorings,  made  fast  to  buoy  No.  2.  The  wind 
fieshened,  and  the  seas  gre^  larger  very  rapidly,  and  while  closing  down  the 
forward  battle-plate  several  seas  went  over,  almost  filling  up  the  anchor-room. 
Men  were  immediately  sent  down  to  keep  the  limbers  clear.  The  berth-deck 
hattle-plate  was  then  let  down,  and  at  this  time  I  observed  that  the  vessel  was 
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not  80  much  by  the  stem  as  usual.  This  I  attributed  to  the  large  body  oi 
water  forward.  As  the  limbers  were  clear,  I  had  no  fears  but  that  the  water 
would  run  aft,  and  be  pumped  out.  It  was  now  reported  to  me  that  mj  room 
was  flooded,  and  while  on  my  way  to  examine  it,  the  captain  of  the  hold  re- 
ported five  (5)  inches  of  water,  which  was  evidence  that  the  water  was  making 
its  way  aft. 

The  leak  in  my  room  was  around  the  end  of  one  of  the  beams  where  it  joined 
the  side,  and  seemed  to  be  one  that  could  be  easily  stopped. 

In  the  cabin  the  water  was  pouring  in  in  small  streams  by  the  npper « 
the  forward  bulkhead.  The  hatches  were  taken  off  the  cabin-lockers  to 
water  into  the  bilge. 

For  many  minutes  the  vessel  did  not  settle  any  by  the  head.     I  saw  notl 
serious  in  the  condition  of  the  vessel,  but  thought  that  the  commanding        f 
ought  to  be  on  board,  and  began  to  make  signal  for  him.     I  should  have  i     ■ 
tioncd  that  the  commander,  James  M.  Duncan,  was  on  board  the  flag-ship, n 
at  hand. 

The  centrifugal  and  other  pumps  were  started  as  soon  as  the  water  waa 
enough  for  their  suction  to  take  effect,  and  all  of  them  worked  well  apparenuy. 

After  some  minutes  had  elapsed  with  the  vessel  in  this  condition — I  caa 
say  how  long — she  suddenly  began  to  settle  forward  and  to  cant  to  starbouo. 
Signal  was  made  for  assistance  immediately,  and  all  hands  ordered  on  deck,  bit 
she  sunk  so  rapidly  now  that  many  were  caught  below.     Assistance  arrim 
promptly,  and  I  believe  that  all  who  succeeded  in  reaching  the  upper  d 
were  picked  up  by  boats.     The  savinpj  of  many  lives  is  attributable  to 
possession  displayed  by  all  those  oflScers  and  men  who  fell  under  my  ol     rve 

I  have  since  heard  from  officers  of  the  vessel  that  there  were  leaks  m  all 
wing-rooms,  and,  as  she  had  been  much  strained  from  various  causes,  mjf 
sion  is  that  these  leaks  became  suddenly  enlarged,  filling  the  ship  fon 
causing  her  to  sink  almost  immediately. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  S.  STUYVESANT, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  O/Fecf* 

Rear-Admiral  JoHx\  A.  Daiilgren, 

Commanding  S,  A,  B.  Squadron,  of  Charleston^  S.  G. 


C. 

Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant. 

United  States  Storeship  Supply, 
Off  Morris  Island,  December  9,  !•     • 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  have  questioned  the  officers  and  cr 
the  late  United  States  steamer   Weehawken   regarding  the  use  of  a, 
her  hawse-hole. 

A  temporary   one  made   of  coal  bags   was  used  on  her  passage  firom  J 
York  to  Fortress  Monroe,  but  nothing   has  been  seen  of  it  since.    None ' 
made,  nor  any  one  detailed  for  that  duty  on  the  ship. 

It  will  gratify  you,  sir,  to  know  that   the  Weehawken's  officers  and 
well  cared  for  in  their  new  quarters,  and  as  comfortable  as  possible  i 
circumstances. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  S.  STUYVESANT. 

Lieutenant  United  Stata  ^^ 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Commanding  S»  A.  B,  Squadron. 
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D. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  M,  S.  Stuyvesant  transmitting  various  reports. 

United  States  Storeship  Supply, 

Off  Morris  Island,  December  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  copies  of  the  reports  of  J.  B.  Allen,  acting  second  assistant 
Uid  senior  engineer,  and  E.  M.  Stein,  assistant  surgeon ;  also,  a  second  report 
from  W.  E.  Bayne,  acting  masters 's  mate,  in  accordance  with  your  orders  of 
December  10. 

I  forwarded  the  reports   of  the  'first   two  officers  on  the  9th  ultimo,  and  am 
•ony  they  failed  to  reach. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  S.  STUYVESANT, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 
Lieut.  Com.  J.  M.  Bradford, 

Fleet  Captain,  S.  A,  B.  Squadron. 


E. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Charles  C  Kingsbury. 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 

Of  Morris  Island,  December  8,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment of  what  came  under  my  observation  in  relation  to  the  sinking  of  the  iron- 
clad Weehawken. 

At  about  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  being  in  my  room,  received  an  order  from  Mr. 
Stuyvesant,  the  executive  officer,  tcf  come  on  deck,  and,  in  obeying  the  order, 
heard  some  one  say  "the  water  is  coming  in  the  cabin  through  the  door.*' 
"When  I  got  on  deck  I  received  an  order  from  executive  officer  to  veer  away 
chain,  the  vessel  being  fast  to  her  mooring  buoy ;  and  whilst  obeying  the  order 
observed  the  sea  washing  over  her  from  three  to  five  feet  in  depth.  After  hav- 
ing obeyed  the  order,  having  given  her  about  forty-five  fathoms  of  chain,  re- 
ceived permission  to  go  below,  and,  upon  my  doing  so,  found  the  water  rushing 
into  my  room  in  large  streams  ;  raised  the  hatch  in  my  room  and  found  the 
place  full  of  water;  looked  into  the  cabin,  and  also  saw  the  hold  full;  then 
went  on  deck  and  reported  the  same  to  executive  officer,  and  the  want  of  some 
one  to  haul  the  limber  chains ;  was  ordered  by  executive  officer  to  take  some 
men  and  go  down  and  see  to  the  hauling  of  them  myself,  and  whilst  executing 
the  order  saw  tho  hold  under  the  berth  deck  was  rapidly  filling.  Saw  Mr. 
Allen,  second  assistant  acting  chief  engineer,  and  spoke  to  him  about  the  water 
not  running  aft ;  he  made  answer,  "the  pumps  work  well  ;'*  then  went  into  the 
turret-room,  and  hoard  the  order  given  for  everybody  to  come  off  the  berth 
deck ;  then  used  all  my  endeavors  to  get  the  men  up  as  quickly  as  possible ; 
got  up  myself,  leaving  one  or  two  on  the  ladder  to  come  up  after  me. 

In  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  her  sinking   was   the  shattered  condition  of  her 
side  armor,  and  a  large  increase  of  weight  in  ammunition  and  coals,  which,  with 
a  rough  sea,  and  her  forward  compartment  full  of  water,   caused   an   opening* 
between  the  overhang  and  hull,  which  made  itself  manifest  by  the   rushing  in 
of  water  in  all  the  side  rooms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHA^S.  C.  KINGSBURY, 
Acting  Master  United  States  Navy. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloren. 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Philadelphia. 
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F. 

Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  JE,  W,  M.  Stein, 

United  States  Storeship  Supply, 

Of  Charleston,  S.  C,  December  9,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  am  of  opinion  that  tho  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  was  caused  bjthe 
filling  of  the  forecastle  with  water,  which  caused  her  to  go  down  by  the  head, 
besides  straining  her  to  such  a  degree  as  to  separate  the  overhang  from  the  bull, 
thereby  causing  a  general  leakage  throughout  the  fore  part  of  the  vessel.  The 
over-cramming  of  the  vessel  with  shot  and  shells  increased  the  strain  on  her, 
and  no  doubt  caused  her  to  sink  more  rapidly  than  she  otherwise  would  have 
done.  These  are  the  chief  causes,  as  it  appears  to  me,  to  which  the  loss  of  this 
vessel  is  attributable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ED.  W.  M.  STEIN. 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B,  Sqtiadron,  off  Charleston,  S.  C, 


G. 

Additional  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  W.  M.  Stein, 

United  States  Storeship  Supply, 

Of  Charleston,  S.  C,  December  11,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  requiring  the  officers  of  the  Weehawken 
to  present  you  with  a  statement  of  the  facts,  as  far  as  they  know,  connected 
witn  the  loss  of  that  vessel,  I  would  respectfully  say  that  the  filling  of  the 
forecastle  with  water,  and  ''the  going  down  by  the  head"  of  the  vessel  in  con<^ 
sequence  of  the  accumulation  of  water  in  the  fore  part  thereof,  are  the  facta 
which  immediately  caused  the  sinking  of  the  Weehawken,  <w  it  appears  to  me. 
The  excessive  quantity  of  shot  and  shells  stowed  awav  in  the  vessel  is  another 
fcLct  which,  I  take  it,  caused  her  to  sink  sooner  than  she  otherwise  would  have 
done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  M.  STEIN,  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren,  , 

Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron, 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 


H. 
Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Pat/master  F.  R,  Stow. 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 
Of  Charleston,  S.  C,  December  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  following  statement  to 
make  in  regard  to  the  sinking  of  the  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken  on  the  6th 
instant  : 

About  1  o'clock  p.  m.  I  observed  the  water  making  so  fast  in  the  anchor- 
room  that  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  bulkhead  door.    About  thirtj  or  forty 
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nfatites  afterwards  I  DOticed  that  the  anchor-room  was  so  full  of  water  as  to 
eauae  it  to  flow  over  the  top  of  the  door  and  flood  the  cabin  floor.  The  water 
did  not  appear  to  flow  aft  but  a  very  Httle,  but  accumulated  rapidly  forward, 
indfittt  coming  up  with  the  cabin  and  wardroom  floors.  I  also  observed  the 
witer  leaking  rapidly  into  the  officers'  rooms  and  into  my  own  room,  through 
the  Beams  in  the  sides  of  the  ship.  This  latter  I  had  never  known  to  occur 
MDce  I  had  been  on  board.  When  I  observed  this  I  became  at  once  convinced 
that  Bhe  was  making  water  fast  throughout  the  entire  forward  part.  "W  hen  I 
kft  the  wardroom,  which  was  about  five  minutes  before  she  sank,  the  water 
was  an  inch  upon  the  floors. 

The  quantity  of  ammunition  stowed  forward  was  larger  than  it  ever  was  since 
I  hare  oeen  on  board,  which  caused  her  to  be  more  down  by  the  head  than  I 
hare  ever  known  her  to  be.     Taking  the  large  stock  of  shells  and  the  vast 

Joantity  or  weight  of  water  in  the  anchor-room   together,  I  believe  so  strained 
er  forward  as  to  let  water  into  scores  of  places  aft  the  cabin.     She  fast  settled 
ibnrard  and  prevented  the  water  flowing  aft.     In  my   opinion  the  ship  would 
not  have  sunk  if  she  had  not  opened  in  her  side. 
Very  respectfully, 

FREDERICK  R.  STOW, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster. 
Commander  J.  M.  Duncan, 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia. 


1. 

Report  of  Ensign  J.  M.  Reed. 

Flag-Ship  Philadblpmia, 
Of  Morris  Island^  December  7,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  an  account  of  the  cir- 
emnfltances  connected  with  the  sinking  of  the  Wechawken  that  came  under  my 
obeerration. 

At  about  9.30  a.  m.  we  came  down  from  the  picket  ground  and  shackled  on  to 
the  buoy  known  as  buoy  No.  2.     At  that  time,  and  until  12  meridian,  when  I 

Eve  up  charge  of  the  deck,  the  sea  was  breaking  over  the  ship  forward,  but 
log  nearly  an  every-day  occurrence,  no  notice  was  taken  of  it. 

Between  1.15  and  1.30  p.  m.  a  heavy  sea  broke  over  the  ship  and  filled  the 
anchor-well  with  water.  The  forward  battle-plate  and  also  the  berth- deck  battle- 
plate  were  immediately  closed,  and  the  iron  door  connecting  the  captain's  cabin 
fluid  anchor-well  was  also  closed  and  secured  by  iron  turn-buckles.  When  the 
door  was  first  closed  the  water  leaked  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the  door, 
bat  in  a  short  time  it  leaked  but  a  very  little  from  the  bottom.  This,  in  my 
opinion,  proves  that  the  limbers  were  clear,  and  that  the  hawse-hole,  which  was 
not  closed,  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sinking  of  the  ship.  At  about  the  same 
time  a  large  leak  was  observed  in  the  executive  oflScer's  room.  This  leak  was 
about  half  way  from  the  berth  to  the  main  deck.  I  reported  it  to  the  executive 
officer,  and  went  on  top  of  the  turret. 

The  sea  was  then  breaking  over  the  ship  forward,  but  not  more  than  I  have 
Been  it  before.  In  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  it  became  apparent  that  we  were 
sinking  a  little  by  the  head.  The  centrifugal  pump  was  started  and  threw  a 
lai^  stream  of  water  through  the  out- board  delivery  on  deck ;  but  she  did  not 
riae  any,  and  the  executive  oflScer  ordered  all  the  officers  and  men  on  deck,  and 
also  ordered  the  signal  "captain  needed  on  board"  to  be  made. 

I  had  mastheaded  the  first  number  of  the  signal,  when  she  commenc  to  sink 
Tcry  npidly.    I  was  ordered  to  discontinue  the  first  signaly  ►iite  "as- 


256       BEPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVT. 

sistance  needed."     The  crew  were  directed  to  po  aft  and  save  themselves,  and 
in  from  five  to  ten  minutes  the  sea  was  making  a  clean  run  over  the  deck. 

It  is  my  opinion,  and  I  believe  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  officers,  that  the 
leak  in  the  executive  officer's  room  enlarged  suddenly  and  caused  the  ship  to 
sink. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  REED, 
Ensign,  United  States  Naiy, 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbn, 
Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  J.  B,  A,  Allen, 

United  States  Storeship  Supply, 
Of  Charleston,  5.  C,  Wednesday,  Decemher  9,  1863.* 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  requiring  those  officers  who  were  saved 
from  the  ill-fated  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken  to  send  in  to  you  their  report 
regarding  the  sinking  of  that  vessel,  I  herewith  transmit  my  views. 

After  having  made  my  usual  visit,  at  9  a.  m.,  around  that  part  of  the  vessel 
belonging  to  the  engineer  department,  and  finding  all  the  machinery  in  good 
order,  I  retired  to  my  room,  feeling  somewhat  unwell.  Soon  after  (I  cannot 
exactly  name  the  hour)  I  heard  a  rush  of  water  forward,  and  went  into  the 
cabin  to  find  out  the  cause.  I  there  found  Ensign  Ghadwick  engaged  in  x^Iosing 
the  communicating  door  between  the  anchor- well  and  cabin.  I  assisted  him  in 
clo8ing  this  door  and  securing  it,  (which  is  done  by  means  of  iron  turn-buckles 
and  bars,)  and  by  this  means  the  water  was  prevented  for  a  time  filling  up  the 
bilge.  I  then  went  into  the  engine-room,  and  ordered  one  Worthington  pump 
started  to  pumping  out  the  bilge,  and  then  went  to  the  executive  officer  and 
requested  that  the  limber-chains  might  be  hauled.  This  was  done,  and  I  re- 
turned to  the  engine-room,  and  there  found  that  the  water  was  coming  affc  very 
fast.  I  ordered  the  remaining  Worthington  pump  started,  and  the  centrifugal 
pump  cleared  and  got  ready  for  use.  I  then  went  back  into  the  cabin,  and  saw 
the  water  forcing  its  way  through  all  sides  of  the  communicating  door,  and  that 
the  water  under  the  cabin  floor  covered  the  shot  and  shell,  and  was  nearly  over 
the  floor.  I  returned  to  the  engine-room,  and  ordered  the  centrifugal  pump 
started.  This  pump  worked  well,  but  drew  the  water  from  the  bilge  faster  than 
it  ran  through  the  limbers,  and  therefore,  for  a  time,  it  was  subking. 

All  that  possibly  could  be  done  by  the  engineers  was  done,  as  is  plainly  seen 
by  those  four  noble  fellows  dying  at  their  posts. 

The  vessel  (Weehawken)  havii  g  been  ^trzre  subjected  to  heavy  Btraining* 
(first  while  ashore  near  Fort  Sumter,  and  lastly  while  beached  at  Port  Rojal,) 
and  having  an  unusual  weight  of  ammunition  forward,  I  respectfully  submil  m 
my  reasons  for  the  melancholy  loss.  As  fast  as  she  filled  with  water  forwardt 
so  much  more  did  it  pull  her  down  by  the  head,  and  prevent  the  water  fltna 
running  aft ;  and  I  believe  that  heavy  weight  of  ammunition  and  water  canaed 
a  large  opening  between  the  overhang  and  hull. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  A.  alli:n,  u.  s.  n^ 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer^ 
Late  Senior  Engineer  United  States  ISteamer  Weehawkem. 

Bear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlorbn,  U.  S.  N., 

Com^g  S.  A,  B.  Sqiuidron,  Flag' Steamer  Philadelphia^off  CharhtUm^  S.  C 
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Report  of'  AcUng  Ensign  £.  H.  Chadmck. 

Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Off  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  December  7,  1863. 

Sli :  I  have  the  following  to  report  in  relation  to  the  disaster  on  the  iron- 
did  Weehawken,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  Gth  instant,  as  came  under  my  obser- 
TatioD,  viz: 

About  1  p.  m.  I  was  seated  in  the  wardroom,  when  mj  first  apprehension  of 

aoj  nnasaal  occurrence  in  regai'd  to  the  safety  or  sinking  of  the  Weehawken 

visoecisioned  by  the  pilot's  calling  my  attention  to  the  volume  of  water  flowing 

a  aroond  the  bulkhead  iron  door,  between  the  captain's  cabin  and  the  anchor* 

nwii,  which  was  closed  and  only  latched  ;  and  from  the  flow  of  the  water  in  at 

tke  sides  of  the  door  should  judge  the  water  in  the  anchor-room  at  that  time  to 

be  about  eighteen  inches  deep.     This  water  was  flooding  the  cabin  floor.    I 

adbd  for  assistance.    Mr.  Allen,  the  chief  engineer  came,  and  we  put  on  and 

foewed  up  the  cross-bars  to  the  door,  which  nearly  stopped  the  water  coming 

through.     The  water  rose  gradually  in  the  anchor-room,  as  indicated  by  the 

If  It;  about  the  door,  and  in  about  thirty  minutes  it  was  on  the  top  of  the  door. 

I  next  saw  a  leak  around  the  end  of  a  beam  in  executive  officer's  room,  on  star- 

boaid  Me  forward,  and,  on  opening  a  hatch  in  the  starboard  forward  room,  the 

wmfter  came  up  over  the  floor. 

The  sinking  of  the  Weehawken  I  attribute  to  the  excessive  weight  of  ammu- 
]iition»  keeping  the  vessel  down  by  the  head,  causing  the  water  to  flood  the 
anchor-room  through  the  hawse-pipe ;  then  the  combined  weight  of  water  and 
ammiinition  caused  the  ship  to  strain  and  leak  badly  between  the  overhang  and 
the  hnll  forward  when  in  a  sea  way ;  and,  lastly,  the  water  would  not  flow  aft 
to  the  pnmps,  making  it  impossible  to  free  her. 
Host  respectfully  submitted.  . 

BENJ.  H.  CHADWICK, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy- 
Gonmander  J.  M.  Duncan. 


M. 

Report  of  Ensign  F.  N.  CrandaU, 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 
Of  Charleston,  S.  C,  December  7, 1863. 

8n :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  state- 
it  in  relation  to  the  sinking  of  the  United  States  monitor  Weehawken  on 
December  6 : 

I  relieved  the  officer  of  the  deck  at  12  meridian,  noticing  that  we  were  shack- 
led OD  to  a  buoy,  and  not  very  far  from  several  steam-tues  lying  at  anchor.  The 
wind  was  quite  fresh  from  northward  and  eastward,  and  a  pretty  heavy  sea  on» 
Iveaking  over  the  decks  forward,  which,  I  suppose,  is  a  common  occurrence  to 
tke  monitors  during  rough  weather.  About  1  p.  m.  a  heavy  sea  partly  carried 
awty  the  forward  hatch.    I  immediately  called  all  of  the  watch  on  deck. 

About  this  time  Lieutenant  Stuy  vesant,  the  executive  officer,  came  on  deck 
alio.  I  went  forward  with  the  watch  to  replace  and  secure  it,  and  found  the 
battle  plate  unshipped  and  hanging  by  the  tackle.  This  was  placed  and  closed 
ifOfwn  as  toon  as  possible.  The  room  which  had  been  closed  up  below  was  about 
balf  fidi  itf  water  Wore  the  battle-plate  could  be  shipped.  Acting  Master  Kuigs 
17  N 
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bury  came  on  deck  about  now,  and  received  orders  from  the  executive  offieer  to 
veer  away  chaiui  wliicli  was  done.  After  cverythbg  was  secured,  Mr.  Stuy ve- 
sant  told  me  to  go  below  and  change  my  clothing  for  a  dry  suit  Before  arriving 
below  I  observed  the  water  coming  over  the  door  from  the  anchor-room  into 
the  cabin.  Just  as  I  started  to  come  on  deck  the  water  came  up  through  the 
hatch  in  my  room. 

When  I  arrived  on  top  of  the  turret  the  order  was  sent  down  by  Mr.  Stny- 
vesant  for  everybody  to  come  on  deck.  Soon  after,  the  order  to  go  aft  and  save 
themselves.  Under  the  circumstances,  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great 
coolness. 

In  going  down  she  canted  over  to  starboard.  I  staid  aboard  until  a  heavy 
sea  washed  me  ofif,  when  I  made  a  spring  and  caught  hold  of  the  boat,  and  was 
hauled  in.  I  then  took  charge,  but  found  her  completely  unmanageable.  Her 
row-locks  were  gone,  and  all  we  could  do  was  to  keep  her  head  to  sea.  Finally 
we  were  picked  up  by  a  tug-boat. 

As  to  uie  real  cause  of  her  filling  with  water  I  am  not  able  to  state.  I  judge 
she  must  have  parted  the  <*  overhang  **  from  the  main  hull.  The  anchor-room  is 
supposed  to  be  a  water-tight  compartment,  which,  being  filled  with  water,  would 
not  affect  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  N.  CEANDAUU 
Acting  Ensign  United  States  Napy. 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 


N. 

Report  of  Acting  Master*s  Mate  W,  E,  Bayne. 

United  States  Storeship  Supply, 
Off  Morris  Island,  December  10, 1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  transmit  an  account  of  what  I  saw  in 
reference  to  the  sinking  of  the  United  States  steam  iron-clad  battery  Weehaw- 
ken. 

The  first  intimation  that  I  had  of  anything  being  wrong  was,  upon  looking 
through  one  of  the  turret  ports,  I  saw  that  the  forward  battle-plate  over  the 
captain's  hatch  h^id  been  washed  by  a  heavy  sea  out  of  its  place,  and  I  abo 
jBaw  Mr  Stuyvcsant,  in  person,  having  it  put  in  its  place.  Wnen,  about  five  or 
ten  minutes  afterwards,  I  went  and  found  the  water  rushing  over  the  door 
leading  to  the  anchor-well,  which  was  closed  but  not  secured ;  finding  which,  I 
lookedfor  and  found  the  cross- bars,  and  helped  to  secure  it.  The  pilot  was  is 
the  cabin  at  the  same  time.  I  also  had  the  hatches  taken  off  the  forward  ihot- 
lockers  to  let  the  water  run  aft  quicker  to  the  pumps.  After  seeing  all  seetm, 
went  to  dinner,  thinking  that  the  water  would  soon  run  aft.  In  fifteen  miniites 
afterwards  heard  that  the  water  was  running  into  the  first  lieutenant's  room ; 
went  to  see  what  could  be  done  with  it.  I  sent  for  padding  and  taIlow»  aad 
stopped  it  as  far  as  possible.  Afterwards  I  went  to  look  at  the  cabin  agato* 
thinking  it  might  be  all  clear,  but  found  it  worse  than  over,  but  did  not  £ink 
there  was  any  danger,  as  all  the  pumps  were  working  well ;  but  found  thinn 
sUll  getting  worse  and  the  water  still  rushing  into  me  ship.  I  also  iluni|^t 
that  the  ship  was  sinking  by  the  head,  and  u^n  going  to  the  top  of  the  tiinet 
found  it  to  be  so ;  when  I  got  an  order  to  fire  a  gun,  but  could  not  do  so  ftrdie 
boats.    Heiard  the  executive  officer  give  an  order  to  leave  the  ship  bjaaj  meum 
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in  our  power.  He  was  busy  at  that  time  with  signals.  Left  the  top  of  the  tar- 
ret*  aaa  heU  the  boats  tUl  they  were  full  of  men,  and  got  washed  overboard* 
bat  go^  into  the  iKMit  again. 

I  femain»  very  respectfully,  yours, 

WM.  E.  BAYNE, 
Acting  Master' 9  Mute,  Acting  Gunner. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 


0. 
Report  of  Pilot  Levi  JumjK 

Off  Morris  Island, 

December  7,  1864. 

Sir:  The  sinking  of  the  United  States  iron-clad  steamer  Weehawken,  moored 
at  buoy  No.  2,  on  the  Gth  instant,  in  my  opinion,  was  caused  by  leaving  the 
bttttle-plate  over  the  captain's  hatch  off  too  long,  causing  the  forecastle  to  be 
filled  with  water,  and  that,  coupled  with  extra  weight  of  shell,  caused  her  to  sink 
by  the  head,  preventing  the  water  from  going  aft ;  and  the  pressure  of  water 
was  so  strong  as,  in  my  opinion,  to  burst  the  main  hull  from  the  overhang,  as 
all  the  leaks  started  were  fresh  ones. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  youi  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  JUMP,  Pihu 
J.  M.  Duncan, 

IxUe  Commander  of  U.  S.  Iron*clad  Weehaicken. 


List  of  officers  and  men  *TV€dfrcm  the  United  Statet  steamer  Weehawken. 


Officers, — J.  M.  Duncan,  commander ;  M.  S.  Stuyvcsant,  lieutenant ;  C.  C. 
Kingsbury,  acting  master ;  E.  M.  Stein,  assistant  surgeon ;  F.  R.  Stow,  acting 
assistant  paymaster ;  .1.  U.  Reed,  ensign ;  B.  H.  Chadwick,  acting  ensign ;  F. 
H.  Crandall,  acting  ensign ;  J.  B.  A.  Allen,  acting  second  assistant  engineer ; 
Wflliam  E.  Baync,  acting  master's  mate;  Levi  Jump,  pilot. — Total,  11. 

Men, — John  Smith,  first-class  fireman ;  John  Hurley,  do. ;  John  Connolly,  do. ; 
Edward  Clarkson,  do. ;  Edward  Carr,  do.;  David  II.  Sorbnrne,  second-class  fire- 
man; James  Collins,  do.;  James  Byers,  do.;  Patrick  Rcardon,  do.;  Hcnr}* 
Sumner,  do.;  Maurice  Phelan,  coal-heaver;  Bernard  Cassiday,  do.;  Thomap 
Hogan, do.;  Thomas  Doran, secx)nd master ;  C.  B.  Brunn, do.;  William  A.  Mun- 
oon,  second  gunner ;  Greorge  Crotts,  do. ;  William  Brown,  seaman  ;  Michael 
Bice,  do.;  John  Williams,  1st,  do.;  William  A.  Davis,  do.;  Thomas  Goggin. 
captain  of  hold ;  Carl  Grandman,  ordinary  seaman;  Edward  Christenson,  do.; 
Jonn  Walters,  do. ;  Thomas  Bailey,  landsman ;  John  Nee,  do. ;  Stephen  McDon- 
ald, do.;  L.  Johnson,  second-class  boy ;  Charles  Drage,  landsman ;  John  Russell 
do.;  William  Batten, do.;  Edward  Lswis,  do.;  Patrick  McGovem,  do.;  Matthew 
T.  Jackson,  do.;  Michael  Dunn,  do.;  John  Ajiderson,  do.;  E.  A.  Redding,  do.; 
Samuel  E.  Seaman,  do. ;  James  T.  Brace,  do. ;  Francis  Gallagher,  do. ;  William 
H.  Dunbar,  do.;  William  Orange,  do.;  James  Kohlay,  do.;  Dan.  O'Brien,  do.; 
Henry  Dobson,  wardroom  cook ;  Hairy  Read,  paymaster's  steward ;  Benjamin 
B.  Birdsall,  doctor's  steward;  James  Bagan,  boatswain's  mate  on  b  d  the 
Home ;  William  B.  Nongle. 
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Musing. — ^Thomas  Piper,  second  master;  John  Scallen,  landsman;  — *^ 
Bncklej,  do.;  John  Kerrigan,  do.;  JoLn  Carpenter,  do.;  Joshua  Crogan,  second- 
class  boy;  Charles  F.  Davis,  first-class  fireman  ;  John  Williams,  2d,  landsman; 
Charles  Wilson,  master-at-arms ;  William  H.  Williamson,  captain's  cook ;  Chris- 
tian Anderson,  ship's  cook ;  John  Rutledge,  landsman ;  Ralph  Anderson,  do.; 
James  Gajhan,  first-class  fireman ;  Edward  Mullen,  second-class  firenum ; 
Michael  Clines,  coal-heaver;  James  Lenman,  second-class  fireman;  Thomas 
Mec,  first-class  fireman;  Robert  Nngent,  coal-heaver;  George  M.  Lei^hton« 
first-class  fireman ;  Thomas  Stothers,  do. ;  Stephen  C.  Newman,  second-claM 
fireman;  Thomas  Donaran,  ordinary  seaman ;  William  G.  Pike,  do.;  Thomas 
Dowlin,  landsman ;  Thomas  A.  Mason,  yeoman,  (since  dead.) 


CAPSIZING  OF  BOATS  ON  CHARLESTON  BAR. 
Report  of  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dah/gren. 

Flaq-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 
Of  Morris  Island,  December  18,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  several  men  yesterday  by  drowning  in  the 
breakers  of  the  bar.  The  boat  of  the  Clover  was  incautiously  put  aerosB  the 
breakers,  though  previously  warned  against  doing  so,  and  capsized.  The  boat 
of  the  Maugham,  which  had  just  crossed,  going  out,  put  back  and  picked  up 
the  boat's  crew,  but  by  some  unexplainea  cause  lost  the  ping,  waa  filled  and 
swamped.  Two  tugs  sent  boats  to  tne  rescue,  and  were  also  capsized.  So  that 
in  a  brief  space  twenty-four  officers  and  men  were  adrift  in  a  sea  breaking 
heavily.  By  this  time  my  own  barge  reached  the  spot  and  picked  up  fifteen 
officers  and  men.  Two  were  picked  up  by  the  Sanford's  boat.  One  officer  and 
five  men  were  not  rescued,  and  must  have  been  drowned.  Such  accidents  are 
always  painful,  and  yet  they  are  a  part  of  the  necessary  experiences  that  our 
present  duties  and  the  season  entail.  The  winter  time  is  now  upon  us,  and  our 
good  people  cannot  be  aware  of  the  hardships  that  follow  close  watches,  by  day 
and  night,  of  a  rebel  enemy,  who  is  rendered  almost  desperate. 

I  would  also  take  the  occasion  to  note  the  value  of  a  well-modelled  boat  My 
barge,  with  a  crew  of  thirteen  men,  was  able  to  bring  o£f  with  safely  fifteen 
comrades  who  might  otherwise  have  perished.  Some  of  the  boats  of  late  build 
have  the  defect  of  not  being  high  enough  in  the  gunwale,  and  the  row-lockB» 
instead  of  being  framed  in,  as  formerly,  are  of  metal,  and  liable  to  be  unshipped 
in  a  surf  at  a  critical  moment.  I  hope  that  no  more  such  will  be  sent  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear* Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

P.  Sw — Since  writiug  the  above,  two  bodies  have  come  aabore  and .  haye  bean 
interred. 

I  transmit  a  list  of  the.  boats'  crews  that  were  capsized. 

hist  of  boats'  crews  capsized  December  I?*  1863. 

George  Mangham, — John  Collins,  jr.,  acting  master,  comroimdiny;  J»  Ch 
Holland,  assistant  paymaster ;  Edwin  J.  Thomas,  cockswain ;  Josq^  H«  Ter* 
nald,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Kelly,  ordinary  seaman ;  Michel  Deaeq^  «vd|h 
vt^ry  seaman  ;  John  Leonard,  landsman. 
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Gtramimm. — Stewart  D.  Lee,  acting  master's  mate;  James  Norton,  boat- 
swain's mate ;  G^rge  Bonger,  captain  of  hold ;  Jobn  Dunne,  ship's  cook ; 
C(eotge  Russell,  boy,  lost. 

Clooer, — ^Thomas  H.  Davis,  acting  master's  mate,  lost ;  William  Miller,  sea- 
nan,  lost ;  J.  Steele,  ordinary  seaman,  lost ;  William  Dalton,  landsman  ;  Wil- 
liam Jackson,  landsman. 

Oleander. — A.  B.  Baahford,  acting  ensign ;  Frank  Brown,  landsman,  lost, 
body  recovered ;  Benjamin  Brown,  landsman,  lost ;  Kit  Jenkins,  landsman ; 
Ifaonel  White,  landsman  ;  Toby  Howard,  landsman. 

Total  in  boats,  23  ;  survivors,  17  ;  lost,  6 — 5  men  and  1  officer. 
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RIVER. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  J,  A.  Dahlgren, 

Flao-Steambr  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  December  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  reports  in  relation  to  an  attack  made  by  the  rebels 
upon  the  Marblehead,  (Christmas  morning,)  lying  m  Stono,  which  was  repulsed 
by  the  Marblehead,  Pawnee,  and  schooner  Williams. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Lieutenant  Commander  Meade  acted  with  promptness 
and  vigor,  and  that  the  whole  defence  was  highly  creditable.  I  b^  leave  to 
indorse  the  recommendations  made  in  his  report. 

The  casualties  of  the  Marblehead  were  three  men  killed — Robert  Brown,  Lo- 
renzo D.  Snow,  Joseph  Phillips ;  and  four  wounded — Charles  Moore,  Alexander 
Henderson,  John  Hackctt,  and  Charles  Scmmcs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGBEN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  ^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  George  B,  Balch, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  Legareville,  S.  C,  December  26,  1863. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
to-day  with  the  batteries  on  John's  island,  in  which  all  the  naval  force  was 
engaged. 

At  6.20  a.  m.  a  sharp  fire  from  several  batteries  was  opened  on  the  Marblo- 
head.  Lieutenant  Commander  B.  W.  Meade,  jr.,  commanding,  at  distances  from 
800  to  1,200  yards,  to  which  she  replied  quickly  and  most  vigorously. 

I  have  already  transmitted  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Meade,  as 
also  that  of  the  surgeon. 

At  6.25  this  ship  got  under  way,  and  at  6.35  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  bat- 
teries from  the  100-ponnder  rifle  and  her  starboard  battery;  and  taking  an  enfi- 
lading position  near  the  month  of  the  Keowah,  we  dropped  anchor,  swa 
«roimd  to  the  tide,  and  opened  a  rapid  fire  from  her  port  battery. 
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At  7  the  G.  P.  Williams,  Acting  Master  8.  N.  Freeman,  commanding,  nnder 
her  energetic  and  skilful  commanaer,  had,  immediately  on  hearing  the  enemj** 
guns,  slipped  her  cable  and  came  down  the  Folly  river  under  sail,  and  opened 
fire  handsomely.     Acting  Master  Freeman's  report  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  rapid  nre  from  the  three  vessels  engaged  soon  caused  the  enemy  to  re- 
treat. On  discovering  this,  I  weighed  anchor  and  directed  Acting  Master  Free- 
man to  work  up  to  Lcgareville,  and  to  keep  up  a  fire  from  his  guns.  At  .'7.30 
the  enemy  had  retreated  in  disorder,  leaving  two  guns  in  the  batteries.  I  pro- 
ceeded in  the  Pawnee  off  Legareville,  receiving  the  verbal  report  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  Meade  as  to  his  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  damages  to 
his  vessel. 

I  desire  to  bear  my  testimony  to  the  skill  and  bravery  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Meade,  who,  under  a  sharp  fire,  worked  his  battery  in  a  most  rapid 
manner,  and  handled  his  vessel  admirably. 

Acting  Master  S.  N.  Freeman,  commanding  the  0.  P.  Williams,  who,  though 
in  a  sailing  vessel,  and  stationed  four  and  a  half  miles  from  the  scene  af  action, 
slipped  his  cable,  coming  down  under  sail,  and  handsomely  participated  in  the 
engagement. 

My  officers  and  crew  merit  my  warm  commendation  for  their  coolness  and 
good  gunnery,  and  I  take  pride  in  thus  testifying  to  their  usual  bearing  in 
presence  of  the  enemy ;  and  I  deem  it  but  an  act  of  justice  to  state  that  I  am 
mdebted  to  Lieutenant  John  W.  Phillips  for  his  zeal  and  ability  in  the  dis« 
charge  of  his  duties. 

Soon  after  anchoring  at  Legareville,  General  Gordon,  commanding  the  troopa 
at  the  south  end  of  Folly  island,  came  up  the  river,  and  aflier  ascertaining  thiat 
the  rebel  shells  had  done  no  harm  to  the  troops  in  Legareville,  came  on  board 
and  offered,  if  I  would  cover  the  advance,  to  send  an  infantry  force  and  en* 
deavor  to  bring  off  the  guns  which  the  enemy  had  left.  I  of  course  amed 
to  this  proposal,  and  the  troops  advanced,  found  two  guns,  one  dying  rebd,  six 
dead  horses,  intrenching  tools,  knapsacks,  &c.,  and  everything  denoting  that 
the  enemy  had  made  a  precipitate  retreat. 

Whilst  the  troops  were  engaged  in  making  the  reconnoissance,  I  sent  Acting 
Master  Champion  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  G.  Bache,  by  one  of  the  creeks, 
to  ascertain  if  it  were  possible  to  get  the  guns  off  by  water.  General  Gk>Tdoii 
informed  me  of  the  result  of  the  reconnoissance,  which  is  substantially  as  stated 
above,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  the  guns  off  by  the  troops  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  of  transporting  them,  the  enemy  lying  in  heavy  force  in  sight, 
and  night  coming  on.  He  directed  the  officer  in  command,  by  sigpud  from  this 
ship,  to  disable  the  guus  and  fall  back. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  ftettmJL 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahluren, 

Com*dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  off  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  G,  B.  Baleh. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnbb, 
Of  Legarerilky  S.  C,  December  25, 1863. 

Admiral  :  The  enemy  opened  fire  this  morning  at  six  on  the  Marblehead ;  she 
lost  three  killed  and  four  wounded. 

The  Pawnee  and  C.  P.  Williams  got  under  way  instantly  and  proceeded  into 
cation,  taking  up  an  enfilading  position,  and  the  enemy  retreated  with  foot 
pieces.  I  enclose  for  your  information  Lieutenant  Commander^eede'e  ftpoit* 
as  also  that  of  the  surgeon.     I  enclose  the  expenditure  of  ammunitloii  aboara  the 
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I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  at  General  Gordon's  request,  I  am  here  for 
the  purpofle  of  covering  oar  troops,  who  will  soon  advance  and  endeavor  to  cap- 
tare  gnns  which  we  suppose  the  cuemj  have  leflt. 
Yerj  respectfally,  your  ohedient  servant, 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 
Commanderj  and  Senior  Offictr  praent. 
RGar*Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

ConCdg  S.  A.  B,  Squadron,  off  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  R.  IF.  Meade,  jr. 

United  States  Gunboat  Marblehbad, 
Off  Legareville,  Stono  River,  S.  C,  December  25,  1863. 

Admibal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  on  John's  island  opened 
fin  on  iu  at  six  o'clock  this  morning  from  two  hatteries  of  field  and  siege  artil- 
krj  posted  advantageously  in  the  woods.  At  the  time  the  enemy  opened  fire 
die  vessel  had  steam  only  on  the  port  boiler,  as  the  bad  leak  in  the  starboard 
one  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  haul  the  fires  under  that  boiler. 

Wo  replied  vigorously  to  the  enemy,  and  slipping  the  cable,  took  a  position 
aeuer  their  guns ;  in  which,  after  a  sharp  contest  of  an  hour,  the  enemy  retired 
in  disorder,  leaving  one  gun  and  caisson  liehind  them.  (It  is  reported  that  they 
ibtadoncd  two  guns.)  Both  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  admirably, 
and  though  the  vessel  was  struck  over  twenty  times,  and  was  much  cut  up  aloft, 
on  deckt  and  in  personnel,  stood  to  their  guns  until  the  enemy  retired  discomfit- 
tod  from  theirs.  I  have  to  commend  the  gallantry  and  good  service  of  Acting 
Ensinn^  George  F.  Winslow  and  the  officers  of  the  two  gun  divisions. 

Williun  Farley,  (boatswain's  mate,)  captain  of  the  Al-inch  gun,  behaved  in 
Iks  moat  gallant  manner,  assisting  his  men,  and  keeping  up  a  rapid  and  efifective 
fire  on  the  enemy.  I  trust  you  will  take  suitable  notice  of  this  man's  conduct ; 
he  deserves  the  medal  of  honor.  James  Miller  (quartermaster)  behaved  gal- 
Intlj,  and  Joseph  Bondcn,  (second  master's  mate,)  a  prisoner  at  large,  behaved 
10  well  in  the  action  that  I  am  induced  to  hope  that  the  department  may  over- 
kok  the  grave  offence  for  which  he  was  tried  by  court-martial  recently.  Robert 
Blake,  a  contraband,  excited  my  admiration  by  the  cool  and  brave  manner  in 
wUch  he  sensed  the  rifle  gun.  The  enemy's  fire  was  very  effective,  and  the 
Tcnsel  ia  badly  cut  up  aloft  (losing  main  topmast)  and  on  deck ;  has  several 
ihotfl  in  the  hull,  and  one  or  two  in  the  foremast,  and  has  lost  three  (3)  men 
killed  and  four  (4)  wounded,  one  seriously.  The  surgeon's  report  is  herewith 
enclosed.  The  report  of  ammunition  expended  is  also  enclosed,  by  which  yon 
will  obeerve  that  a  rapid  fire  was  kept  up.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have 
been  very  considerable  at  our  short  range,  as  the  abandonment  of  their  artillery 
proves.  Tlio  Pawnee,  which,  when  the  action  commenced,  was  at  anchor  in  the 
inlet,  took  an  enfilading  position  on  the  Keowah  river,  and  by  her  fire  contributed 
greatly  in  demoralizing  the  enemy  and  forcing  him  to  retreat.  The  mortar- 
flchooner  also  came  down  and  joined  in  the  action. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  again  to  commend  the  good  conduct  of  every  one  on 
board ;  their  courage  was  so  well  displayed  that  the  enemy,  who  had  doubtless 
connted  on  disabling  us,  were  forced  to  retire  (without  effecting  their  object)  in 
eonfnsion  and  ignominy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE,  Jb., 

Lieutenant  Comfnander,  U.  S.  N. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron.  t 


264  BBFOBT  OF  TE^  8ECSETABY  OF  THE  17AYY. 

Ctuualties  on  the  Marblehead, 

United  States  Gunboat  Marblehead, 

Off  LegareviUe,  South  Carolina,  Dec,  25,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  received  in  action  this  morning ; 

Killed,  three,  viz : 

Robert  Brown,  captain  forecastle. 
Lorenzo  D.  Snow,  ordinary  seaman. 
Joseph  Philips,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded,  four,  viz: 

Charles  Moore,  landsman,  in  scalp. 
Charles  Semmcs,  landsman,  contusion  of  foot. 
Alexander  Henderson,  landsman,  contusion  of  tliigh. 
John  Haekett,  eoal-hcavcr,  seriously,  iu  thigh. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

B.  H.  KIDDER, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
Lieut.  Com.  Richard  W.  Mbade,  Jr. 

Charles  Moore,  (landsman,)  wounded  in  the  action,  returned  to  his  quarters 
until  so  exhausted  by  loss  of  blood  that  he  had  to  be  taken  below. 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE,  Jr., 

Lieutenant  Commander. 


Report  of  damages  to  Marblehead, 

United  States  Steam  Guxboat  Marblehead, 
Off  LegarevillCf  South  Carolina t  December  26,  1863, 

Admiral  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  damages  sustained  by  this  vesMl 
in  the  action  of  yesterday,  which  resulted  in  the  utter  defeat  of  the  xebelfl. 
You  will  observe  that  the  vessel  has  been  badly  cut  up.  Her  fofemaat  is 
wounded.  She  has  twelve  shots  in  the  hull  (one  between  wind  and  water;) 
eighteen  shot  struck  in  the  upper  works  and  aloft.  We  have  one  thirty- 
pounder  shell  which  lodged  in  the  steerage  and  did  not  explode^  showing  thai 
the  rebels  had  something  heavier  than  mere  field-pieces.  The  loss  of  the  eaemy 
it  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  ascertain,  though,  judging  by  subsequent  results 
sscertained,  it  must  have  been  heavy.  We  know  that  they  abandoned  on  the 
field  ^as  our  troops  ascertained)  two  twenty-four  pounder  guns  and  caissons*  six 
dead  norses,  seven  ty-t wo  shovels  for  intrenching  purposes,  gne  dead  man,  and 
a  large  number  of  knapsacks  and  accoutrements,  indicating  a  rapid  and  disordered 
flight. 

1  think  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  punished  severely. 
Oar  fire  was  most  rapid  and  effective.  Fortunately,  only  two  days  ago  I  re- 
ceived a  new  set  of  trucks  for  eleven-inch  gun,  and  it  worked  admirably.  The 
action  was  fought  within  a  range  of  eight  hundred  yards  until  the  enemy 
flnched  from  his  guns.  The  executive  officer  particularly  commends  the  good 
eondnct  and  bravery  of  Wendill  Lennan,  (boat  swain's  mate,)  and  Samuel  Pearce, 

S messenger  boy.)     Where  all  behave  well,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  particularize. 
!  can  only  say  that,  under  God,  to  the  bravery  of  the  officers  ana  men  of  the 
Marblehead  is  owing  a  result  so  highly  creditable  to  the  navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  W.  MEADE,  Jr., 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Bear-Aibpiral  John  A.  Dahlgbbn, 

CovfCdg  S.  A.  B,  Fleet,  off  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
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[Indoriemeni.  ] 

^Forwatded.  And  I  deem  it  but  proper  to  testify  to  my  satisfaction  in  ascribing 
all  4ne  credit  to  tbe  Almighty;  but  I  must,  injustice  to  the  efficient  service  rendered 
by  tlie  Pawnee  and  C.  P.  Williams,  dissent  from  this  claim  of  the  Marblehead, 
which  vessel,  however  well  she  may  have  done  her  duty,  as  she  undoubtedly 
did,  cannot  lay  sole  claim  to  such  '*a  result  so  highly  creditable  to  the  navy," 
etpedally  as  it  was  observed  that  the  enemy's  fire  did  not  cease  or  diminish 
until  the  Pawnee  and  G.  P.  Williams  got  into  position ;  and  to  the  combined 
afiect  of  the  three  vessels  engaged,  an  undoubted  claim  may  be  laid  as  highly 
to  the  navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  present. 


Beport  of  Acting  Master  S,  N.  Freeman, 

United  States  Schooner  C.  P.  Williams, 

Stono  River,  December  27,  1863. 

SiK  :  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  December,  at  6.20  a.  m.,  the  officer 
of  the  deck  reported  the  enemy  had  opened  iirc  on  the  Pawnee  and  Marble- 
head  who  were  lying  in  the  Stono  river,  opposite  Legareville.  I  could  not  sec 
them  at  the  time,  as  it  was  scarcely  light  and  the  atmosphere  hazy.  I  imme- 
diately eave  the  order  to  slip  cable,  made  sail,  and  proceeded  with  all 
poasible  despatch  to  the  scene  of  action.  At  6.55  a.  m.,  when  within  range,  I 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time  bearing  down  on  the  Pawnee  to  re- 
ceive my  orders  from  Commander  Balch,  senior  officer  present.  He  said  that  the 
enemy  had  commenced  a  retreat,  and  ordered  me  to  work  my  vessel  up  the 
Stono,  and  to  use  my  guns  to  the  best  advantage  on  the  enemy.  This  order 
I  executed  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  with  all  the  despatch  possible  with  a 
anling  vessel  in  a  narrow  reach,  and  using  my  guns  as  directed  by  senior 
oScer,  Commander  Balch.  About  half  past  eight  or  nine  a.  m.  I  came  along- 
flide  the  Pawnee,  and  was  ordered  by  Commander  Balch  to  drop  astern,  within 
hailing  distance  and  anchor.  I  subsequently  received  orders  from  him  to  open 
m  ilow  fire  with  my  mortar  on  a  piece  of  woods  from  which  the  enemy  had  re- 
tieated ;  on  this  I  expended  twenty  shells,  all  of  which  exploded.  The  con- 
duct of  my  officers  and  men  was  very  satisfactory  to  me — they  paying  strict 
attention  to  their  respective  duties  and  performing  them  with  alacrity.  I  en- 
close the  ex-officer's  report  of  the  firing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  N.  FREEMAN. 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 

Oommander  G.  B.  Balch, 

Senior  Officer  present,  8t>ono  Rircr,  South  Carolina. 
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Additwnal  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  R,  W.  Meade,  jr. 

United  States  Steam  Gunboat  Mabblbhbao, 

Off  LegareviUe,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  verbal  order  of  this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  result  of  the  expedition,  under  my  command,  sent  to  capture  and  brin^ 
off  the  guns  abandond  bv  the  enemy  in  the  action  of  the  25th  instant,  I  had 
previously,  by  order,  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  ground,  and  had  ascea^tained 
the  feasibility  of  the  project. 

The  expedition  consisted  of  three  boats,  three  officers,  and  50  men  from  the 
Pawnee ;  four  boats,  four  officers,  and  20  men  from  this  vessel,  and  one  officer 
and  12  men  from  the  C.  P.  Williams — total,  eight  boats,  eight  officers  and  82 
men,  of  which  22  were  marines,  under  Sergeant  W,  FrcdlickEon,  of  the  Pawnee. 
A  rough  plan  of  the  ground  and  of  the  rebel  earthworks  is  herewith  enclosed. 
They  arc  field-works  of  great  strength,  and  the  loss  of  the  enemy  must  have 
been  great  to  have  caused  their  abandonment. 

Upon  reaching  the  earthworks  near  the  bayou,  which  flows  southwestwardly 
of  Legareville,  I  directed  Acting  Ensign  Moore  to  take  the  men  of  the 
Pawnee,  get  the  nearest  gun  into  the  Pawnee's  cutter,  and  destroy  the  carriAges, 
and  then  to  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  rest  of  the  expedition.  I  have  to 
commend  this  officer  for  the  celerity  and  efficiency  with  which  he  performed  his 
work. 

With  the  remainder  of  the  men  I  proceeded  half  a  mile  to  the  northward,  to 
the  other  two  rebel  works.  The  marines  were  thrown  out  well  in  advance  as 
pickets  to  prevent  surprise.  The  gun  in  the  most  northern  work  being  dis- 
mounted, it  proved  an  immense  labor  to  raise  it,  and  lash  it  on  the  siege  carriage ; 
the  trail  of  the  carriage  was  then  lifted  by  the  main  force  of  the  30  men 
on  to  the  12-pounder  howitzer  carriage  brought  for  the  purpose,  and  laahed 
there ;  a  rude  wagon  was  thus  formed. 

It  being  impossible  to  drag  the  gun  through  the  marsh,  (knee  deep  in  stiff 
mud,)  which  was  the  way  we  came,  a  detour  over  a  mile  was  necessary ;  plank 
was  laid  along  the  edge  of  the  marsh,  and  the  gun  was  haoled  with  great 
exertion  to  the  bay  on,  and  gotten  into  the  Marblehead's  launch.  Mr.  Moore 
having  finished  his  part  of  the  work,  came  gallantly  to  our  assistance,  and  it 
required  the  united  force  of  the  whole  expedition,  except  the  marines  and  boat- 
keepers,  to  drag  the  guns  to  the  bayou.  The  carriages  and  rest  of  the  equipage 
was  tumbled  down  the  embankment  into  the  deep  stream. 

Nothing  of  importance  was  left  behind.  The  expedition  was  a  perfect  snccess ; 
the  boats  entered  the  creek  10  minutes  past  2  p.  m.,  and  shoved  off  with  the 
gnns  (2  8-inch  howitzers,  weighing  about  3,000  pounds  each)  at  4  p.  m.  The 
conduct  of  officers  and  men  was  everything  to  be  desired.  Volunteers  for  tbe 
work,  they  vied  with  each  other  in  zeal  and  labored  with  a  will.  The  nmvj 
has  reason  to  be  proud  of  such  men.  I  have  the  honor  to  commend  the  coolnais 
and  good  service  of  Ensign  Henry  Glass,  (signal  officer;)  Acting  Ensign 
Thomas  Moore,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  G.  Bache,  of  the  Pawnee,  ren- 
dered most  efficient  service.  Acting  Ensign  G.  A.  Harriman,  Assistant  Sunraon 
B.  H.  Kidder,  3d  Assistant  Engineer  A.  P.  Sutherland,  and  Assistant  nj* 
master  James  Winter,  all  volunteers  from  the  Marblehead,  and  Acting  Ensign  J. 
Cochrane,  of  the  C.  P.  Williams,  also  rendered  efficient  service.  These  gentlemen 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  The  conduct  of  the  bine  jackets,  and 
especially  of  the  marines,  was  excellent. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's  property  was  complete,  and  not  nntil 
then,  was  the  order  given  to  fall  back  on  the  boats.  The  e:(pedition  retomed  in 
good  order,  and  the  rebels  can  boast  two  guns  less  than  they  had  December 
24.  18C3. 
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nom  the  8-iiich  gun  bronj^ht  to  the  Marblehead,  and  which  was  loaded,  a 
ejlnder  cosiieai  pfojectile,  (with  soft  metal  case,)  weighing  100  poaodB,  wai 
dixmwn.     Both  Bhells  and  fuze  I  have  preserved  for  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  scsrvant, 

BICHABD  W.  M£AD£,  Jr., 
Lieut.  Com.  U.  S.  Kary^  Cmnmandmg  Marhlehead. 
Gammander  G.  B.  Balch, 

Cmm'Sg  U.  S.  S.  Paumte,  and  Semior  Ofieer  m  SUmo,  S.  C. 

Affimw^d  and  forwarded . 

GEORGE  B.  balch, 
Cammimderj  and  Semior  C^fieer  prewemt. 


Additiomal  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  B.  W.  Meade,  jr. 

United  States  Steam  Gunboat  Masbleuead, 

Stono  River,  December  30,  1863. 

Abmisal  :  My  report  of  the  2Gth  stated  that  the  gane  abandoned  by  the 
»  the  action  of  the  2«'>th  were  24-ponnder  gone.  This  statement  was 
based  npon  information  derived  from  Greneral  Gordon.  Since  that  report  was 
banfed  to  Commander  Balch  to  forward,  an  expedition  under  mj  command 
captured  and  brought  off  the  guns.  Thej  proved  to  be  B-inch  sea-eoast 
hointBers,  weighing  2.650  pounds  each,  and  throw  shot  of  69.5  pounds  weight 
I  reqnest  that  this  correction  maj  be  made  in  mj  report  of  26th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHAED  W.  MEADE,  Jb., 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
r-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlobbiv, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Fleet. 


8EKV1CE3  OF  THE  IRON-CLADS  BEFOEE  CHARLESTON. 
Bjcport  of  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  DaJJgren. 

Flag-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morrii  Island,  January  28,  1864. 

SiB:  Conformably  to  the  wiiihes  of  the  department,  I  submit  the  following 
reriew  of  the  services  of  the  monitors  while  under  my  command ;  and  as  some 
knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under  which  they  have  been  tested  may  afford 
a  better  appreciation  of  their  qualities,  I  shall  briefly  narrate  some  of  the  lead- 
ing events  in  which  they  have  participated  during  the  operations  at  this  place. 

On  the  Gth  July  Rear- Admiral  DuPont  delivered  to  me  the  conunand  of  the 
naval  forces  occupying  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  part  of  Florida ; 
they  embraced  seventy  <  70)  vessels  of  all  classes,  and  were  distributed  at  various 
points  along  aii  extent  of  more  than  three  hundred  miles.  There  was  no  con* 
centratiou.  the  purpo:^e  being  rather  to  distribute  the  vessels  in  order  to  enforce 
an  efficient  bLxrkaac. 

Of  the  iron-clads,  the  Ironsides  was  off  Charleston  bar,  two  monitors  were 
at  £disto,  one  at  Stono,  three  at  Port  Royal,  and  one  at  Ossabaw. 

The  orders  of  the  department  (June  24,  1863)  only  directed  me  to  assume 
the  command ;  they  went  no  further,  nor  was  there  need  that  they  sh  >uld. 
There  was  an  enemy  in  front,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  compel  him  to  obcdicnce» 
BO  far  as  my  means  permitted.     On  the  day  that  I  arrived,  an  interview  ocmrrod 
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with  Goneral  Gillmorc,  in  which  the  details  for  a  descent  on  Morris  island  were 
arranged  to  commence  on  the  Wednesday  following,  hnt  which  were  postponed 
first  to  Thursday  and  then  to  Friday,  in  order  to  allow  Gkneral  Gillmore  to 
perfect  his  arrangements. 

In  the  absence  of  specific  instructions,  I  was  obliged  to  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  action,  which  the  department  was  advised  of. 

The  naval  part  of  the  operations  consisted  of — 

1.  In  assembling  the  iron-clads  at  the  Charleston  bar,  so  as  to  ctobb  at  early 
daylight  on  the  day  named,  to  cover  the  attack  of  the  troops,  to  prevent  the 
arrival  of  re-enforcements  during  that  attack,  and  to  engage  the  rebel  batteries, 
particularly  Fort  Wagner. 

2.  To  furnish  a  convoy  for  the  column  that  was  to  ascend  to  Stono,  cover  its 
landing,  and  shell  James's  island. 

3.  To  guard  the  depots  of  the  army  at  Hilton  Head  and  at  Seabrook  during 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  concentrated  on  Folly  island.  I  should  here  state 
that  Mr.  Ericsson  had  decided  to  increase  the  thicknesses  of  the  pilot-houses  of 
all  the  monitors  and  add  heavy  circles  of  metal  to  the  bases  of  tne  turrets  and 
pilot-houses. 

The  threo  at  Fort  Royal  were  already  in  hand  for  this  purpose,  and  some 
progress  had  been  made.  A  part  of  my  preparation  consisted  in  putting  a  stop 
to  the  work,  and  having  the  vessels  fitted  temporarily  for  service. 

This  was  effected  in  season,  and  before  daylight  of  the  9th  of  July  the  moni- 
tors were  off  the  bar,  ready  to  pass  in  at  the  first  sign  of  movement  by  the 
United  States  batteries  on  Folly  island. 

The  plan  was  to  open  from  the  masked  batteries  on  the  north  end  of  Folly 
island,  cross  the  bar  with  the  monitors,  and  enfilade  the  rebel  position  on  th  ^ 
eminences  of  Morris  island,  while  the  troops  were  to  cross  tlic  narrow  inlet 
which  divides  Morris  island  from  Folly  island  when  the  proper  moment  arrived. 

The  obscurity  of  the  night  still  rested  on  land  and  sea  when  I  went  on  board 
the  Catskill,  (July  10,)  and  not  a  symptom  of  preparation  on  shore  was  visible 
to  us. 

It  was  important  that  the  monitors  should  not  by  their  appearance  give  any  in- 
timation of  what  was  meditated  by  being  seen  on  the  bar  until  the  details  ashore 
were  completed ;  so  I  waited  the  first  fire  of  the  batteries.  This  was  not  long 
coming,  and  I  led  with  my  flag  in  the  Catskill,  followed  by  Captains  Furfax, 
Downes,  and  Colhoun,  in  the  Montauk,  Nahant,  and  Weehawken.  Steering 
for  the  wreck  of  the  Keokuk,  and  passing  it,  the  monitors  were  laid  in  line 
about  parallel  to  the  land,  opposite  the  southern  eminences  of  Morris  island, 
and  poured  in  a  steady  fire  among  the  rebel  garrison,  who  were  there  posted, 
making  a  feeble  and  ineffectual  return  to  the  storm  of  shot  and  shell  that  eamo 
upon  their  front  and  flank.  I  could  see  plainly  the  great  confusion  into  whidi 
they  were  thrown  by  this  sudden  and  overwhelming  onslaught.  It  was  a  eom- 
plete  surprise,  both  as  to  time  and  to  power  developed. 

The  monitors  were  run  in  as  close  as  the  shoal  waters  permitted,  so  that  flie 
shells  fi'om  our  own  batteries  on  Folly  island  passed  close  ahead  of  and  at  tfanes 
over  some  of  them. 

About  8  o'clock  a  body  of  men  were  scon  coming  over  the  low  sand  beaeh  of 
Morris  island,  and  while  hesitating  whether  to  treat  them  to  some  ToUcIrs  of 
grape,  the  sight  of  the  Union  fla^  told  who  they  were.  They  composed  the 
brigade  which  had  been  brought  from  the  Folly  river  by  the  boats  of  toe  squad- 
ron under  Lieutenant  Commander  Bunco  and  Lieutenant  Mackenzie. 

I  paused  for  a  moment  to  obser>'c  the  gradual  accumulation  of  onr  men  in 
masses,  and  their  advancing  movement ;  then  pushed  forward  to  aeoderato  with 
our  enfilading  fire  the  retreat  of  the  rebels. 


*  The  fimt  planted  on  Morrin  island  bj  Licutenaot  Bobeson. 
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The  aigbt  waa  now  of  great  interest.  Our  own  troops  conld  be  seen  taking 
possession  of  the  sand  hills  where  the  ci^emy  had  rcBtcd  the  sole  defence  of  this 
end  of  the  island,  while  some  battalions  were  moving  along  the  beach.  The 
defeated  rebels  were  hurriedly  making  way  along  the  low,  flat  land  north  of 
their  position,  and  some  two  or  three  detached  dwellings  were  in  flames,  while 
the  monitors  skirting  the  shore  maintained  a  steady  fire  on  the  retreat.  Plres- 
ently  they  reached  Fort  Wagner,  and  here  we  were  advised  that  our  advance 
waa  checked,  at  least  for  the  day,  though  it  was  but  9  o'clock.  The  discomfited 
rebels  were  safe  in  the  work,  and  our  own  men  halted  at  a  reasonable  distance 
from  it. 

The  monitor  with  my  flag  was  now  anchored  as  near  the  beadi  as  the 
depth  of  water  permitted,  (twelve  hundred  yards,)  and  the  other  monitors  in 
line  to  the  southward.  A  steady  fire  was  begun  about  9.30 — ^the  fort  replying 
briskly — and  maintained  through  the  day,  except  the  dinner  hour,  until  six  in 
the  evening ;  then  I  retired  and  anchored  lower  down. 

Next  morning  before  six  o'clock  the  flag-lieutenant  reported  to  me  that  an 
aaiaalt  had  been  made  at  daybreak  by  our  troops  and  failed,  and  about  nine 
o'clock  I  had  a  note  in  pencil  from  the  general,  saying :  '*  We  attemptcMl  to 
cany  Fort  Wagner  by  assault  this  morning  and  reached  the  parapet,  but  the 
moD  recoiled  and  fell  back  with  slight  loss." 

It  is  known  now  that  re-enforcements  had  been  hurried  to  the  island  by  the 
rebelflff  and  had  entered  the  work  about  midnight. 

I  had  no  notice  whatever  of  the  general's  intent,  and  could,  therefore,  render 
DO  aid  in  time. 

Here  ended  the  first  part  of  the  enterprise  against  Morris  island.  It  had 
been  in  all  respecta  a  surprise,  and  so  complete  that  the  rebels  do  not  seem  to 
haye  had  any  idea  of  it  until  the  day  before ;  and  it  is  not  certain  they  were 
then  aware  of  the  scale  on  which  it  waa  to  be  conducted. 

Had  a  work  like  Wagner  crowned  the  sand  hills  of  the  south  end,  we  conld 
not  have  established  our  position  on  the  island— -even  a  surprise  would  probably 
have  been  out  of  the  question.  But  there  were  to  be  no  more  surprises — the 
undertaking  was  to  be  completed  only  by  hard  work  patiently  endured  in  the 
trenches,  and  by  batteries  ashore  and  afloat. 

The  general  now  decided  to  make  a  second  assault  in  force,  and  to  cover  it 
by  some  light  batteries  established  at  distances  varying  from  one  thousand  to 
seventeen  hundred  yards. 

While  the  preparations  for  this  design  were  going  on  the  monitors  were  daily 
at  work  to  occupy  the  attention  of  Wagner  and  keep  down  its  fire — the  gun- 
boata  aasisting  at  long  range. 

On  the  18th  July,  all  being  ready,  about  noon  I  led  up  in  the  3Iontaak» 
followed  by  four  monitors  and  the  Ironsides,  anchored  at  twelve  hundred  yarda^ 
aa  near  aa  the  state  of  the  tide  would  permit,  and  opened  fire — the  gnnboata 
firing  at  a  greater  dlAtance,  and  the  shore  batteries  also  in  action. 

Aa  the  tide  rose  the  Montauk  gradually  closed  in,  until  at  seven  o'clock  she 
waa  abont  three  hundred  yards  from  Wagner,  when  I  ordered  grape  to  be  used. 
Unable  to  endure  the  fire  of  the  vessels  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  now  silent» 
and  aot  a  man  was  to  be  seen. 

Abont  sunset  a  note  in  pencil  from  General  Gillmore  announced  his  intention 
to  aaaanlt,  but  it  waa  quite  dark  before  the  column  reached  the  work.  The  fire 
of  the  vessels  wha  continued  so  long  aa  it  was  safe  for  our  own  men  ashore,  bnt 
eeaaed  when  the  darkness  made  it  impossible  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe. 
The  rattle  of  mueketry  soon  made  known  the  commencement  of  the  assanltf 
and  continued  with  little  intermission  until  9.30,  when  it  ceased,  and  then  came 
the  painful  tidings  of  our  defeat. 

Thia  waa  the  end  of  the  second  part  of  the  operation,  and  proved  that  the 
woik  waa  too  strong  and  too  pertinadoualy  deteaded  to  be  taken  by  any  off- 
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hand  blow.  The  slow  and  laborious  operation  bj  trench  and  cannon  only  were 
capable  of  redncing  it. 

And  here  I  may  remark,  that  in  this  necessity  is  to  be  fonnd  a  principal  canse 
for  the  delay  in  reaching  Charleston  that  subsequently  ensued.  It  was  no  doubt 
unavoidable,  for  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  no  more  troops  could  then  be  spared 
from  the  main  armies.  If  there  had  been  sufficient  to  make  such  an  assault  as 
would  have  overpowered  all  opposition,  Wagner  might  have  been  carried  at  the 
first  assault,  Gregg  would  have  yielded  immediately,  Sumter  would  soon  have 
followed  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  iron-clads,  untouched  by  severe  and  con- 
tinued battering,  would  have  been  in  condition  to  come  quickly  in  contact  with 
the  then  imperfect  interior  defences. 

The  rebel  movements  clearly  indicate  that  they  admitted  the  impracticability 
of  defending  Morris  island,  and  consequently  Sumter,  after  our  position  on  it 
was  fully  established  and  covered  by  the  iron-clads.  They  only  sought  to  hold 
the  island  long  enough  to  replace  Sumter  by  an  interior  position ;  hence,  every 
day  of  defence  by  Wagner  was  vital  to  that  of  Charleston. 

This  policy  was  successful  for  two  months,  (10th  July  to  7th  September,) 
and  gave  time  to  convert  Fort  Johnson  from  a  forlorn  old  fort  into  a  powerful 
earthwork — ^improved  by  the  experiences  of  Wagner.  Moultrie  received  simi- 
lar advantages,  and  most  of  the  cannon  of  Sumter  were  divided  between  John- 
son and  Moultrie.  Batteries  were  established  along  the  south  shore  of  the 
channel  from  Johnson  towards  the  city;  and  thus  an  interior  defence  wu 
oompleted  which,  though  it  separated  more  widely  the  salient  and  prindpal 
works  of  the  defence,  by  substituting  Johnson  for  Sumter,  yet  render^  aoeess 
to  the  upper  harbor  far  more  difficult,  because  a  more  powerful  fire  was  concen- 
trated from  additional  batteries  upon  vessels  attempting  to  enter. 

And  thus  it  was  that,  even  after  Morris  island  was  evacuated  and  Sumter 
dismantled,  the  fleet  must  still  pass  the  fire  of  Moultrie  and  Bee  to  find  itself 
in  presence  of  a  formidable  earthwork,  supported  by  continuoua  batteries,  and 
commanding  obstruotions  more  difficult  than  any  between  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 

The  real  nature  of  these  obstructions  was  not  suspected  until  the  winter 
freshets  had  broken  away  and  floated  into  our  hands  a  fair  specimen  of  them, 
which  were  certainly  far  more  formidable  than  had  been  anticipated. 

So  well  do  the  rebels  keep  their  counsel  that  the  best-informed  refugees,  who 
had  been  constantly  engaged  about  the  harbor,  appeared  to  know  as  little  abont 
them  as  wo  did. 

During  the  progress  of  the  engineers  towards  Wagner  the  iron-clads  played 
an  important  part,  using  their  guns  whenever  an  opportunity  o£fered,  as  shown 
in  the  instances  quoted  on  page  272.  It  may  be  readily  conceived  thai,  all 
things  being  equal,  it  was  just  as  easy  for  the  rebels  to  have  worked  towards 
our  position  as  it  was  for  our  troops  to  work  towards  theirs.  But  there  was  a 
serious  difference  in  the  fact  that  the  cannon  of  the  iron-clads,  and  also  of  the 
gunboats,  completely  eniiladed  the  entire  width  of  the  narrow  island,  and  abecK 
futely  interdicted  any  operation  of  the  kind  on  the  part  of  the  rebels.  In 
addition,  whenever  their  fire  was  bearing  severely  on  our  own  workmen,  a 
request  from  the  general  always  drew  the  fire  of  the  vessels ;  and  I  do  not 
know  that  it  failed  to  be  effective  in  any  instance. 

As  a  consequence  the  rebels  were  restricted  to  Wagner,  and  were  powerless 
to  hinder  the  progress  of  the  trenches  that  were  at  last  carried  into  the  very 
ditch  of  the  work,  and  decided  its  evacuation  without  assault. 

The  day  before  the  contemplated  assault,  I  led  in  the  iron-dads  in  force,  as 
agreed  on,  and  battered  the  fort  all  daj,  tearing  it  into  a  sand  heap. 

The  next  morning  it  was  to  have  been  stormed,  but  the  enemy  had  fled ;  they 
foresaw  the  inevitable  result. 

The  vessels  thus  shared  fully  with  the  army  in  the  operation  thai  led  to  the 
abandonment  of  the  works  on  Morris  island,  and  besides  what  is  already  aeii> 
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tionedy  prevented  the  access  of  re -enforcements  or  their  accnmnlation  between 
Wagner  and  Gregg. 

Tne  boatB  of  the  squadron  were  also  engaged  on  picket  duty  bj  night  along 
the  Bca-ahore  of  Morris  island,  and  the  little  stream  on  its  inner  border. 

A  detaehmcnt  of  seamen  and  marines,  under  Captain  Parker,  participated  in 
the  jmctice  of  the  batteries  at  Fort  Sumter,  bj  working  four  navy  rifle  cannons, 
hmaed  for  the  purpose. 

The  duties  of  the  iron-clads  were  not  performed  under  idle  batteries.     The 

£10  of  Waguer  never  failed  to  open  on  them,  and  fired  until  their  crews  were 
ven,  by  those  of  our  iron-clads,  to  take  shelter  in  the  bomb-proofs.     One  of 
these  cannon,  a  lO-incb,  left  deep  dents  on  every  turret,  that  will  not  easily  be 


The  operations  of  the  iron-clads  against  Morris  island  were  appropriately 
ch»cd  by  a  severe  contest  with  Fort  Moultrie,  Batteries  Bee,  Beauregard,  &c., 
to  leUeve  the  Weehawken,  which  had  grounded  under  their  fire,  and  was  finally 

£ot  off  with  some  severe  injuries,  owing  to  the  falling  tide  having  exposed  the 
all  under  the  overhang. 
There  were  other  occasions  when  severe  conflicts  occurred  with  the  rebel 
works  on  Sullivan's  island. 

And  besides  the  principal  attacks  in  force,  there  were  few  days  from  the  first 
attack  on  Morris  island  (July  10)  to  its  evacuation  (September  7)  that  some 
iroin-elads  or  gunboats  were  not  engaged  in  firing  at  the  enemy's  works,  so  as 
to  &cilitate  the  labor  of  our  treops  ashore,  as  will  be  perceived  by  the  following 
■ample  from  the  record : 
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Anc.  15 

Aog.  17 


Aug.    18 


Ang.    19 
Ang.  90 


Object. 


AKsanlt  on  Wn^cr 


Wagpior 

Wagner,  to  cover  advanc^^ 


Wagner 

Wagner 

Wagnor 

Wagnor 

RelMl  batteri(*son  Morris  island. 
Wagnor 


Wagner 
Wagner 
Wagnor 
Wagner 


Wagnor  and  vicinitj 

Robcl  batterieQ  on  Morris  island. i 

Rebel  batteries  on  Morris  island . 

I 

Wagnor 

Rcl^l  batteries  on  ^lorris  island,  I 
to  direct  tire  from  our  bat- 
teries which  oj)cned  on  Sum-  i 
ter.  I 


Wagner,  to  prevent  nssanlt. 


Wagner ; 

Bebel  batt«riea  on  Morris  island .  • 


Vessels  engaged. 


Montank,  (flag, )  Ironsides,  Catskill,  Nantucket, 
Weehawken,  Patapsco;  gunboats  I*aul  Jones, 
Ottawa,  Seneca,  Chippewa,  Wissaliickon. 

Nantucket,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Weehawken,  (flag,)  Ironsides,  Catskill,  Mon- 
tank,  Patapsco,  Nantucket;  gunlioats  Paul 
Jones,  Seneca,  Ottawa,  Dai  Ching. 

(runbouts  Ottawa,  Dai  Ching,  i'aul  Jones. 

Weehawken,  Catskill,  Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Ironsides,  Patapsco. 

Ironsides,  C  -tskill,  Patuspco,  Ottawa,(  gunboat. ) 

Ottawa,  (gunboat.) 

Moutauk,  Patapsco,  Catvkill,  Weehawken,  Pas- 
saic, Nahunt,  Marblehead,  (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  Marblehead,  (gunboats.) 

Montauk,  Marblehead,  (gunboat.) 

Marblehead,  (gunboat.) 

Ottawa,  Marblehead,  MahiL>ka,  (guubdats.) 

Patapsco,  Catskill. 

Gunboats  Dai-Cliing,  Ottawa.  Maliasku,  Wis- 
saliickon, Kacer 

Gunboats  Wissaliickon,  Malltl^ka.  Ottawa,  Dai 
Ching,  liacer,  Dan.  Smith. 

Mortar-boats  Kacer,  Dan.  Smith. 

Wwhawken,  Ironsides,  Mont  auk,  Nahant,  Cat*-- 
kill,  I*assaic,  Patapsco;  gunboats  Canandai- 
gua,  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Cimarron,  Wissu- 
hickou,  Dai-Ching,  Lodona. 

Ironsides,  Passaic, Weehawken;  giiubwits  Wit- 
sahickon,  Msha^ka,  Dai  Ching,  Ottawa, 
Lodona. 

Ironsides. 

Ironsides;  gunboats  Mahaska,  Ottawa,  Dai 
Ching,  Lodona. 
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Date. 


1863. 

Aug.  21 

Aug.  22 

Aug.  23 

Sept.  1 

Sept.  5 

Sept.  6 


Sept. 
Sept. 


7 

8 


Object. 


Sumter  and  Wagner 

Wagner 

Sumter 

Sumter  and  obstructions 

Between  Sumter  and  Gregg.. 
Wagner  and  Gregg 

Batteries  on  Sullivan's  island. 

Batteries  on  Sullivan's  island. 


Vessels  engaged. 


Ironsides,  Patapsco;   gunboats  Mahaska,  Dai 

Cbing. 
Weehawken,  Ironsides ;  gunboat  Montaak. 
Weebawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  Na- 

bant. 
Wcehawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Patapsco,  N»- 

bant,  Lebigh. 
Lehigh,  Nahant. 
Ironsides,  Weehawken,  Montauk,  Passaic,  Pla- 

tapsco,  Nabant,  Leliigh. 
Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant^  Montauk 

Weehawken,  (ashore.) 
Ironsides,  Patapsco,  Lehigh,  Nahant,  Montauk 

Weehawken,  (ashore.) 


I  shall  now  briefij  comment  on  the  various  qualities  of  the  monitors. 

Ist.  Capacity  for  resistance. 

2d.    Power  of  ordnance. 

3d.    Draught  of  water. 

4th.  Speed. 

5th.  Kumber  of  crew. 

1st.  Endurance, — During  the  operations  against  Morris  island  the  nine  iron- 
clads fired  eight  thousand  projectiles,  and  received  eight  hundred  and  eigh^- 
two  (882)  hits.  Including  the  service  at  Sumter  in  April  and  the  Ogechee,  ue 
total  number  was  eleven  hundredand  ninety-four  (1,194,)  distributed  aa  follows: 

Service  of  iron-^lads.     South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron.     Shots  Jlrtd  amd 
hits  received  by  them  during  operations  against  Morris  island. 


Vessels. 


Catskill 

Montauk... 

Lehigh 

Passaic 

Nahant 

Patapsco..., 
Weehawken. 
Nantacket.. 
Ironsides 


Total 


No.  of  shots  fired. 


15-in. 


138 
301 

41 
119 
170 
178 
264 

44 


1,256 


IMn. 


425 
478 
28 
107 
276 
230 
633 
155 
4,439 


8,771 


86 

154 

36 

90 

69 

96 

134 

58 

164 


882 


SCO 

s 


20 
14 


35 
36 
47 
53 
51 


256 


I. 

n 


41 

i 


66 


2 


106 
214 

se 

194 
IM 
144 
187 
104 
144 


1,194 


No.  of  ibots  find. 


By  Ironsides 4, 439 

11-inch,  hy  monitors 2,  332 

15-inch  by  monitors 1, 255 

Total 8, 026 


Wtight  oTpr^  flfcd.  In 

288| 
151} 

213| 
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Of  the  eight  monitors,  one  was  always  absent  at  Warsaw  (\ahani  nr  Nan- 
tacket)  to  blockade  the  rebel  ram.  The  I^hip;h  ditl  not  arrive  nntil  An^nst 
30,  therefore  was  only  able  to  participate  in  the  operations  of  the  remaining 
Beven  days,  but  did  good  work. 

For  some  time  only  five  monitors  were  available  for  general  attack,  and  then 
riz,  which  was  the  greatest  number  disposable  at  any  one  time. 

The  eonsequences  of  the  protracted  firing  and  Imrd  nsnge  to  wbieli  th«^ 
monitors  were  exposed  during  these  two  months  of  incessant  service,  wito 
unaToidably  very  considerable  in  the  aggregate;  ami  tin*  gnMitfr,  also,  tlint  all 
repair  which  could  possibly  be  didpcnwid  with  wan  postjioned  to  the  conrlnsion. 
It  wu  therefore  necessarily  extensi\-e  when  ent(>n*d  iipr)n.  The  liMtterIng 
receiTed  was  without  precedent.  The  Montaiik  had  been  stniek  two  Innidred 
and  fourteen  (214)  times;  the  Wechawken  one  hundred  and  flghty-seven  (1^7) 
tineSf  and  almost  entirely  by  10-iuch  shot.  What  vessels  have  evor  been  snh- 
jected  to  such  a  tcatt 

It  is  not  surprising  that  they  should  need  eonsidenible  rep^iir  nhf^r  sraj«tfitning 
such  severe  pounding  for  so  long  a  time,  but  only  that  they  e/Mild  be  restored  at 
mil  to  serviceable  condition.  The  force  of  the  10-ineh  shot  m»Mfc  he  experienced 
to  be  appreciated.  Any  one  in  corifact  with  th';  part  of  tbe  turret  strriek  falU 
senseless,  and  I  have  l>een  nearly  shaken  off  my  feef.  in  th^  pilot- h on :fe  when 
eogag  n;^  Monltrie. 

All  the  little  defect;*  of  detiil  were  marked  f>y  snnh  a  sesirching  process. 
Decks  were  cut  thr>ngh;  cannon  were  worn  out;  ■'ide  armor  .-^luken;  t'>p<«  of 
pilot-house*  eru.-hed.  he.  But  all  these  were  repar/ibje,  and  no  vital  principle 
was  eervKvly  tnarhed. 

With  such  work.*hops  and  means  as  a  northern  navy  yard  inelude"*,  the  r:?pair 
of  all  Bi'>nlt)r'*  W)u!d  hivi*  b^^^^n  .■•peedily  execute/!;  bnt  when  michinery, 
tools,  libor.  and  miterial  have  all  to  be  obuin»^d,  a-?  fh'»y  w^^re  here,  ?rovn  a 
gnml  dii?tinee.  rher*»  w;w  of  nec^-'siry  eoni^iderahle  delay;  and,  moreover,  it  was 
BOC  admaiible  to  wirhilraw  but  a  portion  of  the  monitor-^  at  a  time  from  the 
blockade. 

Tlwt  adiiiu'ons  rh:U  were  'i^'enipd  advinahle  tor  .^trr^ngtlK'ning  rh'*  pi  lot- houses 
and  tarret*  wer^  .iIho  put  on  it  *his  :imr*,  and  rho  t)f)rrom'4  el^'nned,  f'>r  *hoy  had 
DOW  h«!cnme  *o  toni  wirh  '>V'itiT«  md  /im?**  'hat  Mv  ■^^ff'ti  v^ih  rf'»\^i<*»'i\  -n  rhree 
orchr^e  aiida  hjiit'knorf*.  and.  -virli  rlif*  -tronir  'id*'  it'  'h*-'  iiat-hor.  idd^'i  e-^n-'ider- 
aWy  bi  die  ditfieulrie:4  >r'  v<»rkin«r  'hi*  .-"jaflj  jip^p'^-rly   in*!-  r  :i-". 

C>t  one  li^rhc  [  wis  'MH^ht  iv  :h-nvv  v-:ith«'r  rV-jm  h'*  'ivithfu^f  vliile  elose 
ipio  aumter.  when  I  iiail  ^i-n*  •«»  uraok  :\  and  >  y i*  vll  rh^it  ^h**  darkness 
4C  :ki%  a!;rhr  :3rpvi«nr«Mt  'he  .'lu'vir-jj  't*  inr  m-'Mon  :r 'm  ri'-irx  I'^^ni-iv-d  yhila 
uaricaca'X 'hi*  "niHiitnr.-*  rV  im  "hfr  .)o-ii:i.>»i. 

Pme^r 'if '}r t annrr . — K.u'ti  '!irr"r  •niit.*''!-'  -n- i  _»'.i -j.  ittI  :V  im  *li»"'  |»''-''nliar 
iitilir.y  wliich  !t  aa:*  tiir  jnvnvjr'lir'rrjmi  '.-i  -h"  rp'.'f^-'.'-t  ^f,\".i^ryt'\\  mo  ilo'ifi*".  arises 
^.^fn^iV^-.  r,!  rnaki* 'hi'Si'  -t*  'In*  m*mv' -^f  •.■ji»i"r,ti,-,"  jf^'v  :'ir  >fh.T  ■»r^n'»id'»r- 
GnQH  ^hnniii  'ontrol  -hr  ■•fi.ir>r»fiT  if  •\\f  .ri'ri*V''  ■«  .!'-.'"'-'a''*ly  \n  iT'^ffled 
i*sr.im. 

Ti  irrke  m  irmi»re:i  -hin  if  ri'v'.p  )#'^r  ■•  ;-•»•  i  s'\'^.  -riiM*  t*  't^  rr*''*^^*% 
•••^'■r:   -luc   -Vifrlu'r  'hi-i   -li.ill    ••    i. ':•'■.•■■!    ■■•  m    .     ,■•  j,- -•  f  j^^^-f    r  ■■  ^ht, 

l/!'"»a  'v  !nw  ".'•^•iol•;^^.'.  .p  -f' !i»!>i  \-''j-)i».  I*-*-!  i'/{i  '  •*'■••  .  .•';.•*'•"•  •  J.  •!•  ■,« 
i'll^iV*n-':ii'h  jTin.  Tr*  I  ^'^'li  ■'['•■••.•-••'■■-  ■•  ■.•••■-  ,.  y  '  .••  ■  :•■■'■.■  ^n^>  *\^-i^ 
'"ni  iiry  nnunii;*  -r"  huvIi'T.   j  -inr  •!•—.■  wv  •■'♦!  ■''•■■  ^-  ■j'li'  ■■.*'■•><■■  /-im  :'.»•    '**i''-r 

tait  "vSwli  irr»  Hiiv  •.> '.»» .:^t|r  M'-»ij  ■■"  ^.■.■,:-_-  ■  ■'■  ■;,,  •  :^  ,  .i-i-h  l«r|if-.r 
prijeecif!  vonlil  >p  jr-r'-rahh*.  :n  ip-i^'r  =i'*  M''*  .*•■•*•■'■■  Miy  *■■'  ■•'  ''ip'!  "t 
T^MohiR;,  Spnce  a  ijiece  -.t'  li>oOO  •jo'ind--  :■  r  .•■'  t-^^'-i  r  !  -  •'  ■'"'•  ■'•  ''  M'ld 
iiufl. 
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When  a  nnmber  of  monitors  are  brought  together  it  would  be  better  also  to 
have  guns  of  like  kind  in  each  turret,  and  bring  into  action  whichever  might  be 
preferable.  Each  of  the  monitors  of  this  squadron  had  a  iifteen-inch  and  a 
smaller  gun,  (eleven-inch  or  eight-inch  rifle,)  and  hence  the  rapidity  of  fire, 
which  was  most  desirable,  was  not  attained.  That  this  was  due  to  the  calibre 
of  the  gun,  and  not  to  its  being  located  in  a  turret,  may  be  shown  by  one  notable 
instance. 

November  9,  1863,  the  Montauk,  Captain  Davis,  was  engaged  in  battering 
Sumter.  In  so  doing,  the  clev«n-inch  gun  fired  twenty-five  shells  successively 
in  one  hour,  of  which  twenty-one  hit  the  wall  of  the  fort  aimed  at — distance 
sixteen  hundred  yards.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  one  shell  in  2.4  minutes,  which 
is  not  only  rapid  but  also  exceedingly  accurate  practice.  There  is  no  reason 
why  another  eleven-inch,  if  placed  in  the  adjoining  carriage,  (instead  .of  the 
fifteen-inch,)  could  not  have  been  fired  in  the  same  time,  at  which  rate  that 
monitor  would  have  delivered  an  eleven-inch  shell  every  1.2  minute. 

The  rates  of  fire  reported  for  the  Ironsides,  by  Captain  Rowan,  are- 
Time.  No.  flrod.  Time  fbr  each  Are. 

A.   M.  M. 

Most  rapid 0.50  25  1.74 

Continuous 2.55  490  2.86 

Assumed 1.00  360  1.33 

Montauk 1.00  25  2.40 

It  will  be  perceived  that  for  a  short  space  of  time  the  frigate  delivered  a  shell 
from  each  gun  in  1.74  minute,  for  three  nours  in  2.86  minutes,  and  it  is  believed 
that  a  fire  could  be  sustained  at  the  rate  of  1.33  minute.  The  last  rate  is  there- 
fore possible,  but  I  am  sure  it  would  be  difficult  to  sustain  it  long  with  much 
regard  to  good  aim  and  considerable  distances ;  and  I  believe,  on  the  whole, 
that  for  every  practical  purpose  there  would  be  all  desirable  rapiditv  of  fire  from 
the  eleven-inch  in  turret.  Thus  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  there  will  be  equality 
of  ordnance  power  in  the  same  number  of  eleven-inch  guns  as  to  rapidity  of  fire, 
whether  in  a  turret  or  broadside. 

Draught  of  water, — The  monitors  of  the  Passaic  class  draw  about  el ven  and  a 
half  (11^)  feet  of  water  when  properly  trimmed.  On  this  coast  ten  and  eleven 
feet  is  the  most  convenient  draught  of  water  for  penetrating  all  the  principal  sounds 
and  rivers  and  navigating  them  to  any  extent.  A  greater  draught  restricts  a 
vessel  in  movement,  and  in  many  instances  excludes  her  from  several  ports,  except 
under  very  favorable  circumstances. 

Speed, — The  speed  of  the  monitors  is  not  great,  (seven  knots,)  bat  it  is  quite 
respectable  with  a  clean  bottom,  and  is  fully  equal  to  that  of  the  Ironsides. 
Their  steerage  is  peculiar,  but  when  understood  and  rightfully  managed,  not  diffi- 
cult of  control.  They  pivot  with  celerity  and  in  less  space  than  almost  any 
other  class  of  vessel. 

Number  of  men, — The  number  of  men  required  to  work  them  and  the  guns  is 
only  eighty,  which  is  very  moderate. 

In  common  with  all  iron-clads,  the  scope  of  vision  is  much  restricted,  for  the 
plain  reason  that  in  such  vessels  apertures  of  any  size  must  be  avoided.  There 
are  some  other  defects,  but  they  arc  not  inherent,  and  it  is  believed  are  suscepti- 
ble of  being  remedied  wholly  or  in  part.     So  much  for  the  monitors. 

The  Ironsides  is  a  fine,  powerful  ship.  Her  armor  lias  stood  heavy  battering 
very  well,  and  her  broadside  of  seven  eleven-inch  guns  and  one  eignt-ineh  rifle 
has  always  told  with  signal  effect  when  opened  on  the  enemy.  Draught  of  water 
about  15J  to  16  feet.  Speed  six  to  seven  knots,  and  crew  about  four  hundred 
and  fortv  men. 

The  defects  of  the  vessel  are  the  unplated  ends,  which  are  consequently  easily 
damaged  by  a  raking  fire,  and  involve  the  rudder  and  screw  more  or  less,  while 
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•he  can  relim  no  fire  in  either  direction.  This  was  particularly  and  freqaentlj 
meoHvenient  in  stacking  the  works  on  Morris  island,  for  at  certain  stages  of 
the  tide  vetaels  tail  nearly  across  the  channel,  and  present  how  and  stem  to  the 
beach  of  Morris  island,  so  that  sometimes  it  was  necessary  to  delay  placing  the 
▼essel  in  position,  and  at  others  she  would  swing  around  very  awkwardly  when 
engaged. 

The  monitors,  on  the  other  hand,  were  almost  equally  well  defended  on  all 
sides,  and  could  fire  in  any  direction.  The  Ironsides  was  also  open  to  descend- 
ing shot,  and  her  scope  of  fire  too  much  restincted  hy  hadly  placed  ports. 

The  desire  for  comparison  which  rages  just  now  can  easily  he  satisfied  by 
bringing  the  above  data  in  juxtaposition. 

Just  as  they  are,  the  Ironsides  is  capable  of  a  more  rapid  and  concentrated 
fire,  which,  under  the  circumstances,  made  her  guns  more  effective  than  the 
fifteen-inch  of  the  monitors.  On  the  other  hand,  she  was  restricted  by  draught  to 
the  mid-channel,  was  very  vulnerable  to  a  raking  fire,  and  the  direction  of  her 
own  guns  was  very  limited  laterally. 

The  monitors  could  operate  in  most  of  the  channels— could  direct  their  fire 
around  the  whole  circle — and  were  almost  equally  well  defended  on  all  sides. 

The  defects  in  both  classes  of  vessels  are  susceptible  of  being  remedied  par- 
tially or  entirely.  The  defence  of  the  Ironsides  could  be  made  complete,  and 
that  of  the  monitors  equally  se.  The  armament  of  the  monitors  could  be  per- 
fected BO  as  to  give  all  desirable  rapidity  of  fire,  but  by  no  contrivance  could 
the  Ironsides  be  enabled  to  \i8e  much  heavier  guns  than  those  mounted.  Yet 
when  such  changes  were  made  as  experience  has  suggested,  there  still  would 
remain  to  the  monitors  the  lighter  draught,  choice  of  guns  from  the  heaviest  to 
the  lightest,  defensibility,  and  direction  of  fire  around  the  whole  circle ;  conse- 
quenUy  the  ability  to  carry  a  heavy  battery  into  the  least  depth  of  water,  with 
equal  power  of  offence  and  defence  in  any  direction,  and  that  with  half  the 
nomber  of  guns  carried  in  broadside  by  another  vessel. 

The  comparison  now  made  is  to  be  understood  as  having  relation  to  existing 
circumstances,  and  not  at  all  intended  as  conclusive  in  regard  to  the  general 
merits  of  iron-clads. 

It  is  in  this  sense  that  the  action  of  the  Navy  Department  is  to  be  considered 
with  reference  to  the  selection  of  one  class  of  vessels  over  another. 

It  is  e^^dent  that  it  was  not  designed  to  adopt  any  one  style  exclusively,  for 
of  the  three  vessels  first  ordered  two  were  of  the  ordinary  broadside  class- — the 
Ironsides  and  the  Galena.  The  latter  was  quickly  proved  to  be  absolutely  in- 
efficient, and  so  must  any  armored  steamer  of  that  size.  It  is  universally 
admitted  that  plates  of  less  than  four  and  a  half  (4J)  inches  cannot  stand  the 
shock  of  heavy  projectiles,  and  vessels  so  armored  must  be  of  considerable 
tonnage. 

I  presume  the  department  only  intended  to  build  such  vessels  as  were  best 
adapted  to  the  service  at  the  scene  of  war. 

Keeping  in  view  the  peculiar  exigencies  of  the  case,  which  required  light 
draught  and  great  ordnance  power,  it  appears  that  the  selection  of  the  depart- 
ment could  not  have  been  more  judicious  in  preferring  a  number  of  monitors  to 
operate  from  a  heavy  frigate  as  a  base ;  and  if  the  intent  of  the  department 
could  have  been  carried  out  in  regard  to  numbers,  we  should  now  have  been  in 
entire  posseesion  of  the  coast  from  the  capes  of  Virginia  to  New  Orleans,  in- 
cluding Wilmington,  Charleston,  Mobile,  &c. 

Many  defects  of  both  classes  are  easily  remediable,  but  some  of  those  in  the 
monitors  could  only  *be  determined  by  the  test  of  battle ;  before  that,  approxi- 
mation only  was  possible. 

What  other  style  of  vessel  could  the  department  have  chosen  ?    Certainly 
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none  that  has  been  built  by  English  or  French  naval  authorities.    The  Warrior 
and  her  class  are  exceedingly  powerful,  but  could  not  get  wi^in  gunshot  here.* 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  very  little  navigable  water  on  tiiis  coast  which  is 
not  accessible  to  the  monitors.  They  command  supremely  all  that  is  near  the 
shore,  and  cannot  themselves  be  reached  by  vessels  of  heavier  draught.  So  that 
when  there  was  some  reason  to  apprehend  the  appearance  of  certain  rams  in 
this  quarter,  I  assured  the  department  that  the  iron-clads  could  maintain  position 
so  long  as  coal  and  provisions  lasted. 

It  may  appear  that  I  speak  too  positively  on  the  subject,  but  some  experience 
with  them  certainly  gives  a  right  to  do  so.  With  a  single  exception  I  have 
been  on  board  a  monitor  in  all  the  principal  actions,  and  the  recurrence  of  casu- 
alties to  the  fleet  captainst  near  me  shows  thdt  I  was  in  a  situation  to  judgo.  I 
was  once  in  the  Ironsides  in  an  attack  on  Moultrie  and  Sumter.  I  have  also 
watched  the  behavior  of  the  monitors  at  anchor  through  all  the  phases  of  winter 
weather  in  this  exposed  situation. 

The  comphteness  with  which  four  little  monitors,  supported  by  an  iron-clad 
frigate,  have  closed  this  port,  is  well  worth  noting. 

Very  soon  after  entering  the  roads  I  advanced  one  Monitor  well  up  towards 
the  inner  debouches  of  the  northern  channels,  supported  by  another.  On  the 
night  of  the  19th  of  July  an  English  steamer  attempted  to  run  in,  and  hairing 
eluded  the  hot  pursuit  of  the  outside  blockade,  no  doubt  indulged  in  the  b'eli^ 
that  all  danger  was  past.  But  the  gallant  Captain  Rodgcrs  was  in  advance 
that  night  with  the  Oatskill,  and  a  shell  sent  sitddenly  by  him  ahead  of  the 
culprit  steamer  signified  no  escape.  In  despair  or  alarm  the  latter  grounded  on 
a  shoal,  and  her  wreck  has  since  served  as  a  warning  to  like  evil-doers.  Two 
or  three  steamers  that  were  in  managed  to  get  out  immediately  after,  and  one  or 
two  may  have  gotten  in,  for  the  crews  of  the  monitors  were  often  too  fatigued 
then  with  a  day's  battle  to  keep  watch  at  night ;  but  there  ended  the  business 
as  such,  and  for  several  months  not  a  vessel  has  passed  in  or  out. 

These  four  monitors,  who  thus  keep  watch  and  ward,  muster  eight  (8)  guns 
and  three  hundred  and  twenty  (320)  men,  which  is  almost  insignificant  in  con- 
trast with  the  work  done. 

I  have  thus  put  on  paper  the  general  impressions  now  uppermost,  bat  very 
hastily  and  unaer  great  pressure  of  business,  which  will,  I  hope,  exciuie  sneli 
imperfections  as  may  have  inadvertently  occurred. 

With  more  leisure  I  could  do  full  justice  to  this  interesting  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadrtm. 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllus, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  i).  C 


Additional  report  of  Rear- Admiral  J,  A,  Dahlgren. 

Flao-Steambr  Philadblphia, 

Ogr  Morris  Island,  May  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  find  that  several  omissions  have  occurred  in  my  report  to  yon  on  the 
ron-clads ;  they  are  handed  to  me  just  as  the  mail  closes,  and  I  have  time  only 

*  According  to  Rear- Admiral  Paris,  tho  French  Gloria  draws  28  Icot ;  the  British  Warrior 
26  feet;  the  Black  Prince  23|  feet;  even  those  of  inferior  class,  Defence  and  Beslstance, 
draw  24  feet.  Nut  one  of  these  vessels  could  cross  the  Charleston  bar,  and  wonld  be  per- 
fectly impotent  to  render  tho  least  service  in  any  of  tho  operations  now  being  carried  on. 

t  Captain  Georee  W.  Rodgers  was  next  ahead  when  killed  oiT  Wagner,  and  his 
Captam  Badger,  bad  his  leg  broken  bj  an  iron  'spUnter  in  the  attack  on  Bomter. 


277 


tliuil  ^lejr  mvr  ^  Jnaerted  in  thf  Tqion  of  Jsxnuny  S&  among  the 
fiat  «f  afltiflUB  then  ^^veiu  and  ako  pablkiifid  in  the  Annr  and  3^avT  Jonmd 
which  has  pufaliahed  that  rerpon. 

J^  way  object  ^wbb  to  show  whai  the  narr  had  done  io  thiF  quarter,  1  am  vcny 
^ad  to  be  able  to  e3:tend  tlif  list.  Thf*  lo3&  of  three  fleet  ca^tamF  in  sneeee* 
BOB — Captain  Bodgt^rs,  kilifd  in  the  Caiskill:  Captain  Bad^rer.  wnuudcd  in 
an  action  with  lionltrifi,  and  Lieatenant  I'reston.  taken  pruoner  in  the  assanh 
on  Somter — ^neceesariiv  Qeraii{:-/d  uL  liit  bafliues£  of"  mv  command  verv  mnch. 
I  have  the  lionor  lo  he.  xerr  respaciiulir.  vour  cibedieut  servant, 

J  oils  A.  BAHLGILEX, 
Hear- Admiral.  Gammamdins  S.  A.  3.  Sguadrtm, 

Hon.  GiDBOK  WELJ^Bf^. 

Seeretanf  of  the  Jkarv. 


^Jtditional  liat  of  actions  ita  which  iht  iram-dad*  \rert  em^aged  vith  titt  rebel 
batteries  in  tharlcstun  hurbar  whilr  reducine  Jduntt  island. 
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On  Jnly  29  the  Passaic  en  gaffed  Wagner,  and  on  Angast  31  Monltrie,  On 
Bepteauber  8  the  PaBsaic  (in  a  disabled  condition,)  Patapseo,  Weehawken,  and 
Kahaat  eD^:aged  Monltrie. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  verv  re«pectfhllv,  Tonr  obedient  serrant* 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Sfmadnm. 


Report  of  Commodore  S.  C.  Rotran. 

Umtrd  States  Steamer  New  Ibonsidbs, 

OJMorri4  hand,  May  13,  lS6i, 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  voor  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I  enclose  herewith  a  tab* 
olar  Ftatement  of  various  actions  of  this  ship  with  the  rebel  fortifications  of 
Charleston  harbor,  and 

Have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sor\*iinU 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commodore,  Commanding, 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comu^OMding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-St^amer  Pkiladelpkin. 
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StaUfHmt  i^^ring  by  the  Vnited  Stalet  ittamer  New  InrntttUi  dmring  ktr  ten- 
eral  engagementa  vtith  the  rebel  JbrtificatioMt  in  ChatieHott  karior. 
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Bespectfullf  lubmitted 


8.  C.  EOWAN, 
Qymmodare,  Commamdmg. 


Report  of  LieulenanI  Commander  E,  Simpson. 

Umtkd  States  InoN-CLAD  Passaic, 

OJMorra  bland,  S.  C,  Apnl  £1. 1864. 

Sir  :  In  tho  Anny  and  Navy  Journal,  of  the  16tli  inBtant,  there  is  p&hlished  « 
review  of  the  service  of  the  "monitors,"  by  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren.  Ab 
this  review  doeit  not  give  this  vessel  credit  for  tho  service  performed  by  her,  I 
nflpectfully  ask  yonr  attrntion  to  the  subject,  in  order  that  the  ■tttoment  tn&jr 
be  corrected  at  tlio  Navy  Department. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  18G3,  thie  vesBcl  went  into  action  with  Fort  Wagner, 
followed  by  the  Patapsco;  the  New  Ironsides  joined  in  the  action  also.  The 
presence  of  the  Passaic  in  this  action  is  not  mentioned  in  the  review. 

On  the  3lBt  of  Angtist,  1863,  the  moat  serious  engnf;cment  for  iron-cUds that 
bad  taken  place  to  tliat  date  occurred  between  Fort  Uonltrie  on  one  side^  and 
the  monitors  Patapsco,  Weehawken,  Passaic  and  Nafaant  on  the  other,  the  de- 
tachment being  under  command  of  Cummander  T.  H.  Stevens,  commanding  the 
Passaic 
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^  BfePO&T  OF  THE  8ECBBTART  OP  THE  NAVY.  J81 

• 
i)ESTRUCTTON  OF  BU)CKADE-RUNNING  STEAMER  PRESTO. 

Repoft  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahl-gren, 

Fi.aq-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  Febrttary  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  But  a  few  days  since  I  closed  a  long  communication  on  the  subject  of 
iron-dads  by  a  remark  on  the  efficacy  which  they  gave  to  the  blockade  here, 
and  I  stated  therein  that  no  vessel  had  gone  in  or  passed  out  of  Charleston  since 
they  were  able  to  give  full  attention  to  this  matter. 

Agreeably  to  the  information  recently  communicated  to  the  State  Department, 
however,  the  attempt  has  been  made  and  was  so  far  successful  as  to  insure  the 
ruin  of  the  intruder. 

On  Tuesday  jnorning,  (February  2,)  having  passed  the  night,  as  usual,  am^ng 
the  iron-clads,  when  I  came  on  deck  about  sunnse  to  go  into  the  inlet  to  transact 
current  business,  my  attention  was  drawn  to  a  very  handsome  steamer  close 
under  the  batteries  of  Moultrie,  which  was  the  first  notice  I  had  of  her  being 
there.  She  showed  a  fine,  very  low  and  long  hull,  with  two  short  funnels, 
painted  white. 

Hastening  up  to  the  advanced  monitor,  I  directed  her  to  open  fire  with  her 
rifle  gun,  the  distance  about  2,500  yards.  The  other  monitors  were  ordered  up, 
and  some  exceedingly  fine  practice  was  witnessed.  The  rifle  guns  of  the  Lehigh 
and  Passaic  soon  gave  evidences  of  their  being  well  handled;  the  11-inch  of 
the  Catskill  and  Nahant  had  not  port  room  for  a  little  more  elevation,  and 
their  shells  just  fell  phort. 

I  ordered  a  12-pounder  boat  howitzer  to  be  tried  from  the  Nahant.  Captain 
Cornwell  and  his  executive  officer,  Lieut.  H.  C.  Tallman,  between  them 
managed  to  put  the  first  shell  into  the  steamer,  which  was  a  capital  shot,  when 
the  distance  was  not  less  than  2,700  yards,  for  the  Nahant  had  dropped  below 
the  other  monitors  to  get  the  howitzer  and  ammunition. 

Colonel  Davis,  commanding  Morris  island,  also  opened  from  Fort  Strong 
and  Battery  Gregg.  Between  us  the  vessel  was  well  spotted  by  sunset — some 
very  large  holes  appearing  in  the  hull  and  wheel-boxes. 

This  morning  I  observed  that  the  northwest  gale  had  so  blown  out  the  water' 
that  the  bottom  of  the  steamer  was  nearly  bare.     I  ordered  the  Lehigh  and 
Passaic  to  recommence,  and  also  asked  Colonel  Davis  for  the  fire  from  Gre^. 
By  one  o'clock  the  vessel  was  in  flames,  which  will,  I  hope,  deter  others  from 
similar  exploits. 

That  she  was  able  to  get  in  so  far  was  chiefly  due  to  the  exceeding  paucity 
of  steamers  on  the  outer  blockade.  The  great  wear  and  tear  experienced  by 
the  heavy  weather  of  the  season  always  keeps  an  inconvenient  number  off  duty. 

On  Tuesday  night  another  steamer  attempted  to  get  in;  was  discovered  and 
chased,  but  was  lost  sight  of.  . 

The  party  of  refugees  who  left  Charleston  on  Wednesday  night,  at  8  o'clock, 
state  that  no  vessel  had  arrived  since  Monday  night,  when  the  Presto  was  run 
ashore  near  Moultrie. 

An  officer  of  the  Presto  said  that  six  or  seven  other  steamers  were  to  try  to 
run  the  blockade. 

I  beg  leave  again  to  urge  that  a  few  more  smart  steamers  of  light  draught  be 
spared  for  this  place,  or  1  fear  there  may  be  an  occasional  failure  to  stop  this 
business. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Hear- Admiral,  Commanding  S^.A,  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GriDBON  Wbllbs. 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


282  BBPORT  QF  THB   SEOBETARY  OF  THlti  NA^VT. 

Report  of  Commander  A.  Bryion* . 

United  States  Iron-clad  Lehigh, 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  February  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Februaiy  2  a  blockade  runner  (a  long,  low 
side-wheel  steamer)  was  discovered  ashore  on  Sullivan's  island,  and  just  to  the 
right  of  Fort  Moultrie.  I  dropped  down  to  the  supporting  picket  station  and 
there  made  preparations  for  opening  on  the  steamer,  at  the  same  time  sending 
igi  officer  down  to  communicate  wiui  Captain  Rowan»  of  the  Ironsides,  to  ask  if 
the  Lehigh  should  be  put  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries  on  Sullivan's  island. 
While  the  officer  was  on  his  way  down  he  saw  you  on  your  way  up  to  the 
Lehigh.  After  you  came  on  board  you  directed  me  to  open  fire  witn  tlM  8-inch 
rifle  from  where  the  ship  then  was.  We  fired  from  the  rifle  on  the  first  day 
forty-two  rounds,  hitting  nine  times.  On  the  following  day  (February  3)  opened 
again  with  8-inch  rifle  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  throwing  from  the  rifle 
twenty-six  sheU,  of  which  four  hit;  and  from  the  howitzers  seventy-foor  hollow 
shot  and  shell,  of  which  eight  hit.  The  distance  was  from  3,400  yards  to  2t500 
yards.  The  steamer  was  on  fire  twice,  the  first  day  the  flames  making  appa- 
rently but  little  progress ;  on  the  second  day  she  was  again  on  fire«  and  she 
continued  burning  until  late  at  night.  That  she  is  so  thoroughly  injured  that 
she  will  never  again  float  I  have  no  doubt>  as  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
some  of  the  shot  and  shell  passed  through  and  through  her^  and  two  of  onr 
shell  were  seen  to  explode  inside. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BRTSON,  Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Commanding  6'.  A  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  John  J.  Comwett, 

United  States  Monitor  NahanTi 
Off  Mcrris  Island,  February  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  send  a  report  of  our  firing  at  the  blockade  runner  Presto  on  the  2d 
and  4th  instant. 

The  distance  was  bo  great  on  the  2d  that  I  was  unable  to  do  much  ezeeulion 
with  our  turret  guns.  I  withdrew,  took  on  board  two  12-pounder  rifled  howit* 
zers,  with  135  shell,  and  returned  to  within  twenty- two  hundred  yards.  The 
howitzers  were  fired  fn)m  the  deck  and  did  good  service. 

On  the  4th  instant,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  moved  up  the  channel  far 
enough  to  reach  the  vessel  with  our  turret  gnus.  The  water  being  veir  smooth 
and  wind  light,  I  tried  the  range  at  1,750  yards,  guns  level;  found  the  shells 
reached,  passed  through  the  vessel  and  burst  over  the  batteries  oa  shore. 

I  tried  to  regulate  the  fuzes  to  burst  in  her,  but  found  the  time  of  flight  dif* 
fored  very  much,  and  I  think  none  of  the  shells  did  burst  inside  the  Yesael. 
She  is,  however,  very  much  injured,  being  almost  cut  in  two  amidships.  Ser- 
eral  of  our  shells  passed  through  her  below  the  water-line,  which  must  have 
damaged  the  machinery  and  cargo  seriously. 

I  think  the  fire  which  was  burning  on  the  2d  and  3d  instant  consumed  all 
that  will  bum,  she  being  an  iron  vessel. 

On  the  2d  the  enemy  returned  the  fire  with  rifles  and  mortars ;  on  the  4th  no 
return  was  made. 

Very  respectfully*  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  CORNWELL. 

Lieutenant  Cammtmder^ 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Squadron. 
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az  Par:  KciTaL  I  iiaS  an  izxserripir  irA  Genoa!  TunKr.  ddef  «f 

__  m 

i»  GcB'TaZ  GiDmoTb.  and  reac^ied  ili?  S:.  Jolm'e  xttct  on  Mandax,  aibflsi 
9  •*dod :  GcsKra!  Glllmore  itk  jib:  crofimn^  i^  Lar.  ar  vfii  as  a  '"'■'^'— ■  cf 
I  jiimi'ip  ir  DC  board  Hbt  OQeazider.  and  Gfnexal  GiDmaev  tmmt 

SooB  afier  1  -vac  x^  tiie  rj*g  ic  die  lff«tiagt-a_  md  Genoal  Gilfaaiire  fii- 
IwcA  IB  a  jpwainrT  casrvms'  inxfi»?u  v^ikx  •*!t%  Tiaff^rng  ap  zaznahr. 

-n*  0»«»  «!>£  S^Tvio.  iJ.£   ciTT^ed  dTW  »  J^^Bimrilk.    The 
WaKr  Whci:  anc  Da:  Gkii^  ven-  wh^iuig  lii^  traser  ta  xxom  ilie  bac 

Ob  Taeadrr  I  reacned  Jaek«:*rTiIjt  and  learned  irvrm  Gensnl  Gnhnart  t^at 
&e  traoBf  we  afltaMcmg  rapidrr.  titt  le^ieif  niv:  miking  a  Rand. 

Tke  Kfrwitsi  vat  ibe  &b:  id  pan  i^  ihe  zrrer.  praRsdxng  die  land  fiDEBe 
fif  GcBsnl  Sprmoor.  and  a&sr  v-jsneHonr  bk  lanffing  a:  JacksflBrilk,  mowl 
ry  pranxp^-j  abctre  ui^  *jcwi^  and  cc:  u£  ibe  €»ci|»e  of  a  su^amboai.  (ibe  &. 
Tj-'^  wjoA.  bad  bwx  vataiin^  aa  oppcmnDSx  ibr  Bcme  lane  to  e^c^e  arsb 
a  loac  vi  euan^  vberexiiioiL  iiie  itrbe^  immfid  ibe  cooua  and  sank  ibe  mgjua 
I  bare  cii«esi&c  liia:  er^r-r  ef  ur;  abaH  be  made  lo  laiae  ber.  but  to  dcEtnrr 
if  asx  danger  sboiLid  arw»r  uf  rexenixi;  ib  tbe  rt^ic^ 
Ob  WecseaOar  rr^-ning  G«iera2  Glliarve  adrised  bk  das  Geaien 
^K  aone  nfrx  Bali's  iixu*  i!i«^  tscjsthk  wnbcic:  rtfiiFancx:. 

B»  fuidieg  ne*-d  of  nrr  p!«;9ence  ai  JacksocrHk^  aaid  us 
^TKiL  Cbazi«FiriL  lot'  iomg.  I  isfurmed  General  GHbanTir  aflcarfingjr, 
tbax  I  vonjd  b«T»-  tbree  rizx.tio8ti — ^Mabatika.  Osawa  and  Kcrvicb — flnder 
BB  cxffcaienobd  ofiair.  Coinm8nd«7  CrcngjnniL  He  soFvcred  tbat  tbe  iant 
wmM  l^  ami^  and  ackntnrj»-dr**c  ibe  btdob  uf  tbe  narj.      Copr  radnapd. 


Ax  ibip  dn^  Uiew-  ibrt^  gnnbtoc^  vere  ai  ancbfo'  oiF  ibe  loviu  logicsber  viA 
d^  Da:  Cmzig  and  Wau?  'WhcL  ai<^o  ibe  rogF  Okand«?  and  Danddfior.  Tbe 
PaBBu.  arrnnMC  c»l  tbe  lt»d:-  and  r>3iiahied  b^»«-. 

Ob  ibe  I&i  I  j«f;  *r  ib'-  «>jeande:r.  ine  Da:  Cidng  and  Waier  Wisdi  baring 
ab«acj  dTDi^«  oo-wx  tt  ibe  monti  of  ibe  r:v»T  vbtre  vat  ibe  Pa^vvet:- 

3Cex2  drj  I  erriA^  ibe  bar  and  n^^^izj'^  ior  Vvn  lUfjtiL  leaiin^  icides  for 
^e  F*.wTt*fu  1^.  Cuaig.  and  TTairr  "WhcL  f.  prtiefied  i*  oiber  saaootf. 

Iz  tbb  iusrjkjKf:  uie  jw<afTKg  uf  tbt  narx  -vaf  all  ibai  b-bf  re^rmr^  7W 
hi  t-iainxfai«G'f%.  lifej«a».  <'.  reiguiuL.  Br>«ei«k.  P»3idexcza£^  Cb^i&ii  and  Mbp- 
exi:h«r:»ic  ib*  mvjFt  giaiL^ji  big  yrmupm<,'B«'.  •  «  » 

I  Li' «  :ite  ijiixiir  14;  bt.  Tcrr  r«F|fmfiu:x.  vocr  obecMC  wrrant, 

J3fO.  A-  DAHLGEZK, 
B^smr  Acmurml.  CmrnmamOMm^  S.  A.  E.  S 
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JjeUer  from  Major  General  Gillmore  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren, 

■ 

On  Board  Stbamkr  B.  Dbpord. 
Jackaonvillc,  Florida^  February  10,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  received,  aome  inile«  from  here,  your  letter  stating  that  you  in- 
tended to  leave  this  locality,  aiid  that  three  ^nboats  would  remain  in  the  St. 
John's.  That  force  is  ample.  The  enemy  will  not  make  any  re&iBtancc  in 
£a8t  Florida  for  the  present.  They  are  panic  stricken;  my  advance  will  be 
fifty  miles  from  this  place  to-night.  We  have  taken  eight  good  iield-pieccs 
well  supplied  with  ammunition,  a  number  of  cars,  a  large  qnantity  of  cotton 
and  other  valuable  property.  I  am  very  busy,  or  I  would  como  and  see  you. 
I  Bhali  return  to  Hilton  Head  Saturday  next. 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  prompt  co-operation  afforded  me,  and  believe  me, 
Your  ooedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major  General, 
llcar-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlurrn, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B,  Squadron,  St,  John*s  River, 


Report  (tf  Acting  Master  Frank  B,  Merriam. 

Unitrd  Status  Steamer  Norwich* 
Of  Jacksonville  Florida,  February  11,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  folio winfp 
report : 

While  getting  under  way  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  instant,  at  5.40,  a  stoamer 
was  reported  in  sight  to  the  northward.  At  5.45  she  came  up,  and,  upon  beine 
hailed,  reported  as  the  army  steamer  Island  City,  with  Major  13rooks,  of  Ooneral 
Gillmorc's  staff,  on  board,  from  Fcmandina,  bound  to  St.  John's,  in  a  harry.  I 
told  the  captain  to  follow  me  in.  At  5.50  got  under  way;  stood  to  the  sonth- 
ward  to  bring  the  ranges  on,  and  at  6.20  crossed  the  bar.  At  7.05  anchored  in 
the  St.  John's  river,  off  Mayfort.  The  It<land  City  anchored  a  few  minutes 
sooner.  After  breakfast  [  visited  the  Ottawa,  and  then  first  learned  of  an  expe- 
dition to  arrive  that  day  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Jacksonville,  &c  In  com- 
pany with  Captain  Breese  I  met  Major  Brooks  on  shore.  Captain  Breese  proposed 
that  pickets  should  be  stationed  so  as  to  prevent  news  of  the  expedition  being 
carried  inland  by  the  people  on  shore.  At  9.50,  by  order  of  Captain  Breese,  an 
ofHccr  and  two  men,  armed,  were  sent  on  shore  from  this  ship  to  do  picket  datv 
on  the  Mayfort  side  of  the  river.  Captain  Breese  proposed  to  send  toe  Norwich 
up  the  river  at  once  to  blockade  the  St.  Mary's  in  McGtst's  creek,  should  she 
attempt  to  escape  up  the  river.  Major  Brooks  opposed  such  a  movement,  as 
he  thought  it  miglit  interfere  with  the  plan^  of  the  general.  Major  Brooks 
hired  four  men,  refugees,  to  go  inhmd  on  Saturday  night  to  cut  the  telegraph 
wire  and  burn  a  railroad  bridge.  He  asked  for  arms,  rations,  and  a  quantity 
of  spirits  turpentine,  which  were  furnished  by  the  Ottawa  and  Norwich.  At 
6.30  the  Island  City,  with  four  men  on  board  and  a  canoe  in  tow,  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  Trout  creek.  At  G.45  sent  a  picket-boat  up  the  river  as  usual.  At 
9.15  the  Island  City  came  down  tlie  river  and  anchored. 

At  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  two  vessels  were  seen  off  the  bar.  At 
6  20  the  Ottawa  miule  signals  to  this  vessel  to  send  pilot  outside;  executed  the 
order  at  once.     Between  half  p;ist  7  and  8  o'clock  three  transports  came  in  and 
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ancliored.  At  8.50  the  Maple  Leaf,  with  a  general  on  board,  came  in  and 
anchored.  At  about  9.15  I  visited  the  Ottawa,  and  met  General  Seymour  on 
b«)ard  that  vessel.  It  was  arranged  that  the  Norwich  should  proceed  up  the 
river  some  distance  ahead  of  the  transports.  My  orders  were  as  follows,  given 
verbally  by  Captain  Breese: 

*«  Furnish  the  Maple  Leaf  with  a  pilot ;  then  get  under  way ;  proceed  up  the 
river  to  Mr.  Palmer's  place,  communicate  with  Mr.  Palmer,  and  learn  from  him 
what  force  is  in  Jacksonville.  If  a  force  has  been  thrown  into  town  to  oppose 
the  landing,  inform  the  general.  After  a  landing  should  be  effected  by  our 
troops,  proceed  up  the  river  and  anchor  off  the  mouth  of  McGist's  creek,  to  pre- 
vent the  St.  Mary's  from  escaping  up  the  river." 

At  10.10  got  under  way  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  When  about  six  miles 
vp  tlie  river,  saw  the  transports  under  way,  coming  up.  At  2.5  p.  m.  stopped  off 
Mr.  Palmer's  place,  and  communicated  with  Mr.  Palmer;  learned  from  him  that 
only  twenty  men  were  in  town,  and  that  the  expedition  was  not  expected.  At 
2.45  started  ahead.  At  3.05  went  to  Quarters.  At  3.20  arrived  off  the  town,  the 
Maple  Leaf  being  in  sight  of  Commoaore  Point;  steamed  slowly  by  the  wharf, 
close  in.  When  up  with  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  turned  round  and  steamed 
down  to  the  Maple  Leaf,  which  had  made  fast  to  a  dock.  At  3.40  the  troops  com- 
menced landing;  took  a  position  ahead  of  the  Maple  Leaf;  several  transports 
went  alongside  the  wharfs— one,  the  Hunter,  was  fired  into  by  the  rebel  pickets. 
At  4,  a  landing  having  been  effected,  anchored.  The  Ottawa  had  not  come  up; 
I  informed  the  general  that  I  should  be  obliged  to  go  up  the  river  to  blockade 
McGint's  creek,  so  that  the  St.  Mary's  might  not  escape  up  the  river.  I  asked  him 
if  he  intended  moving  that  night.  He  said  no,  the  artillery  or  the  horses  had 
not  come  up.  He  told  me  one  company  of  cavalry  had  gone  a  short  distance  to 
look  after  the  pickets  that  fired  at  the  Hunter.  At  5  25  got  under  way.  At  6.30 
anchored  off  McGist's  creek,  as  close  in  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  and 
I  at  once  went  in-shore  and  stationed  a  picket-boat  in  the  mouth  of  the  creek. 

On  the  morning  o\  the  8th  I  reported  to  Captain  Breese  on  board  the  Ottawa; 
wma  on  shore  and  saw  General  Seymour  at  about  12  m.;  asked  him  when  he 
intended  moving  forward.  He  answered,  this  afternoon,  if  the  horses  come  up. 
Returned  up  the  river  to  the  Norwich  in  my  gig  at  about  12.30  p.  m.  At  8.15 
1  went  in  and  stationed  a  picket  boat  in  the  mouth  of  McGist's  creek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  0th,  at  3.30,  went^  quarters  as  the  picket-boat  had 
made  signals.  While  at  quarters,  heard  the  officer  of  the  picket-boat  hail  a 
boat  twice,  and  the  reports  of  three  muskets.  Sent  the  launch,  armed,  in-shore 
to  find  the  picket-boat,  and  learn  the  cause  of  the  firing.  At  4.10  the  launch 
returned,  having  been  unable  to  find  the  picket-boat  in  the  fog.  At  6.15  the 
picket-boat  returned ;  the  officer  reported  having  fired  in  the  direction  of  a  boat, 
which  he  heard,  but  could  not  see,  on  accouni  of  the  fog,  his  hails  not  being 
replied  to.  At  about  1 1  o'clock  I  saw  Captain  Breese  on  board  the  Ottawa.  He 
informed  mo  that  the  cotton  had  been  burned  and  the  St.  Mary's  sunk  during 
the  night.  I  saw  two  men  on  the  Ottawa  who  stated  to  me  that  they  desertea 
from  the  St.  Mary's  the  night  previous,  and  that  when  pulling  out  McGist'a 
creek  into  the  St.  John's  river,  they  had  been  hailed  and  fired  into;  that  they 
did  not  answer  the  hails,  as  they  thought  the  rebels  were  pursuing  them.  By 
order  of  Captain  Breese  I  armed  three  boats  of  the  Norwich  to  proceed  up  McGist's 
and  Cedar  creeks,  in  company  with  the  Ottawa's  boats.  At  about  I  p.  m.  we 
reached  the  St.  Mary's  and  boarded  her.  No  indications  were  found  that  any 
one  had  boarded  her  since  she  had  been  sunk.  A  small  rifle  gun  was  found  on 
shore  near  a  deserted  camp,  and  the  boata  of  the  St.  Mary's  were  found  in  a 
creek.  At  3.20  the  boats  returned  to  the  ships.  At  3.50  got  under  way.  At 
5.^5,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  flag-ship,  anchored  in  line  ahead,  off  Jackson- 
▼ille. 
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I  am  fully  convinced  that  if  the  Norwich  had  not  been  anchored  off  McGHst's 
creek,  with  a  picket-boat  in  the  creek,  that  the  St.  Mary's  would  have  escaped 
up  the  river. 

I  am,  sir,  rerv  respectfnUv,  Tour  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  B.  MERRIAM, 

Actimg  Master,  Commanding. 
Rear-AdmiralJouN  A.  Dahlgrpx, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 


CAFTVEE  OF  A  REBEL  SLOOP  NEAR  BRUNSWICK.  GEORGIA. 

Rrport  of  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  DaMgren. 

Flau-Stbambr  Philadblphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C.  Februjry  17,  1864. 

.    Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  report  firom  the  oommaDder  of  the  Bra- 
ziliera,  giving  an  accoimt  of  the  capture  of  a  rebel  sloop  by  the  boats  of  the  Bra- 
ziliera. 
The  affair  seems  to  have  been  very  well  managed  by  Captain  GiUespic. 
The  claim  made  by  Mr.  Lassene  to  the  sloop  and  (20)  twenty  bales  of  cotton 
on  board,  I  refer  to  the  department  for  its  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  vour  obedient  senrant* 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBox  Wbllbs, 

Srcretary  rfthe  Xary,  Washington,  D.  C 


Report  of  Acting  Master  W.  71  GUUspie. 

Unitbd  States  Bare  Braiiubba, 
5/.  Andrew's  Sonnd,  Ga.,  Febrmary  3,  1854. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,- on  the  night  of  the  lat  instaiit, 
by  a  boat  expedition  from  this  vessel  commanded  by  myself,  of  a  BliMXf  joit 
built  and  loaded  with  seventy-two  bales  upland  cotton,  weighing  35,700  pounds, 
she  at  the  time  lying  at  the  picket  station  at  Cabbage  Bluff,  abmit  ten  ndles 
above  Brunswick.  We  also  secured  the  picket,  consisting  of  a  sergeant  mid  six 
privates  belonging  to  the  4th  Georgia  cavalry,  and  six  civilians,  five  takeanboard 
the  sloop  and  one  ashore. 

I  divided  my  force,  nimibering-twenty  eight  all  told,  into  two  parties :  one  «n* 
der  myself,  securing  the  sloop,  and  the  other  under  Acting  Ensign  Ndson  B. 
Bordra,  capturing  the  pickets;  the  surprise  was  complete  in  both  instanees*  and 
we  effected  our  object  without  resistance. 

Having  entirely  cut  off  the  communication  with  the  rebel  eanp,  I  renaiiied 
about  two  hours,  and  brought  away  the  families  of  Mr.  Lasserre  and  lb.  Dan* 
gaix.  consisting  of  their  wives  and  eight  children.  Tlie  civilian  we  took  ashore 
proved  to  be  a  Mr.  Williams,  an  inoffensive  old  man  who  had  cone  dowv  with 
a  pass  for  Mr.  Lasserre's  family  to  go  through  the  rebel  lines.  In  eoaaideiation 
of  this  fiict*  I  have  concluded  to  land  him  on  the  main  again. 

Mr.  Lasseire*  who  has  been  for  some  time  living  aboard  this  vessdp  fnok  tlie 
oath  of  allegiance  on  the  16th  of  October,  1S63,  and  has  kepi  me  eoostattly 
notified  of  Mr  progress.    He  built  her  with  the  intention  of  pnttiBg  Us  &sfl> 
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and  wkiii  of  his  property  he  could  couTert  into  cotton  in  her,  and  then  delivering 
her  into  oor  hands. 

At  the  time  of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  I  drew  np  and  he  signed  the  ac- 
companying paper  to  that  effect.  The  rebels  having  divined  his  intention,  he 
was  coropeUed  to  seek  reftige  aboard  my  vessel ;  he  piloted  me  up,  and  was  in- 
valuable throughout.  I  think  that,  in  justice,  his  claim  to  her,  and  to  the  twenty 
bales  of  cotton,  should  be  recognized.  Without  his  assistance  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  me  to  have  succeeded,  and  all  that  he  is  worth  is  in  her. 

Concealed  in  the  hold  I  found  papers  which  abundantly  established  her  in- 
tention to  have  run  the  blockade,  also  a  small  mail,  all  of  which  I  shall  forward 
to  you  by  the  prize  master.  I  shall  let  the  Oleander  tow  the  sloop  to  Port  Royal 
and  shall  also  send  the  prisoners  and  ci'ew  on  her. 

On  one  of  the  men  I  found  two  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  in  specie,  and 
one  thousand  in  Georgia  State  bank  bills,  which  I  have  placed  in  the  paymas- 
ter's charge  awaiting  orders. 

Very  respec^ully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  GILLESPIE, 
Acting  Masterf  CommandiMg. 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlurbn, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B,  Squadron. 


8INEINQ  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  HOUSATONIC  BY  A  TORPEDO 

DAVID. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  J,  A,  Dahlgren, 

Flaq-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Ilarhort  South  Carolina^  February  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  much  regret  to  inform  the  department  that  the  United  States  steam 
sloop  Housatonic,  on  the  blockade  off  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  was  tor- 
pedoed by  a  rebel  '*  David,"  and  sunk  on  the  night  of  the  17th  February,  about 
nine  o'clock. 

From  the  time  the  "David"  was  seen  until  the  vessel  was  on  the  bottom  a  very 
brief  period  must  have  elapsed;  so  far  as  the  executive  officer  (Lieutenant  Hig- 
ginson)  can  judge — and  he  is  the  only  officer  of  the  Housatonic  whom  I  have 
seen — it  did  not  exceed  five  or  seven  minutes. 

The  officer  of  the  deck  perceived  a  moving  object  on  the  water  quite  near, 
and  ordered  the  chain  to  be  slipped ;  the  captain  and  executive  officer  went  on 
deck,  saw  the  object,  and  each  tired  at  it  with  a  small  arm.  In  an  instant  the  ship 
was  struck  on  tne  starboard  side,  between  the  main  and  mizen  masts ;  those  on 
deck  near  were  stunned.  The  vessel  began  to  sink,  and  went  down  alnaost  imme- 
diately. Happily  the  loss  of  life  was  small :  Ensign  E.  C.  Hazeltine,  Captain's 
Clerk  C.  O.  Muzzy,  and  three  of  the  crew.  Quartermaster  John  Williams, 
second-class  fireman  John  Walsh,  and  landsman  Theodore  Parker. 

Two  boats  of  the  Housatonic  were  lowered  and  received  all  they  could ;  the 
Canandaigua,  which  knew  nothing  of  the  catastrophe,  sent  her  boats  immediately 
on  hearing  of  it,  and  took  off  the  crew,  who  had  ascended  into  the  rigging. 

The  enclosed  printed  orders  will  show  the  precautions  which  have  been 
directed  from  time  to  time  to  guard  the  iron-claas  that  lay  inside  the  bar,  and 
would  naturally  be  the  objects  of  attack  from  their  importance  and  proximity; 
and  I  also  transmit  copy  of  a  communication  (January  15)  to  the  senior  officer 
outside  on  the  same  suoject.  In  addition,  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving 
personal  attention  to  the  inside  blockade,  sometimes  visiting  the  picket  monitOfB 
several  hours  after  dark. 

Being  notified  on  the  5th  February  by  General  Oillmore  that  he  was  aboal 
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to  throw  a  force  into  Florida,  and  would  need  naval  assistance,  I  left  promptly 
for  the  St.  John's,  in  order  to  be  sure  that  no  aid  should  be  wanted  that  was 
possible,  leaving  Commodore  Rowan,  an  experienced  officer,  commanding  the 
Ironsides,  in  charge  of  the  blockade  off  Charleston.     ' 

On  my  return  I  touched  here  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  our  depots,  and 
particularly  in  regard  to  the  repairs  of  the  monitors,  intending  also  to  visit  the 
blockade  of  Savannah  river. 

The  department  will  necessarily  perceive  the  consequences  likely  to  result 
from  this  event;  the  whole  line  of  our  blockade  will  be  infested  with  these 

cheap,  convenient,  and  formidable  defences,  and  we  must  guard  every  point. 

#  #  #  #        '  #  « 

I  have  attached  more  importance  to  the  use  of  torpedoes  than  others  have 
done,  and  believe  them  to  constitute  the  most  formidable  of  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  to  Charleston.  Their  effect  on  the  Ironsides  in  October,  and  now  on 
the  Housatonic,  sustains  me  in  this  idea. 

The  department  will  perceive,  from  the  printed  injunctions  issued,  that  I 
have  been  solicitous  for  some  time  in  regard  to  these  mischievous  devices; 
though  it  may  not  be  aware  of  the  personal  attention  which  I  have  alno  given 
to  the  security  of  the  iron-clads.  I  naturally  feel  disappointed  that  the  rebels 
should  have  been  able  to  achieve  a  single  success,  mingled  with  no  little  con- 
cern, lest,  in  spite  of  every  precaution,  they  may  occasionally  give  us  trouble. 
But  it  will  create  no  dismay  nor  relax  any  effort;  on  the  contrary,  the  usual- 
inquiry  will  be  ordered,  though  the  whole  story  is  no  doubt  fully  known. 

I  desire  to  suggest  to  the  department  the  policy  of  ofiering  a  large  reward  of 
prize  money  for  the  capture  or  destruction  of  a  '*  David"*-I  should  say  not  less 
than  $20,000  or  $30,000  for  each ;  they  are  worth  more  than  that  to  ua. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S,  A.  B.  iiquadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  DahJgren  to  Captain  Qreen. 

Flao-Steambr  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Island,  January  1$,  1864. 

Sir:  The  Navy  Department  has  received  information  that  the  rebels  have  a 
plan  to  blow  up  this  fleet,  and  considers  it  of  sufficient  importance  to  inform  me 
thereof. 

I  can  hardly  think  that  the  design  would  extend  beyond  the  iron-clada  that 
constitute  the  inner  blockade,  for  the  outer  vessels  are  distant  and  difficul.  of 
access ;  still  it  would  bo  unwise  to  omit  any  proper  precautions,  and  1  there- 
fore advise  that  you  will  take  such  measures  as  may  suffice  to  defeat  any 
attempt  of  the  kind. 

I  enclose  for  your  information  the  directions  prescribed  to  the  iron-clads. 
You  can  use  these,  or  whatever  else  may  seem  more  adaptable  to  the  purpose. 

Let  this  be  circulated  among  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  outside  for  their 
guidance. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Sfuadnm, 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Cananda'guOt 

Senior  Offlctr  present,  of  Charleston  bar. 
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Ldterjram  Captain  Bowan  to  Rear'Admiral  Dahlgren. 

United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides, 

Of  Morris  Lland,  February  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  despatch  tBe  Panl  Jones  witb  infonnation  of  the  lose  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Housatonic,  which  was  sunk  bjr  a  ''  David  torpedo"  last  night 
about  9^  o'clock. 

As  soon  as  the  signal  was  made  from  the  Ganandaigo^,  ''  Assistance,  in  want 
of,**  Lieutenant  Gommander  Belknap  went  out  in  a  tug.  I  enclose  Gaptain 
Oreen's  report. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer,  off  CJiarleston. 
Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B,  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  J.  F.  Green. 

United  States  Sloop  Canandaioua, 
Of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  February  18,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  a  boat  belonging  to  the  Housatonic 
reached  this  ship  last  night  at  about  9.20,  giving  me  information  that  that  vessel 
had  been  sunk  at  8.45  p.  m.  by  a  rebel  torpedo  craft.  I  immediately  slipped 
our  cable  and  started  for  her  anchorage,  and  on  arriving  near  it,  at  9.35,  dis- 
covered her  sunk,  with  her  hammock  nettings  under  water;  despatched  all 
boats,  and  rescued  from  the  wreck  twenty-one  (21)  officers  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  men. 

There  are  missing,  and  supposed  to  be  drowned,  the  following-named  officers 
and  men:  Ensign  Edward  C.  Hazeltine,  Captain's  Clerk  Charles  O.  Muzzy, 
Quartermaster  John  Williams,  second-class  fireman  John  Walsh,  landsman 
Theodore  Parker. 

Captain  Pickering  is  very  much,  but  not  dangerously  bruised,  and  one  man 
is  slightly  bruised. 

I  have  transferred  to  the  Wabash  eight  of  her  officers  and  forty-nine  men  on 
account  of  the  limited  accommodations  on  board  of  this  vessel. 
Very  repectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  OBEEN,  Captain. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  Officer  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  F.  J.  Higginson. 

United  States  Steamer  Canandaigua, 

Off  Charleston,  S,  C,  February  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  hon«or  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  sinking  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Ilou^tonic  by  a  rebel  torpedo  off  Charleston,  S.  C,  on 
the  evening  of  the  17th  instant. 

About  8.45  p.  m.  tbe  officer  of  the  deck,  Acting  Master  J.  K.  Crosby,  dis- 
covered something  in  the  waLer  about  one  hundred  yards  from  and  moving  to- 
wards the  ship.  It  had  the  appearance  of  a  plank  moving  in  the  water.  It 
19  N 
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came  directly  towards  the  ship  ;  the  time  from  when  it  was  first  seen  till  it  was 
close  alongside  being  about  two  minutes.  During  this  time  the  chain  was 
slipped,  engine  backed,  and  all  hands  called  to  quarters.  The  torpedo  struck 
the  ship  forward  of  the  mizenmast  on  the  starboard  side,  in  a  line  with  the 
magazine.  Having  the  after  pivot  gun  pivoted  to  port,  we  were  unable  to  bring 
a  gun  to  bear  upon  her.  About  one  minute  ailer  she  was  close  alongside,  the 
explosion  took  place,  the  ship  sinking  stern  first,  and  heeling  to  port  as  she 
sank.  Most  of  the  crew  saved  themselves  by  going  into  the  rigging,  while  a 
boat  was  despatched  to  the  Ganandaigua.  This  vessel  came  gallantly  to  our 
assistance  and  succeeded  in  rescuing  all  but  the  following  ofiicers  and  men,  rlz : 

Ensign  E.  G.  Hazeltine,  Gaptain's  Glerk  G.  O.  Mnzzey,  Quartermaster  John 
Williams,  landsman  Thomas  Parker,  second-class  fireman  John  Walsh. 

The  above  officers  and  men  are  missing  and  are  supposed  to  have  been 
drowned. 

Gaptain  Pickering  was  seriously  bruised  by  the  explosion,  and  is  at  present 
unable  to  make  a  report  of  the  disaster. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  HIGGINSON,  Lieutenant. 

Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


NAVY  AND  AKMY  EXPEDITION  UP  ST.  MARY'S  BIVER. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  S,  N.  Freeman. 

United  States  Brio  Pbrhy, 
Femandina,  Fla.,  February  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  at  the  request  of  the  colonel  command- 
ing the  post,  I  sent  the  United  States  schooner  Para,  Acting  Master  £.  6.  Fur- 
bur  commanding,  up  the  St.  Mary's  river  as  far  as  Woodstock  to  co-opeimte 
with  the  land  forces  under  the  command  of  Major  Penneypacker,  97th  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers.  The  expedition  proved  very  successful,  and  we  brought 
away  about  one  million  feet  of  lumber. 

While  the  Para  was  up  the  river  Captain  Furbur  cut  out  the  steam-flat  Hard 
Times;  her  intrinsic  value  might  perhaps  bo  two  hundred  dollars,  ($200.)  I 
propose  to  use  her  as  a  picket  boat  on  the  St.  Mary's  river,  if  you  have  no  ob- 
jection to  mv  retaining  her  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  taken  the  Para  from  her  former  anchorage,  off  Cumberland  island,  and 
placed  her  in  the  Amelia  river  to  protect  the  crossing  leading  from  the  island  to 
the  main  land.  I  have  done  this  in  consequence  of  a  rumor  that  we  are  to  be 
Attacked  by  the  enemy.  I  shall  picket  the  St.  Mary's  river  every  night.  I 
was  forty  miles  up  the  St.  Mary's,  but  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  anything  of 
importance. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Furbur,  and  trusting  that  my  course 
will  meet  with  your  approval, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  N.  FREEMAN, 
Anting  Master^  and  Senior  Officer  preMcnt. 

Bear-Admind  John  A.  Dahlgrkn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  E.  G.  Furhur. 

United  States  Schooner  Para, 
Cumberland  Sounds  Ga,,  February  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  orders  of  the  15th  instant  I  got  under  way  from 
this  anchorage  at  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  in  tow  of  the  United 
States  army  transport  Island  City,  which  was  placed  under  my  orders  by  Major 
Brooks, commandingthe  expedition,  and  in  company  with  the  armed  transports 
H.  A.  Weed,  Nelly  Baker,  and  Beaufort,  proceeded  up  the  St.  Mary's  river  to 
Woodstock  mills,  about  fifty  miles  from  its  mouth,  where  we  found  a  detach- 
ment of  the  97th  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Major  Pen- 
nypacker,  numbering  two  hundred  men.  After  consulting  Major  Brooks,  I 
anchored  in  the  most  advantageous  position  to  protect  the  forces  on  shore  and 
the  steamers  employed  in  loading  lumber  at  the  landing,  from  any  attack  from 
the  enemy  from  the  Georgia  side,  and  to  assist  in  repelling  any  that  might  be 
made  in  our  rear  from  the  Florida  side.  At  10  o'clock  the  next  morning 
we  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's  picket  from  the  Georgia  side,  fortunately 
without  effect.  I  immediately  opened  fire  upon  them  with  grape  and  canister 
from  the  32-pounder  and  shell  from  the  howitzer  and  Parrott,  and  was  not 
afterwards  troubled  bv  them.  About  4.30  p.  m.  of  the  19th,  Major  Penny- 
packer  informed  me  that  he  thought  the  enemy  were  making  preparations  to 
cross  the  river  from  the  Georgia  side,  about  two  miles  below  us.  I  immediately 
sent  Ensign  Ryan  down  on  the  opposite  side  to  obtain  their  position  as  near  as 
possible,  and  at  5  p.  m.  commenced  firing,  under  his  direction,  with  shell  from 
the  32-pounder  and  Parrott,  and  fired  twelve  shell,  which,  as  the  major  com- 
manding informed  me,  immediately  drove  them  back  to  their  camp,  about  three 
miles  in  their  rear,  the  fire  being  very  accurate. 

Having  obtained  quite  reliable  information  that  a  small  flat-bottomed  steamer 
was  lying  in  a  creek  about  six  miles  below  us,  on  the  Florida  side,  at  7  p.  m. 
of  the  20th  1  took  the  first  and  second  cutters  (armed)  in  tow  of  the  Island 
City  down  the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  when  I  took  the  boats  up  it,  and 
after  proceeding  about  a  mile  we  discovered  her.  and  taking  her  in  tow,  brought 
her  up  to  the  landing  at  the  mills,  arriving  there  at  1  a.  m.  of  the  21st  We 
found  her  to  be  a  small  scow-built  steamer,  said  to  be  called  the  Hard  Times. 
At  2  p.  m.  of  the  22d  I  received  your  orders  to  proceed  down  the  river,  in  tow 
of  one  of  the  transports,  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  retake  my  anchorage 
off  Cumbcrlnnd  island.  Having  sent  the  Hard  Times  down  in  tow  of  the  Island 
City,  and  all  the  troops  being  embarked,  at  5  p.  m.  I  was  taken  in  tow  by  the 
H.  A.  Weed  and  started  down,  arriving  here  at  8  p.  m.  of  the  23d.  The  am- 
munition expended  during  the  time  we  were  in  the  St.  Mary's  was  for  the  32- 
pounder  twenty-two  shells  and  twelve  stands  each  of  grape  and  canister,  forty- 
six  shells  for  the  20-pounder  Parrott,  and  twenty-seven  for  the  12-pounder 
howitzer. 

Hoping  that  my  course  may  meet  your  approbation, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  FURBUR, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding, 

Acting  Master  S.  N.  Freeman, 

Com'dg  U,  S,  Brig  Perrt/,  Femandina,  Fla. 

Forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  department  by, 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Captain^  Com'dg  S,  A,  B,  Squadron  pro  tern. 
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EXPEDITION  TO  PREVENT  THE  REBELS  FROM  TAKING  THE  MACHINEBT 

FROM  A  BLOCKADE-RUNNER,  BEACHED. 

United  States  Steamer  George  Mangham, 

Off  MorrilVs  Met,  February  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  received  information  from 
Captain  Parker  that  the  rebels  were  taking  the  machinery  out  of  the  blockade- 
ninning  steamer  on  the  beach  near  my  station,  to  put  in  a  steamer  they  are 
building  at  Georgetown,  S.  G.  He  gave  me  orders  to  destroy  all  I  could  of  it. 
I  proceeded  towards  the  steamer,  and  on  approaching  saw  a  number  of  men  at 
work  on  her.  I  opened  fire  on  them,  which  made  them  run  for  the  woods  for 
shelter.  I  then  fired  shells  at  them,  and  called  away  the  first  cutter,  manned 
with  fourteen  men,  well  armed.  It  being  high  water  at  the  time,  I  found  it 
smooth  inside  the  steamer's  stem,  and  it  gave  us  a  safe  landing.  I  went  on 
board  of  the  steamer  and  found  they  had  some  of  the  machinery  out  of  her,  and 
a  number  of  pieces  were  lying  on  the  steamer  ready  to  go  on  shore.  They  left 
all  their  tools  on  the  beach,  consisting  of  mauls,  axes,  augers,  saws,  crowbars, 
wrenches,  and  a  cutter  fall  and  blocks  for  hoisting  it  out  with.  I  commenced 
with  my  men  to  destroy  all  the  machinery  I  could  find,  and  a  large  cargo  winch 
which  they  had  to  hoist  with.  The  steamer  was  full  of  water  at  the  time,  and 
I  could  nut  get  at  what  was  left  in  her,  and  at  low  water  it  was  too  rough  to 
land.  I  took  all  the  tools  with  me  on  board,  and  made  sail  for  my  station ;  I 
had  not  sailed  far  when  the  rebels  came  back  to  the  steamer,  took  a  hasty  ear- 
vey,  and  then  left  in  haste.  1  think  they  will  have  to  wait  some  time  for  ma- 
chinery for  their  steamer,  for  I  think  it  will  puzzle  them  to  put  it  together  again. 
I  shall  give  them  another  call  as  soon  as  it  is  smooth  enough  to  land  on  the 
beach.  1  think  the  tools  belonged  to  the  steamer,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before 
they  can  get  more  to  work  with. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  COLLINS,  Jr., 
Acting  Mtuter,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Commanding   S,  A,  B.  Squadron,  off*  Charleston,  S,  C, 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  department,  by 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  pro  tempore. 


CAPTURE  OF  BOAT  AND  BOAT'S  CREW  OF  THE  NTOSIC. 
Report  of  Commodore  S,  C  Rowan. 

Flag-Ship  New  Ironsiubs, 
Off  Morris  Island,  February  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  inform  the  department  of  the  capture  of  the  Nipsic'a  boat 
by  the  rebels  on  the  night  of  the  26th  instant.  The  crew  list  and  officer  in 
charge  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  "R.  F.  R.  Lewis, 
herewith  enclosed. 

The  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat  allowed  himself  to  be  drifted  far  beyond  the 
position  assigned  him,  through  ignorance  or  recklessness,  and  was  not  equal  to 
the  emergency  when  it  arose. 
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The  drcnmstancea  of  the  capture  are  detailed  in  the  enclosed  reports  of  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  J.  L.  Davis  and  Lieutenant  G.  G.  Wiltse. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  0.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  pro  tern. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  John  L.  Davif* 

United  States  Iron-clad  Moxtauk, 

Of  MorrU  Island,  February  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  jour  order  of  this  date 
to  Oommander  Brjson,  of  the  Lehigh,  which  was  referred  to  me. 

At  twilight  last  evening,  being  at  anchor  abreast  Wagner  buoy,  the  picket 
boats  received  their  orders  from  me  governing  them  for  the  night.  The  boats 
firom  the  Nipsic  and  Flag  were  to  patrol  across  the  channel  in  advance  of  this 
Teesel,  not  more  than  two  or  three  ship's  lengths  above,  and  to  keep  within 
^fght.  The  flood  tide  was  running ;  water  smooth ;  atmosphere  hazy.  About 
9  o'clock  I  saw  and  heard  the  flashes  and  reports  of  six  or  eight  muskets  in  the 
direction  of  Sumter,  and  apparently  they  came  from  there.  No  signal  was 
made.  My  impression  was  that  the  Supply's  boat,  which  was  reconnoitring, 
had  been  seen  from  the  fort  and  fired  at.  On  her  return  soon  after.  Lieutenant 
WUtse  reported  what  came  under  his  observation,  which  is  embodied  in  a  com- 
munication herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  L.  DAVIS, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Captain  S.  C.  Rowan,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Frigate  New  Ironsides. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  O.  C.  Wiltse. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Montauk, 

Of  Morris  Island,  February  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  capture  of 
Acting  Master*)!}  Mate  William  II.  Kitching  and  boat's  crew  of  five  men,  belonging 
to  the  Nipsic. 

Last  evening  I  received  permission  from  you  to  take  a  boat  belonging  to  the 
Supply,  and  reconnoitre  in  the  direction  of  Sumter  and  Moultrie.  I  left  the 
Bhip  and  palled  directly  for  Sumter.  Shortly  after,  when  within  about  300 
yards  of  tiie  fort,  I  discovered  a  large  boat  of  about  fourteen  oars,  filled  with 
men  and  lying  close  to  the  wall  nearest  Moultrie.  After  perceiving  h<*r  I 
pulled  in  the  direction  of  Moultrie,  she  pulling  in  the  same  direction.  Thinking 
she  was  trying  to  cut  me  off,  and  having  only  one  officer  and  a  boat's  crew  of 
five  men,  I  pulled  in  the  opposite  direction,  towards  Morris  island,  and  then 
lost  sidit  of  her.  About  half  an  hour  afterwards  I  saw  a  large  boat  cominff 
towards  mc  from  the  direction  of  Moultrie,  apparently  the  same  one  that  I  had 
Been  before.  I  heard  a  hail  from  a  boat  which  I  could  not  see.  The  answer  was 
"  Patapsco ;  this  is  the  Nipsic's  boat."  It  was  immediately  followed  by  a  volley 
of  musketry  from  the  large  boat  and  an  order  to  come  alongside.  A  cry  arose 
firom  the  other  boat,  as  though  some  person  was  injured,  and  the  reply  to  the 
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order  to  come  alongside  was,  **  I  am  coming."  The  rebel  boat  being  so  much 
larger  than  mine  and  in  such  close  proximity  to  Sumter,  I  deemed  it  nnadvisable 
to  attack  her.  I  immediately  returned  to  the  ship  and  reported  the  circom- 
stances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  C.  WILT8E. 
Lieutenant  U,  S.  Aary. 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Iron-clad  Montauk. 


Report  0f  Lieutenant  Commander  R.  JF.  R,  Lewis. 

United  States  Steamer  Nipsic, 
Outside  Blockade,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  February  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  the  capture  by  the  rebels  of  one  of  the 
boats  of  this  vessel  last  night,  together  with  her  officer  and  crew,  whikt  doing 
picket  duty  in  the  inner  harbor. 

It  appears  from  the  statement  given  me  this  morning  by  the  tug  that  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  boat  either  must  have  misunderstood  or  exceeded  his 
orders  with  respect  to  the  limits  prescribed  for  rowing  guards,  and  got  too  far 
up  in  the  harbor,  was  hailed,  brought  to,  and  captured. 

Officer  in  charge  of  boat — Acting  Mrister's  Mate  William  H.  Kitching,  jr. 
Crew — George  P.  Johnson,  landsman. 
Lyman  Holbrook,  landsman. 
Martin  L.  Atkinson,  landsman. 
Uriah  B.  Marshall,  landsman. 
William  O'Brien,  landsman. 
The  crew  were  each  armed  with  carbine,  cutlass,  and  revolver,  with  several 
rounds  of  ammunition. 

The  boat  contained  as  her  equipment  a  night  glass,  compass,  lantern,  and 
tarpaulins. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  F.  R.  LEWIS, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S,  A,  B,  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Masler*s  Mate  Wm.  H.  Kitching,  jr. 

Newburyport,  November  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Nipsic's  Ist  cutter,  with  five  (5)  men,  in  my  charge,  while  on  picket 
duty  in  Charleston  harbor,  on  the  night  of  February  26,  1864.  I  left  the 
Nipsic  between  the  hours  of  «5  and  6  ]).  m.,  and  was  towed  up  to  the  advmnoe 
monitor  by  a  tu<i^-boat,  and  at  7  p.  m.  shoved  off  from  the  monitor  with  instme- 
tions  to  proceed  up  the  channel  in  the  direction  of  Forts  Sumter  and  Moultrie. 
The  night  was  thick  and  hazy,  and  the  tide  was  on  the  flood,  running  strong. 
I  pulled  leisurely  up  until  I  had  got  abreast  of  Fort  Sumter,  when  I  changed 
the  direction  of  the  boat  and  pulled  towards  the  fleet.  I  had  got  about  one 
hundred  and  fifly  (150)  yards  from  Fort  Sumter,  when  I  caught  sight  of  a  dark 
object  directly  ahead,  and  almost  immediately  after  was  hailed:  "Boat ahoy!'* 
Under  the  supposition  that  the  hail  proceeded  from  one  of  our  picket  boats,  I 
gavo  them  in  answer,  "  Nipsic's  \st  cutter,'^  as  I  did  not  wisn  the  enemy  to 
know  the  countersign.  They  hailed  mo  again;  I  then  gave  the  countersign 
"  Patapsco,**  They  hailed  the  third  time,  and  beginning  to  have  suspieiona  that 


BEPORT  OF  THE  BEORETART  OF  THE  NAYT.       295 

all  was  not  right,  I  gave  in  retnm  '*  CaUkUiy  Mj  object  in  doing  this  was* 
that  the  rebels  shomd  not  know  the  true  countersign.  I  had  scarcely  returned 
the  hail  when  I  received  a  volley  of  musket  balls,  which  passed  over  our  heads, 
doiuff  US  no  damage.  I  immediately  ordered  my  men  to  take  to  their  oars,  and 
"puU  strong"  in  the  hope  of  escaping,  for  I  could  see  that  the  enemy's  boat  was 
superior  to  my  own.  I  soon  saw  it  was  useless,  so  ordered  my  men  to  *•  trail 
oarst*  and  give  them  a  volley  in  return.  I  kept  it  up ;  but  as  no  assistance 
arrived,  I  was  forced  to  surrender,  which  I  did  after  tnrowing  the  arms  over- 
board. None  of  my  men  were  wounded,  myself  but  slightly.  As  near  as  I 
could  find  out,  there  were  nineteen  ( 19)  men  in  the  enemy's  boat.  We  were 
taken  on  board  their  flag-ship,  the  Charleston,  where  we  spent  the  night;  the 
next  morning  were  sent  up  to  the  city  and  placed  under  confinement.  On  the 
17th  of  May  I  was  sent  to  Macon,  Georgia,  and  my  men  to  Anderson ville. 
That  is  the  List  I  saw  of  them;  I  have  since  learned  they  are  dead.  The  fol- 
lowing are  their  names :  George  P.  Johnson,  Martin  L.  Atkinson,  Uriah  B. 
Marshall,  William  O'Brien,  Lyman  Holdbrook,  all  landsmen. 

I  certify  this  to  be  a  true  statement  of  my  capture. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  KITCHING,  Jb., 

Acting  Master's  Mate,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


OPERATIONS  IN  ST.  JOHN'S  RIVER,  FLORIDA. 

Report  of  Commander  George  B,  Batch. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Florida,  March  6,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  bave  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  1st 
instant  sharp  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  our  advance,  which  I  learned 
from  General  Seymour,  on  visiting  him  at  his  request,  was  between  his  forces 
and  the  enemy. 

I  dropped  this  ship  in  as  close  to  McCoy's  creek  as  the  depth  of  water  would 
allow,  moored  her  head  and  stem,  shift3a  three  guns  over,  and  made  every 
preparation  for  a  fight  which  seemed  likely  to  take  place. 

The  Ottawa  shifted  her  anchorage  just  above  the  Pawnee,  and  by  a  hawser 
to  this  ship  sprung  her  broadside  in  the  direction  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

To  Commander  Creighton,  of  the  Mahaska,  had  been  assigned  the  defence 
of  the  flank  by  way  of  Hogan's  creek,  and  he  lost  no  time  in  taking  an 
advantageous  position. 

As  yet  the  enemy  has  developed  no  plan  of  attack,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  he  will  rest  sutiijficd  in  keeping  our  troops  in  and  close  around  Jackson- 
ville. You  know  how  hard  the  enemy  is  pressed  for  eupplies,  and  his  force  in 
front  of  Jacksonville  enables  him  to  drive  cattle,  &c.,  to  the  confederate  forces 
in  other  parts. 

Great  activity  has  been  shown  here  in  erecting  earthworks,  &c.,  and  I  am 
confident  that  an  attack  on  the  forces  now  here  would  be  handsomely  repulsed. 

We  cannot  get  from  the  gunboats  a  cross-fire,  but  we  can  get  an  admirable 
flank  fire.  The  rebels  were  at  •*  Three-Mile  Branch,"  and  the  artillery  duel  on 
the  1st  instant  took  place  from  three  to  four  miles  from  Jacksonville. 

I  sent  an  expedition  last  night  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Thomas 
Hoore,  of  this  ship,  to  Mandarin,  distant  fifteen  miles  up  the  St.  John's,  for  the 
purpose  of  capturing  a  man  named  Jones.    Mr.  Moore  was  successful,  and  I 
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now  have  Jones  on  board  the  Pawnee.  My  reasons  for  taking  him  are,  that  he 
has  been  employed  by  General  Finnegan  in  transporting  stores,  troops.  See. 
He  is  owner  of  a  sloop,  capable,  I  am  infbrmed,  of  carrying  a  company  of  men, 
and  that  he  has  been  inimical  to  the  Union  people  at  Mandarin ;  in  fact,  I 
received  yesterday  information  that  this  sloop  was  to  be  used  to-night,  or  in  a 
few  days,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  troops  across  to  Mandarin  to  make 
a  raid.  I  have,  therefore,  as  a  first  step,  taken  Mr.  J[ones,  and,  if  I  can,  will 
get  his  sloop. 

That  the  raid  may  be  stopped,  I  have  just  sent  (9.30  p.  m.)  the  Colnmbiney 
with  a  force  detailed  from  this  ship,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  J.  W. 
Philip,  up  the  St.  John's  river,  with  directions  to  capture  the  raiders  should  the 
attempt  be  made  to  cross. 

Re-enforcements  are  coming  in,  and  some  ten  pieces  of  artillery  arrived  to-day. 

The  Dai-Ching  will  leave  in  the  morning  if  the  tide  serves. 

The  Norwich  is  now  at  Yellow  Bluff,  and  I  shall  .send  her  down  to  Mayport 
to  look  out  for  our  interests  there ;  there  are  a  number  of  refugees  which  nave 
to  be  cared  for. 

I  am  happy  to  report  all  well  on  the  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  B.  BALCH, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B,  Squadron,  off  Charleiton,  S,  C. 

Forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department,  by. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  pro  tern. 


ENGAGEMENT  AT  PILATKA. 


Umtbd  States  Stbambr  Ottawa, 
SL  John's  River,  off  Pilatka,  March  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  this  afternoon,  at  1.35» 
heard  firing  at  the  front ;  rebels  advancing,  and  driving  the  pickets  before  them 
At  1.40  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  beat  to  quarters.  At  1.45  commenced  shelling 
the  woods  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  and  back  of  the  town,  with  the 
150-pounder  and  30-pounder  rifio  Parrott  guns,  at  the  same  time  dropping  down 
the  river  to  get  an  enfilading  fire.  At  2.15  ceased  firing  by  reqneet  from  Bhoxe, 
as  the  enemy  were  retreating. 

At  2.25  moored  ship,  head  and  stem,  in  position  to  continue  the  aetion  if 
necessary. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  efforts  of  this  vessel  were  appreciated  by  die 
commanding  ofiicer  on  shore.  It  appears  that  there  was  no  one  injnred  on  our 
side;  the  attacking  force  in  the  advance  was  not  more  than  three  hundred 
cavalry,  I  believe.  I  regret  to  say  that  two  of  the  30-pounder  shell  miBcarriedt 
one  tumbling  over  and  falhng  short,  and  the  other  exploding  before  reaching 
its  proper  destination.  Fifteen  shell  were  fired  altogether.  The  loM  of  the 
enemy  is  not  known.  I  presume  the  Columbine  and  her  prizes  have  arrired  «t 
Jacksonville  ere  this,  as  tliey  left  here  at  12.30  this  afternoon.  I  wonld  bq;  to 
remind  you  that  this  vessel  is  very  much  in  want  of  coal. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LIVINGSTON  BREE8E, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Commander  Gf.orqb  B.  Balch, 

Senior  Officer,  Commanding  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 
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WHOLESOME  DREAD  OP  THE  GUNBOATS. 

[Extract.] 

United  Staths  Stbam-Sloop  Pawnkb, 
OJ  Mayport  Mills,  Si.  John's  River,  March  24,  1864. 

Commodore  :  The  Ottawa  still  remains  at  Pilatka,  and,  I  am  pleased  to  state, 
ffires  increased  confidence  to  the  forces  stationed  at  that  place.  I  have  been  in- 
formed many  times  that  the  people  in  these  parts  have  a  wholesome  dread  of 
ganboats.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  well  under  my  command,  and  thai 
the  most  satisfactory  relations  exist  between  the  commanding  general  and  my- 
self. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH. 
Commander  and  Senim"  Officer  present. 
Commodore  S.  0.  Rowan, 

Com'dg  S,  A,B.  Squadron,  Flag-ship  Nevr Ironsides,  off'  Charleston,  S.  CL 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department,  by 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commodore,  ComTnanding  S.  A.  Blockading  Squadron,  ad  int. 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  ST.  JOHN'S  RIVER. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  Jaeksonville,  Florida,  May  10,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commmnica- 
tion  of  the  6th  instant,  by  the  Columbine,  which  arrived  at  10  p.  m.  last  evening. 

In  compliance  with  your  directions  to  report  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  river^  1 
have  respectfully  to  state,  that  there  seems  to  be  no  movement  of  great  iraportanee 
by  the  rebels  against  our  troops  in  this  vicinity.  From  the  latest  informatioo 
we  have,  I  believe  the  force  in  ftouX  of  Jacksonville  does  noi  exceed,  at  most, 
three  thousand  men. 

Greneral  Gordon  arrived  yesterday,  and  has  assumed  command  of  the  district 
of  Florida.  I  bog  leave  to  state,  that  I  have  referred  to  him  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  naval  force  can  be  reduced  on  the  St.  John's ;  his  reply  was,  thai 
at  present  it  could  not  be,  and  in  view  of  the  long  line  of  river  to  be  kept  open, 
I  cannot  but  concur  in  the  opinion  of  General  Grordon. 

Our  forces  occupy  Picolata,  and  the  rebels  are  exceedingly  active  in  putting 
down  torpedoes,  even  notwithstanding  the  vigilance  which  has  been  exercised ; 
and  I  regret  to  report,  that  this  morning  the  steamer  Harriet  A.  Weed  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  explosion  of  two  torpedoes  whilst  on  her  way  to  the  bar,  and 
following  the  transport  Boston.  The  Mahaska's  picket  boat  was  quickly  at  the 
^wreck,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  saved,  as  the  steamer  sunk  in  less  than  one 
minute.  There  were  five  killed  and  two  badly  wounded.  From  an  inspection 
of  one  of  the  covers  of  the  torpedo.  I  am  led  to  the  belief  that  this  torpedo  is  of 
the  plungor  pattern,  such  as  were  used  in  the  Stono. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  report,  that  General  Biniey,  late  in  command  of  this  dis- 
trict, having  received  information  that  four  hundred  rebel  cavalry  had  crossed  at 
Fort  Gates,  formed  an  expedition,  which  he  accompanied,  for  the  purpose  of 
capturing  this  force.  He  did  not,  however,  succeed  in  meeting  with  the  enemy, 
but  has  gotten  a  large  number  of  cattle,  some  cotton,  turpentine,  &;c 
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Being  short  of  provisioiiB  near  Lake  Haraey,  he  asked  for  assistance  of  the 
Sumter,  (a  small  prize  steamer,)  to  transport  supplies  to  him  from  Jackson- 
ville. I  sent  the  Sumter  in  company  of  the  Weed,  the  latter  vessel  not  being 
able  to  go  up  the  river  high  enough  to  land  the  supplies.  The  Sumter  haa  not 
returned,  but  I  hope  she  will  be  down  to-night  or  to-morrow. 

Being  exceedingly  short  of  coal  and  having  borrowed  several  times  of  the 
army,  I  was  compelled  to  send  the  Unadilla  to  Femandina  to  fill  up,  and  I 
regret  to  report,  that  in  crossing  the  bar  she  broke  the  extension  shoe,  and  I  am 
in  receipt  of  communications  which  lead  me  to  fear  she  will  have  to  go  to  Port 
Boyal  for  repairs.  I  regret  this  accident,  and  will  endeavor  to  run  over  to  Fer- 
nandina  and  see  if  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  her  to  go  to  Port  Royal,  though 
I  fear  it  is.     The  army  is  short,  very  short  of  coal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present. 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  S,  C, 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department. 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 

ReaT'AdnUraL 


EXPEDITION  TO  CAPTURE  FOUR  HUNDRED  REBEL  CAVALRY. 

United  States  Steamer  Pawnee, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Florida.,  April  30,  1864. 

Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  S.  L.  Brcese,  commanding  the  Ottawa,  relating  to  an  expedition 
sent  up  the  St.  John's  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  a  rebel  force  of  400  cavalry, 
reported  to  have  crossed  near  Fort  Gates,  to  the  east  side  of  the  St  John's,  their 
design  being  to  make  a  raid  towards  St.  Augustine,  and  also  to  strip  the  Union 
people  on  that  side  of  the  river. 

General  Birnej  applied  for  any  support  that  I  could  give ;  and  orders  were 
sent  up  for  the  Ottawa  to  convey  the  troops,  and  giv^e  every  assistance  to  the 
troops,  as  also  to  Union  people  along  the  nver.  The  Pawnee's  launch,  under 
Acting  Master  Champion,  of  this  ship,  was  also  detailed  to  accompany  the 
troops. 

The  steamers  and  my  launch  have  returned,  leaving  the  troops  under  General 
Birncy  on  the  cast  side  of  the  St.  John's.  Picolata  is  the  point  selected  by 
General  Biniey  to  embark  again,  where  he  will  find  the  steamers  ready  for  him, 
I  supposes  and  will  be  conveyed  to  this  place  by  the  gunboats. 

I  desire  to  express  my  satisfaction  at  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
my  orders  were  carried  out  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese,  of  the  Ottawm, 
and  also  by  Acting  Master  J.  C.  Champion,  of  the  Pawnee. 

I  have  always  found  the  Ottawa  ready  for  service,  and  the  service  demanded 
of  her  well  performed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  preseml. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Bowan, 

Commanding  S,  A,  B,  Squadron, 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  department. 

J.  A.  DAHLGBEN, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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CAPTURE  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  BOATS,  &a 

United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
Off  Picolafa,  Florida,  April  28,  1864. 

Sl8  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your  instmctions  of 
the  26th  instant,  I  convoyed  in  this  vessel  the  steamers  Mary  Benton  and  Har- 
riet A.  Weeds  as  far  as  Dunn's  creek,  where  General  Bimej  came  on  hoard, 
mnd  after  a  consultation  concluded  that  I  had  better  return  to  Pilatka,  as  there 
was  not  water  enough  for  me  to  proceed  as  far  as  Fort  Bates.  After  lending 
him  the  assistant  surgeon,  the  pilot  of  this  vessel,  and  supplying  Mr.  Champion 
with  three  days'  rations  for  his  men,  I  turned  about  and  anchored  off  Pilatka. 
After  anchoring,  I  fired  three  150-pounder  shells  in  the  direction  of  Old  Gamp 
Gall,  at  the  general's  request.  Pilatka  is  deserted,  though  I  was  told  that 
Dickinson  has  about  thirty  men  encamped  there. 

At  11  a.  m.  to-day  the  steamers  returned  to  Pilatka,  not  having  gone  further 
than  Weleska,  where  the  troops  disembarked  to  proceed  by  land  to  Picolata — 
the  steamers  to  meet  them  there. 

On  my  way  up  the  Pawnee's  launch  captured  a  sloop  boat  of  about  ten  tons. 
Just  above  the  flats  she  saw  us  coming,  ana  was  run  into  the  bank,  and  attempted 
to  be  concealed  by  throwing  brush  over  her ;  the  crew  had  abandoned  her. 

Enclosed  are  two  letters  taken  from  her.  With  your  permission  I  will  retain 
her  for  a  picket  boat. 

Before  leaving  Pilatka  I  destroyed  the  scow  left  by  Golonel  Barton,  and 
the  Pawnee's  launch  destroyed  two  boats  and  brought  off  one. 

From  what  I  can  learn,  there  never  were  more  than  four  hundred  men  in  our 
front  when  the  town  was  occupied.  My  men  landed  and  were  not  disturbed. 
No  hostile  demonstration  was  made  either  in  going  or  returning;  I  saw  no 
troops.  Dickinson  was  in  Pilatka  day  before  yesterday ;  so  his  raid  with  four 
honored  men  was  a  mistake. 

Very  reppectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LIVINGSTON  BREESE,^ 
Lieutenant  Commander  United  States  Navy, 

Commander  George  B.  B a lch. 

Commanding  St,  John^s  River  Flotilla,  Jacksonville ^  Florida, 


ENGAGEMENT  AT  MAYPORT  MILLS. 

United  States  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  Mayport  Mills,  Florida,  March  20,  1864. 

Commodore  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  communication  of  the  26th 
instant  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese,  of  the  Ottawa,  for  your  informa- 
tion. The  Ottawa  is  rendering  good  service  off  Pilatka,  in  co-operating  with 
our  forces  t<tationcd  at  that  place.  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  that 
about  three  hundred  cavalry  yesterday  attacked  and  drove  in  our  pickets  to 
the  intrenchments,  and  you  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Bropso,  that  there  are  reports  of  a  force  of  5,000  men  being  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pilatka.  The  Ottawa  opened  fire  yesterday,  but  I  have  not  yet 
received  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese  in  relation  to  the  attack ; 
when  I  do,  which  will  probably  be  by  next  boat,  I  will  promptly  forward  it 
for  your  information.  I  deem  it  proper  to  report  that  I  had  a  conversation  to- 
day with  General  Gillmore,  who  seemed  anxious  that  an  addition  should  be 
made  to  the  naval  force  on  this  river,  and  in  view  of  the  large  force  believed  to 
be  concentniting  in  the  vicinity  of  Pilatka,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  an  addition 
of  at  least  one  light-draught  gunboat  be  sent  here.    When  the  Pawnee  leaves, 
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which  she  will  if  possible  on  the  next  spring  tideSi  saj  the  Gth  or  7th  April, 
there  will  be  onlj  the  Mahaska  and  Norwich  off  Jacksonville,  and  the  Ottawa 
off  Pilatka. 

Knowing  the  many  demands  for  the  services  of  all  the  vessels  of  the  fleet,  it 
is  with  reluctance  that  I  ask  for  another  vessel ;  bat  I  feel  it  mj  duty  to  call 
attention  to  the  state  of  affairs  here,  that  you  may  take  such  steps  as  in  your 
judgment  the  necessity  of  the  case  requires. 

The  defences  at  Pilatka  are  said  to  be  quite  strong,  though  I  have  thought,  from 
an  inspection  of  the  approaches  to  that  place,  that  it  was  not  easily  defended. 
General  Seymour,  with  whom  I  had  frequent  conferences,  differs  with  me  in 
opinion,  and  believes  that  it  can  successfully  resist  an  attack  from  10,000  men. 
The  defences  of  Jacksonville  are  strong,  and  I  have  but  little  fear  of  an  attack 
here.  The  Mahaska  anchored  so  as  to  protect  the  left  flank,  taking  the  position 
held  by  the  Pawnee,  and  the  Norwich  protects  the  right  flank,  having  taken 
the  Mahaska's  position.  The  left  flank  we  think  the  key  to  the  position,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  of  our  being  able  to  successfully  repulse  any  attack. 

Should  you  deem  it  necessary  to  send  a  gunboat  to  the  St.  John's,  I  respect- 
fully suggest  a  light  draught,  as  it  is  impossible  for  even  the  Ottawa  to  get  up  to 
Pilatka  without  she  is  towed  across  the  flats  near  Orange  mills. 

General  Seymour  has  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  distriet  of 
Florida,  and  General  Hatch  has  assumed  command.  I  have  expressed  my 
readiness  to  co-operate  in  every  way  in  my  power. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B,  Squadron, 

Flag-ship  New  Ironsides,  of  Charleston,  8.  C. 

The  Unadilla  has  been  despatched  to  the  St.  John's,  as  requested  by  General 
Gillmore. 

Respectfully, 

S.  C.  BO  WAN,  Commodore. 


EXPEDITION  TO  DUNN'S  CREEK. 

United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Pilatka,  Florida,  March  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  24th  instant  I  embarked 
on  board  this  vessel  thirty-six  (36)  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Nichols  and  Lieutenant  Tantrum,  of  the  48th  New  York  volunteers,  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  them  up  the  river  as  far  as  Dunn's  creek.  Thev  were 
not  prepared  to  start  until  dark,  when  I  commenced  steaming  for  the  aestina- 
tion,  but  the  pilot  making  a  mistake,  the  vessel  grounded  before  we  had  gone  a 
mile.  All  exertions  were  made  to  get  her  afloat  at  once,  but  failed ;  she  did  not 
float  again  until  near  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  it  was  too  late  to  proceed. 
I  anchored  off  Pilatka  until  half  past  two  p.  m.  yesterday,  when  I  got  under 
way  and  proceeded  to  the  creek.  I  then  embarked  the  men  (41  in  all,  3 
guides)  in  our  launch,  and  1st  and  2d  cutters.  The  command  then  set  off  up  the 
creek  in  onr  boats.  I  returned  to  my  position  off  Pilatka.  I  gave  my  boats 
at  the  request  of  Colonel  Barton,  who  represented  tome  the  necessity  for  having 
them.  They  returned  tliis  aftei-noon  without  accomplishing  the  object  intended; 
none  of  my  crew  went.    I  have  supplied  the  army  with  the  necessary  signals 
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ibr  day  and  night  The  deserters  who  come  in  represent  the  rebels  as  being 
5.000  strong  some  14  miles  from  here,  and  contemplate  making  an  attack  soon. 
We  are  prepared  for  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LIVINGSTON  BREESE. 
Lieutenant  Commander  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  O.  6.  Balch, 

Senior  Oficer,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 


MAPLE  LEAF  BLOWN  UP  BY  A  TORPEDO. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee, 
Off  May  port  Mills,  Florida,  April  1,  1864. 

Commodore  :  I  have  jnst  received  information  that  the  transport  Maple  Leaf 
was  blown  up  by  a  torpedo  when  she  was  off  Mandarin,  distant  fifteen  miles 
above  Jacksonville. 

The  Maple  Leaf  was  on  her  way  down  the  St.  John's  from  Pilatka,  and  my 
informant  states  that  her  bow  was  blown  off. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALOII, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  S.  A,  B,  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  S,  C 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Navy  Department. 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commodore^  Commanding  S,  A,  B,  Squadron  ad  interim. 


CORRESPONDENCE   BETWEEN   COMMODORE  ROWAN   AND  GENERAL 

GILLMORE. 

Flag-Ship  New  Ironsides, 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  April  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  copy  of  an 
official  communication  this  a.  m.  received  from  Major  General  Gillmore,  com- 
manding Department  of  the  South,  and  would  respectftilly  state  that  agreeably 
to  the  request  of  the  commanding  general,  I  have  detailed  the  Unadilla  for  the 
specified  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commodore,  Comm'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron  ad  interim. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  31,  1864. 

Sf  R :  I  returned  from  Jacksonville  and  Pilatka  this  momining,  and  in  view  of 
the  condition  of  affairs  there,  I  respectfully  request  that  another  gunboat  may,  if 
possible,  be  added  to  the  force  in  St.  John  s  river.     Captain  Balcli  entertains  the 
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same  views  that  I  do  on  this  sabject,  and  desires  me  to  say  that  a  boat  drawing 
not  over  8^  feet  of  water  would  be  preferable.    It  is  not  probable  that  the  ad- 
ditional boat  will  be  wanted  these  many  weeks. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 
Major  General  Commanding, 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron^  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Flag-Ship  New  Ironsidb^, 
r  OJ  Morris  Island,  8.  C.»  April  2,  1864. 

Gbxeral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  by  the  hands  of  your  aide-de-camp.  Captain  Bragg. 

I  shall  comply  with  your  wishes  with  great  pleasure,  and  put  another  gun- 
boat in  the  St.  John's  river  as  soon  as  Commander  Reynolds  can  prepare  the 
Unadilla.  I  am  greatly  in  want  of  the  number  of  vessels  necessary  to  preserve 
the  blockade,  and  will  ask  you  to  do  me  the  favor  to  direct  the  general  command- 
ing the  department  of  the  St  John's  to  notify  Captain  Balch  when  the  vessel 
can  be  safely  withdrawn. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commodore,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

Major  General  Q.  A.  Gillmorb, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  South, 

Headquarters,  Hdton  Head^  8,  C. 


LETTER  OF  THANKS  FROM  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  G.  P.  HATCH. 

[General  Orders,  No.  19.  ] 

Hbadquarturs  District  of  Florida, 
Department  of  the  South,  Jacksonville,  Florida,  April  4,  18 

The  brigadier  general  commanding  announces  that  the  marine  ba       ^  i 
was  so  promptly  and  cheerfully  placed  on  the  line  of  our  intrench] 
they  were  first  thrown  up  in  the  vicinity  of  Jacksonville,  and  at  a 
was  much  needed,  has  been  ordered  on  board  the  sloop-of-war 

The  brigadier  general  commanding  takes  this  opportunity  to  rem 
to  Captain  G.  B.  Balch,  commanding  United  States  naval  forces  on  um 
river,  for  his  kindness,  and  to  Ensign  Augustus  £.  French,  and  the 
and  men  under  him,  for  their  valuable  services,  very  good  conduet 
of  excellent  discipline  throughout  their  intercourse  with  the  troo 
mand. 

By  order  of  Brigadier  General  G.  P.  Hatch. 

R.  M.  HALL. 
First  Lieutenant  1st  U,  8. 
Acting  Assistant  Adj 
Captain  G.  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces,  St.  John*s  river. 

Respectftdly  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  department,  as  i 
the  services  of  the  navy  and  the  officers  named  herein. 

8.  0. 
Commodore,  Commanding  S,  A.  B,  8^ 
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ATTACK  UPON  A  REBEL  BATTERY  OFF  PILATKA,  FLORIDA. 

United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 
OfPilatka,  Florida,  March  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  tlie  enemy  appeared  in  about  the  same 
force  as  on  the  occasion  of  mj  former  report,  this  auemoon,  and  drove  in  the 
pickets.  The  batteries  opened  fire  on  shore,  and  I  opened  from  this  vessel  with 
the  30-pounder  and  200-pounder,  firing  one  shell  from  the  latter  and  nine  from 
the  former,  when  the  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing,  the  enemy  having  retired. 
The  vessel  was  under  way  during  the  firing.  Nobody  hurt. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LIVINGSTON  BREESE, 
Lieutenant  Commander  United  States  Navy* 

Commander  Geo.  6.  Balch, 

Comm*dg  St.  JoJin's  Ricer  Flotilla,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 


EVACUATION  OF  PILATKA.  FLORIDA. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Florida,  April  16,  1864. 

Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  our  troops  evacuated  Pilatka 
on  the  14th  instant,  and  are  now  embarked  on  transports,  and  will  go  north  im- 
mediately, reports  say,  to  join  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 

I  have  witlidrawn  the  Ottawa  from  Pilatka,  where  you  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
she  has  rendered  very  good  service.  She  has  by  my  orders  taken  position  off 
Picolata,  a  place  forty-five  miles  above  Jacksonville,  where  some  two  regiments 
are  stationed.  Picolata  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  St.  John's,  and  from  this  point 
it  was  intended  to  scout  that  portion  of  the  State  between  the  St.  John's  and 
the  coast;  but  this  plan  may  he  modified  in  consequence  of  the  orders  lately 
receivefl  to  send  the  troops  north. 

The  Unadilla  and  Norwich  are  still  up  the  river,  and  assisted  in  convoymg 
the  troops. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Lewis,  of  the  Mahaska,  rendered  valuable  assistance 
also. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  present. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


NAVY  CO  OPERATION  WITH  THE  ARMY  AT  BULL'S  BAY. 

Report  of  Commodore  S»  C.  Rowan. 

Flag-Ship  Xbw  Ironsides, 
OJ  Morns  Inland,  S.  C„  March  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  request  of  Major  General  Gillmore  (copy  of  which 
18  enclosed)  1  sent  a  naval  force,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Joseph  F. 
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Green,  to  co-operate  with  the  armj  at  BulFs  bay.    The  object  of  the  expedition 
was  a  diversion. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  Captain  Green's  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  0.  ROWAN, 
Captain,  C^m^dg  S.  A.  B.  Sguadron,  pro  tent. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Joseph  F,  Green. 

United  States  Steam  Sloop  Ganandaigua, 
Off  BnlPs  Bay  Light-house,  S.  C,  Man:h  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  instmctions,  all 
the  vessels  of  the  ontside  blockade  off  Charleston,  excepting  the  Wabash,  ren- 
dezvoused off  Bull's  Bay  light-house  at  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
instant.  Seven  army  transports  arrived  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon  and  im- 
mediately proceeded  in  over  the  bar,  which  had  previously  been  bnoyed,  pre- 
ceded by  three  gunboats. 

Bull's  island  was  found  apparently  unoccupied.  Colonel  Gumey,  command- 
ing the  army  part  of  the  expedition,  immediately  landed  a  portion  of  hie  force* 
which  remained  on  shore  until  yesterday  moniiog,  when,  having  accomplished 
his  object,  he  re-embarked  his  troops  and  the  expedition  left  tuis  morning  to 
return. 

I  took  my  departure  for  Port  Royal,  having  ordered  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  respective  vessels  to  resume  their  stations  off  Charleston,  and  directiiig 
Commander  Williamson  to  report  their  arrival  to  Captain  DeCamp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GEEEN. 
Captain,  and  Senior  Officer  present. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadron,  iff  Morris  Idand,  S.  (7. 


Requisition  from  Major  General  Q.  A,  Gittmore. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Socth, 

Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  March  7,  1864. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  directed  General  Terry,  commander  on  Folly  and  Morris 
islands,  to  make  a  demonstration  or  display  of  force  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  for  a  day  or  two,  and  have  to  request  that,  if  not  inconsistent  with 
tbe  interests  of  the  service  confided  to  you,  you  will  render  him  such  dataI 
assistance  as  he  may  request. 

Very  respectfidlv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  A.  GILLMORE, 

Major  GenertU  Commamdimg, 
Commodore  Rowa.x, 

Commanding  L\  &  Xatal  Forces  before  CharieUam. 
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ATTEMPT    OF    A    TORPEDO    "DAVID"    TO    BLOW    UP   THE    UNITED    STATES 

STEAMEB  MEMPHIS. 

Report  of  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Flag-Ship  New  Ironsides, 
Of  Morris  Hand,  March  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  1  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Acting  Master  R.  0.  Patter- 
son, commanding  United  States  steamer  Memphis,  giving  the  particulars  of  an 
attempt  made  by  the  enemy  to  blow  up  that  vessel  by  a  torpedo  "  David." 
The  presumption  is,  that  on  the  second  attack  made  by  the  "  David,"  the  pro- 
peller (just  then  put  in  motion)  struck  the  torpedo  bearer  and  broke  it  off,  and 
possibly  disabled  the  "  David." 

I  have  directed  out-riggers,  &c.  to  guard  against  a  repetition  of  the  attack. 
The  commander  of  the  Acacia  reports  having  seen  a  torpedo-boat  on  the 
night  of  the  11th  instant,  while  cruising  off  Rattlesnake  shoal,  but  lost  sight  of 
it  immediately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Captain^  ConCdg  S.  A,  B,  S^adron,  pro  tern. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/,  Washington t  D.  C, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  R,  O,  Patterson, 

United  States  Steamer  Memphis, 
t^orth  Edisto  River,  S,  C,  March  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  by  the 
rebels  to  blow  up  this  ship,  but  am  happy  to  state  did  not  succeed. 

A  1  a.  m.  a  torpedo-boat  was  discovered  about  fifty  yards  distant,  approach- 
ing us  rapidly  on  the  port  quarter  from  up  river.  We  immediately  beat  to 
quarters  and  slipped  the  chain ;  in  an  instant  the  torpedo  was  under  our  port 
quarter  and  we  could  not  bring  a  gun  to  bear  on  her.  The  watch  being 
armed  at  the  time,  we  were  enabled  to  concentrate  a  rapid  fire  with  muskets, 
revolvers  and  pistols  down  upon  her,  and  into  what  looked  like  a  hatchway, 
nearly  in  the  centre ;  the  rapid  firing  seemed  to  stop  her  progress,  and  dropping 
about  twelve  feet  astern,  in  an  instant  she  darted  ahead  again,  and  at  the  same 
time  we  rang  to  go  ahead,  and  our  propeller,  I  think,  must  have  caught  and 
broke  some  of  her  gear,  as  she  appeared  to^be  disabled  and  drifted  up  river ;  m 
a  few  moments  they  showed  a  light,  at  which  we  fired  a  12-pound  rifle  shot; 
she  then  disappeared,  and  an  armed  boat  was  immediately  despatched  to  search 
for  and  capture  her  if  possible,  but  returned  without  success.  This  torpedo- 
boat  was  about  twenty-five  feet  long,  painted  lead  color,  and  in  appearance  was 
like  a  ship's  boat  in  the  water,  bottom  up. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  0.  PATTERSON, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Co7nmanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadron, 

.    20  N 
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EXPEDrnON  FOR  THE  CAPTURE  OF  THE  LITTLE  ADA. 

United  States  Steamer  Winona, 
Off  Suwanee  Hiver,  S.  C,  March  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  lu  obe(li(?ncc  to  your  order  of  the  2l8t  instant,  directing  as  to  proceed 
off  the  Santce  river  and  to  prevent  the  steamer  loading  at  McClellanville  from 
^oing  to  sea,  and  to  u^e  sucli  efforts  to  capture  said  steamer  as  might  best  meet 
that  end  consistent  with  safety,  I  have  to  report  that  I  left  Charleston  harbor 
in  this  vessel  on  the  rooming  of  the  23d  instant,  and  arrived  off  the  Santee  at 
5.30  p.  m.  of  the  same  day.     After  making  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  north 
and  south  mouths  of  the  Santee,  I  decided  that  there  must  be  the  deepest  water 
in  the  latter,  and  anchored  this  vessel  as  near  there  as  was  prudent.     At  sunset 
I  started  a  boat  expedition  in  command  of  Acting  Master  E.  H.  Sheffield,  exec- 
utive oiUcer  of  this  vessel,  consisting  of  the  gig,  second  and  third  cutters,  Acting 
Knsign  Willijmi  McKendry  in  charge  of  one  cutter,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Jj.  A.  Cornthwaite  in  charge  of  tlie  other,  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
W.  J.  Barrington,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little,  and  twenty-one  of 
the  crew.     I  gave  Mr.  Sheffield  orders  to  proceed  up  the  Santee,  and  if  he  dis- 
covered the  steamer  Ada  to  either  destroy  her  or  bring  her  out.     At  4  a.  m.,  on 
the  24th,  the  expedition  returned,  Mr.  Sheffield  reporting  that  he  went   12 
miles  up  the  river,  passed  a  village  1 1  miles  up  on  the  right  bank,  two  wharves 
and  several  warehouses,  hut  saw  no  vessel.     The  party  was  not  discovered. 
At  11  n.  iu.  communicated  with  the   United  States  steamer  Paul  Jones.     I 
learned  from  her  pilot  (a  colored  man  and  familiar  with  the  country)  that  Mc- 
Clellanville is  a  small  village  on  a  salt  water  creek  that  makes  into  the  sea  js«t 
to  the  northward  of  ("ape  Itoman,  about  eight  miles  distant.     I  started  for  the 
above-mentioned  creek  at  4  p.  m.  and  anchored  the  Winona  in  sixteen  feet  of 
water  near  there  at !)  o'clock.     I  again  started  the  expedition  with  the  same 
officers  and  men,  having  learned  that  the  country  on  either  side  of  the  creek, 
up  to  the  village,  was  nothing  but  a  marsh.     I  ordered  the  offic-er  in  command 
to  so  time  it  as  to  arrive  there  on  the  commencement  of  the  ebb  tide,  and  to  re- 
connoitre the  iirst  iinn  ground  well  before  proceeding  further.     At  6  o'clock 
p.  m.  the  expedition  returned.     Acting  Master  Sheffield  reports  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  many  bayous  making  into  the 
CHH'k,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  kept  in  it — in  fact,  several  times  he 
lost  his  way.     At  6  a.  ni.  this  morning  he  discovered  the  village  and  a  steamer 
lying  at  anchor  off  the  bank,  it  being  by  that  time  broad  daylight,  and  being 
fearful  that  he  had  been  discovered,  he  determined  to  attempt  the  capture  of 
the  steamer.     The  boats  got  within  a  few  hundred  yards  before  they  were  per- 
ceived by  the  enemy.     At  this  time  a  large  number  of  men  were  seen  niehing 
about  the  steamer's  deck,  and  a  boat  was  lowered  immediately  after.     The  gig 
and  second  cutter  boarded  her  on  the  port  side,  the  third  cutter  running  across 
her  bow,  intercepting  a  boat  which  had  the  captain  in  her,  and  forcing  him  to 
return  on  board.     The  surprise  was  complete,  and  in  live  minutes  the  captain 
and  crew  were  disarmed  and  below  decks,  with  a  sentry  at  each  hatch.     T  here 
being  no  indications  of  a  battery,  Mr.  Ikirrington  at  once  started  fires ;  the 
chain  was  hove  short,  but  she  was  so  fastened  with  stem  moorings  that  the 
chain  could  not  be  slipped,  and  they  proceeded  at  once  to  cut  it  with  cold 
chisels.     Soon  after  a  masked  battery  of  three  rided  guns  (supposed  to  be  about 
12-pounders)  opened  on  the  steamer  at  short  range,  the  shot  striking  about 
amidships,  going  iu  one  side  and  out  of  the  other,  one  shot  penetrating  the 
steam  drum  and  another  the  boilers,  destroying  tubes,  &c. ;  in  fact,  they  had 
the  range  so  perfectly  that  their  shot  completely  riddled  her ;  they  were  evi- 
dently prepared  for  an  attack,  as  they  had  a  target  placed  ah^d  mud  one 
astern  of  her,  and  were  determined  to  disable  her  in  case  she  was  boarded.    At 
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this  time  it  was  broad  dajligbt,  and  as  by  remaining  longer  tbere  would  bave 
been  ereat  danger  of  having  the  boats  sunk,  Mr.  Sheffield  had  all  the  arms 
passea  into  them  and  reluctantly  withdrew,  feeling  assured 'that  the  capture  of 
our  small  force  would  have  been  the  result  had  he  not  done  so.  The  steamer 
proved  to  be  iron,  with  scarcely  any  wood-work  about  her ;  what  little  there 
was  of  an  inflammable  nature  about  the  vessel  was  wet,  as  it  was  raining  heavily 
at  the  time.  In  consideration  of  this  and  the  fact  that  there  was  no  cargo  on 
board,  it  was  deemed  best  not  to  attempt  to  fire  her ;  in  fact  to  have  remained 
five  minutes  longer  would  have  imperilled  the  lives  of  the  whole  party,  the 
enemy's  fire  being  so  severe.  The  steamer  is  not  the  Ada,  as  supposed,  but 
the  Little  Ada,  of  Glasgow,  commanded  by  a  Baltimorean  named  Martin.  He 
remarked  to  our  officers  that  they  had  done  their  work  well,  and  asked  only  to 
be  treated  as  a  gentleman  and  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  No  sooner  did  the  boats 
leave,  however,  than  this  same  man  opened  a  fire  on  them  from  a  small  Whit- 
worth  gun  which  the  Little  Ada  had  mounted  on  her  deck,  and  this  fire  was 
kept  op  some  time  after  the  batteries  had  ceased  theirs,  shrapnell  bursting  near 
the  boats  when  they  were  a  long  distance  off. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men,  with 
but  one  exception,  Charles  M.  Muldoon,  an  ordinary  seaman,  an  Englishman, 
and  a  man  of  no  character,  who  deserted  to  the  enemy.  Although  there  was 
an  abundance  of  liquor  on  board,  and  it  was  ofifered  freely  to  the  men,  not  one 
would  take  it,  though  they  were  cold  and  wet  at  the  time.  I  was  compelled 
by  necessity  to  include  five  colored  men  in  the  party,  and  they  behaved  ad- 
mirably under  fire. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  recommend  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Navy  Department  Acting  Master  E.  H.  Sheffield,  Acting  Ensign  William  Mc- 
Kendry,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  L.  A.  Cornthwaite.  Acting  Ensign  Wil- 
liam McKendry  applied  some  time  since  for  an  appointment,  and  I  think  he 
has  well  earned  promotion.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Charles  Little  and 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  J.  Barrington  also  deserve  much  credit 
for  their  coolness  and  zeal. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WEAVER, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 

Com.  Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Com*dg  S,  A,  B.  Squadroiiy  Flag-Ship  New  Ironsides,  Charleston  harhor. 

Respectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  department. 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commodore,  Com^dg  6'.  A.  B.  Squadron  ad  int. 


RECONNOISSANCE  UP  CHICKISEE  AND  COLLETON  RIVEBS. 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E.  Stone. 

United  States  Steamer  Chippewa, 

Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  March  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  previous  arrangement  I  got  under  way  this  morning 
having  on  board  one  hundred  men  from  the  85th  Pennsylvania  regiment,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Howell,  and  proceeded  on  a  reconnoissance,  in  company 
with  the  picket  tug-boat  Thomas  Foulkes,  up  Chickisee  and  Colleton  rivers. 
At  the  mouth  of  the  Colleton  river  a  few  men  were  landed  to  search  the  houses 
on  one  of  the  Seabrook  plantations ;  after  leaving  which,  and  while  proceeding 


308       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

up  the  river,  wc  were  fired  upou  from  the  wooded  bank,  on  the  port  hand,  by 
the  enemy's  riflemen.  The  fire  was  immediately  returned  by  grape,  canister, 
and  shell,  and  I  regret  to  state  that  two  of  our  men  were  wounded ;  one 
slightly,  the  other  severely  in  the  arm.  We  found  no  obstructions  or  indica- 
tions of  batteries  as  far  as  we  went,  which  I  judged  to  have  been  about  ten 
miles.  Neither  did  we  see  more  than  twenty  men  in  one  body.  The  usual 
picket  and  signal  stations  were  seen  at  the  commanding  points. 

I  am  satisfied  that  there  are  no  obstmctions  in  Colleton  river,  except  at  points 
too  high  up  for  this  vessel  to  be  carried  with  safety  or  efficiency. 
Accompanying  please  find  surgeon's  report  of  wounded. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE, 
Lieuteriant  Commander  United  States  Navy, 
Captain  S.  C.  Rowan, 

CanCdg  S,  A.  B,  Sguadron  pro  tem.t  off  Charleston^  S,  C 


Casualties  on  hoard  the  Chippewa. 

United  States  Steamer  Chippewa, 

Port  Royal,  South  Carolina,  March  31,  1864 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  as  a  list  of  the  casualties  occurring  to-day 
in  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy  on  the  Chickisee  river,  viz : 

Michael  Gorman,  coal-heaver,  gun-shot  wound  in  left  arm,  very  slight;  Ed- 
ward Reeves,  first-class  boy,  (colored,)  gun-shot  wound  of  left  arm,  near  the 
shoulder,  passing  through  and  grazing  the  humerus,  making  quite  a  serious  flesh 
wound. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

H.  L.  GIBBS, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E.  Stone, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamer  Cliippewa, 


CAPTURE  OF  STEAMERS  GENERAL  SUMTER  AND  HATHE. 

Flag-Ship  New  Ironsidbs, 

Off  Morris  Island,  April  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  extract  from  a  communication  received  from  Com- 
mander Balch,  reporting  the  capture  of  the  prize  steamers  General  Sumter 
and  Hattie  Brock,  also  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions  to  Commander  Balch,  as 
to  the  temporary  disposition  of  these  vessels.  I  am  not  yet  in  poBsesBion  of  the 
detailed  reports  of  the  respective  captures,  which,  when  received,  will  be  for- 
warded for  the  information  of  the  department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  C.  ROWAN, 
Commodore,  Commanding  8,  A.  B.  Squadrm  md  int. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 
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Report  of  Commander  G,  B,  Balch. 

[  Extract.  ] 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee, 

Of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  March  23,  1864. 

Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place  of  the 
Golumhine  and  her  prize,  the  steamer  Sumter,  as  also  the  steamer  Hattie 
Brock,  captured  by  the  prize  steamer  Sumter,  armed  and  manned  by  a  detach- 
ment of  officers  and  men  from  the  Pawnee,  under  the  command  of  Acting 
Master  J.  C.  Champion  of  this  ship.  I  have  not,  as  yet,  received  a  detailed 
report  from  Mr.  Champion,  but  will  soon  do  so,  as  also  a  list  of  property  se- 
cturcd  by  the  expedition  sent  up  the  St.  John's.  I  may  mention,  however,  that 
130  bales  of  cotton  were  brought  down,  13j  barrels  of  turpentine,  and  some 
25  barrels  of  rosin,  also  raih*oad  iron,  &c. 

The  Hattie  Brock  is  valuable,  and  will  carry  some  200  or  300  bales  of  cotton, 
and  is  fitted  up  as  a  passenger  boat  and  has  a  fine  saloon.  She  has  been  em- 
ployed in  transporting  stores  down  the  St.  John's,  which  were  brought  over 
from  Smyrna,  doubtless  having  run  the  blockade. 

At  the  earliest  possible  moment  I  will  send  exact  lists  of  property  captured, 
and  I  very  respectually  ask  instructions  in  reference  to  the  two  prizes,  as  also 
in  relation  to  the  captured  property.  May  I  ask  that  you  will,  as  early  as  con- 
venient, give  me  instructions  as  to  how  I  shall  proceed  in  these  cases.  I  deem 
it  proper  to  state,  that  a  properly  constituted  court  exists  in  this  department  of 
Florida,  Judge  Frazcr,  who  has  lately  held  court  at  Key  West,  where  he  haa 
adjudicated  many  cases  of  prizes. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH, 
Commanding,  and  Senior  oficer  present. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadron,  off'  Charleston,  S.  C. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  PENNEMAN'S  MILL,  IN  ST.  ANDREW'S  SOUND,  GA. 

United  Statbs  Bark  Brazilibra, 

St.  Andrew* s  Sound,  Ga.,  April  14,  1864. 

Sib  :  On  the  night  of  the  7th  instant  I  took  the  guard-boat  up  the  Saltilla 
river,  and  destroyed  a  saw-mill  known  as  the  Penneman's  mill,  situated  27 
miles  from  the  sound.  The  building  was  used  as  a  picket  station,  and  was  at 
work  cutting  cross-pieces  for  a  railway.  We  landed  cautiously  and  effected 
oar  purpose.  After  exchanging  a  few  shots  with  the  rebels,  they  withdrew,  giv- 
ing 08  full  sway. 

Per  United  States  steamer  Oleander  I  send  to  Port  Royal  two  contrabands 
that  escaped  from  the  main  on  the  12th.     I  also  send  J.  J.  Hall,  seaman,  sent 
north  for  medical  treatment.     Received  per  United  States  steamer  Oleander  a  cir- 
cnlar  from  Navy  Department,  dated  March  6  ;  also  general  order  No.  30. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.T.GILLESPIE, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding. 
Commodore  J.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron  pro  fem., 

United  States  Steamer  New  Ironsides, 

off  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 
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JiAVY  AKD  ARMY  EXPEDITION  UP  THE  ST.  JOmTS,— CAPTURE  OF   COT- 
TON, &c. 

Report  of  Commodore  S.  C,  Rowan, 

Flag-Ship  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Morris  Island,  April  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  com- 
munication received  from  Commander  G.  B.  Balcb,  senior  officer  present  in  the 
St.  John's,  under  date  of  April  1,  enclosing  detailed  reports  of  Acting  Master 
J.  C.  Champion  of  the  Pawnee,  and  Acting  Ensign  F.  W.  Sanborn  of  the 
Columbine,  of  the  expedition  up  the  St.  John's,  together  with  invoices  of  cap- 
tures made  during  the  expedition,  and  list  of  prisoners  taken  from  the  steamer 
General  Sumter. 

Also  communication,  under  date  of  April  5,  from  Commander  Balch,  en- 
closing copy  of  his  letter  to  Brigadier  General  J.  P.  Hatch,  commanding  United 
States  forces  in  Florida,  together  with  the  reply  of  General  Hatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.C.ROWAN, 
Commodore  J  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron  ad  interim. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Commander  G.  B,  Batch. 

United  States  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  Mayport  Mills,  Florida,  April  1,  1S64. 

Commodore:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  the 
detailed  reports  of  Acting  Master  J.  C.  Champion  of  the  Pawnee,  and  Acting 
Ensign  F.  W.  Sanborn  of  the  Columbine;  as  also  invoices  of  articles  capturea 
during  the  expedition  up  the  St.  John's. 

The  indefatigable  labors  of  these  officers,  and  those  under  their  command, 
call  for  a  warm  acknowledgment  in  their  favor,  and  I  respectfully  beg  le%TC 
to  testify  my  appreciation  of  the  service  rendered  by  Acting  Master  J.  C.  Cham- 
pion and  Acting  Ensign  F.  W.  Sanborn,  as  alpo  Acting  Master's  Mate  T.  L. 
Fisher  and  W.  B.  Spencer.  Mr.  Alfred  Adamson,  2d  assistant  engineer  of  the 
Pawnee,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Price  of  the  same  vessel,  rendered  valnable  service  in 
working  the  engines  of  the  prizes ;  indeed  all  hands  did  well  and  succeeded  in 
penetrating  the  St.  John's  river  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles  above  Jackson- 
ville, bringing  away  two  steamers  and  some  ninety-three  bales  of  cotton,  and 
other  valuable  property. 

I  should  be  greatly  gratified  if  Acting  Master  J.  C.  Champion,  Acting  Mas- 
ter's Mate  Thomas  L.  Fisher  of  the  Pawnee,  and  Acting  Ensign  F.  W.  Sanborn 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  B.  Spencer  of  the  Columbine,  could  be  promoted 
one  grade,  respectively.  I  feel  well  assured  that  they  would  endeavor  to  merit 
consideration  in  the  future  for  such  promotion,  and  I  cheerfully  ask  for  it  for 
them,  but  entirely  without  their  solicitation. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

GEORGE  B.  BALOH, 
Commander  and  Senior  Offieer  preicmL 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S,  A,  B,  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  S.  €• 
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The  recommendation  contained  in  above  communication  approved,  and  for 
warded  for  the  consideration  of  the  department. 

S.C.ROWAN, 
Commodore,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron  ad  interim. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  J,  C  Champion. 

United  States  Prize  Steamer  Hattie, 

Off  Jacksonville,  March  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  9th  in- 
stant, I  proceeded  up  St.  John's  river  in  charge  of  the  Pawnee's  launch  in  tow 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Columbine,  having  under  my  command  Acting 
Master's  Mate  Thomas  L.  Fisher  and  twelve  men  as  volunteers,  Second  Assist- 
ant Engineer  Alfred  Adamson,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Arthur  Price,  and 
four  firemen.     On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  anchored  off  Pilatka ;  shortly 
after,  army  transports,  conveying  troops,  arrived  to  occupy  the  town.    Ascer- 
taining from  Colonel  Barton,  who  was  in  command,  that  the  services  of  the 
Columbine  and  launch  were  not  requisite  for  their  protection,  we  proceeded  up 
the  river  to  Buffalo  Bluff,  where  we  found  one  Hampton  Daniels,  who  kindly 
offered  to  guide  us  where  a  quantity  of  spirits  of  turpentine  and  rosin  were  hid- 
den.    Under  his  guidance  we  went  in  the  launch  up  the  Oclawaha  river  nearly 
five  miles,  then  up  a  creek  to  the  right  nearly  one  and  a  half  mile,  there  ob- 
taining thirteen  oarrels  of  turpentine  and  twenty-five  barrels  of  rosin.     As 
Colonel  Barton  expressed  a  wish  for  us  to  return  on  the  11th  to  Pilatka,  we 
did  80.    At  daylight  of  the  12th  instant  we  again  left  Pilatka,  and  proceeded 
up  the  river,  and  at  6.30  p.  m.  anchored  in  Great  Lake  George,  near  Drayton's 
iBland.     Seeing  a  suspicious  light  on  the  main  land,  we  went  in  the  launch  to 
aflcertain  the  cause  of  the  same ;  finding  nothing  unusual,  we  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  W.  P.  Rembert,  on  Drayton's  island,  to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of 
hlB  Bon,  whom  I  learned  was  in  the  rebel  service,  but  was  anxious  to  get  clear,  but 
did  not  succeed  in  finding  him.     At  10.30  p.  m.  returned  to  the  Columbine,  and 
found  that  during  my  absence  she  had  captured  the  river  steamer  Sumter  on 
her  passage  from  the  upper  lakes  to  the  Oclawaha  with  only  a  few  passengers. 
Transferred  the  passengers  and  crew  of  the  Sumter  (excepting  the  cook,  whom 
we  retained  as  guide)  to  the  Columbine.     I  then  assumed  command  of  the 
Sumter,  transferring  all  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  launch,  also  the  officers 
and  crew  under  my  command,  together  with  Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  B.Spen- 
cer, Acting  Third   Assistant  Engineer  Henry  Johnson  and  six  men  firom  the 
Columbine.     At  midnight  proceeded  up  Great  Lake  George  and  St.  John's 
river.     Owing  to  defective  machinery  and  want  of  wood  we  did  not  reach  Lake 
Monson  until  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant.     As  soon  as  we  could  see  the 
landmarks,  we  proceeded  across  the  lake  to  St.  John's  river,  and  followed  it  up 
to  Deep  creek,  where  we  found  the  steamer  Hattie.     At  4  p.  m.  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  Hattie,  giving  the  command  of  the  Sumter  to  Acting  Master' 
Mate  Spencer.     At  4.15  p.  m.,  with  the  Hattie  in  tow  of  the  Sumter,  we  pro- 
ceeded down  the  river,  the  engineers  and  men  of  their  department  in  the  mean- 
time overhauling  the  Hattie 's  engines  and  putting  them  in  working  order,  and 
were  obliged  to  make  wooden  valves  for  the  feed-pumps,  as  the  original  ones 
had  been  taken  away.     Stopped  at  Watson's  landing,  where  we  saw  cotton  on 
our  passage  up,  and  took  the  same  on  board  of  the  Hattie,  finding  it  stowed  in 
five  different  places  at  some  distance  apart.     At  10.30  p.  m.  proceeded  down 
the  river.     At  11.30  p.  m.  started  the  engines  of  the  Hattie,  and  found  them  to 
work  finely.     Owing  to  some  defect  in  the  Hattie's  rudder,  or  her  bad  steering 
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qualities,  we  were  obliged  to  be  towed  by  the  Sumter.  Notwithstanding  all 
precautions  we  could  not  keep  her  clear  of  the  overhanging  trees  in  this  very 
narrow  and  circuitous  river;  consequently  I  was  not  able  to  deliver  the  Hattic 
to  you  in  as  good  order  as  we  found  her.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  we 
were  joined  by  the  United  States  steamer  Columbine  (the  Columbine  Laving 
returned  to  Pilatka,  when  I  assumed  command  of  the  Sumter,  and  was  again 
sent  back  to  look  for  us)  at  the  head  of  Lake  Monroe.  The  three  steamers 
then  proceeded  to  the  wharf  at  Enterprise  to  procure  wood ;  while  there  we 
found  a  small  metallic  boat  belonging  to  the  Hattie,  which  we  took  possession 
of.  After  wooding,  all  steamed  out  in  the  centre  of  the  lake  and  anchored  for 
the  night,  having  brought  away  the  following  colored  persons:  three  females 
and  one  male  belonging  to  Mr.  Sanchez,  two  males  of  Gilead  Parsons,  one  male 
of  Captain  Brock,  and  one  female  of  John  Sinclair.  The  colored  man  of  Captain 
Brock  informed  Acting  Ensign  Sanborn,  commanding  the  Columbine,  where 
there  was  some  sugar  intended  for  the  rebel  army.  The  Columbine  returned 
for  the  sugar,  near  Enterprise,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  while  the  llattie, 
accompanied  by  the  Sumter,  proceeded  down  the  lake.  During  the  afternoon 
we  were  rejoined  by  the  Columbine  (she  having  obtained  some  sugar  and  de- 
stroyed all  but  one  of  the  kettles  where  it  was  manufactured)  and  taken  in  tow 
by  her.  At  8  a.  m.,  March  18,  stopped  at  Volusia  for  wood,  and  there  found  a 
cotton  gin,  grist-mill,  steam-engine,  two  worthless  rifles,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
nnginned  cotton,  which  articles  we  took  possession  of,  and  destroyed  a  boiler. 
The  place  is  owned  by  a  man  named  Doyle,  whom  I  learned  was  in  the  rebel 
service.  At  10.30  a.  m.  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  noon  the  Columbine 
and  Hattie  were  fast  on  the  bar  at  the  head  of  Great  Lake  George,  and  not  un- 
til 7  p.  m.  of  the  1 9th  were  we  over  it ;  then  anchored  for  the  night.  Before  the 
Columbine  succeeded  in  crossing,  every  movable  article  was  taken  from  her. 
With  Hattie  on  one  side  and  Sumter  on  the  other,  she  was  then  raised  nearly 
eight  inches  by  wedges  and  long  levers  placed  upon  the  guards  of  the  prize 
steamers.  At  9  a.  m.  of  the  20th  instant  came  to  anchor  near  Bembert's  plan- 
tation, on  Dravton's  island,  to  obtain  wood,  and  while  there  captured  the  son 
of  W.  P.  Rembert,  who  had  been  in  the  rebel  service.  Learning  from  Bern- 
bert's  overseer  that  eighty  rebels  were  lying  in  wait  for  us  at  Fort  Ghites,  near 
Little  Lake  George,  we  barricaded  ourselves  with  bales  of  cotton,  but  passed 
the  place  without  seeing  any  one.  At  Gardusi's  distillery,  below  Welaka,  we 
stopped  to  take  possession  of  all  the  copper  apparatus  for  distilling  spirits  of 
tarpentine ;  in  the  mean  time  sent  the  Sumter  with  the  launch's  crew  in  charge 
of  Master's  Mate  Spencer  up  the  Oclawaha  to  obtain  a  large  quantity  of  rosin 
that  we  left  there  on  our  first  trip.  The  Hattie,  in  tow  of  the  Columbine,  pro- 
ceeded down  to  Pilatka.  At  8  p.  m.  anchored  off  the  town.  On  the  21st,  the 
Sumter  not  making  her  appearance,  with  your  permission  the  Columbine  went 
in  search  of  her  after  towing  the  Hattie  to  Pilatka  wharf,  that  we  might  obtain 
wood  and  take  in  our  first  capture  of  spirits  of  turpentine,  rosin,  and  five  bales 
of  cotton — the  latter  obtained  at  Drayton's  island.  At  10  a.  m.  the  Columbine 
returned  with  the  Sumter  in  tow,  the  latter  having  her  engine  in  a  disabled  con- 
dition. Acting  Master's  ^late  Spencer  reported  that  he  was  unable  to  reach 
the  position  of  the  rosin  with  the  Sumter,  or  even  by  boats,  as  the  rebchi  had 
felled  trees  across  the  river  in  many  places.  At  noon  the  Hattie  and  Sumter* 
in  tow  of  the  Columbine,  left  Pilatka  wharf  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At 
5.15  p.  m.  stopped  at  Socai's  landing  to  take  in  some  railroad  iron  belonging  to 
St.  John's  and  St.  Augustine  railroad,  but  owing  to  a  severe  storm  were  unable 
to  work.  By  noon  of  the  22d  instant  had  taken  in  all  the  loose  railroad  iron, 
obtained  wood,  and  proceeded  down  the  river.  At  dark  anchored  near  Piney 
Point  for  the  night.  At  5  a.  m.  of  the  23d,  under  way;  proceeded  down  the 
river.  At  7  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Jacksonville,  having  been  in  the  enemy's 
country  nearly  two  weeks,  without  meeting  any  rebels  with  arms  or  anyaceideDt 
worthy  of  note. 
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The  officers  and  many  of  the  crew  under  my  command  did  nobly  daring  this 
tedious  expedition,  and  I  would  especially  recommend  Thomas  L.  Fisher, 
master's  mate,  and  Charles  McDonald,  seaman,  for  promotion. 

I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  valuable  services  that  Captain  Tumblin 
(who  was  in  command  of  the  Sumter  when  captured)  has  rendered  us  in  acting 
as  pilot  of  the  Columbine ;  also  to  the  following  colored  persons,  to  whom  we 
are  indebted  for  the  capture  of  the  Hattie  and  cotton :  Henry,  acting  ship's 
cook  of  the  Columbine,  and  Willie,  who  was  cook  of  the  Sumter  when  captured. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  CHAMPION, 

Acting  Master  V.  S.  N. 
Commander  George  B.  Balch, 

Senior  Officer  present^  Conidg  Naval  Forces  in  St,  John* s  River,  Fla, 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  F.  W,  Sanborn. 

United  States  Steamer  Columbine, 

St,  John's  River,  Florida,  March  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  that  I  left  Pilatka  with  this  vessel  on 
the  morning  of  the  14th,  and  at  night  anchored  ten  miles  to  the  southward  of 
Great  Lake  George,  having  lightened  her  across  the  bar. 

At  early  daylight  of  the  15th,  again  weighing  anchor,  I  ran  to  Enterprise  by 
three,  we  having  wooded  at  Hawkinsville.  On  my  arrival  hero  I  saw  the 
Sumter  and  Hattie  approaching,  when  I  anchored  and  waited  their  approach. 
Just  before  reaching  Enterprise  the  vessel  caught  on  fire,  but  was  soon  extin- 
gaished.  After  communicating  with  the  other  vessels,  we  all  ran  to  the  wharf  and 
wooded  up,  after  which  we  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  the  lake. 

Having  received  information  of  a  sugar  refinery  being  in  operation,  making 
0iigar  for  the  Confederate  States,  about  two  miles  from  Enterprise,  I  determined 
to  destroy  it,  and  for  this  purpose,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  I  sent  Mr.  Davis 
with  the  launch,  and  seven  of  the  48th  New  York  ashore.  He  succeeded  in 
destroying  the  greater  portion  of  the  works,  and  by  impressing  negroes,  cattle, 
and  wagons,  in  transporting  the  greater  portion  over  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
country  to  the  river,  where  I  put  it  on  board  the  Sumter.  I  would  have  more 
entirely  destroyed  it,  had  I  deemed  it  worth  the  loss  of  life ;  but  as  a  force  of 
thirty  or  forty  guerillas  were  approaching,  and  as  they  outnumbered  us,  we 
retired. 

As  the  Hattie  had  gone  down  the  river  ahead,  I  took  the  Sumter  in  tow,  and 
ran  down  the  river.  I  had  not  gone  over  ten  miles  before  I  found  the  Hattie 
ashore,  unmanageable ;  I  took  her  in  tow,  and  at  night  anchored  about  ten  miles 
from  Volusia. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  ran  to  Volusia,  at  which  place  we  found  a  c  tton- 
gin  and  coni-mill,  together  with  a  good  engine  and  boiler,  which  last  we  destroyed, 
taking  the  rest  on  board  the  Hattie.  We  also  found  some  cotton  unginned,  but 
while  removing  it  on  board  the  Hattie  some  person  or  persons  unknown  set  it 
and  the  store-house  on  fire,  both  of  which  were  soon  consumed  and  destroyed. 
At  about  3  p.  m.  we  again  started  down  the  river.  Just  before  reaching  the 
bar  at  Great  Lake  George  I  let  go  the  other  vessels,  and  attempted  to  cross  the 
bar,  but  could  not ;  the  Hattie  also  grounded.  I  endeavored  to  get  her  off, 
working  till  late,  discharging  shell,  provisions,  and  fuel.  The  Hattie  was  un- 
successful in  getting  off  the  bank. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th  I  requested  Mr.  Champion  to  send  me  some  men, 
which  he  kindly  did ;  and  I  used  every  available  means  in  my  power  to  get 
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off,  without  success.  I  then  sent  my  heavy  deck  tackles  and  my  own  crew  to 
the  Hattie,  and  they  succeeded  in  getting  her  afloat.  Coming  alongside,  they 
(the  Sumter  and  Hattie)  endeavored  to  pull  this  vessel  off,  but  were  unsuc- 
cessful. Both  vessels  having  by  this  time  become  short  of  wood,  I  despatched 
the  Sumter  to  Volusia  for  some,  at  4  p.  m.  At  7.30  p.  m.  she  returned,  bring- 
ing two  heavy  timbers,  which  I  sent  for  to  assist  in  getting  the  ship  afloat. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  got  the  Sumter  on  one  side  and  the  Hattie  on 
the  other,  and  succeeded  in  getting  afloat  and  over  the  bar ;  came  to  anchor  7.30 
p.  m.  over  the  bar,  and  by  10  p.  m.  we  had  again  received  on  board  my  guns, 
ammunition,  and  stores.  At  7  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  crossed  the  lake, 
stopping  at  Mr.  Rcmbert's  place  to  wood  up.  I  went  on  shore  and  arrested  Mr. 
W.  P.  Rembert,  jr.,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  States  army.  After 
wooding,  ran  to  Welaka,  where  we  again  wooded  up.  The  Hattie  taking  on 
board  the  boiler  and  worm  of  a  turpentine  distillery  from  here,  I  sent  the  Sum- 
ter with  some  men  up  the  Oclawaha,  to  take  on  board  some  rosin  which  was 
about  five  miles  up  the  river ;  giving  orders  to  use  all  possible  haste  and  to 
follow  us  to  Pilatka.  After  getting  the  copper  boiler  and  worm  on  board,  we 
immediately  started  for  Pilatka,  where  we  arrived  at  8  p.  m. 
llespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SANBORN, 
.        Acting  Ensign,  Commanding. 

Commander  George  B.  Balch, 

Senior  Officer  present ^  Com^dg  Naval  Force,  St,  John's  River, 


Vessels  and  materials  captured. 

United  States  Steamer  Columbine, 

St,  John's  River,  Florida,  March  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  following  prizes : 

March  11,  1864. — The  Pawnee's  launch  captured  twenty-five  barrels  rosin 
and  thirteen  barrels  spirits  turpentine  on  the  Oclawaha  river. 

March  12. — We  captured  the  Confederate  States  steamer  General  Sumter  on 
Big  Lake  George.  She  had  on  board  one  barrel  copperas  and  one  spy-glass. 
The  spy-glass  was  expended  for  the  Columbine's  use. 

March  13. — We  captured  five  bales  cotton,  marked  W.  P.  R.,  belonging  to 
W.  P.  Rembert. 

March  14. — The  steamer  Hattie  captured  by  the  prize  steamer  General  Sum- 
ter, in  Deep  creek.  Captured  ninety-three  bales  cotton  at  Watson's  landing, 
and  put  it  on  board  of  the  prize  steamer  Hattie ;  the  weight  of  which  is  in 
Acting  Master  Champion's  report. 

March  16. — We  captured  and  put  on  board  the  prize  steamer  G-eneral  Sumter 
five  barrels  of  sugar ;  the  weigh  of  which  is  in  Acting  Master  Champion's  re- 
port. 

March  17. — One  cotton-gin  and  engine  captured  at  Volusia,  belonging  to 
Doyle. 

March  20. — One  copper  boiler  and  one  copper  worm  captured  at  Welaka, 
belonging  to  Gardiner. 

March  21, — From  five  to  six  hundred  bars  of  railroad  iron  captured  at  Decoy, 
belonging  to  St.  John's  Railroad  Company. 

(Two  barrels  sugar  expended  for  ship's  use.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  senrmt, 

F.  W.  SANBOBN, 
Acting  Ensign,  Oommcmdiag, 
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United  States  Steamer  Columbine, 

St.  John's  River,  Florida^  March  25, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  names  of  the  prisoners  taken 
aboard  of  confederate  steamer  General  Sumter,  March  12,  1864. 

W.  W.  Tumblin,  captain  of  the  steamer ;  0.  C.  Skinner,  engineer ;  Berry 
Justice,  deck  hand ;  William  Leman,  deck  hand  ;  Amos  Emanuel,  passenger ; 
A.  G.  £manuel,  passenger ;  S.  G.  Cabbell,  passenger  ;  T.  R.  Craig,  passenger ; 
D.  H.  Welles,  passenger ;  G.  M.  Bowen,  passenger. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  SANBORN, 
Acting  Ensign,  Commanding. 
Commander  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 


Correspondence  between  Commander  Balch  and  General  Hatch. 

United  States  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

OffMayport  Mills,  Florida,  April  5, 1864. 

Commodore  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  reply  of  Brigadier 
General  J.  P.  Hatch,  commanding  district  of  Florida,  to  the  letter  which  I  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  your  order  of  March  28  ultimo,  as  also  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  the  general. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  report  that  I  have  sent  the  Mahaska  and  Norwich  up  the 
St.  John's  for  the  purpose  of  more  cflfectually  patrolling  the  river,  and  have  di- 
rected that  they  convoy  all  transports  going  up  and  coming  down. 

The  Mahaska  and  Norwich  have  that  portion  of  the  river  below  the  flats  at 
Orange  mills,  and  the  Ottawa,  assisted  by  the  Harriet  A.  Wood,  the  portion 
above  the  flats. 

I  was  informed  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Pilatka,  two  days  since,  that 
the  enemy  intended  putting  up  batteries  on  the  river,  as  he  learned  from  rebel 
deserters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  order  of  the  25th  ultimo, 
directing  me  to  detain  the  Pawnee  until  I  received  further  instructions. 

With  the  Mahaska  and  Norwich  up  the  river,  I  do  not  think  that  the  com- 
monications  with  Pilatka  can  be  seriously  threatened.     Batteries  will  probably 
be  thrown  up  on  the  blufls  favorably  situated  for  the  annoyance  of  our  trans- 
ports ;  but  we  shall  be  able  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B,  BALCH, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  present. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

ConCdg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Flag-ship  New  Ironsides,  off"  Charleston,  S.  C. 


United  States  Steam  Sloop  Pawnee, 

Of  Mai/part  Mills,  Florida,  April  4, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  communication  from  Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 
commanding  South  Atlantic  blockading  squadron,  in  which  he  expresses  a  de- 
sire to  obtaiu  the  views  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  United  States  troops 
in  Florida  in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  retaining  the  naval  forces  in  the  St. 
John's.  * 
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May  I  ask  that  you  will,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  be  pleased  to  inform 
me  if  there  be  a  necessity  for  retaining  the  naval  forces  in  the  St.  John's,  and 
if  the  whole  naval  force  now  here  is  necessary,  or  if  the  naval  force  may,  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  service,  be  reduced. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  present. 

Brigadier  General  G.  P.  Hatch,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  District  of  Florida,  Headquarters,  Jacksonville. 


Headquarters  District  of  Florida, 
Department  of  the  South,  Jacksonville,  Florida,  April  5,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday's date,  informing  me  that  the  commander  of  the  South  Atlantic  block- 
ading squadron  desires  my  views  as  to  the  necessity  of  a  naval  force  in  the  St. 
John's  river. 

In  answer,  I  would  state  that  I  consider  it  very  important,  I  may  say  neces- 
sary, that  a  naval  force  should  be  retained  here  as  a  patrol  of  the  river,  to  aid 
us  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  and  to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops  at  other 
points. 

The  points  of  Jacksonville  and  Pilatka,  although  important  as  political  posi- 
tions, to  be  used  in  inducing  the  people  of  the  State  to  return  to  their  allegiance, 
are  not  strategical,  and  are  both  closely  invested  by  the  enemy.  To  make  an 
advance,  it  would  be  necpssary  to  transport  the  troops  to  other  points,  and  the 
landing  should  bo  under  cover  of  a  strong  naval  force. 

The  length  of  the  river  now  occupied,  (one  hundred  miles,)  requires  for  its 
thorough  patrol  a  naval  force  of  the  size  of  the  present  squadron.  In  this  opin- 
ion General  Gillmore  concurs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  P.  HATCH. 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 

Captain  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Naval  Squadron  in  St,  John^s  River. 


RECONNOISSANCE  UP  MAY  RIVER. 

United  States  Steamer  Chippewa, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  April  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  I  proceeded  on  a  reconnoissance  up 
May  river,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Howell,  who  had  with  him  a  detachmeat  of 
seventy -five  men  of  the  85th  Pennsylvania  regiment,  on  board  the  picket  boats 
Thos.  Foulkes  and  Croton.  On  arriving  at  the  deserted  plantation  of  James 
Kirk,  and  within  a  mile  of  the  town  of  Blufftown,  a  landing  was  effected  and 
the  pickets  driven  in,  after  an  exchange  of  a  few  musket-shota,  and  two  or  three 
from  the  30-pounder  Dahlgren  rifle  of  this  ship.  Having  found  that  there  were 
no  obstinictions  in  the  river,  and  that  the  enemy  were  not  in  force  at  or  near 
Bluffton,  we  returned  to  our  night  station. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWD.  E.  STONE, 
Lieutenant  Commander  United  Statu  Navf. 
Commander  Wm.  Reynolds, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Fhrt  Royal,  S.  C. 
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TORPEDO  ATTACK  ON  THE  WABASH. 

United  States  Steamer  Wabash, 

Off  Charleston,  S.  C,  April  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  last  night  at  about  9.45  an  object  was  discovered 
by  Ensign  Charles  H.  Craven,  the  olficer  of  the  deck,  on  the  starboard  quarter, 
distant  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  which  corresponded  in  shape  and 
movements  to  the  torpedo  boat  which  sunk  the  Housatonic.  It  moved  rapidly 
up  against  the  tide  till  about  the  mainmast,  then  turning,  stood  directly  for  the 
ship.  Ensign  Craven  opened  fire  with  musketry ;  beat  the  gong  for  the  crew 
to  assemble  at  quarters ;  rang  four  bells  for  the  engine  to  go  ahead ;  opened  fire 
with  the  watch  with  the  starboard  battery ;  and  gave  orders  for  slipping  the 
chain.  The  men  rushed  quickly  to  their  quarters  ;  the  ship  moved  ahead ;  the 
chain  was  slipped,  and  when  the  object  was  being  left  in  the  quarter,  distant 
at  the  time  about  forty  yards,  a  round  shot  is  supposed  to  have  struck  it ;  at 
all  events,  the  second  shot  struck  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  it  was  seen  no 
more.  One  round  shot  was  fired  from  each  of  the  spar-deck  guns  on  the 
starboard  side,  and  the  crew  were  kept  at  their  quarters,  while,  with  the  helm 
hard  a-port,  the  ship  kept  cruising  round  the  spot. 

The  marines  were  also  stationed  along  the  starboard  side,  where  they  could 
UBe  their  pieces  to  advantage.  Signal  was  made  to  the  effect  that  "  rams  were 
coming,"  as  that  most  likely  to  place  the  other  cruisers  on  their  guard,  and 
soon  the  Canandaigua  and  Flag  came  up  within  hail.  Chaplain  Davis,  Pay- 
master Richardson  and  Dr.  Burbank  all  saw  the  object  spoken  of,  which  corre- 
sponded exactly  to  the  description  given  of  the  torpedo  boat  which  sank  the 
Housatonic,  except  that  this  had  but  one  elevated  place  or  turret. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  DE  CAl^IP,  Captain. 

Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B,  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  S.  C 


DESTRUCTION  OF  A  MILL  AND  5,000  BUSHELS  OF  RICE  NEAR  WINYAH 

BAY,  S.  C. 

United  States  Steamer  Clmarron, 

Winyah  Bay,  S.  C,  April  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  Having  learned  from  a  contraband  whom  we  picked  up  on  South  island 
on  the  30th  instant,  that  the  rebels  were  removing  rice  from  a  mill  about  five 
miles  distant  to  the  main  land,  I  determined,  if  possible,  to  take  them  prisoners 
and  to  destroy  it. 

This  report  was  confirmed  by  Prince,  our  pilot,  a  very  reliable  man,  who 
informed  me  that  the  rebels  had  some  15,000  bushels  of  rice  stored  in  the  mill 
alluded  to. 

At  10  p.  m.  of  that  day  I  sent  an  armed  expedition  of  30  men,  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  John  K.  Crosby,  with  Acting  Ensign  George  F.  Howes  and 
Acting  Master's  Mate  Edward  P.  Crocker,  to  assist  him,  with  orders  to  land  at 
a  point  about  one  mile  distant  from  the  mill,  to  lie  in  wait  until  the  morning, 
seiEe  the  persons  employed  in  loading  the  flats,  destroy  the  building  and  return 
to  the  ship.  A  landing  was  effected  without  difliculty,  and,  guided  by  Prince, 
the  party  reached  the  mill  at  midnight  and  remained  quartered  there  until  the 
following  morning,  the  2l6t. 

Traces  of  men,  such  as  foot-prints,  and  rice  scattered  around  near  the  landing 
of  the  flat-boats,  gave  unmistakable  evidence  of  their  recent  presence,  and  of 
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the  maimer  in  which  they  had  been  employed  the  day  before ;  bnt  no  men  were 
seen,  neither  were  any  flat-boats  discovered.  I  presume  scoats  had  been  sta- 
tioned on  the  island  to  warn  them  of  our  approach.  They  had  taken  all  the 
rice  but  about  five  thousand  bushels,  which  we  had  ne  means  of  removing,  and 
to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  the  mill  was  set  on  fire 
and  completely  destroyed,  when  the  party  returned  to  this  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  K.  HUGHES,  Commander. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Squadron, 


DESTRUCTION  OF  SALT  WORKS  AT  CANE  PATCH,  S.  C. 

United  States  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

Of  MurrilVs  Inlet,  S.  C,  April  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

On  learning,  from  contrabands  I  have  on  board,  of  extensive  salt-works  at  a 
place  called  Cane  Patch,  twelve  miles  N.  E.  of  this  inlet,  I  got  under  way  on 
the  morning  of  the  2 1st  instant,  with  a  light  breeze,  and  stood  along  the  coast. 
When  eight  miles  from  this  inlet  we  discovered  one  man  and  two  women  by  an 
old  house  on  the  beach,  waving  a  white  flag.  I  hove  the  ship  to,  and  sent  in 
an  armed  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  William  Mero.  He  landed  under 
the  cover  of  our  guns.  The  three  came  down  to  the  boat,  one  of  the  women 
handing  Mr.  Mero  a  note,  telling  him  that  some  of  their  party  would  like  to 
come  off  that  night.  The  man  being  a  mulatto— contraband — ^improved  the 
opportunity  of  making  his  escape,  and  came  off  in  the  boat.  After  reading  the 
note,  which  you  will  find  enclosed,  I  filled  away  and  stood  along  the  coast. 
When  about  two  miles  further  on,  I  discovered  two  more  negroes  on  the  beach 
with  a  white  flag  ;  sent  a  boat  and  took  them  on  board.  I  then  proceeded  on, 
arriving  off  the  salt-works  about  two  p.  m.  I  hove  the  ship  to,  opposite  the 
works,  and  within  easy  range.  My  executive  oflicer  being  unwell,  1  lefk  him 
in  charge  of  the  ship,  taking  Acting  Ensign  Wm.  Mero  and  twelve  men  with 
me,  ana  landed  safely  near  the  works.  I  deployed  part  of  the  men  as  pickets, 
to  prevent  a  surprise,  Mr.  Mero  taking  the  remainder  as  a  working  party  to 
destroy  the  works.  On  examination  we  found  the  works  much  more  extensive 
than  I  expected,  they  being  partly  concealed  from  the  ship  by  a  high  sand 
ridge.  There  were  four  separate  works,  each  containing  twelve  large  pans,  the 
water  being  raised  from  the  beach  by  horse-power,  leading  into  a  cistern  large 
enough  to  contain  one  hundred  thousand  gallons,  built  of  timber,  planked  and 
caulked  on  the  inside.  There  were  twelve  pans  ready  for  setting,  also  timber 
and  materials  for  extending  the  works  to  double  their  size.  There  were  about 
thirty  buildings,  three  of  them  large  warehouses,  built  of  heavy  logs,  containing 
about  two  thousand  bushels  of  salt,  a  large  quantity  of  rice,  com,  and  bacon. 
One  of  the  warehouses  was  constructed  as  a  block-house,  with  loop-holes  on  all 
sides.  The  salt  pans  were  six  feet  by  four,  and  from  six  to  eighteen  inches 
deep,  and  of  cast-iron,  which  were  easily  broken.  After  breaking  all  the  pans, 
making  it  impossible  to  repair  them,  ana  having  no  other  way  of  destroying  the 
salt,  I  had  it  mixed  with  sand  as  far  as  time  would  allow,  then  set  6re  to  all 
the  buildings,  also  to  about  fifty  cords  of  pine  wood.  The  buildings  being  baUt 
of  pine  logs,  were  soon  enveloped  in  flames.  On  landing,  we  discovered  two 
white  men  and  one  old  negro  behind  a  fence,  who  immediately  gave  themfletves 
np.  The  rest,  about  thirty  in  number,  took  to  the  woods  on  our  approftching 
the  shore.    While  we  were  destroying  the  works,  four  negroes  came  out  of  tbe 
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woods  and  assisted  us  in  the  work  of  destruction.  Two  of  them  wishing  to  get 
their  fiunilies  before  leaving,  I  allowed  them  to  remain,  also  the  old  negro  who 
had  his  cabin  near  by ;  his  wife  being  a  free  woman,  he  did  not  wish  to  leave. 
Takmg  the  two  white  men  and  the  two  contrabands,  we  returned  to  the  ship, 
arriving  on  board  at  five  p.  m.,  filled  away  and  stood  back  for  the  inlet.  The 
wind  t^ing  light,  we  made  but  little  headway  during  the  night.  At  9  o'clock 
the  next  morning  we  were  off  "  Withers's  Swash,"  and  saw  a  man  behind  the 
bouse  before  alluded  to,  waving  a  white  handkerchief.  I  sent  the  second  cutter, 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Mcro,  and  took  him  on  board.  His  name  is  Allen  Jones,  of 
North  Carolina.  He  reports  himself  to  be  a  commissary  sergeant  of  the  rebel 
army.  He  informed  me  that  the  house  on  the  beach  had  a  furnace  in  it,  with 
boilers  for  making  salt,  and  that  Mr.  Chilton,  the  owner  of  the  works,  was  in 
the  edge  of  the  woods  and  wished  to  communicate  with  me.  I  armed  and 
manned  two  boats,  putting  them  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  W.  H.  Winslow, 
executive  officer,  and  Acting  Ensign  James  H.  Bunting,  with  orders  to  destroy 
all  the  pans.  They  landed  safely,  destroyed  the  works,  and  returned  to  the 
ship  at  eleven  a.  m.  We  then  filled  away,  and  arrived  off  the  inlet  at  four 
p.  m.    Enclosed  you  will  please  find  Mr.  Winslow 's  report. 

I  am»  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  PENNELL, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 

Commodore  Stephen  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B,  Squadron  pro  tem. 


DE8TEUCTI0N  OF  SALT  WORKS  AT  WITHERS'S  SWASH,  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

United  States  Bark  Ethan  Allen, 

Of  coast  of  S.  C,  April  22,  1864. 

Sifi  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  landed  at 
Withers's  Swash,  with  two  armed  boats'  crews,  and  throwing  out  one  as  pickets, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Buntin,  with  the  other  destroyed  six  old  long 
steam-boilers,  set  as  salt-pans,  with  such  portions  of  the  masonry  as  possible* 
but  leaving  the  building  as  a  shelter  for  refugees,  as  per  orders.  A  man  named 
Asa  Chilson  made  the  following  communication  : 

That  he  was  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina ;  that  he  occupied  the  salt  works  as 
a  cover  to  his  design  of  giving  himself,  and  a  party  of  < forty  others,  including 
one  rebel  ex-colonel,  up  to  the  blockading  vessels ;  that  they  were  in  the  woods, 
and  he  was  only  waiting  for  his  daughter  and  certain  personal  property  on  the 
way  from  his  plantation ;  that  he  had  a  quantity  of  turpentine,  which  I  informed 
him  we  could  not  take ;  that  three  weeks  from  date  he  would  be  ready,  and 
when  there  was  no  danger,  he  would  hold  his  arms  up  vertically,  or  make  a 
sign  a  mason  would  understand,  as  a  signal  for  us  to  send  boats  to  take  him 
and  party  on  board.  He  also  informed  me  that  five  hours  previously,  a  mes- 
senger had  gone  for  a  force  of  cavalry  thirteen  miles  away ;  so  my  work  being 
accomplished,  I  immediately  embarked. 

I  am,  repectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINSLOW, 

Executive  Officer, 

J.  A.  Pbnnbll, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding, 
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OPERAriONS  ON  Sf.  JOHN'S  RIVER,  FLORIDA. 

Report  of  Commander  G.  B.  Batch, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Florida,  May  14, 1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  tlic  honor  to  report  that  the  prize  steamer  Sumter,  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  J.  G.  Champion  of  this  ship,  returned  to  this  anchor- 
age on  the  evening  of  the  12th  instant.  As  you  have  already  been  informed, 
by  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  she  was  sent  up  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
supplies  to  the  troops  under  command  of  General  Birney,  near  Lake  Harney. 
She  successfully  accomplished  this  duty,  and  returned  with  a  quantity  of  cotton 
captured  by  the  general  in  that  vicinity.  The  cotton  was  turned  over  promptly 
to  the  treasury  agent  at  this  place.  Acting  Master  Champion  reporta  having 
been  fired  into  several  times  on  his  passage  down  the  St.  John's,  but  no  one  was 
wounded.  On  the  passage  up  the  river,  in  company  with  the  Harriet  Arvced, 
a  sharp  fire  from  the  banks,  with  small  arms,  was  opened  on  the  vessels,  and 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  O.  S.,  attached  to  the  Pawnee,  was  slightly  wounded. 
There  were  no  other  casualties  to  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  all  quiet  on  the  St.  John's,  from  Picolata  to 
the  bar. 

In  two  days  more  I  expect  to  have  steam  up  in  this  ship,  her  repairs  having 
been  completed,  and  the  machinery  and  boilers  in  as  good  condition  as  when  she 
left  Philadelphia. 
•  I  am,  ver}"  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH, 
Commander,  and  Senior  Officer  present, 

Rear-Admiral  J.  H.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron,  off  Charleston,  S.  C, 


Letter  Jrom  General  Gordon  to  Commander  Batch. 

Jacksonville,  Florida, 

May  20,  1864—12  m. 

Captain  :  I  learn  that  the  rebels  have  crossed  the  river  some  four  hundred 
strong,  (said  to  be.)  They  have  captured  another  of  my  pickets  abont  20 
men — the  one  at  Saunders.  I  have  also  a  picket  at  Volusia — 50  men.  1  am 
afraid  they  will  gobble  these  men  up  unless  I  c^n  get  a  gunboat  up  stream  to 
intimidate  them.  The  Sumter  can  reach  Volusia  and  protect  tiicm  much 
sooner  than  I  can.  I  will  push  up  to-night  in  the  Hampton  with  two  hundred 
men.  Can  you  not  start  the  Sumter  immediately  for  VolnBia,  and  aid  mc 
with  your  gimboats  in  cutting  off  these  rascals  ? 
Yours, 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  District  of  Florida. 
Commander  Balch, 

Commanding  St.  John*s  River. 
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LetUrfrom  Captain  H.  B.  ScoU  to  Commander  BalcJL 

Hbaoquartbrs  District  op  Florida, 

JdcJc9onviUt,  May  21, 1864 — 11.40^.  m. 

Gaft AIN :  The  general  has  just  received  word  from  Colonel  Noble  that  the 
enemy,  r^ortod  at  400  strong,  have  captured  another  post  higher  up  the  river. 
He  idli  go  to  Pieolata  himself,  and  would  like  it  if  you  will  send  a  gunboat  to- 
night as  £ur  up  as  possible  to  prevent  their  recrossing  to  the  west  bank  of  die 
river. 

I  am,  captain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  SCOTT. 

Captain  and  Acting  AdjutarU  General, 
Conmander  Balch, 

Commanding  Squadron, 


Letter  from  Colond  Noble  to  Captain  H.  B.  Scott. 

Hbadquartrrs,  Florida, 
East  St.  John's  River,  {flaw  Creek,)  May  26,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  returning  from  Volusia  with 
the  detachment  of  the  17tli  Connecticut,  who  have  been  stationed  there,  accom- 
panied by  two  families  of  refugees ;  have  five  loads  of  unginned  cotton.  It  is  re- 
ported to  me  this  morning,  by  a  party  of  soldiers  of  the  35th  United  States 
colored  troops,  that  the  gunboat  Columbine  was  captured  (with  all  on  board,  except 
themselves)  by  the  rebels  on  Monday  night.  The  vessel  was  disabled  by  the 
enemy's  cannon  from  opposite  Horse  Landing,  so  that  she  ran  aground,  when  a 
party  (reported  by  them  to  be  200  strong)  came  off  from  the  other  shore  and 
captured  the  vessel.  No  further  particulars  can  be  gained  from  these  men,  ex- 
cept that  there  were  a  number  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  ship  by  the 
enemy's  cannon.  These  men  are  without  clothing  except  their  shirts.  One 
of  them  is  slightly  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  NOBLE, 
Cofonel  VI th  Connecticut  Volunteers,  Commanding  Forces, 

Captain  H.  B.  Scott, 

Acting  Adjutant  General,  District  of  Florida. 

Hbadquartrrs  District  op  Florida, 

Departfnent  of  the  South,  Jacksonville,  May  27,  1864. 

Official.    For  your  information. 

JOHN  C.  GRAY,  Jr., 
Second  Lieutenant  and  Acting  Aide-de-camp, 

Commander  Balcr,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  8,  Squadron,  St.  John's  River,  Florida. 

21  N 
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LEITEU  OF   RFAR-ADMIHAL  DAIIIXJREI^  TRAKSMmiKO  LETTER  OF  COlbStU 

JSOBLE. 

[Despatch No.  276] 

FlAU-StRAMER  PHILADRLPHfA, 

Of  Morris  hiand,  June  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  take  plcasuro  in  forwardiDg  tlio  enclosed  £or  the  iufbrmaticHi  of  tba 
departincnt. 

It  18  satiufnctorj  to  find  that  the  incessant  labors  of  the  nary  in  this  quarter 
are  sometinics  acknowledged. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respoctfullj,  jonr  oledient  aerrant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
jReoT' Admiral,  Commanding  6'.  A.  B,  Squadram^ 
Hon.  GiDEo^t  Wellrs, 

tSecrttary  of  the  Navy, 


Letter  of  Colonel  W.  IL  Nolle  to  Commander  G.  B.  Balcli. 

Headquarters  of  aitxiliary  colitmiv  to  Gordo.*«^s  command, 

Jacksonville^  Florida,  June  3,  1864. 

Captain  :  It  is  a  dutj  and  plenFure  to  cxprefts  through  jon,  to  the  officers 
and  priyates  of  your  branch  of  the  Bcrvicc,  my  high  sense  of  the  efficient  aid 
rc'ndered  by  them  to  my  column  in  their  adranee,  auxiliary  to  General  Gofdoa'a 
late  expedition. 

We  tbund  the  whole  extent  of  the  waters  to  be  traTcrsed  by  one  portion  of 
the  expedition  had  been  thoroughly  t»oarched  for  torpe'loes,  and  that  m  the 
Ticinity  of  our  landing  your  picket  boats  had  pervaded  and  patrolled  ereiy 
part  of  the  surface.  1  desire  you  particularly  to  express  to  Captain  Lewb  mj 
thanks  for  his  admirable  arrangements  for  the  rapid  lauding  of  the  troops  and 
his  efficient  supcr^'ision  thereof. 

Accept,  ali«o,  for  yourself  our  obligations  for  the  prompt  and  complete  arrange- 
ments made  by  yon  to  protect  and  effect  our  transportation  and  deuareation. 

I  am,  captjiiii,  with  sentiments  of  high  respect  and  regard,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  H.  NOBLE, 
Colonel  Commanding  Auxiliary  Colmmm* 

Captain  Gko.  H.  Balch, 

Co?nmanding  Naval  Squadron,  St,  John^s  River, 


ARMY  AND  NAVY  EXPEDITION  UP  THE  ST.  JOHN'S  RIVER,  FLORIDA. 

United  States  Gunboat  Ottawa, 

Off  Bay  Point,  May  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  22d  instant,  I  got  under  waj 
in  this  vessel,  with  the  Columbine  in  company,  and  proceeded  to  Picolatav 
where  I  had  a  consul tition  with  General  Gordon  on  the  subject  of  the  expe- 
dition. It  was  arranged  that  I  should  take  270  troops  on  board  this  vessel  uid 
100  on  board  of  the  Columbine,  and  proceed  with  them  opposite  to  Filatkai 
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«pd  there  land  them ;  the  Columbine  to  retain  30  of  hers  on  board  as  a  gnard. 
xhe  steamer  Houghton  accompanied  us  with  General  Gordon  and  about  300 
men.  At  4.15  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  Pilatka,  where  the  troops  were  disembarked, 
and  the  Columbine  and  this  vessel  proceeded  up  the  river.  I  sent  the  Colum- 
bine ahead,  as  she  was  the  faster,  and  the  object  was  to  reach  Volusia  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  Columbine  was  protected  by  fifty  sand  bags  and  some  bales 
of  hay.  I  enjoined  caution  on  the  captain,  and  directed  him  to  make  the  best 
of  his  way  to  Volusia,  and  take  our  troops  on  board  if  they  were  there  and 
retnni  immediately,  and  if  they  had  been  captured  to  return  at  once.  The 
understanding  between  the  general  and  myself  was,  that  I  should  go  on  up  as 
far  as  the  pilot  could  take  the  vessel,  which  I  thought  would  be  about  Brown's 
landing,  two  or  three  hundred  yards  above  Dunn's  creek.  At  7.20  p.  m.  of 
the  22d  instant  I  came  to  anchor  off  Brown's  landing,  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  distant,  and  just  astern  of  us  the  Houghton  anchored.  Not  knowing 
why  she  came  up,  I  took  the  dingey  and  went  on  board  to  ascertain,  when  I  was 
informed  that  the  general  thought  it  best  that  she  should  be  under  the  protec- 
tion of  this  vessel  during  the  absence  of  the  troops.  I  had  scarcely  been  told 
this  when  I  was  startled  by  the  report  of  a  field-piece  fired  at  the  Ottawa.  I 
immediately  jumped  into  my  boat  and  returned  to  the  ship  before  she  had  fired 
a  shot  in  return,  but  she  was  all  prepared,  and  in  the  act  of  firing.  At  7.50 
engaged  the  enemy,  and  fired  by  the  flash  of  their  guns ;  we  could  distinguish 
nothing  else.  The  enemy  had  four  field-pieces,  of  from  6  to  12  pounders  I 
should  judge,  and  fired  shell,  grape,  and  solid  shot  at  us  and  the  Houghton. 
The  firing  was  quite  rapid  at  first  and  very  accurate,  but  after  the  third  dis- 
charge of  the  150-poundcr  rifle  they  ceased  firing  entirely,  and  retreated  I  pre- 
sume. 

This  vessel  was  struck  by  grape  thirty-seven  times,  and  received  a  shell 
through  the  smoke-stack,  carrying  away  also  the  mainstay ;  fortuuately  there 
were  no  casualties.  The  chain  was  shipped  as  soon  as  possible  to  get  the  vessel 
in  motion,  as  we  were  too  good  a  target  for  them.  The  firing  was  continued 
on  our  side  until  9.20  p.  m.,  some  time  affccr  the  enemy  had  ceased,  because  I 
was  not  certain  but  what  he  might  be  lurking  somewhere  on  the  banks,  and  I 
spread  the  fire  along  the  river.  At  9.45  p.  m.  anchored  off  the  month  of  Dunn's 
creek.  At  9  a.  m.  on  the  23d  got  under  way  and  weighed  anchor,  which  had 
been  shipped.  The  vessel  was  not  again  fired  upon.  The  landing  would 
scarcely  be  noticed,  the  woods  were  very  dense,  and  the  undergrowth  extends 
to  the  watei's  edge.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  inflicted  any  damage  upon  the 
enemy  or  not,  but  presume  we  did,  or  he  would  not  have  ceased  firing  so  soon. 
I  did  not  feel  justified  in  landing  a  boat,  as  it  would  be  in  the  way  if  fired  upon. 
It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  testify  to  the  spirited  and  manly  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th  a  messenger  arrived  from  General  Gordon,  in- 
forming me  that  all  had  been  accomplished  by  the  expedition  that  could  be,  and 
that  he  wished  this  vessel  to  return  to  Pilatka  and  embark  the  troops  she  had 
landed  there,  and  that  he  had  sent  a  messenger  to  the  Columbine  to  return.  I 
immediately  returned  to  Pilatka  and  anchored  at  5.20  p.  m.  I  then  saw  an 
orderly  from  GeJieral  Gordon,  informing  me  that  as  the  Houghton  was  not 
there  he  had  concluded  to  go  by  land  to  Orange  mills  and  there  embark  the 
troops.  I  remained  at  anchor  all  night,  with  the  hope  that  the  Columbine 
would  return,  but  heard  nothing  of  her.  At  11.10  a.  m.  on  the  24th  anchored 
at  Orange  Mills,  but  found  no  troops;  the  general  had  embarked  part  of  his 
men  on  board  of  the  Houghton,  and  the  remainder  he  had  marched  across  to 
Picolata.  It  left  me  in  an  awkward  position,  as  the  vessel  could  not  float  acroFS 
the  flats.  I  received  on  board  seven  stragglers  left  behind  at  Pilatka  and  from 
Orange  Mills,  belonging  to  the  144th  and  157th  New  York  volunteers.  On  the 
28th  instant  crossed  the  flats  unassisted,  and  anchored  off  Bay  Point,  agreeably 
to  your  order. 
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Accompanying  this  is  a  report  of  ammtinition  expended  in  the  engagemeol 
with  the  batterj. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  LIVINGSTON  BREE8E, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  U.  S.  N. 
Commander  Geo.  B.  Balch, 

Com*dg  St.  John's  River  Flotilla,  Jacksonville,  Fla. 


EXPEDITION  TO  CUT  THE  CHARLESTON  AND  SAVANNAH  RAILROAD. 

Beport  of  Rear' Admiral  J,  A.  DaMgren, 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  May  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred.  The  blockade  is 
maintained  as  well  as  it  can  be  with  the  present  force. 

In  the  St.  John's  our  positions  are  undisturbed,  attention  being  given  to 
tracing  out  the  torpedoes  which  the  rebels  are  so  industriously  engaged  in  plac* 
ing  about  the  channel,  and  have  already  resulted  in  the  loss  of  three  transports 
by  the  army. 

On  the  20  th  Captain  Balch  writes  to  me : 

**  From  information  received,  by  deserters,  it  is  believed  that  the  force  hmiie* 
diately  in  front  of  Jacksonville  has  been  much  reduced ;  but  whether  oar  foree 
here  is  strong  enough  to  make  an  advance  is  somewhat  doubtful." 

When  I  returned  here  on  the  22d  from  Ossabaw  I  found  an  expedition  pre- 
paring by  General  Bimey  to  ascend  a  certain  stream  and  sever  the  railroad. 

My  co-operation  being  asked,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  to  take 
the  McDouough,  (Lieutenant  Commander  Phythian,)  and  the  Hale,  Acting 
Master  C.  F.  Mitchell,  and  render  whatever  aid  might  be  needed.  The  Dai- 
Ching,  Lieutenant  Commander  Chaplin,  was  to  assist  so  far  as  circumstances 
permitted.    Two  boat  howitzers  ana  a  detachment  of  marines  were  added. 

The  expedition  left  this  place  on  Wednesday,  and  early  on  Friday  the  army 
transports  returned. 

I  was  telegraphed  that  the  affair  was  a  failure,  with  the  loss  on  the  part  of 
the  army  of  a  fine  transport  steamer,  the  Boston,  which  grounded  under  fire, 
and  was  destroyed  to  prevent  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels ;  some  lives 
were  lost,  and  about  sixty  horses  were  burned. 

The  Hale  and  McDonough  did  not  return  until  the  afternoon,  not 
been  informed  of  the  retreat  of  the  troops. 

The  reports  of  the  commanding  naval  officers  show  that  the  gunboats  did  the 
part  assigned  them  satisfactorily  and  without  loss. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  was  senior  officer  in  command;  lieatenant 
Commander  Chaplin  commanded  the  Dai-Ching ;  Lieutenant  Commander  Phy- 
thian commanded  the  McDonough ;  and  Acting  Master  Mitchell  the  £.  B.  Hale. 
I  enclose  the  reports  of  these  officers. 

Captain  Boutelle,  of  the  United  States  coast  survey,  with  his  nsnal  seal,  ac- 
eompanied  the  gunboats  in  the  Vixen,  and  skilfully  piloted  them  along  the 
winaings  of  the  narrow  channel. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  makine  my  acknowledgments  to  the  eminent  lisad 
of  the  coast  survey.  Professor  Bache,  for  the  many  advantages  which  I  1mv« 
derived,  while  in  command  here,  from  the  accurate  surveys  ezeeated  bjr  Ui 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  8ECRETABY  OF  THE  HAVY.       325 

otden.  Their  scientific  and  practical  excellence  have  never  been  surpagsed  In 
any  eonntrj,  and  have  rendered  them  invaluable  in  cond  acting  operations  in 
this  qoart^. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  seivant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral 9  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDRON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Imtructions/rom  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E.  Stone  to  Lieutenant  Commander 

J,  C,  Chaplin, 

Unitbd  States  Steamer  Vixrn, 
Of  mouth  of  South  Edisto  River,  S,  C,  May  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  receipt  of  this  order  you  will  immediately  prepare  to  accompany 
G^eral  Bimey  up  the  Ashapoo  river.  Captain  Boutelle,  U.  S.  coast  survey, 
informs  me  that  you  will  have  no  trouble  until  you  arrive  at  Bennett's  Point,  at 
the  mouth  of  Mosquito  creek,  (marked  A  in  the  accompanying  tracing,)  at  which 
point  you  may  find  some  difficulty  in  turning,  after  which  you  will  find  the  channel 
on  the  port  hand.    The  object  of  your  going  is  to  act  as  a  cover  and  feint. 

General  Bimey  will  land  to-night  at  the  mouth  of  Mosquito  creek,  and  take 
np  his  line  of  march  on  the  road  towards  the  Savannah  and  Charleston  rail- 
road, which  it  is  his  intention  to  cut  if  possible.  You  will  please  communicate 
with  the  general,  and  render  every  assistance  in  your  power,  having  due  regard 
to  the  safety  of  your  ship.  When  the  expedition  returns  you  will  resume  your 
station. 

I  shall  proceed  up  the  South  Edisto  with  the  Vixen,  McDonough,  and  Hale, 
and  to-morrow  morning  open  on  Willstown  if  I  can  get  near  enough ;  therefore 
yoa  will  understand  any  heavy  firing  in  that  direction. 

I  send  you  a  tracing  of  the  proposed  route  and  points : 

A.  Bennett's  Point. 

B.  As  far  as  I  think  it  prudent  for  you  to  go. 

C.  The  point  at  which  I  propose  to  land  two  howitzers  and  a  few  marines,  in 
ease  I  cannot  get  up  to  Willstown  with  the  vessels. 

Proposed  route  of  General  Bimey. 

You  will  find  General  Birney  on  board  of  the  Pato,  a  small  side-wheel  steamer. 

Hoping  you  will  have  a  merry  time, 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin, 

United  JStates  Steamer  Dai- Chins, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  CommanderE,  E.  Stone, 

Umtrd  States  Steamer  Chippewa, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  May  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  24th  instant,  I  proceeded  with  the 
HcDonough,  Hale,  and  Vixen  to  and  up  the  South  Edisto  river,  as  far  as  Gov- 
emor  Aiken's  plantation,  on  Jehossee  island,  at  which  point  I  landed  the  ma- 
rines and  two  howitzers  on  field  carriages,  who  were  oraered  to  cross  the  plan- 
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ation  to  a  point  as  near  Wills  town  as  tbcy  could  get.  I  sent  a  boat  to  the 
point  agreed  upon  with  General  Bimey  with  the  expectation  of  communicating 
with  him,  hut  was  disappointed,  no  vidette  having  heen  found. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  at  7.35, 1  opened  with  the  howitzers  on  Wills- 
town,  and  in  the  supposed  direction  of  the  battery,  which  we  afterwards  dis- 
covered from  the  window  of  one  of  the  mills,  but  entirely  out  of  range.  As  soon 
as  the  fog  lifted  the  vessels  were  ordered  up  as  far  as  it  was  deemed  prudent 
to  go,  and  fire  opened  at  11.30  in  the  direction  of  the  battery  and  houses  at 
Willstown  by  the  rifle  guns  of  the  McDonough  and  Hale.  After  firing  for  a 
couple  of  hours  orders  were  given  for  the  vessels  to  return  to  the  previous  an- 
chorage, and  for  the  maiines  and  howitzers  to  fall  back  to  the  place  of  debarct- 
tinn.  I  despatched  an  armed  boat  through  Mosquito  creek  to  communicate 
with  the  Dai-Ching,  being  anxious  to  learn  the  cause  of  a  large  fire  observed 
to  the  westward,  and  the  whereabouts  of  General  Bimey.  On  her  return,  at 
3  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  27th,  I  received  the  melancholy  news  of  the 
disaster  to  the  steamer  Boston,  and  that  the  general  had  returned  to  Port  Royal; 
whereupon  the  marines  and  howitzers  were  ordered  on  board,  and  at  daylight 
we  proceeded  down  the  river,  en  route  for  this  place,  where  we  arrived  this 
evening.  For  the  details  of  the  loss  of  the  Boston,  and  the  part  taken  by  the 
Dai-Ching,  in  compliance  with  my  orders,  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Chaplin.  Although  we  did  not  meet  the 
enemy,  I  am  confident,  from  the  alacrity  and  cheerfulness  with  which  my  orders 
were  obeyed,  that  the  naval  portion  of  the  expedition  would  have  brought  back 
a  far  different  account  than  that  which  must  be  told  of  the  army. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Lieutenant  Commander 
Chaplin,  and  a  sketch  showing  the  points  occupied  and  covered  by  the  forces 
under  my  command.  Hoping  I  have  carried  out  your  instructions  to  your  en- 
tire satisfaction, 

I  remain,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  STONE,^ 
Lieutenant  Commander  U.  S.  Kav^. 

Rear  Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

ConCdg  S,  A,  B,  Squadron,  Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  C.  Chaplin. 

Umtbd  States  Stbamer  Dai-Chinq, 

Saint  Helena  Sound,  May  21,  1864. 

Admiral:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Stone  to  co- 
operate with  General  Birney  in  his  expedition  to  cut  the  Charleston  and  Sa- 
vannah railroad,  I  have  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  transports,  with  the  exception  of  the  Boston,  arrived  here  at  6.30  p.  m^ 
May  25.  I  immediately  called  on  General  Birney  for  instructions,  telling  him 
I  had  no  pilot,  but  thought  I  could  find  one  on  Ash  island.  He  replied,  if  I 
did  not  find  one  he  would  send  the  captain  of  the  transport  Wyoming  to  pilot 
this  vessel  up  in  the  morning,  but  in  the  mean  time  to  send  the  Wild  Cat  out- 
side to  bring  in  the  Boston.  All  the  steamers  proceeded  up  the  Ashepoo,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Boardman,  which  grounded  near  the  mouth  of  Uie  river; 
the  Boston  arrived  about  this  time.  I  sent  Acting  Ensign  Nelson  on  board 
the  Boardman  to  render  assistance,  as  he  knew  the  channel ;  Mr.  Nelson  after- 
wards went  on  board  of  the  Boston  to  pilot  her  to  Bennett's  Point  On  his 
arrival  at  Mosquito  creek  he  informed  Colonel  Montgomery  that  that  vaa  the 
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place  where  the  landing  was  to  be  made;  Colonel  Montgomery,  seeing  a  steamer 
vUndh^  ap  the  rirery  said  his  orders  were  to  follow;  Mr.  Nelson  said  he  could 
pilot  no  further.  The  Boston  still  kept  on,  and  got  in  shore,  under  Chapman's 
Mttery,  about  midnight.  At  daylight  a  pilot  having  been  found,  I  started  up 
the  river  to  cany  out  my  orders ;  while  under  way  an  aid  of  General  Bimey 's 
eame  on  board  and  informed  me  of  the  grounding  of  the  Boston,  and  the  general 
thoaght  it  useless  for  me  to  attempt  to  get  up,  and  to  send  our  pilot  and  two 
boats  to  him.  The  pilot  of  this  vessel  was  confident  he  could  carry  the  ship  up 
with  safety;  then  the  aid  said  I  had  better  try  it,  as  we  could  render  them  val- 
iiable  assistance  in  case  of  danger.     I  proceeded  at  once  up  the  river  to  the 

toint  where  the  Boston  was  in  shore,  and  on  my  arrival  found  the  enemy  firing 
riakly  on  her  from  the  battery,  and  nearly  all  of  the  troops  ashore  in  the 
marsliy  having  thrown  away  their  arms  and  accoutrements,  and,  in  many  in- 
•taoces,  their  clothing.  I  immediately  opened  fire  from  all  of  our  guns,  and  in 
a  very  few  minutes  silenced  the  battery.  The  army  gunboat  Plato  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Boston,  we  firing  occasionally  for  two  hours  without  a  response. 

I  called  on  the  general  again,  and  asked  if  I  could  be  of  service  in  getting 
Iter  off,  or  saving  public  property.  He  replied,  "No;"  that  he  had  already 
eent  one  of  the  Dai-Ching's  boats,  with  one  of  his  own  officers  up  to  set  her  on 
fire,  and  requested  me  to  send  another  in  tow  of  the  Plato;  however,  before  she 
arrived  the  vessel  was  in  flames,  having  on  board  some  sixty  horses. 

After  the  rebels  got  the  range,  every  shot  struck  the  steamer;  fortunately 
none  were  killed  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  some  seven  or  eight  were  drowned 
in  their  hurried  attempt  to  get  on  shore.  It  was  supposed  she  had  been  struck 
seventy  or  eighty  times,  one  or  two  shots  going  through  her  boiler.  The 
colored  troops,  being  in  a  position  where  they  could  not  return  the  fire,  seemed 
to  have  been  panic  stricken,  and  Mr.  Nelson  says  it  was  as  much  as  the  officers 
could  do  to  keep  them  from  crowding  into  the  boats  and  swamping  them. 

At  11  a.  m.  the  general  started  down  to  Bennett's  Point  to  embark  his  troops, 
as  the  object  of  the  expedition  failed.  The  Dai-Ching  followed  to  cover  em- 
harcatiou.  At  2  p.  m.,  the  troops  being  all  on  board  the  transports,  they  started 
down  the  river;  we  followed,  covering  the  retreat,  and  anchored  oflf  Otter  island 
at  3.30. 

It  was  the  impression  of  Acting  Ensigns  Nelson  and  Sheppard  that  the  Bos- 
ton could  have  been  gotton  off;  at  all  events,  the  horses  might  have  been  saved, 
as  the  Plato  was  alongside  of  her  for  some  time  before  she  was  set  on  fire,  and 
not  a  shot  fired  at  them  by  the  rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CHAPLIN, 
Lieutenant  Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbv, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  COLUMBINE. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Flao-8hip  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  May  30,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received,  by  the  courtesy  of  General  Foster,  the  enclosed 
despatches  to  him  from  General  Gordon,  now  commanding  the  troops  at  Jack- 
sonville, from  which  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Columbine  has  been  captured* 
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The  loss  will  be  inaeh  felt,  because  this  is  one  of  the  few  steamers  that  I  hart 
of  such  light  dranght.  Captain  Balch  will,  no  donbt,  report  the  details  wbea 
he  getb  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yery  respectfnllj,  yomr  obedient  serrant. 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Bear-Admiral^  Commanding  S.  A.  B  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington* 


Despatch  of  Brigadier  General  George  H,  Gordon. 

Headquarters  District  of  Fi.orida, 

Jacksonville,  Florida,  May  27,  18G4. 

Captain  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  20th  instant  I  receired 
from  Colonel  Noble,  commanding  forces  east  of  St.  John's  river,  information 
that  a  force  of  about  fifteen  men  and  one  officer  had  been  captured  by  the  enemj, 
who  had  crossed  the  river  and  surprised  the  post.  On  the  morning  of  tlie  Slat 
I  advanced  Colonel  Noble  a  commni.ication,  in  which  I  ordered  him  to  with- 
draw his  guards  from  the  river  opposite  Volusia  and  Sanders.  On  the  mAX  of 
the  21st  I  received  another  communication  from  Colonel  Noble  stating  that  a 
force  less  in  number  than  that  at  Welaka  had  been  captured ;  that  the  enem j, 
reported  to  be  four  hundred  (400)  strong,  were  said  to  be  pushing  northward 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  I  received  the  last  communication  at  about  1 1  at 
night.  In  an  hour  I  started  for  the  nearest  point  to  that  threatened.  I  carried 
with  me  in  the  steamer  Charles  Houghton  two  hundred  (200)  men  from  this 
garrison.  At  my  request  Captain  Balch  ordered  two  gunboats  to  aceompanj 
me,  the  Ottawa  and  tlie  little  steam-tug  Columbine.  At  Picolata  I  added  to 
my  force  six  (6)  companies  of  Colonel  Beecher's  regiment,  and  all  the  available 
force  of  the  157th  New  York  regiment,  numbering  in  all  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty  (650)  or  seven  hundred  (700)  men.  I  was  obliged  to  use  the  naval  boats, 
as  well  as  the  Houghton,  to  transport  the  troops.  On  Sunday,  the  22d  instant,  I 
arrived  at  the  landing  opposite  Filatka.  My  movements  had  been  slightly 
delayed  by  time  expended  at  Picolata  in  filling  sand  bags  (no  cotton  or  hay 
bales,  save  one  of  the  latter,  being  available)  to  render  the  little  tng  Golnmbine 
less  vuhicrablo.  I  designed  running  the  tug  up  the  river  to  Volusia  to  protect 
that  portion  if  threatened,  which  I  could  not  doubt  from  the  report  of  Colonel 
Noble.  Although  my  march  was  lengthened  by  disembarking  opposite  Pilatka, 
I  did  not  deem  it  pi-udent  to  convey  troops  further  up  the  St.  John's.  The 
Ottawa  was  to  continue  to  the  mouth  of  Dunn's  creek  to  afibrd  all  possible  pro- 
tection to  the  Columbine.  The  Columbine  was  ordered  to  proceed  immediately 
to  Yolu»ia  and  afford  all  possible  assistance  to  the  force  at  Volusia.  The 
Houghton  was  to  await  further  orders,  and  was  to  keep  near  the  Ottawa  for  her 
protection.  1  directed  my  march  towards  the  road  from  St.  Augustine  to  the 
crossing  of  the  Haw  creek,  thence  to  Volusia. 

I  had  sent  on  ,the  evening  of  the  21st  a  despatch  to  Colonel  Noble»  saying 
that  I  should  move  for  this  position,  and  directing  him  to  keep  forward  to  the 
same  point,  and  beyond  if  practicable,  all  his  available  infantry  and  cavalry. 

I  have  thus  stated  all  the  movements  ordered  and  commenced  from  Saturday 
night  at  12  o'clock  until  Sunday  at  4  p.  m. 

Before  the  Columbine  started  1  placed  on  board  of  her,  at  the  reqnest  of  Com- 
mander Breese,  of  the  Ottawa,  a  guard  of  twenty-five  men  and  two  offieezs  of 
Colonel  Beecher's  regiment.  I  informed  her  commander  that  I  shenld  press 
forward  with  my  troops  in  the  direction  in  which  she  was  going;  that  I  woidd 
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afibid  him  all  asristance  as  soon  as  I  could  reach  him ;  that  I  shotild  not 
consider  the  discharge  of  his  artillery  as  an  indication  that  he  was  in  danger. 
Thb  was  assented  to  hy  the  commander  of  the  Columbine,  who  said  he  would 
throw  up  a  rocket  if  he  was  in  danger. 

My  march  was  prolonged  into  night.  I  accomplished  about  nine  miles,  and 
encamped  on  the  north  side  of  Haw  creek.  This  creek  is  impassable  but  by  boats. 
I  heanl  a  great  deal  of  firing  from  artillery  in  the  direction  of  the  mouth  of 
Dunn's  creek,  but  saw  no  rocket,  and  had  no  despatches.  I  presumed  the  firing 
to  be  the  ordinary  shelling  of  the  woods  by  the  gunboats.  I  pressed  forward  on 
Monday  morning,  making  that  day  about  thirty  miles.  I  encamped  at  night  at 
the  crossing  of  Haw  creek.  I  found  Colonel  Noble  had  pushed  his  infantry 
four  (4)  miles  further,  and  that  his  cavalry  was  at  Volusia. 

The  garrison  at  Volusia  was  safe,  no  rebels  this  side  of  the  river.  The  two 
small  posts  at  Welaka  and  Saunders  captui*ed,  shamefully  surrendered,  I  hear — 
not  a  gun  fired.  I  have  ordered  full  reports  to  be  made,  which  I  will  transmit 
when  received.  I  found  the  country  people  quite  excited,  and  quite  confident 
that  the  enemy,  seven  hundred  (700)  strong,  were  at  the  crossing  of  Haw  creek. 
Indeed,  from  reports,  I  had  reason  to  believe  some  truth  in  this. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  the  23d,  I  directed  Colonel  Noble  to  send  the  cavalry 
down  the  country  to  drive  in  herds  of  beef  cattle,  which  it  is  well  known  are 
smng  towards  rebel  armies.  I  also  directed  him  to  tell  the  Columbine  to  go 
down  the  river,  that  I  had  no  further  use  for  her.  The  infantry  1  ordered  to 
concentrate  at  camp,  nine  miles  south  of  St.  Augustine,  at  that  place,  and  at 
Picolata.  The  two  hundred  of  the  144tli  were  ordered  to  return  to  Jackson- 
ville. My  reasons  for  this  disposition,  and  my  views  of  the  only  mode  of 
operating  with  infantry  in  this  country,  of  immense  distances  and  illimitable 

S'ne  deserts,  I  have  given  to  the  commanding  general  in  a  private  letter. 
aving  accomplished  all  I  could,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  attempt  to 
porsue  the  enemy  across  the  river ;  and  being  totally  unprepared  to  dv)  it,  if  I 
had  thought  it  advisable,  as  I  had  no  boats,  and  having  no  rations,  and  no 
transportation  for  any  with  me,  I  made  my  way  back  to  the  landing  at  Picolata, 
to  take  the  steamer  Houghton  to  Jacksonville.  I  reached  the  river  on  Tuesday, 
the  23d,  at  about  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

A  despatch  from  the  Ottawa,  at  the  mouth  of  Dunn's  creek,  to  whom  I  sent 
my  aid,  gave  me  the  first  information  that  the  enemy  had  opened  with  artillery 
on  Sunday  night  on  the  Houghton  and  on  the  gunboat.  The  Houghton  had 
got  nnder  way  and  proceeded  down  stream ;  she  was  struck  three  times  with 
12-ponnd  solid  shot,  once  araid-ships  and  near  walking  beam.  No  great  harm 
done.  I  proceeded  to  Orange  mills,  and  there  found  the  Houghton.  This  morning 
m  report  irom  Colonel  Noble  informed  me  of  the  loss  of  the  tug  Columbine,  and 
capture  of  most  of  those  on  board.  Colonel  Noble  writes  me  that  some  ( he 
does  not  say  how  many)  of  the  35th  colored  had  made  their  way  to  Haw  creek, 
and  had  given  this  information.  They  say  that  on  Monday  night,  the  23d, 
opposite  Horse  landing,  the  Columbine  was  opened  upon  as  she  was  coming 
down  the  river;  that  she  was  disabled  by  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  was  captured 
hy  two  hundred  of  the  enemy.  It  was  on  Tuesday,  the  24th,  at  4  o'clock  p.  m., 
that  I  communicated  with  the  Ottawa,  then  lying  at  the  mouth  of  Dunn's  creek, 
and  within  five  miles  of  Horse  landing.  The  Ottawa  had  been  here  since 
Sunday,  and  yet  she  knew  nothing  of  the  report.  This  morning  my  cavalry 
captured  a  prisoner,  who  says  that  Dickerson  (rebel)  says  he  has  captured  a 
'* little  boat  and  two  small  guns;"  that  he  has  ** burned  the  boat." 

It  seems,  therefore,  that  this  firing  on  Sunday  night  was  by  the  enemy's 
artillery.  This  fact  was  not  communicated  to  me  until  Tuesday  afternoon,  too 
late  to  do  anything  for  the  Columbine,  if,  indeed,  anything  could  have  been  done 
for  her.  I  deem  it  fortunate  that  I  did  not  attempt  to  run  further  up  the  river 
than  Picolata  with  my  troops.    I  will  submit  further  facta  in  relation  to  the  loss 
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of  the  Columbine  and  tbe  capture  of  the  two  posts  at  Welaka  and  Sanndera  ai 
soon  as  received.  While  regretting  the  losses,  and  condemning  whatever  there 
may  have  been  reprehensible  in  the  conduct  of  the  commanders  at  Welaka  and 
Saunders,  I  feel  keenly  the  disaster  to  the  Columbine  and  her  gallaat  crew, 
resulting,  as  it  did,  in  the  attempt  to  relieve  my  command. 

My  reconnoissancc  to  the  front,  of  the  25th,  has  developed  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  enemy  at  Camp  Finnegan.  I  captured  a  prisoner  this  morning,  who  con- 
firms the  fact. 

The  force  in  Florida  is  as  follows :  At  Camp  Milton,  of  the  2d  Florida  cavalry. 
Colonel  McCormick,  (effective  men,)  six  hundred  (600;)  artillery,  two  (2) 
small  pieces.  Camp  Milton  and  McCurth's  creek  strongly  fortified.  At  Bald- 
win, no  troops,  strong  fortification,  two  pieces  of  artillery.  At  Trestle,  across 
the  St.  Mary's,  being  fortified  at  this  time  by  negroes.  State  troops  raised  for 
State  defence— three  companies  expected  daily  at  Milton,  and  two  thoosand 
(2,000)  in  all  looked  for.  Captain  Dickerson's  cavalry  has  two  hundred  (200) 
effective  men  stationed  at  Pilatka.  Dunham's  artillery  of  light  pieces  on  St. 
John's  river,  near  Welaka,  Saunders,  and  Horse  landing. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfuUv,  your  obediont  servant, 

GEORGE  H.  GORDON. 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 

Captain  Buroer. 

AssistaiU  Adjutant  General,  Department  South, 


Additional  report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren, 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  8.  C,  June  4,  1864. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Commander  Balch,  senior  officer  jp 
ent  in  the  St.  John's  river,  Florida,  from  which  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt 
of  the  bapture  of  the  Columbine.  As  the  officers  and  crew  are  probably  pris- 
oners, it  will  be  impossible  to  have  any  investigation  at  this  time.  There  is 
always  more  or  less  risk  in  passing  these  light  steamers  through  narrow  streams, 
where  they  are  liable  to  be  fired  on  without  any  warning  from  the  deimely 
wooded  banks,  and  cannot  turn  readily  or  manoeuvre,  while  their  armament  is 
too  trifling  to  be  of  much  account.  Still,  when  the  operations  of  the  land  forces 
require  such  aid,  it  is  necessary  to  give  it  and  do  as  well  as  we  can. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN. 
Rear-Admiralf  Com/nanding  S.  A.  B,  S^uadrtm* 
Hon.  GioEOiN  Welles, 

.    Secretary  of  the  Nacy. 


Report  of  Commander  George  B.  Balch. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pa^nbb, 

Off  Jacksonville,  Florida,  May  30,  1864^ 

Admiral  :  I  regret  to  have  to  report  the  capture  of  the  Columbine  by  the 
rebels  on  Monday,  the  23d  instant,  and  under  the  following  circumstances : 

By  the  enclosed  communications  you  will  perceive  that  two  of  our  poets  on 
the  east  side  of  the  St.  John's,  left  by  General  Bimey,  were  captniea  by  the 
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enenn^;  and  another,  consisting  of  fifty  men  atVolasia,  was  in  imminent  danger 
of  being  captured.  Information  was  received  hj  General  Gordon,  at  11.40  p. 
m.  of  the  2i8t  instant,  who  immediately  asked  my  assistance  in  trying  to  save 
the  post  at  Volusia.  Upon  consultation  with  the  general,  it  was  deemed  by  us 
advisable  to  send  the  Ottawa  and  Columbine  up  the  St.  Jol(n's — the  former  to 
go  as  ftir  up  the  river  as  the  depth  of  water  would  admit,  and  the  latter  to  pro- 
ceed to  Volusia  with  all  despatch,  to  assist  the  troops  at  that  point,  and  also  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  recrossing  to  the  west  bank  of  the  St.  John's. 

Greneral  Gordon  embarked  his  troops  in  the  Charles  Houghton,  and  without 
delay  proceeded  to  Picolata,  where  he  put  aboard  the  Ottawa  and  Columbine 
an  adaitional  force,  and,  together,  proceeded  up  the  river  to  a  point  near  Pi- 
latka,  where  he  disembarked  his  troops  and  marched  at  once  for  Volusia. 

The  Ottawa  and  Columbine  left  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  plan  as 
agreed  upon — the  Ottawa  anchoring  at  Brown's  landing,  distant  twelve  miles 
by  the  river  from  Pilatka ;  the  Houghton  in  company  for  greater  protection,  by 
order  of  General  Gordon ;  the  Columbine  proceeding  without  delay  to  Volusia 
bar,  which  she  reached  at  1 1  p.  m.  of  the  22d  instant. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese,  of  the 
Ottawa,  detailing  an  account  of  the  attack  made  on  his  vessel  and  the  Houghton 
by  a  rebel  battery.  You  will  be  pleased  to  learn  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  Breese  that  the  battery  was  soon  silenced,  and  much  to  the  credit 
of  the  officers  and  crew  of  that  vessel.  The  engagement  took  place  on  Sunday 
uight,  the  22d  instant,  and  the  Ottawa  remained  at  anchor  off  Brown's  landing 
till  the  afternoon  of  the  24th,  when  the  messenger  (referred  to  in  Lieutenant 
Commander  Breese's  report)  arrived,  bringing  the  information  from  General 
Grordon  that  all  had  been  accomplished,  and  that  the  general  had  sent  word  to 
the  Columbine  to  return. 

From  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese  I  learn  that  the  pilot  of  the  Ottawa 
(one  of  the  best  on  the  river)  declined  to  take  the  Ottawa  further  up  the  river 
than  Brown's  landing — not  on  account  of  the  depth  of  water,  but  on  account  of 
the  narrowness  of  the  channel  and  the  impossibility  of  making  the  turns  in  it 
with  a  vessel  of  the  Ottawa's  length.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  that  Lieutenant 
Commander  Breese  literally  obeyed  my  orders,  which  were  to  go  as  far  up  the 
river  as  possible. 

Bv  the  report  of  Colonel  W.  H.  Noble,  commanding  United  States  forces 
on  the  cast  side  of  the  St.  John's,  you  will  learn  that  the  Columbine  was  cap- 
tared  on  Monday  night  by  the  enemy  at  Horse  landing.  This  landing  is 
distant  by  the  river  some  five  miles  above  Brown's  landing,  where  the  Ottawa 
was  then  at  anchor.  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese  and  his  executive  officer. 
Acting  Master  Gamble,  state  that  they  heard  nothing  which  led  them  to  believe 
that  the  Columbine  was  engaged  with  the  enemy.  This  they  account  for  by 
the  dense  woods  intervening,  and  thus  preventing  the  sound  of  the  guns  reaching 
them. 

General  Gordon  informed  mo  to-day  that  he  expected  the  men  who  had 
escaped  from  the  Columbine,  and  who  had  arrived  at  St.  Angustine,  to  reach 
Jacksonville  this  evening,  and  I  regret  that  they  have  not,  as  I  was  anxious 
to  see  them,  and  get  their  statements  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  Colum- 
bine, that  I  might  transmit  them  to  you  for  your  information.  Colonel  Noble 
has  sent  GeneraJ  Gordon  statements  from  two  of  those  who  escaped  from  the 
Columbine,  and  they  are  to  the  effect  that  she  was  on  her  way  down  the  river, 
and  that  when  near  Horse  landing  she  commenced  shelling  the  woods  in  that 
vicinity ;  soon  after  opening  fire,  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  her  rudder  chains  being  shot  away  at  the  first  discharge,  and  that  she 
ran  aground ;  that  she  fired  on  the  enemy,  and,  from  the  account  referred  to, 
surrendered  after  being  under  fire  from  one  hour  to  three  hours ;  these  men  re- 
port several  killed  and  some  eight  wounded  and  five  men  drowned.     It  will  be 
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more  satisfactoiy  to  jou  to  havo  the  statements  of  those  who  have  escaped,  and 
at  the  earliest  moment  possible  I  will  examine  them»  and  transmit  to  you  their 
statements. 

I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  of  the  Columbine,  bat  I  did  not,  under  the 
pressure  of  the  call  made  upon  me,  feel  that  I  could  do  otherwise  than  to  co- 
operate to  the  utmost  to  save  our  forces,  threatened  as  they  were,  and  which 
we  had  reason  to  believe  would  be  captured  if  vigorous  and  prompt  aBSistance 
were  not  rendered.  I  have  proposed  to  General  Gordon  to  send  out  a  flag  of 
truce  for  the  purpose  of  learning  everything  wo  can  in  relation  to  the  capture  of 
the  Columbine,  and  this  will  be  done  at  the  earliest  moment  deemed  adviBable; 
but  as  the  general  intends  to  move  against  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  Ist 
of  June,  he  seems  to  think  it  better  to  delay  taking  a  step  of  this  kind  till  he 
has  accomplished  his  movement.  The  rebel  force  in  front  is  said  to  be  weak, 
and  I  trust  he  will  succeed  in  inflicting  a  serious  blow  on  the  enemy. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH, 
Commander  and  Senior  Officer  pr^^enL 
Bear- Admiral  J.  A,  Dahlurbn, 

Com'dg  S,  A,  B.  Squadron  of  CJiarleston^  S*  C. 


Additional  report  of  Rear- Admiral  J.  A,  DaJilgren. 

Flag-Steamrr  Philadelphia, 

Off  Morris  Is f and,  June  18,  18C4. 

Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  Commander  Btilch  giving  some  par- 
ticulars of  the  capture  of  the  Columbine.  There  is  always  some  satisfaction  in 
knowing  that  when  a  vessel  is  lost  every  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  it  by 
a  stout  defence.  Of  course  it  is  impossible  to  be  certain  of  all  the  facts  nntil 
they  are  developed  by  a  court  of  inquiry,  which  can  only  be  instituted  when  a 
sufficient  amount  of  evidence  is  obtained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGUKN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadrom* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Additional  report  of  Commander  G.  B.  Balch. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pawnee, 

Off  Mayport  Mills,  Florida,  June  12,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  hrrewith  to  transmit  the  statement  of  Drover 
Edwards,  (landsman,)  lately  attached  to  the  Columbine.  He  escaped  from  that 
vessel  after  she  surrendcrt^d,  but  before  the  rebels  took  possession.  He  Is  in- 
telligent, and  gives  tlie  subjoined  statement  clearly  and  with  every  appearance 
of  truth.  From  his  statement  I  rejoice  to  believe  that  the  honor  of  tnc  navy 
was  fully  and  gloriously  maintjiined  ;  and  though  we  have  to  regret  the  loss  of 
a  very  useful  vessel,  still  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  she  was  in  the  perform- 
ance of  most  important  service,  viz :  the  assistance  of  our  troops,  which  were  in 
imminent  danger  of  being  cut  off'  by  the  enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  BALCH. 
Commander,  United  States  Nartf. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S,  A,  B,  Squadron  off*  Charleston,  S.  C 
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filMnMII  ^  Drover  Edwardif  f landsman  J  late  attached  to  the  Columhine, 
wAo  eecaped  by  swimmiw  to  the  east  side  of  the  St.  John^s  on  the  23d  daj  of 
Ma^t  1864,  the  day  of  the  engagement  of  the  Columbine  toith  the  rebel  bat- 
tery  di  Horse  landing,  on  the  St,  John's  river,  Florida, 

Vht  Cdambtne  arrived  at  Volusia  bar  at  11.30  p.  m.  on  Sandaj  night,  the 
SSd  instant.  Next  morning  a  boat  was  sent  to  communicate  with  our  troops  at 
Aak  po0t;  foand  all  safe.  At  noon  Monday,  23d  instant,  the  Columbine  started 
te  hernConi;  she  stopped  at  Wilatka,  a  landing  place  above  Horse  Landing* 
mbovl  hiUf  an  hour,  and  then  proceeded  down  the  river. 

At  4  p.  m.,  when  near  Horse  Landing,  called  all  hands  to  quarters,  and  com- 
niMieed  shelling  the  woods,  and  when  opposite  the  landing  fired  two  more  rounds ; 
the  lebelB  opened  fire  from  a  battery  distant  not  more  than  thirty  yards,  the  for- 
ward gon  being  struck  and  knocked  around,  the  carriage  being  injured,  but  not 
80  as  to  render  the  gun  useless ;  and  the  wheel-ropes  being  shot  away,  endeavors 
were  made  to  repair  the  wheel-ropes,  but  before  this  could  be  done  she  was 
aground. 

We  continued  firing ;  Captain  Sanborn  had  given  orders  to  hook  her  on  with 
the  object  of  endeavoring  to  run  by  the  battery,  but  she  was  aground ;  direc- 
tions were  given  by  Captain  Sanborn  to  shift  the  forward  gun  over  to  the  star- 
board side,  to  bring  it  to  bear  on  the  battery ;  this  was  done,  and  fire  opened 
again  on  the  battery.  The  captain  (Sanborn)  fired  every  gun,  and  this  con- 
tiooed  till  about  G  p.  m.,  steady  firing. 

Many  were  killed  by  the  rebel  fire,  as  also  many  wounded;  estimates  the  total 
killed  and  wounded  at  twenty  (20.) 

Gaptain  Daniels,  commanding  detachment  of  35th  United  States  colored 
troops,  was  wounded;  saw  many  lying  in  the  gangway  killed  and  wounded;  I 
saw  five  drowned,  four  being  soldiers,  and  the  other  belonged  to  the  Columbine, 
WilKam  Moran,  (landsman,)  colored.  At  about  G  p.m.  Captain  Sanborn  showed 
a  white  flag  and  surrendered.  The  rebels  hailed  and  told  him  to  send  a  boat 
ashore;  boat  was  riddled  with  shot;  did  not  send  a  boat.  The  rebels  sent  off 
three  boats  ;  when  nearly  alongside,  I  jumped  overboard  and  swam  to  the  east 
aide  of  the  river,  and  escaped  to  the  woods.  Here  I  met  three  soldiers  of  the 
35th  United  States  colored  troops,  who  had  also  jumped  overboard;  together  we 
made  our  way  to  St.  Augustine,  which  place  we  reached  in  five  days. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  is  true  and  correct. 

bin 

DHOVEE  +  EDWARDS. 

mark. 

Certified  to  aa  the  statement  of  Drover  Edwards,  (landsman,)  late  of  the 
Colambine. 

Jane  12, 1864, 

GEORGE  B.  BALCH,   United  States  Navy. 


List  of  officers  and  men  captured. 

Flaq-Stbambr  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Harbor,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  department,  list  of  the  olG- 
cersand  men  of  the  United  States  steam-tug  Columbine,  captured  by  the  enemy 
Kay  23,  1864,  and  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Very  respectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
ReoT'Admiral,  (commanding  8.  A,  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDBoN  WbllbSi  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


• 
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List  of  prisoners  captured  on  the  steamer  Columbine,  May  23,  1864. 

F.  Sanborn,  acting  ensign ;  J.  H.  Johnston  and  George  Whitney,  3d  assist- 
ant engineers ;  W.  D.  Spencer,  master's  mate ;  G.  F.  Allison,  auartermaster*! 
cook  ;  Jno.  Smith  and  Geo.  Walsh,  miartermasters ;  Nicholas  Fierny,  Bobert 
Haddon  and  J.  II.  Ellis,  firemen ;  John  McDonald,  Michael  Noe,  Patrick 
Kelly  and  Mike  Drilly,  coal-heavers ;  Wiley  Bloom,  A.  Mills,  J.  Hastings, 
A.  Lewis,  George  Hall,  W.  Au!«tin,  T.  Wiggins,  W.  Wyatt,  W.  Hampton,  J, 
Jenkins,  W.  Hart,  and  J.  Harrison,  sailors  ;  H.  Pearson,  cook — total  27. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  abstract  from  the  list  famished  by  Major 
General  Anderson,  commanding  confederate  forces  in  Florida. 

EDELEMIRE  MAYER, 
Major  1th  Regiment  U,  b.  S.  F.,  A.  A.  A.  G. 
Headquarters  District  of  Florida, 

Jacksonville^  June  13,  1864. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Frank  W.  Sanborn. 

Unitkd  States  Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor ^  S,  C,  September  3,  18G4. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  and  unpleasant  duty  to  report  to  you  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Columbine,  under  my  com- 
mand, in  the  St.  John's  river,  on  May  23,  18G4. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  at  4  a  m.,  I  received  orders  by  the  army  transport  Charles 
Houghton  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Jj.  L.  Breese,  comm^uiding  the 
L'nited  States  steamer  Ottawa.  I  reported  to  him  at  5  a.  m.  and  asiiisted  her 
in  reaching  Pilatka.  From  this  place  I  was  by  him  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Volusia  and  convey  such  orders  as  I  might  receive  from  General  Gordon,  to 
whom  he  ordered  me  to  report.  Reporting  to  General  Gordon  at  a  landing  op- 
posite Pilatka,  T  received  orders  from  General  Gordon  to  receive  on  board  a  de- 
tachment of  the  35rh  United  States  infantry,  (colored,)  under  command  of  Captain 
Daniels,  as  a  guard,  and  verbal  orders  to  be  communicated  to  the  commandant 
of  the  i)()st  of  Volusia,  fifty  miles  further  up  the  river. 

Leaving  JMIatka  and  the  Ottawa,  with  orders  to  return  immediately,  at  6  p. 
m.,  I  reached  Volusia  bar,  five  miles  from  Volusia,  at  1 1.30  p.  m.,  when  I  dropped 
anchor.  In  the  mDniing,  owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  tide,  I  found  it  impos- 
sible to  saf<?ly  cross  tin;  bar  with  the  Columbine.  I  therefore  despatched  Acting 
Master's  Mate  W.  li.  Spencer  with  an  armt^d  boat's  crew  to  convey  General 
Gordon's  orders  to  the  commandant  of  the  post  at  Volusia  and  r  turn  imme- 
diatc^ly.  He  was  successful  iu  so  doing,  and  returned  to  the  vessel  a  11.30  a.m. 
of  the  •23d. 

Immediately  after  his  return  I  weighed  anchor  and  commenced  my  retnm. 
I  stopped  at  llemberl's  and  Wclaka  on  my  return,  at  which  latter  place  I  obtained 
the  particulars  of  the  Cji]>ture  of  a  detachment  of  the  17th  Connecticut  volun- 
teer infantry,  under  command  of  one  Captain  Hovey.  This  was  part  of  my 
ordei*s. 

Immediately  after  my  departure  from  Welaka  I  beat  to  quartern,  as  1  expected 
to  be  fired  upon  by  infantry  at  Horse  or  Cannon's  landing.  Upon  rounding 
the  point  next  above,  I  opened  fire  upon  the  landing  and  road  ab;)ve,  leading  to 
it,  as  soon  as  my  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear.  Also  giving  the  orders  to 
slow  down  and  Iowit  the  torpedo-eatchere,  which  were  immediately  executed. 

I  could  discover  nothing  suspicious  until  directly  abreast  the  landing,  dii«tant 
about  one  hundred  yards,  when  two  pieces  of  artillery,  concealed  by  the  shrub- 
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beiy  and  undergrowth,  almost  Bimultaneouslj  opened  fire  upon  me.  I  instantly 
gave  orders  to  nook  on,  bnt  unfortunately  the  second  shot  of  the  enemy  cut  my 
wheel-chains,  and  at  the  same  time  the  pilot  abandoned  the  wheel  and  jumped 
over  the  bow.  The  vessel  almost  immediately  went  ashore  upon  a  mud  bank. 
Before  she  struck,  one  of  the  enemy's  shot  struck  the  main  steam-pipe,  knock- 
ing a  hole  in  it,  causing  a  great  loss  of  steam.  Her  being  ashore,  and  the  injury 
to  the  wheel-chains,  were  reported  to  me  at  nearly  the  same  moment.  I  left  the 
huiricane  deck,  and  took  charge  of  the  forward  gun,  sending  Mr.  Spencer  afb  on 
the  quarter  deck  to  ship  the  tiller  and  hook  the  relieving  tackles,  at  the  same 
time  stopping  ami  backing  the  engine. 

The  engineer,  Mr.  Johnson,  now  reported  the  loss  of  steam,  and  at  nearly 
the  same  moment  Mr.  Spencer  reported  the  quarterdeck  swept  by  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters  and  grape,  and  the  after  gun  abandoned,  and  Mr.  Davis  killed. 

1  now  placed  the  forward  gun  in  charge  of  Quartf^rmaster  James  Smith,  and 
repaired  to  the  quarter  deck.  I  saw  immediately  the  utter  impossibility  of  sav- 
ing the  vessel  unless  the  enemy  could  be  dislodged.  I  now  returned  to  the 
forward  gun,  of  which  I  took  charge,  at  the  same  time  ordering  Mr.  Spencer  to 
try  and  rally  the  infantry,  which  was  now  jumping  overboard  on  all  sides  and 
swimming  ashore.  By  our  united  exertions  we  finally  stopped  them.  The 
engineer  in  charge,  Mr.  Johnson,  at  this  time  informed  me  the  engine  was  use- 
less, as  one  of  the  frame  timbers  had  been  shot  away  and  locked  the  wheel.  The 
officer  in  charge  of  the  infantry  having  been  wounded,  the  second  in  command 
and  myself  seeing  all  hopes  of  escape  cut  off,  and  the  riflemen  on  the  port  bank 
of  the  river  shooting  the  men  down  at  the  forward  gun,  I  called  a  council  of  my 
remaining  officers,  in  which  it  was  decided  to  surrender.  I  was  spared  the 
mortification  of  hauling  down  the  flag,  it  having  been  shot  away  in  the  early 
part  of  the  action.  It  now  became  my  humiliating  duty  to  hoist  a  white  flag  to 
prevent  the  further  useless  expenditure  of  human  life.  A  boat  from  the  enoKny 
immediately  boarded  me,  dem^inding  the  surrender  of  the  vessel.  I  refused  to 
surrender  to  the  officer  in  the  bo?it,  but  having  my  own  boat,  went  on  shore  and 
asked  to  see  the  commanding  officer.  I  was  immediately  presented  to  Captain 
Dickerson,  Confederate  Slates  army,  from  whom  I  demanded,  in  case  of  an 
unconditional  surrender,  personal  safety  to  the  officers  and  colored  men  on  board, 
which  was  immediately  guaranteed,  whereupon  I  surrendered  myself,  officers, 
and  crew  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  my  vessel  a  prize  to  the  (so-called)  Confede- 
rate States  or  America. 

The  loss  in  killed,  wounded  and  missing  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Acting  Master's  Mate  John  Davis,  while  nobly  performing  his  duty,  killed ; 
privates,  five  (5)  wounded,  sixteen  killt^d  and  missing. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  recommending  to  your  favorable  notice  the  conduct  of 
Acting  Third  Assistant  En^^ineer  Henry  J.  Johnson,  who  coolly  performed  his 
duty  until  the  engine  became  disabled,  when  he  rendered  me  the  most  valuable 
assistance  on  deck ;  also  that  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  B.  Spencer. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  immediately  after  the  removal  of  the 
wounded  the  enemy  set  hiir  on  tire,  burning  her  to  the  water's  edge,  without 
removing  an  article  of  value. 

She  also  formed  the  funeral  pyre  for  tho^e  who  fell  while  nobly  defending 
her  and  the  flag  from  dishonor.  The  remains  of  Mr.  Davis  were  decentlv 
interred,  covered  by  the  flag  he  loved  so  well  and  which  he  died  bravely  defend- 
ing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
N  FRANK  W.  SANBORN,^ 

Acting  Ensign,  United  Ittatca  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbx, 

Camfnanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Port  Rot/al,  S,  C 
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Additioital  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Frank  W.  Sanborn. 

United  States  Steamer  Philadelphia, 

Port  Royal  Ilarbort  S.  C,  September  3,  18G4. 

SiK  :  In  obedience  to  your  expresz^ed  dc^^ire.  I  hare  the  honor  to  present  to 
Tou  a  rcpoi-t  ot'iuy  movemL-iit^s  since  the  time  of  my  capture,  Maj  23,  1864. 

Ou  the  evening  of  my  capture  I  wag  taken  to  Camp  Gall,  the  headqaarten of 
my  captor,  C.iptain  Dicker:*ou,  by  whom  I  wad  very  kindly  treated,  together 
M'ith  my  officers  and  crew. 

Ou  the  morning  of  the  24th,  at  11  a.  m.,  he  gave  to  the  officers  a  wagon,  and 
to  the  wounded  a  wagon,  to  tran!>port  them  to  Gainsville.  The  privates  were 
compelled  to  mirch,  but  the  officer  iu  command  made  frequent  halt ■«,  in  order 
that  the  men  might  not  become  too  fatigued.  We  reached  Gaiusviiie  on  the 
niijniing  of  the  2(3ih.  and  remained  until  that  of  the  27th,  when  we  were  placed 
iu  pa:>8enger  cars  and  conveyed  to  L:ike  City,  at  which  place  we  arrived  at  12 
p.  m.  We  remained  here  until  the  folluwing  mumiug.  when  we  took  passage  in 
a  box-car  for  Madison,  (all  the  negroes  and  Captain  Daniels  remaining  behind,) 
which  place  we  reached  at  about  9  a.  m.  Tran.^portation  was  procured  for  oar 
baggage,  and  we  cummenced  a  wearisome  march  for  Quitman,  which  place  we 
leached  on  the  evening:  of  the  ensuino:  da  v. 

On  the  following  morning  we  were  placid  iu  box-cars  and  taken  to  Savannah^ 
which  place  we  reached  at  5  p.  ni.,  and  were  marched  to  Oglethorp  barracksf 
where  we  rem  lined  all  night;  this  being  the  first  time  since  our  capture  aroo 
of  auv  kind  covered  us,  or  we  had  beeu  directly  insulted  by  the  officer  in  com- 
mand. 

The  next  morning  we  were  again  placed  in  box-cars,  and  on  the  same  cveninff 
arrived  in  Macon.  From  the  depot  a  guard  of  Georgians  took  us  in  charge 
.*:ud  m:irched  us  to  C)glethi»rp  barracks,  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  depot. 
Here,  1  regret  to  say.  myself  and  officers  were  separated  from  the  white  portion 
of  the  crew,  who  were  taken  to  Andersonvillo. 

1  regret  to  say  my  officers  and  myself  were  here  compelled  to  submit  to  a 
most  humiliating  search  of  our  persons  and  baggage,  the  confederate  authori- 
ties taking  any  and  all  uoney  from  each  officer,  giving  him  therefor  a  receipL 
Iu  many  cases  the  officers  never  saw  their  money  again,  or  were  compelled  to 
draw  it  from  the  confederate  authorities  at  the  rate  of  four  and  a  half  (4^)  con- 
federate for  one  United  .States  national  currency,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 
rates  uf  exchange  by  private  parties  wa.*  from  eight  to  ten  i^StolO;  for  one  of 
the  same.  After  having  been  subjected  to  the  searching  process,  we  were  shown 
into  a  yard,  containing  about  three  and  one-half  (3^)  acres  or  less,  in  which  were 
alreadv  condned  over  eleven  hundred  (l.lUU)  prisouers,  with  no  instructions  afl 
to  thc'rules  and  regulations,  nor  what  to  do  or  how  to  act. 

We  fiuallv,  as  it  was  now  diirk,  bivouacked  iu  the  open  air.  The  next  morn- 
in*'  showed  us  here  we  would  have  to  remiiii  for  some  time.  Mastering  together 
our  blankets,  wo  formed  them  into  a  sort  of  a  tent,  which,  though  open  at  both 
ends,  protected  us  fn^m  the  hot.  scorching  rays  of  a  noonday  sun.  During  the 
morning  a  ration  was  served  out  xo  us,  which  consisted  of  about  a  pint  of  corn-meal 
and  a  table-sp<>onful  oi  salt  each. 

I  remained  in  Macou,  together  with  my  other  officers,  until  the  latter  part  of 
July,  when  1  was  among  the  drst  six  hundred  sent  to  Charleston.  At  the  time 
of  our  leavino*,  it  was  stated  one  thousand  remained,  of  which  1  have  no  doabt 
Our  rations  in  Macon  were  of  the  poorest  kind— the  bacon  frequently  decayed 
and  always  full  of  maggots ;  the  rice  full  of  weavils;  the  beans  full  of  worms 
and  musty,  and  the  meal  sometimes  musty ;  our  supply  of  salt  very  insufficient* 

and  no  vegetables.  ,  ,       ,  , 

At  the  time  of  my  leaving  Macon  miny  were  prostrated  by  the  scni^.  and 

some  had  died  of  iu    Among  my  immediate  acviuaintancea  was  and  u  a  Mr. 
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£1118,  <^  the  nsLYj,  who  was  suffering  severely  from  its  effects  in  Macon  ;  his 
body  being  covered  with  huge  sores,  which,  since  his  removal  to  Charleston, 
have  become  somewhat  better,  but  far  from  well. 

Daring  the  first  few  days  we  were  in  Charleston  we  (the  six  hundred)  were 
confined  in  the  jail-yard,  with  no  protection  from  the  weather  but  what  is  known 
in  the  army  as  a  shelter  tent,  into  each  of  which  six  were  obliged  to  crowd,  and 
in  one  case  eight  We  were  here  nearly  starved ;  compelled  to  mix  with  de- 
serters, murderers,  house-breakers,  and  felons  of  every  description ;  add  to  this 
the  brackish  water  and  the  filth,  dirt,  refuse  which  was  allowed  to  collect  in 
piles,  and  which  created  a  stench  sufficient  to  breed  the  most  loathsome  diseases, 
and  the  meagre  food,  our  position  was  far  from  pleasant  For  several  days  a  table- 
spoonful  of  lard  and  a  cup  of  meal  was  the  only  ration,  but  then  again,  on 
some  days,  our  ration  would  consist  of  a  loaf  of  wheat  or  rice  bread  and  a  pound 
of  fresh  meat 

From  the  jail-yard  I  was  removed  to  the  workhouse,  together  with  a  number 
of  others;  here  the  rations  were  better  a  little,  but  we  only  remained  a  few  days, 
when  we  were  taken  to  Roper  hospital.  Here  we  were  required  to  give  our  parole 
not  to  attempt  to  escape  or  hold  any  communication  with  any  person  outside  the 
prison  limits.  The  building  is  large,  airy,  and  commodious,  has  a  fine  yard  and 
oalcony  in  front,  good  yard  and  accommodations  in  the  rear  for  cooking  and 
washing,  and  is  altogether  far  superior  to  any  former  accommodations.  The  ra- 
tions are  also  of  a  better  quality,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  have  been  increased 
in  qoanity,  but  still  are  very  poor  rations  indeed. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  the  proper  medicines  in  the  confederacy,  and  many 
of  our  officers  are  now  ButFering  in  the  hospitals  for  the  want  of  proper  medici^^e. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  sir,  that  at  the  time  of  my  capture  my  officers  and 
myself  were  robbed  of  much  clothing  and  valuables,  and  iind  it  a  common  prac- 
tice of  the  confeds  to  rob  men  of  boots,  hats,  pants,  coats,  or  anything  they  may 
choose  to  fancy. 

During  the  time  I  have  been  confined  in  Charleston  I  have  been  unwell,  and 
hare  repeatedly  gone  to  the  confederate  surgeon.  Doctor  Rett,  for  medicine, 
which  he  has  given  me,  but  unifoimly  without  success.  My  case  now  be- 
eame  quite  bad,  and  on  my  reporting  to  him  on  Tuesday  last  for  medicine,  he 
frankly  informed  me  he  could  do  nothing  for  me,  and  said,  furthermore,  I  would 
not  live  in  the  south,  offering  at  the  same  time,  if  I  would  make  application,  to 
give  hb  certificate  and  influence  in  my  behalf.  I  accented  his  kind  offer,  and  made 
application,  which  was  granted.  I  signed  my  parole  September  1,  was  placed 
Inside  of  our  lines,  off  Charleston,  on  the  2d ;  came  here  on  the  Wyoming  last 
night  at  9  p.  m.,  and  now  have  the  honor  to  rep>;rt  to  you. 

Ilie  person  for  whom  I  am  to  try  and  effect  an  exchange  is  Captain  Henry 
Boneaa,  captured  in  the  blockade  runner  Ella  Annie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  W.  SANBORN, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlcsren, 

iJom*dg  S,  A.  B.  bquadrouy  Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  WATER  WITCH. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  J,  A.  Dahlgren. 

Flao-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  S.  C,  June  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  forward   the  enclopcd,  giving  in- 
farmation  of  the  capture  of  the  United  States  steamer  Water  Witch. 

22n 
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The  news  reached  me  about  1  p.  m.  to-day,  and  shortly  after  I  despatebed 
the  Winona  to  Ossabaw  with  a  steam-tug. 

The  Unadilla  will  leave  sooii,  in  order  to  assist  in  remedying  this  disaster. 
The  Femandina,  which  was  lying  at  St.  Catharines,  not  far  from  Ossabaw,  got 
under  way,  on  hearing  the  news,  and  put  to  sea. 

If  the  rebels  had  used  despatch,  they  might  have  captured  the  Fernandina, 
too,  as  she  is  a  sailing  vessel,  and  not  suspecting  anything  wrong,  would  have 
fallen  an  easy  prey.         ••••••  • 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A,  B,  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  TV.  Kcnniston. 

United  States  Steamer  South  Carolina, 

Tyhee  Roads,  June  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  very  respectfully  report  the  capture  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Water  Witch,  as  communicated  to  me  by  Master's  Mate  Wright,  attached  to 
the  United  States  ship  Fernandina,  which  arrived  off  here  this  morning,  and 
8e#t  a  boat  in. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  a  contraband,  who  escapc'd  from  the  Water 
Witch  after  her  capture,  and  was  taken  on  board  the  Fernandina  from  the  S£. 
point  of  Ossabaw  island: 

The  Water  Witch  first  saw  a  large  barge  loaded  with  men  close  to  them, 
about  2  a.  m.,  June  3.  They  hailed  it,  and  the  answer  was,  Oo  to  hell,  yoa 
sons  of  bitches,  followed  by  a  volley  of  musketry  at  the  Water  Witch.  The 
executive  officer  was  on  deck  and  sprung  the  rattle  at  once,  and  the  pilot,  who 
was  in  the  pilot-house,  rung  the  bell  to  go  ahead.  Before  they  could  slip  the 
cable  the  rebels  were  on  board,  and  at  the  same  time  they  were  boarded  by 
boats  on  the  other  side.  The  fighting  commenced  at  once,  hand  to  hand, 
with  cutlasses  and  pistols,  and  lasted  some  half  hour  or  more  before  the  capture 
was  complete. 

The  contraband  was  ordered  on  deck,  together  with  the  engineers  from  the 
engine-room  ;  got  forward  and  jumped  overboard  as  soon  as  he  could.  As  he 
was  leaving,  heard  one  of  the  crew  say  •*  My  God,  I  am  shot ;"  does  not  know 
how  many  were  killed.  When  overboard,  saw  four  boats  on  the  side  he  jumped 
from,  and  thinks  there  were  four  on  the  other  side;  started  for  shore,  and 
finally  succeeded  in  reaching  Raccoon  island,  having  swam  IJ-  mile  ;  went  from 
there  to  Ossabaw,  where  he  lay  in  sight  of  the  Water  Witch  until  some  time 
after  daylight.  Water  Witch  had  not  then  been  moved ;  rebels  seemed  to  bo 
having  a  grand  "jubilee"  on  board.  Contraband  went  to  southeast  point  of  Ossa- 
baw, made  signals  to  the  Fernandina,  which  took  him  on  board  at  11.30  a.  m., 
dd  June. 

The  Fernandina  intended  to  communicate  with  Wassaw,  but  drifted  by  and 
sent  a  boat  in  here.  I  have  sent  a  boat  to  Wassaw  to  communicate  with  the 
vessels  lying  there ;  have  also  sent  a  telegraph  to  you  from  Fort  Pulaaki,  and 
shall  send  a  boat  with  this  immediately. 

I  have  ordered  the  Fernandina  to  cruise  along  the  coast,  and  eommnnicate 
with  the  Pawnee  as  she  c^mes  north. 

I  have  coal  brig  alongside  discharging  coal  for  Harvest  Moon,  and  duJl  1»I» 
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lisl  bar  to-nigfat,  if  possible,  in  order  to  have  her  out  of  the  way.    Hare  sent 
boats  off  in  preference  to  moving  myself,  as  they  will  save  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respect  till  ly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  KENN1S1H3N, 
Acting  Volunteer  Liieutencnt,  Senior  Officer  praenL 
fiearwAdmiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbn, 
Commanding  S,  A,  B,  Squadron. 

P.  S. — The  Harvest  Moon  left  here,  in  obedience  to  orders,  at  3  p.  m.,  June 
3,  1864,  for  St.  John's  Florida, 


Additional  report  of  Rear- Admiral  Dahlgren. 

Flag-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 
Ptrrt  Royal  Harbor t  S.  C,  June  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  doubt  the  capture  of  the  Water  Witch, 
with  all  on  boai*d,  except  one  contraband,  who  escaped  and  gave  information  of 
what  took  place ;  on  hearing  of  which,  I  despatched  the  Winona  at  once,  and 
two  other  gunboats  followed  soon  after.  The  Wissahickon  also  went  round 
from  Wassaw.     The  orders  were  to  retake  her  or  destroy  her. 

Captain  Stone,  the  senior  officer  present,  reported  last  evening  that,  after  ar- 
riving at  Ossabaw,  he  proceeded  up  the  sound,  and  into  Vernon  river,  as  far  as 
the  batteries  permitted,  but  could  see  nothino^  of  the  Wat«r  Witch.  She  may 
have  been  taken  to  sea,  or  into  some  of  the  inland  passages  entirely  out  of  sight. 

It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  long  and  undisturbed  possession  has  relaxed  the 
vigilance  of  our  blockaders,  and  that  in  some  instances  precautions  have  been  omit- 
ted, because  they  seemed  needless  in  places  where,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach, 
not  a  living  soul  is  to  be  seen  for  months  that  looks  like  an  enemy. 

In  February  last  the  following  passages  occur  in  a  general  order  which  I 
issued : 

"  If  vessels  on  blockade  are  at  anchor,  they  are  not  safe,  particulary  in  smooth 
water,  without  out-riggers  and  hawsers  stretched  around,  with  rope-netting  drop- 
ped in  the  water. 

•«  Vessels  on  inside  blockade  had  better  take  post  outside  at  night,  and  keep 
underway  until  these  precautions  are  completed. 

"  All  tlie  boats  must  be  on  the  patrol  when  the  vessel  is  not  in  movement. 

**  The  commanders  of  vessels  are  required  to  use  their  utmost  vigilance- 
nothing  less  will  serve." 

It  seems,  however,  that  occasional  warnings  will  alone  serve  to  keep  up  at- 
tention, and  it  is  well  when  the  disaster  is  not  too  serious. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised,  however,  that  the  force  under  my  command  is  be- 
coming inadequate  to  the  duties  of  this  station.  It  is  now  so  much  reduced  by 
the  aWnce  of  vessels  that  are  disabled  and  under  repairs,  by  losses,  and  by  the 
reduction  in  numbers  of  men  whose  times  have  expired,  that  it  is  difficult  to  sus- 
tain the  blockade  efficiently,  and,  in  some  cases,  with  safety. 

But  for  the  fortunate  escape  of  the  contraband,  which  gave  warning,  the  rebels 
might  have  captured  several  isolated  blockaders,  who  would  never  have  sus- 
pected her  new  character.  •••••• 

I  have  just  received  a  report  from  the  Femandina,  ft'om  which  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  Water  Witch  was  not  yielded  without  a  severe  contest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  8.  A.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  JS.  Stone, 

United  States  Steamer  Winona, 

OssahaiD  Sounds  June  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  crossed  the  bar  at  Ossabaw,  and  anchored  this  morning  at  6.30.  I 
found  the  United  States  steamer  Wissahickon,  Lieutenant  Commander  Cros- 
man,  here,  he  having  come  up  last  evening  on  information  received  from  the 
only  person  who  escaped  capture.  It  appears  that  the  Water  Witch  was 
captured  by  four  armed  launches,  at  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  I 
informed  you  by  telegraph.  I  ascended  the  Venion  river,  to  a  point  as  near  to 
the  battery  at  Buely  as  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  go.  From  that  point  I  was 
enabled  to  see  well  up,  above  Fort  McAlister,  and  I  am  certain  that  she  has 
either  been  taken  to  sea  or  carried  entirely  out  of  my  reach.  Had  1  been  able 
to  see  her,  I  should  have  captured  or  destroyed  her  if  it  had  cost  me  one-half  of 
my  command.  I  buried  the  remains  of  one  of  her  crew,  a  black  man,  whose 
body  we  found  floating  near  Raccoon  key.  *  I  shall  send  out  to-night  two  picket- 
boats  at  points  which  will  render  it  impossible  for  them  to  surprise  me,  and  con- 
tinue to  do  so  as  long  as  I  remain  here. 

Mr.  Uaiford  thinks  that  the  vessel  below  this  Saint  Catherine  has  left»  as 
nothing  could  be  seen  of  her  as  we  passed  in  this  morning.  Taking  that  into 
consideration,  I  judge  it  must  have  been  her  that  we  saw  last  evening  standing 
to  the  northward.  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  retain  the  Unadilla,  as  I 
cannot  now  see  the  least  chance  for  active  operations.  She  will  therefore  cany 
back  the  despatches.  The  Larkspur,  Captain  Davis,  I  have  despatched  to  the 
southward  to  communicate  the  intelligence  and  necessary  warning.  I  am  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Hafford  and  Captain  Davis,  of  the  Larkspur,  for  that  assistance 
which  alone  has  enabled  me  to  make  so  promptly  the  above-mentioned  recon- 
noissance.  1  think  I  shall  carry  out  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Uafford  with 
reference  to  some  negroes  on  a  farm  near  by.  lie  will  inform  you  where  it  is. 
I  send  you  an  vnintelligent  contraband. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  E.  STONE, 
Lieut enarU  Commander ^  United  States  Navy, 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B,  Squadron^  Port  Royal  Harbart  S,  C. 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W,  W.  KennuUm* 

United  States  Steamer  South  Carolina, 

Tybee  Roads,  June  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  very  respectfully  report  that  while  Captain  Babcock,  commanding 
United  States  schooner  T.  A.  Ward,  was  at  Fort  Pulaski,  to  forward  tele- 
ic   despatch    concerning  the   capture  of  United  States   steamer  Water 

Itch  by  the  rebels  at  Ossabaw,  he  heard  that  some  deserters  from  Savannah 
had  reached  there.  Was  not  allowed  to  communicate  with  them,  bot  was 
informed  by  the  major  commanding  that  there  was  nothing  new  at  Savannah, 
and  that  the  deserters  stated  that  several  boats  from  the  rams  and  gunboats  at 
Savannah,  filled  with  men,  passed  Thunderbolt  on  the  night  of  June  2,  bound 
to  Ossabaw.  A  Savannah  paper  of  June  1  stated  that  some  of  the  crew  of  the 
steamer  Columbian,   meaning,  perhaps,  the  Columbine,  had  passed  through 
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Sayannah  on  their  way  north.     Also,  stated  that  about  sixty  negroes  were  cap- 
tured at  the  same  time  as  the  Columbian. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  KENNI8T0N, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut,  Com*dg,  Senior  Officer  present. 
Bear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B,  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lewis  West, 

United  States  Bark  Fernandina, 

Of  Wassaw,  June  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  At  9.30  a.  m.  June  3,  during  my  absence  at  Sapclo,  where  I  had  gone 
to  communicate  with  the  Massachusetts,  a  man  was  seen  on  the  south  end  of 
Ossabaw  island  making  signals  to  the  ship.  On  getting  him  on  board,  he 
proved  to  be  a  contraband  named  Peter  Mcintosh,  belonging  to  the  Water 
Witch,  and  reported  the  capture  of  that  vessel  by  the  rebels,  at  2  a.  m.  that 
morning,  under  the  following  circumstances  : 

The  night  was  dark  and  squally,  so  that  it  was  difficult  to  see  more  than  one 
or  two  ship's  lengths,  except  in  the  flashes  of  lightning.  The  officer  of  the 
deck  discovered  a  boat  ahead,  close  to,  and  hailed.  The  reply  was- "  Who  the 
hell  are* you  hailing,''  followed  by  a  discharge  of  musketry.  The  alarm  was  at 
once  given,  but  before  the  watch  below  could  get  up,  the  Boarding  nettings 
were  cut  through,  and  the  ship  boarded  on  both  sides  and  ahead.  There  was 
a  hard  struggle  on  deck  before  the  ship's  company  were  overpowered  by 
numbers,  and  many  killed  and  wounded. 

Soon  after  the  surrender,  Mcintosh  slipped  overboard  and  swam  ashore, 
where  he  concealed  himself  till  daylight.  He  says  that  they  had  not  moved  her 
by  that  time,  and  that  she  was  blowing  off  steam  as  if  something  was  the 
matter.  He  then  made  his  way  to  this  ship.  The  executive  officer  at  once 
despatched  a  boat  to  the  Lodona  with  the  information,  and  she  must  have 
reached  there  soon  after  I  got  back,  which  I  did  at  4  p.  m.,  coming  outside. 
I  thought  it  very  probable  that  they  would  attack  us  during  the  night ;  and 
as  I  had  little  hope  of  making  a  successful  defence  at  anchor,  and  the  wind 
and  tide  were  favorable,  determined  to  get  the  ship  outside,  if  it  was  at  the  risk 
of  losing  her.     We  crossed  the  bar  at  8.30  p.  m.,  striking  lightly  several  times. 

It  was  my  intention  to  remain  off  the  bar,  but  on  reflection  it  appeared  to  me 
to  be  very  important  that  the  vessels  in  Wassaw  should  know  what  had 
happened,  that  the  news  might  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  possible.  Accordingly, 
at  midnight,  I  bore  up,  and  ran  for  Wassaw,  but  at  daylight,  finding  I  had  got  to 
leeward  of  it,  sent  Acting  Master's  Mate  Wright  in  a  boat  to  Tybee  with  a 
verbal  communication  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Kenniston.  He  sent  Mr. 
Wright  by  the  inland  passage  to  Wassaw,  and  I  picked  him  up  in  the  afternoon, 
with  orders  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Madigan  to  return  to  my  station  as 
soon  as  possible,  which  I  am  now  doing.  I  wish  to  express  my  obligations  to 
Acting  Ensign  C.  Flood,  who  was  the  only  person  on  board  who  knew  any- 
thing about  St.  Catherine's  bar,  which  he  had  once  or  twice  sounded  over,  and 
whp  piloted  the  ship*  in  the  dark,  without  any  guide  but  the  lead  and  compass 
oourses,  with  great  judgment  and  coolness. 
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I  endeavored  to  ascertain  from  Mcintosh  if  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Water 
"Witch  were  killed,  but  beyond  the  fact  that  Captain  Pendergrast  was  not,  he 
could  tell  nothing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

leVtis  west. 

Acting  Master,  Commanding'. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S,  A,  B.  Squadron, 

I  forgot  to  state  that  Mcintosh  described  the  boats  that  made  tho  attack  as 
"  cotton  barges,*'  capable  of  carrying  about  40  men.  He  saw  four  of  them  on 
the  side  that  he  jumped  overboard  on,  but  did  not  know  how  many  there  were 
altogether. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Austin  Pendergrast. 

Confederate  States  Naval  Hospital, 

Savannah,  Georgia,  June  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  Through  the  kindness  of  Commodore  William  W.  Hunter,  commandiDg 
the  Confederate  States  naval  forces  at  this  place,  I  am  permitted  to  report  to  you 
the  capture  of  the  United  States  steamer  Water  Witch,  at  2  a.  m.,  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instant,  by  being  boarded  by  seven  of  the  enemy's  boats, 
whilst  lying  in  Ossabaw  sound,  Georgia.  It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to 
state  that  the  vessel  was  well  defended,  and  we  had  only  to  succumb  to  superior 
numbers,  and  I  have  but  little  doubt  we  would  have  succeeded  in  beating  the 
enemy  off  had  it  not  been  that  the  majority  of  tho  officers,  including  myself, 
were  wounded  early  in  tho  attack.  Of  the  crew  forty-nine  men  and  thirteen 
officers  are  now  prisoners. 

The  wounded  are  well  cared  for  in  this  hospital,  the  surgeons  manifesting 
much  kindness  towards  us.  At  some  future  day  I  will  make  out  a  report  in 
detail,  when  I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  such  an  explanation  of  this  sad  affair  as 
will  prove  satisfactory. 

I  hope  and  beg,  in  the  most  expressive  terms,  that  the  department  will  take 
such  st^ps  as  will  effect  an  early  exchange  of  the  officers  ana  crew,  for  reasons 
which  I  shall  be  able  to  give  when  that  event  occurs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUSTIN  PENDERGRAST, 
Lieutenant  Commander  United  States  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  W,  H,  Pierson. 

Port  Royal,  S.  C,  Sepiefnber  10,  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  tho  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report : 

The  Water  Witch  was  attacked  while  at  anchor  in  Ossabaw  sound,  on  die 
morning  of  the  3d  of  June  last,  by  a  rebel  force  belonging  )>artly  to  their  ujny 
and  partly  to  the  navy,  whose  number  is  variously  estimated  at  120  to  150 
men.  I  should  judge,  from  the  excellent  appearance  of  the  men,  that  they  were 
cart-fully  selected  for  the  enterprise.    They  came  in  six  or  eight  BmaU  boats 
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It  WA8  very  dark  at  the  time  of  the  attack ;  so  dark  that  I  suppose  it  would 
Lave  been  difficult  to  see  a  small  boat  at  a  distance  of  more  than  30  to  50  yards, 
and  I  was  informed  by  the  rebels  that  they  had  considerable  d||Sculty  in  ascer- 
taining the  precise  locality  of  the  Water  Witch,  on  account  of  the  darkness. 
The  officer  on  watch,  E.  D.  Parsons,  acting  master's  mate,  told  me  that  he  was 
keeping  a  careful  look-out  at  the  time,  but  thinks,  nevertheless,  that  the  enemy 
were  within  30  or  40  yards  of  us  when  first  discovered,  and  that  the  boat  then 
first  seen  was  not,  in  that  light,  hardly  recognizable  as  a  boat.  Parsons  says 
that  he  hailed,  and  no  answer  was  made ;  he  hailed  again,  and  the  foe  came  on  with 
a  rash  and  a  yell.  He  sprang  the  rattle,  ordered  the  watch  to  repel  boarders, 
and  advanced  himself,  firing  his  revolver  at  the  advancing  foe. 

I  myself  was  waked  by  the  firing ;  noticed  no  one  in  the  wardroom ;  hastily 
slipped  on  my  pants  and  boots,  and  was  about  to  try  and  force  my  way  to 
my  usual  sick-quarters  between  decks  forward,  when  Chase  Hill,  acting 
ensign,  came  limping  into  the  wardroom  with  a  dangerous  looking  wound,  and 
almost  at  the  same  moment  followed  another  wounded  man,  John  Parker, 
gunner's  mate. 

Having  pocket  case,  lint  and  bandages  at  hand,  I  dressed  these  wounds  on 
the  spot.  Then  followed  a  rapid  succession  of  wounded,  some  of  whom  were 
attended  to  in  the  wardroom,  some  in  the  cabin,  and  some  on  deck.  Our  loss, 
as  will  appear  by  reference  to  my  medical  report,  amounted  to  one  killed, 
thirteen  wounded,  and  two  mis.sing — total,  sixteen. 

The  rebels  lost  from  six  to  eight  killed  on  the  spot,  two  mortally  wounded, 
and  fifteen  to  twenty  more  wounded  in  a  less  degree.  They  lost  their  leader. 
Lieutenant  F.  P.  Pelot,  Confederate  States  navy,  whom  they  esteemed  a  most 
able  and  gallant  officer.  They  aleo  lost  their  pilot,  a  colored  man,  whom  they  con- 
eidered  the  best  of  their  pilots  for  the  Savannah  river  and  vicinity,  as  well  as  the 
Ogeeche.  In  attending  to  the  wounded,  I  had  the  assistance  of  a  rebel  surgeon 
who  had  boarded  us,  Doctor  C.  Wesley  Thomas,  Confederate  States  navy,  for 
whom,  should  he  ever  fall  into  our  hands,  I  bespeak  the  courtesy  due  to  an 
honorable  and  gentlemanly  adversary. 

During  the  combat  the  engine  and  wheels  were  got  in  motion.  The  cable 
was  not  stopped,  though  Parsons  and  Rufus  B.  K.  Murphy,  pilot,  each  told  me 
that  he  made  an  efibrt  to  slip  it.  Some  think  that  the  engine-room  was  given  up 
without  proper  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  engineers.  The  engineers,  on  then* 
part,  allege  that  they  were  unarmed,  and  that  they  understood  the  ship  to  have 
been  surrendered  before  the  demand  to  surrender  the  engine  was  made  of  them. 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion,  both  among  ourselves  and  the  rebels,  whether 
the  ship  was  formally  surrendered  or  not. 

Some  of  our  officers  say  that  they  heard  our  executive  officer  surrender, but  I  do 
not  understand  them  to  say  that  he  surrendered  the  ship.  A  rebel  officer  like  wise, 
Thaddeus  Gray,  told  rae  that  Mr.  Buck  surrendered  to  him,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  he  considered  it  other  than  a  personal  surrender. 

I  myself  did  not  hear  any  one  surrender  except  our  chief  engineer,  who  had 
come  into  the  wardroom  unarmed.  A  rebel  officer  had  just  come  into  the  ward- 
room, which  I  was  then  using  as  hospital  quarters.  Genther  surrendered  to 
him.  I  think  the  words  he  used  were,  "  I  surrender,  we  surrender,  the  ship 
surrenders."  I  turned,  surprised  and  vexed,  and  put  the  question,  "  What, 
Genther,  is  the  ship  surrendered  ?  "  He  answered,  "  Yes  !  "  A  moment  or  two 
afterwards  I  heard  some  one  on  deck,  whose  voice  I  did  not  recognize,  give 
the  order  to  **  cease  firing,"  and  the  firing  ceased.  I  suppose  the  contest  had 
lasted  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes. 

Of  the  crew  only  a  part  engaged  in  the  fight.  Their  wounds  speak  for  those 
who  were  wounded,  and  I  have  endeavored  by  inquiry  of  them  to  ascertain  who 
those  were  that  fought  without  being  wounded.  As  the  result  of  this  inquiry,  I 
have  been  informed  that  the  following  persons  to<^  part  in  the  fight  besides 
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• 
those  who  were  wounded  :  W.  H.  Fenner,  master-at-arms ;  John  TTiUiiuiiSy 
captain  of  the  forecastle ;  Thomas  Cowers,  landsman  ;  Francis  Johnson,  boat- 
swain ;  Henry  Thornton,  cockswain ;  James  Alexander,  steerage  steward.  In 
this  connexion^et  me  add  that  William  Wilkins,  the  paymaster's  steward, 
though  taking  no  part  in  the  fight,  made  himself  very  useAil  to  me  in  attending 
the  wounded.  Wilkins  lias  heen  in  delicate  health  for  a  good  while,  and  I  fear 
it  will  go  hard  with  him  in  his  imprisonment.  Parsons,  too,  has  been  a  long 
while  unwell,  and  was  sick  in  hospital  when  I  left  Charleston ;  lieutenant  Com- 
mander Pendergrast  also  was  complaining,  and  seemed  to  me  to  he  tbzeatened 
with  fever  when  I  left. 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  taken  amiss  if  I  say  that  some  of  our  officers  earned 
and  received  the  highest  admiration  of  foe  as  well  as  friend  for  the  gallant  and 
efficient  manner  in  which  they  fought.  First  among  these  stands  L.  Gittean 
Billings,  acting  assistant  paymaster ;  Ensign  Abner  D.  Stover,  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Charles  P.  Westen,  and  Rufus  B.  K.  Murphy,  pilot,  might  contend  for 
the  second  place.  The  colored  boy  who  was  killed,  Jeremiah  Sills,  is  said  to 
have  fought  most  desperately,  and  this  while  men  who  despised  him  were  cow- 
ering near,  with  idle  cutlasses  in  the  racks  jogging  their  elbows. 

To  proceed  with  my  narrative  :  Their  pilot  being  killed,  the  rebels  were  at 
a  loss  how  to  navigate  the  ship.  They  finally  asked  our  pilot.  Murphy,  if  he 
would  not  pilot  the  vessel  for  them.  Murphy  was  badly  wounded,  bat  con- 
sented to  try  on  being  carried  up  and  supported  as  carefully  as  might  be  on 
the  hurricane  deck.  The  ship  got  under  way,  and  in  a  short  time  was  run 
aground.  A  rebel  officer  afterwards  told  me  that  he  had  stood  by  Mnrphy 
with  his  pistol  cocked  watching  him,  and  would  have  shot  him  had  he  not  been 
so  badly  wounded,  suspecting  him,  as  he  did,  of  running  the  ship  agroond  par- 

Sosely.  I  tried  to  persuade  him  his  suspicion  was  unfounded,  and  he  seemed 
oubtful ;  but  this  circumstance,  taken  together  with  the  fact  that  Mnrphj  is 
southern  bom,  and  left  the  south  at  a  time  when  they  were  pressing  him  to 
enter  their  service,  if  they  had  not  already  enrolled  him,  makes  me  somewhat 
fearful  that  they  may  treat  him  roughly.  I  left  Murphy  at  the  Savannah  na- 
val hospital  (C.  S.)  on  the  16th  of  July,  since  whicn  time  I  have  not  beard 
from  him.  At  that  time  he  had  nearly  recovered  from  the  severe  and  dang^ioos 
wound  he  received  in  the  fight ;  and  up  to  that  time  he  had  received,  as  bad  all 
the  patients  in  that  hospital,  all  the  care  and  kindness  due  to  the  sick. 

A  short  time  after  the  ship  had  got  aground  we  were  ordered  to  get  ready  to 
start  for  the  nearest  port,  Bula.  We  were  taken  in  boats  to  this  fort,  remained 
there  a  few  hours,  and  then  the  wounded  of  both  sides,  together  witb  tbe  few 
remaining  officers  of  the  Water  Witch,  were  removed  in  ambulances  to  Saraii- 
nah,  where  we  arrived  about  dark.  I  offered  to  take  professional  charge  of  my 
wounded.  The  offi;r  was  accepted  on  condition  of  my  giving  my  parole  not 
to  attempt  to  escape  while  having  charge.  My  patients  were  accordingly 
placed  under  my  care  at  a  hospital  called  the  Savannah  naval  hospital,  nnder 
the  charge  of  Surgeon  Jeflfery,  Confederate  States  navy,  formerly  of  onr  nary. 
This  hospital  was  devoid  of  some  of  the  luxuries  which  may  be  foond  in  north- 
ern hospitals,  but  was  airy  and  comfortable,  and  the  patients  there  receiTed 
every  care  and  comfort  which  the  somewhat  limited  resoorces  of  the  country 
well  admitted.  I  myself  was  treated  with  gentlemanly  consideration  by  Doctor 
Jeffery  and  the  assistant  surgeons,  as  well  as  by  the  numerous  rebel  oflioers 
who  frequently  called  there.  It  was  the  expectation  of  Doctor  Jeffeij,  as  well 
as  my  own,  that  I  would  have  the  freeiJom  of  the  city  within  certain  pmdent 
limits  ;  but  Flag-Officer  Hunter,  seeing  me  out  on  my  second  stroll,  sent  orders 
that  I  must  thereafter  be  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  hospital  grounds. 

I  took  an  early  opportunity  to  endeavor  to  establish  my  status  as  entitled  to 
be  released  and  returned  to  our  lines,  according  to  usage  in  the  case  of  medical 
officers.    Flag-Officer  Hunter,  who  claimed  mo  as  his  prisoner,  tbom^  that  I 
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was  nnBtaken  in  this  view  of  my  rights,  but  expressed  himself  as  somewhat 
uncertain  on  the  point,  and  readily  promised  to  comply  with  ray  request  that 
he  woold  write  to  his  government  for  instructions  in  relation  to  my  case.  At 
lengtii,  on  the  6th  of  July,  not  having  heard  from  Hunter  on  the  subject,  I 
myself  addressed  a  communication  to  Secretary  Mallory  (G.  S.)  on  the  subject, 
as  follows : 

**  Sir  :  Having  become  your  prisoner  by  the  capture  of  the  Water  Witch  on 
the  3d  ultimo,  I  respectfully  request  that,  as  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States 
naval  service,  I  may  be  releasea  from  confinement,  and  may  be  returned  to  our 
lines,  in  accordance  with  what  I  understand  to  be  the  usage  existing  between 
the  United  States  and  Confederate  States,  respectively. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  H.  PIERSON, 
**  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  N. 
*•  Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

•*  Secretary  of  Confederate  States  Navy.** 

This  I  enclosed  in  the  following  note  to  Hunter : 

"  Sir  :  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  forward  the  enclosed  communica- 
tion to  the  secretary  of  your  navy. 

**  Respectfully,  &c., 

"  W.  H.  PIERSON, 
"  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  V»  8.  N. 
"  Flag-Officer  W.  W.  Huntbr,  C.  S.  N." 

I  heard  nothing  from  Hunter  till  the  16th  of  July,  when  orders  arrived  from 
him  to  send  me  to  prison  quarters.     Thereupon  I  addressed  a  note  to  Hunter, 
follows : 


"  Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  you  have  given  orders  to  send  me  to  your  prison 
quarters.  At  the  time  that  you  paroled  me,  1  understood  that  I  was  to  remain 
here  until  you  should  have  heard  from  Secretary  Mallory  in  relation  to  me  and 
my  status  as  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  naval  service,  and  that  you  would 
inform  me  as  soon  as  you  had  heard. 

*'  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  now  inform  me  whether  you  have  heard 
or  not ;  and  if  you  have  heard,  what  yon  have  heard  from  Secretary  Mallory 
concerning  me.  I  will  also  feel  much  obliged  to  you  if  yon  will  inform  me  by 
letter  whether  or  no  you  have  forwarded  my  communication  addressed  to  Secre- 
tary Mallorv  on  the  6th  instant,  and  enclosed  in  a  note  to  you  on  the  6th  or  7th 
instant,  wit)i  the  request  that  you  would  forward  it. 
"  Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  W.  H.  PIERSON, 
"  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  N. 

"  Plag-Officer  W.  W.  Hunter." 

The  reply  was  as  follows : 

"  Savannah,  July  17,  1864. 

"  I  have  received  your  note  of  this  day.  In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
I  am  instructed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  follows,  viz : 
*  When  the  services  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Pierson,  United  States  navy,  are  no 
longer  needed  with  the  wounded  officers  and  men  in  the  hospital,  he  will  be 
turned  over  to  the  proper  military  authorities  to  be  treated  as  other  prisoners  of 
war.' 

"  Respectfully, 

"  W.  W.  HUNTER,  Flag-Officer,  ^r. 

«*  Assistant  Surgeon  W.  H.  Pibrson,  U.  S.  N." 
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The  same  day  I  was  sent,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Commander  Pender* 
fj^nwit,  towarrlft  Macon,  Georgia,  where  we  arrived  next  morning.  On  entering 
(Jamj)  Oglethorpe,  near  Macon,  we  were  searched  by  the  prison  officials  and 
relieved  of  our  money  and  jewelry.  A  receipt  was  given  for  the  money,  which 
receipt  waH  good  for  the  amount  in  exchange  for  eatables  at  the  sutler's,  within 
the  stockade ;  only  that  for  United  States  government  money  these  chivalrous 
ofHcers  of  the  confederacy  did  not  allow  us  as  large  a  premium  as  was  gladly 
paid  by  outside  parties,  who  would  give  us  from  five  to  seven  dollars  in  con- 
fed(irate  notes  for  one  of  United  States  notes,  and  sixteen  to  twenty-two  for  one 
of  gold. 

I  liiid  taken  the  precaution  to  conceal  most  of  my  money,  leaving  exposed 
only  what  I  thought  sufficient  for  a  bait,  and  so  lost  nothing  in  this  way  ;  but 
a  number  of  officers  told  me,  after  we  had  been  sent  off  to  Charleston,  that  they 
had  failed  to  secure  the  balance  remaining  due  to  them  on  leaving  Macon,  al- 
though they  had  applied  for  it  both  at  Macon  and  reportedly  afterwards. 

A  number  of  army  officers,  who  were  confined  with  me,  told  me  that  they 
had  been  robbed  of  most  of  their  clothing  and  all  of  their  money  and  jewelry 
before  reaching  those  nice  prison  quarters.  Some  of  the  Water  Witch's  officers, 
too,  lost  a  part  of  their  personal  property  at  the  time  of  her  capture ;  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  anything  was  taken  openly,  and  I  know  the  naval  officers  prom- 
ised us  that  our  private  property  would  be  respected. 

I  was  sent  to  Biila  with  tiie  first  boat,  in  charge  of  a  number  of  the  most  se- 
verely wounded,  and  had  permission  to  take  with  me  all  my  effects,  which  were 
packed  in  two  pretty  large  boxes :  one  containing  clothing,  &c.,  the  other  my 
papers  and  books,  official  and  private,  including  my  commission.  But  finding 
that  it  would  incommode  the  wounded  to  take  both  boxes,  I  took  the  one  with 
clothing,  and  received  the  promise  of  rebel  officers  that  the  other  would  be  for- 
warded to  me.  I  never  saw  the  second  box  or  its  contents  afterwards,  though 
I  applied  to  Flag-Officor  Hunter  for  it,  giving  him  a  particular  description  of 
its  contents,  by  which  they  might  be  easily  identified,  and  that  officer  promised, 
in  a  very  ])olite  manner,  to  have  the  things  searched  for  and,  if  possible,  re- 
turned to  me.  One  of  the  officers,  who  wjis  in  a  position  to  know,  afterwards 
told  m(;  that  if  it  was  any  consolation  for  me  to  know  it,  he  could  assure  me 
that  the  Savannah  ladies  were  amusing  themselves  with  my  private  corre- 
spondence, and  he  had  very  little  doubt  that  my  official  books  and  papers,  as 
well  as  some  of  my  private  books,  had  found  their  way  to  the  office  of  his 
excellency  Flag-Olficer  Hunter. 

With  regard  to  our  fare  while  at  Macon  :  our  daily  ration  consisted  of  com 
meal  unbolted,  about  a  pint ;  rice,  a  table-spoonful ;  a  little  miserable,  some- 
times rnaggotty  bacon,  (we  called  it  soap  grease  ;)  a  little,  very  little,  salt,  and 
a  moderate  supply  of  poor  molasses. 

We  wen3  told  by  the  guard,  to  console  us,  that  this  ration  was  the  same  as 
they  got  themselves,  and  I  think  it  likely  enough  that  they  told  the  truth.  I 
know  that  while  at  Savannah  I  Uibh^d  with  the  rebel  surgeons  in  the  hospital, 
and  that  during  all  my  stay  there,  nearly  six  weeks,  we  had  coffee  never,  tea 
only  five  or  six  times,  butter  about  as  ofren,  and  to  the  credit  of  the  surgeons 
be  it  said,  that  while  they  denied  thomselves  the  luxury  of  ^a  at  $30  to  840 
per  pound,  they  had  it  furnished  to  our  wounded,  and  generdly  fed  them  better 
than  they  fed  themselves.  Afterwards,  at  Charleston,  our  rations  were  some- 
what better,  the  meal  being  bolted,  and  wheat  flour  and  fresh  beef  being  iraucd 
occasionally.  At  Macon,  as  well  as  at  Charleston,  we  had  the  opportunity  to 
buy  of  sutlers  within  our  qiijirters.  At  Macon  the  rebel  medical  anthoriticB 
sent  a  request  to  us,  the  United  States  surgeons,  that  we  would  take  medical 
charge  of  our  sick  there,  telling  us  at  the  same  time  that  our  compliance  would 
release  three  of  their  medical  officers  for  duty  elsewhere.  We  suspected  that 
they  had  a  plan  for  mmgling  a  good  many  of  th'^^"  «iok  and  wounded  with  a 
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few  of  ours,  (there  were  but  few  sick  at  the  time,)  and  so  getting  the  practical 
use  of  U8  for  their  own  benefit,  while  yet  holding  us  as  prisonei'S  of  war  in  vio- 
lation of  the  usage  of  civilized  states.  We  held  a  meeting  to  consider  the  case, 
and,  on  my  motion,  returned  the  following  for  an  answer  to  their  proposition  : 

**  We,  the  undersigned.  United  States  medical  officers,  now  held  as  prisoners 
of  war  at  Gamp  Oglethorpe,  near  the  city  of  Macon,  Georgia,  in  public  meeting 
assembled,  have  unanimously  resolved  that,  inasmuch  as  we  consider  our  rights 
as  medical  officers  to  be  violated  by  the  fact  of  our  imprisonment,  we  decline 
rendering  any  professional  services  until  our  liberty  is  restored,  or  unless  cir- 
cumstances may  require  of  us  to  take  professional  charge  of  our  Jellow  prisoners 
as  an  act  of  humanity,*' 

This  answer  excited  their  wrath,  and  they  threatened  to  force  us  to  comply. 
We  suggested  they  would  have  a  happy  time  forcing  the  medical  profession  to 
do  professional  service.  They  gave  up  the  point  and  retained  their  own  sur- 
geons. Afterwards,  when  there  seemed  to  be  some  real  need  of  our  aid  for  the 
benefit  of  our  own  wounded  who  were  brought  into  Macon,  a  sufficient  number 
of  OS  volunteered  and  rendered  our  aid,  putting  the  service  on  the  score  of  hu- 
manity, as  we  had  provided. 

The  prisoners  at  Macon  were  removed  in  detachments  of  six  hundred  and 
less  to  Savannah  and  Charleston.  I  was  sent  in  a  company  of  three  hundred , 
which  included  all  the  medical  officers  at  that  time  prisoners  in  Macon.  We 
travelled  in  box  cars.  Arrived  at  Charleston,  we  were  at  first  stowed  away 
uncomfortably  close  in  a  large,  strong  building,  formerly  used  as  a  city  prison 
and  workhouse.  It  is  built  in  regular  prison  style,  with  its  little  cells  and 
great  iron  gratings,  and  its  long  and  dreary-looking  corridors.  The  place  was 
badly  8U])plied  with  water,  the  yard  was  ^mall,  and  the  accommodations  for 
cooking  poor  and  scanty. 

Tlie  surgical  authorities  at  Charleston  expressed  themselves  surprised  that 
we  should  have  been  sent  there  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  promised  to  exert 
themselves  in  our  behalf.  They  appear  to  have  kept  their  promise  to  some 
purpose,  for  we  were  soon  transferred  to  pleasant  quarters,  (the  house  pre- 
viously occupied  by  General  Seymour  and  staff.)  and  after  a  brief  residence 
there,  we,  t.  c,  the  surgeons,  with  a  few  chaplains — we,  who  had  been  held  and 
•*  treated  as  other  prisoners  of  war,"  now  find  ourselves  under  the  old  flag  again, 
and  that,  as  we  understand  it,  without  conditions  of  any  kind.  We  returned 
by  flag-of-truce  boat  on  Saturday,  the  3d  instant.  •  •  •  * 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  PIERSON, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,   U»  S.  N, 

Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorbx, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Pendergrast, 

WashIiN^ton,  D.  C,  October  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  the  desire  expressed  in  my  official  report  of  June, 
1864.  to  make  a  full  statement  of  the  capture  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Water  Witch,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following : 

On  the  morning  of  June  3,  1864,  about  3  a.  m.,  we  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy  in  seven  (7)  launches,  containing,  according  to  the  rebel  accounts,  one 
hundred  and  forty  (140)  officers  and  men  of  the  rebel  navy.  Owing  to  tho 
darkness  of  the  night  and  the  carelessness  of  the  officer  of  the  deck,  Acting 
Master's  Mate  E.  D.  W.  Parsons,  the  boats  were  allowed  to  approach  within 
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thirty  (30)  yards  of  us  before  the  alarm  was  given,  which  was  done  in  such  a 
slight  manner  as  to  have  but  little  efiect  in  assembling  the  men  at  qoarters.    On 
hearing  a  noise,  I  sprang  up  the  companion-way  and  inquired  of  the  officer  of 
the  deck  "  what  is  the  matter,"  but  received  no  reply,  except  from  the  rebel?, 
who  were  shouting  the  word  "  rebels,"  "  rebels."      I  immediately  gave  the 
order  to  slip  and  start  the  engines  ahead,  and  send  everybody  on  deck,  and 
then  jumped  to  my  state-room  to  get  my  arms  and  some  clothing.     Upon 
regaining  the  deck,  while  making  my  way  to  the  hurricane  deck,  I  was  stmck 
by  a  cutlass  on  the  head  and  rendered  insensible.     Upon  recovering  my 
faculties  I  went  on  the  hurricane  deck  and  rang  the  bell  to  go  ahead  on  the 
engine,  in  hopes  of  swamping  the  boats  of  the  enemy.    The  engine  made  half  a 
revolution  and  then  stopped  for  some  unaccountable  reason.     Soon  after  ringing 
the  bell  I  fell  on  the  deck  from  loss  of  blood.     During  this  time  all  of  the 
officers,  with  the  exception  of  the  engineers  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Parsons, 
who,  I  believe,  left  the  deck  and  went  below  without  being  relieved,  were  fight- 
ing with  great  bravery  and  success  upon  the  quarter  deck,  not  only  keeping  the 
enemy  from  boarding,  but  dropping  three  out  of  four  boats  that  attacked  na  aft 
astern,  two  of  which  were  so  much  cut  up  as  to  be  unable  to  return  to  the 
attack,  but  drifted  helpless  until  they  reached  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Beaalieo, 
while  the  fourth  boat  made  but  few  efforts  to  board.     Of  the  number  that 
gained  our  decks,  but  one  succeeded  in  reaching  the  engine-room.    A  few  of  the 
men,  with  Coast  Pilot  R.  B.  K.  Murphy,  were  fighting  the  enemy  forward,  bat 
were  soon  wounded  and  rendered  unfit  for  action  by  loss  of  blood.     The  enemy 
then  meeting  no  resistance  was  able  to  gain  our  deck,  and  after  securing  the 
hatches,  poured  aft  in  such  numbers  as  to  soon  overpower  the  few  officers  left 
engaged  in  repelling  the  enemy  on  the  quarter  dock. 

1'he  men  seemed  paralyzed  with  fear,  and  remained  under  the  hurricane 
deck  without  giving  the  officers  the  least  support,  though  they  were  ordered 
out  by  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Billings  and  Acting  Ensign  Hill.  I  ftmud 
it  impossible  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  all  the  men,  owing  to  the  darkness^, 
and  there  was  but  little  opportunity  for  the  officers  to  give  many  orders,  as  all 
were  engag(*d  in  combat  the  moment  they  reached  the  deck,  and  continued  to 
fight  until  struck  down. 

I  regret  to  say  the  watch  below  evinced  no  desire  to  come  on  deck  and  de- 
fend the  ship.  Had  the  crew  but  emulated  the  noble  example  shown  them  by 
their  officers,  the  result  would  have  been  far  different. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  explain  the  behavior  of  the  men,  unless  they  were  disBatisficd 
with  being  detained  over  the  term  of  their  enlistment,  as  nearly  all  of  them 
were.  J  had  already  sent  home  for  discharge  twenty  (20)  of  my  best  men,  by 
order  of  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  leaving  me  short  in  my  crew ;  also  two 
(2)  watch  officers  (an  acting  master  and  acting -ensign)  had  been  detached  from 
me,  as  well  as  an  acting  master's  mate,  rendering  it  necessary  for  me  to  order 
the  acting  master's  mates  to  stand  watch  alone. 

1  regret  to  say  that  the  engineers  acted  in  the  most  cowardlymanncr.  They 
were  the  only  officers  who  surrendered,  and  that  to  one  man.  Had  they  obeyra 
my  orders  to  work  the  engine,  the  enemy  would  have  been  unable  to  board  ns; 
but,  so  far  from  fighting  the  rebels,  they  surrendered  at  the  first  Bommons,  and 
thereby  lost  the  ship. 

While  a  prisoner  of  war.  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  Grentber 
has  conducted  himself  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner,  having  openly  declared 
that,  as  he  considered  himself  no  longer  an  officer  in  the  United  States  navy, 
he  did  not  fight,  and  that  the  rebels  ought  not  to  hold  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
And  while  confined  in  Macon,  Georgia,  he  made  the  same  statement  to  Colonel 
George  G.  Gibbs,  commanding  prisoners,  asking  to  be  released  firom  confinement 
on  those  grounds.  That  the  enemy  paid  dearly  for  their  Tictoiy,  their  lone 
list  of  kiUed  and  wounded  will  evince,  numbering  thirty-two  (32)  oiBcen  and 
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men:  among  their  killed,  their  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  Pelot,  and  the 
only  pilot  wey  had  to  depend  upon  for  the  Savannah  rirer. 

Soon  after  the  capture  of  the  vessel,  she  was  run  up  into  Qreen  Island  sound, 
where  she  ran  aground;  and  when  the  last  of  the  officers  left  her,  she  had  only 
eighteen  (X8)  inches  of  water  under  her. 

Lale  the  same  evening  she  was  got  off  hy  lightening  her,  and  succeeded  in 
getting  under  the  guns  of  Beaulieu  battery.  The  officers  and  crew  were  then 
aent  to  Savannah.  The  wounded  were  well  taken  care  of  at  the  naval  hospital 
«t  that  place.     The  remainder  were  sent  to  Macon  and  Andersonville,  Georgia. 

Notwitfaetanding  the  defeat  which  I  have  sustained,  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  recommending  to  the  kind  consideration  of  the  department 
the  gallant  conduct  of  those  officers  and  men  who  so  bravely  defended  their 
•hip.  ToC.  W.  Buck,  acting  master  ;  Acting  Ensign  Charles  Hill  ;  Acting 
EnaigQ  A.  D.  Stover ;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  L.  G.  Billings  ;  Acting 
Maater'a  Mate  G.  P.  Weston  ;  Coast  Pilot  R.  B.  K.  Murphy ;  Henry  Williams, 
captain  of  hold;  John  Williams,  captain  of  after  guard ;  John  Parker,  gunner's 
ia%te;and  JarvisT.  Hazel  ton,  cockswain,  I  am  indebted  for  a  cordial  support  in 
the  defence  of  the  ship;  and  though  every  one  of  them  was  wounded,  and  many  of 
them  threatened  with  instant  death  unless  they  would  say  that  they  surren- 
dered, I  am  proud  to  say  that  not  one  of  them  disgraced  himself  by  doing  so. 

The  enemy,  with  the  aid  of  a  greatly  superior  force,  assisted  by  the 
neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  officer  of  the  deck,  and  by  the  question- 
able conduct  of  the  engineer,  was  enabled  to  take  possession  of  the  ship, 
but  she  was  never  surrendered  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUSTIN  PENDERGRAST, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  U.  S,  Navy. 

Hon.  GmsoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingtoTif  D.  C, 


Report  (f  Actins^  Master  Charles  W.  Buck. 

Baltimore,  October  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  an-ival  here  and  release  (on  parole)  from 
imprisonment  by  the  rebel  authorities  of  the  southern  States.  I  was  captured 
June  3,  1864,  in  Ossabaw  sound,  Georgia,  and  was  executive  officer  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Water  Witch. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  report  that,  at  the  time  of  capture,  the  Water  Witch 
was  in  good  order,  and  everything  ready  for  action  at  a  moment's  notice.  On 
the  evening  previous  to  our  capture  (as  was  the  daily  custom)  the  crew  were 
inspected  at  quarters,  the  batteries  cast  loose  and  ship  prepared  for  action,  all 
the  guns  were  loaded,  and  extra  charges  and  projectiles  for  each  gun  were  at 
band  in  sjmre  chests.  At  8  p.  m.  1  examined  the  buoy-rope,  (on  the  cable,) 
shackle,  and  pin,  saw  hammer  and  chain-punch  convenient,  and  all  ready  and 
easy  to  slip  at  a  moment's  warning.  I  gave  the  customary  night  orders  to  the 
officer  of  the  deck,  and  made  the  evening  report  to  the  commander. 

As  near  as  I  can  judge,  on  the  morning  of  June  3,  between  the  hours  of  one 
and  two  o'clock,  I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  yells  alongside  and  the  springing 
of  the  rattle;  heard  the  yelling  plainly,  (my  air-port  being  open,)  and  think 
the  yells  awoke  me  before  I  heard  the  rattle.  I  immediately  sprang  out  of  my 
berth,  slipped  on  pants  and  slippers,  snatched  up  side-arms,  and  rushed  on  deck 
with  the  other  officers.  When  I  reached  the  deck,  it  was  so  very  dark  with 
sharp  lightning  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to  distinguit^h  one  individual 
from  another,  but  I  could  see  persons  climbing  over  the  rails  and  boarding 
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nettings,  and  knew  by  the  discharging  of  small-arms,  yelling  and  cries  of  snr- 
render,  that  some  of  the  enemy  were  already  on  board.  I  heard  Lieutenant 
Commander  Pendergrast  give  the  order,  "  Call  all  hands  to  repel  boarders," 
"  slip  the  chain  and  start  the  engine."  Before  I  could  ^t  ten  feet  from  the 
companion-way  my  passage  was  stopped,  and  a  general  hand-to-hand  fight 
goiug  on,  in  which  I  could  distinguish  the  voices  of  Paymaster  Billings  and 
Ensign  Stover.  I  fired  all  six  charges  from  my  revolver  at  those  on  deck  and 
attempting  to  board,  and  believe  every  shot  took  deadly  effect.     I  could  not 

fet  forward  of  the  wardroom  skylight,  but  seeing  boarding  on  the  port  guard, 
attempted  to  train  the  howitzer  on  the  boat — some  one  tried  to  assist  me,  (I 
think  the  paymaster,)  but  at  that  time  I  was  struck  or  pushed  down,  and  lost 
cutlass  and  pistol.  Bccovering,  I  again  made  the  attempt,  when  I  was  felled 
senseless  by  a  heavy  blow  on  the  forehead,  and  on  recovering  my  senses  I 
found  myself  on  the  poop-deck  aft,  with  hands  pinioned  behind,  and  sentiy 
over  me.  The  officers  in  the  wardroom  were  all  quickly  on  deck,  but  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  get  to  their  stations  or  rally  their  men,  as  the  enemy 
were  already  on  board,  and  eac9  one  was  obliged  to  defend  himself.  I  heaid 
none  say  that  they  surrendered,  nor  any  cry  for  quarter,  and  believe  all  who 
were  engaged  fought  bravely  and  desperately  until  cut  down  or  overpowered 
by  superior  numbers. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  what  part,  if  any,  our  men  took  in  the  action ; 
but  with  the  exception  of  Jeremiah  Sills,  colored,  landsman,  who  was  killed ; 
Jarvis  Ilazelton,  cockswain ;  and  John  Williams,  second  captain  after  guard, 
who  were  on  the  look-outri ;  Henry  Williams,  captain  of  hold,  and  John  Parker, 
gunner's  mate,  ii^ho  were  wounded  ;  and  Henry  Hill,  quartermaster,  who  cap- 
tured a  confederate  and  secured  him  in  the  pilot-house,  I  do  not  believe  any 
of  the  others  took  any  part  at  all.  The  officer  of  the  deck.  Acting  Mastered 
Mate  E.  D.  W.  Parsons,  neglected  giving  the  proper  signal  to  call  all  hands  to 
repel  boarders,  both  before  and  after  the  order  had  been  given  by  the  com- 
mander, as  also  the  order  to  slip  the  cable.  I  did  not  see  or  hear  him  on  deck 
after  the  first  alarm  was  given.  The  engine  was  started  and  made  one  or  two 
revolutions  after  the  order  was  given  by  the  commander,  and  then  stopped 
without  orders ;  if  it  had  been  kept  in  motion  we  would  have  sunk  or  capsized 
every  boat  b(?longiug  to  the  enemy — evidence  of  which  we  have  even  from 
their  own  reports ;  and  although  the  cable  was  not  slipped,  (according  to  orders,) 
the  ship  would  have  gained  suffici(»nt  headway  to  have  parted  it. 

I  most  confidiiutly  assert  that  if  we  had  been  allowed  one  minute  longer  to 
get  on  deck,  and  rally  the  men,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  the  enemy  to 
board  us  ;  and  with  such  odds  and  circumstances  against  us,  as  well  as  the  fact 
of  our  being  short  of  three  officers  and  some  men,  the  ship  was  bravely  and 
gallantly  defended  by  the  few  who  were  engaged  in  the  combat,  as  a  comparison 
of  the  casualties  on  both  sides  will  prove,  as  well  as  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  enemy  through  the  public  prints.  Since  my  capture  I  have  been  moved 
about  several  timec<  from  one  place  to  another ;  occupying  barracks,  jails,  woiIl- 
houses,  hospitals,  open  enclosures,  and  lastly,  the  notorious  Libby  prit^on,  at 
Richmond. 

My  privations  and  sufferings  have  been  considerable,  but  that  of  our  enlisted 
men  is  beyond  description. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

CHARLES  W.  BUCK,^ 
Acting  MastcTf  United  States  Navy, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

becretary  of  the  Navy, 
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.■allocking  to  every  Bcnsc  of  humanity,  and 

.■r'ton  Lave  been  guilty  of  dieinterring  the 

'ly  wounded  at  Sumter,  and  removing  them 
I-  wliioh  horrible  villnny  they  no  doubt  find 
1^  at  Richmond.  I  douht  iiot  their  full 
iher  infnmoua  course  to  obtain  their  ends, 
!.  The  whole  world  would  cry  out  against 
[lose  unfortunate  and  defenceless  prisoners 

icral  Jones  and  Genera!  Ripley  will  bo  fully 
ken,  for  being  guilty  of  the  intent  and  threat 

lire  has  inflicted  greater  injury  lately  than 
r  opcrstionB.  We  should  not  bo  bragged  or 
ing  the  rebellion. 

return  the  deserters  to  whom  you  refer. 
ig  the  enclosed  note  from  Mrs.  Meade  to  her 
jiiadron,  now  a  prisoner  at  Richland  jail, 

kiiiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 

XKBNMO, 

■rg  Northern  District. 


[[RRN  DlSTBirT,  DEP'T  OF  THE  SoUTII, 

"«//y  Llatid,  South  Carolina,  June  15,  1864. 
■II  report  that  yesterday  evening  I  received  by 

rill  Johnson  to  the  major  general  commanding 

il  Ripley  to  myself,  which  I  respectfully  annex, 

•'  Bnmc  means. 
RipW,  nntil  orders  from  the  major  general 

■  I)  and  will  be  a  continuation  of  the  nsnal  fire 

!ige  of  direction,  to  avoid  if  possible  the  design 

'nen  under  fire. 

''ng  of  truce  reports  to  mo  that  the  confederate 

liat*    ""^  '    "tated  they  would  wait,  knowing 

Iia^ 

•1  '  anne."     It  contains   a  large 

lid  -y  furnisbed  three  iron-clods  to 

■ti  '  Tces. 

:  (  J  bombarded  city,  I  therefore 

c  -  a  weak  and  strong  party  arc 

u  nr  to  the  fire  of  t)ie  attacking 

I  partiefl  must  fall  under  the 

a  the  enemy  has  now  com- 
uploded  in  the  city,  over 
mne  special  reason  now  to 
Ind  no  reason  other  than 

....4  u  to  give  up  the  bom- 

k 

k 
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BiCHMOND  JaIU 

Columbia,  S.  C,  May  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request,  for  the  Comfort  of  the  naval  priBonera  held 
here,  tliat  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars  ($840)  in  gold  may  he  forwarded  to 
me  for  distribution,  as  follows : 

Lieutenant  Commander  E.  P.  Williams 8100 

Lieutenant  G.  G.  Bemey 100 

Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston 100 

Lieutenant  E.  T.  Brower 50 

Ensign  B.  H.  Porter 100 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  G.  W.  Burkett 60 

Acting  Ensign  E.  G.  Dayton 100 

Acting  Ensign  M.  W.  Tillson 40 

Acting  Ensign  George  Anderson 25 

Acting  Ensign  Wm.  B.  Arrants 25 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  J.  H.  Harmony 50 

Acting  Master's  Mate  C.  S.  McCarty 50 

Acting  Master  G.  P.  Hovey 50 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  WILLIAMS, 
Lieutenant  Commander  and  Senior  Offictr. 
Commodore  S.  C.  Rowan, 

Commanding  S.  A,  B,  Squadron^  off  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Flag-Ship  Philadblphfa, 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  June  16,  1864. 

General  :  Yours  of  to-day  is  just  received.  There  is  no  gold  at  this  poet, 
but  only  in  the  Wabash,  at  Port  Boyal.  It  will  be  sent  for  and  tranetnitted  to 
you,  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  have  it  forwarded  to  our  comrades  hy  the 
same  channel  as  their  letter  reached  you. 

In  regard  to  the  hint  from  the  rebel  general  concerning  the  United  States 
officers,  I  can  only  say  that  Charleston  is  a  fortified  place  where  arms  of  all 
kinds  are  collected ;  where  iron-clads  are  being  built  in  full  view ;  where  tor- 
pedoes and  other  base  means  of  unrecognized  warfare  are  made,  and  whenes 
they  issue. 

Hitherto  the  rebels  have  never  sent  prisoners  from  other  parts  to  be  confined 
in  Charleston ;  they  have  not  even  retained  those  who  were  captured  heret  but 
have  sent  them  away.  It  is  an  unusual  proceeding,  dierefore,  to  bring  these 
prisoners  here  now,  and  can  have  only  one  purpose — to  prevent  as  from  firing 
at  the  city.  It  is  absurd  to  convey  the  idea  that  these  prisoners  are  thns  pnt 
on  no  worse  terms  than  their  women  and  children ;  these  can  leave  the  eitj  if 
they  choose  to  do  so ;  whereas  these  prisoners  cannot  leave,  and  are  thus  to  be 
exposed  to  the  peril  of  their  lives  for  no  other  object  than  to  deprive  ns  of  a 
right  of  war ;  for  Charleston  is  not  only  a  place  of  arms,  but  is  the  sight  of 
powerful  batteries,  and  forms  part  in  the  system  of  defence  of  the  harbor. 

Shall  you  not  fire  at  their  batteries  ?  If  our  iron-clads  ever  confront  them» 
shall  they  not  fire  at  them  ? 

Wherefore  the  confinement  of  our  comrades  of  any  rank  ander  the  fire  of  our 
own  cannon,  when  such  is  not  only  needless  but  unusual,  can  only  be  viewed 
as  another  of  those  violations  of  civilized  warfare  which  have  bo  often  dimraeed 
even  rebellion,  and  deserve  the  execration  of  all  mankind.    Rebddem  may 
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farniflh  precedent  for  this,  but  it  is  shocking  to  every  sense  of  humanity,  and 
will  no  aoabt  meet  the  retribution  it  merits. 

It  la  said  the  authorities  of  Charleston  have  been  guilty  of  disinterring  the 
rernams  of  one  of  my  officers,  mortally  wounded  at  Sumter,  and  removing  them 
to  a  potter's  field ;  the  precedent  for  which  horrible  villany  they  no  doubt  find 
in  the  proceedings  of  their  leaders  at  Richmond.  I  doubt  not  their  full 
inclimation  to  pursue  this  or  any  other  infamous  course  to  obtain  their  ends, 
bat  I  do  not  believe  they  dare  do  it.  The  whole  world  would  cry  out  against 
the  cowardly  brutes  who  would  expose  unfortunate  and  defenceless  prisoners 
to  death  from  the  cannon  of  their  own  friends. 

I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  General  Jones  and  General  Ripley  will  be  fully 
entitled  to  be  hanged,  if  they  are  taken,  for  being  guilty  of  the  intent  and  threat 
to  mm^er. 

It  is  most  probable  that  your  fire  has  inflicted  greater  injury  lately  than 
hitherto  upon  some  of  their  military  operations.  We  should  not  be  bragged  or 
bnllied  out  of  any  success  in  crushing  the  rebellion. 

Please  not  to  trouble  yourself  to  return  the  deserters  to  whom  you  refer. 

You  will  oblige  me  b^  forwarding  the  enclosed  note  from  Mrs.  Meade  to  her 
son.  Lieutenant  Meade,  of  this  squadron,  now  a  prisoner  at  Richland  jail, 
Oolmnbia. 

I  am,  general,  very  [respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiralt  CorrCdg  S.  A,  B,  Squadron, 

Brigadier  General  A.  Schimmelfenniq, 

Commanding  Northern  District, 


Hbadquarters  Northern  District,  Dep't  of  the  South, 

FoUy  Island,  South  Carolina,  June  15,  1864. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  evening  I  received  by 
flag  of  truce  a  letter  from  General  Johnson  to  the  major  general  commanding 
department,  a  letter  from  General  Ripley  to  myself,  which  I  respectfully  annex, 
and  several  private  letters  by  the  same  means. 

My  only  answer  to  General  Ripley,  until  orders  from  the  major  general 
commanding  are  received,  has  been  and  will  be  a  continuation  of  the  usual  fire 
oo  the  city,  with  a  constant  change  of  direction,  to  avoid  if  possible  the  design 
of  the  enemy  to  bring  their  prisoners  under  fire. 

The  officer  who  received  the  flag  of  truce  reports  to  me  that  the  confederate 
officers,  in  order  to  get  an  immediate  answer,  stated  they  would  wait,  knowing 
Gkneral  Foster  to  be  present  in  the  district. 

Gharleston  must  be  considered  <'a  place  of  arms.''  It  contains  a  large 
aneoaly  military  foundries,  &c.,  and  has  already  frimished  three  iron-clads  to 
ibe  ODiemy.     It  is  our  duty  to  destroy  these  resources. 

In  reference  to  the  women  and  children  of  the  bombarded  city,  I  therefore 
can  only  say  the  same  situation  occurs  whenever  a  weak  and  strong  party  are 
at  war ;  and  the  practice  of  exposing  prisoners  of  war  to  the  ^r^  of  the  attacking 
force  is  as  old  as  the  fact  that  weak  and  wicked  parties  must  fall  under  the 
blows  of  justice. 

I  may  be  allowed  here  to  state  that  the  act  which  the  enemy  has  now  com- 
mitted he  has  threatened  ever  since  the  first  shell  exploded  in  the  city,  over 
nine  months  ago,  and  it  is  therefore  fair  to  suppose  some  special  reason  now  to 
exist  for  the  fulfilment  of  hia  threat,  although  I  can  find  no  reason  other  than 
hiB  desperate  situation. 

In  my  opinion  the  endeavor  of  the  enemy  to  force  na  to  giro  np  the  bom- 
23  X 
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bardment  should  be  the  reason  for  its  continuation.  At  the  same  time»  u  a 
means  to  force  him  to  give  up  his  barbarous  practices,  the  simple  fact  of  retalit- 
tion  can  be  made  effectual,  as  I  have  as  many  places  where  his  shells  fall  as  he 
has  in  Charleston  where  mine  fall.  I  also  think  that  the  United  States  can 
furnish  as  large  a  number  of  confederate  generals  and  field  officers  as  thej  can 
procure  of  ours. 

From  the  fact  of  the  enemy's  being  so  anxious  for  an  immediate  answer,  I  am 
led  to  believe  the  whole  thing  a  ruse,  or  at  least  only  a  threat  not  yet  carried  oat 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servantv 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier  General^  Commdnding  Distrid. 
Captain  W.  L.  M.  Burgbr, 

A,  A.  G.,  Department  of  the  South. 


HUADQUARTERS,  FiRST  MILITARY  DiBTRIQT, 

Dep*t  of  S.  C,  Ga,f  and  Fla.,  CharlesUm,  June  13»  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  transmission  to  the  commaadinf 

fencral  of  the  United  States  forces  on  this  coast,  a  letter  from  Major  Samntt 
ones,  commanding  this  department.  The  letter  informs  him  that  five  genacala 
and  forty-five  field  officers  of  the  federal  army,  prisoners,  have  been  oraerad  to 
be  confined  in  Charleston.  These  officers  have  been  placed  in  my  cluuge*  and 
will  be  provided  with  commodious  quarters  in  a  part  of  the  city  occupied  by 
non-combatants,  the  majority  of  whom  are  women  and  children. 

It  is  proper  that  you  should  know,  however,  that  the  portion  of  the  city  in 
which  they  arc  located  i&,  and  has  been  for  some  time,  exposed  day  and  n^t 
to  the  fire  of  your  guns. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  BIPLEY, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 
General  Schimmelfenxig, 

Com'dg  U,  S.  Forres,  Morris  and  Folly  Islands,  Sfc.,  Sfc. 


Additional  report  of  Rear-Admiral  DahJgren. 

Flag-Steamer  Puilaublphia, 
Of  Morris  Island,  June  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  Charleston  Mercury,  of  the  14th,  brought  to  me  by  a  penon 
who  represents  himself  as  an  escaped  prisoner.  The  department  wiU  perceive, 
by  the  article  which  I  have  marked,  that  the  threat  conveyed  by  the  rthd 
commander  here  to  General  Schimmelfennig  has  been  put  in  course  of  ezecntioB. 
It  is  incredible  that  any  one  calling  himself  a  man  should  resort  to  the  infa- 
mous act  of  thus  exposing  the  lives  of  his  captives — unable  to  defend  diemselves 
or  to  leave  this  doomed  city — ^in  order  to  shield  themselves.  Such  a  barbarow 
policy  will  not  serve  to  lessen  the  indignation  of  our  soldiers,  or  their  preference 
for  death  in  battle  rather  than  by  such  atrocious  measures. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN. 
Rear-Admiral,  Com*dg  S.  A,  B,  Sfnadnm. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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[From  the  Charloston  Tri-weekly  Mercury.— Editorial.] 

Tuesday,  June  14,  1864. 

For  fiome  time  it  has  been  known  that  a  batch  of  Yankee  prisoners,  compris- 
ing the  highest  in  rank  now  in  our  hands,  were  soon  to  be  brought  hither  to  snaxe 
the  pleasures  of  the  bombardment.  They  accordingly  arrived  here  on  Sunday. 
We  give  a  Hsl  of  their  names  and  rank  :       t 

Brigadier  General  Seymour,  Brigadier  General  Wessels,  Brigadier  General 
Scammon,  Brigadier  General  ShaJer,  Brigadier  General  Hickman,  Colonel  T.  G. 
GtOTer,  Oolonel  R.  Hawkins,  Colonel  R.  Harrismon,  Colonel  J.  H.  Lehman, 
Colonel  0.  H.  Legrange,  Colonel  W.  C.  Lee,  Colonel  R.  White,  Oolonel  H.  C. 
Bolinger,  Colonel  H.  L.  Brown,  Colonel  E.  L.  Dana,  Colonel  E.  Fardell,  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  E.  S.  Hays,  Lieutenant  Colonel  N.  B.  Hunter,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
F.  N.  Hiffginbotham,  Lieutenant  Colonel  G.  C.  Joslin,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W. 
E.  McMi^in,  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  Miles,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  C.  Maxwell, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  D.  Mayhew,  Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  Morfitt,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  E.  Alcott,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  Potsley,  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  F. 
Rogers,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  H.  Bumham,  Lieutenant  Colonel  C.  B.  Baldwin, 
lientenant  Colonel  W.  G.  Bartholimer,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  R.  Cook,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  C.  J.  Dickerson,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  T.  Fellows,  Lieutenant 
Olonel  G.  A.  Fairbanks,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  Glenn,  Lieutenant  Colonel  T. 
P.  SpoflTord,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  W.  Stewart,  Lieutenant  Colonel  F.  W. 
Ehrift,  Lieutenant  Colonel  A.  W.  Taylor,  Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  P.  Lascdle, 


Major  0.  H.  Bures,  Major  W.  F.  Baker,  Major  E.  W.  Bates,  Major  J.  F.  Clarke, 
Major  D.  A.  Carpenter,  Major  W.  Crandall,  Major  H.  D.  Grant,  Major  J.  Hall, 
Maior  J.  N.  Johnson. 

These  prisoners,  we  understand,  will  be  furnished  with  comfortable  quarters 
in  that  portion  of  the  city  most  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire.  The  commanding 
officer  on  Mon-is  island  will  be  duly  notified  of  the  fact  of  their  presence  in  the 
shelled  district,  and  if  his  batteries  still  continue  their  wanton  and  barbarous 
work,  it  will  be  at  the  peril  of  the  captive  officers. 


COMBINED  NAVY  ASD  ARMY  DEMONSTRATION  AGAINST  THE   REBEL  WORKS 

NEAR  CHARLESTON. 

Report  of  Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Flao-Stbamer  Philadelphia, 
Stono  River,  S.  C,  near  Mr,  Paul  GrrimbaVi  House.,  July  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  20th  of  June  I  received  the  department's  communication  stat- 
ing that  the  rebels  were  preparing  for  a  simultaneous  move  on  the  blockade 
inside  and  outside,  in  order  to  cover  the  exit  of  a  large  quantity  of  cotton. 

The  next  day  I  sent  the  Sonoma  and  Nipsic  as  outside  cruisers,  to  cover  the 
blockade  south  of  Port  Royal  where  it  was  weakest,  and  where  the  chief  effort 
was  to  be  made.  I  also  left  Charleston  for  Port  Royal,  in  order  to  confer  with 
Gkneral  Foster,  and  devise  some  means  for  counteracting  the  designs  of  the 
rebels.  The  general  preferred  to  cut  the  railroad  between  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  as  a  preliminary,  in  order  to  prevent  the  concentration  of  the  rebel 
forces.  Some  days  were  required  to  collect  the  troops,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
Ist  of  July  General  Foster  left  Port  Royal,  and  I  fuso  with  the  monitor  Mon- 
tank.    The  plan  of  Greneral  Foster,  which  I  received  from  him,  was  as  follows  : 
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"  General  Scliimmelfennig,  will  land  at  Legareville  with  one  thoasand  men, 
Friday  night,  July  1,  and  will  also  land  two  thoueand  men  on  tlole's  island  on 
the  same  night,  and  front  Seccssionvillc.  General  Hatch  will  land  at  Seabrook 
at  the  same  time  with  four  thousand  men,  and  will  be  at  the  ferry,  near  Ran- 
taul's  bridge,  on  Saturday  night  to  demonstrate  against  the  city  and  Fort  Pem- 
berton  on  Sunday  and  perhaps  Monday.  General  Bimey  will  go  into  North 
Edisto,  and,  as  high  as  possible,  land  to  destroy  railroad. 

"The  navy  will  enter  Stono  Saturday  morning  and  previous  night  to  co- 
operate with  General  Schimmelfennig,  as  far  as  line  from  Battery  Pringle  to 
Secessionville.  One  or  two  gunboats  will  ascend  North  Edisto  and  co-operate 
with  General  Birney  to  insure  his  landing.  This  is  a  demonstration  only,  bnt 
may  be  converted  into  a  real  attack  after  consultation  between  General  Foster 
and  Admiral  Dahlgren. 

**  If  General  Schimmelfennig  notifies  the  naval  officer  in  Stono  that  he  intends 
to  assault  the  works  in  front  of  him,  all  the  disposable  naval  force  is  to  assist 
him,  and  as  often  as  he  repeats  the  assault.*' 

On  the  second  day  of  July,  as  soon  as  the  tide  served,  the  monitors  Lchi^ 
and  Montauk  crossed  the  Stono  bar.  Besides  these,  the  naval  force  here  con- 
sisted of  the  Pawnee,  McDonough,  and  Racer. 

General  Schimmelfennig  had  occupied  ground  in  front  of  Cole's  island  eariy 
in  the  morning  of  the  2d,  and  the  McDonongh  (Captain  Phythlan)  opened  on 
Battery  Pringle  and  contiguous  works.  I  ascended  the  Stono  in  the  Montauk 
(Captain  Fillebrown)  as  soon  as  she  crossed  the  bar,  but  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night  it  was  impossible  to  judge  if  we  had  reached  an  effective  range,  and  the 
channel  became  so  narrow  that  the  pilot  was  reluctant  to  proceed,  the  veflfld 
not  having  a  foot  of  water  under  her  bottom,  and  several  efforts  to  go  further 
indicated  that  the  monitor  would  ground  with  a  falling  tide. 

Next  day  the  vessels  were  in  position,  opened  on  the  rebel  batteries  and 
swept  the  ground  in  front  of  General  Schimmelfennig's  position,  where  he  be- 
lieved the  rebels  were  making  disposition  for  an  assault  on  him.  Meanwhile  I 
learned  that  an  attempt  to  carry  Battery  Simkins  on  the  extreme  right  had 
failed  signally.  And  in  the  evening  General  Foster  arrived  from  Edisto,  where 
the  column  under  General  Bimey  had  also  been  withdrawn  without  having  pro- 
duced any  effect.  I  had  sent  the  Dai  Ching,  (Captain  Chaplin,)  Wamsutta, 
(Captain  Lee,)  and  Geranium,  (Acting  Master  Montell,)  to  assist;  but  the  lat- 
ter only  was  able  to  advance  far  enough  to  come  in  contact  with  a  rebel  battery, 
which  was  done  very  handsomely.  Meanwhile  General  Hatch  had  landed  on 
the  southern  extremity  of  John's  island  and  marched  across  it  so  as  to  fonn  the 
left  of  our  position  at  this  place.  General  Schimmelfennig  being  on  the  right  and 
the  navy  in  the  centre.  I  proponed  to  land  guns  and  plant  a  battery  on  the 
John's  i^;land  bank  of  the  Stono,  which,  backed  by  the  two  monitors,  woald  silence 
the  line  of  works  which  bar  our  progress  across  James's  island. 

Tuesday  afternoon  General  Foster,  General  Hatch,  and  myself  landed  and 
rode  up  along  the  southern  bank  of  the  Stono,  where  we  made  a  close  examina- 
tion of  the  rebel  works  on  the  Stono.  The  engineer  officer,  however,  after  a 
careful  scrutiny,  pronounced  the  works  too  strong  for  our  force.  At  this  time 
General  Hatch's  force  occupied  ground  a  mile  or  two  to  the  left  of  oar  loealitj. 
Meanwhile  the  two  monitors  were  in  position  so  as  to  reach  Battery  Prinele* 
which  they  did,  sweeping  round  from  that  across  the  space  between  the  rebel 
works  and  G(^neral  Schimmelfcnnig's.  The  Pawnee,  the  McDonough,  and  the 
two  mortar  schooners,  Bacer  and  Para,  maintained  a  steady  fire  in  the  sane 
direction,  and  with  good  effect,  as  the  annexed  letter  of  the  general  shows. 
Their  practice  was  exceedingly  good,  though  it  was  necessarily  too  limited  to 
exert  any  decided  effect  on  the  works  themselves. 
On  Friday  General  Foster  with  General  Hatch  came  on  board  and  decided 
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that  the  rebel  force  in  fironti  and  in  connexion  with  their  works,  was  too  large  to 
render  farther  serious  efforts  profitable,  and,  therefore,  the  troops  would  be  with 
drawn  from  John'sisland. 

On  Saturday  (9th)  the  rebels  made  a  stubborn  assault  on  our  advance  on 
John's  island  and  repeated  it,  but  were  repulsed  with  loss,  in  which,  I  am  told, 
the  black  soldiers  dia  very  well.  During  the  night  of  the  9th  the  embarkation 
of  the  troops  in  the  transports  was  begun,  and  by  Sunday  at  2  p.  m.  all  of  our 
men  were  withdrawn  from  John's  island.  General  Foster  left  about  noon  for 
Port  Royal.  The  vessels  were,  however,  kept  in  position  until  Monday  day- 
lighty  in  order  to  give  any  of  our  stragglers  an  opportunity  of  escaping. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  excellent  service  rendered  by  the  chief  of  staff, 
Oaptain  Bradford;  the  junior  officers  of  the  staff  were  also  active  and  useful, 
laeotenant  M.  L.  Johnson,  Ensigns  E.  J.  Dickman,  J.  0.  Pegram,  and  G.  H. 
Graven. 

The  different  vessels  were  ably  handled  by  their  several  commanders.  Com- 
mander G.  B.  Balch,  Lieutenant  Commanders  Alexander  A.  Semmes,  T.  Scott 
miebrown,  A.  W.  Johnson,  R.  L.  Phythian;  Acting  Masters  Alvin  Phiuney 
and  Edward  G.  Furbcr.     Chief  Pilot  W.  Haffords  was  useM  as  usual. 

The  only  casualties  were  from  a  shot  which  struck  the  Montfiuk,  taking  off 
the  leg  of  James  Norton,  (cockswain,)  and  wounding  John  G.  Patterson  (ordi- 
nary seaman,)  so  that  amputation  may  be  necessary. 

X  enclose  copy  of  Captain  Johnson's  report. 

I  have  toe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral  Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  • 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy. 


Letter  of  acknx>ioledgmentfrom  General  Schimmelfennig. 

.1 

Headquarters  Northern  District,  Dep't  op  the  South, 

James's  Island,  South  CarolifM,  July  6,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  of  the  excellent  practice  by  your 
gunboats  and  monitors  on  Stono  river  yesterday.  They  drove  the  enemy 
oat  of  his  rifle-pits,  and  prevented  him  from  erecting  an  earthwork  which  he 
had  commenced.  As  I  shall  probably  have  to  occupy  that  line  again  before 
long,  this  fire  of  your  monitors  will  undoubtedly  save  many  lives  on  our  side, 
for  which  I  desire  to  express  to  them  my  thanks. 

From  all  the  information  I  have  along  my  line,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  re-en- 
forcements which  the  enemy  has  received  are  small.  The  enemy  has  moved 
either  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  Ist  regiment  South  Carolina  infantry  from 
Sullivan*B  Island  on  to  my  front.     They  are  well  drilled  as  heavy  artillery. 

From  the  intercepted  despatches  of  the  enemy  I  learn  that  he  is  very  nervous 
in  regard  to  Simpkins  and  Johnson,  expecting  another  attack  every  moment, 
and  asking  the  rebel  commodore  for  re-enforcements  and  boats  to  guard  his 
front 

According  to  orders  received  from  the  major  general  commanding  depart- 
ment. Forts  Putnam  and  Strong  have  again  opened  fire  on  Sumter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectnilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  SCHIMMELFENNIG, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  District. 

Admbrnl  Dahlorbn,  •  *  * 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 
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Casualties  on  the  Montauk. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Montauk, 

Stono  River,  South  Carolina,  July  9, 1864. 

Admiral  :  I  regret  to  inform  you  that,  in  engaging  batteiy  Pringle  this 
afternoon,  James  Korton  (cockswain)  was  so  seriously  wounded  by  a  shot 
from  the  enemy  as  to  render  the  amputation  of  his  left  leg  necessary;  John  C. 
Patterson,  ordinary  seaman,  was  also  severely  injured  in  the  left  leg  by  the 
same  shot. 

The  deck  on  the  port  side  near  the  turret  was  struck  twice,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  wood  work  beneath  splintered. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  small  force  in   the  old  earthwork  below   batteiy 
Pringle  and  cheered  the  effects  of  the  rebel  shot.    They  fired  on  the  monitor 
with   musketry,  but  were   dispersed  by  a  few  rounds  of  grape  and  canister. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  JOHNSON. 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Commanding  Montauk. 
Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Fleet,  Flag-Steamer  PhiladelpJiia. 


United  States  Iron-clad  Montauk, 
Ujy  Stono  River,  South  Carolina,  July  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that,  on  the  9th  instant,  at  6  p.  m.,  while  the  United 
States  steamer  Montauk  was  in  action  with  Battery  Pringle,  the  following 
casualties  occurred : 

James  Norton,  seaman,  lacerated  and  contused  wound  of  the  left  leg,  render^ 
ing  amputation  necessar)';  John  G.  Patterson,  ordinary  seaman,  lacerated  and 
contused  wound  of  the  left  leg,  produced  by  a  solid  shot  from  the  enemy. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  of  Passed  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Nelson,  of  the  Pawnee,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Plant,  of  the 
Lehigh. 

Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  0.  ECKSTEIN, 

Assistant  Surgetm, 
A.  W.  Johnson, 

Lieutenant  Commander,  Commanding. 


EXPEDITION  TO  McINTOSII  COUNTY,  GEOBQIA. 
Rej)ort  of  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DahJgren, 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
Port  Royal  Harbor,  SoutJi  Carolina,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  forward  to  the  department  two  reports  of  very  creditable  exeunioni 
into  the  rebel  territory. 

These  clearly  exhibit  how  entirely  the  country  is  denuded  of  its  fighting 
men.  Of  26  persons  picked  up  at  a  country  meeting,  but  few  were  between 
the  ages  of  20  and  50,  &c.    •     •     • 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  . 

J.  A.  DABfLGREN, 
*  •         Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  &  Squaiir^m* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welle?, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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•  ^  Report  of  Commcmder  George  M.  Colvocor esses. 

United  States  Sloop-of-war  Saratoga, 

Dohoy  Sound,  Georgia ^  August  6,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  an  expedition  which 
left  the  Saratoga,  the  ship  under  my  command,  on  the  evening  of  the  second 
inatant: 

Object  of  expedition. 

It  was  to  surprise  and  capture  the  male  inhabitants,  who  had  been  ordered  to 
meet  at  the  court-house  of  Mcintosh  county,  Georgia,  on  the  third  day  of 
August  for  the  purpose  of  forming  themselves  into  a  coast  ^ard,  which  order 
I  had  read  in  the  Savannah  Bepublican  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  July,  1864. 

Personnel  of  the  expedition. 

It  consisted  of  myself.  Acting  Ensi^  Edward  Rogers,  Acting  Ensi^  George 
O.  Fabens,  Boatswain  Philip  J.  Miller,  Acting  Master's  Mates  William  A. 
Stennard  and  Thomas  Dalton,  Acting  Captain's  Clerk  John  W.  McReynolds, 
and  one  hundred  and  seven  sailors  and  marines,  making  a  total  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  persons,  including  Dr.  Winthrop  Butler,  who  accompanied  the 
expedition  as  surgeon. 

Our  departure  from  the  ship  and  landing  on  the  main  land. 

The  expedition  left  the  ship  on  Tuesday,  August  2,  4.40  p.  m.,  in  seven 
boats,  and  reached  the  main  land  shortly  after  9  o'clock  p.  m.  The  night  was 
Tory  favorable  to  our  design,  there  being  no  moon  by  which  the  enemy  could 
discover  our  movements  as  we  approached  the  landing. 

March  and  arrival  of  the  expedition  at  the  court-house. 

As  soon  as  the  expedition  was  landed  I  sent  all  the  boats  back  to  the  ship, 
with  an  order  to  the  executive  officer  to  let  fhem  meet  me  the  next  day  at  the 
landing,  called  the  ridge,  some  seven  miles  distant  from  th^  first  landing,  but 
nearer  the  ship. 

The  expedition  was  then  formed  into  a  line,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Stan- 
nard,  with  five  men,  sent  ahead  as  skirmishers.  The  expedition  being  now 
ready  to  move  forward,  we  began  our  march.  We  did  not  meet  with  any  person 
or  see  any  house  until  twelve  o'clock,  when  the  skirmishers  fell  back  to  the  line, 
and  Mr.  Stannard  reported  a  dwelling-house  ahead.  We  passed  it  as  silently 
as  possible  in  order  not  to  awake  the  inmates,  and  in  a  few  minutes  after  we 
found  ourselves  on  the  main  road  leading  to  Savannah.  We  proceeded  on  this 
road  until  we  came  to  a  bridge,  when  the  expedition  halted,  and  I  directed  Mr. 
Miller  and  seven  men  to  take  charge  of  the  bridge  and  capture  every  one  who 
should  attempt  to  pass  over  it,  coming  from  the  direction  of  the  court-house,  and 
also  to  bum  the  bridge  at  11  o'clock  in  the  day,  which  I  calculated  would  be 
about  the  hour  the  meeting  at  the  court-house  would  take  place,  and  thereby 
not  only  prevent  any  one's  escaping  in  that  direction  on  our  making  the  intended 
assault,  but  prevent  likewise  an  attack  on  our  rear  from  some  three  hundred 
cavalry,  which  I  had  been  informed  were  encamped  a  few  miles  beyond  the 
bridge. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  Mr.  Miller  and  his  command,  the  expedition  resumed 
its  march,  and  on  reaching  the  road  which  led  to  the  court-house  I  divided  my 
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forces,  giving  Mr.  Rogers  one-half,  with  which  he  marched  on  to  the  right  of  the 
court-house,  while  with  the  other  half  I  proceeded  to  the  lefl:  of  the  court-konfle. 
When  we  arrived  abreast  of  the  building  we  all  took  to  the  neighboring  woods, 
and  there  remained  concealed  until  the  proper  time  for  making  the  attack  should 
arrive,  which  was  the  same  that  had  «been  fixed  on  for  firing  the  bridge  left  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Miller. 

When  the  signal  for  attacking  was  made,  we  inmiediately  charged  at  a  double- 
quick  and  completely  suiTounded  the  meeting,  and  all  who  composed  it  were 
captured,  except  three  who  succeeded  in  making  their  escape.  By  this  time 
Mr.  Miller  and  his  command  had  arrived,  bringing  with  him  eleven  men  whom 
he  had  captured  near  the  bridge ;  he  also  brought  a  number  of  horses  and 
buggies.  There  being  no  prospect,  after  the  bridge  was  set  on  fire,  of  our  tak- 
ing any  more  prisoners,  I  gave  the  order,  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Miller,  for  the 
expedition  to  again  form  in  line,  and  placing  the  prisoners  in  the  centre  we 
started  to  return  to  the  ship. 

When  about  half  way  we  captured  three  more  men  who  were  on  their  way 
to  the  meeting.  As  we  proceeded  I  caused  every  bridge  we  crossed  to  be  de- 
stroyed to  prevent  pursuit ;  I  also  burnt  the  large  encampment  which  stood 
near  the  road  leading  to  Darien,  and  which  was  to  have  been  occupied  by  the 
force  now  being  raised  to  defend  the  coast. 

The  expedition  arrived  safely  at  the  ridge  at  sunset ;  but  as  my  order  in  re- 
gard to  the  boats  had  been  misunderstood,  we  did  not  reach  the  ship  until  about 
noon  next  day. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  what  the  expedition  accomplished  : 

We  took  twenty-six  prisoners,  twenty-two  horses  and  buggies,  destroyed  two 
bridges,  and  burnt  a  large  encampment  which  the  enemy  greatly  needed  for  the 
protection  of  his  forces ;  and  we  did  this  in  broad  daylight,  and  fifteen  milea 
from  our  boats,  without  losing  a  single  life  or  meeting  with  any  unpleasant  acci- 
dent. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  on  examining  the  descriptive  list  of  these  prisoners, 
that  several  of  them  held,  at  the  time  of  their  capture,  important  civil  offices. 

It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  close  this  report  with  the  acknowledgment 
that  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise  to  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command ;  the  behavior  of  both  throughout  was  truly  admirable. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sen'ant, 

•      GEO.  M.  COLVOCORESSES,^ 

ChmmandeTf  U.  S.  Nary, 

Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

CommandiTig  Si  A,  B.  Squadron, 


DESTRUCTION  OF  SALT  WORKS  NEAR  BACK  RIVER. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  DaJdgren. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia* 
Port  Royal  Harhor,  S.  C,  AuguH  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Captain  Swann,  commanding  the 
United  States  steamer  Potomska,  giving  an  account  of  a  raid  in  ^hieh  he  biic- 
ceeded  in  destroying  an  extensive  rebel  salt  works,  in  the  course  of  which  his 
small  force  had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the  rebels,  in  which  he  loBt  cue  man  kiUed 
and  four  wounded. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was,  however,  entirely  accomplished^  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  rebels  were  punished  severely  by  the  fire 
from  our  boats. 
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Csptain  Swann  speaks  rery  highly  of  the  Spencer  rifles,  with  which  his  men 
were  aormed. 

I  sent  a  steamer  to  hring  up  the  wounded,  and  commended  Captain  Swann 
for  the  handsome  manner  in  which  the  affair  was  executed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  R,  P.  Swann. 

,  United  States  Steamer  Potomska, 

July  30,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  destruction  of  two  salt  works  on  a  creek 
leading  out  of  Back  river,  six  miles  from  its  mouth.  One  of  the  works  con- 
tained twelve  pans  and  the  other  six.  The  pans  were  the  largest  I  have  ever 
seen,  and  the  masonry  very  substantial. 

I  started  from  the  ship  at  2  this  a.  m.,  and  landed  at  the  first  work  just  before 
daylight.  I  destroyed  the  pans  so  effectually  that  not  one  of  them  will  hold 
water.  I  burned  all  the  buildings,  destroyed  150  bushels  of  salt,  and  broke 
up  all  the  wagons.  I  took  six  contrabands  employed  in  the  works.  The  pans 
were  three-fourths  of  an  inch  thick,  and  it  took  me  so  long  to  destroy  them 
that  I  was  not  ready  to  return  to  the  ship  until  9.30  a.  m.  The  water  in  the 
creek  was  then  very  low  and  the  swamp  was  from  five  to  six  feet  above  the 
gonwales  of  the  boats,  the  creek  at  the  time  not  being  more  than  ten  feet  wide, 
and  the  water  so  shoal  that  in  places  we  were  forced  to  drag  the  boats  through. 
At  10  a.  m.,  when  we  had  proceeded  one-half  mile,  we  were  fired  on  by  Uie 
enemy  from  the  marsh  bordering  the  creek,  and  at  the  distance  of  about  ten 
yards.  I  had  my  first  and  third  cutters,  commanding  the  expedition  myself 
in  the  third  cutter,  with  a  crew  of  six  men.  I  was  followed  by  the  first  cutter, 
commanded  by  my  executive  oflSicer,  Acting  Ensign  Andrew  Curtis,  with  eleven 
men.  Their  first  volley  was  most  effective,  wounding  three  men  in  my  boat, 
one  mortally,  (since  died,)  and  two  severely.  There  were  two  wounded  by  the 
same  volley  in  the  first  cutter.  Our  arms,  the  Spencer  rifle,  saved  us  all  from 
destruction,  as  the  rapidity  with  which  we  fired  caused  the  enemy  to  lie  low, 
and  their  firing  was,  after  the  first  fire,  very  wild.  The  sails  of  the  first  cutter 
were  pierced  by  fourteen  balls,  and  there  are  five  in  her  hull.  The  third  cutter 
was  struck  in  hull  and  sails  several  times.  We  fought  them  three-quarters  of 
an  hour,  some  of  the  time  up  to  our  knees  in  mud,  trying  to  land  and  capture 
them,  and  some  of  the  time  in  the  water,  with  the  boats  for  a  breastwork.  The 
mud  was  so  soft  that  we  found  it  impossible  to  land  and  fight  them,  but  the 
raking  fire  we  kept  up  on  them,  firing  at  the  smoke  of  their  guns,  drove  them 
off.  We  could  hear  the  cries  of  their  wounded,  and  several  were  shot  while 
retreating.  None  of  our  wounded  made  any  noise.  I  cannot  sufficiently  com- 
mend the  conduct  of  my  executive  officer,  Andrew  Curtis,  and  his  coolness  and 
bravery  under  the  galling  fire  to  which  we  were  subjected  deserves  the  notice 
of  the  department.  The  men  behaved  beautifully,  and  one  of  them  in  my 
boat,  Charles  Sylvester,  when  wounded  severely,  the  ball  entering  his  shoulder 
and  ooming  out  of  his  back,  said,  ''it  was  nothing  but  a  flesh  wound'',  and  fought 
imtil  we  had  driven  the  enemy  back,  he  bleeding  profusely  all  the  while.  Mr. 
Ourtis  speaks  veiy  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Luther  M.  MUlington,  paymaster's 
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steward.  All  tbe  wounded  are  doing  well,  and  the  damage  done  to  the  enemy 
will  more  than  compensate  for  oar  loss.  I  enclose  a  list  of  casualties.  We  ex- 
pended 200  rounds  of  ammunition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  ohedient  servai^i 

R.  P.  SWANN, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Gorn'dg  U,  S.  Steamer  Pofomska. 


Report  of  casualiiet. 

July  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  five  men  wounded  in  the  expedition  of  July  30,  1864> 
namely,  Henry  W.  Briggs,  mortally,  a  minnie  ball  striking  him  about  four  inches 
to  the  left  of  the  second  lumbar  vertebrae,  passing  directly  through  the  body, 
lodging  beneath  the  skin  on  the  right  of  the  epigastric  region — ^he  died  about 
9  o'clock  p.  m.,  from  internal  hemorrhage ;  Charles  E. -Sylvester,  Beriously,  the 
ball  striking  directly  over  the  insertion  of  the  deltoid  muscle,  passing  out  directly 
over  the  inferior  angle  of  the  scapula ;  James  Butler,  not  seriously,  a  buck- 
shot wound  under  the  eye  ;  Edward  Mcrk,  slightly,  on  hip,  and  Albert  R.  Dib- 
ble, slightly,  on  thigh. 

Respectfully, 

CHARLES  C.  WILLIAMS, 

Surgeon* s  Steward^  in  charge. 
Captain  R.  P.  Swann. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  SALT  WORKS. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roadi,  Attgust  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  gives  mo  pleasure  to  inform  the  department  that  Captain  Colvocoreaaes 
has  executed  another  descent  into  the  rebel  territory  and  captured  a  licatenant 
and  twenty-eight  privates  of  company  F,  3d  South  Carolina  cavalry,  dispersed 
the  remainder,  captured  their  arms  and  equipments,  burned  the  encampment, 
destroyed  two  large  salt  works,  captured  six  overseers  and  Beventy-one  slaves, 
destroyed  the  bridge  on  the  main  road  to  Savannah,  and  captured  a  mailt  &c. 

The  activity  and  skill  thus  manifested  by  Captain  Colvocoresses  is  entitled 
to  the  highest  commendation,  and  I  shall  soon  give  him  another  and  wider  field 
for  liis  labors. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S,  A,  B.  Sqmadnnu 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


EXPEDITION  UP  THE  WHITE  OAK  RIVER, 
Rejwrt  of  Acting  Master   W,  T.  Giilespie. 

United  States  Steamer  Brazilibra, 

St.  Simon's  Sound,  Georgia,  OcU^er  20,  1864. 

SrR  :  On  the  night  of  the  13th  instant  I  went  in  charge  of  an  expedition  xqf 
the  White  Oak  river,  with  two  boats  from  my  vessel  and  one  ttam  the 
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Maiy  S«iiford.  We  succeeded  in  securing  fifty  negroes  belonging  to  J.  Mor- 
ri8on»  A  planter.  Daring  the  time  two  of  mj  men  in  some  manner  became  de- 
tached from  me.  I  waited  and  sent  two  officers  to  search  for  them  as  long  as  I 
considered  it  prudent.  I  then  proceeded  with  the  boats  to  the  Marj  Sanford, 
who  was  lying  at  Fenneman's  Mills,  Saltillo  river,  and  while  proceeding  up  the 
river  the  rebels  fired  on  the  steamer,  killing  Peter  Collins,  my  pilot.  On  the 
15th  I  returned  to  the  bark.  On  the  17th  Edward  Sheridan,  one  of  the  men, 
returned  and  reported  Charles  Thompson,  the  other  man,  a  prisoner  in  the  hands 
of  the  confederates.  The  cause  of  this  misfortune  was  in  these  two  men  having 
found  some  liquor,  when  Thompson  became  intoxicated  and  went  back  to  the 
house  after  plunder.  Sheridan  made  the  best  of  his  way  to  the  vessel  in  a 
canoe  he  found  on  the  marshes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  GILLESPIE, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadron, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Z.  Kempton, 

United  States  Steamer  Mary  Sanford, 

St,  AjidrewU  Sound,  Georgia,  October  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  going  up  the  Big  Saltillo  river  with  my  command » 
on  the  evening  of  the  13th  instant,  drove  the  pickets  from  Penueman's  Mills* 
and  anchored  for  the  night  at  that  place,  to  wait  for  the  return  of  Acting  Master 
Gillespie,  commanding  the  United  States  bark  Braziliera,  who  had  gone  up  the 
White  Oak  river  with  two  boats  and  twenty  men  of  his  command,  and  one  boat, 
two  officers  and  ten  men  from  this  vessel,  to  take  the  negroes  from  Captain 
John  Morrison's  plantation,  who  were  harvesting  com  at  that  place  for  the  con- 
federate soldiers  stationed  in  th)&t  neighborhood. 

Captain  Gillespie  returned  in  safety  to  this  vessel  on  the  morning  of  the  14th 
instant,  bringing  with  him  all  the  negroes  from  the  Morrison  plantation,  forty- 
seren  in  number. 

Having  learned  that  there  was  a  large  quantity  of  com  and  rice  stored  at  the 
town  of  Jeffersonton,  on  the  river,  twelve  miles  above  Penneman's  Mills,  in 
transit  to  Savannah,  for  the  confederate  government,  taking  with  me  Captain 
Gillespie,  his  pilot,  men  and  boa1«,  at  2.30  p.  m.  got  under  way  and  proceeded 
up  the  river.  While  passing  Yellow  Bluff  was  fired  upon  by  a  company  of 
cavalry  that  was  secreted  behind  trees  and  in  the  grAss.  They  were  driven 
from  meir  hiding  place  in  five  minutes  with  canister  and  shrapnel!,  and  as  they 
were  not  over  two  hundred  yards  from  our  guns,  they  must  have  been  punished 
severely.  I  regret  to  state  that  the  fourth  shot  fired  at  us  instantly  killed  Peter 
Collins,  our  pilot,  the  ball  passing  through  his  body  near  the  heart.  The  killing 
of  Mr.  Collins  is  the  only  casualty  that  happened  during  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
We  passed  above  the  bluff  about  a  mile.  Having  lost  our  pilot,  I  was  obliged 
to  abandon  further  proceedings  and  return  down  the  river.  While  passing 
Yellow  Bluff  the  enemy  did  not  show  themselves.  We  anchored  for  the  night 
at  the  mouth  of  White  Oak  river. 

On  the  moming  of  the  15th  instant  we  returned  down  the  river,  and  round  to 
St  Simon's,  landed  the  contrabands  at  that  place,  and  buried  the  corpse  of  Mr. 
Collins  in  due  form.  Mr.  Collins  was  a  brave  officer  aud  died  at  his  post.  His 
death  is  very  much  lamented  by  the  officers  and  crew  ol^the  United  States 
steamer  BrazUiera  and  this  vessel. 
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My  officers,  men  and  myself  are  all  anxioas  for  a  pflot,  so  that  we  can  raid  oo 
these  rivers  when  an  opportunity  offers. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.KEMPTON, 
Acting  Master f  Commanding, 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Dahloren, 

Commanding  S,  A,  B,  Squadron. 


CAPTURE  OF  OFFICERS  AND  SEAMEN  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMEB 

PERRY. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren. 

Flag-Ship  Philadelphia, 
Off  Morris  Island,  December  17,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Actins  Master  Gregory,  commanding 
hrig  Perry,  from  which  the  department  will  perceive  that  three  officers  and  twelve 
seaman  of  that  vessel  were  captured  hy  the  rehels  on  Decemher  5. 

It  appears  from  the  report  that  this  misfortune  was  owing  to  disohedience  of 
orders  on  the  part  of  the  officer  commanding  the  boats. 

On  the  previous  occasion,  when  the  Ward  landed  a  party  to  search  for  water 
and  lost  ten  out  of  nineteen,  I  sent  the  Perry  there  expressly  in  order  that  the 
rebels  might  have  a  more  powerful  vessel  to  deal  with,  and  I  hoped  a  more  ex- 
perienced officer  in  command. 

These  blunders  are  very  annoying,  and  yet  I  do  not  like  to  discourage  en- 
terprise and  dash  on  the  part  of  our  officers  and  men ;  better  to  auffisr  from  the 
excess  than  the  deficiencies  of  these  qualities. 

At  the  same  time,  in  the  present  instance,  the  officer  of  the  boat  stands  charged 
with  disobedience  of  orders,  and  if  ho  were  in  my  power  he  should  sorely  answer 
for  it. 

Enclosed  is  the  printed  order  which  the  department  directed  in  conscqaence 
of  the  Ward's  losing  some  men. 

I  have  directed  the  Perry  to  be  relieved  by  the  Maugham,  and  if»  on  the  arrival 
here  of  the  former,  an  inquiry  is  found  to  be  proper,  it  will  be  ordered. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  DAHLGEEN, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  S.  A,  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Isavy,  Washington,  D,  C. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  the  Perry  lias  arrived  here,  and  from  the 
captain's  personal  explanation  the  result  seems  to  me  most  inexcusable. 

The  alleged  disobedience  of  orders  by  the  officers  exonerates  the  commander 
of  the  brig. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  S.  B.  Gregory. 

United  States  Brio  Pbrsy, 
OffMorrilVs  Inlet,  S.  C,  December  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  n^  painful  duty  to  report  the  loss  of  three  of  my  offieers  and 
twelve  men,  on  the  5th  of  December,  under  the  following  circumBtances: 
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A  yessel  being  fitted  np  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  blockade,  and  fearing 
that  she  might  escape  in  the  night,  and  avoid  me  by  hugging  the  beach  in  shoal 
water,  I  determined  to  destroy  her  if  I  could.  I  despatched  two  boats  for  that 
purpose. 

After  shelling  around  the  schooner,  I  ordered  them  to  the  beach,  under  the 
cover  of  our  guns ;  instructed  Mr.  Arrants,  acting  ensign,  to  send  one  person 
to  see  if  the  way  was  clear,  and  if  so,  to  forward  one  or  two  more  to  set  fire  to 
her,  and  the  rest  to  remain  in  the  boats  to  afford  a  retreat  for  the  two  or  three 
on  shore ;  but  to  my  surprise  he  lauded  all  but  two  of  the  crew  of  the  first  cutter, 
and  in  less  than  three  minutes  the  cavalry  rushed  down  and  surrounded  them 
and  cut  off  their  retreat.  They  attacked  the  boats,  but  our  first  shell  scattered 
them,  they  harming  no  one  in  the  boats.  After  some  hand-to-hand  fighting,  our 
men  surrendered,  there  being  more  than  sixty  in  number  of  the  cavalry ;  my 

frecious  son,  a  lad  of  seventeen  years  of  age,  was  among  the  number  captured, 
cannot  conceive  how  Acting  Ensign  An*ants  made  so  great  a  mistake. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  B.  GREGORY, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding, 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahloren, 

Cknnmanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadrant 

Flag-Steamer  PhilcLdelphi€h  off  Morris  Island^  S,  C. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  or  prisoners,  on  the  expedition 
of  December  5,  1863 : 

1.  William  B.  Arrants,  acting  ensign  and  sailingmaster. 

2.  George  Anderson,  acting  ensign  and  sailingmaster. 

3.  George  W.  Burkett,  acting  assistant  paymaster. 

4.  John  P.  Reinhardt,  cockswain. 

5.  John  Pinkham,  cockswain. 

6.  Conrad  Horse,  seaman. 

7.  Albert  Williamson,  seaman. 

8.  James  Davis,  seaman. 

9.  William  Henderson,  seaman. 

10.  Michael  Lawton,  seaman. 

11.  Michael  Tobin,  seaman. 

12.  Peter  Keefe,  seaman. 

13.  Samuel  B.  Gregory,  landsman. 

14.  William  McDowell,  landsman. 

15.  George  A.  Brimsmaid,  landsman. 


[order.] 

Flag-Steamer  Philadelphia, 
OJ  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  December  14,  1863. 

The  Navy  Department  "disapproves"  of  officers  and  men  staying  from  their 
*•  vessels,  with  or  without  permission,"  resulting   "in  their  capture.'*     It  is 
therefore  expressly  forbidden  in  this  squadron,  and  commanding  officers  wiH 
use  such  stringent  measures  to  correct  this  evil  as  will  suppress  it. 
Ee«ir?ctfully, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear-Adrnvralf  Commanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadron, 
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OPERATIONS  IN  MURRILL'S  INLET 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  J,  A.  Dahfgren. 

Flag-Steamer  Philadblphia, 
Off  Morris  Islapdf  January  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  Under  date  of  December  17  I  informed  the  department  of  the  capture 
of  a  boat's  crew  from  the  Pcny,  and  enclosed  the  report  of  the  commandiDg 
officer,  Acting  Master  Gregory. 

I  also  stated  that  the  Perry  had  been  relieved  by  another  vessel,  as  I  wa« 
not  satisfied  with  the  account  given  by  Acting  Master  Gregory. 

There  is  little  more  to  be  learned  than  what  appears  from  Uie  report  already 
enclosed.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  was  a  blundering  affair — ^without  judg- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  commanding  officer,  and  aggravated  by  the  alleg^ 
disobedience  of  the  officer  sent  ashore  in  charge  of  the  party. 

Captain  Gregory  never  stated  to  me  that  any  further  occurrences  took  place, 
but  rumor  induced  me  to  make  further  inquiries,  and  the  answers  returned  are 
enclosed,  (E  and  F.) 

As  regards  the  alleged  murder  of  one  of  the  Perry's  boat's  crew,  it  seems  to 
be  derived  from  some  contrabands  who  escaped  subsequently  from  the  inlet. 

On  examination  I  do  not  learn  that  any  one  of  this  party  witnessed  the  mur- 
der, or  saw  the  man,  or  had  seen  any  person  that  had  done  so ;  bat  that  a  boy 
had  a  cap  and  stockings  which  were  said  to  have  been  taken  by  some  one  else 
from  our  man,  and  that  he  told  this  to  a  man  ashore,  who  told  it  to  my  in- 
formant. 

If  such  an  outrage  has  been  perpetrated,  it  will  be  known  satisfactorily  from 
some  of  the  boat's  crew  captured,  and  suitable  measures  taken  to  puniah  it. 

After  the  Perry  rctumea  here,  and  I  became  acquainted  with  the  prindwd 
facts  of  the  mishap  to  her  boat's  crew,  I  directed  Captain  Green  to  repair  to  Uie 
inlet  with  the  steamers  Nipsic,  Sanford,  Daffodil,  ana  bark  Allen.  100  marines 
were  embarked  in  these  vessels,  and  additional  boats,  whose  crews  swelled  the 
landing  force  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  two  boat  howitxera. 

The  vessels  left  here  late  on  the  29th  ultimo,  and  arrived  near  the  inlet  next 
day  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  were  joined  by  the  schooner  Mangham.  That 
evening  the  wind  began  to  freshen  from  northward  and  eastward,  increasing 
through  the  night,  with  considerable  sea.  The  next  day  the  weather  wore  an 
appearance  so  unsettled  that  Captain  Green  felt  compelled  to  abandon  any 
attempt  to  disembark;  he  therefore  directed  the  Allen  to  return  to  her  station 
off  Charleston,  and  the  Maugham  to  the  inlet,  as  before. 

With  the  three  steamers  he  sought  anchorage  some  twenty  miles  below, 
where  he  made  suitable  disposition  for  the  launches,  and  ordered  the  Nipsic  to 
return  and  destroy  the  schooner,  which  had  been  one  of  the  objects  of  my  in- 
structions to  Captain  Green. 

Thi»  done,  the  vessels  returned  to  this  station,  where  they  arrived  on  the,  2d 
January. 

In  pursuance  of  orders,  Captain  Spotts  returned  to  Murrill's  inlet,  which  he 
reached  on  the  Ist  January,  and  opened  fire  from  the  heavy  guns  of  the  Nipsic* 
to  scour  the  woods  and  also  to  destroy  the  schooner,  whicn  proving  incffectnal 
b^  reason  of  intervening  sand-hills,  dit^positions  were  made  to  land.  Thirty 
mai'incs,  under  Lieutenant  Fagan,  were  put  ashore  and  deployed  as  skirmishers 
across  the  spit,  while  a  launch,  with  a  howitzer,  took  position  to  enfilade  any 
advance  on  their  front  by  the  rebel  cavalry. 

Thus  covered,  the  seamen  landed  with  a  boat  howitzer  on  its  field-carriage, 
and  opened  on  the  schooner  in  the  inlet.  At  the  fifth  round  she  took  fire*  and, 
with  a  valuable  cargo  of  turpentine,  was  soon  in  one  blaze.    The  party  then  ~' 
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turned  to  the  Nipsic.  It  bad  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  executive  officer, 
Acting  Master  Chnrehill,  who  carried  out  his  orders  very  creditably.  Lieuten- 
ant Fagan,  of  the  marine  corps,  Acting  Ensigns  Green  and  Taylor,  and  Acting 
Master's  Mates  Orcutt  and  Kitching,  also  performed  their  parts  well.  Previously 
thirteen  contrabands  had  escaped  to  the  Mangham. 

I  tnist  this  correction  will  serve  to  moderate  any  gratification  which  the 
rebels  may  have  derived  fom  the  capture  of  our  boat's  crew. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DAHLGREN, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  S,  A,  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  GiDBox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — I  herewith  enclose   reports  of  Captain  Green,  Commander    Spotts, 
and  Acting  Masters  Collins  and  Gregory,  marked  A,  B,  G,  D. 


A. 

Report  of  Captain  J.  F.  Crreen, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Canandaigua, 

Of  Charleston,  S.  C,  January  4,  1864. 

SiE :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  left  this  anchorage,  on  the  29th 
nltimo.'in  the  steamer  Mary  Sanford,  accompanied  by  the  steamer  Nipsic,  steam- 
tng  Daffodil,  and  bark  Ethan  Allen,  and  proceeded  to,  and  arrived  on  the  follow- 
ing afternoon  at,  an  anchorage  distant  about  fifteen  miles  from  Murrill's  inlet, 
ana  was  joined  there  by  the  schooner  George  Mangham. 

Preparations  were  immediately  made  for  disembarking  in  force  at  daylight  the 
following  morning  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing,  so  far  as  practicable,  the 
object  or  the  expedition,  agreeably  to  your  instructions.  At  sunset  the  weather 
appeared  unsettled  and  somewhat  threatening.  The  wind  began  to  freshen 
from  the  northward  and  eastward,  and  a  heavy  swell  to  make  from  the  south- 
ward and  eastward.  The  wind  and  swell  continued  to  increase  during  the  night, 
and  to  such  a  degree  until  4  o'clock  the  following  morning  as  to  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  launches  in  tow  of  the  Mary  Sanford  and  Nipsic.  One  of  the 
launches  broke  adrift  and  was  recovered  with  considerable  difficulty.  Soon 
after  the  recovery  of  the  launch  the  wind  and  swell  began  to  abate,  but  the 
weather  still  presented  an  unsettled  appearance;  and  as  the  launches  and  also 
the  men  necessarily  stationed  in  them  to  keep  them  free  of  water  would,  in 
my  opinion,  be  jeoparded,  if  not  lost,  should  heavy  weather  prevail  for  any 
length  of  time,  I  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon  any  attempt  to  disem- 
barK  in  force,  as  contemplated,  and  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  launches  by  seek- 
ing a  safe  anchorage  or  harbor,  and  afterwards  to  carry  out  your  instructions  as 
Cox  as  lay  in  my  power. 

Accordingly  I  directed  the  Bthan  Allen  to  return  to  her  anchorage,  near  Rat- 
tlesnake shoal,  and  with  the  remaining  vessels  of  the  expedition,  excepting  the 
schooner  Mangham,  which  had  returned  to  her  station  on  the  inlet  the  night 
previous,  proceeded  to,  and  arrived  early  in  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  ultimo  at, 
an  anchorage  to  the  northward,  and  about  ten  miles  distant  from  Georgetown 
light-house. 

Here  I  directed  the  launches  which  the  Nipsic  had  in  tow  to  be  transferred  to 
the  tug,  and  the  removal  of  the  boat  howitzers  from  the  launches  to  the  Mary 
Sanford  and  Nipsic,  and  ordered  Commander  Spotts  to  proceed  the  next  morn- 
ing to  Murrill's  inlet  and  destroy  a  schooner  known  to  be  in  the  inlet,  loaded 
fOid  ready  to  run  the  blockade. 
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Commander  Spotts  skilfollj  and  successfiillj  executed  the  order»  as  will  ap- 
pear from  bis  report,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  and  rejoined  the 
Mary  Sanford  and  tug  Fridaj  night,  the  1st  instant,  at  their  anchorage,  from 
whence,  the  three  vessels  returned  to  Charleston,  arriving  about  noon  oa  Satur- 
day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  6BEEN,  Captain. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  Off'  Morris  Island,  S.  C. 


B. 
Report  of  Commander  J,  H,  SpoUs. 

United  States  Steamer  Nipsic, 
Off  MurrilVs  Met,  S.  C,  January  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  to  this  place  and  delivered  to 
the  United  States  schooner  George  Maugham  twentf-six  of  her  crew. 

I  discovered  the  schooner  designated  by  you  lying  inside  the  inlet,  and 
opened  fire  upon  her,  but  did  not  succeed  in  setting  her  on  fire  in  consequence  of 
a  sand-spit  which  concealed  her  hull.  I  therefore  fitted  out  an  expedition,  under 
command  of  Aeting  Master  Churchill,  executive  officer  of  this  snip,  consistiDg 
of  two  launches,  with  howitzers,  and  forty  men,  and  two  cutters,  with  ihii^ 
marines ;  landed  one  howitzer  on  the  spit,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensupi  Taylor,  of 
the  South  Carolina,  and  marines,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Fagan,  of  the 
marines ;  opened  fire  on  the  schooner  at  three  hundred  yards  with  howitzer,  and 
the  fifth  shell  set  her  on  fire.  The  schooner  and  cargo,  which  consisted  of  tur- 
pentine, were  entirely  consumed.  The  expedition  was  ably  commanded  and  de- 
signs executed  by  Acting  Master  Churchill,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Fagan,  of 
marines.  Acting  Ensign  Green,  Acting  Ensign  Taylor,  of  the  South  Carolina, 
and  Acting  Master's  Mates  Orcutt  and  Kitching. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  SPOTTS,  Commander. 

Captain  Joseph  F.  Green, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Canandaigua. 


C. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  John  Collins,  jr. 

United  States  Schooner  George  Manghait, 

MunilVs  Jn%t,  S.  C,  December  30,  186*3. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  four  o'clock  this  morning  a  boat  was 
observed  making  for  this  vessel  from  the  shore,  and  upon  being  hailed  it  was 
discovered  to  contain  thirteen  contrabands,  who  had  last  night  effiM^ed  their 
escape  from  slavery,  and  including  among  their  number  four  females  and  one 
infant,  all  of  whom  are  now  on  board  this  schooner  well  cared  for.  They  imparted 
considerable  information  respecting  this  locality  and  the  saltworss  now  in 
proeress,  which,  if  correct,  must  prove  of  value. 

They  furthermore  state  that  a  schooner  is  now  within  the  inlet,  loaded  with  a 
cargo  of  turpentine,  awaiting  an  opportunity  to  evade  the  blockadet  and  piooeed 
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to  NtBHUi;  also  tiiat  fimr  compmnies  of  soldiers^  principallj  cavaliTf  are  engi^ed 
liQMboiit  in  the  protection  of  these  salt  mannfactories,  and  in  patrolling  the 
beaoh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnlly,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

"  JOHN  COLLINS,  Jr, 
Acting  Mizster,  Commanding. 
Rear-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgrbn, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron. 


D. 

BeporU  of  Acting  Matter  S.  B.  Gregory. 

United  States  Brig  Perry, 
OffMorrU  Islattd,  January  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  has  been  received,  asking  information  in 
regard  to  the  capture  and  hanging  of  a  colored  man  belonging  to  this  vessel  at 
Monill's  inlet 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  there  was  a  colored  man  captured  belong- 
ing to  tne  boat's  crew,  but  I  have  no  evidence  that  he  was  hung.    All  that  I 
have  heard  in  regard  to  him  was  a  rumor,  coming  from  the  United  States 
Ittamer  Nipeic,  that  he  was  hun^  immediately  after  capture. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  B.  GREGORY, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding. 
Betr-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgrbx, 

Commanding  S.  A.  B.  Squadron,  off' Morris  Island,  S»  C. 

P.  Sd— The  colored  man's  name  was  George  Brimsmaid. 


E. 

United  States  Brig  Perry, 
Off  Morris  Island,  S.  C,  December  30,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of 
the  29th  ultimo^  In  answer,  would  observe  that  my  report  on  the  loss  of  a  boat's 
crew  at  MurrilPs  inlet  contained  all  the  particulars  which  took  place  on  that 
occasion.  That  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  being  the  first  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  land,  I  sent  on  shore  a  flag  of  truce  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if 
■ny  of  my  men  were  killed,  and  if  so,  how  many ;  also  who  were  wounded  ; 
also  if  any  were  uninjured.  The  commander  of  the  forces  at  first  declined  to 
answer  the  questions,  but  did  send  me  word  that  my  son  and  Ensign  Anderson 
were  uninjured;  that  there  were  three  wounded,  one  mortally;  that  they 
would  be  tH'ated  as  well  as  their  own  soldiers ;  at  the  same  time  assuring  the 
o£5cer  in  charge  that  a  flag  of  truce  would  always  be  respected. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  B.  GREGORY, 
Acting  Master^  Commanding. 
Bear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlorbn, 

Com*dg  S.  A*  B.  Squadron,  FJag-St earner  Philadelphia. 


F. 

United  States  Brig  Perry, 
Off  Morris  Island,  January  4,  1864. 

Sir:  George  Brimsmaid,  captured  at  Murrill's  inlet,  was  a  colored  man 

24  N 
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belonging  to  New  London,  Connecticut ;  shipped  as  landsman  on  board  the 
North  Carolina,  September  24,  1863 ;  was  transferred  to  this  vessel  from  there 
October  29,  1863;  aged  twenty-three  years.  Had  been  interrogated  as  to 
whether  he  was  a  slave,  and  he  said  he  never  had  been  one.  He  had  no  arm? 
when  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  B.  GREGORY, 
Acting  Master,  Commanaing. 
Itcar-Admiral  John  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  S,  A.  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  George  Anderson, 

Washington,  October  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  of  December,  1863,  I  landed 
on  Maf^nolia  beach,  near  MurrelPs  inlet,  S.  C,  with  two  boats  and  22  men  from 
the  United  States  brig  Peny,  accompanied  by  Acting  Ensign  W.  B.  Arrants, 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  George  W.  Burkett,  and  Master's  Mate  John 
McDonald,  of  that  vessel. 

Before  leaving  the  ship,  we  received  verbal  orders  from  Acting  Master  Samuel 
B.  Gregory,  commanding  the  Perry,  to  take  with  us  George  Brimsmaid  (colored 
landsman,)  to  land  on  Magnolia  beach,  and  to  send  him  ahead  unarmed  as  a 
scout;  if  no  rebels  were  reported  in  the  vicinity,  to  proceed  across  to  Morrell's 
inlet,  leaving  the  boats  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  John  McDonald,  to 
set  fire  to  the  schooner  Cecilia,  of  Nassau,  N.  P.,  and  to  destroy  all  picket  sta- 
tions that  we  might  come  across.  We  were  further  instructed  to  signal  the 
Perry  in  case  we  were  attacked  by  the  enemy,  in  order  that  she  might  co-operate 
with  and  cover  us  by  her  guns.  After  landing  on  the  beach  and  forming  my 
men,  we  proceeded  to  some  high  drifts  within  sight  of  the  ship  and  boats  on  the 
beach,  where  I  posted  Landsman  Samuel  B.  Gregory,  jr.,  with  the  signal  flag,  and 
instructed  him  how  and  when  to  use  it.  We  then  started  for  the  schooner  in 
Murreirs  inlet,  and  had  only  proceeded  a  short  distance,  when  Gregory,  the 
signal  man,  was  discovered  running  towards  us,  crying  out  that  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry were  approaching  from  the  southward,  he  in  the  mean  time  having  made 
no  use  whatever  of  the  signal  flag.  I  took  the  flag  from  him  and  endeavored  to 
signal  the  ship,  but  before  I  could  do  so  we  were  charged  by  a  company  of 
CJivalry  and  forced  to  retreat  to  a  hummock  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the  sand-hills ; 
another  company  of  cavalry  at  the  same  time  made  an  unsuccessful  charge  npon 
tlic  boats.  U nfortunately,  the  brig  was  at  the  time  lying  head  on  t^  the  beach,  so 
that  her  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  bear.  On  being  attacked  in  the  rear  by 
the  company  which  had  charged  upon  the  boats,  I  deemed  it  expedient,  after 
a  brisk  resistance,  to  surrender. 

Our  loss  was  five  wounded — three  slightly :  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
George  W.  Burkett,  John  Reinhart,  cockswain,  Conrad  Horse,  seaman,  slightly, 
since  recovered ;  John  Pinkliam  and  James  Pobin,  seriously ;  John  Pinkham, 
after  our  surrender  still  lying  on  the  ground,  unable  to  rise  fjrom  the  effects  of 
his  wounds,  was  ordered  by  one  of  the  rebel  captains  to  get  up.  On  replying  that 
he  could  not,  the  captain  shot  him  with  his  revolver,  inflicting  a  wound  from 
which  he  died  a  short  time  after. 

The  enemy's  loss  was  one  killed  and  three  wounded,  in  addition  to  one  hem 
killed  and  one  wounded.  After  arriving  at  tlie  enemy's  camp  in  the  woods, 
George  Brimsmaid,  colored  landsman,  was  taken  from  our  party  by  two  of  the 
rebel  cavalrymen  and  a  man  in  citizen's  dress ;  one  of  the  rebels  was  seen  to 
strike  Brimsmaid  over  the  head  with  his  sabre.    As  they  were  taking  him  through 
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the  camp,  a  few  mintites  later,  we  heard  a  loud  jell,  and  immediatlj  after  the  re- 
port of  two  gnns.  The  two  rebels  who  took  Brimsmaid  soon  returned,  and 
stated  that  they  had  hung,  and  then  shot  him ;  this  fact  was  afterwards  affirmed 
to  OS  bj  several  officers  of  the  command,  which  consisted  of  two  companies  of 
the  5th  and  21st  Georgia  cavalry,  under  command  of  Captains  Harrison  and 
Bowers. 

Most  respectfullv,  &c., 

GEORGE  ANDERSON, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


liist  of  officets  and  men  captured  from  "United  States  brig  Perry  at  MurrelVs 

inlet,  South  Carolina,  December  5,  1863. 

Acting  Ensign  George  Anderson;  Acting  Ensign  "W.  B.  Arrants;  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  George  W.  Burkett;  Cockswain  John  P.  Reinhart ;  Cock- 
swain John  Pinkham,  dead,  Georgetown,  North  Carolina;  *  seaman,  Conrad 
Horse;  seaman,  William  Henderson,  dead,  Columbia,  North  Carolina,  July  10, 
1864;  •seaman,  Michael  Lawton;  ♦seaman,  James  Davis;  seaman,  Peter  Keefe, 
leg  amputated  May  28,  1864;  seaman,  Michael  Tobin,  dead,  Andersonville, 
Greorgia;  *  landsman,  William  McDowell;  *  landsman,  Samuel  B.  Gregory,  jr.; 
George  B.  Brimsmaid,  colored  landsman,  hung  at  Murrell's  inlet.  South  Carolina. 


*  Left  at  Richland  prison,  Columbia,  North  Carolina. 
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EASTERN   GULF   SQUADRON. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  SALT-WORKS  IN  ST.  ANDREW'S  SOL'NB,  FLORIDA,  &c. 

Reports  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  T,  "Bailey. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  gpratification  of  reporting  a  very  important  service  performed 
by  the  blockading  force  in  St.  Andrew's  sound,  under  the  command  of  Acting 
Master  William  R.  Browne,  in  destroying  a  very  extensive  and  valuable  quantity 
of  salt-works,  both  at  Lake  Ocola  and  St.  Andrew's  bay.  The  circumstances 
are  as  follows : 

On  December  2  a  boat  was  despatched  from  the  bark  Restless,  then  lying 
at  St.  Andrew's  sound,  to  Lake  Ocola,  some  twenty  miles  to  the  westward, 
where  Acting  Ensign  J.  J.  Russell  landed  with  his  men  and  marched  some  five 
miles  inland  to  Kent's  salt-works,  consisting  of  three  different  establishments, 
and  utterly  destroyed  them.  There  were  six  steamboat  boilers  at  this  place, 
cut  in  half  lengthwise,  and  seven  kettles,  made  expressly  for  the  purpose,  each 
holding  three  hundred  gallons.  They  were  in  the  practice  of  taming  oat  130 
bushels  of  salt  daily.  Besides  destroying  these  boilers,  a  large  quantity  of  salt 
was  thrown  into  the  lake.  Two  large  flatboats  and  six  ox  carts  were  demolished, 
and  seventeen  prisoners  were  taken,  who  were  paroled  and  released,  as  the  boat 
was  too  small  to  bring  them  away. 

On  the  10th  of  December  Acting  Ensign  Edwin  Oressy  airived  at  St. 
Andrew's  sound,  from  the  East  Pass  of  Santa  Rosa's  sound,  with  the  stern-wheel 
steamer  Bloomer  and  her  tender,  the  sloop  Caroline,  having  heard  of  the  expe- 
dition to  Lake  Ocola,  and  placed  his  command  at  the  disposal  of  Actine  Master 
Browne,  for  more  extensive  operations  near  St.  Andrew's.  Accordingly,  three 
officers  and  forty-eight  men  were  sent  from  the  Restless  to  the  Bloomer,  and  she 
proceeded  to  West  bay,  where  the  rebel  government's  salt-works  were  first  de- 
stroyed, which  produced  400  bushels  daily.  At  this  place  there  were  twenty- 
seven  buildings,  twenty-two  large  boilers,  and  some  200  kettles,  averaging  200 
gallons  each,  all  of  which  were  destroyed,  together  with  2,000  bushels  of  salt, 
and  some  storehouses  containing  three  months'  provisions.  The  whole  was  esti- 
mated at  half  a  million  dollars.  From  this  point  the  expedition  proceeded  down 
the  bay,  destroying  private  salt-works,  which  lined  each  side  ror  a  distance  of 
seven  miles,  to  the  number  of  one  himdred  and  ninety-eight  different  establish- 
nients,  averaging  two  boilers  and  two  kettles  each,  together  with  large  quanti- 
ties of  salt.  Five  hundred  and  seven  kettles  were  dug  up  and  rendered  useless, 
and  over  three  hundred  buildings  were  destroyed,  together  with  twenty-seven 
wagons  and  five  large  fiat-boats.  The  entire  damage  to  the  enemy  is  estimated 
by  Acting  Master  Browne  at  $3,000,000.  Thirty -one  contrabands,  employed  at 
these  works,  gladly  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to  escape,  and  were 
of  great  service  in  pointmg  out  the  places  where  the  kettles  were  buried  for  con- 
cealment. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  these  operations  were  going  on.  Acting  Master  Browne 
got  under  way  in  the  bark  Restless,  and  ran  up  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of 
the  town  of  St.  Andrew's,  which  had  been  reported  to  him  by  deserters  as  being 
occupied  only  by  a  military  force  for  the  last  ten  months,  and  commenoed  shelt 
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ing  the  place  and  some  eoldiery,  who  made  a  speedy  retreat  to  the  woods. 
Selecting  the  weathermost  houses  for  a  target,  the  town  was  fired  hy  the  third 
shell,  and  thirty-two  hoUses  were  soon  reduced  to  ashes.  No  resistance  was 
offered  to  our  people  throughout  the  affair. 

Acting  Master  Browne  speaks  in  high  terms  of  Acting  Ensign  James  J.  Hus-- 
sell  and  Charles  N.  Hicks  and  the  forty-eight  men  from  the  Restless,  as  also  of 
Acting  £nsign  Edwin  Cressy  and  the  six  men  belonging  to  the  Bloon^er,  for 
the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  his  orders. 
Respectfully, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  Eastern  Squadron 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  January  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  to  the  department  that  the  promise 
made  by  Acting  Master  William  R.  Browne,  commanding  bark  Restless,  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  last  report  concerning  the  destruction  of  extensive  salt-works 
in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Andrew's  bay — namely,  that  he  would  complete  the  work 
80  handsomely  begun — appears  to  have  been  kept.  He  reports  that  he  went  on 
board  the  stern-wheel  steamer  Bloomer,  with  two  officers  and  forty-seven  men 
belonging  to  the  Restless,  and  proceeded  up  the  bay  against  very  unfavorable 
circumstances,  of  darkness,  wind  and  tide,  some  ten  miles  above  St.  Andrew's, 
where  his  force  was  landed,  and  destroyed  some  90  additional  salt-works, 
together  with  all  the  boilers,  kettles  and  buildings  attached  to  them ;  whereupon 
the  enemy  commenced  the  destruction  of  some  200  more,  which  were  in  advance 
of  our  party,  and  thus  saved  us  from  all  further  trouble,  except  skirting  along 
the  bay  for  the  distance  of  15  miles,  to  make  sure  that  the  work  of  destruction 
had  been  well  performed  by  them.  Deserters  from  Captains  Anderson's  and 
Bobinsou's  companies  reported  subsequently  that  both  officers  and  men  had 
broken  up  and  gone  home,  as  the  destruction  of  the  salt-works,  which  they 
were  ordered  to  guard,  had  been  so  complete ;  and  six  of  them  have  enlisted  in 
the  navy,  after  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Acting  Master  Browne  again  speaks  in  terms  of  commendation  of  the  officers 
and  men  engaged  in  this  service,  including  Acting  Ensign  Cressy  and  the  five 
men  composing  the  crew  of  the  steamer  Bloomer. 
Respectfully, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  E.  O.  B,  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  January  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report — more,  however,  as  an  evidence  of  the 
zeal  and  efficiency  manifest^  by  this  sauadron,  than  on  account  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  achievement — that  some  salt-works  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Joseph's 
bay  have  been  destroyed  by  the  bark  Pursuit,  under  the  command  of  Acting 
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Volunteer  Lieutenant  Randall.     One  establishment,  consisthi^  of  six  kettles,  of 
150  gallons  each,  and  another  consisting  of  three  boilers  set  in  masonry,  togethw 
with  all  the  buildings  and  apparatus  attached,  are  reported  as  haying  been  en- 
tirely demolished,  and  rendered  useless  to  the  enemy. 
Respectfully, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  CorrCdg  E.  O,  B,  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


DESTRUCTION  OF  BLOCKADE  RUNNERS. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey. 

UxMTED  States  Flag-Ship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  a 
very  important  service  performed  by  the  schooner  Fox,  a  tender  of  the  San  Ja- 
cinto, under  the  command  of  Acting  Master  George  Ashbury.  The  circum- 
stances are  as  follows : 

On  the  20th  of  December  a  steamer  was  discovered  in  the  mouth  of  the  Su- 
wanee  river,  apparently  at  anchor  or  aground.  The  Fox  immediately  beat  up 
towards  her,  until,  when  within  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  steamer,  she 
grounded  in  eight  and  a  half  feet  of  water,  and  opened  fire  upon  her  with  the  h6w- 
itzers,  at  the  same  time  sending  an  armed  boat  in  to  capture  the  steamer.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  intimidate  our  people,  by  mounting  a  piece  of  stove-pipe  on 
a  chair  to  represent  a  forecastle  gun,  and  a  log  of  wood  on  a  camp  stool  for  a 
stern  gun ;  but  this  device  of  the  enemy  failed  in  its  object,  and  Acting  JCnaign 
Marcellus  Jackson  boarded  the  steamer,  from  which  everybody  had  made  their 
ebcape  to  the  shore. 

8he  proved  to  be  a  side-wheel  steamer,  painted  lead-color,  with  black  smoke- 
stack, two  masts,  and  a  walking-beam  engine.  Neither  cargo,  personal  effects, 
papers,  nor  anytliing  to  indicate  her  name,  were  found  on  board  ;  but  from  the 
description,  she  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  Little  Lily,  formerly  the  Nan-Nan, 
and  before  that  the  Flushing.  The  water  was  found  running  rapidly  iuto  the 
engine-room.  None  of  our  people  were  competent  to  stop  the  leak,  or  work  the 
engine.  The  channel  was  exceedingly  intricate  and  narrow,  and  night  was 
rapidly  coming  on.  Under  these  circumstances,  Acting  Ensign  Jackson  eet  fire 
to  the  vessel,  agrec^ably  to  orders  from  Acting  Master  Ashbury,  and,  in  return- 
ing to  the  Fox,  pulled  up  all  the  stakes  by  which  the  channel  was  marked  out, 
for  about  IJ  mile.  ♦♦♦#♦•  • 

Again,  on  December  24,  a  vessel  was  discovered  by  the  Fox  standing  in 
for  tlie  Suwanec  river,  and  after  a  chase  of  two  hours,  and  ,  the  firing  of  several 
shell,  she  was  hove  to.  Being  ordered  by  Mr.  Ashbury  to  send  a  boat  on  board, 
the  stranger  put  his  helm  up,  with  the  evident  intention  of  running  the  Fox 
down,  and  came  down  upon  the  starboard  quarter,  carrying  away  the  boat  da- 
vits, but  doing  little  other  damage,  as  the  Fox  was  immediately  kept  away. 
While  his  vessel  was  paying  off,  Mr.  Ashbury  directed  a  rifle  shot  to  be  fired 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidation,  but  a  heavy  sea  was  running  at  the  time,  and 
the  bullet  took  effect  on  the  captiiin  of  the  strange  vessel,  who  was  at  the 
wheel,  passing  through  his  leg,  but  without  touching  an  artery.  The  vessel  was 
then  boarded,  and  proved  to  be  the  British  schooner  Edwin,  from  Havana, 
bound  to  the  Su  wanee  river,  with  a  cargo  of  lead  and  salt,  and  was  accordingly 
seized  as  a  prize. 
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In  addition  to  these  achievements,  I  would  remind  the  department  that  the 
Fox  was  one  of  the  three  tenders  which  assisted  the  Honduras  in  capturing  the 
British  steamer  Mail. 
Respectfully, 

THE0D0RU8  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiralf  Com^dg  E,  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDEox  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  T,  Bailey, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Dale, 

Key  West,  February  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  communication  dated  December  28,  1863,  (numbered 
392,)  I  have  to  inform  the  department  that  the  steamer,  the  destruction  of  which 
by  the  United  States  schooner  Fox  is  therein  detailed,  was  the  Powerful,  and 
not  the  Nan-Nau,  (or  Little  Lily,)  as  I  had  surmised. 

lieutenant  Commander  McDougal  has  since  visited  the  wreck  and  destroyed 
the  machinery,  which  the  rebels  were  preparing  to  take  away. 

I  trust  that  the  department  will  see  fit  to  notice  by  promotion  the  service  per- 
formed by  Acting  Master  Ashbury  in  destroying  the  steamer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Comynanding  E,  G,  B,  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ARMY  AND  NAVY  MOVE^fENTS  IN  SOUTHERN  FLORIDA. 

Rejyort  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  T,  Bailey, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Dale, 

Key  West,  December  17,  1863. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Brigadier  General  D.  P.  Woodbury,  commanding  dis- 
trict of  Key  West,  &c.,  I  have  this  day  detached  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Henry  A.  Crane  from  duty  on  board  the  sloop  (tender)  Rosalie,  and  ordered 
him  to  report  to  General  Woodbury,  for  such  temporary  duty,  connected  with 
the  army,  as  he  may  be  pleased  to  direct.  The  general  commanding  this  dis- 
trict is  orjjanizing  a  company  of  refugee  rangers,  to  co-operate  with  some  of  the 
troops  under  his  command,  in  preventing  the  supplies  of  cattle  from  being  sent 
to  the  rebel  army  from  the  region  about  Tampa,  amounting  to  some  1,500  or 
2,000  a  week ;  and  it  is  thought  that  Mr.  Crane's  experience  in  military  matters 
will  be  of  great  service  on  the  expedition,  and  that  his  popularity  among  the 
Union  men  and  dii»gusted  rebels  of  Florida  will  secure  many  recruits.  General 
Woodbury  propose.-*,  in  case  these  anticipations  are  justified,  to  appoint  Mr. 
Crane  the  ciiptain  of  this  company  of  refugee  rangers,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  War  Depjirtment. 

Mr.  Crane  has  already  rendered  valuable  services  to  us  in  various  expeditloA3 
against  the  enemy,  and  has  been  commended  for  zeal,  skill,  and  bravery  in  actioA. 
Respectfully, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  E.  G,  B.  Squadron,. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
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Additional  reports  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  T.  Bailey. 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Dale, 

Key  West,  January  6»  1864. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  (No.  385)  of  December  17,  I  have  to  report  Uta^ 
(Brigadier  General  Woodbury  having  completed  his  arrangements  for  going  np 
the  coast  with  a  view  to  preventing  any  further  supply  of  cattle  to  the  rebel 
army  fit)m  southern  Florida)  the  steamer  Honduras  was,  at  his  reqnesty  placed 
at  his  disposal,  to  convey  and  assist  the  expedition.  General  Woodbury  went 
in  the  Honduras,  to  direct  the  operations  in  person ;  one  company  of  the  47th  regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  volunteers  accompanied  him  in  the  quartermaster's  Bcbooner 
Matchless,  and  more  than  thirty  of  the  refugee  rangers  had  already  preceded  him 
to  Charlotte's  harbor,  where  large  numbers  of  recruits  were  confidently  expected 
to  join  them  from  the  main  land. 

The  general  left  yesterday,  and  will  establish  his  force  at  Fort  Myers,  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Chattahoochee  river,  for  the  present.  Should 
his  expectation  of  the  re-enforcements  likely  to  join  him  from  the  surroundinff 
country  prove  correct,  he  will  be  able  to  push  his  operations  on  to  Tampa»  and 
occupy  that  place. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Honduras  and  other  vessels  on  the  blockade  have  or- 
ders to  assist  and  co-operate  with  this  expectation,  to  the  extent  of  their  ability, 
and  I  am  prepared  to  render  snch  assistance  as  may  be  needed. 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  E,  G.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  January  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  my  letter  (No.  9)  of  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the  expedition 
to  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte's  harbor,  under  the  personal  direction  of  Brigadier 
General  Woodbury,  I  have  to  report  the  return  of  the  Honduras,  with  the  gene- 
ral on  board,  after  having  established  a  military  post  at  Fort  Myers,  on  the  Chat- 
tahoochee river.  As  yet,  however,  the  expectation  of  receiving  recruits  for  the 
refugee  rangers  from  the  surrounding  country  has  not  been  justified  by  the 
event,  for  not  only  had  a  month  passed,  at  our  latest  advices,  without  any  acces- 
sion to  their  force,  but  six  of  those  already  enlisted  had  deserted  to  the  enemy, 
and  had  combined  with  thom  to  attack  our  men.  In  spite  of  these  circumstances, 
which  occurred  before  the  general  arrived  there  with  a  company  of  the  47th 
regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  defection 
appears  to  have  been  arranged  among  tlie  deserters,  before  leaving  this  place, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  our  hopes  of  rousing  the  country  to  violent  opposi- 
tion against  the  burden  and  oppression  of  rebel  rule  are  wholly  unreasonable ; 
but  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  disaffected  population  of  that  region 
will  require  the  support  of  a  much  larger  force  than  can  possibly  be  spared  nom 
here  in  order  to  induce  them  to  incur  the  risk  of  joining  us  in  sufficient  num- 
bers to  produce  any  important  results.  From  three  to  five  thousand  men,  em- 
barked in  steamers  of  light  draught,  would  undoubtedly  insure  to  us  the  possee- 
sion  of  the  whole  peninsula;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  project  wUl  be  thoroughly 
tested  with  the  means  at  our  disposal. 
Respectfully, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rcar-Admiralf  Com^dg  E.  G.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  BEBEL  STEAMER  NAN-NAN. 

United  States  Steamer  Nita, 
Cedar  Keys,  Florida^  February  26,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Fehru- 
Bxj  24,  while  at  anchor  oflF  tne  West  Pass  of  the  Suwanee  river,  I  discov- 
ered a  steamer  in  the  East  Pass  hound  out.  I  immediately  started  in  pursuit, 
going  around  the  intervening  shoals  with  the  ship  and  sending  hoth  my  hoats 
acxx)88.  In  the  excitement  she  got  ashore,  and  threw  overboard  about  sixty 
bales  of  cotton  to  lighten  her.  The  tide  was  ebbing,  and  seeing  escape  impos- 
sible, the  officers  and  crew  abandoned  her  at  7.20  a.  m.  At  7.25  I  perceived 
that  she  was  on  fire,  and  in  five  minutes  she  was  one  solid  sheet  of  flame  from 
bow  to  stem. 

At  8  a.  m.  the  boats  arrived  alongside  her,  but  could  not  hoard  on  account  of 
the  intense  heat.  About  the  same  time  I  anchored  in  5^  feet  water  and 
recalled  the  boats  and  commenced  collecting  the  floating  cotton.  At  1  p.  m.  a 
boat  from  the  Sagamore  arrived  alongside,  and  the  officer  in  charge  offered 
assistance.  Considering  the  cotton  all  safe,  being  nearly  all  rafted  together  and 
anchored,  and  having  anchored  the  steamer,  I  did  not  accept  his  offer. 

I  waited  only  for  the  ebb  tide  to  tow  the  cotton  alongside.  At  5.45  p.  m.  the 
boats  arrived  alongside  with  the  cotton.  At  7.30  p.  m.  it  was  all  on  board  and 
stowed.  I  am  informed  by  a  refugee  that  the  steamer  destroyed  was  the  Nan- 
Nan,  and  that  she  was  commanded  by  William  (alias  Barney)  Pennington. 

She  came  down  to  the  West  Pass  three  times,  but  finding  it  closely  blockaded 
she  returned,  and  finally  concluded  to  attempt  the  East  Pass.  On  the  22d  I 
saw  her  come  down  within  about  two  miles  or  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  after 
watching  us  for  a  few  hours  she  returned  again.  She  was  armed  with  a  six- 
pounder  field-piece  and  plenty  of  ammunition ;  a  quantity  of  canister  and  shot 
was  visible  in  the  bottom  of  the  vessel.     I  send  you  one  of  the  canister. 

The  barrels  and  rammers  of  a  quantity  of  muskets  were  also  taken  from  the 
wreck.  I  am  informed  that  she  fired  on  the  United  States  schooner  Sea  Bird 
a  short  time  since. 

She  was  a  side-wheel,  walking-beam  iron  steamer,  with  two  masts,  two  flag- 
stafis,  and  one  smoke-stack,  and  her  engine  is  marked  *' Morgan  Iron  Works, 
New  York,  1860."  •♦         •  #•#•#•• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  SMITH, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding, 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

Commanding  E.  O,  B.  Squadron. 


DESTRUCTION  OE  SALT- WORKS  NEAR  ST.  MARK'S,  FLORIDA. 
Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  T.  Bailey, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Dale, 

Key  West,  March  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  expeditions  have  recently  been 
fitted  out  from  the  Tahoma  for  the  destruction  of  extensive  salt-works,  the 
property  of  the  rebel  government,  in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Mark's,  Florida. 

The  first  expedition  left  the  ship  on  the  morning  of  February  17,  in  two 
detachments — one  under  command  of  Acting  Master  £.  C.  Weeks,  and  the 
other  in  charge  of  Acting  JBnsign  J.  G.  Koehler.    The  salt-works  being  some 
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seven  miles  in.  extent,  the  first  detachment  commenced  at  one  end  of  the  line, 
the  other  at  the  other.  A  day  and  a  night  of  unremitting  lahor  were  apent  in 
the  work  of  destruction,  when  the  expedition  returned  safely  to  the  vessel, 
having  marched  through  swamps  and  dense  woods  a  distance  of  forty-five 
miles,  and  successfully  accomplished  the  ohject  of  the  undertaking. 

On  the  27th,  a  week  later,  a  second  expedition  was  planned  and  carried 
tlirough  with  equal  success,  the  object  bemg  to  destroy  some  government  work^ 
at  Goose  creek,  some  ten  miles  distant.  The  party  was  in  ibis  case  al^  in 
charge  of  Acting  Master  Weeks,  and  the  works  to  be  destroyed  were  under 
the  protection  of  a  rebel  cavalry  company,  whose  pickets  the  expedition  suc- 
ceeded in  eluding.  Twelve  prisoners  were  brought  off — one  the  captain  of  an 
infantry  company,  raised  for  coast  service. 

The  works  destroyed  by  these  two  expeditions  produced  for  the  confederates 
twenty-four  hundred  bushels  of  salt  per  diem.     I  enclose  herewith  Lieutenant 
Harmony's  list,  forwarded  to  me,  of  the  articles  captured  and  destroyed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  CorrCdg,  E.  G.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

List  of  government  property  destroyed  and  captured,  belonging  to  ike  rehe 
governinent,  by  boat's  crew  and  refugees,  on  February  17,  18,  and  19,  1864 

390  salt  kettles,  average  capacity  100  gallons ;  52  sheet-iron  boilers,  average 
capacity  900  gallons ;  170  furnaces,  made  of  bricks  and  stone ;  150  pumptf, 
well  and  aqueduct;  55  storehouses,  used  for  storage,  salt,  &c.;  165  nouses 
and  shanties ;  60  sheds  and  stables ;  6,000  bushels  of  salt  in  barrel ;  a  large 
number  of  axes,  shovels,  and  hoes ;  1  carpenter's  shop,  with  tools,  &c ;  1  fish- 
ing-house ;  600  bushels  of  corn ;  350  cords  of  wood. 

Captured:  5  large  wagons  ;  18  mules  and  sets  of  harness ;  2,500  poands  of 
bacon;  2  fine  horses,  saddles,  and  bridles;  about  1,000  head  of  cattle;  and 
one  prisoner,  G.  II.  Paul,  government  agent. 

All  the  articles  captured  I  gave  to  the  refugees,  as  they  were  of  no  nae  to  ns. 
The  estimated  value  of  the  above  property  to  the  rebels  cannot  be  leas  than 
$2,000,000;  that  is  the  value  put  upon  it  by  the  most  intelligent  refugees. 

List  of  articles  and  property  destroyed  on  Goose  creek  by  boats*  crews  from  tkt 
United  States  steamer  Tahoma,  February  26  and  27,  1S64. 

2,000  bushels  salt,  in  barrels  and  bins ;  3  com  cribs,  containing  about  1,000 
bushels ;  large  quantity  of  hay  and  fodder ;  blacksmith's  shop  and  tools  ;  car- 
])enter's  shop  and  tools ;  about  one  hundred  store  and  other  houses,  stables, 
&;c.;  165  kettles  and  pans,  average  Ccipacity  100  gallons;  43  large  boilers,  of 
about  800  gallons  capacity  each  ;  98  well-constructed  brick  furnaces ;  9  wagons 
aud  carts  ;  20  sets  mule  harness. 


EXrEDinON   AGAINST   SALT-WORKS  ON  WEST  BAY. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  T,  Bailey, 

TJiNiTED  States  Flag-Ship  Dalb, 

Key  West,  March  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  W.  R.  Browne,  giving  the  details  of  two  expeditious  lately  tent  6om 


EEPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY.       379 

the  United  States  bark  Restless,  to  destroy  certain  newly-erected  salt-works» 
the  property,  as  he  states,  of  the  rebel  government.     The  object  of  the  expe- 
ditions was,  in  each  instance,  successfolly  accomplished. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admitalf  Com'dg  E.  G,  B,  Squadron* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  TT.  R,  Brotme. 

United  States  Bark  Restless, 
St.  Andreiv's  Bay,  Florida^  February  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

Learning  that  the  rebels  had  erected  new  government  salt-works  on  West 
Bay,  on  the  eite  of  the  old  salt-works,  destroyed  by  us  in  December,  and  that 
they  had  a  force  of  fifty,  armed  and  stationed  there  for  protection,  I  fitted 
out  the  first  cutter,  manned  with  thirteen  men,  under  charge  of  Acting  En- 
sign James  J.  Russel,  with  orders  to  proceed  up  the  gulf  coast  twenty  mttes 
and  march  inland  seven  miles  to  the  salt-works  and  attack  them  in  the  rear, 
while  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason,  with  ten  men,  in  command  of  the  second 
cutter,  would  proceed  by  the  ingide  passage  and  attack  them  in  the  front  at  the 
8ame  time. 

The  expedition  was  entirely  successful,  the  works  being  abandoned  upon  the 
appearance  of  our  men.  Messrs.  Russell's  and  Eason's  paities  joined  at  the  ap- 
pointed time  and  immediately  proceeded  in  the  destruction  of  everything  con- 
nected with  the  manufactories,  consisting  of  twenty- six  sheet-iron  boilers,  aver- 
aging 881  gallons,  and  nineteen  kettles,  averaging  200  gallons,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  26,706  gallons,  which  cost  in  Montgomery  $5  50  per  gallon.  These 
boilertf  and  kettles  were  cut  up  or  broken  to  pieces.  Some  600  bushels  of  salt 
were  thrown  into  the  bay,  all  the  chimneys  and  furnaces  hauled  down,  and 
everything  rendered  completely  useless  for  further  operations. 

Seven  slaves  fled  to  us  for  protection,  and  assisted  in  the  destruction  of  this 
establishment,  which  had  only  been  in  operation  ten  days. 

This  work  covered  a  space  of  half  a  square  mile,  the  boilers  and  kettles 
alone  co^^tiug  $116,880. 

Our  party  returned  to  the  ship  next  day,  bringing  seven  contrabands  and  six 
Bhot  guns. 

You  will  please  find  enclosed  a  drawiug  of  the  boilers  and  kettles. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  U,  BROWNE, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodori.s  Bailey, 

Commanding  E,  G.  B,  Squadron, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Master  W,  R,  Browne. 

United  States  Bark  Restless, 
St,  Andrew*s  Bay,  Florida,  February  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report : 
Having  gained  information  that  a  large  barge  would  leave  the  Wetappo  river 
on  or  about  the  18th  instant  for  East  bay,  wiUi  all  the  material  on  boaid  neces- 
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Bary  for  erecting  a  large  salt-work,  and  on  her  return  intending  to  bring  back  a 
cargo  of  salt,  (her  capacity  1,500  bushels,)  I  fitted  out  the  second  cutter  with 
eleven  men,  under  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason,  and  gig  with  seven 
men,  under  charge  of  Master's  Mate  F.  Grant,  to  effect  her  capture  on  her  pas- 
sage down,  and  with  orders,  if  after  waiting  five  days  and  not  seeing  the  barge, 
to  land  and  destroy  all  the  salt-works  in  the  vicinity. 

According  to  my  instructions,  the  boats  left  the  ship  at  8  p.  m^  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  proceeded  to  a  bayou  on  the  southwest  side  of  East  bay,  Belected  as 
a  place  of  ambush,  and  which  the  barge  must  necessarily  pass.  After  lying  in 
wait  the  appointed  time  and  seeing  no  appearance  of  the  barge,  the  men  were 
landed  and  destroyed  all  the  works  at  hand,  fifteen  in  number,  among  which 
were  some  of  the  largest  government  salt-works  ever  erected  in  Florida,  the 
whole  of  which  were  successfully  destroyed,  consistine  of  five  large  steamboat 
boilers  and  twenty-three  kettles,  together  with  sixteen  loff  houses,  one  flat-boat, 
a  large  quantity  of  salt,  vats,  tanks,  and  other  materials  connected  with  the 
manufacture  of  this  article.  After  destroying  the  above  they  returned  to  the 
ship,  bringing  with  them  six  contrabands  found  at  this  place. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  R.  BROWNE, 
Acting  Master,  Comnuindutg. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  E,  G.  B.  Squadron,  Key  West,  Florida, 


EXPEDITIONS  TO  HARASS  THE  ENEMY. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  T.  Bailey. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  San  Jacinto, 

Key  West,  April  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  R.  Browne,  commanding  the  bark 
Restless,  at  St.  Andrew's  sound,  reports  the  result  of  two  more  expeditions 
made  under  his  orders  to  harras  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity. 

The  first  consisted  of  eight  refugees  in  a  dug-out  canoe,  who  ascended  the 
Wetappo  river,  some  twenty  miles,  to  White  Bluffs,  and  there  destroyed  about 
two  thousand  bushels  of  salt,  brought  away  the  sacks,  and  captured  a  barge 
thirty-six  feet  long,  eleven  feet  beam,  and  three  feet  deep,  sloop-rigged  and 
decked,  which  he  is  fitting  up  with  a  howitzer  for  further  operations.  A  heavy 
rain  had  fortunately  driven  the  cavalry  guard  away  from  the  place  for  shelter, 
so  that  no  resistance  was  offered.     Twenty-three  refugees  were  Drought  off. 

The  other  expedition  consisted  of  twenty-two  men  in  the  boats  of  the  Restless, 
who  proceeded  up  East  bay  during  another  heavv  rain-storm,  which  had  again 
sent  the  guard  to  look  for  shelter.  They  succeeded  in  destroying  two  govern- 
ment salt-works  with  three  hundred  bushels  of  salt,  and  about  the  same  quan- 
tity of  com  and  meal,  without  opposition,  and  brought  off  one  contraband. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Browne  reports  that  there  are  five  companiee  of 
rebel  troops  in  that  vicinity  to  guard  the  salt-works,  and  that  these  works  aie 
rebuilt  as  fast  as  he  destroys  them. 
Respectfully, 

THEODORUS  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Com'dg  E.  O.  B.  S^iuidrom. 

Uon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Captain  T.  P.  Crreene, 

Hbadquarters  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  Information  has  been  received  at  these  headquarters  of  a  series  of  suc- 
cessful boat  expeditions  from  the  United  States  bark  J.  L.  Davis,  Acting  Mas- 
ter W.  N.  Griswold  commanding,  on  the  station  at  Tampa  Bay. 

The  first  was  made  on  the  11th  of  July,  and  resulted  in  the  destruction  of 
some  salt-works  belonging  to  strong  secessionists  of  Tampa,  Messrs.  Hajgood  & 
Carter.  Thej  had  been  employed  by  the  rebel  authorities  for  some  time,  and 
were  fitted  with  pumps,  vats,  and  eight  boilers,  and  produced  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  bushels  of  salt  per  day. 

The  second  was  made  on  the  sixteenth  ultimo  to  the  factory  of  another  strong 
rebel  namedl^cCloud,  containing  four  boilers,  with  all  the  appliances,  tools,  &c., 
necessary  for  the  business,  all  of  which  were  destroyed. 

The  third  expedition  was  made  on  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  of  August  by  the 
tender  schooner  Stonewall,  attached  to  the  J.  L.  Davis,  and  commanded  by 
Acting  Master  Henry  B.  Garter,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Davis,  with  his 
gig's  crew  of  six  men,  accompanying.  Proceeding  up  the  Manitee  river  to  the 
town  of  the  same  name,  a  large  saw  and  grist  mill,  with  its  steam  engine  and 
fixtures,  was  completely  destroyed.  Learning  here  that  about  three  miles  up 
the  river  was  a  sugar-mill  belonging  to  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Richmond,  the  party 
ascended  the  river  and  found  an  establishment  which  made  last  year  over  fifteen 
hundred  hogsheadd  of  sugar,  of  which  two-thirds  was  sold  to  the  rebel  commis- 
sary department.  After  breaking  as  much  of  the  machinery  as  was  possible 
with  the  force  at  hand,  loaded  shells  were  placed  in  various  parts  of  the  engine, 
and  the  building  fired.  The  shells  exploded  and  the  factory  was  burned  to 
the  ground. 

These  expeditions,  without  loss  of  life  or  limb,  show  a  very  commendable 
spirit  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  men.    Mr.  Griswold  particularly  commends 
the  conduct  of  Acting  Master  Carter  as  highly  creditable  and  pleasing. 
Itespectfully, 

THEO.  P.  GREENE, 
Captain,  ConCdg  Most  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


EXPEDITION  TO  CAPTURE  LOTTED  STATES  STEAMER  ADELA  FRUSTRATED. 

CAPTURE  OF  REBEL  NAVY  MATERIALS,  &c. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  T.  Bailey. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Dale, 

Key  West,  May  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  copies  of  reports  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
W.  Budd,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Somerset,  detailing  the  par- 
ticulars of  an  expedition  by  which  he  succeeded  in  completely  thwarting  the 
designs  of  an  armed  force  of  the  enemy,  led  by  officers  of  the  rebel  navy,  who 
bad  made  every  preparation  to  attempt  the  capture  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Adela,  but  who  were  altogether  forestalled  by  the  action  of  Captain  Budd,  which 
turned  the  tables  upon  them,  capturing  their  boats,  rifles,  cutlasses,  ammunition, 
grappling  irons,  medicines,  signal  flags,  haversacks,  and  six  of  their  seven  boats, 
together  with  seven  prisoners:  Andrew  McCormick,  sergeant,  Napolean  Terry 
and  Louis  Gay,  privates,  company  F,  Bonneau's  battalion ;  Joseph  Sire,  captain 


o 


82       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY. 


after-^ard,  rebel  steamer  Ghattahoochie  ;  Thomas  McLeaiit  Anthony  Momj, 
and  James  Anderson,  citizens  of  Apalachicola  and  scoats  for  party. 

I  send  these  prisoners  north  by  the  Bermuda  to  be  delivered  to  the  command- 
ant of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia.  I  enclose  also  certain  papers,  the 
property  of  Passed  Midshipman  S.  C.  Blane,  rebel  navy.  One  of  them,  a  com- 
munication from  the  rebel  Secretary  Mallory,  shows  that  they  have  adopted  our 
system  of  drafting  men  from  the  army  into  the  navy.  * 

Very  respectfully, 

THEODORUg  BAILEY, 
Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Cofn*dg  E.  G,  B.  Squadnm, 
Hon  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Acting  Lieutenant  William  Budd, 

United  States  Steamer  Sombrsbt, 
West  Pass,  iSt,  George's  Sound,  May  16, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  on  the  night  of  the  12th  instant  I 
sent  the  light-draught  boats  of  this  vessel  and  of  the  United  States  schooner 
Chambers  to  land  a  detachment  of  troops  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hunter, 
110th  New  York  volunteers,  a  few  miles  below  the  town  of  Apalachicola.  Af- 
ter landing  the  troops  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boats  (Acting  Ensign  E.  H. 
Smith)  was  instructed  to  proceed  slowly  along  shore,  so  as  to  be  in  commoniea- 
tion  with  them  during  their  march  and  approach  to  the  town,  in  the  rear  of  which 
the  whole  force  was  to  arrive  at  daybreak.  Taking  two  launches  from  this  ship, 
I  arrived  in  front  of  the  place  about  the  same  time,  and  discovered  a  force  of 
about  seventy  or  eighty  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  embark  in  boats  from  the 
upper  end  of  the  wharves.  The  rapid  approach  of  the  first  launtli  caased  them 
to  abandon  that  project  and  retreat  through  the  town,  which  movement  wai 
hastened  by  a  couple  of  shells  from  our  howitzer.  Tliey  passed  within  a  short 
distiince  of  a  portion  of  our  troops  under  Lieutenant  Hunter,  who  unfortunately 
thought  that  they  were  part  of  his  command,  and  permitted  them  to  gain  and 
escape  by  the  up-river  road  without  molestation.  We  followed  them  about  two 
miles,  but  the  di^isity  of  the  undergrowth  and  number  of  paths  leading  through 
the  woods  in  all  directions  rendering  any  further  pursuit  unwise  and  futile,  we 
returned  to  the  boats. 

Ascertaining  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  expedition  (George  W.  Gift, 
lieutenant  Confederate  States  navyj  was  on  the  sound  with  about  thirty  men, 
I  despatched  my  boiits  and  troops  after  him,  but  the  swiftness  of  his  boat  and 
the  approach  of  night  enabled  him  to  escape,  having  been  chased  by  our  first 
launch,  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  C.  H.  Brantingham,  who  captured  one 
of  his  small  boats  and  three  of  his  party.  The  forces  of  the  enemy  consisted 
of  about  one  hundred  men,  commanded  by  the  following  officers : 

Lieutenant  Commanding  George  W.  Gift,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  S.  P.  Blane,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Passed  ^lidshipman  H.  L.  Vaughn,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  G.  W.  Spjirks,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  W.  S.  Hogue,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Passed  Midshipman  G.  T.  Scharf,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Assistant  l^aymaster  M.  T.  Sothern,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Assistant  Surgeon  M.  Ford,  Confederate  States  navy. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  L.  Campbell,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  D.  Blane,  Confederate  States  navy. 

Master's  Mate  G.  Frazer,  Confederate  States  navy. 
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Yohmteera  on  the  expedition :  Colonel  D.  P.  Holland,  aid  to  the  governor  of 
^orida ;  Surgeon  Cherry,  first  Georgia  regulars ;  A.  G.  Sparks,  signal  officer; 
md  Cmptaiu  Blunt,  Bonneau's  officer. 

Their  object  was  the  capture  of  the  United  States  steamer  Adela,  intendiug, 

D  the  event  of  being  successful,  to  carry  her  iuto  Mobile  or  bum  her.     Their 

KMits  were  fitted  completely  with  muffied  oars,  paddles,  grapnels,  and  incen- 

liary  materials,  and  they  had  been  lurking  in  the  vicinity  of  the  United  States 

teamer  Adela  for  a  day  or  two  previous  to  their  dispersion  by  the  force  under 

ny  command.     We  captured  six  of  their  boats,  (all  they  had  except  one,)  four 

irisoners,  a  quantity  of  small  arms,  (rifles,  cutlasses,  &c.,)  one  thousand  rounds 

ammunition,  all  their  compasses,  signal  flags,  blankets,  haversacks,  medical 

res,  &c.     They  abandoned  everything  and  ran  like  sheep,  without  firing  a 

>t.     Had  it  not  been  for  the  unfortunate  mistake  of  the  officer  in  command  of 

mr  troops,  we  should  have  captured  or  destroyed  the  entire  force. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BUDD, 
Acting  Vol,  Lieut.,  ConCdg  U.  S.  Steamer  Somerset. 
Acting  Rear-Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  JE.  G,  B.  Squadron, 


List  of  prisoners  captured, 

« 

Andrew  ^fcCormick,  sergeant,  company  F,  Rouneau's  battalion ;  Napoleon 
Perry,  private,  company  F,  Bonneau's  battalion ;  Louis  Gay,  private,  company 
f*.  Bonneau's  battalion ;  Joseph  Sire,  Captain  A.  Guard,  Confederate  States 
amer  Chattahoochie. 

'Fhe  last  named  of  the  above  evidently  intended  to  desert,  and  lingered  be- 
rfaid  for  us  to  capture  him.  The  boats  (having  first  appraised  them)  and  medi- 
al stores  I  have  turned  over  to  the  officer  in  command  of  the  United  States 
roops  on  St.  Vincent'^,  and  have  taken  his  receipt  for  the  same.  The  balance 
t  the  captured  articles  have  been  put  into  the  different  departments  of  this 
Up  for  use  and  issue.  I  enclose  diary  of  Passed  Midshipman  S.  P.  Blane, 
/onfederate  States  navy,  (who  was  second  in  command,)  and  other  papers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BUDD, 
Acting  Vol,  Lieut,,  Com^dg  U,  S,  Steamer  Somerset, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W,  Budd, 

United  States  Steamer  Somerset, 
West  Pass,  St,  George's  Sound,  May  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  send  down  by  the  United  States  steamer  Honduras,  as  prisoners, 
Thomas  McLean,  Anthony  Murray,  and  James  Anderson,  citizens  of  Apala- 
faicola.  Thf*se  men  were  engaged  in  active  co-operation  with  the  enemy  when 
aptured.  McLean  enacted  the  role  of  a  scout  or  spy.  Mistaking  our  troops 
)r  those  of  the  enemy,  he  gave  them  information  respecting  my  force  and  po- 
ition  in  front  of  the  town  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant.  Murray  and 
Lnderson  were  acting  as  scouts  for  Gift,  keeping  open  his  communications  and 
applying  him  with  provisions  when  he  was  absent  from  the  main  body  of  his 
ommand.  When  taken,  they  were  carrying  soldiers  from  the  islands  back  to 
be  mam.    Heretofore  all  of  them  have  enjoyed  immunity  from  us  as  citixenB. 
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Their  local  knowledge  makes  tbem  dangerous  to  ns  and  very  usefbl  to  the 
enemy ;  for  the  latter  they  act  as  scouts,  spies,  and  pilots,  and  in  this  case  thej 
were  caught  in  the  act.  They  pretend  to  have  been  forced  iato  Gift's  aerriee, 
but  I  know  them  well,  and  earnestly  request  that  they  will  not  be  permitted  to 
return  to  Apalachicola. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient'  servant, 

W.  BUDD. 
Acting  Vol.  Lieut.,  ConCAg  U.  S.  Steamer  SomerseL 
Acting  Rear- Admiral  Theodorus  Bailey, 

Commanding  E.  G.  B.  Squadron, 


EXPEDITION  UP  THE  SUWANEE  RIVER. 
Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Charles  E.  Fleming. 

United  States  Steamer  Sagamore, 

Of  Cedar  Keys,  Florida,  July  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  6th  ultimo  I 
sent  the  launch  from  this  vessel  and  two  boats  from  the  steamer  Clyde,  with 
twenty-four  men  and  four  officers,  on  an  expedition  up  the  Suwanee  river,  lo 
seize  some  cotton  I  learned  the  rebels  were  making  use  of  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  breastworks  on  that  river.  On  the  7th  the  expedition  reached  the 
place,  about  thirty-eight  miles  up,  in  the  vicinity  of  Clay's  landing,  and  de 
molishcd  the  breastworks  by  bringing  away  the  cotton,  ninety-four  bales,  prin- 
cipally sea-island,  which  I  send  this  day  to  the  prize  court  at  Key  West,  in 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Louis  B.  Chester,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  expe- 
dition. Mr.  Chester  conducted  it  in  a  manner  to  be  commend^,  and  returned 
his  force  with  no  casualties.  The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  men  who  accom- 
panied him  was,  as  usual,  everything  that  could  be  desired. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHA8.  E.  FLEMING, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Commanding. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  D.  C 


DESTRUCTION  OF  SALT  WORKS  AT  ST.  ANDREW'S  BAY. 

Report  of  Acting  Rear- Admiral  C.  K.  Strihling. 

IIeadquarters  E.  G.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Key  West,  October  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  Reports  received  this  day  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  P. 
Randall,  commanding  United  States  bark  Restless,  on  blockade  duty  at  8t 
Andrew's  bay,  Florida,  contain  details  of  a  successful  expedition,  on  the  5th  and 
6th  instant,  by  boats  from  that  vessel,  under  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Hemj 
Eason.  It  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  50  boilers  for  salt  making,  500  to 
1,000  gallons  each ;  90  kettles  for  salt  making,  65  to  200  gallons  each ;  SCO 
bushels  of  salt;  31  wagons  and  several  large  carts;  500  cords  of  wood;  150 
buildings,  dwelling-houses  for  the  employes,  and  sheds,  storehonaea,  &c^  basides 
other  damage.  • 

All  this  was  the  property  of  the  confederates;  and  although  tt  is  piobililft  that 
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they  may  again  be  rebuilt,  it  is  certaia  tbat  a  severe  blow  Las  been  struck  at 
the  rebel  forces  in  Georgia. 

In  consideration  of  tbe  iutelligcncc,  energy,  and  judgment  displayed  in  this 
expedition,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Eason  bo 
promoted  to  be  an  acting  master. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  K.  STRIBLTNG, 
Acting  llear-Adinirah  Com?nanding, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


25  \ 
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WESTERN  GULF  SQUADRON. 


OPERATIONS  IN  MOBILE  BAY— CAPTUfiE  OF  FORTS,  &r 


RECONNOISSANCE  OF  FOllTS  MORGAN  AND  GAINES— DEraNCES   OF  MOUILl 

BAY. 

Report  of  Reat 'Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

New  Orieanst  January  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant  I  made  a  reconuois&ance  of  ForU 
Morgan  and  Gaines.  I  went  in  over  the  bar  in  the  gunboat  Octorara,  Liencenant 
Commander  Lowe,  taking  the  Itasca  in  company  as  a  precaution  agaiDSt  acci- 
dent. We  passed  up  to  Land  island,  and  laid  abreast  of  the  light-hoiue  on  it 
The  day  was  uncommonly  fine,  and  the  air  very  clear.  We  were  distant  firom 
the  forts  three  (3)  and  three  and  a  half  (3J)  miles,  and  could  see  eveiythiDg 
distinctly,  so  that  it  was  easy  to  verify  the  statements  of  the  refugee  Mclntoeh, 
in  respect  to  the  number  of  guns  visible  on  the  bastions  of  the  fort.  I  could 
count  the  guns  and  tlie  men  who  stood  by  them ;  could  see  the  piles  that  had 
been  driven  across  from  Fort  Gaines  to  the  channel  opposite  Fort  l^Iorgan — the 
object  of  which  is  to  force  the  ships  to  keep  as  close  as  possible  to  the  latter. 
There  were  no  vessels  in  the  bay  except  one  transport  steamer. 

I  am  satisfied  that  if  I  had  one  iron-clad  at  this  time,  I  could  destroy  their 
whole  force  in  the  bay,  and  reduce  the  forts  at  my  leisure,  by  co-operation  iiith 
our  land  forces — say  five  thousand  men.  We  must  have  about  two  thousand  and 
five  hundred  men  in  the  rear  of  each  fort,  to  make  regular  approaches  by  land, 
and  to  prevent  the  garrison's  receiving  supplies  and  re-euforcemeuts  ;  the  fleet 
to  run  the  batteries,  and  fight  the  flotilla  in  the  bay.  Bui  without  Iron-dads, 
we  should  not  be  able  to  fight  the  enemy's  vessels  of  that  class  with  much  pros- 
pect of  success,  as  the  latter  would  lie  on  the  fiats,  where  our  ships  could  not  go 
to  dek>troy  them.  Wooden  vessels  can  do  nothing  with  them  unless  by  getting 
within  one  hundred  or  two  hundred  yards,  so  as  to  ram  them  or  pour  in  a  broad- 
side. 

I  am  told  by  Mr.  Shock,  the  fleet  engineer,  that  two  of  the  iron-dads  now 
being  constnicted  at  St.  Loui:^  are  finished,  and  that  three  or  four  ought  to  be 
by  this  time.     If  I  could  get  these,  I  would  attack  them  at  once. 

The  rebel  iron-clad  Nashville,  I  am  told  by  a  refugee,  will  not  be  ready  befon* 
March ;  and  he  says  that  Buchanan  made  a  speech  to  his  men,  saying  that  af 
soon  as  she  is  finished,  he  will  raise  the  blockade,  &c.  It  is  deprcssiug  to  see 
how  easily  false  reports  circulate  out  here,  and  in  what  a  state  of  alarm  Uic  com- 
munity is  kept  by  the  most  absurd  rumors.  If  the  department  could  get  one  or 
two  of  the  iron-clads  down  here,  it  would  put  an  end  to  this  state  of  things,  and 
restore  confidence  to  the  people  of  the  ports  now  in  our  possession. 

I  feel  no  apprehension  about  Buchanan's  raising  the  blockade  of  Mobile ;  bat 
with  such  a  force  as  he  has  in  the  bay,  it  would  be  unwise  to  take  in  our  wooden 
vessels  without  the  means  of  fighting  the  enemy  on  an  equal  footing.  By  refo* 
encc  to  the  chart,  you  will  see  how  small  a  space  there  is  for  the  ahipa  to  ma- 
noeuvre. 
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I  beg  to  urge  npou  the  department  the  necessity  of  expediting  the  departure 
of  the  Brooklyn  and  Galena,  as  it  is  always  indispensable  to  keep  a  force  on  the 
blockade  sufficient  to  allow  one  of  the  ships  to  go  to  Pensacola  for  coaling  or  for 
repairs,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  of  Captain  Jenkins  transinitting  statement  of  the  defences  of  Mobile  hay. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Richmond, 

Blockade  off  Mobile,  January  15,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
Teasels  and  armament,  forts  and  their  armament,  and  of  all  the  defensive  and 
offensive  means  of  the  rebels,  in  the  bay,  harbor,  &c.,  of  Mobile. 

The  information  embraced  in  this  statement  is  in  such  strict  accordance  with 
that  obtained  through  our  sources  at  different  times,  that  I  am  inclined  to  consider 
it  reliable. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully, 

THORNTON  A.  JENKINS, 
Captain  and  Senior  Officer ^  off  Mobile. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  W.  O.  B  Squadron  pro  tern,.  New  Orleans^  ha. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Richmond, 

Blockade  off  Mobile,  January  15,  1864. 

The  following  statement  in  regard  to  rebel  vessels  and  works  in  and  about 
Uobile  bay,  harbor,  and  city,  has  been  furnished  by  a  mechanic  belonging  to 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  who  was  at  the  south  when  the  rebellion  broke 
out,  and  took  work  as  a  mechanic  at  Mobile  on  half  wages  to  escape  conscrip- 
tion. That  is  his  story.  He  got  (recently)  a  short  respite  to  visit  his  father, 
who  is  somewhere  in  Alabama  or  Florida,  when  he  succeeded  in  getting  inside  of 
our  lines  at  Pensacola.  He  is  now  on  board  the  gunboat  Octorara,  Lieutenant 
Commander  W.  W.  Low,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  this  statement.  This  man 
claims  to  have  been  employed,  among  other  things,  in  preparing  and  filling  tor- 
pedoes and  iron-plating  iron-clads. 

THORNTON  A.  JENKINS, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 


Statement  of  the  defences  of  Mobile  Bay. 

Armament  of  steamer  Morgan  :  1  63  cwt.  8-inch  gun  ;  9  57  cwt.  32-pounder 
gnns. 

Steamer  Gaines  :  8  57  cwt.  32-pounder  guns. 

Steamer  Selma,  (late  Florida:)  2  9-inch  Uahlgren  guns ;  1  8-inch  rifle,  gun. 

Steam  ram  Tennessee :  235  feet  in  length ;  has  casemate  plated  with  iron, 
2  inches  by  10  inches,  three  plates  in  thickness.     Speed  7^  knots  on  trial  trip 
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without  armament,  stores  or  provisions  on  board.  May  not  be  ready  for  some 
weeks  yet.  Is  intended  to  mount  4  10-incb  columbiads  of  16,000  pounds ; 
2  7.J-inch  Brooks  rifles,  19,000  pounds. 

NoTic  — Iiiformation  recdvi'(i  ycstcnlay  fiom  >i  fugitive  nt  Pcntoco'a  is,  that  the  TennM- 
scc*  is  on  Dog  Kivcr  bar  un  her  way  to  the  bay,  and  that  the  cinielR  uiadu  to  fluat  her  ova 
liave  to  be  made  larger.  T.  A.  J. 

Steam  ram  Baltic  :  AVas  a  to\v-l)oat ;  is  mailed  with  railroad  iron  laid  edge- 
wise, countersunk  and  bolted  with  rivet  heads  and  nuts  and  screws  in  botrd. 
This  vessel  is  condemned  as  unfit  for  service.  j^Iounts  1  42  pounder  gun; 
2  .'i:2-pounder  ^uua  of  o7  cwt. ;  2  12-pounder  howitzers. 

Ram  Tuscaloosa  :  Is  plated  with  iron  like  that  on  the  Tennessee,  2  inches 
by  10  inches,  but  only  two  phites  thick  ;  will  steam  but  about  3  J  knots.  Mounts 
1  Brooks  rifle  of  G  inches,  weighing  14,000  pounds ;  4  32-pounders  of  48  cwt. 

Ram  Ilunlsville:  Is  similar  in  every  respect  to  the  Tuscaloosa,  and  mouuts 

1  Brooks  rifle  of  G  inches,  weighing  14,000  pounds;  4  32-pounders  of  42  cwt 
There   are  also  in  the  bay  5  floating  turrets,   covered  with  railroad  iron, 

mounted  on  an  octagonal-shaped  scow,  with  1  8-inch  columbiad  mounted  on  • 
circle  ;  they  have  motive  power ;  are  intended  to  be  moored  in  the  channel  war, 
but  cannot  withstand  the  shock  of  an  8-inch  shell. 

The  steamer  Morgan  has  a  small  black  wheel-house  on  the  platform  forward 
of  the  paddle-boxes.     The  Gaines  has  nothing  of  the  kind. 

From  the  end  of  the  piles  that  cross  the  flats  from  Fort  Gaines  (about  tliree 
months  ago)  thirty  torpedoes  were  laid  down  on  line  bearing  SE.  by  compass 
across  the  main  ship  channel ;  they  are  shaped  like  a  can-buoy,  with  a  clumber 
in  each  and  15  pounds  of  powder.  They  are  anchored  with  Manilla  rope,  with 
about  the  third  of  a  bar  of  railroad  iron  2^  inches.  A  number  of  them  broke 
adrift  and  floated  u])  the  bay. 

At  Cedar  Point  there  is  an  earthwork,  reported  to  mount  4  rifled  32-pounderi 
of  7,000  pounds  weight. 

At  the  mouth  of  Spanish  river  there  is  a  battery  clad  with  railroad  iron, 
mounting  six  (G)  lifled  10-inch  columbiads. 

At  the  mouth  ot  Tensas  river  and  at  the  head  of  the  bay  near  Mobile  there 
are  fivti  (5)  batteries. 

The  fortiflcations  in  the  rear  of  Mobile  are  very  strong,  with  a  ditch  30  feel 
wide  and  a  strong  redoubt  every  four  or  five  hundred  yards. 

Fort  Morgan  mounts:  On  bastion-  No.  1,  NE.,  2  32-ponnder8  weighine 
7,000  pounds ;  1  24i)ounder,  rifled,  which  throws  Read  and  Skate's  shot  and 
shell  shaped  like?  ^linio  balls. 

East  curtain  :  3  10-inch  sea-coast  mortars  ;  1  32-pounder,  weighing  7,000 
pounds. 

Basticm  No.  2,  E.SM,  1  10-inch  columbiad  of  14,000  pounds;  2  32-poiinder 
rifles  of  7,000  pounds. 

Bastion  N«>.  3  :  2  32-pounders,  rifled,  of  7,000  pounds;  1  10-incli  colum- 
biad of  1G,()00  jiounds. 

South  curtain :  2  24-pounders,  riflfd,  of  11,000  pounds,  and  throwing  68- 
poundrr  pnyectiles  ;   1  10-incli  columbiad  of  14,000  pounds. 

Bastion  No.  4:   1  24-pounder  rifle ;   1  lU-inch  columbiad  of  16,000   pounds; 

2  32-pounders,  rillod,  of  7,000  pounds. 

West  curtain,  facing  channel  :  2  Blak(;ly  (guns  from  England,)  weighing 
between  11 ,000  and  12,000  pounds,  throwing  a  shell  of  IGO  pounds,  and  a  shot  of 
169  pounds,  with  a  charge  of  14  pounds  of  powder;  3  10-inch  columbiads  of 
16,000  pounds. 

Bastion  No.  3 :  2  .S2-p(;under  guns,  smooth  bore. 

North  curtain:  1  8-inch  smooth  bore. 

riank  cas(>matr>  <rnns  :  On  each  flank  of  each  bastion  are  2  24-pounder  how- 
itzers, making  20  tiank  casemate  guns. 
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Within  the  fort,  iu  the  centre  of  terreplainei  is  a  citadel  having  ten  sides, 
loop-holed  for  musketry,  and  quarters  on  each  side  for  100  men,  constructed  of 
brick,  four  feet  thick. 

Light-house  battery  :  11  32-pounder  guns  of  7,000  pounds,  smooth  bore.  At 
Grant's  Pass,  on  the  site  of  the  old  light-house,  there  is  an  earthwork  very 
strong,  mounting  1  100-pounder  rifle  gun  ;  1  64-pounder  rifle  gun  ;  2  32-pounder 
smooth  bore. 

Fort  Gaines  mounts  1  10-inch  columbiad  weighing  from  14,000  to  18,000 
pounds;  14  32-pounders,  smooth  bore;  1  32-pounder  rifled;  5  24-pounder 
siege  pieces. 

Note  by  Caj)tain  Jenkins, 

The  Bostof),  which  has  been  lengthened  2b  feet  and  converted  into  a  rebel 
inrivateer,  is  not  embraced  in  the  foregoing  statement,  as  he  said  he  thought  she 
had  left  on  a  cruise.  This  vessel  appeared  to  be  fast,  (when  seen  in  the  bay,) 
'With  two  guns,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  is  now  awaiting  a  good  op- 
portonity  to  run  out. 

The  person  who  has  furnished  the  foregoing  statement  gave  a  full  account  to 
the  officer  of  the  army  commanding  at  Pensacola,  who  no  doubt  communicated 
It  to  General  Banks.  The  description  of  the  land  embankments  around  Fort 
Morgan  not  embraced  in  this  statement  are  well  worth  examining. 

THORNTON  A.  JENKINS. 

There  is  at  least  one  fast  steam-tug  in  the  bay  seen  daily  almost.  Thit  says 
there  is  one  there. 

T.  A.  J. 


SHELLING  OF  FORT  POWELL. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Off  Ship  Island,  February  28,  1864. 

8lR :  I  have  been  shelling  Fort  Powell,  on  Shell  island,  in  Grant's  Pass, 
Mississippi  sound,  during  the  past  week,  but  have  made  but  little  impression 
npon  it,  as  we  cannot  approach  nearer  than  four  thousand  yards,  and  then  we 
got  hard  aground  in  the  Calhoun,  drawing  only  eight  and  a  half  feet.  It  required 
two  steamers  besides  her  own  power  to  get  her  off.  This  I  did  because  1  saw 
the  wind  hauling  around  to  the  northward,  which  blows  the  water  out  of  the 
sound,  and  I  feared  we  might  be  kept  there  a  week  or  longer  before  the  water 
would  rise  sufficiently  to  enable  us  to  get  off. 

The  enemy,  at  the  time,  were  throwing  their  shot  three-fourths  of  a  mile  over 
and  beyond  us.  The  ammunition  of  the  vessel  being  nearly  all  expended,  and 
fearing  I  might  not  receive  a  supply  in  less  than  two  days,  I  hauled  all  the 
Teasels  out  where  they  could  float.  The  weather  became  thick,  and  has  con- 
tinued so  for  the  last  two  days.  I  have  now  received  a  fresh  supply  of  ammu- 
nition, and  will  recommence  the  work  to-morrow,  the  29th;  but  I  have  no 
hope  of  reducing  the  fort,  as  the  steamers  lie  on  the  opposite  side  of  it,  to  take 
the  people  on  board  if  necessary,  or  to  relieve  the  garrison. 

We  cannot  get  within  eight  hundred  yards  in  the  small  boats,  so  as  to  assault 
it,  but  it  assists  General  Sherman,  by  keeping  up  the  idea  of  an  attack  upon 
Mobile,  which  is  looked  for  hourly  by  the  confederates.  Would  that  it  was 
true ;  now  is  the  propitious  time. 

The  Tennessee  is  at  Mobile  getting  the  camels  under  her,  and  if  their  inten- 
tion is  to  get  her  over  Dog  River  bar,  which  I  doubt,  she  will  have  to  take  the 
chances  of  being  destroyed  in  doing  so. 
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If  wc  had  only  two  or  three  thousand  troops  to  make  their  approaches  on  the 
peninsulas,  the  ships  will  run  in,  I  think,  easily.  We  might  have  done  it  long 
since,  but  General  Banks  is  ordered  to  be  ready  to  move  in  concert  with  Grca- 
oral  Sherman,  and  of  course  is  not  willing  to  risk  being  out  of  place  at  the  mo- 
ment he  is  called  upon  to  march. 

After  the  Tennessee  gets  over  Dog  River  bar,  it  would  be  impmdent  to  go  in 
without  an  iron-clad,  as  I  before  stated,  because  she  could  lie  in  shoal  water, 
where  our  ships  could  not  get  at  her,  and  could  knock  our  vessels  to  pieces ; 
but  if  we  go  in  before  she  gets  over  the  bar,  our  gunboats  will  destroy  her  on 
the  bar  if  she  attempts  to  cross  with  camels. 

I  am  ready  the  moment  the  army  will  act  with  me,  but  there  is  no  doing 
anything  with  forts  so  long  as  their  back-doors  are  open ;  besides  which,  my 
communication  must  be  open  for  supplies,  which  cannot  be  done  v^thont  troops 
to  cut  off  all  their  forts  from  the  laud  communication  with  Mobile. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  TV,  G.  B,  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


APPEARANCE  OF  THE  RAM  TENNESSEE.— SILENCING  FORT  POWELL. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Of  Ship  Island,  March  1.  1864. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  despatch.  No.  33, 1  informed  you  that  the  ram  Tennessee,  in 
Mobile  bay,  had  not  yet  crossed  Dog  River  bar,  but  to-day,  to  our  §^at  »iir- 
prise,  she  appeared  in  full  view  in  the  bay,  opposite  Grant's  Pass,  where  I  was 
at  the  time,  having  been  at  work  all  day  yesterday  shelling  Fort  Powell. 

I  do  not  know  what  impression  we  made  upon  the  fort.  They  opened  upon 
our  mortar-boats  with  five  he^vy  rifled  100-ponnder  guns,  and  stmck  the  Jolin 
Griffith  four  times  in  succession. 

We  silenced  the  fort  in  one  hour  and  a  quarter,  and  they  did  not  again  open 
fire,  but  kept  their  flag  flying  until  after  sunset,  when  we  ceased  firing. 

This  morning  at  7  a.  m.  we  perceived  three  gunboats  and  two  iron-cTads  lying 
near  the  fort ;  about  one  hour  afterwards  the  Tennessee  made  her  appeanuwe, 
coming  down  the  bay.     The  wind  freshened  and  she  came  to  an  anchor. 

Since  II  a.  m.  it  has  been  blowing  a  gale  from  the  north-northwest.  As  soon 
as  I  was  satisfied  that  she  was  really  the  Tennessee,  I  came  down  to  join  the 
Hartford,  and  will  be  off  Mobile  as  soon  as  the  weather  moderates. 

Unless  she  fails  in  some  particular,  I  fear  that  with  the  present  force  thfj 
have  inside,  it  will  be  much  more  difficult  for  us  to  take  Mobile  with  our  wooden 
vessels,  than  it  would  have  been  one  week  ago. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  PARRAGUT, 

Rear^Adm  irah 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


THREATENED  ATTACK  BY  THE  REBPIL  RAM  TENNESSEE,  Ac, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Pensacola,  May  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  All  the  late  accounts  from  Mobile  agree  in  representing  Bachanan  ai 
making  great  exertions  to  get  camels  large  enough  to  float  the  ram  Tenneaeee 
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over  Dog  River  bar,  and  no  doubt  is  felt  of  his  success,  and  the  public  mind  in 
the  rebel  States  is  in  such  a  state  of  excitement  in  consequence  of  the  disaster 
of  Greneral  Banks,  and  the  success  of  the  rebel  rams  in  North  Carolina,  that 
thej  say  he  will  be  compelled  to  come  out  and  attack  us  with  his  whole  force, 
which,  as  I  have  before  informed  the  department,  consists  of  seven  (7)  vessels, 
four  (4)  iron-clads  and  three  (3)  wooden  gunboats,  besides  the  Nashville,  which 
is  finished  with  the  exception  of  the  plating.  She  is  a  fac  simile  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. 

The  Tennessee  is  plated  with  six-inch  iron,  and  armed  with  pix  Brooks  rifles 
of  6  and  7-inch  calibre. 

The  Tuscaloosa  and  Huntsvillc  are  plated  with  four-inch  iron. 

The  other  boats  all  have  one  or  two  Brooks  rifles  of  from  100  pounds  to  150 
pounds,  and  the  rest  of  their  battery  IX-inch  guns. 

The  ^lorgan,  Gaines,  and  Selma  are  much  the  same  as  our  gunboats,  perhaps 
better,  armed  for  long  fighting ;  but  if  they  come  outside,  that  will  not  serve 
them.  Thus  you  perceive  that  I  am  in  hourly  expectation  of  being  attacked 
by  almost  an  equal  number  of  vessels,  iron-clad  against  wooden  vessels,  and  a 
most  unequal  contest  it  will  be,  as  the  Tennessee  is  represented  as  impervious 
to  all  their  experiments  at  Mobile,  so  that  our  only  hope  is  to  run  her  down, 
which  we  shall  certainly  do  all  in  our  power  to  accomplish  ;  but  should  we  be 
unsuccessful,  the  panic  in  this  part  of  the  country  will  be  beyond  all  control. 
They  will  imagine  that  New  Orleans  and  Pensacola  must  fall. 

New  Orleans  is  well  defended  ;  the  forts  have  each  two  XV-inch  guns,  and 
at  range  that,  I  think,  would  destroy  any  vessel ;  but  thit  place  has  not  a  gun 
that  would  hurt  a  four-inch  plated  vessel  at  the  distance  the  forts  will  be 
compelled  to  fire  at  them — X-inch  shell  guns  arc  the  heaviest  they  have,  and 
only  (4)  four  of  them,  all  on  different  bastions.  One  iron-clad  in  Pensacola 
would  be  worth  all  the  forts  under  the  present  circumstances.  Their  iron-clads 
would  be  afraid  to  come  out  to  threaten  New  Orleans  or  Pensacola.  If  New 
Orleans,  one  iron-clad  would  be  on  his  trail  up  the  river;  if  Pensacola,  she 
would  probably  have  an  overmatch  in  the  iron-clad*s  XV-inch  guns,  and  which, 
if  placed  between  the  forts,  would  lessen  the  distance  to  be  fired  at  one-half. 

I  fully  understand  and  appreciate  my  situation.  The  experience  I  had  of 
the  fight  between  the  Arkansas  and  Admiral  Davis's  vessels,  on  the  Mississippi, 
showed  plainly  how  unequal  the  contest  is  between  iron-clads  and  wooden  ves- 
sels in  loss  of  life,  unless  you  succeed  in  destroying  the  iron-clad.  I  therefore 
deeply  regret  that  the  department  has  not  been  able  to  give  us  ONK  of  the  many 
iron-clads  that  arc  ofl*  Charleston,  and  on  the  Mississippi.  I  have  always  looked 
for  the  latter,  but  it  appears  that  it  takes  us  twice  as  long  to  build  an  iron-clad 
as  any  one  else.  It  looks  as  if  the  contractors  and  the  fates  were  against  us. 
While  the  rebels  are  bending  their  whole  energies  to  the  war,  our  people  are 
expecting  the  war  to  close  by  default ;  and  if  they  do  not  awake  to  a  sense  of 
their  danger  soon,  it  will  be  so. 

But  be  assured,  sir,  that  the  navy  will  do  its  duty,  let  the  issue  come  when 
it  may,  or  I  am  greatly  deceived. 

I  think  you  have  many  ready  and  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  their  country 
can  require  of  them. 

All  I  ask  of  them  is  to  do  their  whole  duty ;  the  result  belongs  to  God. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admirah  Commanding  W,  G,  B,  Squadron, 

Hon.  GiDBo\  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy,  Washington, 
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FALLING  BACK  OF  THE  ARMY.— RAM  TENNESSEE  AXD  GUNBOATS. 

Flag-Ship  Hartfokd,  West  Gilp  Blockading  SacADRON, 

Off  Mobile  Bar,  May  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  My  mail  from  New  Orleans  this  moniing  is  very  discoaragin^.  Our 
army  is  not  only  falling  back  to  that  most  demoralizing  of  places,  New  Orleans, 
but  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Cook,  at  Matagorda,  that  General 
Banks  lias  ordered  Matagorda  to  be  abandoned,  and  the  forts  and  earthworks 
to  be  destroyed.  The  general  ia  in  New  Orleans  ;  the  army  said  to  be  at  Mor- 
ganzia,  just  above  Port  Hudson,  on  the  western  shore. 

I  ran  in  shore  yesterday,  and  took  a  good  look  at  the  iron-clad  Tcnneflsec. 
She  flies  the  blue  flag  of  Admiral  Buchanan.  She  has  four  ports  of  a  sidei  out 
of  which  she  fights,  1  understand  from  the  refugees,  four  7-inch  Brooks  rifles, 
and  2  10-inch  columbiads.  She  has  a  torpedo  fixture  on  the  bow.  Their  fear 
iron-clads  and  three  wooden  gunboats  make  quite  a  formidable  appearance. 

I  see  by  the  rebel  papers,  Buchanan  is  advertit>ed  to  raise  the  blockade  as 
soon  as  ho  is  ready.  As  I  have  before  informed  the  department,  if  I  hod  the 
military  force  to  place  on  the  isthmus  and  on  Dauphin  island,  f>ay  three  thoil- 
sand  men,  and  one  or  two  iron-cladr*,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  run  in  and  attack 
him  ;  but  if  1  was  to  nm  in,  and  in  so  doing  get  my  vessels  crippled,  it  would 
be  in  his  power  to  retire  to  the  shoal  water  with  his  iron-clads,  (in  fact  all  their 
vessels  draw  much  less  water  than  ours,)  and  thus  destroy  us  without  our  being 
able  to  get  at  him.  But  if  he  takes  the  offensive  and  comes  out  of  port,  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  contend  with  him. 

The  department  has  not  yet  responded  to  my  call  for  the  iron-clads  in  the 
Mississippi,  which  I  was  led  to  believe  were  intended  for  this  squadron. 

I  am  placing  heavy  iron  cutters  on  the  bows  of  my  vessels,  and  eholl  also 
have  torpedoes  to  place  me  on  an  equality  with  my  enemy,  if  he  comes  outside. 
No  doubt  he  will  have  the  advantage  of  me  inside,  as  they  are  planting  them 
every  day ;  we  can  see  them  distinctly  when  at  work. 

Torpedoes  are  not  so  agreeable  when  used  on  both  sides ;  therefore  I  have 
reluctantly  brought  myself  to  it. 

I  have  always  deemed  it  unworthy  of  a  chivalrous  nation,  bat  it  docs  not  do 
to  give  your  enemy  such  a  decided  superiority  over  you. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT. 
Hear- Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G,  B,  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  MOBILE  BAY. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  West  Gi;lf  BLorKADiNo  Squadron, 

Off  Mobile,  June  4,  1SC4. 

Sir  :  As  the  Admiral  has  arrived  here  on  her  way  north,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  inform  the  department  that  we  are  in  statu  quo.  Admiral 
Buchanan  is  lying  at  Fort  ]!kIorgan,  in  the  Tennessee,  and  refugees  report  "  that 
they  are  getting  the  Nashville  over  Dog  River  })ar,  and  that  there  are  two  other 
iron-clads  which  have  come  down  from  Selma  within  a  few  days;"  that  it  is  not 
true  that  Admiral  Buchanan  intends  to  leave  Mobile  bay — he  only  intends  to 
destroy  Farragut's  fleet. 
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It  liafl  been  heretofore  stated  that  New  Orleans  was  their  main  object,  but  I 
€Qclo8c  the  testimony  of  the  last  refugees. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  JV.  G.  B,  Squadron. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

^^ecrctary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


Barrancas,  June  2,  1864. 

Statement  of  James  Nicoll,  an  alien  from  Liverpool,  England,  who  came  in 
to-day  from  Mobile  via  Bon  Secour  bay : 

Left  Mobile  last  Sunday  morning,  and  Bon  Secour  bay  yesterday  evening. 

There  are  in  Mobile  bay,  over  the  Dog  River  bar,  the  Tennessee,  Baltic, 
Tuscaloosa  and  Huutsvillc.  iron-clad  rams,  and  the  wooden  gunboats  Selma, 
Morgan  and  Gaines.  The  Nashville  was  not  yet  over  the  bar,  but  she  had 
already  the  camels  under  her,  and  she  must  be  over  by  this  time ;  her  bow, 
atem,  and  pilot-house  arc  only  partly  ironed. 

There  arc  two  more  rams  at  MoUile  not  yet  platftd,  and  one  just  completed 
at  Selma,  and  aground  above  Mobile.  There  are  also  at  Mobile,  near  the  dry- 
docks,  four  iron-plated  floating  batteries,  one  of  them  sunk. 


DEFENCES  OF  MOHILK   IJAY  WILL  BE  ATTACKED  ON  ARRIVAL  OF  THE 

MONITORS. 

Flao-Ship  Hartford,  West  Gi:lf  Blockadlno  Squadron, 

Off  Mobile,  July  2\^,  1864. 

Sir  :  By  the  timely  arrival  of  the  coal-ship  New  England,  I  have  been  able 
to  fill  up  the  vessels  of  the  blockade,  and  am  all  prepared  for  the  attack  the 
moment  the  two  monitors  arrive  from  New  Orleans,  which  Commodore  Palmer 
writes  me  will  be  about  the  29th  or  30th. 

The  Manhattan  is  under  Sand  island  with  vessels  to  look  out  for  her,  and 
the  moment  the  other  two  and  the  army  arrive,  I  will  commence.  My  great 
wantfl  will  be  coal,  and  also  ice  for  the  sick  and  wounded ;  I  think  we  have 
every  arrangement  made  for  the  latter.  The  fleet  surgeon  has  been  untiring  in 
getting  things  prepared  at  Pensacola,  and  the  army  and  sanitary  commission 
Eavc  been  very  accommodating  to  us. 

Very  re.*»pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary, 


CAlTrUE  OF  IIEIJEL  TICKET  GUARD  NEAR  FORT  MOR(;AN. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  G,  Farragut, 

Flao-Ship  Hartford,  West  Gulp  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Mobile,  August  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  department  the  gallantry  of  a 
little  party  landed  from  the  Oneida,  while  on  picket  duty  off  the  peninsula, 
about  five  miles  from  Fort  Morgan,  on  the  night  of  the  22a  ultimo. 
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Lieutenant  Cotton  and  Acting  Ensign  John  L.  Hall  were  landed,  to  lie  in 
ambush  for  the  picket  guard,  (which  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens,  of  the  Oneidai 
had  seen  pass  up  and  down  the  beach  frequently  during  his  tour  of  duty  in 
that  locality,)  and  if  sufEciently  strong,  to  attack  and  capture  them»  and  the 
ship  would  send  to  their  assistance.  They  had  not  been  in  ambush  more  than 
an  hour  before  a  horseman  came  along ;  the  party  rushed  out  and  captured  himi 
and  they  then  compelled  him  to  lead  them  to  his  picket.  Mr.  Hall  took  chaige 
of  the  party  and  followed  on  for  three  or  four  miles,  surprised  and  captured  a 
lieutenant  and  four  soldiers.  Although  the  act  was  somewhat  imprudent,  it  was 
nevertheless  a  bold  one.  and  as  he  succeeded,  I  think  Mr.  Hall  fairly  entitled 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  department,  and  I  most  respectfully  recom- 
mend him  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  master. 

Enclosed  No.s.  1  and  2  are  the  reports  of  Commander  Stevens  and  Lieutenant 
Cotton. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  W,  G,  B.  Squadnm* 

Hon.  GiDKON  WKLIyES, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens. 

Uniteu  States  Steam-Sloop  Oneida, 

OfPensacola,  July  23,  1864. 

Sir:  The  time  being  propitious,  I  landed  a  party  of  ten  men  from  this  veaseh 
nearly  abreast  of  our  picket  station,  for  the  pur])08e  of  capturing  the  cavalry 
patrol  of  the  enemy,  which  for  several  nights  we  had  observed  from  the  vessel 
passing  up  and  down  the  beach.  The  party  was  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  C.  S. 
Cotton,  of  this  vessel,  and  Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hall.  The  instructions  were  to 
land  and  secrete  themselves  in  the  woods,  sending  the  boat  back  to  the  Oneida. 
The  expedition  resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  entire  picket  cavalry  camp  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  established  some  four  miles  to  the  eastward  of  our  position, 
with  the  exception  of  one  man,  who  escaped.  A  lieutenant  and  four  privates, 
belonging  to  the  7th  Alabama  cavalry,  with  their  arms,  horses  and  accontrements, 
were  taken ;  subsequently  the  horses  were  released.  The  prisoners  1  have  to-day 
delivered,  according  to  your  instructions,  to  the  provost  marshal  of  this  place. 
In  connexion  with  the  execution  of  the  aflfair,  I  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  the 
good  conduct  of  both  men  and  officers.  Lieutenant  Cotton  speaks  in  warm  terms 
of  the  gallantry  and  judgment  displayed  by  Acting  Ensign  Hall  upon  die  oc- 
casion. 

Enclosed  please  receive  report  of  Lieutenant  Cotton. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  II.  STEVENS,  Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  IF.  G,  B,  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Chas,  S.  Cotton, 

United  States  Steamer  Onbida, 

OJPensacola,  July  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  landed,  with  Acting  Ensign  John  L.  Hall 
and  ten  men  of  this  ship,  a  short  distance  to  the  eastward  of  this  ship's  position 
on  the  night  of  the  22d  instant. 
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We  Bcereted  onrsclycB  in  a  commanding  position  a  short  distance  from  the 
beaeb,  and  after  having  lain  in  ambush  abont  an  hour,  were  rewarded  by  the 
capture  of  a  patrol  coming  from  the  westward,  arms,  horse  and  accoutrements. 
From  information  gained  from  this  prisoner  I  deemed  it  proper  and  expedient  to 
detach  a  partj  of  men  under  Mr.  Hall  to  surprise  and  capture  the  patrol  camp 
situated  some  three  miles  to  the  eastward,  and  accordingly  did  so,  sending  the 
prisoner  as  a  guide.  I  remained  with  the  balance  and  smaller  portion  of  the 
party  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  patrols  a  short  distance  to  the  westward, 
and,  if  possible,  to  capture  them.  About  two  a.  m.  Mr.  Hall  and  men  returned, 
having  oeen  rewarded  by  the  capture  of  a  lieutenant  and  three  privates,  arms, 
horses,  accoutrements,  camp  equipage,  &c. 

At  2.30  a.  m.  I  returned  to  the  ship  with  the  party,  prisoners,  arms,  and  am- 
munition. 

It  gives  me  jrreat  pleasure  to  recommend  to  your  notice  the  creditable  and 
gallant  manner  in  which  Mr.  Hall  executed  his  duty,  and  also  the  commendable 
conduct  of  the  men.  The  results  of  the  expedition  were :  Captured  one  lieutenant 
and  four  privates  of  the  7th  Alabama  cavalry,  arms  and  ammunition,  five  horses 
with  their  equipments  complete,  and  all  the  camp  equipage  and  stores.  The 
sentry  who  was  on  post  at  the  time  Mr.  Hall  made  his  descent  on  the  camp  made 
his  escape  in  the  woods,  and  gave  the  information  of  our  presence  to  the  enemy. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  COITON, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 

Commander  Thos.  II.  Stevens, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Oneida,  Mobile  Blockade. 


AITACK  ON  THE  DEFENCES  OF  MOBILE. 
Report  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut. 

Flao-Ship  Hartford, 
Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that  this  morning  I  entered 
Mobile  bay,  ])assing  between  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  and  encountering  the 
rebel  ram  Teimessee  and  gunboats  of  the  enemy,  namely,  Selma,  Morgan,  and 
Chiines. 

The  attacking  fleet  was  under  way  by  forty-five  minutes  past  ^vii  a.  m.,  in 
the  following  order :  The  Brooklyn,  with  the  Octorara  on  her  port  side;  Hart- 
ford, with  the  Metacomet ;  Richmond,  with  the  Port  Royal  ;  Lackawanna,  with 
the  Seminole ;  Monongalicla,  with  the  Tecumseh  ;  Ossipee,  with  the  Itasca,  and 
the  Oneida  with  the  Galrua. 

(.>n  the  starboard  of  the  fleet  was  the  proper  position  of  the  monitors  or  iron- 
clads. The  wind  was  light  from  the  southwest,  and  the  sky  cloudy,  with  very 
little  sun.  Fort  ^lorgan  opened  upon  us  at  ten  minutes  past  seven  o'clock,  and 
soon  after  this  the  action  became  lively.  As  we  steamed  up  the  main  ship  chan- 
nel there  was  some  difficulty  ahead,  and  the  Hartford  passed  on  ahead  of  the 
Brooklyn.  At  forty  minutes  past  seven  the  monitor  Tecumseh  was  struck  by 
a  toq)0(lo  and  sunk,  going  down  very  rapidly,  and  carrying  down  with  her  all 
the  oflicers  and  crew,  with  the  exception  of  the  pilot  and  eight  or  ten  men,  who 
were  saved  by  a  boat  that  I  sent  from  the  Metacomet,  which  was  alongside  of  me. 

The  Hartford  had  passed  the  forts  before  eight  o'clock,  and  finding  myself 
raked  by  the  rebel  gunboats,  I  ordered  the  Metacomet  to  cast  off  and  go  in  pur- 
suit of  them,  one  of  which — the  Selma — she  succeeded  in  capturing. 

All  the  vessels  had  passed  the  forts  by  half  past  eight,  but  the  rebel  ram  Ten- 
nessee was  still  apparently  uninjured  in  our  rear. 
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Signal  was  nt  once  made  to  all  the  fleet  to  turn  again  and  attack  the  ram,  not 
only  with  guns,  but  with  orders  to  run  her  down  at  full  speed.  The  Mononga- 
hela  was  the  first  that  struck  her,  and  though  she  may  have  injured  her  hadly, 
yet  she  did  not  succeed  in  disabling  her.  The  Lackawanna  also  struck  her,  but 
ineffectually.  Tlie  flag-ship  gave  her  a  severe  shock  with  her  bow,  and  as  she 
passed  poured  her  whole  port  broadside  into  her  of  solid  nine-inch  shot  and  thir- 
teen pounds  of  powder,  at  a  distance  of  not  more  than  twelve  feet.  The  iron- 
clads were  closing  upon  her,  and  the  Hartford  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  were  bear- 
ing down  upon  her,  when,  at  ten  a.  m.,  i?he  surrendered.  The  rest  of  the  rebel 
fleet — namely,  the  Morgan  and  Gaines — succeeded  in  getting  back  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Fort  Morgan.     This  terminated  the  action  of  the  day. 

Admiral  Buchanan  sent  me  his  sword,  being  himself  badly  wounded  with  a 
compound  fracture  of  the  leg,  which  it  is  supposed  will  have  to  be  amputated. 

Having  had  many  of  my  own  men  wounded,  and  the  surgeon  of  the  Tennessee 
being  very  desirous  to  have  Admiral  Buchanan  removed  to  the  hospital,  I  sent 
a  flag  of  truce  to  the  commanding  ofHcer  of  Fort  Morgan,  Brigadier  General 
Richard  L.  Page,  to  sfiy  that  if  he  would  allow  the  wounded  of  the  fleet,  as  well 
as  their  own,  to  be  taken  to  Pensacola,  where  they  can  be  better  cared  for  than 
here,  I  would  send  out  one  of  our  vessels,  provided  she  would  be  permitted  to 
return,  bringing  back  nothing  she  did  not  take  out. 

General  Page  consented,  and  the  Metjicomet  was  despatched. 

The  list  of  casualties  on  our  part,  as  far  as  ascertained,  is  as  follows  : 

Flag-ship  Hartford — nineteen  killed,  twenty-three  wounded. 

Brooklyn — Nine  killed,  twenty-two  wounded. 

Lackawanna — Four  kiiled,  two  wounded. 

Oneida — Seven  killed,  twenty-three  wounded. 

Monongahela — Six  wounded. 

]Vljetacomet — One  killed,  two  wounded. 

Ossipee — One  killed,  seven  wounded. 

Galena — One  wounded. 

Richmond — Two  wounded. 

In  all,  forty-one  killed  and  eighty-eight  wounded. 

On  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee  were  captured  twenty  officers  and  about  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  men.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers :  Admiral  F. 
Buchanan ;  Commander  James  1).  Johnson ;  Lieutanants  Wm.  D.  Bradford, 
A.  P.  Wharton,  E.  J.  McDennert ;  Masters  J.  R.  De  Moley,  H.  W.  Perron; 
Fleet-Surg<'on  R.  C.  liowlcs  ;  Engineers  G.  D.  Leneng,  J.  O'Gonnell,  John 
Hays,  O.  Benson,  W.  B.  Patterson  ;  Paymaster's  Clerk  J.  H.  Gonen ;  Master's 
Mates  W.  A.  Forrest,  Beebe,  and  R.  M.  Carter ;  Boatswain  John  McGndie ; 
Gunner  H.  S.  Smith. 

On  the  Selma  were  taken  ninety  officers  and  men.  Of  the  officers  I  have  only 
heard  the  names  of  two,  namely  Commander  Peter  U.  Murphy  and  Lieutenant 
J.  H.  Comstock.     The  latter  was  killed. 

I  will  send  a  detailed  despatch  by  the  first  opportunity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Admiral,  Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary, 


List  of  killed  and  wounded,  on  hoard   United  States  steamer  Hartford  in  tke 
action  witli  the  rebel  Fort  Morgan  andfieet^  August  5,  1864. 

Killed — ^David  iMorrow,  quarter- gunner ;  Wm.  Osgood,  ordinary  seaman ;  Thoe. 
Baine,  ordinary  seaman ;  Benjamin  Harper,  seaman ;  Wm.  Clark,  boy ;  Chailcs 
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Schaffer,  seaman;  Frauk  Still  well,  nurse;  George  Walker,  landsman;  John  C. 
Scott,  ordinary  seaman;  Thomas  Wilde,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Wm.  Smith,  boy  ; 
Wm.  Andrews,  captain  after-guard  ;  Frederick  Munncll,  captain  after-guard ; 

Lewis  McLane,  landsman  ;  Peter  Duncan,  landsman ;  Smith,  fireman ; 

Thomas  Baincs,  fireman ;    Thomas  Stanton,  fireman ;  Cannel,  fireman. 

Total,  nineteen. 

Wounded — Lieutenant  Adams,  slightly ;  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
McEwan,  amputation  of  arm  ;  Acting  Master's  Mate  R.  P.  Herrick,  slightly ;  Act- 
ing Ensign  W.  II.  Heginbotham,  severely,  (since  dead; )  Wilder  Venuer,  lauds- 
mans,  leg ;  Adolphus  Pullo,  seaman,  severe  flesh  wounds,  leg ;  Hiram  Elder, 
seaman,  right  log;  R.  Dumphery,  coal-heaver,  both  arms;  Wm.  Thompson, 
ordinary  seaman,  one  leg ;  E.  Johnson,  boy,  contusion,  side ;  Walter  Lloyd, 
boy,  leg ;  M.  Forbes,  captain  mizzcn-top,  contusion,  side ;  Wm.  Stanley,  seaman, 
contusion  on  leg ;  C.Stevenson,  boy,  contusion;  F.Campbell,  seaman,  contu- 
sion ;  Wm.  Doyle,  boy,  contusion,  side ;  Auguste  Simmons,  landsman ;  Peter 
I^tts,  boy;  Michel  Fayal,  landsman ;  David  Ortin ;  Wm.  Trask,  left  leg ;  Charles 
Dennis,  both  arms ;  Thomas  0*Connell,  right  hand  off.     Total,  twenty  three. 


Congratulatory  letter  to  Rear-Adiniral  Farragut. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington t  August  15, 18C4. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  5th  instant,  stating  that  you  had,  on  the  morning 
of  that  day,  entered  Mobile  bay,  passing  between  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines, 
and  encountering  and  overcoming  the  rebel  fleet,  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  rective 
this  day.  Some  preliminary  account  of  your  operations  had  previously  reached 
us  through  rebel  channels. 

Again  it  is  my  pleasure  and  my  duty  to  congratulate  you  and  your  brave  as- 
sociates on  an  achievement  unequalled  in  our  service  by  any  other  commander, 
aud  only  Bur})a8sed  by  that  unparalleled  naval  triumph  of  the  squadron  under 
your  command  m  the  spring  of  1862,  when,  proceeding  up  the  Mississippi,  you 
passed  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and,  overcoming  all  obstructions,  captured 
New  Orleans,  and  restored  unobstructed  navigation  to  the  commercial  emporium 
of  the  great  central  valley  of  the  Union. 

The  bay  of  Mobile  was  not  only  fortified  and  guarded  by  forts  and  batteries 
on  shore,  and  by  submt-rged  obstructions,  but  the  rebels  had  also  collected  there 
a  formidable  fleet,  commanded  by  their  highest  naval  officer — a  former  captain 
in  the  UnidU  navy — who,  false  to  the  government  and  the  Union,  had  deserted 
his  country  in  the  hour  of  peril,  and  levelled  his  guns  against  the  flag  which  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  defended.  The  possession  of  Mobile  bay,  which  you  have 
acquired,  will  close  the  illicit  traffic  which  has  been  carried  on  by  running  the 
blockade  in  that  part  of  the  (lulf,  and  gives  point  and  value  to  the  success  you 
have  achieved. 

(Ireat  results  in  war  are  seldom  obtained  without  great  risks,  and  it  was  not 
cxpecti'd  that  the  possession  of  the  harbor  of  Mobile  would  be  secured  without 
disaster.  The?  loss  of  the  gallant  Craven  and  his  brave  companions,  with  the 
Tecumseh,  (a  vessel  that  was  invulnerable  to  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan.)  by  a 
concealed  torpedo,  was  a  casualty  against  whieh  no  human  for(?sight  could  guard. 
While  t!ie  nation  awards  cheerful  honors  to  the  living,  she  will  ever  hold  in 
grateful  remembrance  the  memory  of  the  gallant  and  lamented  dead,  who  perilled 
their  lives  for  their  country  and  died  in  her  cause. 
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To  you  and  the  brave  officers  and  sailors  of  your  squadron,  who  participated 
in  this  great  achievement,  the  department  tenders  its  thanks  and  those  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  country. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

GIDEON  WELLES. 
Secretary  of  the  Nary. 
Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Farragiit, 

ConCig  WeH  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  Mobile  bay. 


Despatch  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  acknowledging  receipt  of  departmtnVi 

congratulatory  letter. 

No.  392.]  Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Mobile  Bay,  September  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commuDication  of 
the  15th  ultimo,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  depart- 
ment and  the  government  at  the  successiiil  entrance  into  Mobile  bay  by  the  fleet 
under  my  command,  and  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  iron-clada  of  the 
enemy  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Buchanan. 

He,  though  a  rebel  and  a  traitor  to  the  government  that  had  raised  and  edu- 
cated him,  had  always  been  considered  one  of  its  ablest  officers,  and  no  one  knew 
him  better  or  appreciated  his  capacity  more  highly  than  myself,  and,  I  may  add. 
felt  more  proud  of  overcoming  him  in  such  a  contest,  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
to  prove  to  the  world  that  ramming  and  sinking  a  helpless  frigate  at  her  anchor 
is  a  very  different  affair  from  ramming  steamers  when  handled  by  officers  of  good 
capacity. 

In  this  engagement  the  Tennessee  ran  at  our  entire  lino  of  fourteen  vessehi 
and  yet  never  succeeded  in  striking  one,  but,  on  the  contrary,  she  was  herself 
struck  in  succession  by  the  Monongahela,  the  Ijackawanna,  the  Haxtford,  and 
the  Ossipee.  All  the  injuries  she  inflicted  were  with  her  guns.  As  a  ram  she 
did  us  no  harm  whatever. 

The  department  will  please  accept  my  thanks  for  its  congratulatory  letter.  I 
have  directed  it  to  be  read  at  muster  on  all  the  ships  in  my  squadron,  and  I  know 
well  that  it  will  be  as  gratefully  appreciated  by  every  officer  and  man  in  thi^ 
fleet  as  it  is  by, 

V^ry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT. 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


SITKREXDER  OF  FORT  POWELL. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut. 

Flag-Ship  Hartfoud,  West  Gulf  Blockading  SauADBONt 

Mobile  Bay,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  Fort  FowcU  was  evacu- 
ated on  the  night  of  the  fifth  instant.  The  rebels  blew  up  much  of  the  fort, 
but  we  took  aU  of  the  guns,  and  those  of  the  best  quality,  a  list  of  which  inll 
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bo  forwarded.  Wo  took  some  covered  bargos  also  from  Fort  Powell  aud  Cedar 
Poiatt  which  do  us  good  service  as  a  workshop.  The  fleet  engineer  and  fleet 
paymaster  came  in  the  Stockdale,  with  iron,  &c.,  for  the  repairs  of  our  vessel. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  sixth  the  Chickasaw  went  down  and  shelled  Fort 
Gaines,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  I  received  a  communication  from 
Colonel  Anderson,  commanding  the  fort,  offering  to  surrender  to  the  fleet,  asking 
the  best  conditions.  I  immediately  sent  for  General  Granger,  and  in  the  even- 
ing had  Colonel  Anderson  and  Major  Browne  on  board,  and  the  agreement  was 
signed  by  all  parties. 

At  seven  a.  m.,  August  8,  Fleet  Captain  Drayton,  on  the  part  of  the 
navy,  and  Colonel  Myer,  on  the  part  of  the  army,  proceeded  to  the  fort  to 
carry  out  the  stipulations  of  the  agreement,  and  at  forty-five  minutes  past 
nine  the  fort  surrendered,  and  the  stars  and  stripes  were  hoisted  on  the  staff  amid 
the  cheers  of  the  fleet.  Enclosed  herewith  are  copies  of  the  letters  of  Colonel 
Anderson  and  the  reply  of  General  Granger  and  myself,  marked  Nos.  1  and  2» 
respectively. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rcar-AdmiraU  Commanding  TV,  G.  B.  Squadron. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Anderson  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut, 

IIbadciuartebs,  Fobt  Gaines,  August  7,  1S64. 

To  Admibal  Farkaout, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  off  Dauphin  Island: 

Feeling  my  inability  to  maintain  my  present  position  longer  than  you  may 
see  fit  to  open  upon  me  with  the  fleet,  and  feeling  also  the  uselessness  of  entail* 
ing  upon  ourselves  further  destruction  of  life,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  the 
anrrcndcr  of  fort  Gaines,  its  garrison,  stores,  &c. 

I  trust  to  your  magnanimity  for  obtaining  honorable  terms,  which  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  transmit  to  me,  and  allow  me  sufficient  time  to  consider 
them  and  return  an  answer. 

This  communication  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Major  W.  R.  Browne. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  D.  ANDERSON, 
Colonel,  Cofnmandin^, 


Joint  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  and  Major  General  Granger  to 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Mobile  Bay,  August  7.  1864. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  proposal  made  in  your  letter  of  this  morning  for 
the  surrender  of  Fort  Gaines,  I  have  to  say  that,  after  communicating  with  Gen- 
eral Granger,  in  command  of  our  forces  on  Dauphin  island,  the  only  offers  we 
can  make  are — 

First.  The  unconditional  surrender  of  yourself  and  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Gaines,  with  all  of  the  public  property  within  its  limits. 

Seeond.  The  treatment  which  is  in  conformity  with  the  custom  of  the  most 
eiyflized  nations  towards  prisoners  of  war. 
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Third.  Private  property,  with  the  exception  of  arms,  will  be  respected. 
This  communication  will  be  handed  you  by  Fleet  Captain  P.  Drayton  ani 
Colonel  Mayer  of  the  United  States  army,  who  fully  understand  the  views  of  Gen- 
eral Granger  and  myself. 

Very  rcspectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Rear-Admiral. 
G.  GRANGER, 
Major  General  United  States  Army. 
Colonel  C.  D.  Anderson. 

Commanding  Fort  Gaines, 


ATTACK  ON  THE  DEFENCES  OF  MOBILE. 
Detailed  report  fjf  Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  department,  on  the  eyening  of  the  Sfk 
instant,  a  report  of  my  entree  into  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  anl 
which,  though  brief,  contained  all  the  principal  facts  of  the  attack. 

Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  life,  particularly  on  this  ship,  and  the  terrifak 
disaster  to  the  Tecumsch,  the  result  of  the  fight  was  a  glorious  victory,  and  I 
have  reason  to  feel  proud  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  Bqnadron 
under  my  command,  for  it  has  never  fallen  to  the  lot  of  an  officer  to  be  taus  sit- 
uated and  thus  sustained.  Regular  discipline  will  bring  men  to  any  amoont  of 
endurance,  but  tluTC  is  a  natural  fear  of  hidden  dan<2:er8,  particularly  when  so 
awfully  dcdtructive  of  human  life  as  the  torpedo,  which  requires  more  than  dis- 
cipline to  overcome. 

Preliminary  to  a  report  of  the  action  of  the  fifth,  I  desiro  to  call  the  attentioii 
of  the  department  to  the  previous  steps  taken  in  consultation  with  Genesak 
Ganby  andCirangor.  On  the  8th  of  July  I  had  an  interview  with  these  offi- 
cers on  board  the  Hartford,  on  tlie  subject  of  an  attack  upon  Forts  Moigan  and 
Gaines,  at  which  it  was  agreed  that  (reneral  Ganby  would  send  all  the  troops  he 
could  spare  to  co-operate  with  the  fleet.  Gircnmstanccs  soon  obliged  GoMSiil 
Ganby  to  inform  me  that  he  could  not  despatch  a  sufficient  number  to  invest  both 
forts,  and,  in  re))ly,  I  suggested  that  Gaines  should  be  the  first  invested,  engaging 
to  have  a  force  in  the  sound  ready  to  protect  the  landing  of  the  army  on  Daaphin 
inland,  in  the  roar  of  that  fort,  and  I  assigned  Lieutenant  Commander  De  Knft« 
of  the  Goiiemaugh,  to  that  duty. 

On  the  1st  instant  General  Granger  visited  me  again  on  the  Hartford.  In 
the  mean  time  the  Tecumseh  had  arrived  at  Pensacola,  and  Captain  Craven  had 
inforiiiod  me  that  he  would  be  ready  in  four  days  for  any  service.  We  thezefim 
fixed  upon  the  fourth  of  August  as  the  day  for  the  landing  of  the  troops  sad 
my  entrance  into  the  l)ay,  but  owing  to  delays  mentioned  in  Captain  Jenkiw's 
communication  to  me  the  Tecumsch  was  not  ready.  General  Granger,  however, 
to  my  mortification,  was  up  to  time,  and  the  troops  actually  landed  on  Danplon 
island. 

As  sub<»eqnent  events  proved,  the  delay  turned  to  our  advantage,  as  the  rebeb 
were  busily  engaged  during  the  4th  in  throwing  troops  and  supplies  into  Fort 
Gaines,  all  of  which  wero  captured  a  few  days  afterwjird. 

The  Tecumseh  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  fourth,  and  everything  bdng 
propitious,  1  proceeded  to  the  attack  on  the  following  morning. 

Ah  mentioned  in  my  previous  despatch,  the  vessels  outside  the  bar,  whkh 
were  designed  to  participate  in  the  engngcment,  were  all  under  way  bjr  forly  nun- 
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ntM  past  five  in  the  morning,  in  the  following  order,  two  abreast,  and  lashed  to- 
gether :  Brooklyn,  Captain  James  Alden,  with  the  Octorara,  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander C.  H.  Green,  on  the  port  side ;  Hartford,  Captain  Perciral  Drayton,  with 
the  Metacomet,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  £.  Jouett ;  Richmond,  Captain  T.  A. 
Jenkins,  with  the  Port  Boyal,  Lieutenant  Commander  B.  Gherardi ;  Lackawan- 
na, Captain  J.  B.  Marchand,  with  the  Seminole,  Commander  £.  Donaldson; 
Monougahela,  Commander  J.  H.  Strong,  with  the  Kennebec,  Lientenaut  Com- 
mander W.  P.  McCann ;  Ossipce,  Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy,  with  the  Itasca, 
Lieutenant  Commander  George  Brown ;  Oneida,  Commander  J.  R.  M.  MuUany, 
with  the  Galena,  Lientenaut  Commander  C.  H.  Wells*  The  iron-clads — 
Tecumseh,  Commander  T.  A.  M.  Craren ;  the  Mauhattan,  Commander  J.  W.  A. 
Nicholson ;  the  Winnebago,  Commander  T.  H.  Stcrens  ;  and  the  Chickasaw, 
Lieutenant  Commander  G.  II.  Perkins — ^were  already  inside  the  bar,  and  had 
been  ordered  to  take  up  their  positions  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  wooden 
■hips,  or  between  them  and  Fort  Morgan,  for  the  double  purpose  of  keeping 
down  the  fire  from  the  water  battery  and  the  parapet  guns  of  the  fort,  as  well 
MB  to  attack  the  ram  Tennessee  as  soon  as  the  fort  was  passed. 

It  was  only  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  captains  and  commanding  officers 
that  1  yielded  to  the  Brooklyn  being  the  leading  ship  of  the  line,  as  she  had  four 
duwe  guns  and  an  ingenious  arrangement  for  picking  up  torpedoes,  and  because, 
io  their  judgment,  the  flag-ship  ought  not  to  be  too  much  exposed.  This  I  belieye 
to  be  an  error;  for,  apart  from  the  fact  that  exposure  is  one  of  the  penalties  of 
imnk  in  the  nayy,  it  will  always  be  the  aim  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  the  flag-ship, 
and,  as  will  appear  in  the  sequel,  such  attempt  was  yery  persistently  made,  but 
Providence  dia  not  permit  it  to  be  successful. 

The  attacking  fleet  steamed  steadily  up  the  main  ship-channel,  the  Tecumseh 
firing  the  first  shot  at  forty-seven  minutes  past  six  o'clock.  At  six  minutes  past 
aeven  the  fort  opened  upon  us,  and  was  replied  to  by  a  gun  irom  the  Brooklyn, 
and  immediately  af^er  the  action  beaime  general. 

It  was  soon  apparent  that  there  was  some  difficulty  ahead.  The  Brooklyn, 
tor  some  cause  which  I  did  not  then  clearly  understand,  but  which  has  since  been 
explained  by  Captain  Alden  in  his  report,  arrested  the  advance  of  the  whole  fleet, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  guns  of  the  fort  were  playing  with  great  effect  upon 
that  vessel  and  the  Hartford.  A  moment  after  I  saw  the  Tecumseh,  struck  by 
a  torpedo,  disappear  almost  instantaneously  beneath  the  waves,  canying  with 
her  her  gallant  commander  and  nearly  all  her  crew.  I  determined  at  once,  as  I 
had  originally  intended,  to  take  the  lead ;  and  after  ordering  the  Metacomet  to 
send  a  boat  to  save,  if  possible,  any  of  the  perishing  crew,  I  dashed  ahead  with 
the  Hartford,  and  the  ships  follf>wed  on,  their  officers  believing  that  they  were 
going  to  a  noble  death  with  their  commander-in-chief. 

I  steamed  through  between  the  buoys,  where  the  torpedoes  were  supposed  to 
have  been  sunk.  These  buoys  had  been  previously  examined  by  my  flag-lieu- 
tenant, J.  Crittenden  Watson,  in  several  nightly  reconnoissances.  Though  he 
had  not  been  able  to  discover  the  sunken  torpedoes,  yet  we  had  been  assured  by 
refugees,  deserters,  and  othei-s,  of  their  existence,  but  believing  that,  from  their 
having  been  some  time  in  the  water  they  were  probably  innocuous,  I  deteimined 
to  take  the  cliance  of  their  explosion. 

From  the  moment  I  turned  to  the  northwestward,  to  clear  the  middle  ground, 
we  were  enabled  to  keep  such  a  broadside  fire  upon  the  batteries  of  Fort  Mor- 
gan that  their  guns  did  us  comparatively  little  injury. 

Ju:>t  after  we  passed  the  fort,  which  was  about  ten  minutes  before  eight 
o'clock,  the  ram  Tennessee  dashed  out  at  this  ship,  as  had  been  expectc^l,  and 
in  anticipation  of  which  I  had  ordered  the  monitors  on  our  starboard  side.  I 
took  no  iurther  notice  of  her  than  to  return  her  fire. 

The  rebel  gunboats  Morgan,  Gaines,  and  Selma  were  ahead,  and  the  latter 

26  N 
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particularly  annoyed  ns  with  a  raking  fire,  which  onr  gans  could  not  reton. 
At  two  minutes  after  eight  o'clock  I  ordered  the  Metacomet  to  cast  off  and  go 
in  pursuit  of  the  Selma.  Captain  Jouett  was  after  her  in  a  moment,  and  in  as 
hour's  time  he  had  her  as  a  prize.  She  was  commanded  by  P.  V.  Murphy,  fiv- 
merly  of  the  United  States  navy.  He  was  wounded  in  the  wrist*  his  execntive 
officer,  Lieutenant  Gomstock,  and  eight  of  the  crew,  killed,  and  seven  or  eight 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Commander  Jouett's  conduct  daring  the  whole  affior 
commands  my  warmest  commendations.  The  Morgan  and  Gtaines  succeeded 
in  escaping  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  which  would  hare 
been  prevented  had  the  other  gunboats  been  as  prompt  in  their  movementB  as 
the  Metacomet ;  the  want  of  pilots,  however,  I  believe,  was  the  principal  diffi- 
culty. The  Gaines  was  so  injured  by  our  fire  that  she  had  to  be  run  ashoR^ 
where  she  was  subsequently  destroyed,  but  the  Morgan  escaped  to  Mobile  div- 
ingthe  night,  though  she  was  chased  and  fired  upon  by  onr  cmisers. 

Having  passed  the  forts  and  dispersed  the  enemy's  gunboats,  I  had  ordered 
most  of  the  vessels  to  anchor,  when  I  perceived  the  ram  Tennessee  standing  np 
for  this  ship.  This  was  at  forty-five  minutes  past  eight.  I  was  not  long  is 
comprehending  his  intentions  to  be  the  destruction  of  the  flag-ship.  The  mooi- 
tors,  and  such  of  the  wooden  vessels  as  I  thought  best  adapted  for  the  pniposSk 
were  immediately  ordered  to  attack  the  ram,  not  only  with  their  guns,  but  Dows 
on  at  full  speed,  and  then  began  one  of  the  fiercest  naval  combats  on  record. 

The  Monongahcla,  Commander  Strong,  was  the  first  vessel  that  stmck  her, 
and  in  doing  so  carried  away  his  own  iron  prow,  together  with  the  cutwater, 
without  apparently  doing  her  adversary  much  injury.  The  Lackawanna*  Cap- 
tain Marchand,  was  the  uext  vessel  to  strike  her,  which  she  did  at  full  speea; 
but  though  her  stem  was  cut  and  crushed  to  the  plank  ends  for  the  distance  of 
three  feet  above  the  water's  edge  to  five  feet  below,  the  only  perceptible  eflEect 
on  the  ram  was  to  give  her  a  heavy  list. 

The  Hartford  was  the  third  vessel  which  struck  her,  but,  as  the  Tennessee 
quickly  shifted  her  helm,  the  blow  was  a  glancing  one,  and,  as  she  rasped  aloag 
our  side,  we  poured  our  whole  port  broadside  of  nine-inch  solid  shot  within  tea 
feet  of  her  casement. 

The  monitors  worked  slowly,  but  delivered  their  fire  as  opportunity  offered. 
The  Chickasaw  succeeded  in  getting  under  her  stem,  and  a  fifteen-inch  shot 
from  the  Manhattan  broke  through  her  iron  plating  and  heavy  wooden  backings 
though  the  missile  itself  did  not  enter  the  vessel. 

lui mediately  after  the  collision  with  the  flag-ship,  I  directed  Captain  Dray- 
ton to  b(^nr  down  for  the  ram  again.  He  was  doing  so  at  full  speea  when,  na- 
fortunatcly,  the  liackawanna  run  into  the  Hartford  just  forward  of  the  misien- 
mast,  cutting  her  down  to  within  two  feet  of  the  water's  edge.  We  soon  got 
clear  again,  however,  and  were  fast  approaching  our  adversary,  when  she  strnek 
her  colors  and  run  up  the  white  flag. 

She  was  at  this  time  sore  beset ;  the  Chickasaw  was  pounding  away  at  her 
stern,  the  Ossipee  was  approaching  her  at  full  speed,  and  the  Monongahebt 
Lackawanna,  and  this  ship  were  bearing  down  upon  her,  determined  upon  her 
destruction.  Her  smoke-stack  had  been  shot  away,  her  steering  chains  were 
gone,  compelling  a  resort  to  her  relieving  tackles,  and  several  of  her  port  shut- 
ters were  jammed.  Indeed,  from  the  time  the  Hartford  struck  herp  until  her 
surrender,  she  never  fired  a  gun.  As  tlie  Ossipee,  Commander  Le  Boy,  was 
about  to  strike  her,  she  hoisted  the  white  flag,  and  that  vessel  immediately 
stopped  her  engine,  though  not  in  time  to  avoid  a  glancing  blow. 

During  this  contest  with  the  rebel  gunboats  and  the  ram  Tennefl8ee»  aid 
which  ti'rminatcd  by  her  surrender  at  ten  o'clock,  we  lost  many  more  men 
from  the  fire  of  the  batteries  of  Fort  Morgan. 

Admiral  Buchanan  was  wounded  in  the  1^ ;  two  or  three  of  his  men 
killed,  and  five  or  six  wounded.    Commander  Johnston,  formerly  of  tbe  Unilsd 
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States  naTj,  was  in  command  of  the  Tennessee,  and  came  on  board  the  flag- 
ship, to  surrender  his  sword,  and  that  of  Admiral  Buchanan.  The  surgeon, 
Doctor  Conrad,  came  with  him,  stated  the  condition  of  the  admiral,  and  wished 
to  know  what  was  to  be  done  with  him.  Fleet  Surgeon  Palmer,  who  was  on 
board  the  Hartford  during  the  action,  commiserating  the  sufferings  of  the 
woiinded,  suggested  that  those  of  both  sides  be  sent  to  Pensacola,  where  thej 
could  be  properly  cared  for.  I  therefore  addressed  a  note  to  Brigadior-Geueral 
S.  L.  Page,  commanding  Fort  Morgan,  informing  him  that  Admiral  Buchanan 
and  others  of  the  Tennessee  had  been  wounded,  and  desiring  to  know  whether 
he  would  permit  one  of  our  vessels,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  to  convey  them,  with 
or  without  our  wounded,  to  Pensacola,  on  the  understanding  that  the  vessel 
should  ttikc  out  none  but  the  wounded,  and  bring  nothing  back  that  she  did  not 
take  out.     This  was  acceded  to  by  General  Page,  and  the  Metacomet  proceeded 

00  this  mistaion  of  humanity. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  correspondence  with  that  officer,  (marked  numbers,  one, 
two,  three,  and  four.)  I  forward  also  the  reports  (marked  numbers  five,  six, 
seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen,  sixteen,  seven- 
teen, eighteen,  nineteen,  twenty,  and  tuventy-one)  of  the  commanding  officers  of 
the  vessels  who  participated  in  the  action,  and  who  will  no  doubt  call  attention 
to  the  conduct  of  such  individuals  as  most  distinguished  themselves. 

As  I  had  an  elevated  position  in  the  main  rigging  near  the  top,  I  was  able 
to  overlook  not  only  the  deck  of  the  Hartford,  but  the  other  vessels  of  the  fleet. 

1  witnessed  the  terrible  effects  of  the  enemy's  shot,  and  the  good  conduct  of  the 
men  at  their  guni«,  and  although  no  doubt  their  hearts  sickened,  as  mine  did, 
when  their  nhipmates  were  fltruck  down  beside  them,  yet  there  was  not  a  mo- 
ment's hesitation  to  lay  their  comrades  aside,  and  spring  again  to  their  deadly 
work. 

Our  little  consort,  the  ]Metacomct,  was  also  under  my  immediate  eye  during 
the  whole  action  up  to  the  moment  I  ordered  her  to  cast  off  in  pursuit  of  the 
Selma.  The  coolneps  and  promptness  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Jouett  through- 
oat  merit  high  praise;  his  whole  conduct  was  worthy  of  his  reputation. 

In  this  connexion  I  mut<t  not  omit  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to 
the  conduct  of  Acting  Knsign  Henry  C.  Nields,  of  the  Metacomet,  who  had 
charge  of  the  boat  sent  from  that  vessel  when  the  Tecumseh  sunk.  He  took 
her  in  under  one  of  the  most  galling  fires  I  ever  saw,  and  succeeded  in  rescuing 
from  death  ten  of  her  crew,  within  six  hundred  yiirds  of  the  fort.  I  would 
rcs|HH:tfully  recommend  his  advancement.  The  commanding  officers  of  all  the 
vessels  who  took  part  in  the  action  deserve  my  warmest  commendations,  not 
only  for  the  untiring  zeal  with  which  they  had  prepared  their  ships  for  the  con- 
test, but  for  their  skill  and  daring  in  canying  out  my  orders  during  the  engage- 
ment. With  the  exception  of  the  momentary  arrest  of  the  fleet  when  the  Hart- 
ford passed  aliead,  and  to  which  I  have  already  adverted,  the  order  of  battle 
wa«  pre^ervrd.  and  the  ghipa  followed  each  other  in  close  order  past  the  batteries 
of  Fort  Morgiin,  and  in  comparative  safety  too,  with  the  exception  of  the  Oneida. 
Her  boilers  wi-re  penetmted  by  a  nhot  from  the  fort,  which  completely  disabled 
her,  but  her  e<»ni*ort,  the  Galena,  firmly  fastened  to  her  side,  brought  her  wifely 
through,  nhowiiig  clearly  the  wi»«doni  of  the  precaution  of  carrying  the  ve»:<el3 
in  two  aiireant.  Connnander  ^hillany,  who  had  solicited  eagerly  to  take  part  in 
the  action,  war*  neverely  woun<le<l,  losing  hid  left  arm. 

In  the  encounter  with  the  ram  the  commanding  officers  obeyed  with  alacrity 
the  order  to  run  her  down,  and  without  hesitation  expofled  their  ehips  to  destnic- 
tion  to  destroy  the  enemy. 

Our  in>n-<'ladH,  from  their  frlow  speed  and  bad  steering,  had  pome  difficultv 
in  getting  into  and  maintaining  their  position  in  line  as  we  passed  the  fort,  ana* 
in  the  subset pient  encounter  with  the  Tennessee,  from  the  same  caufleu  were  not 
MB  effective  as  could  have  been  desired,  but  I  cannot  give  too  much  praise  to 
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Lieutenant  Commander  Perkins^  who,  though  he  had  orders  from  the  depart- 
ment to  return  north,  volunteered  to  take  command  of  the  Chickasaw,  ana  did 
his  duty  nobly. 

The  Winnebago  was  commanded  by  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens,  who  volun- 
teered for  that  position.  His  vessel  steers  very  badly,  and  neither  of  his  turreti 
will  work,  which  compelled  him  to  turn  his  vessel  every  time  to  get  a  shot,  so 
that  he  could  not  fire  very  often,  but  he  did  the  best  under  the  circumstancei. 

The  Manhattan  appeared  to  work  well,  though  she  moved  slowly.  Com* 
mander  Nicholson  delivered  his  fire  deliberately,  and,  as  before  stated,  with  one 
of  his  fifteen-inch  shot  broke  through  the  armor  of  the  Tennessee,  with  iti 
wooden  backing,  though  the  shot  itself  did  not  enter  the  vessel.  No  other  ehot 
broke  through  the  armor,  though  many  of  her  plates  were  started,  and  sevenl 
of  her  port-shutters  jammed  by  the  fire  from  the  different  ships. 

The  Ilartford,  my  flag-ship,  was  commanded  by  Captain  Percival  Drayton, 
who  exhibited  throughout  that  coolness  and  ability  for  which  he  has  been  long 
known  to  his  brother  officers.  But  I  must  spes^  of  that  officer  in  a  doubk 
capacity.  lie  is  the  fleet-captain  of  my  squadron,  and  one  of  more  determined 
energy,  untiring  devotion  to  duty,  and  zeal  for  the  service,  tempered  by  great 
calmness,  I  do  not  think  adorns  any  navy.  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to 
this  officer,  though  well  aware  that  in  thus  speaking  of  his  high  qualities  I  am 
only  communicating  officially  to  the  department  that  which  it  knew  full  well 
before.  To  him,  and  to  my  staff  in  their  respective  positions,  I  am  indebted 
for  the  detail  of  my  fleet. 

Lieutenant  J.  Crittenden  Watson,  my  flag-lieutenant,  has  been  brought  to 
your  notice  in  former  despatches.  During  the  action  he  was  on  the  poop 
attending  to  the  signals,  and  performed  his  duties,  as  might  be  expectedi 
thoroughly.  He  is  a  scion  worthy  the  noble  stock  he  sprang  from,  and  I  com- 
mend him  to  your  attention. 

My  secretary,  Mr.  McKinley,  and  Acting  Ensign  H.  H.  Brownell,  were  also 
on  the  poop,  the  latter  taking  notes  of  the  action,  a  duty  which  he  performed 
with  coolness  and  accuracy. 

Two  other  acting  ensigns  of  my  staff,  Mr.  Bogart  and  Mr.  Hoginbotham, 
were  on  duty  in  the  powder  division,  and,  as  the  reports  will  show,  exhibited 
zeal  and  ability.  The  latter,  I  regret  to  add,  was  severely  wounded  by  a 
raking  shot  from  the  Tennessee  when  we  collided  with  that  vessel,  and  died  a 
few  hours  after.  Mr.  Heginbotham  was  a  young  married  man,  and  has  left  a 
widow  and  one  child,  whom  I  commend  to  the  kindness  of  the  department. 

Lieutenant  A.  li.  Yates,  of  the  Augusta,  act()d  as  an  additional  aid  to  me  on 
board  the  Hartford,  and  was  very  efficient  in  the  transmission  of  orders.  I  have 
given  him  the  command  temporarily  of  the  captured  steamer  Selma. 

The  last  of  my  staff,  and  to  whom  I  woulcl  call  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment, is  not  the  least  in  importance.  I  mean  Pilot  Martin  Freeman.  He  has 
been  my  groat  reliance  in  all  difficulties  in  his  line  of  duty.  .  During  the  action 
he  was  in  the  main-top  piloting  the  ships  into  the  bay.  He  was  cool  and  brave 
throughout,  never  losing  his  self-possession.  This  man  was  captured  early  in 
the  war  in  a  fine  fishing-smack  which  he  owned,  and  though  he  protested  that 
he  had  no  interest  in  the  war,  and  only  asked  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  for  the 
fleet,  yet  his  services  were  too  valuable  to  the  captors  as  a  pilot  not  to  be  secured. 
He  was  appointed  a  first-class  pilot,  and  has  served  us  with  zeal  and  fidelity, 
and  has  lost  his  vessel,  which  went  to  pieces  on  Ship  island.  I  commend  hnn 
to  the  department. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  refer  to  several  officers  who  volunteered  to  take  any 
situation  where  they  might  be  useful,  some  of  whom  were  on  their  way  north* 
either  by  orders  of  the  department  or  condemned  by  medical  survey.  The  re- 
ports of  the  different  commanders  will  show  how  they  conducted  thenuelTes. 
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I  bare  already  mentioned  Lieutenant  Commander  Perkins  of  the  Chickasaw, 
and  Limitenant  Yates  of  the  Augusta.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William 
Hamilton,  late  cemmanding  officer  of  the  Augusta  Dinsmore,  had  been  invalided 
by  medical  surrey,  but  he  eagerly  offered  his  services  on  board  the  iron-clad 
Chickasaw,  having  had  much  experience  in  our  monitors.  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  P.  Giraud,  another  experienced  officer  in  iron-clads,  asked  to  go  in 
on  one  of  these  vessels,  but  as  they  were  all  well  supplied  with  officers,  I  per- 
mitted him  to  go  in  on  the  Ossipee,  under  Commander  Le  Roy.  After  the 
action  he  was  given  temporary  charge  of  the  ram  Tennessee. 

Before  closing  this  report,  there  is  one  other  officer  of  my  squadron  of  whom  I 
feel  bound  to  apeak.  Captain  T.  A.  Jenkins,  of  the  Richmond,  who  was  formerly 
my  chief  of  staff,  not  because  of  his  having  held  that  position,  but  because  he 
never  forgets  to  do  his  duty  to  the  government,  and  takes  now  the  same  interest 
in  the  fleet  as  when  he  stood  in  that  relation  to  me.  He  is  also  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  second  division  of  my  squadron,  and,  as  such,  has  shown 
ability  and  the  most  untiring  zeal.  He  carries  out  the  spirit  of  one  of  Lord 
Colliiigwood's  best  sayings:  ''Not  to  be  afraid  of  doing  too  much;  those  who 
are,  seldom  do  as  much  they  ought."  When  in  Pensacola  he  spent  days  on  the 
bar  placing  the  buoys  in  the  best  position,  was  always  looking  after  the  inter- 
ests of  the  service,  and  keeping  the  vessels  from  being  detained  one  moment 
longer  in  port  than  was  necessary.  The  gallant  Craven  told  me  only  the  night 
before  the  action  in  which  he  lost  his  life :  **  I  regret,  admiral,  that  I  have  de- 
tained you ;  but  had  it  not  been  for  Captain  Jenkins,  God  knows  when  I  should 
have  been  here.     When  your  order  came  I  had  not  received  an  ounce  of  coal." 

I  feel  I  should  not  be  doing  my  duty  did  I  not  call  the  attention  of  the  de- 
partment to  an  officer  who  has  performed  all  his  various  duties  with  so  much 
seal  and  fidelity. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Commanding  TV.  G.  Blockading  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  oftke  Navy. 

I  enclose  herewith  my  General  Orders,  Nos.  10  and  12,  f marked  twenty-two 
and  twenty-three,)  issued  before  the  action,  and  General  Orders,  Nos.  12  and 
13,  (marked  twenty -four  and  twenty-five,)  issued  after  the  engagement. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  to  Brigadier  General  R.  L.  Page. 

Flao-Ship  Hartford,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  Admiral  Buchanan  is  severely  wounded,  having  lost  his  leg.  There 
are,  in  addition,  four  or  five  others  of  the  crew  of  the  Tennessee  who  require 
more  comfortable  quarters  than  we  can  give  them  in  the  fleet.  Will  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Fort  Morgan  permit  a  vessel  to  take  them  to  our  hospital  at 
Pensacola,  with  or  without  our  own  wounded? — the  understanding  bein^  that 
the  flag-of-truce  vessel  takes  nothing  whatever  but  the  wounded,  and  brings 
nothing  back  that  she  did  not  take  out,  and  my  honor  is  given  for  the  above 
time. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Bear-Admiralf  Commanding  W.  G.  B,  Squadron. 

Brigadier  General  R.  L.  Page, 

Commanding  Fort  Morgan. 
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Letter  from  Brigadier  General  R.  L,  Page  to  Reur'Admiral  JD.  G,  Farragut, 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  D.  G.» 

Fort  Morgant  Alabama^  August  5,  1864. 

Sir:  Your  comznnniGation  of  this  date  is  recdved.  I  am  much  obliged  for 
the  information  regarding  Admiral  Buchanan. 

Your  request  relative  to  tLe  wounded  of  the  Tennesseey  and  also  those  of 
your  own  command,  being  taken  to  Pensacola,  will  be  permitted  imder  a  flag  of 
truce,  and  to  return  on  the  conditions  you  propose. 

I  would  be  glad  if  Admiral  Buchanan,  haying  lost  a  leg»  be  permitted,  mider 
parole,  to  go  to  Mobile,  where  he  can  receive  earlier  and  more  prompt  attendoD. 
If  the  latter  request  is  granted  please  inform  me,  and  I  will  have  a  boat  from 
town  to  take  him  up. 

Very  respectfully, 

K.  li.  PAGE* 
Brigadier  Creneralf  Commandimg. 
Bear- Admiral  David  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  to  Brigadier  General  R*  Zt,  Page, 

Flag-Ship  Hartfoed» 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  note  of  this  date,  I  would  say  that  it  is  altogether  oat 
of  the  question  that  I  should  permit  Admiral  Buehanan  to  be  sent  to  Mobile, 
but  I  will  send  him  to  Pensacola,  where  he  will  receive  the  same  comforts  as  onr 
own  wounded,  which  I  apprehend  are  as  good  as  they  could  be  at  MobOe. 

It  was  simply  as  an  act  of  humanity  that  I  made  the  propasitioB  I  did  to-day. 
I  would  bo  glad  to  bury  my  dead  on  shore ;  but  if  there  is  any  objectioii  to  it, 
they  can  have  a  sailor's  grave  in  the  deep,  honored  by  the  heartfelt  aighs  of 
their  shipmates. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  FARKA6UT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding. 
Brigadier  General  R.  L.  Page, 

Commanding  Fort  Morgan. 


Letter  from  Brigadier  General  R.  L.  Page  to  Rear-Admiral  D.  G,  FatrriMgui. 

Fort  Morgan,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  fifth  received.  There  is  no  objectioii  to  your  bnryiag 
your  dead  on  shore.  When  they  arrive  near  the  wharf  heae,  a  point  wiu  be 
designated  for  the  burial. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  L.  PAGE, 
Brigadier  General  C.  &  A. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Fabragut, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Naval  Forces,  Mobile  Bay, 
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Report  of  Captain  Percival  Drayton. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6, 1864. 

SlB:  I  bare  the  honor  to  offer  the  following  report  of  the  part  which  this 
yeesel  took  in  the  action  of  yesterday : 

According  to  previous  arrangement,  the  Metacomet  lashed  alongside  of  us  at 
half  past  four  a.  m.,  and  at  half  past  five  we  got  under  way,  following  the 
Brooklyn,  which  led  the  line.  After  some  little  delay,  which  was  required  to 
allow  of  all  the  vessels  getting  into  position,  we  moved  on  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Morgan,  which  opened  on  us  at  ahout  two  miles  distance  at  six  minutes 
past  seven.  The  enemy's  fire  was  at  once  answered  hy  our  bow  hundred- 
pounder  rifle,  the  only  gun  that  could  be  brought  to  bear,  until  about  half  past 
seven,  when  we  commenced  firing  the  broadside  guns  with  great  rapidity, 
which  was  continued  as  long  as  they  could  be  of  use.  About  thirty-five  min 
utes  past  seven  I  heard  the  cry  that  a  monitor  was  sinking,  and  looking  on 
the  starboard  bow,  saw  the  turret  of  the  Tecumseh  just  disappearing  under  the 
water,  where  an  instant  before  I  had  seen  this  noble  vessel  pushing  on  gallantly 
in  a  straight  line  to  attack  the  enemy's  ram  Tennessee,  which  had  apparently 
moved  out  to  give  her  an  opportunity. 

As  our  boats  could  not  be  lowered,  by  your  direction  one  was  sent  which 
was  towing  astern  of  the  Metacomet,  the  vessel  lashed  to  us. 

The  rapidity  of  our  fire,  together  with  the  smoke,  so  completely  disordered 
the  enemy's  aim  that  we  passed  the  fort  with  no  great  injury  or  loss  of  life,  a 
shell  which  came  through  the  side  and  exploded  a  little  abaft  the  mainmast, 
kflling  and  wounding  a  large  portion  of  number  seven  gun's  crew,  being  the 
only  one  that  caused  much  destruction.  As  we,  however,  were  getting  by  the 
shore  batteries,  we  came  directly  under  the  fire  of  the  gunboats  Selma,  Morgan, 
and  Graines,  and  the  ram  Tennessee^  and  being  only  able  to  direct  our  fire  on 
one  of  them  at  a  time,  the  shots  from  the  others  were  delivered  with  great 
deliberation  and  consequent  effect,  a  single  shot  having  killed  ten  and  wounded 
five  men  at  numbers  one  and  two  guns. 

The  Tennessee  also  followed  us  for  some  distance,  throwing  an  occasional 
shot,  but  finding  that  she  did  not  come  up,  and  we  being  now  a  mile  ahead  of 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet,  she  turned  and  ran  down  to  them,  not  wishing,  I 
suppose,  to  be  entirely  cut  off  from  Fort  Morgan. 

At  this  time,  by  your  order,  the  Metacomet  was  cast  off  and  directed  to  chase 
the  Selma,  which,  keeping  on  our  bow,  had  annoyed  us  excessively  with  her 
three  stem  guns,  which  wc  could  not  answer,  owing  to  our  rifle  gun-carriage 
having  been  destroyed  by  a  shell. 

8he  was  just  sheering  off  as  the  Metacomet  was  loosed  from  us,  and  bcinff 
followed  into  shallow  water  was  overtaken  and  captured  by  the  latter  vessel, 
after  an  exciting  running  fight  of  an  hour. 

The  other  two  gunboats,  the  Morgan  and  Gaineg,  also  got  into  shallow  water, 
and  not  being  followed  by  any  of  our  light-draueht  vessels,  escaped  to  Fort 
Morgan,  where  one  was  run  ashore  and  afterward  burned,  and  the  other,  the 
Morgan,  got  into  Mobile  during  the  night  by  keeping  close  in  shore. 

The  fight  appearing  to  be  now  over,  we  anchor^  and  made  signal  to  the 
fleet  to  do  the  same,  supposing  that  as  the  Tennessee  had  got  under  Fort  Morgan 
she  would  remain  there,  when  a  quarter  of  an  hour  later  it  was  reported  that 
she  had  come  out  and  was  steering  toward  us.  I  could  not,  however,  believe  in 
such  temerity  at  first,  but  its  truth  becoming  soon  evident,  by  your  order  I 
commenced  heaving  up  the  anchor,  and  should  have  slipped  had  it  not  been  for 
the  jamming  of  a  shadde-pin ;  but  the  ship  was  soon  under  way  again,  steering 
for  the  ram,  which  we  struck  with  great  force,  although  not  on  her  beam^  as 
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she  turned  toward  as  as  we  approached.  After  striking  we  dropped  dose  alonp- 
side,  and  delivered  our  broadside  of  solid  nine*inch  shot  with  thirteen  poiUKU 
of  powder,  at  a  distance  of  perhaps  not  more  than  eight  feet  from  her  flioet  aa  I 
believe,  however,  from  subsequent  observation,  without  doing  any  injury.  The 
ram  at  the  time  had  only  two  guns  in  broadside. 

One  missed  fire  several  times,  as  we  could  distinctly  hear ;  the  shell  finom  the 
other  passed  through  our  berth  deck  and  exploded  just  inside,  killing  and 
wounding  a  number  of  men,  and  the  pieces  broke  through  the  spar  and  oerth 
decks,  even  going  through  the  launch  and  into  the  hold  where  were  the 
wounded. 

We  then  stood  off,  and  were  making  another  circuit  to  run  into  the  ram  aganii 
when  in  mid  career  the  Lackawanna  struck  us  a  little  forward  of  the  ndxieii- 
mast,  cutting  us  completely  down  to  within  two  feet  of  the  water.  Thia  caused 
a  detention  of  perhaps  five  minutes  ;  but  finding  that  we  were  not  sinking,  the 
ship  was,  bj  your  order,  pointed  again  for  the  ram,  and  we  were  going  for  her 
at  full  speed,  when  it  was  observed  that  a  white  flag  was  flying. 

This  ended  the  action,  and  at  ten  minutes  past  ten  wo  had  again  anchored  at 
about  four  miles  distant  from  Fort  Morgan.  I  have  now  only  to  speak  of  the 
officers  and  crew. 

To  Lieutenant  Commander  Kimberly,  the  executive  officer,  I  am  indebted, 
not  only  for  the  fine  example  of  coolness  and  self-possession  which  he  aet  feD 
those  around  him,  but  also  for  the  excellent  condition  to  which  he  had  brought 
everything  belonging  to  the  fighting  department  of  the  ship,  in  consequence  of 
which  there  was  no  confusion  anywhere,  even  when,  from  the  terrible  alanghter 
at  some  of  the  gims,  it  might  have  been  looked  for. 

All  did  their  duty,  but  I  cannot  but  mention  Lieutenants  Tyson  and  Adanu 
and  Ensign  Whiting,  to  whose  example  and  exertions  it  was  in  great 
measure  owing,  no  doubt,  that  the  great  loss  of  some  of  the  guns  was  not 
followed  by  confussion  or  delay  in  repiliring  damag^.  Acting  Maater's  Hate 
Tinelli,  who  took  charge  of  the  third  division  after  Lieutenant  Adams  was 
wounded,  is  spoken  of  to  me  very  highly.  Acting  Assistant  Engineer  He- 
Ewan  is  also  strongly  noticed  in  the  report  of  Chief  En^neer  Williamson. 
He  lost  his  right  arm  while  busily  employed  on  the  berth  deck,  where  he  wis 
stationed,  in  assisting  and  comforting  the  wounded.  He  is  spoken  of  by  his 
superiors  as  most  competent  to  fill  the  position  of  third  assistant  engineer  ia 
the  regular  service,  for  which  I  would  beg  you  to  recommend  him  to  the  Hoo. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  last  shell  fired  at  us  (that  from  the  ram)  killed  my  clerk.  Ensign  W. 
H.  Heginbotham.  Although  this  was  the  first  time  he  had  been  in  actloD, 
nothing,  I  am  told,  could  exceed  the  coolness  and  zeal  with  which  he  per- 
formed his  duties  in  the  powder  division,  and  I  feel  his  loss  most  scnonsly,  il 
his  general  intelligence  and  many  amiable  qualities  had  made  him  almost  neeei- 
sary  to  me. 

I  must  also  thank  Lieutenant  A.  B.  Yates,  a  volunteer  from  the  United 
States  steamship  Augusta,  who  acted  as  an  aid  both  to  you  and  myself^  sad 
was  to  me  most  useful. 

The  two  after-guns  were  entirely  manned  by  marines,  who,  under  the  Aree- 
tion  of  Captain  Charles  Hey  wood,  performed  most  efficient  service. 

Thanks  to  the  unremitting  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  Williamson,  all 
had  been  so  thoroughly  prepared  in  his  department  that  nothing  was  required 
of  the  engines  during  the  day  which  they  could  not  perfectly  perform. 

The  devoted  attention  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Palmer,  Surgeon  Lansdale,  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Commons  to  our  wounded  was  beyond  praise,  and  it  was 
owing  to  their  skill  and  untiring  exertions  that  the  large  number  of  dee- 
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peratoly  wounded  were  prepared  by  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  for  removal  to 
the  hospital  at  Pensacola,  for  which  place  they  left  at  daylight  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  in  the  Metacomet,  under  a  flag  of  truce. 

Boatswain  Dixon  was  nearly  knocked  overboard  by  a  splinter,  but  absented 
himaelf  from  the  deck  only  long  enough  to  have  his  wounds  dressed,  when  he 
returned  to  his  duties. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Herrick,  while  superintending  the  passage  of  powder 
and  shell  on  the  berth  deck,  was  very  seriously  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell 
which  entirely  di:«abled  him  at  the  time,  and  may,  1  am  afraia,  prove  very 
flenons.  XJp  to  this  time  his  conduct  and  bearing  are  spoken  of  by  the  com- 
raanding  officer  of  the  division  in  the  highest  praise. 

I  must  also  thank  Lieutenant  Watson,  your  flag-lieutenant,  who,  besides  at- 
tending most  faithfully  to  the  signals,  found  time  to  assist  me  on  several  oc- 
Mfions  when  it  was  important  to  give  directions,  in  detail,  about  the  firing. 

Of  the  crew  I  can  scarcely  say  too  much.  They  were,  most  of  them,  per- 
flODB  who  had  never  been  in  action,  and  yet  I  cannot  hear  of  a  case  where  any 
one  attempted  to  leave  his  ciuarters,  or  showed  anything  but  the  sternest  deter- 
mination to  flght  it  out.  There  might,  perhaps,  have  been  a  little  excuse  had 
BQch  a  dit*position  been  exhibited,  when  it  is  considered  that  a  great  part  of 
four  gnns*  crews  were  at  different  times  swept  away  almost  entirely  by  as  many 
shells.  In  every  case,  however,  the  killed  and  wounded  were  quietly  removed ; 
the  mjury  at  the  guns  made  good,  %ind  in  a  few  moments,  except  irom  the 
traces  of  blood,  nothing  could  lead  one  to  suppose  that  anything  out  of  the 
ordinary  routine  had  happened. 

In  conclusion,  I  request  that  you  will  recommend  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  for  the  medal  of  honor,  the  men  whose  names  accompany  this 
in  a  separate  report.     They  well  deserve  the  distinction. 

Very  respectfully, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Captain. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Comjnanding  W.  G,  B.  Squadron. 

With  this  report  I  enclose  those  of  the  executive  officer,  the  officers  of  divi- 
aions,  and  of  the  gunner,  carpenter,  and  sail  maker,  and  I  beg  leave  to  heartily 
indorse  all  that  is  said  in  them  about  the  officers  and  men  of  their  respective 
commands. 

I  would  iilso  beg  leave  to  say,  that  although  there  was  very  considerable  loss 
of  life  in  the  powder  division,  thanks  to  the  good  arrangements  and  example 
of  Ensign  Dana,  who  was  in  charge  of  it,  there  was  no  confusion.  Ho  was 
also  greatly  assisted  in  the  after  part  of  the  division  by  Sailmaker  T.  G.  Her- 
bert, whose  example?  tended  much  to  give  confidence  to  those  around  him ;  he  is  a 
most  deserving  ofticer.  Gunner  J.  L.  Staples  and  Carpenter  George  E. 
Burcham  also  deserve  notice  for  their  strict  attention  to  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  IV.  G.  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

MobiU  Bat/,  August  8,  18G4. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order,  I   submit  the  following  reports  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  ship  by  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  and  our  engagement  with  the 
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ram  Tennessee,  (iron-clad,)  and  with  the  f^nboats  Sclma,  Gaines,  and  Mor^gan. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  called  all  hands  at  three  a.  m.,  stowed  ham- 
mocks, and  gave  the  people  an  earlj  breakfast,  hove  into  twentj  fathoms  of 
chain,  and  prepared  to  receive  the  United  States  steamer  Matacomet  alongside. 
At  daylight  the  Metacomet  came  on  our  port  side  and  made  fast,  onr  batteiy 
on  that  side,  having  been  run  in  for  that  purpose. 

Hove  up  our  anchor,  and  at  forty  minutes  past  five  a.  m.  stood  in  to  take  onr 
position  astern  of  the  Brooklyn,  which  ship  was  slowly  standing  in  for  the  bar, 
followed  by  the  Hartford.  Lashed  our  anchors  to  the  bows,  and  scctired  the 
chains  with  extra  stoppers,  beat  to  quarters,  and  cleared  ship  for  action.  A  few 
minutes  after  seven  o'clock  Fort  Morgan  opened  upon  us,  and  continued  filing 
until  the  fleet  had  passed. 

We  commenced  and  continued  to  fire  with  our  starboard  hnndred-ponnder 
Parrott  on  the  topgallant  forecastle,  until  our  starboard  broadside  could  bear. 
which  was  not,  however,  imtil  we  got  nearly  abreast  of  the  fort,  when  we 
opened  with  our  twelve  nine-inch  guns  loaded  with  ten-second  shell.  We  now 
fired  rapidly,  and  as  we  approached  used  five-second  shell  and  shrapnell,  with 
fuzes  cut  at  two  seconds,  which  had  the  effect  to  drive  the  enemy  from  their 
water  batteries  and  parapet  guns  whilst  we  were  abreast  of  the  fort.  The 
Brooklyn  now  having  stopped  and  commenced  backing,  the  Hartford  went  ahead 
and  led  the  fleet  until  we  anchored  up  the  bay. 

After  passing  the  Brooklyn,  the  rebel  ram  and  gunboats  paid  their  iudividoal 
attention  to  this  ship,  taking  position  ahead  and  on  our  starboard  bow,  and  with 
their  heavy  guns  raking  us,  we  not  being  able  to  bring  any  guns  to  bear  on 
them  except  those  mounted  on  the  topgallant  forecastle.  We  continued,  how- 
ever, to  advance,  they  preserving  their  position  until  we  got  some  distance  from 
Fort  ^lorgan,  when  the  rebel  ram  went  back  to  attack  our  ships  astern.  The 
three  gunboats,  however,  still  stuck  by  us.  We  had  now  so  altered  our  coarse 
as  to  bring  them  to  bear  on  our  starboard  bow  and  beam,  and  opened  on  them 
with  the  starboard  broadside ;  we  now  were  on  a  footing  with  them,  and  delivered 
our  fire  with  effect  on  all  three,  they  edging  off  and  increasing  their  distance, 
but  still  keeping  up  a  hot  fire,  from  which  we  suffered  very  much.  This  part 
of  the  action  had  now  lasted  some  thirty  minutes,  most  of  the  time  their  fire 
raking  us,  cutting  down  our  men  at  the  guns  fearfully,  and  damaging  gnn-ear- 
riages  and  material,  when  the  I^Ietacomet  cast  off  and  pursued.  The  enemy 
by  this  time  having  been  pretty  well  handled,  hauled  off,  separated — the  Gainet 
and  j\Iorgan  making  for  the  furt,  and  the  Selma  falling  a  prize  to  the  Metacomet 
Our  ships  now  having  come  up,  we  steamed  up  the  bay  and  anchored  with 
fifteen  fathoms  of  chain  in  three  and  a  quarter  fathoms  of  water,  when  the  ran 
was  se(>n  approaching;  hove  up  our  anchor,  went  to  quarters,  and  stood  down 
for  the  enemy ;  endeavoring  to  strike  her,  but  our  anchor  hanging  from  the 
hawse-pipe  sheered  us  off  from  the  ram,  so  that  the  ships  passed,  the  port  sides 
grazing  each  other ;  depressed  our  port  guns  and  fired  with  thirteen  pounds  of 
powder  and  solid  shot.  After  passing,  put  our  helm  hard  a-starboard,  to  come 
around  for  <inother  but,  the  ship,  however,  making  a  larger  circle  in  gettiiig 
around ;  approached  near  to  our  own  ships  that  were  bound  down  for  the  rebd 
ram ;  one  of  them,  the  Lackawanna,  struck  us  on  the  starboard  side  abaft  the 
main  chains,  knocking  two  of  our  ports  into  one,  capsized  a  nine-inch  gim, 
carried  away  the  gig  and  davits  and  starboard  M.  S.  M.  backstays,  also  catting 
us  down  to  within  two  feet  of  the  water.  We  cleared,  and  stood  down  for  the 
ram,  which  had  turned  and  was  running  away  without  a  smoke-stack,  followed 
by  our  iron-clads,  the  Ossipee  and  other  ships.  When  we  were  nearly  up  to  the 
enemy  she  hoisted  the  white  flag  and  surrendered ;  this  ship  tamed  back  a 
short  distance  and  anchored. 

The  conduct  of  the  crew  was  splendid,  and  their  enthusiasm  was  anbcandedi 
notwithstanding  the  raking  fire  that  we  suffered.    When  men  fell»  othen  SSki 


BEPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY       411 

the  gap8»  tintil  almost  two  entire  crews  had  heen  swept  away.  Nothing  could 
be  more  noble  than  the  spirit  displayed  hy  our  wounded  and  dying,  who 
cheered  aiid  smiled  in  their  agony,  seemingly  contented  at  the  sacrifice  of  their 
lives  for  the  victory  vouchsafed  to  their  country.     Such  men  are  our  heroes. 

The  officers,  one  and  all,  did  their  whole  duty,  and,  in  a  measure,  to  their 
exertions  and  example  may  be  attributed  the  unflinching  conduct  of  those  tbey 
80  well  instructed,  drilled,  and  commanded.  Conspicuous  was  Ensign  Whiting, 
who  worked  the  forecastle  guns  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  and  under 
the  most  scathing  fire.  Mr.  Dixon,  our  boatswain ;  William  McEwan,  acting 
assistant  engineer ;  Mr.  Herrick,  Acting  master's  mate ;  Acting  Ensigns  Bogart 
and  Heginbotham,  deserve  praise  for  their  coolness  and  assistance  in  the  powder 
division,  which  was  at  one  time  a  perfect  slaughter-house. 

Lieutenant  Yates,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Augusta,  and  Acting  Ensign 
Marthon,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Tennessee,  who  volunteered  for  the  fight, 
also  deserve  praise  for  their  very  valuable  pervices. 

Appended  are  the  reports  of  the  divisional  officers,  whose  mention  of  particular 
acts  of  men  under  thoir  immediate  command  will  enable  you  to  recommend  the 
men  mentioned  to  notice;  also  the  reports  of  the  several  officers  in  charge  of 
the  different  departments,  and  of  the  damages  sustained  therein. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  A.  KIMBERLY, 
Lieutenant  Commander  and  Executive  Officer, 

Captain  P.  Drayton, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Hartford. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bayy  August  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  in  the  first  division  (luring  the  engagement  of  yesterday : 

Acting  Ensign  W.  II.  Whiting,  in  charge  of  the  forecastle  guns,  deserves 
special  mention  for  his  gallantry  in  serving  and  working  both  one- hundred- 
pounder  riil(^  nnder  the  mor^t  trying  circumstances. 

The  three  captains  of  guns,  Henry  Clark,  Peter  W.  Stanley,  and  William 
H.  Wright,  displayed  an  amount  of  courage  and  coolness  which  I  have  rarely 
seen  equalled.  But  the  two  men  of  whom  I  wish  particularly  to  speak  are 
Charles  Melville  and  Thomas  Fitzpatrick.  A  rifle  shell  burst  between  the  two 
forward  nine-inch  guns,  killing  and  wounding  fifteen  men.  Charles  Melville 
was  among  the  woundod,  and  was  taken  down  with  the  rest  to  the  surgeon,  but 
came  on  deck  idmost  immediately,  and  although  scarcely  able  to  stand,  refused 
to  go  below,  and  worked  at  the  gun  during  the  remainder  of  the  action.  Thomas 
Fitzpatrick,  captain  of  No.  1  gun,  was  struck  several  times  in  the  face  by 
splinters,  and  had  his  gun  disabled  by  a  shell.  In  a  few  minutes  he  had  his 
gun  in  working  order  again,  with  new  truck,  breeching,  side-tackle,  &c.,  his 
wounded  below,  the  dead  clear,  and  was  fighting  his  gun  as  before,  setting  a 
splendid  example  to  the  remainder  of  his  crew.  His  conduct  came  particularly 
nnder  my  notice,  and  during  the  entire  action  was  distinguished  for  coolness 
and  bravery. 

The  first  division  had  thirteen  killed  and  ten  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HERBERT  B.  TYSON, 
Lieutenantt  Commanding  First  Division, 
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United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  reppcctfnllj  submit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  second 
divifiion  daring  the  engagement  of  yesterday,  the  5th,  with  Fort  Morgan  and 
the  rebel  ganboats  and  ram  Tennessee.  But  a  few  moments  elapsed  after  the 
drum  beat  to  quarters  before  every  man  was  at  his  station,  the  guns  caat  looeei 
and  ready  for  action.  Every  man  seemed  determined  to  do  his  duty,  which  ht 
did  faithfully,  not  a  man  shrinking.  Where  all  did  their  duty  so  veil,  it  ia  hard 
to  discriminate ;  still  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  mention  a  few  who  were  the  most 
conspicuous. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  William  H.  Childs  displayed  great  courage  in  assiatior 
me  in  the  division ;  the  captains  of  the  guns,  Charles  Lake,  cockswain ;  Joseph 
Ferry,  quartermaster ;  James  Smith,  captain  mizzen-top ;  the  second  captains, 
James  Bennett,  seaman;  Owen  Holland,  second  captain  mizzen-top;  and 
Samuel  McFall,  captain  after-guard,  showed  an  example  of  coolnesri,  eneigj, 
and  bravery  which  stimulated  those  less  brave  than  themselves,  and  reflected 
credit  upon  themselves.  The  loaders  and  spongers,  Beonth  Diggings,  ordi- 
nary seaman,  Augustus  Pauly,  seaman,  Charles  Davidson,  captain  forecastle, 
Henry  Wright,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Robert  Emerson,  landsman,  did  nobly, 
and  I  am  proud  to  have  such  men  under  my  command;  the  quarter-gunner, 
David  Morrow,  was  killed.  The  battery  constituting  the  second  division  id 
in  perfect  order — not  a  gun  injured. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  MUNDY, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Comd*g  Second  Diviiion, 
Lieut.  Commander  L.  A.  Kimbbrlv, 

Executive  Officer  U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  third  division  during  the  engagement  of  yesterday  with 
Fort  Morgan,  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  the  ram. 

When  the  drum  beat  to  quarters  every  man  was  at  his  station  instantly  and 
the  guns  cleared  for  action.  We  were  unable  to  biine  our  guns  to  bear  until 
nearly  abreast  of  the  fort.  We  then  fired  with  ten-inch  shell  and  forty  degrees 
of  elevation.  The  fire  was  kept  up  with  great  rapidity,  using  five-inch  shell 
and  decrenning  th(^  elevation  as  we  neared  the  fort.  When  abreast  of  it  two 
rounds  of  shrapnell  cut  for  two-inch  were  fired  by  us.  As  we  passed  ahead  of 
the  Brooklyn  two  i^i'hell  ntruck  by  No.  7  gun,  disabling  the  crow;  but  one  man 
escaped  uninjured  on  the  right  side  of  that  gun.  Another  shell  followed  in  a 
few  seconds,  wounding  tlie  captain  of  No.  7,  three  men  at  No.  8,  and  myself. 
Four  men  were  killed  and  nine  wounded  in  all,  and  by  those  three  shell.  The 
gim  captains  behaved  splendidly — Forbes,  Ingersoll,  Pinto.  Wm.  E.  Stanley, 
shellman  of  No.  8  gun,  continued  to  pass  shell  after  being  wounded,  till  com- 
pelled by  loss  of  blood  to  go  below ;  ho  deserves  especial  mention.  Every  man 
did  his  duty  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  I  am  proud  to  have  had  command  of 
so  bravo  a  set  of  men.  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  J.  Tinelli  I  cannot  fail  to 
mention.  He  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  encouraging  the  men  by  his 
example,  and  ser\'ed  the  guns  of  the  division  with  great  spirit  against  the  rebel 
gunboats  and  ram  after  I  was  sent  below. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LA  RUE  P.  ADAMS, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Third  IHvisitm, 
Lieut.  Commander  L.  A.  Kimbbrly, 

Executive  Officer,  Commanding  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 


REPOBT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.  413 


United  States  FlagShip  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  T  hare  the  honor  to  submit  to  yon  a  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
flnd  men  of  the  master's  division  during:  the  engagement  yesterday  with  Fort 
Morgan,  the  rebel  gunboats,  and  the  ram  Tennessee.  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
mentioning  Acting  Master's  Mate  G.  K.  Avery,  who  assisted  in  covering  the 
■hip  during  the  entire  action,  for  the  great  coolness  he  displayed  in  his,  a  re- 
sponsible, position.  John  McFarland,  captain  forecastle,  James  Wood,  q[uarter- 
master,  Joseph  Gassier,  seaman,  and  James  Reddington,  landsman,  deserve 
especial  mention  for  their  marked  composure.  They  were  at  the  wheel,  and 
obeyed  every  order  promptly  and  correctly.  Henry  Williams,  boatswain's 
mate,  served  the  twenre-pounder  howitzer  in  the  maintop  with  courage  and 
CFeat  judgment.  I  had  not  the  power  of  witnessing  the  conduct  of  the  remain- 
Skg  men  of  this  division,  namely,  those  of  the  signal  corps  and  carpenter's  gang, 
Imt  from  the  officers  commanding  those  departments  I  have  learned  that  one 
and  all  deserve  the  greatest  praise. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  B.  6LIDDEN, 
Ensign,  Cummanding  Master^s  Division. 

Lieut.  Commander  L.  A.  Kimberly, 

Executive  Officer,  Hartford, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  powder  division  during  the  engagement  of  the  fifth. 

Acting  Ensign  Bogart  exhibited  much  coolness  and  presence  of  mind. 
Acting  Master's  Mate  R.  P.  Herrick  deserves  especial  mention,  for  until 
seriously  wounded  he  performed  his  duties  with  great  coolness  and  spirit.  Act- 
ing Ensign  W.  H.  Ueginbotham  also  deserves  special  mention  for  his  coolness 
and  bravery.  He  performed  his  duties  in  the  most  exemplary  manner  until  he 
received  his  death-wound. 

The  few  men  I  had  on  deck  passing  powder  acted  with  great  coolness,  and 
at  no  time  were  there  any  sigtis  of  shrinking  or  fear.  Nelson,  (ship's  cook,) 
John  Wallington,  (landsman,)  and  Mellage,  (paymaster's  steward,)  deserve 
special  mention. 

Seven  of  the  forward  part  of  the  division  were  wounded  and  three  of  them 
killed ;  roost  of  the  wounds  were  mortal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  • 

WILLIAM  STARR  DANA, 

In  charge  of  Powder  Division, 
Lieut  Commander  L.  A.  Kimberly, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 

In  addition  tQ  the  above,  I  would  call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  Sailmaker 
T.  C.  Herbert,  whose  conduct  and  cool  courage  is  spoken  of  as  most  remarkable. 

P.  DRAYTON,  Captain. 


United  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  engineer's  depart  • 
ment  was  characterised  by  coolness  and  energy  during  the  engagement  of  ycs- 

n  N 
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terday.    Tlicir  duties  were  performed  as  if  notliing  extraordinary  was  going  on. 

ActiDg  Third  Assistant  Engineer  William  G.  McEvan  deBerves  apedil 
mention  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  manner  in  which  he  attended  to  getting  the 
wounded  below,  near  his  station  at  the  berth-deck  hose,  and  he  continaed  to  do 
so  until  near  the  close  of  the  action,  when  he  lost  his  right  arm. 

The  following  men  deserve  to  be  noticed : 

Thomas  VValkley,  first  class  fireman,  for  his  cooIaesB  and  attention  to  dntitf, 
although  frequently  covered  with  splinters. 

James  R.  Garrison,  coal-heaver,  had  his  great  toe  shot  off,  but  dreBsed  his 
wound  himself  and  then  returned  to  his  station,  where  he  remained  until  badlj 
wounded  in  the  chest. 

Thomas  O'Conuel  was  sick  and  hardly  able  to  work,  but  went  to  Iub  statioa 
and  remained  until  his  right  hand  was  shot  away. 

William  Gaffrey,  second  class  fireman,  and  Joseph  Fallon,  second  class  fire- 
man, were  inclined  to  skulk,  and  required  to  be  compelled  to  assist  the  wounded. 

The  loss  in  the  engineer's  department  was  three  men  killed  and  tluee  men 
wounded. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  WILLIAMSON, 

Chief  Engineer^  U.  8,  JVary. 

Lieut.  Commander  L.  A.  Kimberlv, 

Executive  Officer,  U.  S,  Flag- Ship  Hart/ard. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  Augmt  8»  1864 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report  the  damage  received  by  this  ship  in  the 
hull,  spars,  &c.,  during  the  action  of  August  5,  1664,  with  the  rebel  Fort  Mor- 
gan, the  water  batteries,  rebel  ram  Tennessee,  and  rebel  fleet,  namely : 

No.  1.  Solid  shot  cut  through  starboard  head-rail,  starboard  bow-chock^  and 
crushed  side- tackle  block  of  port  rifle  gun  on  forecastle. 

No.  2.  Shell  came  over  starboard  bow,  struck  axletree,  forc-traii0oni«  and 
truck  of  port  rifle  on  forecastle,  and  staii;ed  bow-chock,  head-rail,  and  wafter-niL 

No.  3.  Shell  cut  through  starboard  lower  boom,  hammock  rail  and  nettbg* 
cut  main  topmast-stay  half,  then  struck  after  part  of  foremast  two  feet  above 
the  partner's  scoring,  scarring  starboard  side  of  mast  and  piercing  galley-fimneL 
where  it  exploded. 

No.  4.  Shell  'struck  the  forward  part  of  No.  2  gun  port,  catting  away  top 
timber,  bulwarks,  and  port  sill,  struck  starboard  sheet  cable-bit,  crashing  the 
iron  plating  and  collar,  then  exploded,  scarring  the  deck  between  Nos.  I,  8  and  3 
guns. 

No.  5.  Shell  struck  outer  planking  six  inches  above  the  water-line  between 
Nos.  2  and  3  guns,  cut  through  timbers,  ceiling,  and  water-way  on  berth  de^ 
struck  foremast,  scored  in  the  depth  of  five  inches  eighteen  inches  b3low  the 
spar-deck  partners,  carrying  away  after  part  of  port  sheet  cable-bitSv  part  of 
spar-deck  beam  and  knee  on  port  side,  and  after  diagonal  knee  and  fiMteniig 
started. 

No.  6.  Shell  struck  starboard  chain  armor  two  feet  below  the  gnnwale,  bc^ 
tween  Nos.  5  and  6  guns,  cut  through  outer  plank  and  timber  and  kdged  in 
deck  knee. 

No.  7.  Solid  shot  tttruck  chain  armor,  cut  through  armor,  pierced  onter  plank 
and  timber,  and  lo(l«j;f*(l  in  t-par-deck  beam. 

No.  8.  Solid  shot  struck  starboard  chain  armor  four  inches  above  the  water-line, 
under  No.  6  gun,  cut  through  armor,  pierced  onter  planking,  and  lodged  in  tiaber 
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No.  9.  Struck  chain  armor  on  the  water-line  between  Nos.  8  and  9  guns,  cut 
through  armor,  and  pierced  the  outer  plank. 

No.  10.  Two  hundred-pound  rifle  shell  struck  aft  of  the  armor,  two  feet  above 
the  water-line,  under  No.  9  gun,  pierced  outer  plank,  crushing  four  timbers  and 
two  streaks  of  ceiling,  breaking  down  the  fore-and-aft  bulkhead  of  the  starboard 
steerage,  cutting  in  two  the  oetween-deck  stanchion  under  wardroom  hatch 
beam,  passed  into  the  chief  engineer's  room  on  the  port  side  of  wardroom,  and 
dropped  on  a  lounge  without  exploding. 

1^0.  11.  Solid  shot  struck  gunwale  streak,  between  Nos.  8  and  9  guns,  pierced 
through  gunwale,  top  timber,  and  bulwarks,  struck  capstan,  crushing  the  pawls, 
casting,  and  gear,  splitting  engine-room,  hatch  combing,  and  capstan  bed. 

No.  12.  Struck  the  spare  spars  in  the  main  chains,  breaking  in  two  the  main 
and  mizzen  topgallant  and  mizzen  royal  yards,  crushed  through  the  main  rail 
and  hammbck  netting,  passed  over  to  the  port  side,  and  went  through  bulwarks, 
top  timbers,  outer  planks,  and  sentry  board  abaft  the  port  gangway. 

No.  13.  Shell  passed  over  between  fore  and  main  mast,  struck  inner  ham- 
mock rail  on  port  side,  cut  through  netting  and  outer  hammock  rail,  breaking  a 
hole  in  third  cutter. 

No.  14  Shell — 150-pounder — fired  from  the  ram  Tennessee  while  alongside, 
the  muzzles  of  her  guns  touching  our  port  side;  the  shell  struck  the  outer  plank- 
ing on  the  port  side,  pierced  through  the  timbers  and  ceiling  inside,  exploded 
on  the  berth  deck,  fragments  of  the  shell  going  through  the  streaks  of  plank  on 
the  spar  deck,  through  the  launch,  first  and  second  cutters;  portions  of  the 
shell  also  went  through  the  deck  plank  and  hatches  on  the  berth  deck,  and 
dropped  into  the  hold,  scarring  spar  deck  beams  and  deck  frame  below  fore  and 
main  hatches  from  port  side  to  starboard. 

No.  15.  Shell  struck  grub  beam  on  forecastle,  crushed  the  upper  edge,  and 
glanced  overboard. 

No.  16.  Conical  shot  or  shell  struck  the  band  on  starboard  side  of  mainmast 
eighteen  feet  from  the  partners,  pierced  through  the  mast  band,  and  buried  its 
length  in  the  mast. 

No.  17.  Shot  struck  the  forward  starboard  quarter  of  the  mainmast  sixteen 
fSMt  above  the  partners,  scoring  one  and  a  half  inch. 

No.  18.  Shell  struck  collar  of  fore-stay,  shattering  trussle-tree,  forward  lower 
cross-tree,  heel  of  fore-topmast,  and  lodged  in  forward  nut  of  trussle-tree. 

No.  19.  Shell  struck  port  side  of  main  top,  crushed  a  hole  in  deck  of  top, 
and  glanced  overboard. 

No.  20.  Shot  through  smoke-pipe. 

In  the  colliition  with  the  rebel  ram  the  port-head  pump  was  crushed  in  two 
feet  below  the  water-line.  The  copper  on  the  stem  and  port  bow  was  peeled 
off  by  the  iron  plating  of  the  ram. 

The  ship  received  considerable  damage  by  being  run  into  by  the  Lackawanna 
She  cru^ihed  in  tho  after  part  of  the  main  channel,  broke  two  of  the  main  chains 
and  spar  crane  with  the  spars  that  were  stowed,  namely,  spare  main  and  mizzen 
topgnJIant  and  mizzen  royal  yards,  the  main  rail,  hammock  rails,  netting,  bul- 
warks, top  timbers,  outer  planking ;  timbers  and  ceiling,  from  gunwale  down  to 
two  feet  of  the  water-line,  were  crushed  in  and  broken  on  the  starl»oard  side, 
abaft  the  main  rigging,  from  the  after  side  of  No  10  gun  port  to  the  forward 
side  of  No.  1 1  gun  port.  The  deck  knees,  diagonal  and  hanging,  are  broken, 
the  iron  diiigonal  braces  are  badly  bent  in-board,  the  spar  deck  beams  and  deck 
plank  moved  to  starboard ;  abreast  of  the  fracture  the  water-way  is  cut  in  two. 
It  is  necet'sary  to  calk  a  large  pdrtion  of  the  quarter  deck.  The  gig-davits 
were  broken ;  also  her  keel  and  planking. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ooedient  servant, 

GEORGE  £.  BURGHAM,  Carpenter. 

Oaptain  P.  Drayton, 

Commanding  United  SUUei  Steamer  Hartford. 
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United  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6.  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  yonr  order  of  the  sixth  inBtant,  I  respectfnllT  snbnut 
the  following  report  of  damages  to  the  rigging  of  this  ship  daring  an  engage- 
ment with  the  enemy  in  Mobile  bay,  August  5,  1864,  namely: 

After-shroud  of  fore  rigging  shot  away,  and  one  collar  of  the  fore  stay  shot 
away;  also  the  lower  boom  topping  lift  and  fall  and  port  fore  brace;  also  port 
and  starboard  jib  sheets;  also  port  and  starboard  fore-topsail  braces;  mun  top- 
mast-stay stranded ;  also  main  topmast  staysail  halliards  and  main  topsail  hal- 
liards and  starboard  after  main  topmast  backstay  stranded  and  main  lift  shot 
away ;  also  port  and  starboard  cross-jack  braces  shot  away^  and  two  starboard 
main  topmast  backstay  screws  carried  away. 
Very  respectfully, 

ROBERT  DIXON, 
Boalitoain,  United  Suues  Nary, 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  respectfully  report  the  damage  snsUuned  in 
the  gunner's  department  of  this  ship  and  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended 
in  the  action  on  the  fifth  of  August  with  the  rebel  forts  and  fleet  to  be  as  fd- 
lows,  namely : 

The  port  100-pounder  rifle  gun-carriage  struck  twice  and  completely  shat- 
tered; No.  19  gun-carriage,  starboard  side,  struck  by  shell,  splinteriog  right 
bracket,  breaking  bracket  bolt,  and  knocking  rear  anmb-tmck  out  of  place; 
No.  29  gun-carriage,  starboard  side,  scarred  by  shell  bursting  and  haying  port 
truck  broken  to  pieces ;  No.  10  nine-inch  gun-carriage  injured  by  being  upMt 
when  in  collision  with  Lackawanna;  three  roller  handspikes  broken,  and  roar 
ordinary  handspikes  broken,  three  nine-inch  gun-tackles  carried  away,  one  100- 
pounder  rifle  siae-tackle  block  shattered,  one  100-poundcr  breeching  and  one  nine- 
inch  breeching  cut  with  shot,  one  nine-inch  bristle  sponge  shot  away,  two  na- 
mers,  nine-inch,  broken. 

Number  of  rounds  expended  in  action, 

powder. 

Ninety-five  charges,  thirteen  pounds,  nine-inch,  or  one  thousand  two  hnndred 
and  thirty-five  pounds  of  powder. 

Ninety-two  cnarges,  ten  pounds,  nine-inch,  or  nine  hundred  and  twenty  ponnli 
of  powder. 

Twenty-seven  charges,  ten  pounds,  100-poander  rifle,  or  two  Iumdved  ni 
seventy  pounds  of  powder. 

SHELL. 


Seventy-seven  shell,  five  second,  nine-inch. 
Fifty-five  shell,  ten  second,  nine-inch. 
Eighteen  shell,  100-pounder  rifle,  concussion. 
Three  shell,  100-pounder  rifle  Parrott,  percussion. 
Seven  shell,  twelve-pounder  heavy  howitzer. 
Six  shell,  twelve-pounder  light  howitzer. 


1' 
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8HRAPNBLL. 

IGne  Bhrapnelly  nine-inch. 

SOLID   SHOT. 

Thirty-three  shot,  nine-inch, 
ix  Bhot,  lOO-pounder  rifle,  chilled  ends. 
Very  respectfullj, 

JOHN  L.  STAPLES. 
Ounner,  United  States  Navy. 


Report  of  Captain  T,  A,  Jenkins, 

Unitrd  States  Steamship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  agreeable  duty  to  report  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship 
hare,  without  exception,  shown  an  unsurpassed  zeal  in  preparing  this  ship  for 
battle,  and  a  coolness  and  courage  in  conflict  with  the  enemy,  that  has  won  my 
admiration  and  thanks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THORNTON  A.  JENKINS.  Captain. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Com'dg  W,  G,  B.  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Hartford,  Mobile  Bay. 


United  States  Steamer  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  and  very  great  pleasure  to  report  that  in  the  action 
forenoon  with  the  batteries  at  Fort  Morgan  aud  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee 
this  ship  has  received  no  serious  damage,  and  there  were  no  persons  killed. 
Two  men  were  wounded,  but  not  seriously,  and  the  ship  struck  a  number  of 
timefl  in  the  hull  and  rigging. 

I  am,  very  respectrally.  your  obedient  servant, 

THORNTON  A.  JENKINS,  Captain. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Com'dg  W.  G.  B.  Squadron,  Flag- Ship  Hartford. 


United  States  Steamship  Richmond, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
ammunition  expended  in  the  attack  on  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  instant 
apon  Fort  Morgan  and  its  water  batteries,  and  subsequently  upon  rebel  iron-clad 
casemated  steamer  Tennessee,  namely :  In  approacning  toward  and  steaming 
from  Fort  Morgan  and  batteries — 
(40)  Forty  ten-second  fuze  nine-inch  shell. 
(30)  Thirty  fifteen-second  fuze  nine-inch  shell. 
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ABREAST  OF  THE  FORT  AND  BATTBBIB8. 

60  nine-incli  shell  with  five-eecond  fuzeB. 

16  one-hundred  pounder  rifle  concussion  shell. 

9  one-hundred  pounder  solid  shot. 
14  thirty- pounder  concussion  shell. 

2  thirty-pounder  solid  shot. 

5  twelve-pounder    howitzers   (heavy)   shell    from  maintop  into   the  water 

battery. 
10  twelve-pounder  howitzer  (light)  shell  from  foretop  into  the  water  batteiy. 

4  twelve-pounder    howitzer  (light)   shrapnoll  from  foretop   into    the  water 
battery. 

IRON-CLAD   TENNESSEE. 

1  nine-inch  solid  shot,  with  thirteen-pound  charge,  fired  at  the  rebel  iron- 
clad Tennessee,  at  the  distance  of  about  four  hundred  yards. 

32  solid  shot,  with  thirteen-pound  charge,  fired  at  the  rebel  iron-clad  Tennessee, 

at  distances  varying  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  yards,  and  embracing  a 

period  of  about  twenty  minutes'  time. 
155  ten-pound    charges,   expended   for  nine-inch   and  one-hundred    poimder 

rifle  ^ns. 
30  throe  and  a  quarter  pound  charges  for  thirty-pounder  rifle. 

33  thirteen-pound  charges.  • 

The  exact  number  of  rifled  musket-shots  fired  into  the  TennesacKs'fl  ports  is 
not  known. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THORNTON  A.  JENKINS,  Captain. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commander-in-Chief  W,  G.  Squadron, 


Report  of  Captain  J,  B.  Marchand. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Mobile  Bay,  AuguH  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  about  sunrise  to-day  this  ship  was  got- 
ten under  way,  and  the  Seminole  lashed  on  the  port  side.  Onr  position  being 
in  the  centre  of  the  line  of  battle,  we  crossed  the  bar,  and  following  close  od 
the  leading  vessels,  stood  up  the  channel,  and  as  soon  as  onr  guns  coold  be 
brought  to  bear,  a  fire  was  opened  on  Fort  Morgan  with  shellsy  and  continned 
until  ])as8ing  it,  when  the  Seminole  was  cast  offl 

Soon  after  the  fleet  had  passed  the  middle  ground,  the  rebel  iron-clad  Ten- 
nessee commenced  approaching  with  the  design  of  attacking  our  vcsBels,  and  in 
obedience  to  your  signal,  I  started  under  the  heaviest  headway  to  run  her  down* 
and  succeeded  in  striking  her  at  right  angles  at  the  after-end  of  the  caaematft 

The  concussion  was  gre^t,  but  the  efiect  on  her  was  only  a  heavy  list,  whikt 
onr  stem  was  cut  and  crushed  to  the  plank  ends  for  a  distance  of  three  feet 
above  the  water's  edge  to  five  feet  below,  and  causing  a  considerable  leak  la 
forward  storeroom  and  peak.  Fortunately  our  yards  and  topmasta  were  dowSt 
otherwise  they,  in  all  probability,  would  have  been  carried  away  by  the  coneoe- 
sion,  which  caused  the  ship  to  rebound  and  the  stem  of  the  Tennessee  to  recede. 
Some  panic  must  have  existed  on  board  the  enemy,  as  they  fired  but  two  smiB 
through  our  bows.    Afl;er  striking,  the  two  swung  head  and  stem  alongaide  of 
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'eacb  otber,  and  as  our  guns  have  been  pivoted  for  the  opposite  side,  we  suc- 
ceeded in  discharging  but  one  nine-inch  shell,  that  struck  one  of  the  enemy's 
port  shutters,  which  was  distant  about  twelve  feet,  destroying  it,  and  driving 
8ome  of  the  fragments  into  her  casemate.  A  few  of  the  enemy  were  seen 
through  their  ports,  who  were  using  most  opprobrious  language.  Our  marines 
opened  upon  tncm  with  muskets ;  even  a  spittoon  and  a  holy-stone  were  thrown 
at  them  from  our  deck,  which  dh)ve  them  away.  Upon  separating  from  the 
Tennessee,  our  helm  was  put  hard  over  to  make  another  attempt  at  running 
the  enemy  down,  but  our  great  length,  and  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  caused 
US  to  turn  so  slowly  that  we  had  not  got  round  until  again  amongst  our  fleet, 
and,  unfortunately,  we  collided  with  the  flag-ship,  which  was  ru^ining  toward  the 
Tennessee!  although  every  exertion  was  used  to  prevent  it  by  backing.  By 
this  accident  two  of  the  quarter-deck  ports  of  the  Hartford  were  knocked  into 
one,  without  this  ship  sustaining  any  injury.  After  the  collision  with  the 
flag-ship,  I  again  started  to  run  down  the  Tennessee,  but,  whilst  still  at  a  dis- 
tance, she  surrendered  to  our  fleet. 

Our  loss  throughout  the  day  was  four  killed  and  thirty-five  wounded. 

Herewith  I  send  the  reports  of  the  surgeon,  engineer,  and  board  of  officers 
on  the  injuries  and  expenditures. 

Under  no  circumstances  could  more  coolness  and  bravery  have  been  shown 
by  the  crew. 

I  cannot  express  my  deep  feeling  for  the  undaunted  courage  and  aid  given  me 
by  all  the  officers. 

Second  Lieutenant  Hyram  Adams,  of  the  army  signal  corps,  with  two  as- 
sistants, were  on  board,  and  great  credit  is  due  them  for  their  promptness  in 
transmitting^  signals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MARCHAND,  Captain, 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farrauut, 

Commanding   W,  G,  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Mobile  Bay,  Angust  7,  1864. 

Sib  :  In  the  report  made  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Lackawanna  in  passing 
the  forts  and  entering  Mobile  bay,  on  the  fifth  instant,  I  inadvertently  omitted 
to  state  that  Commander  Edward  Donaldson,  commanding  the  Seminole,  which 
was  lashed  alongpidc  of  this  ship,  rendered  most  efficient  service  by  his  coolness 
and  judgment  in  piloting  both  vessels  until  passing  Fort  Morgan,  the  regular 
pilot  being  sick. 

My  additional  thanks  are  due  him  and  all  his  officers  and  men  for  volunteer- 
ing to  aid  in  manning  the  guns  of  the  Lackawanna,  and  the  continuous  fire 
which  they  kept  up  whilst  their  guns  could  bear  upon  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MARCHAND,  Captain. 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farragitt, 

Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  fifth  instant,  we,  the  undersigned 
ibaTe  held  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on  this  ship,  and  find  the  damages  here 
with  stated  to  have  resulted  from  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant. 
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That  there  are  five  shot-soles  through  hull  of  ship,  two  of  which  are  eighteen 
inches  ahove  water>line,  and  damages  resulting  therefrom  are  as  follows :  timber, 
planking,  and  ceiling  badly  cut  up  ;  spirketing  in  wake  of  fore-rig^ng,  and  on 
each  side  of  ship,  shot  away ;  port  forward  hammock  netting-rail  shot  away,  and 
panel- work  much  injured ;  port  sheet  cable-bit  splintered  the  entire  length,  and 
iron  casing  completely  shattered ;  two  stanchions  of  fore  fife-rail  entirely  shot 
away,  also  a  quarter  of  foremast  and  after-part,  and  eighteen  inches  above 
deck  ;  water-closets  and  bulkheads  broken  down ;  several  hatch  gratings  mnek 
injured,  and  port  swinging  boom  broken  in  two. 

Between  decks  we  find  stanchion,  two  carlings,  hang^ing  knee«  water-pipe 
connecting  with  condenser,  and  jackstay  shot  away ;  severid  spar-deck  beaiiii» 
coal  shoot,  starboard  sheet  cable-bit,  bulkheads  and  doors  to  fire-roonny  and 
forward  officers'  quarters  badly  injured  with  fragments  of  shell ;  dispensaij 
very  much  shattered ;  berth-deck  ladder  and  two  awning  stanchions  (the  latter 
being  placed  below  for  security)  broken  in  two  ;  berth-deck  planking,  direcdv 
forward  of  galley  and  under  platform,  also  much  injured  with  fragments  of  shdL 
The  damages  sustained  by  running  down  the  rebel  iron-dad  ram  Tennessee 
are  as  follows : 

The  head  and  cutwater  badly  injured ;  the  stem,  for  distance  of  eighteea 
feet,  and  up  to  wood  ends,  completely  gone ;  that  portion  of  it  comprised  be- 
tween the  water-line  and  draught-mark  eight  forced  in,  causing  the  planking  for 
distance  of  several  feet  to  be  wrenched  from  fastening,  the  ends  of  which,  ei- 
posed  considerably,  and  leaving  that  portion  of  the  bow  in  a  much  exposed 
condition.  Not  having  the  means  for  examining  below  the  draught-mark  eighty 
we  are  therefore  unable  to  arrive  at  the  extent  of  injury  received  below  Uist 
mark. 

We  also  find  the  rigging  damaged  to  the  following  extent:  bobstays  and 
port  bowsprit  shroud  carried  away;  main-stay,  after-shroud  of  port  fore  rigging 
and  screw,  boat  davit  and  spanker  boom  topping  lifts,  and  two  nine-inch  double 
blocks  shot  away. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser>'ants, 

FELIX  McCURLEY, 

Acting  Master. 
JOHN  H.  ALLEN. 

Acting  Master. 
THOMAS  KELLY, 

Acting  Boatswain, 
FRANCIS  A.  STANLEY. 

Acting  Carpenter's  Mate. 
Captain  J.  B.Marchand, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamship  Lackawanna. 


United  States  Steamship  Lackawanna, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5. 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  engines,  boilers,  and  appnrtenanoes 
thereto  of  this  ship  are  apparently  in  good  woi^ing  order,  though  aerangements 
may  subsequently  become  visible,  of  which  we  have  now  no  knowledge. 

The  severe  concussion,  consequent  upon  the  heavy  blow  dealt  the  rebd 
ram  Tennessee  by  this  vessel,  under  full  headway,  may  have  thrown  the  en- 
gines out  of  line,  or  strained  the  boilers  and  braces. 

Our  bunkers  being  full  of  coal,  we  cannot  of  course  speak  decidedly  with 
reference  to  the  staying  of  the  boilers. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  W.  WHITTAKER. 

First  Assistamt  Engimeer, 

Captain  J.  B.  Marchand,  Commanding  U.  S.  Steamship 
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Unitbd  Statbs  Steamship  Lackawanna, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  jonr  order  of  the  fifth  instant,  we  have  held  a  strict 
and  careful  Borvey  of  the  amount  of  ordnance  stores  used  and  injured  in  pass- 
Ingthe  forts,  and  oeg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

We  find  the  rear  hurter,  strap,  band,  and  tackle-blocks  of  Parrott's  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounder  rifle,  (number  twelve,)  carried  away  by  a  shot  entering 
starboard  bow,  and  the  following  amount  of  ordnance,  equipment,  and  stores : 

Twenty  twenty-pound  charges  of  powder,  twelve  sixteen-pound  charges  of 
powder,  twenty-eight  fifteen-pound  cnarges  of  powder,  three  thirteen-pound 
charges  of  powder,  twenty-nine  ten-pound  charges  of  powder,  thirteen  four- 

Cuid  charges  of  powder,  eight  boai-ding  pikes,  four  cutlass  scabbards,  three 
tle-axe  scabbards,  two  division  boxen,  six  waist  belts,  four  Enfield  rifle  bayo- 
nets, six  Enfield  rifles,  two  navy  revolvers,  four  percussion  primer  boxes,  (tin,) 
tluree  battle-axes,  four  brass  padlocks,  three  percussion-cap  boxes,  (tin,)  two 
pistol  frogs,  forty  musket- ball  cartridges,  eleven  eleven- inch  solid  shot,  one 
liandred  and  twenty  percussion  primers,  nine  nine-inch  solid  shot,  thirty  Enfield 
rifle-ball  cartridges,  five  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounder  Parrott  solid  shot,  (long,) 
seventy  revolver  percussion  caps,  thirty-seven  eleven-inch  shell,  filled,  and  fuzed 
five  seconds ;  twenty  friction  primers,  twenty- three  nine-inch  shell,  filled,  and  fuzed 
five  seconds ;  sixty  pistol-ball  cartridges,  seven  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounder 
Parrott  shell,  filled,  and  fuzed  five  seconds ;  thirteen  fifty-pounder  Hotchkiss 
shell,  filled,  and  fuzed  five  seconds;  two  cutlasses,  (Ames,)  two  hundred  mus- 
ket percussion  caps,  three  cutlass  scabbards,  seven  Parrott  rings  for  time  fuzes ; 
seven  metal  time  fuzes,  five  seconds;  six  eleven-inch  selvagee  wads,  eight  nine- 
inch  selvagee  wads,  two  nine-inch  passing  boxes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

S.  A.  McOARTY, 
Lieutenant ^  United  States  Navy. 
G.  H.  WADLEIGH, 

Ensign, 
JOHN  G.  FOSTER, 
Gunner,  United  States  Navy, 
Captain  J.  B.  Marchano, 

Commanding  United  States  Ship  Lackawanna. 


Report  of  Captain  James  Alden, 

Umtbd  Statbs  Ship  Brookly.v, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  that  this 
ship  took  in  the  action  of  yesterday  with  Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  ram  and 
g^boats. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  and  by  signal,  at  fifteen  minutes  past 
five  we  got  under  way,  with  the  Octorara  lashea  on  our  port  side,  and  proceeded 
towards  the  bar  of  Mobile  entrance.  After  some  little  delay  in  waiting  for  the 
ships  to  form  into  line,  and  for  the  iron-clads  to  precede  us,  we  steamed  ahead 
ana  paf«sed  up  the  channel  toward  Fort  Morgan,  being  the  leading  ship,  closely 
followed  by  the  admiral  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  in  line  of  battle.  At  fifteen 
minutes  past  six,  when  about  one  and  a  half  mile  from  the  fort,  the  enemy 
opened  fire  upon  us,  which  was  immediately  returned  with  bow-chasers,  (our 
two  one  hundred-pounder  Parrotts.)  The  action  then  commenced,  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  being  almost  entirely  directed  at  the  wooden  vessels,  their  ram  Tennes 
see  and  gunboats  soon  joining  in  the  fight. 
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The  Btirboard  battery  was  opened  on  the  fort  as  soon  as  the  gans  could  be 
brought  to  boar.  Our  progress  up  the  channel  was  slow,  owing  to  our  carryinff, 
as  directed,  low  steam,  and  the  very  deliberate  movements  of  our  iron-clau 
which  occupied  the  channel  close  ahead  of  us.  When  we  had  arrived  nbreaet 
of  the  fort,  by  a  rapid  and  timely  fire  of  grape  their  several  batteries  were  al- 
most entirely  silenced. 

At  this  juncture  I  observed  the  ill-fated  Tecumseh,  which  was  then  about  three 
hundred  yards  ahead  of  us,  and  on  our  starboard  bow,  careen  violently  over, 
and  sink  almost  instantaneously.  Sunk  by  a  torpedo  !  AsBassination  in  iti 
worst  form  !  A  glorious  though  terrible  end  for  our  noble  friends,  the  intrepid 
pioneers  of  that  death-strewed  path  !  Immortal  fame  is  theirs  !  Peace  to  their 
manes !  We  were  now  somewhat  inside  of  the  fort,  when  shoal  water  was  re- 
ported, and  nt  the  same  time,  as  the  smoke  cleared  up  a  little,  a  row  of  puspl- 
ciouB  looking  buoys  was  discovered  directly  under  our  nows.  While  we  were  in 
the  act  of  backing  to  clear  them,  our  gallant  admiral  passed  us  and  took  the 
lead.  Getting  headway  again  as  soon  as  possible,  we  pushed  up  the  channel  at  full 
speed  in  his  wake,  when  the  rebel  ram  was  discovered  making  for  the  flag-ship, 
and  at  the  same  time  throwing  shot  and  shell  at  us,  which  inflicted  considerable 
damage  at  and  above  the  water-line  forward.  The  rebel  gunboats  having  now 
taken  shelter  in  shoal  water,  I  cast  off  the  Octorara  from  alongside,  and  directed 
her  to  close  in  and  assist  the  other  gunboats  in  their  attack  upon  them.  The 
Hartford  having  steamed  past  the  ram,  with  her  broadside  playing  vigorously 
upon  him,  continuing  our  course  at  full  speed,  and  exchanging  broadsides  as  we 
could  bring  our  guns  to  bear,  she  missed  us,  and  just  passed  clear  of  our  stem 
only  a  f<?w  yards  distant ;  we  then  gave  her  some  parting  blows  with  our  six^* 
pounder  IVirrott  from  the  poop.  At  fifty  minutes  past  eight  anchored  near  the 
ilag-ship,  about  five  miles  above  the  fort,  the  rebel  gunboats  firing  a  few  shots 
at  us  at  long  range  as  we  passed  up.  At  about  9  a.  m.  the  Tennessee  was  dis- 
covered standing  for  the  fleet,  and  we,  in  company  with  the  flag-ship  and  several 
other  vessels,  made  toward  him,  flring  solid  shot  from  our  bow-chasers.  AVhen 
within  a  short  distance  ^the  Chickasaw  crossed  our  bows  and  prevented  our  ram- 
ming him.  As  soon  as  the  ram  was  clear  of  the  last-named  vessel  he  made  di- 
rectly at  us  ;  put  our  helm  a-port  and  made  at  him  with  full  speed,  but  seeing 
our  toq)(>do- catcher  hanging  under  the  bows,  and  thinking  it  was  a  real  torpedo, 
(as  an  officer  belonging  to  her  has  since  told  me,)  he  put  his  helm  hard  up  and 
avoided  us,  giving  some  heavy  shots  in  passing.  Our  shot — solid  nine-inclit 
with  thirteen  pounds  of  powder — struck  him  repeatedly,  but  without  any  ma- 
terial effect,  (*xcept  one,  which,  as  it  is  believed,  carried  away  his  smoke-stack. 
We  th(>n  turned  to  try  it  again,  but  the  iron-clads  had  fairly  engaged  her,  and 
shortly  afterward  she  surrendered. 

The  fleet  here  came  to  near  the  former  anchorage. 

The  surgeon's  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  together  with  the  forward  officers' 
report  of  injuries  done  to  the  ship  by  the  enemy's  shot,  and  the  number  of  pro- 
jectiles expended,  &c.,  are  herewith  enclosed. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Lull,  tlu;  executive  officer,  has,  at  my  request,  made 
a  statement  of  some  very  interesting  incidents,  giving  a  list  of  men  who  most 
distinguir»hed  themselves  during  the  action,  which  I  take  great  pleasure  in  for- 
warding, with  a  hearty  approval  of  it,  and  the  suggestions  it  contains. 

It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  fifty-four  casualties  on  board — eleven  killed, 
and  forty-three  wounded  ;  many  of  the  latter,  I  am  happy  to  say,  are  slight. 
The  list  A\ill  not  appear  large  when  it  is  considered  that  we  were  nearly  two 
hours  under  fire.  Among  the  others,  we  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  an  officer, 
Acting  Master's  Mate  William  IL  Cook,  who  was  killed  while  "bravely  doing 
his  duty,  having  already  been  wounded. 

By  the  carpenter's  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  hull  has  received  extensive 
and  serious  injuries,  having  been  struck  twenty- three  times.    Our  mainmast  it 
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TQinedf  having  been  shot  through  and  through  the  centre*  three  times  between 
the  eatharpins  and  the  deck,  the  shot-holes  being  about  equidistant  from  each 
other.  Shot  struck  the  other  spars  seven  times,  injuring  same  badlj.  The 
boatswain's  report  shows  the  rigging  to  have  been  struck  and  ctit  in  twenty- 
Dine  places,  making  an  aggregate  of  some  fifty-nine  hits  in  the  hull,  rigging, 
and  spars. 

The  number  of  projectiles  expended  is  one  hundred  and  eighty-three. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  beg  leave  to  state  that,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  every 
.one  did  his  duty  nobly  and  well ;  and  while  the  officers  generally  would  seem 
to  deserve  some  especial  mention,  I  must,  from  the  nature  of  circumstances, 
confine  my  notice  to  those  on  whom  devolved  the  more  important  duty  of  con- 
trolling and  fighting  the  ship. 

To  my  executiye  officer,  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  P.  Lull,  my  thanks  are 
especially  due,  not  only  for  his  cool,  steady  bearing  in  the  fight,  but  also  for 
the  efficient  training  of  the  crew,  which  have  been  together  now  less  than  three 
BMmths,  but  dii«p1ayed  in  the  action  the  steadiness  of  veterans,  fighting  their 
gnns  almost  as  coolly  as  if  they  were  at  an  ordinary  exercise.  Lieutenant 
Thomas  L.  Swann,  the  ordnance  officer,  had  everythmg  ready,  and  the  working 
of  his  department  was  admirable ;  he  was  principally  occupied  during  the  ac- 
tion with  the  bow-cliascrs.  The  other  division  officers — Captain  Houston,  of 
the  marines,  Lieutenant  Charles  F.  Blake,  Ensigns  Cassel  and  Sigsbee,  with 
their  assii«tant8,  Master's  Mates  Duncan  and  Stevens — ^fought  their  guns  nobly 
and  well. 

The  powder  division,  under  Acting  Ensign  Utter,  could  not  have  been  con- 
ducted oetter.  ' 

Chief  Engineer  Kellogg's  department  worked  beautifully. 

Doctor  Maultfby  was  fully  prepared  for  the  wounded,  and  extended  to  those 
«nfbrtunato!«  all  the  solicitude  and  care  that  a  generous  nature  could  dictate. 

Ensign  P(*ndleton,  my  aid  and  signal  officer,  afforded  me  great  assistance^ 
being  always  prompt  and  active  in  his  duties. 

To  our  pilot,  Mr.  Christopher  Lawrence,  great  credit  is  due  for  the  handsome 
Bianner  he  piloted  the  ship. 

I  ought  to  mention,  before  closing  this  report,  that  I  was  particularly  pleased 
with  the  cheerful  bearing  and  aid  afforded  me  by  Captain  E.  A.  Denicke,  of 
the  army  signal  corps,  in  watching  and  pointing  out  the  effect  of  our  shot  in 
the  batterierfi  and  upon  the  rebel  ram  ana  gunboats. 

In  accordance  with  your  directions,  1  also  send  a  separate  report  in  regard  to 
those  m(»n  who  wo  re  most  conspicuous  for  good  conduct  and  gallantry  in  the 
action.  It  in  taken  mostly  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Lull,  the 
executive  officer. 

Congratulating  you  upon  the  handsome  result  of  the  day,  I  remain,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALDEN,  Captain. 

Eear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragit, 

Com\l^  W.  G,  Blockading  Fleet,  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 


United  States  Steamer  Brooklyn, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  j»ccordance  with  your  instructions,  I  herewith  append  a  list  of  the 
erew  who  mo^t  distinguished,  themselves  for  gallantry  and  good  conduct  durioff 
the  action  with  Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  ram  and  gunboats.  Feeling  satisfied 
that  they  have  earned  that  justly  prized  distinction,  the  "  medal  of  honor,"  I 
truflt  the  department  will  confer  it  upon  them. 
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J.  Henry  Dennig,  Bergeant  of  mariDes ;  Michael  HudBon,  sergeant  of  ma- 
rines  ;  William  M.  Smitib  and  Miles  M.  Oviatt,  corporals  of  marines,  for  their 
conspicQous  good  conduct  at  their  guns. 

Bamett  Kenna,  quartermaster,  and  William  Halsted,  cockswain,  coolness, 
hraverj,  and  skill  in  the  working  of  their  guns.  Their  conduct  was  particu- 
larly meritorious. 

Joseph  Brown,  quartermaster,  and  Joseph  Irlane,  seaman,  stationed  at  the 
wheel,  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  bravery,  sending  the  other  two  men 
who  were  stationed  with  them  to  replace  men  disabled  at  the  guns. 

Edward  Price,  cockswain,  great  coolness  and  bravery  under  fire ;  his  gun  b^ 
came  disabled  by  the  sponge  breaking,  leaving  the  head  in  the  gun ;  he  pro- 
ceeded to  clear  it  by  pouring  down  powder  into  the  vent  and  blowing  the 
sponge-head  out. 

Alexander  Mack,  captain  of  top,  activity,  zeal,  and  skill  displayed  in  hand- 
ling his  gun,  as  well  as  great  courage  ;  he  was  also  severely  wounded. 

William  Nichols,  quartermaster,  perfect  coolness  and  dexterity  in  handling 
his  gun ;  always  sure  of  his  aim  before  he  would  consent  to  fire. 

Nicholas  Irwin,  seaman ;  John  Cooper,  cockswain ;  John  Brown,  captah 
of  forecastle ;  and  John  Irwin,  cockswain,  very  conspicuous  for  bravery,  skill, 
coolness,  and  activity  at  their  guns. 

William  Blagden,  ship's  cook ;  William  Madden,  coal-heaver ;  James  MachoUt 
boy ;  William  H.  Brown,  landsman ;  James  Mifflin,  engineer's  cook,  eonspien- 
ous  for  bravery,  performing  their  duty  in  the  powder  division,  at  a  point  whei« 
the  ship  was  riddled  very  much,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  shell- 
whips,  which  were  twice  cleared  of  %ien  by  bursting  shells.  Brown  was  also 
wounded. 

James  E.  Sterling,  (coal-heaver,)  bravery  in  remaining  at  his  post  when 
wounded,  and  passing  shell  until  struck  down  a  second  time  and  completdj 
disabled. 

Richard  Dennis  (boatswain's  mate)  and  Samuel  W.  Davis  displayed  much 
courage,  bravery,  and  coolness — the  first  in  operating  the  torpedo-catcher,  and 
assisting  in  working  the  bow-chaser,  and  the  latter  in  acting  as  a  look-out  lor 
torpedoes  and  other  obstructions. 

Samuel  Todd,  (quartermaster,)  conspicuous  coolness  at  the  commencement. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ALDEN,  Capiaim. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farbagut, 

Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron. 


Unitkd  States  Stbambr  Bbooklyn, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir:  The  accompanying  reports  of  the  boatswain,  gunner,  and  carpenter^  of 
the  damages  sustained  by  this  ship,  and  of  the  ammunition  expended  dnring 
our  action  of  yesterday  with  the  rebel  forts  and  gunboats,  and  with  the  nun 
Tennessee,  are  respectfully  forwarded  : 

The  sailmaker,  being  one  of  the  wounded,  is  not  able  to  make  a  report,  bat 
the  damages  in  his  department  are  a  number  of  cloths  cut  in  the  port-head  of 
the  fore-topsail,  and  considerable  injury  to  the  hanmiock  cloths  fore  and  aft» 

One  of  tne  shots  mentioned  by  the  carpenter  as  wounding  the  rail  of  the  top- 
gallant forecastle  struck  directly  under  the  breast  of  the  bow,  and  had  its 
force  not  been  nearly  spent,  as  is  supposed,  by  its  having  previously  passed 
through  some  of  the  wood  work  of  the  iron-clad  Chickasaw,  it  must  ineritably 
have  disabled  the  gun. 
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In  tfie  Tieinitj  of  number  fonr  port,  on  the  starboard  side,  in  the  space  of 
about  dgbi  feet  eqoare,  five  shot  or  shells  passed  through  the  side,  and  one 
flhell  ttmck  the  sheet-anchor  which  was  stowed  above  this  port,  breaking  the 
Bbank*    The  lower  fluke  is  also  broken  oE,    The  gun  was  entirelj  disabled. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  Cook  and  three  men  were  killed,  and  Lieutenant  Blake 
and  six  men  wounded.  A  shell  which  exploded  on  the  berth  deck  forward 
killed  or  wounded  every  man  at  the  two  shell-whips,  and  those  who  were  pass- 
ing ebell  between  them,  also  carrying  away  one  whip. 

Acting  Ensign  Utter,  and  his  at^sistant,  Sailmaker  Brayton,  rigged  another 
whip  and  stationed  new  men  to  man  it,  and  just  as  they  were  recommencing 
wow  a  second  shell  exploded  again,  clearing  away  every  man,  this  time  in- 
dlidiiig  Mr.  Brayton  among  the  wounded,  and  depriving  us  of  the  services  of 
an  active  and  very  efficient  officer. 

Mr.  Baker,  the  paymaster's  clerk,  performed  very  good  service  in  the  powder 
division,  taking  voluntary  charge  of  the  after-shell  whip,  at  which  no  officer  was 
alationed,  owing  to  our  being  short  of  officers.  Our  chain-cable,  ranged  up  and 
down  the  starboard  side,  saved  our  boilers  from  one  shot,  and  the  sand*  bags 
vpon  the  berth  deck  saved  them  from  one  if  not  two  more. 

The  ship's  company  behaved  remarkably  well,  so  much  so  as  to  make  it 
difficult  to  specify  even  conspicuous  conduct  without  making  a  rather  large  list ; 
Irat  I  beg  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  following  cases  mentioned  by 
tbe  division  officers,  many  of  which  also  fell  under  my  own  observation,  and  to 
naaest  that  you  will  recommend  them  for  the  **  mecfal  of  honor :" 

J.  Henry  Dennig,  sergeant  of  marines,  Michael  Hudson,  sergeant  of  ma* 
riiMSy  and  William  M.  Smith  and  Miles  M.  Oviatt,  corporals  of  marines,  for 
conspicuous  good  conduct  at  their  gnn?. 

Bamett  Kenna,  quartermaster,  and  William  Halsted,  cockswain,  coolness, 
bsarery,  and  skill  in  working  their  guns.  Their  conduct  was  particularly 
meritorious. 

Joseph  Brown,  Quartermaster,  and  Joseph  Irlane,  seaman,  stationed  at  the 
wbeel,  behaved  with  great  coolnesa  and  bravery,  sending  the  other  two  men 
who  were  stationed  with  them  to  replace  men  disabled  at  the  guns. 

Edward  Price,  cockswain,  great  coolness  and  bravery  under  fire ;  his  gtm 
became  disabled  by  the  sponge  breaking,  leaving  the  head  in  the  gun ;  he  pro- 
ceeded to  clear  it  by  pouring  down  powder  into  the  vent  and  blowing  the  sponge- 
bead  out. 

Alexander  Mack,  captain  of  top,  remarkable  coolness  and  courage,  was 
wonnded  and  sent  below,  but  immediately  returned  and  took  charge  of  his  gun  ; 
remained  until  he  was  again  wounded  twice  and  entirely  disabled. 

William  Robinson,  captain  of  top,  activity,  zeal,  and  skill  displayed  in 
bandling  his  gun,  as  well  as  great  courage. 

William  ^ichols,  quartermaster,  perfect  coolness  and  dexterity  in  handling 
bisgnn ;  always  sure  of  his  aim  before  he  would  consent  to  fire. 

Kicholas  Irwin,  seaman,  John  Cooper,  cockswain,  John  Brown,  captain  of 
finecastlev  and  John  Irwin,  cockswain,  very  conspicuous  for  bravery,  skill* 
coolness,  and  activity  at  their  guns. 

William  Blagden,  ship's  cook,  William  Madden,  coal-heaver,  James  Ma- 
ebon,  boy,  William  H.  Brown,  landsman,  and  James  Mifflin,  engineer's  cook, 
conspicuous  for  bravery,  performing  their  duty  in  the  powder  division,  at 
a  point  where  the  ship  was  riddled  very  much,  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
Cf  the  shell  whips,  which  were  twice  chared  of  men  by  bursting  shells. 

James  E.  Bterling,  coal-heaver,  bravery  in  remaining  at  his  post  when 
woimded,  and  passing  shell  until  struck  down  a  second  time  and  completely 
diMbled. 

Bicbard  Dennis,  boatswain's  mate,  and  Samuel  W.  Davis  displayed  mucb 
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coarage  and  coolness — ^the  first  in  operating  the  torpedo-catcher,  and  assisting 
in  working  of  the  bow-chaser,  and  the  latter  in  acthig  as  a  lookout  for  torpedoes 
and  other  obstructions. 

Samuel  Todd,  quartermaster,  conspicuous  coolness  at  the  commencemenL 
We  have  found  upon  our  decks  and  extracted  from  the  wood  work  over 
eleven  hundred  pounds  of  iron,  in  the  shape  of  eight,  nine,  and  ten  inch  solid 
shot  of  rifle  bolts — shells  and  fragments  of  shells— all  thrown  at  us  by  the 
enemy,  a  large  amount,  as  being  at  very  close  quarters,  nearly  all  their  shot 
passed  through  and  through  us. 

1  have  the  honor  to  bo  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  P.  LULL, 
Lieutenant  Commander  and  Executive  Officer* 
Captain  James  Aloen, 

Commanding  U,  S,  Steamer  Brooklyn, 


United  States  Steamer  Brooklyn, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  damages  inflicted  upon 
this  ship  during  our  engagement  of  to-day  with  the  rebel  Fort  Morgan  and  the 
rebel  gunboats. 

1.  Shot  carried  away  a  portion  of  the  rail  on  topgallant  forecastle  directly 
under  the  breast  of  bow  gun. 

2.  Shot  passed  directly  through  the  stem  about  one  foot  from  water's  edge. 

3.  Passed  through  the  side,  just  under  the  bridle-port,  struck  the  deck  above 
upon  the  opposite  side,  and  shows  in  the  water-way  above. 

4.  Passed  through  the  side  just  at  the  copper's  edge,  or  little  abaft  the  bridle- 

Eort.     Entered  the  storeroom,  destroying  a  hanging  knee,  and  wounding  a 
eam ;  did  much  damage  to  fixtures  of  storeroom;  struck  the  opposite  side,  out 
did  not  penetrate. 

5.  Passed  through  side  just  forward  of  and  under  number  two  port»  and 
struck  the  galley. 

6.  Passed  through  the  side  on  berth  deck,  abreast  of  galley>  destroying  hang- 
ing knee. 

7.  l^assed  through  the  side  diagonally  about  two  feet  above  berth  deck, 
passed  out  through  opposite  side. 

8.  Through  side  abreast  fore-hatch,  destroying  an  air-port  and  a  berth  deck 
hanging  knee ;  entered  fireman's  wash-room,  arrested  by  sand-bags. 

9.  Under  after-ports  of  fore-channels,  through  side,  destroying  a  berth  deck, 
hanging-knee,  and  a  force-pump,  wounded  berth  deck,  cut  starboard  chain. 

10.  Four  feet  abaft  number  nine,  passed  through  side,  destroying  an  air-port 
and  two  berth  deck  hanging  knees. 

11.  Passed  through  the  side  and  exploded  in  the  dispensary,  doing  consid- 
erable damage. 

12.  Passed  through  side,  through  deck  in  second  assistant  engineer's  lOom, 
and  into  main  hold,  doing  much  damage. 

13.  Through  side,  cutting  main  rail,  just  abaft  number  two  port. 

14.  On  the  same  level,  through  side  about  four  feet  abafl  number  thirteen. 

15.  Struck  and  broke  stiirboard  sheet-anchor  beak.  Gut  main  rail  just  over 
number  four  port,  passed  through  bottom  of  the  launch,  and  destroyed  forward 
shore  of  launch. 

16.  Through  side  just  under  number  fifteen,  cutting  through  spar  deck  water- 
way, and  carrying  away  the  starboard  truck  of  gun  number  tlirec. 

17.  Carried  away  flue  of  sheet-anchor.  Gut  through  main  rail,  destroyed 
after-shore  of  launch,  and  struck  the  breech  at  number  five  gun  port. 
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19.  Pagsed  throngh  hammock  netting  starboard  side,  jast  abaft  number  eight 
poit»  and  passed  out  through  opposite  side. 

19.  Plunging  shot  passed  through  port-hammock  netting  just  forward  of 
break  of  poop. 

20.  Wounded  top  of  hammock  rail  on  starboard  side  between  numbers  eight 
and  nine  ports,  passed  out  through  hammock  netting  on  port  side. 

21.  Followed  same  course  of  twenty  a  few  feet  further  aft. 

22.  A  ricochet  shot  struck  poop-deck,  crushed  it  down  together  with  beam 
underneath,  and  ricocheted  overboaid.  This  shot  killed  two  marines,  carry- 
ing one  overboard  with  it. 

23.  24,  25.  Three  shots  passed  through  the  mainmast,  ruining  the  mast;  num- 
ber twenty-five  also  cut  tne  brass  band  on  starboard  quarter  of  main  yard, 
wounding  the  yard. 

26.  Apparently  a  fragment  of  shell  entered  the  mainmast. 

27.  Wounded  jib-boom. 

28.  Passed  along  fore -topsail  yard,  destroyed  port  yard-arm. 

29.  A  raking  shof  from  ram  Tennessee  struck  and  passed  along  port  side 
under  the  rail. 

30.  Carried  away  torpedo-catcher.  A  shot  passed  through  the  dingey.  A 
plank  was  started  in  the  barge,  supposed  to  have  been  by  a  splinter. 

JElespectfully  submitted. 

R.  G.  THOMAS,  Carpenter. 
Lieut.  Commander  Edward  P.  Lull, 

Executive  Officer. 


United  States  Steamer  Brooklyn. 

Insidii  Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  beg  to  report  the  damages  sustaind  in  the  ordnance  de- 
partment of  this  ship  during  the  engagement  of  the  5th  instant,  as  follows, 
namely : 

One  9-inch  gun-carriage  entirely  destroyed ;  one  lOO-pounder  elevating  screw 
destroyed;  one  lOO-pounder  lock  destroyed;  one  60-pounder  lock  destroyed; 
one  9-inch  breech-sight,  brass  dnmngcd;  one  9-inch  breech-sight,  brass  destroyed; 
one  9-inch  gun-carriage  slightly  damaged;  six  9-inch  side-tackles  destroyed; 
two  9-iuch  rammers  destroy ed ;  two  9- inch  sponges  destroyed ;  one  9-inch  roll- 
ing handspike  destroyed;  one  9-inch  ladle;  one  100-pounder  ladle. 
I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUEREDO,  Acting  Gunner. 


United  States  Steamer  Brooklyn, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
of  damages  done  to  rigging  during  the  action  of  the  5th  instant,  with  Fort  Mor- 
gan, rebel  ram  Tennessee,  and  gunboats  Selma,  Morgan,  and  Gaines,  having 
made  a  careful  examination  of  the  same. 

Jib  aud  flying  jib,  marting:tle-stays,  and  back-stays,  shot  away. 

Port  cat-block  shot  away,  also  three  deck-stoppers.  Fore-rigging,  two 
shrouds  starboard,  and  one  port  shot  away;  one  shroud  shot  away  in  two 
places ;  two  deadeyes  starboard  fore-rigging  shot  away ;  starboard  fore-topsail 
lialliards  shot  away ;  port  fore-brace  nhot  away ;  port  fore-topsail  brace  and 
block  thot  away ;  starboard  sheet-anchor  shank  broke,  and  flue  shot  off;  port 
main-stay  shot  away ;  main  rigging  six  shrouds  shot  away,  four  starboard  and 
two  port ;  one  dcadeye  port  main  rigging  shot  away. 
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Main  lif%  and  brace  shot  awaj. 
Main  topsail  clewlines  and  buntlines  shot  away. 
Main  topmast  rig^ng  stranded. 

One  shroud,  mizzen-rigging,  shot  away.    One  laniard  port  miEEen-riggfaig 
shot  away. 

Starboard  cross- tack  and  mizeen-topsail  brace  shot  away. 
A  shot  passed  through  the  topgallant  and  royal  rigging  barricaded  in  the 
sick  bay,  and  lodged  in  the  port  water-ways. 
Starboard  sheet-chain  shot  away. 

No  doubt  a  great  deal  of  the  gear  is  cut,  but  how  much  cannot  be  ascertained 
nntil  broken  out.    Also  the  starboard  bow- chain  shot  away. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  A.  BRAGDON, 

BoaUtraint  United  States  Navy. 
Lieut.  Com.  Edward  P.  Lull, 

Executive  Officer  U.  S,  Steamer  Brooklyn^ 


United  States  Stbambr  Brooklyn, 

Inside  Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  expenditure  of  ordnance  stores  in  this  ship 
during  the  engagement  of  the  5th  instant,  as  follows,  namely : 

One  hundred  10-pound  charges,  (IX-inch;)  thirty-two  13-pound  charges, 
(IX-inch ;)  thirty-seven  10-pound  charges,  ( 100-pounder ;)  fourteen  6-poiuid 
charges,  (60-pounder;)  ^hy  6"  shell,  (IX-inch;)  twenty-five  10"  shell,  (IX- 
inch;)  twenty  stands  of  grape,  (IX-inch;)  thirty-seven  solid  shot,  (IX-inch;) 
twenty-five  solid  shot,  (100-pounder;)  twelve  shell*  Tico's  concussion,  (100- 
pounder;)  twelve  solid  shot,  (60-pounder;)  two  shdl,  Tico's  concussion,  (60* 
pounder.) 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  QUEVEDO,  Acting  Gumer. 


Report  (^  Commander  J,  H,  Strang. 

United  States  Steamer  Monongahbla,  . 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  ship  under  my 
command  in  the  action  of  yesterday,  in  passing  the  MobOe  forts,  &c. 

At  half  past  five  a.  m.  got  under  way  in  obedience  to  signal,  took  my  station 
in  the  line,  and  prepared  for  action. 

At  ten  minutes  past  seven  the  action  was  commenced  by  the  first  gon  beinf^ 
fired  from  the  fort  After  passing  the  forts  I  saw  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee 
head  in  for  the  line.  I  then  sheered  out  of  the  line  to  ran  into  her,  at  the  same 
time  ordering  full  speed  as  fast  as  possible.  I  struck  her  &ir,  and  swilling 
round  poured  in  a  broadside  of  solid  1 1-inch  shot,  which  apparently  had  bot 
Kttle,  if  any,  effect  upon  her.  Soon  after,  signal  was  made  to  my  ship  to  again 
ran  into  her.  I  did  so,  and  was  about  to  try  it  the  third  time,  when  ahe 
sarrendered  to  the  fleet. 

During  the  action  my  <  ;  i     .  M  1 

most  gallant  manner,    it  i  i 

all  did  eveiything  that 
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I  wmild  here  mention  that  a  volunteer  crew  from  the  United  States  steamer 
Kennebec,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Ellis,  came  on  board  and  manned  one 
of  my  thirty-two  pounder  broadside  guns  during  the  engagement  with  Fort 
Moi|pui.  Their  conduct  during  the  action  was  gallant,  and  met  with  my  entire 
approbation.  ^ 

I  regret  to  say  that  my  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Prentiss,  lost  a  leg  in  the  action, 
and  that  fears  are  entertained  for  his  life. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  executive  officer'*  report  of  the  expenditure  of 
ammanition  and  the  damages  sustained,  also  the  surgeon's  and  engineer's  reports. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  STRONG,  Commander. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  6.  Farraout, 

Commanding  West  Gulf  Bloclcadmg  Sqnadron^y 

United  States  iStea?n  Flag  Ship  Hartford  Mobile  Bay. 


United  Statrs  Steamer  Moxongaijkla, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  injuries  sustained  by  this 
TCflsel  daring  the  action  of  to-day  with  Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  fleet  inside  : 

In  twice  att<*mpting  to  run  down  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram  Tennessee,  our  iron 
prow  was  entirely  carried  away,  together  with  the  cutwater.  The  but  ends 
of  the  planking  on  both  bows  are  started  from  the  stem  and  badly  shattered, 
the  port  ones  considerably  sprung  off. 

Two  6-inch  rifle-shell  from  the  ram  entered  our  starboard  bow;  one  between 
tlie  planking  and  cutwater,  grazmg  the  perpendicular,  striking  the  under  sidQ 
of  the  breast-hook,  ricochettiiig,  passing  through  the  boatswain's  storeroom,  and 
■triking  the  berth  deck,  where  it  lodged  without  exploding ;  the  other  entered 
aboat  twelve  feet  further  aft,  and  exploded  on  the  berth  deck,  slightly  wounding 
three  men.  breaking  an  11-inch  scraper  and  an  11-inch  worm,  and  bending  a 
■tanchioH  near  the  g<illey.  A  6 -inch  rifie-shell  exploded  underneath  the  No.  1 
pivot  port,  raking  up  the  side  in  ten  or  fifteen  places,  many  of  the  pieces  remain- 
ing in  the  side.  One  six-inch  solid  shot  entered  abreast  No.  2  pivot  port, 
iMiMsing  through  the  boatswain's  room,  starboard  side,  berth  deck,  paymaster's 
ueuing  room,  port  side,  and  lodging  in  the  outer  planking,  springing  off  one  but 
about  eight  inches.  One  10-incli  shot  or  shell  came  in  our  starboard  gang- 
way, carrying  away  headboard  of  starboard  quarter  deck  hammock  netting, 
grazing  top-rail  and  mainma.*<t,  and  pa.-^sing  through  port  side  under  main 
channels.  Pieces  of  the  headboard  were  driven  tiirough  the  fire-room  ven- 
tilators.    Lieutenant  Prentiss  and  two  men  were  wounded  by  this  shot 

In  the  rigging,  fore-peak  halliards,  end  of  main-stay,  and  port-ridge  rope 
shot  away. 

1  also  n'port  the  following  expenditure  of  ammunition : 

Seventeen  shells,  (150-pounder  rifle;)  six  solid  shot,  (150-pounder  rifle;) 
oight  solid  shot,  (11-inch;)  seven  shnipnell,  (11-inch;)  twenty-five  shells,  (11- 
faieh;)    four  canister,   (11-inch;)    seven  grape,   (11-inch;)    forty-seven  shells, 

•poander;)  three  solid  shot,  (32-pounder;)  forty-seven  shells,  (12-poundei 

howitzer;)   one  hundred  and  seventy  percussion  primers;    twenty -three 

«,   ( l/)0-pounder   rifle,)    16    pounds;    eight   cartridges,   (11-inch,)    20 

forty-three  cartridges,  (ll-inch.)    15  pounds;    fifty  cartridges,   (32- 

9  pounds;  forty-seven  cartridges,  (12-pounder  riiic  howitzer;)  tour 

-4-pounder  howitzer.) 

28  N 
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The  slide  of  starboard  24-poiinder  howitzer  was  found  to  he  rotten,  and  after 
the  first  few  rounds  was  rendered  totally  unfit  for  use.     With  this  exceptioQ 
the  battery  is  in  as  good  condition  for  service  as  before  the  action. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

0.  A.  BATOHELLER, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer, 
Commander  J.  H.  Strong, 

Commanding  Monongahela. 


United  States  Steamer  Monongahela, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  to-day  we 
received  no  damage  in  the  engineer's  department,  with  the  exception  of  a  shot 
through  fire-room  ventilator  and  one  through  the  smoke-pipe. 

At  the  time  we  ran  into  the  rebel  iron-clad  Tennessee  the  engines  were 
making  sixty-two  revolutions  per  minute,  with  thirty  pounds  steam  and  throttle- 
valve  wide  open. 

The   engines  worked  well,  and   every  engineer,  fireman,  and   coal-heaver 
performed  their  respective  duties  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  F.  KUTZ,  Chief  Engineer. 
Oommander  J.  H.  Strong, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Monongahela. 


United  States  Steamer  Monongahela, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  10,  1864. 

Sir:  The  following  persons,  wounded  in  the  action  of  the  5th  instant,  were 
sent  to  the  naval  hospital  at  Pensacola : 

Lieutenant  R.  Prentiss,  both  legs ;  left  one  amputated. 
Michael  Smith,  boy,  scalp. 
William  Feeney,  private  marine,  contusions. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

DAVID  KINDLEBEEGER, 

Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 
Commander  James  H.  Strong, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Monongahela, 


Rcjwrt  of  Commander  William  E,  Le  Roy, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Ossipbb. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  passing  the  forts,  and  in  the 
attack  upon  the  iron-clad  Tennessee,  this  ship  was  struck  four  times  in  the 
hull  and  several  times  in  the  rigging,  fortunately  without  disabling  the  ship. 
Our  stem  is  somewhat  injured  by  running  against  the  Tennessee.  Our  casnal- 
tios  I  am  pleased  to  report  as  ^niall.  When  about  running  down  the  Tennessee 
she  displayed  a  white  Hag,  but  not  in  time  to  prevent  my  colliding  with  her 
having  been  so  disabled  by  the  fire  of  the  fieet  and  unable  longer  to  continue 
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tlie  eoBtest,  and  I  was  fortunate  in  receiving  her  surrender  from  Commander 
Johnalon,  her  commander — Admiral  Buchanan  being  wounded — a  prize  to  the 
fleet  imder  your  command. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JVM.  E.  LE  ROY,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  i 

Commanding  W,  G,  B,  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 


United  States  Steamer  Ossipee, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Admiral:  In  my  report  of  the  part  this  ship  took  in  the  passage  of  Fort 
Morgan  yesterday,  I  neglected  to  allude  to  the  efficient  manner  in  wliich 
Lieutenant  Commander  George  W.  Brown,  with  the  Itasca  lashed  alongside  of 
me,  performed  his  duty  of  piloting  both  vessels,  &c. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  E.  LE  ROY,  Commander. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragit, 

Commanding  IV.  G.  B.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 


United  States  Steamer  Ossipee, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  damages  received 
by  this  vessel  in  the  late  engagement  with  Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  ram 
Tennessee : 

Part  of  fore-foot  gone,  occasioned  by  collision  with  the  Tennessee.  One  shot, 
m  130-pounder,  passed  through  forward  starboard  section  port  and  ship's  side,  de- 
etroying  a  knee  in  the  bojits wain's  room,  also  carrying  away  the  bulkheads  of 
same  and  issuing  room.  Another  shot  passed  through  ship's  side  and  starboard 
forward  coal-bunker.  One  shot  paj^sed  through  the  chain  armor,  first  forward  of 
f^tarboard  gangway  at  water's  tjclge,  through  ship's  side  and  starboard  coal-bunker, 
landing  in  port  coal-bunker,  passing  within  three  inches  of  the  steam-pipe. 
Also  a  shot-hole  through  ship's  side  and  water-ways,  under  the  starboard  main 
channels;  the  shot  carried  away  one  chain-plate  and  badly  splintered  the  water- 
ways. The  shot  that  passed  through  the  chain  armor  and  coal-bunker  is  a 
10 -inch  columbiad. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  HOWELL, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 
Commander  W.  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commanding  United  J^tates  Steam-Sloop  Ossipee. 


United  States  Steamer  Ossipee, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  accompanying  reports  of  injuries  sus- 
tained by  this  ship  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday,  as  also  of  the  amount  of 
ammunition  expended.  In  addition  to  my  report  of  yesterday,  I  would  stale, 
all  under  my  command  showed  such  zeal  and  energy  that  it  would  be  invidious 
to  select  any  one  as  more  deserving  than  another. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  E.  LE  ROY,  Comm.nder. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay. 
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United  States  Steamer  Ossipbe, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  the  damages  done  to  the  rigging  on  board  ibis 
vessel  on  the  5th  instant  were  as  follows  : 

Starboard  fore-stay  shot  away,  also  three  strands  of  the  port  fore-stay. 
Very  respectfully, 

ANDREW  MILNE.^ 
Boatswain  United  States  Navy. 
Commander  William  E.  Le  Roy, 

Commanding  United  States  Steam-Sloop  Ossipee. 


United  States  Steamer  Ossipee, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  would  most  respectftilly  submit  the  following  report  of  the  expen- 
ditures of  ammunition  and  projectiles  while  engaging  the  rebel  forts  and  vessels 
of  war  by  this  ship,  August  5,  1864: 

Shells,  ^ve  seconds,  thirty* ;  ten  seconds,  six;  fifteen  seconds,  two;  twenty 
seconds,  seven;  percussion,  thirty-two.  Solid  shots,  11-inch, four;  100-pounder, 
two  ;  32-pounder,  six ;  hollow  shots,  30-pounder,  four.  Powd'^r,  nnmber  seven 
cannon,  three  hundred  and  sixty -five  pounds ;  ordinary  powder,  three  hundred 
and  fifty -four  pounds. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS,  Gunner. 

Commander  Wm.  E.  Le  Roy,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Commander  E.  Donaldson,  * 

United  States  Steamer  Skmixolb, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  7, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  for  passing  the  forts,  on  the  5th  instant,  at 
half  past  ^ve  a.  m.,  we  went  alongside,  and  made  fast  on  the  port  side  of  the 
Lackawanna,  and  took  our  designated  station  in  the  line,  and  am  happy  to  say 
we  had  no  casualties  on  board. 

The  hull  of  the  ship  was  not  struck  at  all.  One  strand  of  the  port  mainstay 
was  cut  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell. 

At  fifteen  minutes  past  eight  a.  m.  we  cast  off  from  the  Lackawanna,  and  at 
fifteen  minutes  past  eight  a.  m.  came  to  anchor.  At  half  past  nine  a.  m.,  seeing 
the  rebel  ram  Tennessee  approaching  us,  we  slipped  to  avoid  her,  and  at  fifteen 
minutes  past  ten  a.  m.  returned  to  our  anchorage,  after  having  delivered  two 
broadsides  at  her,  at  a  distance  of  about  one  thousand  yards.  I  am  Ihappj  to 
say  that  all  the  officers  and  crew  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness. 
Respectfully,  &c., 

EDWARD  DONALDSON,  Commander. 

Rear-Amiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala, 


REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY   OF   THE   NAVY.  433 


United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Mobile  Bayt  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  bave  to  report  that,  in  passing  the  fort  yesterday,  we  met  with  no 
casualties  in  killed  or  wounded.     One  shot  from  the  water  battery  cut  one  strand 
of  oar  mainstay,  which  is  the  only  injury  done  the  ship  or  rigging. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  DONALDSON,  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W,  G,  Blockading  Squadron^ 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford^  Mobile  Bay^  Alabama, 


United  States  Steamer  Seminole, 

Mobile  Bay  August  6.  1864. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  report  of  expenditure  of  ammunition  on  board  this 
Tetsel  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday : 

Five  ten-second  Il-inchshell;  four  32-pounder  solid  shot;  sixteen  30-pounder 
Parrott  rifle  shell ;  two  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle  shot ;  five  15-pound  charges ; 
four  6-pound  charges;  18J-pound  charges. 
BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  DONALDSON.  Comm^inder. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W.  G,  B.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala. 


Report  of  Commander  T.  H.  Stevens, 

Umted  States  Monitor  Winnebago, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  according  to  instructions,  this  vessel 
yesterday,  at  half  past  five  a.  m.,  got  under  way  from  her  anchorage,  near  Sand 
island,  and  proceeded  up  the  bay  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  enemy.  At 
seven  took  station  between  Fort  Morgan  and  the  wooden  vessels  of  the  fleet  in 
line  of  battle.  At  fifteen  minutos  past  seven  opened  fire  on  the  fort,  the  enemy 
firing  rapidly.  At  eight  the  United  States  monitor  Tecumseh  was  blown  up 
and  sank  by  a  torpedo,  when  within  about  a  cable  length  of  us,  and  shortly 
after  the  following  men,  having  been  saved  from  the  wreck,  were  brought  on 
board  in  a  boat  beionfjjing  to  the  Metacoraet : 

Acting  Ensign  John  B.  Zellick,  Quartermaster  William  Roberts,  Quarter- 
master Chauncey  P.  Dean.  Seamen :  G(;orge  Major,  James  McDonald.  Ordinary 
Mamen :  James  Bumes,  Charles  Packand,  James  Lands,  William  Tidder.  Goal- 
passer  :  William  wost. 

At  half  past  eight  passed  Fort  Morgan,  and  steamed  slowly  up  the  bay.  At 
ten  minutet*  past  nine  the  after-turret  broke  down.  At  fifteen  minutes  past  nine 
received  order  from  flag-ship  to  attack  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee,  which  sur- 
rendered at  forty-five  minutes  past  nine.  Anchored  with  the  fleet  at  forty-five 
minutes  past  ten  in  the  lower  fleet  anchorage  of  Mobile  bay. 

Enclosed  please  receive  engineer's  report  of  the  condition  of  the  turrets,  and 
the  ganner*s  account  of  ammunition  expended. 

The  Winnebago  was  struck  nineteen  times,  three  of  the  shot  having  penetrated 
the  deck  near  the  after  turret. 
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I  have  to  report   no  casualties.      The    officers  and  men  conducted  them- 
selves well;    and  to   Acting  Volunteer   Lieutenant  W.  T.  Shankland,  First 
Assistant  Enpjineer  John  Purdy,  who  volunteered  for  this  vessely  and  the  pilot, 
William  H.  Wroten,  I  am  indebted  for  valuable  assistance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  H.  STEVENS,  Commander. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farra«ut, 

Commanding  W,  G,  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  Steamer  Winnebago, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  following  is  a  correct  list  of 
ordnance  stores  expended  whilst  engaging  the  rebel  batteries  and  fleet :  Fifty- 
two  eleven-inch  charges,  fifteen  pounds  each ;  two  eleven-inch  charges,  twenty- 
five  pounds  each ;  six  eleven-inch  shell,  fiY^  seconds  each ;  twelve  el^en-inch 
nhell,  ten  seconds  each ;  fourteen  eleven-inch  shrapnell,  ^yq  seconds  each ;  six 
stands  of  grape ;  two  stands  of  canister ;  fourteen  eleven-inch  solid  shot,  ordi- 
nary steel ;  two  eleven-inch  solid  shot,  ordinary  steel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  SHERMAN, 

Acting  Gunner. 
Commander  Thomas  Stevens,  U.  S.  N., 

Com*dg  United  States  Steamer  Winnebago. 


Report  of  Commander  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson. 

United  States  Steamer  Manhattan, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

« 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
ship  in  the  action  of  the  5th  instant  with  Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  iron-clad 
Tennessee : 

At  five  minutes  past  seven  a.  m.  I  opened  on  the  fort,  but  owing  to  the  dense 
smoke  from  the  guns  our  firing  was  necessarily  very  slow. 

After  passing  Fort  Morgan,  I  devoted  my  attention  entirely  to  the  rebel  iron- 
clad, firing  my  guns  slowly  and  with  great  precision. 

At  forty-five  minutes  past  nine  I  obtained  a  raking  position  under  his  steni, 
and  fired  a  solid  shot,  which  struck  him  on  the  port  quarter,  carrying  away  bis 
steering  gear. 

At  fifty-seven  minutes  past  nine,  when  on  the  point  of  firing  from  the  same 
position,  he  hauled  down  his  colors  and  surrendered. 

I  fired  at  the  Tennessee  six  times,  namely,  one  shell,  two  solid  and  three 
cored  shot. 

I  am  satisfied  that  most,  if  not  all,  the  scnous  damage  she  has  sustained  was 
caused  by  the  fifteen-inch  shot  from  this  vessel. 

This  ship  was  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot  nine  times,  causing  no  material  dam- 
age ;  but  of  this  I  will  make  a  separate  report. 

No  person  was  injured  on  board.  Officers  and  men  all  did  their  daty;  but  I 
especially  recommend  Acting  Ensign  John  B.  Trott,  who  was  stationed  at  the 
wheel  steering  the  ship  himself,  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  he  perfenned 
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bifl  dntj.  Also  Acting  Master  Robert  B.  Ely,  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
worked  his  gtms.  Both  of  these  gentlemen,  I  think,  are  worthy  of  being  advanced 
a  grade  in  the  service. 

One  of  the  fifteen-inch  carriages  is  temporarily  disabled  by  the  breaking  of 
some  bolts. 

I  am>  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  NICHOLSON, 

Comtnander. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala, 


United  States  Iron-clad  Manhattan, 

Mobile  Bay,  Alabama,  August  8,  1864. 

SlB:  Of  the  six  fifteen-inch  projectiles  fired  from  this  vessel  at  the  rebel  iron- 
clad Tennessee,  I  claim  four  as  having  struck,  doing  most  of  the  real  injuries 
that  she  iias  sustained,  namely :  First,  one  shot  on  port  beam,  going  entirely 
through  the  armor,  and  crushing  the  wood  backing,  making  a  hole  completely 
through  the  vessel;  second,  one  phot  near  the  first,  but  higher  up  and  further  forwara, 
making  a  deep  indent^ition,  and  then  glancing  over  the  ship;  third,  a  shell  strik- 
ing her  stem  port  shutter,  disabling  it,  so  that  the  gun  could  not  be  used ;  fourth, 
a  shot  striking  her  stern,  ripping  up  the  deck  plating,  carrying  away  her  steer- 
ing gear,  and  then  striking  her  armor  at  the  angle  of  the  port  quarter,  crushing 
it  and  starting  the  wood  backing  through  to  the  inside. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  A.  NICHOLSON, 

Commander, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout,  U.  S.  N., 

Coitidg  W,  G,  B.  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala, 


United  States  Iron-clad  Manhattan, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  expenditures  of  ammu- 
nition in  the  action  of  to-day  with  rebel  Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  iron-clad 
Tennessee  :  Four  fifteen-inch  shell ;  three  fuzes — three  and  a  half,  seven,  and 
ten  seconds ;  three  fifteen-inch  solid  phot;  four  fifteen-inch  cored  shot ;  four  fifteen- 
inch  charges,  thirty-five  pounds  ;  four  fifteen-iuch  charges,  fifty  pounds  ;  three 
fifteen-inch  charges,  sixty  pounds. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer, 
Commander  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Manhattan. 


United  States  Iron-clad  Manhattan, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  damages  sustained  by  this  ship 
ia  action  of  to-day  with  the  rebel  Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  iron-clad  Tennessee  • 
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Turret, — One  two  and  a  quarter  inch  indentatian  from  conical  steel-pointed 
shot,  four  feet  from  deck ;  one  seven-eighth  inch  indentation  from  glancing  shut, 
two  feet  from  deck;  one  seven-eighth  inch  indentation  just  above  base  ring; 
outside,  three  rivet-heads  knocked  oflP  and  seven  started ;  base  ring  separated 
slightly. 

Pdot-house. — One  and  a  quarter  inch  indentation  from  conical  shot,  four  feet 
three  inches  from  base;  outside,  one  rivet  head  knocked  off  and  two  started; 
inside,  one  rivet-head  knocked  off  and  two  started. 

Armor. — Struck  by  glancing  shot  on  starboard  quarter,  a  few  feet  forward  of 
propeller  and  ten  inches  below  the  deck;  separated  armor-plates  slightly  for  five 
feet ;  a  shot  passed  through  both  quarters  of  one  boat,  and  through  the  gunwale 
of  the  other ;  one  ventilator-stay  was  shot  away ;  ventilator  dented  by  a  frag- 
ment of  shell;  a  shot  passed  througli  boiler-iron  around  rim  of  turret;  the  car- 
riage of  port  fifteen-inch  gun  was  disabled  by  the  recoil,  carrying  away  six 
bolt-heads,  securing  composition  plates. 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer, 

Commander  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Manhattan. 


United  States  Steamer  Manhattan, 

August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  working  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  this  vessel  during  the  action  to-day. 

Though  having  been  tested  severely  during  the  chase  of  the  rebel  ram  Ten- 
nessee, everything  worked  well,  and  is  now  ready  for  service  at  any  moment. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  L.  CARTY, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer, 
Commander  J.  W.  A.  Nicholson, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Manhattan, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  C,  H,  Wells. 

United  States  Steamer  Oalena, 
Mobile  Bai/f  Ala.,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  report  to  you  the  part  which  this  steamer  took  in  passing 
Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  yesterday. 

Before  leaving  the  anchorage  oflP  Mobile  bar  the  Galena  was  lashed  to  the 
port  side  of  the  Oneida,  according  to  your  diagram  of  line  of  battle  furnished, 
and  occupied  the  rear  of  the  line.  Fort  Morgan  began  firing  at  ^ve  minutes 
past  seven  a.  m.,  when  the  Oneida  replied,  and  was  followed  by  this  vessel  at 
twenty-five  minutes  past  seven  with  the  one-hundred  pounder  rifle  on  the  fore- 
castle, which  took  effect  in  the  fort.  When  abreast  and  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  it,  Captain  Mullany,  of  the  Oneida,  was  wounded  badly  in  the  arm  and 
log,  and  the  steering  apparatus  of  his  vessel  was  shot  away,  which  was  shortly 
afterwards  followed  by  the  explosion  of  one  of  her  boilers,  caused  by  a  heavy 
shot  striking  it;  and  this  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Galena  to  tow  the 
Oneida  by  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  under  a  severe  raking  fire  from  the  former, 
which  was  accomplished  by  fifteen  minutes  past  nine. 

Both  vessels  were  repeatedly  struck,  but  the  Oneida,  from  having  been  on 
the  starboard  side  of  this  steamer,  suffered  severely,  losing  a  number  of  men 
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killed*  and  having  a  number  wounded.  Her  captain,  J.  R.  M.  Mullany,  under 
the  moat  trying  circumstances,  displayed  the  utmost  courage  and  geillantry 
while  passing  through  a  terrific  fire,  and  only  left  the  deck  when  he  had  been 
severely  wounded.  His  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Huntington,  cheerfully 
carried  out  my  orders  after  the  disability  of  Captain  Mullany,  and  distinguished 
himself  by  his  coolness  and  bravery. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your  notice  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Wilson,  who  faithfully  carried  out  my  orders 
in  passing  Fort  Morgan,  as  well  as  in  the  exhibition  of  coolness  and  bravery. 
Acting  Master  D.  C.  Kells,  Acting  Ensigns  Pea?e  and  Miner, and  Acting  Master's 
Mates  Tuttle  and  Delano,  I  would  also  recommend  to  your  favorable  notice  for 
their  good  conduct  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Buehler,  first  assistant  engineer  and  acting  chief,  managed  the  engineer's 
department  in  a  highly  creditable  manner,  in  which  he  was  sustained  by  the 
Assistant  Engineers  (ireenleaf,  Scott,  Burns,  and  Weecker. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Kitchen  and  Lesley  G.  Morrow,  captain's  clerk, 
remained  on  deck  during  the  action,  and  contributed  their  parts  to  my  entire 
satisfaction.  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  George  P.  Wright  not  only  attended  to 
oar  three  cases  of  wounded,  (one  mortally,)  but  gave  his  professional  services 
to  the  Oneida,  to  several  of  their  wounded  who  came  on  board  of  this  steamer. 

The  crew  manifested  the  utmost  courage  throughout  the  affair,  which  will 
always  reflect  crediUibly  upon  you  and  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  WELLS, 
Lieutenant  Commahdingi  United  States  Navy, 

Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Oftn'dg  IV.  G.  B,  Squadron,  United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford. 


United  States  Steamer  Galena, 

Mobile  Bai/t  Avgust  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  the  following  list  of  damages  this  steamer  sustained 
in  passing  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  between  the  hours  of  seven  and  ten  on 
the  morning  of  the  fifth. 

One  ten-inch  shot  in  starboard  bow ;  one  ten-inch  shot  in  starboard  waist, 
ahaft  plank  sheer;  one  ten-inch  shot  through  smokestack,  above  bridge;  one 
shot  through  gig;  one  shot  through  cutter;  mizzen-stay  cut  away;  one  shot 
cutting  away  boat-davit;  one  shot  striking  one-hundred  pounder  rifle;  two 
stands  of  grape  cut  away ;  port  boarding  nettings  cut  by  raking  fire ;  cut  up 
rails  of  topgallant  forecastle ;  cutting  rammers  and  spongers  of  bow-pivot ; 
mizzen  rigging  cut  away  by  a  stand  of  grape;  chain  and  running  rigging  badly 
cut  up. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  WELLS, 
Lieutenant  Commanding t  United  States  Naey. 
Admiral  I).  G.  Farragut,  ^ 

Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  E.  Jouett. 

United  States  Steamer  Metacomet, 

Bay  vt   iMobi/e,  AvguH  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  seventh  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  successful  passage  of  the  forts  and  the  cap- 
ture or  dispersion  of  the  rebel  fleet  m.>idc  the  bay. 
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At  half  past  four  a.  m.  of  the  fifth  I  ran  alongside  of  the  Hartford  and  la^^hed 
on  her  port  side.     At  fifty  minutcis  after  six  the  Tecumseh  hoisted  her  colors 
and  fired  a  gun.     Fort  Morgan  replied.     In  a  short  time  the  action  became 
general  between  the  fort,  iron-clads,  Brooklyn,  Hartford,  and  Richmond.     At 
this  time  the  rebel  fleet  took  their  stations  across  the  channel,  delivering  a 
raking  fire  upon  our  line.     Thirty-five  minutes  past  seven,  amidst  the  hottest 
of  the  fire,  the  Tecumseh  was  blo^vn  up.     I  immediately  sent  a  boat  to  her 
assistance  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  0.  Nields,  who  pulled  to  the  spot, 
when  she  sank,  and  succeeded  in  saving  one  acting  ensign,  eight  men,  and  a 
pilot.     It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  comment  upon  what  he  did ;  you  know  the 
situation  under  which  he  gallantly  performed  this  duty;  he  delivered  the  men 
to  the  Winnebago,  and  then  joined  the   Oneida,  and  asked  for  some  duty. 
When  the  Oneida  anchored,  he  rejoined  me  up  the  bay.     At  forty  minutes  past 
seven  the  Brooklyn  backed  down  the  line,  when  the  Hartford  shot  ahead,  lead- 
ing the  fleet  in  past  the  forts.     At  this  time  a  shell  from  the  rebel  gunboat  Sel- 
ma  passed  through  this  vessel  into  the  forward  storeroom,  killing  one  man  and 
wounding  another,  and  setting  the  ship  on  fire.     By  prompt  action  on  the  part 
of  Acting  Ensign  G.  E.  ^Ving,  in  charge  of  powder  division,  we  succeeded  in 
in  extinguishing  it.     At  five  minutes  past  eight  cast  off  from  the  Hartford  and 
steamed  for  the  three  rebel  gunboats,  who  were  annoying  the  fleet  by  a  raking 
fire.     They  steamed  up  the  bay,  engaging  us  with   their  stern  guns,  of  which 
they  had  three  each.     At  half  past  eight  the  Gaines  retreated  under  cover  of 
the  fort  hi  a  crippled  condition.     At  nine  the  Morgan  hauled  ofiP  to  starboard, 
and  at  ten  minutes  past  nine  the  Selma  struck  her  flag  to  this  ship.     I  immedi- 
ately despatched  a  boat,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  N.  M.  Dyre,  to  take  charge 
of  the  prize,  and  to  send  her  captain  and  first  lieutenant  on  board.     He  hoisted 
the  American  flag,  and  reported  Captain  Murphy  wounded  and  first  lieutenant 
killed.     He  transferred  fifty  of  her  crew  to  this  vessel,  and  at  fifty  minutes  past 
nine  Captain  P.  V.  Murphy  came  on  board  and  surrendered  his  sword  and  ves- 
sel.    She  had  five  killed  and  ten  wounded,  including  the  Captain,  two  of  whom 
have  since  died.     The  dead  and  wounded  were  attended  to.     The  remainder  of 
her  crew  and  officers  were  sent  to  the  Port  Royal.     Put  engineers  and  firemen 
on  board   and   steamed  to  the  fleet,  reporting  the  capture  of  the  confederate 
steamer  Selma,  which  vessel  mounted  two  nine-inch  Dahlgren  smooth  bore,  one 
six  and  a  half  inch  rifle,  and   one  eight  and  a  half  inch  smooth   bore,  all  on 
pivot,  with  a  crew,  all  told,  of  ninety-four  men.     1  am  much  indebted  to  the 
executive  officer,  II.  J.  Sleeper,  for  his  cool,  prompt,  and  officer-like   condnct ; 
he  is  a  valuable  officer.     For  the  efficient  handlinji^  of  the  vessel,  I  am  much  in- 
debted to  Acting  Master  N.  M.  Dyre,  who  had  permission  to  go  north  on  leave, 
but  volunteered  to  remain  to  assist  in  the  attack  upon  the  forts.     Acting  Ensign 
John  White  was  cool  and  deliberate,  working  his  rifle  gun   with  good  eftect. 
Acting  Master's  Mat(*^^  Goodwin  and  Miller  performed  their  duties  with  prompt- 
ness and  zeal,  making  good  {*liot8  with  tlieir  nine-inch  guns.     Acting  Third  As- 
sistant Engineer  King,  who  was  much  exposed  at  the  engine-bell,  never  failed 
to  pull  the  proper  bell ;  and  to  the  efficient  arrangement  of  the  engineer  depart- 
ment and  the  prompt  answer  to  tlie  bells,  I  am  indebted   to  First  Assistant 
Engineer  Atkin.     The  gunner,  Mr.  Lamen,  attended  in   both  shell-rooms  and 
magazines,  forward  and  aft,  and  kept  the  guns  more  than  supplied.     I  cannot 
close  this  long  report  without  calling  your  attention  to  Assistant  Surgeon  Payne, 
of  this   vessel.     By  his  report  we  had  one  killed  and  two  wounded.     Time 
evening  there  were  pl.aced  on  board  this  vessel  some  sixty  badly  wounded  offi- 
cers and  men,  to  be  conveyed  to  Pensacola.     He  was  untiring  in  his  attention, 
watching  and  tending  them  at  all  times.     He  deserves  especial  mention  for  hia 
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great  and  BncceBsfal  exertions.     This  ship  was  struck  eleven  times,  doing  but 
little  damage ;  shots  mostly  above  the  huU. 

I  herewidi  submit  the  reports  of  the  executive  officer  and  surgeon. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  E.  JOUETT, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron. 


Ammunilion  consumed  on  hoard  the  Uuited  States  steamer  Metacomet,  August 

5,  1864. 

Twenty-five  charges  powder,  (ten  pounds,)  one-hundred  pounder;  fifteen 
flhell,  percussion,  one-hundred  pounder ;  ten  shell,  long  five-second,  one-hundred 
pounder ;  twenty  charges  powder,  (ten  pounds,)  nine-inch  gun;  five  shell,  five- 
second,  nine-inch  gun ;  ten  shell,  ten-second,  nine-inch  gun ;  five  shot,  grape, 
nine-inch  gun ;  two  shot,  solid,  nine-inch  gun ;  six  shot,  solid,  (thirty-two 
poands;)  one  hundred  primers,  cannon;  five  charges  powder,  (one  pound,) 
howitzer;  five  shell,  percussion,  howitzer;  five  fixed  ammunition,  howitzer; 
four  shrapnell,  howitzer ;  two  shell,  fixed  ammunition,  howitzer. 

I  do  wrtify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  ammunition  consumed 
on  the  fifth  day  of  August,  1864. 
Very  respectfully, 

JAMES  LAMEN, 

Acting  Gunner. 


Report  of  damages  sustained  hy  the   United  States  steamer  Metacomet  during 

the  engagement  of  the  fifth  instant. 

One  shell  through  starboard  bow,  exploding  in  the  storeroom ;  one  shell  on 
port  bow ;  one  shot  through  foremast,  cutting  two  forwaid  shrouds,  port  side ; 
one  cutting  off  heads  of  fire-room  ventilators ;  one  through  smoke-stack ;  one 
through  escape-pipe ;  two  bursting  in  starboard  paddle-box ;  one  through  top  of 
after  pilot-house ;  one  cutting  mainsail  in  two;  one  striking  and  bending  the 
after  quarter  davit. 

Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  J.  SLEEPER, 

Executive  Officer, 


Report  ^if  Lieutenant  Commander  B.  Gherardi, 

United  States  Steamer  Port  Royal, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth  instant 
I  took  my  position  on  the  port  side  of  the  United  States  steamer  Richmond,  as 
her  consort  1  was  able  to  open  fire  but  twice-^-once  as  the  rebel  iron-clad 
Tennessee  passed  down  the  line;  the  second  time  as  we  kept  away  on  a  north- 
west course,  I  was  able  to  bring  the  10-inch  pivot  gun  to  bear  on  Fort  Morgan, 
and  the  rifled  guns  to  bear  on  Fort  Gaines. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BANCROFT  GHERARDI, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W.  G,  B,  Squadron, 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  C.  H.  Greene, 

United  States  Steamer  Octorara, 

Mobile  BaiJ,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forwai'd  to  you  the  various  reports  of  damages  and 
casualties  on  board. 

1  bear  cheerful  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  officers  and  men ;  part  of 
the  latter  volunteered  to  work  one  of  the  Brooklyn's  guns,  and  although  1  have 
not  yet  heard  of  them  from  Captain  Alden,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  they 
bore  their  part  well. 

To  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Urann,  executive  officer,  I  am  much  indebted 
for  his  zeal  and  efforts  in  having  the  ship  ready  to  go  under  fire. 

Acting  Master  Billings,  a  volunteer  from  the  Vincennes,  kept  his  post  faith- 
fully, and  though  quite  severely  hurt,  still  remained. 

To  Acting  Master  Young,  Acting  Ensigns  Dodge  and  McEntee,  my  thanks 
are  due  for  their  steadiness  and  promptness  at  their  quarters. 

The  engineer  department,  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Shipman,  acting  chief 
engineer,  was  well  attended  to,  and  his  subordinates*  conduct  met  my  appro- 
bation. 

To  Assistant  Surgeon  Dodge  and  Paymaster  Pynchon,  and  in  fact  all,  I 
tender  my  hearty  thanks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  GREENE, 
Lieutenant  Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  \V.  G.  B.  Squadron, 


United  States  Steamer  Octorara, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  damages  done  this  ship  by  shot  in  passing  the  fort  this 
morning.     They  are  as  follows  : 

One  shot  in  starboard  bow,  entering  just  in  wake  of  lOO-pounder  rifle; 
one  on  port  bow  abreast  of  foremast;  one  through  each  paddle-box,  two  iu 
foremast,  one  through  smoke-stack,  and  one  in  mainmast,  catting  two 
shrouds  of  main  rigging ;  one  through  the  gig  alongside ;  one  cut  one  shrotid 
on  starboard  side ;  one  cut  one  shroud  on  port  side ;  one  cut  pennant  tackle  on 
starboard  side;  one  cut  vang  falls  on  starboard  side;  one  struck  and  carried  away 
awning  frame  on  the  stem,  and  went  through  ensign ;  one  struck  wheel  on 
hurricane  deck ;  one  through  boat  on  davit  forward ;  one  cut  shroud  on  port 
side  forward ;  one  shoe  in  forward  part  of  forward  guard  starboard  side ;  one 
through  foresail. 

Ammunition  expended:  Eight  10-pound- charges  for  100*poander  Parrott, 
and  eight  solid  shot  for  lOO-pounder. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  D.  URANN, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer, 

Lieut.  Commander  C.  H.  Greene. 


United  States  Steamer  Octorara, 

Mobile  Bay.  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  damages  done  to  the  engineer  department  .of  thb  veesel  dor- 
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ing  the  action  of  the  morning.  They  are  as  follows,  namely:  three  shots 
through  the  starboard  wheel,  carrying  away  a  portion  of  three  inner  rings  and 
three  arms ;  one  shot  through  the  smoke-pipe  of  boilers,  about  twenty  feet 
aboYe  the  hurricane  deck. 

Mo6t  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  W.  C.  SHIPMAN, 
Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer,  in  charge. 
Lieut  Commander  C.  H.  Grebnb. 


United  States  Steamer  Octorara, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  the  amount  of  shot  and  ammunition  expended  in  pass- 
ing the  fort  this  morning : 

Eight  10-pound  charges  for  100-pounder  rifle;  eight  shot  for  lOO-pounder 
rifle. 

Respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

WILLIAM  D.  URANN. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 
Lieut  Commander  C.  H.  Greene. 


Beport  of  Licufenant  Commander  W.  P.  McCann. 

United  States  Steamer  Kennebec, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  enclosed  reports  of  casualties,  injuries 
sustained,  and  of  ammunition  expended  on  board  of  this  vessel  during  the  action 
with  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  and  the  rebel  flotilla,  and  while  pursuing  the 
rebel  gunboat  Morgan  toward  Dog  River  bar. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Kennebec  performed  their  duties  gallantly  under 
the  enemy's  lire.  When  lashed  alongside  the  Monongahela,  I  sent  Acting  En- 
sign J  D.  Elli:*,  in  charge  of  a  gun's  crew,  to  work  a  gun  there,  under  the  ob- 
servation of  Captain  Strong,  where  he  acted  nobly. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  H. 
E.  Tinkham,  who,  when  seriously  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  from 
the  rebel  ram  Tennessee,  and  when  the  vessel  was  supposed  to  be  on  fire,  re- 
fused to  leave  his  station.  It  affords  me  pleasure  to  bring  to  your  favorable 
notice  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Baker,  the  executive  officer.  Act- 
ing Ensign  J.  J.  Butler,  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  L.  W.  Kobinson. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  George  W.  Hatch  rendered  the  most  prompt  assist- 
ance to  the  wounded.  The  crew  fully  sustained  the  proud  reputation  of  the 
American  sailor  for  courage  and  hravery. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  McCANN, 
Lieutenant  Commander^  Comfnanding  the  Kennebec. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farraolt, 

Commanding  IV.  G.  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  Gtnboat  Kennebec, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  are  the  injuries  sustained  by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of 
the  fifth  instant. 
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One  sbot^n  starboard  quarter,  demolishing  mooring  chock,  and  passing 
through  main  rail  in  port  side,  also  injured  deck. 

A  shell  from  rebel  ram  Tennessee  exploded  in  ship's  side,  below  spurketing, 
causing  the  following  damage  : 

Double  iron  chain  stops  broken,  horizontal  knee-staj  torn  awajr,  four  deck 
planks  broken  and  partially  blown  away,  two  side  planks  broken ;  water-way 
and  side  timber  broken  and  partially  blown  away ;  bulwarks  and  hammock  rail 
broken ;  six  planks  on  berth  deck  broken;  two  planks  on  port  bow  injured  by 
collision  with  ram,  which  vessel  left  her  boat  across  our  bow,  and  iron  davit  on 
our  port  anchor. 

Very  respectfully,  your'obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  BAKER. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ^  Executive  Officer. 
Lieut.  Commander  Wm.  P.  McCann, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Kennebec, 


United  States  Steamer  Kbnnbbbc, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir:  The  following  is  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended  by  this  vessel  in 
the  action  of  the  fifth  instant,  namely  : 

Eight  11-inch  shells,  twenty-five  20-pound  rifle  shells.     Powder:  Two  20- 
pound   11-incli  charges;  six  15-pound  11-inch  charges;  twenty-five  2-poand 
charges  for  rifle;  thirty-three  cannon  primers.     Total  rounds,  thirty-three. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  TINKHAM, 
Acting  Ensign,  in  charge  of  ordnance. 
Lieut.  Commander  Wm.  P.  McCann, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Kennebec,  Mobile  Boy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  George  Brovm, 

United  States  Steamship  Itasca, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  18G4. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  of  the  fifth  instant : 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  this  vessel  was  secured  on  the  port  side  of  the 
Ossipee,  to  aid  her  should  she  become  disabled. 

After  having  passed  Fort  Morgan,  I  cast  off  from  the  Ossipee,  and  started 
under  sail  and  a  full  head  of  steam  in  pursuit  of  the  rebel  gunboats  Morgan  and 
Selma,  that  were  being  engaged  by  the  Metacomet;  but  before  I  came  within 
range  the  Morgan  had  succeeded  in  getting  in  such  a  position  that  I  could  not 
cut  off  her  retreat  toward  Fort  Morgan,  and  the  Selma  had  struck  her  flag  to 
the  Metacomet. 

I  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  spirited  willingness  and  desire  manifested 
by  all  under  my  command  to  take  a  more  active  part  in  the  engagement,  bat 
the  duty  assigned  us  privented  us  from  using  our  guns  in  passing  Fort  Morgan, 
except  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  density  of  smoke. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  casualties  occurred. 

The  vessel  was  struck  once  in  the  mainmast. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sei'vant, 

GEORGE  BROWN, ' 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W.  G,  B.  Squadron, 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  0.  H,  Ptrkins, 

United  States  Monitor  Chickasaw, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

At  six  a.  m.,  on  Friday,  August  5,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  got  under  way, 
and  took  my  position  in  the  rear  of  the  Winnebago,  on  the  right  of  the  line. 
I  passed  the  forts  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  firing  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Afterwards,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  attacked  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee,  follow- 
ing her  up  closely,  shooting  away  her  smoke-stack,  and  firing  solid  shot  at  her 
till  hei;*  flag  was  nauled  down  and  a  white  flag  raised.  Her  steering  gear  being 
shot  away,  I  took  her  in  tow  and  brought  her  to  anchor  near  the  Hartford.  In 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  again  got  under  way,  and  brought  a  large 
barge,  the  Ingomar,  out  from  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Powell,  exchanging 
several  shot,  and  being  stmck  three  times. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  I  proceeded  again  to  Fort  Powell,  which  I  found 
deserted  and  blown  up.     I  towed  out  another  barge. 

In  the  afternoon  I  advanced  and  shelled  Fort  Gaines. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  all  the  officers  and  men  for  their  coolness 
and  eflSiciency  under  fire,  and  their  endurance  while  at  quarters. 

I  would  mention,  in  particular.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  William  Hamil- 
ton, the  executive  officer,  who,  when  on  his  way  home,  condemned  by  medical 
survey,  volunteered  for  this  vessel.  I  owe  much  to  him  for  his  energy  in  fitting 
out  the  vessel,  and  for  his  gallantry  and  coolness  during  the  fight.  Acting 
Master  E.  D.  Percy,  who  also  volunteered  for  the  vessel,  and  commanded  the 
guns  in  the  after  turret,  and  Gunner  John  A.  McDonald,  who  commanded  the 
forward  turret,  deserve  especial  mention  for  the  skill  and  rapidity  with  which 
they  fought  their  batteries.  Chief  Boatswain's  Mate  Andrew  Jones  and  Mas- 
ter-at-arms James  Seanor,  who,  although  their  time  was  out,  volunteered  for 
the  fight  from  the  Vincennes,  are  entitled  to  honorable  mention. 

During  the  entire  action  the  vessel  was  struck  a  number  of  times,  the  smoke- 
stack was  shot  almost  entirely  away,  and  one  shot  penetrated  the  deck  on  the 
starboard  bow.  No  serious  injury  was  suffered,  and  there  were  no  casualties 
among  offic^'rs  or  men. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  ammunition  expended. 
Respectfully,  your  obediont  servant, 

G.  n.  PEKKINS,  Lieutenant  Commander. 

Eear-Admiral  D.  G.  FARRACiUT, 

Flag' Shi  J)  Hartford. 


Umted  States  Steamship  Monitor  Chickasaw, 

August  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  expenditures  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  in  the  engagement  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  August : 

Shell  expended  upon  Fort  Morgan,  seventy-five  five-second ;  fifteen-pound 
charges,  seventy-five.  Shot,  steel,  expended  upon  ram  Tennessee,  four;  shot, 
cast-iron,  forty-eight ;  twenty-pound  charges,  fifty-two.  Shell  expended  upon 
Fort  Powell,  twenty-five  five-second ;  fifteen-pound  charges,  twenty-five.  Sliell 
expended  upon  Fort  Gaines,  fifteen  five-j<(?cond ;  sixteen  ten-second ;  fifteen- 
pound  chargiis,  thirty-one ;  percuf*sion  primers  expended,  one  hundred  and 
ninety  ;  lock-strings  expended,  two  ;  sponges,  two  ;  rammers,  one. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  McDonald,  Gunner. 

Lieut.  Com'd'r.  G.  H.  Perkins, 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Steam  Monitor  Chiclasaw. 
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Rc27ort  of  4^ieutenant  Charles  L,  Huntington, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  O.veida, 

Mobile  Bay,  Avgust  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  Gommnnclcr  Mullany  having  been  seriously  wound(*cl,  it  devolves  ujion 
mv.  to  make  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Oneida  in  the  engagement  with 
Fort  ^lorpjin  and  the  enemy's  vessels  on  the  fifth  instant. 

1  have  but  few  data  to  guide  me,  Mr.  Ebbetts,  the  captain's  clerk,  liaving 
been  required  below  after  Commander  Mullany  received  his  wound. 

About  half  past  three  a.  m.  our  consort,  the  Galena,  came  alongside,  and  we 
proceeded  to  lash  the  ships  together. 

At  ton  minutes  past  four  we  got  under  way,  in  obedience  to  signal,  and  took 
our  station  in  line  as  per  diagram  furnished  to  the  commanding  officers. 

At  five  minutes  past  seven  a.  m.  Fort  Morgan  opened  fire,  and  at  fifteen  min- 
utes past  seven  we  opened  with  the  thirty-pounder  Parrott  from  our  topgallant 
forecastle ;  the  Galena  also  firing  with  her  one  hundred-pounder  Parrott  rifle. 

At  twenty-five  minutes  past  seven  we  commenced  firing  fifteen-second  and 
ten- second  shell  from  the  eleven-inch  pivot  guns.  At  forty- five  minutes  past 
seven  opened  with  our  entire  starboard  broadside  with  five-second  shell,  alM) 
firing  two-second  eleven-inch  shrapnell  when  abreast  the  fort.  As  the  Oneida 
was  the  sternmost  of  the  line,  we  had  a  good  opportunity  to  observe  the  effects 
of  the  grape  fired  by  the  vessels  ahejid,  and,  it  appearing  to  fall  in  the  water,  it 
was  determined  to  use  only  five-second  shell  and  shrapnell  with  short  fuze. 

Fort  Morgan  fired  very  vigorously  upon  us,  and  sustaining  as  we  did  for  a 
while  th(r  fire  of  all  its  guns,  the  damages*  to  the  ship  are  very  severe.  At  fifty 
minutes  past  seven  a  seven- inch  rifle  shell  passed  through  the  chain  armor  and 
the  ship's  side  at  the  water-line  into  the  starboard  boiler,  exploding  there. 
Nearly  tlie  whole  watch  below  of  firemen  and  coal-heavers  were  scalded  to  deatli, 
or  disabh^l  by  the  escaping  steam.  This  accident  caused  only  a  very  temporary 
excitement  on  tlu;  part  of  the  guns*  crews  near  the  fire-room  and  engine-room 
hatclu^s,  and  the  guns  were  gallantly  served  and  fired  while  the  steam  was  es- 
caping. About  this  time  also  a  seven  inch  rifle  shell  entered  at  the  water-line, 
expl«)ded  in  the  cabin,  cutting  both  wheel-ropes;  the  relieving  tackles  wore  im- 
miMliatcly  manned  and  worked  very  promptly  and  skilfully  under  the  super- 
vision of  Alexander  Love?,  boatswain's  mate. 

Observing  the  enemy's  iron-clad  ram  Tennessee  to  be  approaching  us,  the 
guns  wfre  ordeied  to  be  loaded  with  increased  charge  of  powder  and  solid  shot. 
81ie  passi^l  alongside  of  us  not  more  than  two  hundred  yards  distant,  attempt- 
ing to  (iiscliaigt*  her  guns.  Fortunately  the  primers  failed  to  explode  the 
cliarg(?s  hi  the*  guns  three  times,  and  she  only  succeeded  in  giving  us  one  shot, 
whicii  struck  the  after  eleven -inch  pivot  gun  on  the  chase. 

13«)tli  train-tackles  and  one  out-tackle  of  the  forward  eleven-inch  gun  having 
at  this  time  been  shot  away,  and  the  carriage  of  number  five  eight-inch  mn 
having  been  disabled,  we  were  only  able  to  fire  the  after  eleven-inch  gun.  The 
shot  from  tliis  gun  struck  the  ram. 

The  ram  passing  ast(;rn,  delivered  two  raking  fires  into  us,  one  of  which  dis- 
abled the  twelve-pound  howitzer  on  the  poop,  severely  wounding  Commander 
Mullany ;  the  efl'ect  of  the  other  one  I  am  unable  to  state,  but  think  the  only 
damage  from  it  was  to  our  rigging. 

The  command  of  the  ship  now  devolved  upon  me,  and  the  management  of  the 
two  vessels  upon  Lieutenant  Oomm.ander  Wells,  of  the  Galena. 

The  battery  was  gallantly  served  while  passing  the  forts,  but  the  enemy  raked 
us  several  times  after  our  guns  could  not  be  brought  to  bear. 

In  jiassiiig  the  fort  we  received  a  shell  lorward  on  the  berth  deck  which  ex- 
ploded, knocking  out  a  dead-light  on  the  port  side,  starting  a  fire  on  the  top  of 
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the  mtgazine.  Owing  to  the  presence  of  mind  of  Acting  Ensign  Hall,  com- 
manding  the  powder  division,  and  Ounner  William  Parker,  the  fire  was  prompt- 
ly extlDguiahed,  and  the  supply  of  powder  was  as  rapid  as  ever  before. 

Ax  thirty-five  minutes  past  eight  si^al  was  made  that  the  captain  was 
wooiidedy  and  also  that  our  boiler  was  disabled ;  not  being  answered  from  the 
flif-abip,  hauled  down  signals.  About  a  quarter  past  nine  repeated  signals, 
ana  they  were  not  answered,  but  signal  was  made  from  the  flag-ship  to  nm 
down  at  full  speed  the  enemy's  principal  vessel.  Answered  the  signal,  but  I 
am  sure  the  admiral  understands  we  could  not  obey  it ;  we  had  no  speed. 

At  ten  o'clock  a.  m.  the  Itasca,  Lieutenant  Commander  Brown,  took  us  in 
tow  and  carried  us  to  an  anchorage.  At  eleven  anchored  in  three  and  a  quarter 
fiUhoms  water,  with  thirty  fathoms  of  chain,  ready  for  slipping. 

The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Oneida  are  proud  to  have  served  in  your  fleet, 
and  they  are  proud  of  their  gallant  commander,  J.  K.  M.  MuUany,  who  gave 
08  all  80  noble  an  example  of  unflinching  courage  and  heroism.  His  coolness 
in  action  could  not  possibly  have  been  surpassed.  Having  scarcely  become 
aeqnainted  with  Commander  Mullany,  he  having  only  been  on  board  two  days, 
the  highest  compliment  that  can  be  paid  him  is  the  confidence  and  spirit  with 
which  the  crew  went  into  action. 

Too  much  prai:?e  cannot  be  awarded  to  Lieutenant  C.  S.  Cotton,  Lieutenant 
XL  N.  Kellogg,  and  Acting  Ensign  John  Sears,  commanding  gun  divisions,  for 
the  admirable  examples  of  courage  they  afforded  their  men,  and  for  their  skill 
in  directing  the  fire  of  the  guns. 

The  conduct  of  Acting  Ensign  Charles  V.  Gridley  (regular)  is  beyond  all  praise. 
He  had  charge  of  the  master's  division,  and  assisted  in  conning  the  ship  from 
the  topgallant  forecastle. 

Acting  Ensign  Hall's  conduct  has  been  previously  mentioned.  His  duties 
were  performed  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  and,  under  Almighty  Ood, 
we  probably  owe  to  his  presence  of  mind  at  the  time  of  the  fire  on  the  berth 
deck  the  safety  of  the  ship. 

Acting  Master's  Mates  Ed.  Bird,  Daniel  Clark,  and  John  Devereaux  behaved 
eooiageously.  Ounner  Wm.  Parker  and  Boatswain  Hallowell  Dickinson  merit 
mention  for  their  good  conduct. 

I  leave  it  to  Chief  Engineer  W.  H.  Hunt  to  speak  of  the  officers  and  men 
nnder  his  immediate  supervision,  but  must  speak  of  him  personally  in  tbis  re- 
port. He  was  cool  and  collected  during  the  whole  affair,  and  his  gallantry  was 
particnlarly  apparent  at  the  time  of  the  accident  to  our  starboard  boiler.  Mr. 
Hont  was  scalded  severely  in  both  arms. 

Bmgeon  John  Y.  Taylor  had  a  severe  task  imposed  upon  him,  but  his  whole 
doty  by  the  wounded  was  done  quietly  and  skilfully.  Medical  assistance  was 
offered  from  the  Galena ;  it  was  accepted,  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  George 
P.  Wright  came  on  board,  for  which  we  owe  him  our  thanks.  At  the  time  that 
our  boiler  was  exploded,  five  of  our  wounded  went  on  board  the  Galena;  four 
snbaequently  returned — ^the  other  was  suffering  much  pain,  and  remained  on 
board  until  tran inferred  to  the  Metacomet. 

The  safety  of  the  ship  after  the  explosion  depended  upon  the  Galena.  That 
we  are  here  quietly  at  anchor  attests  how  nobly  Lieutenant  Commander  Clark 
H.  Wells  stood  by  us. 

Assistant  Paymaster  George  R.  Martin  assisted  the  surgeon  materially.  He 
alao  superintended  putting  out  a  fire  that  broke  out  in  the  cabin.  Paymaster's 
Clerk  W.  P.  Troudwell  rendered  great  ser>'ice  in  passing  orders  to  the  bell, 
mitil  he  was  required  below  to  assist  in  caring  for  the  wounded.  He  was  quite 
badly  scalded  himself.  Mr.  George  A.  Ebbetts,  captain's  clerk,  behaved  splen- 
didly*   He  was  knocked  down  at  the  same  time  that  Captain  Mullany  wai 
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wounded.    Wbenever  he  could  be  spared  from  below,  after  this  aeeidenty  be 
cheerfully  rendered  assistance  in  carrying  orders. 

The  pilot,  Mr.  John  V.  Grivet,  senred  part  of  the  time  on  board  the  Gkdena, 
and  part  of  the  time  on  board  this  ship.  That  part  of  hie  conduct  which  came 
under  my  observation  merits  praise. 

For  the  crew,  they  stood  to  their  guns  most  nobly.  Many  deserve  mention, 
but  I  shall  only  name  those  that  came  under  my  own  obsenration.  James 
Sheridan,  quartermaster,  captain  of  the  after  eleyen-inch  gun,  was  woanded  iB 
several  places,  but  remained  at  his  gun  until  the  firing  ceased,  when  lie  sup- 
plied the  place  of  the  signal  quartermaster,  who  had  been  injured  by  a  fall. 
Sheridan  is  very  intelligent,  understands  the  rudiments  of  navigation  and  the 
use  of  the  sextant,  and  I  recommend  him  to  your  favorable  notice.  John  £. 
Jones,  quartermaster,  stationed  at  the  wheel,  was  also  wounded.  After  the 
wheel-ropes  were  shot  away,  he  went  on  the  poop  to  assist  at  the  signals,  and 
remained  there  until  ordered  to  reeve  new  wheel-ropes.  Wm.  Gardner,  seanuui, 
behaved  so  coolly  under  fire  as  to  draw  my  particular  attention  to  him.  Joki 
Preston,  landsman,  though  severely  wounded,  remained  at  his  gun  until  oUigei 
to  go  to  the  surgeon.  He  reported  himself  slightly  hurt,  assisted  in  talmig 
care  of  the  wounded  below,  and  wanted  to  return  to  his  station  on  deck.  On 
examination  it  was  found  that  he  was  wounded  quite  severely  in  both  ejea. 
Wm.  Newland,  ordinary  seaman,  first  loader  of  after  eleven-inch  gun,  behaved 
splendidly  ;  he  has  been  distinguished  on  board  for  his  good  conduct  and  fiuth- 
ful  dii^cliarge  of  all  his  duties.  David  Nailor,  landsman,  powder-boy  at  the 
thirty-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  had  his  passing-box  knocked  overboard  out  of  his 
hand.  The  passing-box  fell  into  one  of  the  Galena's  boats,  which  was  ri^' 
under  our  bow ;  Nailor  jumped  overboard,  recovered  his  box  and  returned  to 
his  station.  Charles  Wooram,  ordinary  seaman,  acting  as  an  aid  to  the  execu- 
tive officer,  distinguished  himself  by  his  cool  courage ;  he  carried  orders  intelli- 
gently and  correctly.  Thos.  Kendrick,  cockswain,  a  volunteer  from  the  Bien- 
ville, attracted  my  attention  by  his  excellent  conduct. 

The  marines  conducted  themselves  with  the  usual  distinguished  gallantly  of 
their  corps.     Sergeant  James  S.  Roantrpe  is  particularly  deserving  of  uotioe. 

We  are  grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  his  protection. 

Enclosed  are  the  reports  of  damages  in  the  different  departments  of  the  ship. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  L.  HUNTINGTON, 

Lieutenant,  United  btaiet  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  IV,  G,  B.  Squadron. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Oneida, 

Mobile  Bay,  Alabama,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  damages  sustained  in  the 
engineer's  department  of  this  ship  in  her  passage  by  Fort  Morgan  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifth  instant. 

A  seven-inch  Brooke's  rifle  projectile  penetrated  the  forward  out-board  end  of 
the  starboard  boiler,  about  (?ight  inches  above  upper  tube  sheet,  carrying  away 
the  entire  sheet  through  which  it  entered,  and,  exploding  inside  the  boiler,  m- 
fiicted  serious  damage  to  the  entire  forward  end  of  the  same,  destroying  all  the 
angle-iron  and  the  fore  and  oft  braces  thereto  attached,  starting  thetube  sheets 
and  all  the  tubes  in  the  two  forward  tube  boxes..  Two  of  the  heaviest  ftag- 
ments  of  the  shell  were  driven  through  the  front  of  the  boiler,  destroying  the 
upper  man-hole  plate,  the  entire  sheet  to  which  it  was  attached,  and  starting  the 
riveting  of  the  adjoining  sheets. 

As  soon  as  it  was  practicable,  after  this  accident,  the  nature  and  extent  of 
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the  iaamgeB  were  aflcertained,  the  connexion  between  the  two  boilers  imme- 
diately ehnt  off,  and  the  engines  operated  with  the  remaining  boiler. 

I  regret  to  state  that  through  this  accident  to  the  starboard  boiler  First  As- 
.  sistant  Engineer  B,  H.  Fitch  and  six  of  the  firemen  and  coal-heavers  on  watch 
below  at  the  time,  were  seriously  scalded  by  the  hot  water  and  escaping  steam. 
In  its  present  condition  the  boiler  is  totally  unfit  for  use.  No  further 
daaiages  were  sustained  in  this  department.  I  cannot  close  this  report  without 
adverting  to  the  coolness,  zeal,  and  intrepidity  displayed  by  the  officers  and  men 
in  general  under  my  supervision. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  accorded  to  First  Assistant  Engineer  R.  A.  Fitch, 
who,  at  the  time  of  the  injury  to  the  boiler,  displayed  the  utmost  courage  and 
ooolnces,  remaining  at  his  station  in  the  execution  of  his  duties  until  he  was  so 
badly  scalded  by  the  escaping  steam  as  to  be  rendered  almost  helpless. 

I  desire  also  to  refer  in  terms  of  the  highest  commendation  to  the  conduct  of 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Nicholas  Dillon,  who,  after  the  disabling  of 
llr.  Fitch,  rendered  me  invaluable  assistance  in  discovering  the  nature  of 
damages,  and  making  the  requisite  provision  for  working  the  engines  with  the 
remaining  boiler. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  HUNT, 

C/iief  Engineer, 
Lientenant  Ghas.  L.  Huntington, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Oneida. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Oneida, 

M'.Me  Bay,  August  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  report  of  the  damages  in  the  master's  department 
of  this  ship  during  the  action  of  yesterday,  namely: 

One  s,ct  whcrl-ropos  cut  by  shell;  one  tell-tale  compass  damaged  ;  one  Mobile 
bay  chart  damaged;  one  spy -glass  badly  damaged;  one  binnacle  lamp  lost 
overb«mr(l ;  two  wardroom  chairs  broken  by  s1k*11  ;  one  lead  and  line  lost  over- 
board ;  two  sets  signal  halliards  cut  by  shell ;  fifteen  fathoms  stream  chain  on 
fire-room  hatch  cut  by  shot ;  twelve  fathoms  starboard  bower  chain  on  ship's 
side  cut  by  shell ;  seven  fathoms  sheet  chain  on  engine-room  hatch  cut  by  shot ; 
all  cabin  furniture  destroyed  entirely  or  badly  damaged ;  one  six-inch  hawser 
cat  badly. 

Very  respectfully, 

E.  N.  KELLOOG. 
Lieutenant,  in  charge  of  Master^x  Department, 
Lieutenant  C.  L.  IIintinuton, 

Senior  Ofjicer  on  Board. 


United  States  Ship  Oneida, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  damages  and  injuries  sufl- 
tained  in  the  gunner's  department  of  this  ^llip  in  the  action  of  yesterday  : 

No.  3  gun — forward  eleven-inch  pivot ;  one  iu-tiickle  carried  away  by  shot, 
one  out- tackle  carried  away  by  shot. 

No.  4  gun— eight-inch  broadside ;  one  side-tackle  carried  away  by  shot,  one 
train-tackle  can  ied  away  by  shot. 

No.  5  gnu— eight-inch  broadside;  carriage  badly  damag'ed,  breast-j)iece  shot 
away,  brackets  on  left  side  of  carriage  badly  injured. 

tihell-craue  and  tackle  at  fore  hatch  broken  by  shot ;  one  rammer  knocked 
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overboard ;  one  handspike  broken  ;  two  boring  bits  broken  ;  one  priming  wire 
broken. 

No.  6  gun — after  eleven-inch  pivot ;  chase  of  gun  dented  and  cracked  by 
shot ;  brackets  on  right  side  of  carriage  badly  splintered  and  dented  by  expan- 
sion band  of  a  shell  striking  them  and  remaining  in  them,  fracturing  the  bridl- 
ing also,  making  it  unsafe  for  use ;  twelve-pounder  howitzer  boat-carriage  dis- 
abled. 

Very  respectfully,  , 

WILLIAM  PARKER,  Gumier. 
Lieutenant  Charles  L.  Huntington, 

Executive  Officer ^  United  States  Steamer  Oneida. 


United  States  Steamer  Oneida, 

Mobile  Bayj  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  injuries  re- 
ceived by  this  ship  in  her  rigging  during  the  action  of  this  day : 

Starboard  fore  trysail  vang  shot  away ;  port  bowsprit  guy  shot  away ;  three 
shrouds  of  starboard  main  rigging  injured  by  shot ;  (one  cut  in  two,}  starboard 
main  topmast  backstay  cut ;  mizzen-stay  shot  away ;  main  spencer  brail  shot 
away ;  topping-lift  of  whale  boat's  davits  shot  away ;  awning  ridge  ropCt  ita^ 
board  side,  shot  away ;  spanker  brails  shot  away. 
Very  respectfully, 

HALLOWELL  DICKINSON, 

BoatnoaiiL 
Lieutenant  Charles  L.  Huntington, 

Executive  Officer^  United  States  Steamer  Oneida* 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Onbida, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  in  the  carpenter's  departmeiit  of 
this  ship  during  the  engagement  of  the  5th  of  August :     . 

All  the  berths,  bulkheads,  and  furniture  in  the  cabin  a  total  wreck,  caused 
by  the  explosion  of  a  seven-inch  shell  which  entered  at  the  water*line.  One 
seven -inch  rifle  shell  passed  through  the  chain-armor  and  ship's  ride  at  the 
water-line,  entered  the  starboard  boiler,  and  then  exploded.  One  eight-inch 
solid  shot  entered  the  mainmast,  doing  serious  damage,  and  remains  there  yet 
One  shot  through  ash-shoot,  through  combings  of  fire-room,  and  out  thron|;fa 
port  side. 

Fore  topmast  slightly  wounded  by  piece  of  shell;  spanker-gaff  in  like 
manner. 

Shot  through  starboard  bow,  below  spar  deck,  across  berth  deck,  out  through 
port  bow. 

Two  raking  shots  from  afl  struck  the  topgallant  forecastle,  one  passing  |oat 
through  starboard  bow,  one  out  through  port  bow. 

First  cutter  damaged  by  a  piece  of  shell ;  second  cutter  and  whale-boat  badlj 
smashed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  L.  HUNTINGTON, 

Lieutenant  and  ExecuUte  O^tctr. 

near -Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron. 
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United  States  Steamship  Oneida, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

K :  T     following  is  a  list  of  casualties  in  the  sailmaker's  department  daring 
ent  of  the  5th  of  August : 
•noies  in  foresail,   fore-staysail,  and  mainsail;  spanker  badlj  cut  by 
wind-sails  for  fire-room  and  engine-room  rendered  unfit  for  use ;  several 
>le8  in  hammock  cloths. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  L.  HUNTINGTON, 
Lieutenant  and  Senior  Officer  on  board, 

ar-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W,  G,  Squadron. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Oneida, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  expenditures  of 
imition,  &c.,  on  board  this  ship  in  the  action  of  yesterday : 
or  hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds  of  powder  in  thirty-one  bags  of  fifteen 
ob  each ;  twenty  pounds  of  powder  iu  one  bag  of  twenty  pounds ;  forty-five 
tb  of  powder  in  five  bags  of  nine  pounds  each  ;  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
poands  of  powder  in  twenty-three  bags  of  eight  pounds  each ;  eighty-four 
38  of  powder  in  twenty-four  bags  of  three  and  a  half  pounds  each ;  two 
shot,  eleven-inch ;  three  shrapnell,  eleven  inch ;  six  shells,  eleven-inch, 

lecond ;  fourteen  shells,  eleven-inch,  ten-seeond ;  seven  shells,  eleven- 
nve-second  ;  eight  shells,  eight  inch,  ten-second;  nine  shells,  eight-inch, 
-second;  nine  shells,  ei(i:ht-inch,  five-second ;  two  solid  shot ;  eight  shells, 
ihirty-poundcr,  five-second ;  five  shells,  rifle,  thirty-pounder,  ten-second  ; 
I  shells,  rifle,  thirty-pounder,  fifteen-second;  fourfsolid  shot;  one  shrapnell, 
ty-four-pounder  howitzer;  three  shrapnell,  twelve-pounder  howitzers; 
<       ster,    twelve-pounder  howitzer ;   sixty   cannon  primers ;  twenty-four 

primers. 

/ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  PARKER,  Gunner. 
nt  CiiAS.  L.  Huntington, 

%jo     landing  United  States  Steamship  Oneida, 

rwarded,  though  I  am  confident  that  more  shrapnell  and  less  ten-second 
were  fired. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  L.  HUNTINGTON, 
Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 


General  Orders  of  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  Nos.  10,  11,  12,  and  13. 

fGeneral  Order  No.  10.] 

United  States  Flao-Ship  Hartford, 

Of  Mo'jile  Bay,  July  12,  1864. 

■ip  your  vessels  and  prepare  for  the  conflict.  Send  down  all  your  super- 
ipars  and  rigging.  Trice  up  or  remove  the  whiskers.  Put  up  the 
^netfl  on  the  starboard  side,  and  barricade  the  wheel  and  steersmen  with 
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sails  and  hammocks.  Lay  chains  or  sand-bags  on  the  deck  over  the  machinery, 
to  resist  a  plunging  fire.  Hang  the  sheet-chains  over  the  side,  or  make  any 
other  arrangement  for  security  that  your  ingenuity  may  suggest.  Land  your 
starboard  boats,  or  lower  and  tow  them  on  the  port  s^de,  and  lower  the  port 
boats  down  to  the  water's  edge.  Place  a  leadsman  and  the  pilot  in  the  port- 
quarter  boat,  or  the  one  most  convenient  to  the  commander. 

The  vessels  will  run  past  the  forts  in  couples,  lashed  side  by  side,  as  herein- 
after designated.  The  flag  ship  will  lead,  and  steer  from  Sand  island  N.  by  E. 
by  compass,  until  abreast  of  Fort  Morgan  ;  then  N.  W.,  half  N.,  until  past  tbe 
Middle  Ground ;  then  N.  by  W. ;  and  the  others,  as  designated  in  the  drawing,  will 
follow  in  due  order,  until  ordered  to  anchor ;  but  the  bow  and  quarter  line  must 
be  preserved,  to  give  the  chase-guns  a  fair  range ;  and  each  vessel  must  be  kept 
astern  of  the  broadside  of  the  next  ahead.  Each  vessel  will  keep  a  very  little 
on  the  starboard  quarter  of  his  next  ahead,  and  when  abreast  of  the  fort,  will 
keep  directly  astern,  and  as  we  pass  the  fort  will  take  the  same  distance  on  tbe 
port-quarter  of  the  next  ahead,  to  enable  the  stem-guns  to  fire  clear  of  the 
next  vessel  astern. 

It  will  the  object  of  the  admiral  to  get  as  close  to  the  fort  as  poBsible  befdoe 
opening  fire ;  the  ship,  however,  will  open  fire  the  moment  the  enemy  openB 
upon  us,  with  their  chase  and  other  guns,  as  fast  as  they  can  be  brought  to  bear. 
Use  short  fuzes  for  the  shell  and  shrapnell,  and  as  soon  as  within  three  or  foar 
hundred  yards,  give  the  grape.  It  is  understood  that  heretofore  we  have  fired 
too  high  ;  but  with  grape-shot,  it  is  necessary  to  elevate  a  little  above  the  object, 
as  grape  will  dribble  from  the  muzzle  of  the  gun.  If  one  or  more  of  the  vessels 
be  disabled,  their  partners  must  carry  them  through,  if  possible ;  but  if  they 
cannot,  then  the  next  astern  must  render  the  required  assistance ;  but  as  the 
admiral  contemplates  moving  with  the  fiood-tide,  it  il  only  require  sufficiently 
power  to  keep  the  crippled  vessels  in  the  channel. 

Vessels  that  can,  must  place  guns  upon  the  poop  and  topgallant  forecastle, 
and  in  the  tops  on  the  starboard  side.  Should  the  enemy  fire  grape,  they  will 
remove  the  men  from  the  topgallant  forecastle  and  poop  to  the  guns  below, 
until  out  of  grape  range. 

The  howitzers  must  keep  up  a  constant  fire  from  the  time  they  can  reach  with 
shrapnell  until  out  of  its  range. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  W,  G,  B,  Squadron. 


[General  Order  No   11.] 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  July  29,  1864. 

Should  any  vess(»l  be  disabled  to  such  a  degree  that  her  consort  is  unable  to 
keep  her  in  her  station,  she  will  drop  out  of  line  to  the  westward,  and  not  em- 
barrass the  vessels  next  astern  by  attempting  to  regain  her  station.  Should  she 
repair  damages  .so  as  to  be  able  to  re-enter  the  line  of  battle,  she  will  take  her 
station  in  the  rear  as  close  to  the  la»*t  vessel  as  possible. 

So  soon  as  the  vessels  have  passed  the  fort  and  kept  away  northwcBt*  they 
can  cast  off  the  gunboats  at  the  discretion  of  the  senior  officer  of  the  two  ve«8eK 
and  allow  them  to  proceed  up  the  bay  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  gunboats  that  may 
be  attempting  to  escape  up  to  Mobile.  There  are  certain  black  buoys  placed  by 
the  enemy  from  the  piles  on  the  west  side  of  the  channel  across  it  towards  Fort 
Morgan.  It  being  understood  that  there  are  torpedoes  and  other  obstmctioDS 
between  the  buoys,  the  vessels  will  take  care  to  pass  eastward  of  the  eastenunoat 
buoy,  which  is  clear  of  all  obstructions. 
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So  soon  as  the  vessels  arrive  opposite  the  end  of  the  piles,  it  will  be  best  to 
stop  the  propeller  of  the  ship,  and  let  her  drift  the  distance  past  by  her  head- 
way and  the  tide ;  and  those  having  side-wheel  gunboats  will  continne  on  by 
the  aid  of  their  paddle-wheels,  which  are  not  likely  to  foul  with  the  enemy's 
dng-ropefi. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Rear- Admiral. 


[General  Order  No.  12.] 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

MohiU  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 
The  admiral  returns  thanks  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  of  the 
fleet  for  their  gallant  conduct  during  the  fight  of  yesterday. 

It  has  never  been  his  good  fortune  to  see  men  do  their  duty  with  more  cour- 
age and  cheerfulness ;  for,  although  they  knew  that  the  enemy  was  prepared 
wHIi  all  devilish  means  for  our  destruction,  and  though  they  witnessed  the  al- 
iBOOt  instantaneous  annihilation  of  our  gallant  companions  in  the  Tecumseh  by 
a  torpedo,  and  the  slaughter  of  their  friends,  messmates,  and  gunmates  on  our 
deckfl,  still  there  were  no  evidences  of  hesitation  in  following  their  commander- 
io-^ief  through  the  line  of  torpedoes  and  obstructions,  of  which  we  knew 
nothing,  except  from  the  exaggerations  of  the  enemy,  who  had  given  '  out 
•<rhat  we  should  all  be  blown  up  as  certainly  as  we  attempted  to  enter." 

For  this  noble  and  implicit  confidence  in  their  leader  he  heartily  thanks  them. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear  Admiral^  Commanding  W,  G.  B»  Squadron, 


[General  Order  No   13] 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Mobile  Bay,  August  7,  1864. 
The  admiral  desires  the  fleet  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  signal 
victory  over  the  enemy  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  TV,  G.  B.  Squadron. 


Letter  Jram  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  transmitting  additional  report  of  Cap- 
tain T.  A.  Jenkins, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  17,  1864 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  an  additional  report  of  Captaifl 
Jenkins,  in  connexion  with  the  engagement  of  the  5th  instant,  which  was  not 
received  in  time  to  accompany  my  detailed  despatch  No.  343. 

lieutenant  Commander  Gherardi's  conduct  is  referred  to  in  this  report  in 
high  terms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G.  B,  Squadron, 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Additional  report  of  Captain  T,  A,  Jenkins, 

United  States  Steamship  Richmond, 

Inside  of  Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  18G4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that,  in  ohedience  to  your  general  order  and 
plan  of  battle  for  attacking  Fort  Morgan  and  the  rebel  fleet,  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Bancroft  Gherardi,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Port  Royal, 
reported  himself  with  his  vessel  to  me,  ready  for  action  a  little  before  daylight 
this  morning. 

The  Port  Royal  was  lashed  on  the  port  side  of  this  vessel,  with  her  stem 
pivot  gun  sufficiently  far  afl  of  the  quarter  of  this  ship  to  enable  it  to  be  used 
against  the  enemy  as  effectively  as  one  of  my  own  broadside  guns. 

To  Lieutenant  Commander  Gherardi  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  his  cool  and 
courageous  conduct,  from  the  moment  the  attack  commenced  to  the  time  that 
his  vessel  was  cast  off  by  my  order  to  go  in  chase  of  the  enemy's  three  wooden 
gunboats,  the  Morgan,  Gaines,  and  Selma. 

My  orders  on  board  of  this  ship  to  the  helmsman,  and  to  the  officer  stationed 
at  the  engine-bell,  were  repeated  by  him  on  board  of  his  own  vessel,  and  the 
soundings  passed  from  his  vessel  to  this  with  a  coolness  and  clearness  of  voice 
that  could  not  but  excite  my  admiration. 

The  after  pivot  gun  of  the  Port  Royal  (the  only  one  that  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  enemy's  batteries  from  that  vessel)  was  worked  most  effectively. 
I  am,  very  respectively,  your  obedient  servant, 

THORNTON  A.  JENKINS, 

Captain. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farraodt, 

Commanding  W.  G»  B,  Squadron,  inside  of  Mobile  Bay. 


ter  from  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  transmitting  report  of  survey  on  tkt 

rebel  ram  Tennessee. 

Flao-Ship  Hartford, 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  August  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  6th  instant  I 
ordered  a  survey  to  be  made  of  the  hull,  armor,  &c.,  of  the  iron-clad  Tennessee, 
and  1  herewith  submit  the  report,  (order  of  survey  and  report  marked  Noe.  1 
and  ^,)  as  well  as  a  sectional  view  of  the  vessel  made  by  Second  Assistant 
Engineer  J.  DeGraff,  of  this  ship,  and  a  drawing  in  water-colors  by  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  Robert  Weir,  of  the  Richmond. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAREAGUT. 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  survey  on  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Gentlemen  :  You  will  please  make  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on  the  rebel 
iron-dad  steamer  Tennessee,  captured  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday,  describ* 
ing  her  hull,  armor,  machinery,  armament,  ammunition,  the  injuries  to  the  vessel 
by  shot,  and  those  received  when  struck  by  the  Monongahela,  Lackawannat  and 
Hartford. 
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You  wfll  also  state  the  repairs  necessary  to  be  made  to  put  her  again  in  ser- 
viceable condition,  and  the -general  internal  arrangement  of  the  vessel  for  light 
and  Yentilation,  reporting  to  me  in  duplicate. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiralt   Commanding  W,  G,  B.  Sqtiadran, 
Captain  T.  A.  Jbnkins. 
Captain  Jambs  Aldbn, 
Commander  W.  E.  Lb  Roy. 
Chief  Engineer  Thomas  Williamson. 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Richmond, 

Inside  of  Mobile  Bay,  August  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  6th  instant,  hereunto  appended,  we 
have  the  honor  respectfully  to  report  that  we  have  made  a  strict  and  careful 
rarvey  of  the  iron-clad  casemated  steamer  Tennessee,  captured  from  the  rebels 
In  the  engagement  in  this  bay,  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  by  the  fleet 
under  your  command,  and  submit  as  follows,  namely  : 

description  of  Tennessee's  hull. 

The  hull  of  the  vessel  appears  to  be  exceedingly  strongly  built  in  every  part, 
the  materials  being  oak  and  yellow  pine,  with  iron  fastenings.  Length  from 
Btem  to  stem  on  deck,  two  hundred  and  nine  feet.  Greatest  breadth  of  beam 
on  deck,  forty-eight  feet.     Mean  average  draught  of  water,  about  fourteen  feet 

The  deck  is  covered  fore  and  aft  with  wrought-iron  plates  two  inches  thick. 

The  sides  of  the  vessel  are  protected  by  an  overhang,  sponsoned,  and  cov- 
ered with  two  layers  of  two-inch  wrought  iron. 

This  overhang  extends  about  six  feet  below  the  water-line. 

The  sides  of  the  vessel  below  the  deck  are  believed  to  be  eight  feet  thick, 
and  the  distance  from  the  knuckle,  or  outside  of  the  overhang  on  deck,  to  the 
iMUie  of  the  casemate  on  either  side,  is  ten  feet. 

The  vessel  is  provided  with  a  strong  beak  or  prow,  which  projects  about  two 
feet  under  water,  formed  by  the  continuation  of  the  sponsoning,  and  covered 
with  wrought  iron  plates. 

CASEMATE. 

The  casemate  of  the  vessel  is  very  strongly  built.  It  is  seventy-eight  feet 
eight  inches  long,  and  twenty-eight  feet  nine  inches  wide  inside,  the  sides  of 
the  vessel  extending  ten  feet  from  it  on  either  side  at  the  greatest  breadth  of 
beam. 

The  framing  consists  of  heavy  yellow  pine  beams,  thirteen  inches  thick,  and 
placed  close  together  vertically.  Outside  planking  of  yellow  pine,  five  and  a 
nmlf  inches  thick,  laid  on  horizontally,  and  outside  of  this  horizontal  planking 
there  is  a  layer  of  oak  timber  four  inches  thick,  bolted  on  vertically,  upon 
which  the  iron  plating  is  secured. 

The  plating  or  armor  of  the  casemate  forward  is  six  inches  thick,  consisting 
of  three  two-inch  iron  plates,  of  about  six  inches  wide  each,  and  abaft  and  on 
the  sides  five  inches  thick,  consisting  of  two  two-inch  and  one  one-inch  iron 
plates  of  the  same  width. 

The  yellow  pine  framing  of  the  casemate  is  planked  over  inside  with  two 
and  a  half  inch  oak  timber  laid  on  diagonally. 

The  whole  of  the  armor  plating  is  fastened  with  through-bolts,  one  and  a 
quarter  inch  diameter,  with  washers  and  nuts  inside. 
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The  casemate  is  covered  on  top  with  wrought-iron  gratings,  composed  of  ban 
two  inches  thick  and  six  inches  wide,  laid  flat,  and  supported  on  wooden  beams 
twelve  inches  square,  and  about  five  feet  distant  from  each  other.  Some  of 
these  gratings  are  hinged  and  fitted  to  open  from  the  inside. 

There  are  ten  gun-ports  in  the  casemate — two  in  the  broadside,  on  cither 
side,  three  forward  and  three  aft. 

The  forward  and  after  ports,  to  port  and  starboard,  are  placed  so  as  to  enable 
the  forward  and  after  pivot  guns  to  be  used  as  broadside  guns.  The  direcdy 
forward  and  after  ports  are  on  a  line  with  the  keel. 

The  ports  are  elongated  and  made  just  wide  enough  for  the  entrance  of  the 
muzzle  of  the  guns  in  training,  and  only  high  enough  to  allow  a  moderate 
elevation  and  depression  of  the  gun. 

The  wooden  backing  is  cut  away  on  each  side  of  the  ports  inside  of  the  case- 
mate, to  allow  the  guns  to  be  trained  about  one  point  forward  and  aft.  The 
gun-ports  are  covered  with  wrought-iron  sliding  plates  or  shutters  five  inched 
thick  ;  those  for  the  four  broadside  guns  are  fitted  in  slides.  The  sliding  plates 
or  shutters  for  the  pivot-guns  are  pivoted  on  the  edge,  with  one  bolt  that  can 
be  knocked  out,  detaching  the  shutter,  if  necessary,  and  are  worked  bj  a  com- 
bination of  racks  and  pinions. 

ARMAMBNT. 

The  armnmont  of  the  Tennessee  consists  of  six  rifled  guns,  called  bj  the 
rebels  Brooks's  rifles. 

The  two  pivot  guns  are  7j-inch  bore,  and  the  four  broadside  guns  are  6-inch 
bore.  Those  guns  are  reinforced  abaft  by  two  wrought-iron  bands,  two  inches 
thick,  respectively.  Weight  of  projectiles  ninety-five  pounds  and  one  hundred 
and  ten  pounds  solid  shot. 

•  The  pivot  guns  are  fitted  on  wooden  slides,  with  a  rack  let  into  them.  On 
an  arm  attached  to  the  carriage  there  is  a  pinion  for  running  out  the  gun,  and 
by  raising  the  arm  the  rack  is  thrown  out  of  gear  to  allow  the  gun  to  recoiL 

The  arrangements  for  working  the  battery,  and  the  implements  and  machinery 
employed,  appear  to  be  very  good. 

QUARTERS    FOR   OPFICBRS   AND    CREW. 

The  cabin  is  large  and  comfortable  for  an  iron-clad  vessel. 

Tlie  wardroom  is  situated  immediately  over  the  engine,  and  is  open  to  it, 
and  although  sufljciently  commodious,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  ofiicors  or  others  to  preserve  their  health  or  to  live  there  com- 
fortably for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  in  the  absence  of  a  better  and 
more  perfect  ventilation  than  is  at  present  provided. 

The  ([uartcrs  of  the  crew  are  excellent,  and  exceedingly  comfortable  for  n 
iron-clad  vessel  of  her  description.  These  quarters  consist  of  a  roomy  berth 
deck,  with  rooms  fitted  up  on  (hither  side  for  the  junior  ofiicers. 

The  berth  deck  communicates  with  the  casemate  by  means  of  a  large  hatdi, 
and  is  provided  with  two  large  ventilators  through  the  deck,  outside  of  the 
casemate. 

When  in  port,  and  in  moderately  smooth  sea,  it  is  believed  that  the  berth 
deck  will  be  found  to  be  sufiiciently  well  ventilated  to  insure  a  reasonaUe 
degree  of  comibrt  to  the  crew ;  but  when  the  ventilators  are  unshipped,  it  IB 
believed  that  the  one  blower  now  on  board  (and  which  is  also  used  for  fordog 
the  fires)  is  not  sufficient  to  produce;  a  proper  circulation  of  fresh  air. 

The  steering  arrangements  appear  to  b(;  very  defective,  and  the  accomnioda- 
tions  for  the  pilot  and  helmsmjiu  bad.  These  defects  can,  however»  be  eaaily 
remedied  and  at  a  small  cost. 
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MACHINERY. 

The  machineiy  of  the  vessel  consists  of  two  geared  non-condensing  engines. 

Gjlinders  twenty- four  inches  diameter  and  seven  feet  stroke,  with  poppet- 
valves  arranged  as  is  the  usual  mode  on  board  of  western  river  steamers. 

These  engines  were  taken  out  of  the  river  steamer  called  the  Alonzo  Child. 

Thej  are  placed  fore  and  aft  in  the  vessel,  geared  to  an  idler  shaft  by  spur 
gearing  with  wooden  teeth,  and  from  the  idler  shaft  to  the  propeller  shaft  by 
bevel  cast-iron  gear. 

BOILERS. 

There  are  four  horizontal  flue-boilers,  twenty-four  feet  long,  placed  side  by 
aide,  with  one  furnace  under  the  whole  of  them;  the  products  of  combustion 
returning  through  the  flues  are  delivered  into  one  smoke-pipe. 

The  engine  and  fire  rooms  arc  insujfferably  hot  and  very  badly  ventilated. 

INJURIES    RECEIVED   IN   THE   ACTION. 

The  injuries  to  the  casemate  of  the  Tennessee  from  shot  are  very  consider- 
able. On  its  after-side  nearly  all  the  plating  is  started ;  one  bolt  driven  in ; 
aeveral  nuts  knocked  off  inside ;  gun-carriage  of  the  after  pivot  gun  damaged, 
and  the  steering  rod  or  chain  cut  near  that  gun.  Tliere  are  unmistakable 
mailLB  on  the  after  part  of  the  casemate  of  not  less  than  nine  eleven-inch  solid 
ihot  having  struck  within  the  space  of  a  few  square  feet  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  that  port.  On  the  port  side  of  the  casemate  the  armor  is  also  badly 
iamaged  from  shot.  On  that  side,  nearly  amidships  of  the  casemate,  and 
between  the  two  broadf^ide  guns,  a  flfteen-inch  solid  shot  knocked  a  hole  through 
the  armor  and  backing,  leaving  on  the  inside  an  undetached  mass  of  oak  and 
pine  splinters,  about  thn^e  by  four  feet,  and  projecting  inside  of  the  casemate 
abont  two  feet  from  the  Hide.  This  is  the  only  shot  that  penetrated  the  wooden 
backing  of  the  casemate,  although  there  are  numerous  places  on  the  inside, 
giving  evidence  of  the  effect  of  the  shot. 

There  arc  visible  between  forty  and  fifty  indentations  and  marks  of  shot  on 
the  hull,  deck,  and  ca.^emate,  varying  from  very  severe  to  slight ;  nine  of  the 
deepest  indentations  on  the  after  part  of  the  casemate,  (evidently  being  eleven- 
inch  shot,)  and  the  marks  of  about  thirty  of  other  calibres  on  diflerent  parts  of 
the  vessel. 

There  are  also  a  few  other  marks,  being,  however,  merely  scratches  or  slight 
indentations  of  the  ])lating. 

The  smoke-stack  wan  nliot  away,  although  it  is  not  improbable  the  heavy 
ramming  by  the  Mouongahela,  Lackawanna,  and  Hartford,  had  previously  pre- 
pared it  for  its  fall. 

Three  of  the  wronght-iron  port  shutters  or  slides  were  so  much  damaged  by 
shot  as  to  prevent  the  firing  of  the  guns. 

There  are  no  external  vi«ible  marks  or  evidences  of  injury  inflicted  upon  the 
boll  of  the  Tennessee  by  the  seven;  ramming  by  the  ^lonongahela,  Lackawanna, 
and  Hartford;  but  ina.snmch  as  the  decks  leak  badly,  and  when  there  is  a 
moderate  sea  running  in  the  bay,  her  reported  usual  leakage  of  three  inches  an 
boor  being  now  increased  to  five  or  six  inches  an  hour,  it  in  fairly  to  be  inferred 
that  the  increased  leakage  is  caused  by  the  concussion  of  the  vessels. 

The  Tennessee  is  in  a  state  to  do  good  service  now. 

To  restore  her  to  the  stite  of  efficiency  in  which  she  was  when  she  went  into 
ihe  action  with  this  fleet  on  the  fifth  instant,  it  will  be  necessary  to  overhaul 
much  of  the  iron  plating  on  the  port  and  after  sides  of  the  casemate,  and  replace 
iome  of  it 
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occasion,  and  in  conflict  with  the  rebels  previously,  a  will  and  detenninatioD, 
and  set  an  example  to  their  shipmates  and  messmates  worthy,  in  my  opinion, 
of    he  highest  commendation. 

1.  William  Densmore  (chief  boatswain's  mate)  is  recommended  for  coolneM 
and  good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the 
morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  has  been  in  the  naval  service 
twelve  years ;  was  on  board  the  sloop-of-war  St.  Louis,  blockading  off  Pensar 
cola  and  the  head  of  the  passes  of  the  Mississippi  until  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  service  in  1861;  reshipped  the  same  year,  and  joined  the  Brooklyn; 
was  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  with  the  rebel  iron- 
clads and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans ;  was  in  the  action  with  the  Chalmette 
batteries ;  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans ;  and  on  b^ard  the  Brook- 
lyn in  the  attacks  upon  the  batteries  below  Vicksburg,  in  1862.  Joined  the 
liichmoud  in  September,  1863. 

2.  Adum  Duncan  (boatswain's  mate)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good 
conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  has  been  six  years  in  the  naval  service; 
was  on  board  the  Brooklyn  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip, 
and  with  the  rebel  irou-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans ;  was  in  the 
action  with  the  Chalmette  batteries ;  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans ; 
and  on  board  the  Brooklyn  in  the  attack  upon  the  batteries  below  Vicksburg, 
in  1862.     Joined  the  Kichmond  in  September,  1863. 

3.  Charles  Deakin  (boatswain's  mate)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good 
conduct  its  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  deserves  special  notice  for  his  good  example 
and  zeal  in  going  to  and  remaining  at  his  quoi'ters  during  the  whole  action, 
although  quite  sick.  He  has  been  in  the  naval  service  six  years ;  was  on 
board  the  Brooklyn  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  with 
the  rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans ;  was  in  the  action  with 
the  Chalmette  batteries;  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans;  and  on 
board  the  Brooklyn  in  the  attack  upon  the  batteries  below  Vicksbozg,  in  1862. 
Joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1863. 

4.  Cornelius  Cronan  (chief  quartermaster)  is  recommended ,  for  coolness  and 
close  attention  to  duty  in  looking  out  for  signals,  and  steering  the  ship  in  the 
action  in  Mobile  bay,  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He 
has  been  in  the  naval  service  eight  years.  Joined  the  Brooklyn  in  December, 
1861 ;  was  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  with  the  rebel 
iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans ;  was  in  the  action  with  the  Chal- 
mette batteries ;  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans ;  and  in  the  attack 
on  the  batteries  below  Vicksburg,  in  1862.  Joined  the  Bichmond  in  Sep* 
tember,  1863. 

5.  William  Wells  (quartermaster)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  dose 
attention  to  duty  as  leadsman  and  look-out  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the 
morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  Joined  the  Brooklyn  in  Sep- 
tember, 1861 ;  was  in  the  action  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  with 
the  rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans ;  and  on  board  of  the 
Brooklyn  in  the  attack  upon  the  batteries  below  Vicksburg,  in  1862.  He 
received  two  wounds  in  the  left  leg,  and  a  severe  one  in  the  head,  in  the  engage- 
ments with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  April  24,  1862,  the  latter  causing 
"  opacity  of  the  cornea,  and  loss  of  vision  of  the  right  eye,"  as  certified  by  the 
surgeon  of  the  Brooklyn.     Joined  the  Kichmond  in  September,  1863. 

6.  Henry  Sharp  (seaman)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  courage  as  cap- 
tain of  100-pounder  rifle  gun  on  topgallant  forecastle  in  the  action  in  Hobfle 
bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  fought  his  nn 
when  under  the  hottest  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  at  short-raDge*  wiu  a 
coolness  and  effectiveness  that  won  not  only  the  admiration  of  the  comiMwding 
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officer  of  the  dirieioii,  but  of  all  others  who  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  him 
He  has  been  in  the  naval  service  thirty-two  years ;  joined  the  Richmond  at 
Norfolk  when  first  put  in  commission,  twenty-seventh  September,  1860.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  in  1863,  reshipped  for  the  period  of  three 
years.  He  was  in  action  on  board  of  the  Richmond  with  the  rebels  at  the 
head  of  the  passes  of  the  Missit^sippi ;  at  the  bombardment  of  Fort  McRea  at 
Pensacola,  which  lasted  an  entire  day,  when  he  received  a  severe  splinter  wound 
in  the  left  hand  which  permanently  disabled  two  of  his  fingers,  and  notwith- 
standing the  severity  of  the  wound,  as  soon  as  it  was  dressed  by  the  surgon, 
he  retnmed  to  his  gun  without  the  permis^sion  of  the  surgeon,  and  persisted  in 
remaining  at  his  quarters,  using  his  right  hand,  until  the  action  ceased.  He 
was  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  and  with  the  rebel  iron- 
clads and  gunboats  below  New  Orloan!» ;  in  action  with  the  Chalmette batteries; 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Now  Orleans;  fought  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg 
twice ;  was  in  the  memorable  attack  on  Port  Hudson  on  the  fourteenth  of 
March,  1863;  was  captain  of  a  nine-inch  gun  in  the  naval  nine- inch  gini  bat- 
tery, commanded  by  Lieutenant  Commander  Edward  Terry,  placed  in  rear  of 
Port  Hudson  during  the  siege  of  tlmt  place  in   1863 ;  he  was  also  captain  of  a 

Ean  in  the  naval  battery  established  at  Baton  Rouge,  and  commanded  by 
ientcnant  Commander  Edward  Terry,  after  the  repulse  of  the  army  and  death 
of  General  Williams  at  that  place. 

7.  Walter  B.  Smith  (ordinary  seaman)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  at  the  rifle  100-jwunder  on  the  topgallant  forecastle,  and  for 
nnsket  firing  into  the  gun-ports  of  the  rebel  iron-clad  Tennessee,  in  the  action 
in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  was  on 
board  the  United  States  steamer  Hatt(?ras  when  that  vessel  was  sunk  by  the 

E'ratical  vessel  commanded  by  the  notorious?  Semmes,  oflP  Galveston  ;  jomed  the 
ichmond,  after  having  been  exchanged,  September  1863 ;  and  his  conduct  on 
hoard  of  the  ship  has  been  of  the  most  exemplary  kind. 

8.  Greorge  Parks  (captain  of  forecastle)  is  recomm«»nded  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August 
5,1864.  He  joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1860;  reshipped  October, 
1863;  was  in  the  actions  with  Fort  McRea;  with  the  rebel  vessels  at  the  head 
of  the  passes  of  the  Mississippi ;  in  pasr^ing  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip ;  the 
Chalmettes ;  twice  before  Vicki*l)urg  batteries ;  at  Port  Hudson  ;  was  captain  of 
a  gun  in  the  naval  nine-inch  gun  battery  at  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson,  and 
present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans. 

9.  Thomas  Hayes  (cockswain)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good  con- 
duct as  captain  of  No  1  gun  in  the  action  in  Mo})ile  bay  on  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  was  on  board  the  Brooklyn  in  the  actions 
with  Forts  Jackson  and  8t.  Philp,  and  the  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  N.ew 
Orleans;  with  the  Chalmette  battery;  batteries  below  Vicksburg;  and  was 
preeent  at  the  surrender  of  Nrw  Orleans. 

10.  Lebeus  Simkins  (cock?»wain)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  courage  in 
the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864. 
He  joined  the  Brooklyn  in  January.  1861;  was  in  the  actions  with  Forts 
JaCKSon  and  St.  Philip,  and  the  rebi*l  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New 
Orleans;  Chalmette  batteries ;  batteries  below  Vicksburg;  and  present  at  the 
surrender  of  New  ()rleans.     .loined  the  Richmond  October,  1863. 

1 1.  Oloff  Smith  (cockswain)  is  recomniendc^d  for  coolness  and  good  conduct 
in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  '5,  1864. 
He  was  on  board  the  Richmond  in  the  actions  with  Fort  McRea ;  at  the  head 
of  the  passes  of  the  Mississippi;  with  the  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip;  the 
rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans ;  the  Chalmette  batteries ; 
twice  with  the  batteries  of  Vicksburg  in  attempting  to  pass ;  and  at  the  siege  of 
Port  HudiM>n ;  and  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans.  He  has  been 
eockawain  on  board  the  Richmond  fo^  twenty  consecutive  months. 
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12.  Alexander  H.  Truett  (cockswain)  is  recommended  for  coolneeB  and  good 
conduct  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August 
6f  1864.  He  was  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip;  the 
Chalmette  batteries ;  the  rebel  iron-dads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans; 
the  batteries  below  Vicksbnrg;  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  New 
Orleans.  He  was  present  at  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  piratical  steamer 
Minunon  and  Marquis  de  la  Habana,  in  March,  1 860,  near  Vera  Cruz. 

13.  Robert  Brown  (captain  of  top)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5, 
1864.  He  was  on  board  the  Westiield  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  l*hilip ;  the  Chalmettes ;  and  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans ;  also 
with  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg.     Joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1863. 

14.  John  H.  James  (captain  of  top)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good 
conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  came  off  the  sick-list  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  went  to  his  quarters,  and  fought  his  gun  well  during  the 
entire  action.  He  was  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip ;  the 
rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans ;  the  Chalmettes ;  the  bat- 
teries below  Vicksburg ;  and  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans.  Joined 
the  Richmond  September,  1863. 

15.  Thomas  Cripps  (quartermaster)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good 
conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  was  in  the  Brooklyn  in  the  actions  with 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip;  the  Chalmettes;  batteries  below  Vicksburg; 
and  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans.  Joined  the  Richmond  in  Sep- 
tember, 1863. 

16.  John  Brazell  (quartermaster)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5, 1864. 
lie  was  in  the  Brooklyn  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip ;  the 
Chalmettes ;  batteries  below  Vicksburg ;  and  present  at  the  surrender  of  New 
Orleans.     Joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1863. 

17.  James  H.  Morgan  (captain  of  top)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good 
coiuiuct  ai:^  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actiou  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  Augut<t  5,  1864.  He  joined  the  Colorado  in  May,  1861  ;  volun- 
teered for  the  United  States  steamer  Missisnippi ;  was  in  the  action  with  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  IMiilip;  the  Chalmettes;  Vicksburg;  Port  Hudson;  and  pre- 
sent at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans ;  was  on  board  the  Ironsides  at  GhariestOD. 
Joined  the  Richmond  in  October,  1863. 

18.  John  Smith,  second,  (captain  of  top,)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning 
and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  was  on  board  the  Varuna  when  she 
was  sunk  by  the  rebel  vessels,  after  having  passed  Forts  Jackson  and  St 
Philip  ;  was  trnnsf(»rred  to  the  Brooklyn  ;  and  was  in  the  action  with  the  bat- 
teries brlow  Vickuburg.     He  joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1863. 

19.  .lames  B.  Chandler  (cockswain)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good 
conduct  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  the  Stbof 
Augu^*t,  lb64.  He  deserves  special  notice  for  having  come  off  the  sick-li^ 
and  going  to  and  remaining  at  his  quarters  during  the  entire  action.  Joined 
the  Brooklyn  in  November,  1801  ;  was  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  l*liilip ;  the  Chalmettes ;  batteries  below  Vicksburg ;  and  present  at  the 
surrender  of  New  Orleans     Joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1863. 

20.  William  Jones  (captain  of  top)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good 
conduct  as  captiin  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  aod 
forenoon  of  the  iifth  of  August,  1864.  Joined  the  Dacotah  in  September,  1861i 
and  was  on  board  the  Cumberland  when  sunk  by  the  Merrimack  at  Newport 
News.    Joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1863. 
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SI.  William  Doolan  (coal-heaver)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good  con- 
duel,  and  for  refosing  to  leave  his  station  as  shot  and  shell  passer,  after  having 
been  knocked  down  and  hadlj  wounded  in  th^  head  by  splinters ;  and  upon 

Soing  to  quarters  the  second  time  he  was  found  at  his  station  no\jly  doing  his 
Qtj  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  Augiist  5, 
1864.  He  was  in  Fort  Pickens  when  it  was  bombarded  by  the  rebels ;  was  on 
board  the  Brooklyn  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip  ;  the  Chal- 
mettcs;  the  rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans;  the  batteries 
below  Vicksburg;  and  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans. 

22.  James  Smith,  Ist,  (captain  of  forecastle,)  is  recommended  for  coolness 
and  good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning 
and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864. 

23.  Hugh  Hamilton  (cockswain)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good  con- 
duct in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5, 
1664.  Was  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip ;  the  Ohalmettes ; 
the  rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans;  the  batteries  below 
Vicksburg;  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans.  Joined  the  Richmond  in 
October,  1863. 

24.  James  Mcintosh  (captain  of  top)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good 
conduct  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5, 
1864.  Ho  was  present  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  batteries  at  Hatteras 
inlel,  and  on  board  the  Cumberland  when  she  was  sunk  by  tiie  Merrimack  at  New- 
port News.     Joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1863. 

25.  William  M.  Carr  (master-at-arms)  is  recommended  for  coolness,  energy, 
and  seal  in  the  action  of  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August 
5,  1864.  Volunteered  to  direct,  under  the  orders  *of  the  commander  of  the 
diTision,  the  passing  of  shells  from  the  shell-rooms,  in  addition  to  his  duties  con- 
nected with  the  care  of  lights,  which  he  performed  most  satisfactorily.  lias 
been  master-at-arms  on  board  the  Richmond  since  September,  1860;  was  in  the 
actions  with  Fort  McRea;  at  the  head  of  the  passes  of  the  Mississippi;  Forts 
Jackson  and  St.  Philip;  the  Ghalmettes;  the  rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats 
below  New  Orleans;  Vicksburg;  Port  Hudson;  and  present  at  the  surrender  of 
New  Orleans. 

26.  Thomas  Atkinson  (yeoman)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  energy  in 
anpplying  the  rifle  ammunition,  which  was  under  his  sole  charge,  in  the  action  in 
Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  He  was  a  petty 
officer  on  board  the  United  States  frigate  Congrcjss  with  me  in  1842-'46 ;  was 
present  and  assisted  in  capturing  the  whole  of  the  Buenos  Ayrean  fleet  by  that 
Tcaael  off  Montevideo.  Joined  the  Richmond  in  September,  1860;  was  in  tbe 
actioofl  with  Fort  McRea;  the  head  of  the  paz^oes  of  the  Misr<issippi ;  Forts  Jack- 
son and  St.  Philip;  the  Ghalmettes;  the  rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below 
New  Orleans;  Vicksburg;  Port  Hudson;  and  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans. 

27.  David  Sprowls  (orderly  sergeant  of  ncuirine  guard)  is  recommended  for 
coolness  and  for  setting  a  good  example  to  the  marine  guard,  working  a  division 
of  great  guns  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and  forenoon  of  August 
5.  1864.  Joined  the  Richmond  September  27,  I860;  was  in  the  actionswith 
Fort  McRea;  the  head  of  the  passes  of  the  Mit^ttissippi;  Forts  Jackson  and  St. 
Philip;  the  Ghalmettes;  the  rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats  below  New  Orleans; 
Vicksburg;  Port  Hudson;  and  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans.  He 
has  beeh  in  the  service  twenty- eight  years. 

28.  Andrew  Miller  (sergeant  of  marines)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  August  o,  1864.  Was  on  l>«mrd  the  Brooklyn  in  the  actions  with 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip;  the  Ghalmettes ;  the  rebel  iron-clads  and  gunboats 
below  New  Orleans;  batteries  below  Vicksburg;  and  present  at  the  surrender 
of  New  Orleans. 
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29.  James  Martin  (sergeant  of  marines)  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  action  in  Mobile  bay  on  the  morning  and 
forenoon  of  August  5,  1864.  Was  in  the  actions  with  Forts  Jackson  and 
St.  Philip;  die  Chalmettes;  the  rebel  ironclads  and  gunboats  below  New  Or- 
leans; Vicksburg;  Port  Hudson;  and  present  at  the  surrender  of  New  Orleans, 
on  board  of  the  Richmond. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THORNTON  A.  JENKINS, 

Ckiptam. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Flag-Ship  Harfford,  Mobile  Bay* 


Additional  report  of  Captain  J,  B.  Marekand. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  9,  1864. 

Sir:  In  the  action  of  the  fifth  instant  the  following  named  petty  officers,  and 
others  of  inferior  rating,  were  conspicuous  for  their  energy  and  bravery,  and 
deserve  medals  of  honor;  but  under  the  fourth  rule  of  the  general  order  of  the 
Navy  Department,  No.  10,  dated  April  3,  1863,  their  special  signal  acts  of 
valor  cannot  be  cited  so  as  to  authorize  me  to  recommend  their  obtaining  medals : 

1.  William  Phinney,  boatswain's  mate,  as  captain  of  a  gun,  showed  much 
presence  of  mind  and  coolness  in  managing  it,  and  the  great  encouragement  he 
gave  the  crew. 

2.  John  Smith,  captain  forecastle,  was  first  captain  of  a  gun,  and  finding  that 
he  could  not  sufficiently  depress  his  gun  when  alongside  of  the  rebel  iron-clad 
Tennessee,  threw  a  hand  holy-stone  into  one  of  the  ports  at  a  rebel  using  abosive 
language  against  the  crew  of  the  ship. 

3.  Samuel  W.  Kinnaird,  landsman,  set  an  example  to  the  crew  by  his  presence 
of  mind  and  cheerfulness  that  had  a  beneficial  effect. 

4.  Robert  Dougherty,  landsman,  took  the  place  of  the  powder-boy  at  his  gim 
without  orders  when  the  powder-boy  was  disabled ;  kept  up  a  supply  and  showed 
much  zeal  in  his  new  capacity. 

5.  Michael  Cassidy,  landsman,  first  sponger  of  a  gun,  displayed  great  coolness 
and  exemplary  behavior,  eliciting  the  applause  of  his  officers  and  of  the  gnu's 
crew. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MABGHAND,  Captain. 
Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  W.  G,  Squadron, 


United  States  Steam-Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  bring  to  your  attention  the  following  petty  officers,  &:c.,o^ 
xhis  ship  who  evinced  in  the  battle  of  the  fifth  instant  signal  acts  of  bravery 
which  should  justly  entitle  them  to  medals  of  honor: 

1.  George  Taylor,  armorer,  although  wounded,  went  into  the  shell-room,  and 
with  his  hands  extinguished  the  fire  from  a  shell  exploded  over  it  by  the  enemy- 

2.  Lewis  Copat,  landsman,  remained  at  his  gun  after  he  was  severely  woimdeOf 
until  relieved  by  another  perr^on,  was  then  taken  below,  and  after  reporting  to  th6 
surgeon,  returned  to  his  station  at  the  gun,  and  resumed  his  duties  till  the  actiofl 
was  over,  and  was  then  carried  below. 
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3.  James  Ward«  quarter-gunner,  being  wounded  and  ordered  below,  would 
not  go»  bat  rendered  much  aid  at  one  of  the  guns  when  the  crew  was  disabled, 
and  Babeequentlj  remained  in  the  chains  heaving  the  lead,  until  nearly  in  col- 
liflion  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  Tennessee. 

4.  Daniel  Whitfield,  quartermaster,  remarkable  coolness  as  captain  of  a  gun  in 
holding  on  to  the  lock-string  and  waiting  for  some  time  whilst  alongside  of  the 
rebel  iron-clad  Tennessee,  and  firing  that  the  shot  might  enter  her  port. 

5.  John  M.  Boms,  seaman,  severely  wounded  and  sent  below  under  the  sur- 
gecm'fl  charge,  would  not  remain  unemployed,  but  assisted  the  powder  division 
until  the  action  was  over. 

6.  John  Edwards,  captain  of  top,  second  captain  of  a  gun,  although  wounded, 
would  not,  when  ordered,  go  below  to  the  surgeon,  but  took  the  place  of  the  first 
captain  during  the  remainder  of  the  battle. 

7.  Adam  McGullock,  seaman,  being  wounded,  would  not  leave  his  quarters 
although  ordered  to  do  so,  but  remainea  until  the  action  was  over. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  MARCHAND,  Captain. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  IV.  G.  Squadron. 


EEFORT  OF  CASUALTIES  IN  THE  FLEET  IN  THE  ATTACK  ON  THE  DEFENCES 

OF  MOBILE  HARBOK. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  8, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch,  number  three  hundred  and  thirty-five,  written  on  the 
evening  of  the  engagement  of  the  fifth  instant,  the  casualties  then  reported  were 
forty-one  killed,  and  eighty -eight  wounded. 

More  detailed  reports,  since  received,  make  the  casualties  fifty- two  killed  and 
one  hundred  and  seventy  wounded,  namely : 

Killed.  Wounded. 

Hartford 25  28 

Brooklyn 11  43 

Lackawanna 4  35 

Oneida 8  30 

Monongahela 0  6 

Metacomet 1  2 

Ossipee 1  7 

Richmond 0  2  slightly. 

Galena 0  1 

Octorara 1  10 

Kennebec 1  6 

I  forward  herewith  the  reports  of  the  surgeons  of  these  vessels,  giving  the 
names  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  character  of  the  wounds. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral f  Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  casualties  on  the   United  Slates  Ship  Hartford, 

Killed, — ^Wm.H.  Heginbotham,  acting  ensign;  Charles  Shaefer,  ordinary  sea- 
man ;  Wm.  Smith,  landsman ;  Louis  McLane,  s<^aman  ;  Benjamin  Harper,  sea- 
man ;  James  B.  Osgood,  ordinary  seaman;  Adolphus  Pulle,  seaman;  Thomas 
Baync,  ordinary  seaman;  John  C.  Scott,  ordinary  seaman;  Thomas  Stanton, 
seaman ;  James  Alexander,  landsman ;  Henry  Clark,  first-class  boy ;  Wm.  E. 
Andrews,  captain  after-guard ;  Frederick  Munsell,  landsman ;  Geoi^  Walker, 
landsman ;  Thomas  Wildes,  landsman ;  George  Still  well,  nurse ;  David  Mor- 
row, quarter  gunner;  Peter  Duncan,  coal-heaver;  Andrew  E.  Smith,  coal-heaver; 
Francis  Campbell,  second-class  fireman ;  Charles  Stevenson,  second-dasB  boy ; 
David  Curtiu,  landsman. 

Severely  wounded. — Wilder  Vemer,  landsman ;  M.  0.  Forbes,  captain  ton ; 
Michael  Fanya,  landsman ;  James  S.  Geddis,  landsman ;  Wm.  G.  Trask,  oroi- 
nary  seaman;  Wm.  A.  Stanley,  seaman;  Thomas  O'Oonnel,  coal-heaver; 
James  R.  Garrison,  coal-heaver;  E.  E.  Johnson,  first-class  boy;  George  E. 
Fleke,  first-class  boy ;  Charles  Dennis,  (colored,)  landsman ;  Augoste  Simmons, 
ordinary  seaman ;  William  Thompson,  1st,  ordinary  seaman ;  Peter  Pitts, 
(colored,)  landsman;  R.  D.  Dumphy, coal-heaver ;  Wm.  Doyle, first-class  boy; 
Wm.  Eldin,  seaman ;  Walter  Lloyd,  first-class  boy ;  R.  P.  He rrick,  acting  mas- 
ter's mate ;  Wm.  McEwan,  acting  third  assistant  engineer. 

Slightly  wounded. — L.  P.  Adams,  lieutenant ;  Robert  Dixon,  boatswain ;  Wil- 
liam A.  Donaldson,  seaman ;  George  A.  Wightman,  landsman ;  Michael  Eng- 
lish, second-class  fireman ;  James  F.  Brown,  landsman ;  James  Anderson,  sea- 
man ;  Stephen  H.  Jackson,  first-class  boy. 

Killed,  twenty-three ;  wound(^d  severely  and  transferred  to  hospital  at  Pensa* 
cola,  twenty ;  wounded  slightly,  remaining  on  board,  eight.     Total,  fifty-one 
Respectfully, 

P.  LANSDALE,   Surgeon. 

Captain  P.  Drayton,  U.  S.  N., 

Com'dg  United  States  Steamer  Hartford,  Mobile  Bay. 


Report  of  casualties  on  the  United  States  Steamer  Brooklyn. 

United  Statrs  Steamer  Brooklyn, 
In  the  Bay  of  Mobile,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  list  of  casualties  resulting  from  the  action  of  the  rebel 
forts  and  fleet  yesterday,  I  have  to  report  thirteen  more  to-day,  some  of  which 
were  overlooked  in  the  haste  of  making  out  the  list,  and  others  failed  to  report 
themselves.  You  will  obsi.'rve  this  addition  of  thirteen  to  the  list  of  wonnded 
makes  a  total  of  fifty-four  instead  of  forty-three,  the  number  reported  yesterday. 

I  also  submit  the  naujo,  rate,  and  remarks  in  each  case. 

Killed. — William  II.  Cook,  acting  master's  mate,  splinter  wound  of  both  legs 
and  thighs,  the  left  hand  carried  away ;  Eli  Ilarwood,  captain's  cook,  left  shoal- 
der  and  arm  bfidly  lacerated ;  John  Ryan,  landsman,  left  half  of  head  carried 
away ;  Charles  B.  Seymour,  seaman,  upper  half  of  head  carried  away ;  Thomtf 
Williams,  seaman,  spine  and  ribs  carried  away ;  Lewis  Richards,  seaman,  back 

{)art  of  chest  and  he.id  carried  away ;  Michael  Murphy,  private  marine,  right 
eg  and  half  of  the  pelvis  carried  away ;  William  Smith,  private  marine,  Btnxck  byt 
shot  and  knocked  overboard ;  Richard  Burke,  coal-heaver,  back  part  of  chest  ca^ 
ricd  away,  and  compound  fracture  of  left  leg ;  Anthony  Dunn,  first-class  fireman, 
abdomen  and  chest  opened  by  shell ;  James  McDermott,  landsman,  left  side  of 
abdomen  carried  away. 
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Wounded. — Charles  F.  Blake,  lieutenant,  flesh  wound  of  right  leg,  slight ; 
Douglass  R.  Cassell,  acting  ensign,  (in  regular  navy,)  wound  of  scalp,  slight ; 
Daniel  G.  Brajton,  sailmaker,  contusion  of  right  forearm,  severe ;  Abraham  L. 
Stephens,  acting  master's  mate,  wound  of  face,  slight ;  Alexander  Mack,  cap- 
tain maintop,  compound  fracture  of  left  hand,  severe ;  Patrick  Bricrton,  lands- 
man, wound  in  right  arm,  severe ;  Francis  Prior,  ordinary  seaman,  compound 
fiactnre  of  rib,  wound  of  scalp,  dangerous ;  Rufus  Brittell,  landsman,  left  eye 
destroyed,  severe ;  Patrick  Duggin,  landsman,  fracture  of  the  left  leg,  severe ; 
John  McPherson,  seaman,  scalp  wound  and  contusion,  severe  ;  John  Dunn,  coal- 
heaver,  left  eye  destroyed,  severe ;  Charles  Steinbeck,  ordinary  seaman,  frac- 
ture of  skull,  severe;  Daniel  McCarthy,  landsman,  compound  fracture  of 
scapula,  severe ;  George  W.  Hersey,  seaman,  flesh  wound  over  hip,  severe ;  Wm. 
H.  Harrison,  ordinary  seaman,  flesh  wound  in  right  arm,  severe ;  Thomas  Denni- 
80D,  landsman,  wounded  over  the  left  eye,  severe ;  Frank  Hanson,  seaman,  con- 
tusion of  both  eyes,  severe  ;  Al\in  A.  Carter,  ordinary  seaman,  fracture  of  right 
thigh,  severe ;  George  R.  Lcland,  private  marine,  bolt  driven  into  left  thigh, 
severe.  William  McCaffrey,  sejunan,  wound  over  eye,  slight;  John  Bryant,  ar- 
morer's mate,  scalp  wound,  slight ;  Roland  M.  Clark,  ordinary  seaman,  flesh 
wound  in  left  forearm,  slight ;  William  Brown,  landsman,  splinter  wounds  in 
thiffh  and  shoulder,  slight;  Charles  Miner,  landsman,  contusion  of  shoulder, 
slight;  Lewis  Hareck,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion  of  right  arm  and  chest, 
slight ;  Alexander  Degges,  landsman,  abrasion,  slight ;  Frank  Bennett,  first-class 
hoy,  contusion,  slight ;  Bernard  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  scalp  wound,  slight ; 
William  Robinson,  captain  foretop,  contusion,  slight ;  John  Thompson,  ordinary 
seaman,  contusion,  slight;  William  H.  Brown,  landsman,  contusion  and  abra- 
sion, slight ;  Barclay  Redington,  coal-heaver,  scalp  wound,  slight ;  John  K. 
Housel,  coal-heaver,  contusion  and  abrasion,  slight ;  William  Frick,  ordinary 
seaman,  abrasion  of  side  and  thigh,  slight ;  John  Maxwell,  coal-heaver,  scalp 
wound,  slight ;  James  Sterling,  coal-heaver,  contusion  of  side,  slight ;  John  Mc- 
Kennon,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion,  slight ;  Benjamin  K.  Taylor,  landsman, 
contusion,  slight ;  Isaac  B.  Larett,  seaman,  contusion,  slight;  and  James  Shea, 
qoarter-gunner,  contusion,  slight.  All  these  wounds  are  slight.  Patrick  McGowan, 
coal-heaver,  wound  of  left  elbow,  severe  ;  Joseph  Machon,  first-class  boy,  splinter 
wound  and  contusion,  severe ;  William  McCarren,  landsman,  contusion  of  left 
eye,  severe. 

Killed,  1 1 ;  wounded,  43.     Total,  54. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  MAULSBY,  Surgeon, 

Captain  J.  Aldkn, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Brooklyn. 


Report  of  casualties  on  the  United  States  Steamer  Lackaioanna. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Lackawanna, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  which  have 
f>ccnrred  in  the  action  of  this  aay  while  passing  the  forts  and  occupying  Mo- 
bile bay. 

Killed, — James  Williams,  master-at-arms  ;  J.)hn  Troy,  captain  forecastle; 
Charles  Anderson,  ordinary  seaman ;  Richard  Ashley,  colored  boy. 

Wounded. — Lieutenant  Stephen  A.  McCarty,  splinter  wound  of  ankle,  slight ; 
'Ensign  Clarence  Rathbone,  splinter  wound  of  knee,  slight ;  Charles  Ilayden, 
yeoman,  fracture  of  right  leg,  serious ;  John  Bums,  seaman,  splinter  wound  of 
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arm  and  back,  severe ;  James  Ward,  quarter-ganDer,  aplinter  wound  of  back. 
slight;  Frederick  Stewarti  ofHccrs'  cook,  shell-wound  of  head,  severe;  Edward 
Harris,  seaman,  splinter  wound  of  head,  slight;  John  Bengsten,  seaman, 
splinter  wound  of  wrist,  slight ;  Anton  Lewis,  seaman,  splinter  wonnd  of  knee, 
slight;  Adam  McCullock,  seaman,  splinter  wound  of  leg,  slight;  S.  H.  Eld- 
ridge,  quartermaster,  splinter  wound  of  face ;  John  Edwards,  seaman,  eplinter 
wound  of  face  and  arm ;  severe ;  John  Lear,  ordinary  seaman,  spUnter  woond  of 
shoulder  and  hand ;  Francis  Bums,  ordinary  seaman,  splinter  wound  of  back ;  R. 
O.  Seaver,  ordinary  seaman,  splinter  wound  of  both  legs,  slight ;  Dennis  Mnellen, 
landsman,  splinter  wound  of  back,  slight ;  James  D.  Atkinson,  landsman,  splinter 
wound  of  arm,  slight ;  John  Maline,  landsman,  fracture  of  claviele ;  John 
Acker,  landsman,  splinter  wound  of  back,  slight ;  Jesse  Sweet,  landsman,  splinter 
wound  of  thigh,  severe ;  John  Gallagher,  landsman,  splinter  wound  of  leg, 
slight;  Louis  Copat,  landsman,  splinter  wound  of  face  and  limbs,  severe; 
Theo.  Fletcher,  landsman,  shell  wound  of  face,  with  concussion,  severe ;  Alex- 
ander Fivey,  landsman,  shell  wound  of  head,  back,  and  leg,  serious ;  James 
McGaulcy,  landsman,  left  thigh  torn  off,  mortally;  Silas  M.  Stevens,  landsman, 
splinter  wound  of  head,  severe ;  Richard  McCay,  boy,  splinter  wonnd  of  arm, 
slight ;  George  Taylor,  armorer,  shell  wound  of  forehcaa,  slight ;  Patrick  Mo^ 
rissey,  first-class  fireman,  splinter  wound  in  ankle,  slight ;  Isaac  Hcwsom,  ooal- 
heaver,  (colored,)  splinter  wound  of  leg,  slight ;  Jacob  Maggett*  coal-heaver, 
(colored,)  splinter  wound  of  leg,  slight ;  Andrew  Achum,  second-class  fireiiuui» 
shell  wound  of  face,  slight ;  James  Kccfe,  marine,  splinter  wound  of  thigfai 
severe;  Frederick  Hines,  marine,  shell  wound  of  head,  serious;  D.  F.  Pratt, 
private,  signal  corps  United  States  army,  fracture  of  left  forearm. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  W.  LEACH, 
Surgeon  United  States  Navy, 
Captain  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commanding  United  States  Skip  Lackawanna, 


Report  of  casualties  on  the  United  States  steamer  Oneida* 

United  States  Steamer  Oneida, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  which  occurred  to-day ^n 
board  this  vessel  while  passing  Fort  Morgan  and  during  an  engagement  with 
the  fleet  of  the  enemy  : 

Killed. — Frank  Levay,  ordinary  seaman;  Thomas  Gibson,  marine ;  Albert 
Phillips,  captain  forecastle ;  John  C.  Jensen,  seaman;  James  Agem;  first-eliss 
fireman,  scalded;  Emanuel  Boyakin,  cabin  steward;  Robert  Lenox,  landsman; 
Patrick  Dorris,  lanc/sman,  missing,  killed  or  drowned. 

Wounded  severely, — J.  K.  M.  Mullany,  commander,  left  aim  amputated ;  B. 
H.  Fitch,  first  assistant  engineer,  scalded ;  Oliver  Crommelia,  surgeon's  steward, 
scalded ;  John  Peacock,  first-class  fireman,  scalded ;  William  Mitchell,  lands- 
man, scalded;  John  Nelson,  landsman,  scalded;  William  Ager,  coal-heaver, 
scalded ;  William  Burtis,  first-class  fireman,  scalded ;  Samuel  Vanaseryt  coal- 
heaver,  scalded ;  William  Newland,  ordinary  seaman,  flesh  wotmd ;  John  Pres- 
ton, landsman,  eyes ;  Charles  Matthews,  landsman. 

Wounded  slightly, — William  II.  Hunt,  chief  engineer,  scalded ;  Geoige  A. 
Ebbets,  captain's  clerk,  contusion ;  William  P.  Treadwell,  paymaster's  elerk» 
scalded  ;  Peter  McKeloye,  second-class  fireman,  scalded  ;  Stephen  Dolan,  fint* 
class  fireman,  scalded ;   John  Boyle,  coal-heaver,  scalded ;  Moses  Jones,  coal- 
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hesver,  scalded ;  John  Ralton,  landsman,  scalded ;  Edward  Thomas,  ordinary 
wmnuau  scalded  ;  James  Sheridan,  quartermaster,  contusion ;   John  E.  Jones, 

Snarlennaster,  contusion;  Henry  Binney,  quartermaster,  contusion;  Francis 
^r&wnt  quarter  gunner,  contusion ;  Christian  Christeinick,  landsman ;  Roger 
Shamunit  landsman ;  John  Johnson,  ordinary  seaman ;  David  Johnston,  cor- 
pond  marines ;  John  Kilroy,  private  marine. 

Killed,  eight ;  wounded  severely,  twelve ;  wounded  slightly,  eighteen. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  Y.  TAYLOR,  Surgeon, 
lieutenant  C.  L.  Huntington,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Oneida, 


Report  of  castuihies  on  ike  United  States  steamer  Monongahela, 

United  States  Steamer  Monongahela, 

Mobile  Baj/,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir:  The  following  are  the  casualties  on  board  this  ship,  resulting  from  the 
action  to-day  with  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines  and  the  rebel  rams  : 

Roderick  Prentiss,  lieutenant,  both  legs  badly  injured  by  splinters,  left  one 
amputated ;  Michael  Smith,  boy,  severe  laccratea  wound  of  sc^dp  by  splinters  ; 
WuUam  Feency,  paymaster,  contusion  of  back  and  left  arm,  slight ;  Holbert 
LftnCf  surgeon's  steward,  wound  of  scalp,  splinter,  slight ;  James  Johnston, 
landsman,  wound  of  head,  splinter,  not  dangerous ;  llichard  Condon,  landsman ; 
wound  of  back,  splinter,  slight. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  KINDLEBERGER, 

Surgeon  United  States  Navy* 

Commander  James  H.  Strong,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Monongahela. 


Report  of  casualties  on  the  United  States  steamer  Metacomet. 

U.  S.  Steamek  Metacomet,  W.  G.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Mobile  Bay  J  August  8,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  instant,  during  the  en- 
gagement while  passing  the  forts  and  engaging  the  gunboats,  the  folio wmg 
caeuiildes  occurred : 

John  Stewart,  landsman,  killed;  Julian  J.  Butler,  ordinary  seaman,  shell 
wound ;  Oliver  D.  Wolfe,  fireman,  slightly  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  PAYNE, 
Assistant  Surgeon. 
Lieut.  Commander  Jas.  E.  Jouett,  Commanding. 


Report  of  the  casualties  on  the  United  States  steamer  Ossipee, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Ossipee. 

Mobile  Bay,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this  ship 
during  the  engagement  of  this  day  with  the  enemy's  batteries  on  shore  and 
Afloat: 
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Lewis  Lord,  landsman,  nape  of  neck,  dangerous;  Owen  Maines,  seaman 
forearm  broken,  shoulder-joint,  head,  and  hip  contused,  since  died  of  wound&t 
killed  ;  John  Harris,  quarter  gunner,  gunshot  wound  in  lower  jaw,  serious ; 
Thomas  Rogers,  landsman,  contusion  of  right  leg,  slight;  Henry  Johnson,  or- 
dinary seaman,  splinter  wound,  slight ;  James  Sweeney,  seaman,  splinter  wound, 
slight ;  George  Rowe,  second-class  fireman,  splinter  wound,  slight ;  Sam  Hazard, 
landsman,  splinter  wound,  slight. 
Total — One  killed,  seven  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  GIBBS,  Surgam. 
Commander  W.  E.  LeRoy, 

CorrCdg  United  States  Steam- Sloop  Ossipee,  MohUe  Bay.  , ^ 


Report  of  casualties  on  the  United  States  steamer  Galena. 

United  States  Steamer  Galena, 

August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  most  respectfully  report  the  following  casualty  on  board  this 
vessel  while  passing  Fort  Morgan : 

Wounded. — James  McCafierty,  coal-heaver,  scalp  woand,  with  concussion  of 
the  brain. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  P.  WRIGHT,^ 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Aary. 
Lieut.  Commander  C.  H.  Wells,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Galena. 


Report  of  casualties  on  the  United  States  steamer  Octorara* 

United  States  Steamer  Ogtqrara, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  August  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  as  a  list  of  casualties  occurring  this 
morning  while  passing  Forts  Morgan  and  Gaines,  viz : 

Killed, — W.  II.  Davis,  seaman,  by  splinters. 

Wounded. — Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  H.  Greene,  contusion  of  lee;  Aetmg 
Ensign  Maurice  McEntrce,  contusion  of  the  thigh ;  Acting  Master  Henry  B. 
Billings,  contusion  of  face,  all  from  splinters,  slight;  James  Mcintosh,  cockBwain, 
incised  wound  of  scalp,  not  severe ;  John  Govard,  seaman,  lacerated  wound  of 
forehead,  quite  severe;  Charles  Howard,  seaman,  contusion  of  Bacnun,  sl^t; 
William  H.  Nice,  boatswain's  mate,  severe  contusion  of  right  eye;  Andrew 
Crough,  quartermaster,  contusion  of  scalp,  slight;  George  Smith,  ship's  corponl, 
wound  of  upper  third  left  arm,  quite  severe;  John  Robinson,  qoartemuurter, 
contusion  of  left  foot,  slight. 

Killed,  one;  wounded,  ten. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  R.  DODGE, 
Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

Lieutenant  Commander  C  H.  Greene, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Octorara. 
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Report  qfcoiualties  an  the  United  States  S  teamer  Kennebec. 

United  States  Steamer  Kennebec, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  6,  1864. 

Sl£:  I  respectfully  report  the  followiDg  casualties  in  action  yesterday  morn- 
ing while  passing  Fort  Morgan,  namely : 

Daniel  Godfrey,  coal-heaver,  mortally  wounded  in  the  ahdomen,  by  fragment 
of  shell  from  the  rebel  iron-clad  Tennnessee,  and  has  since  died;  Acting  Ensign  H. 
£.  Tinkham,  serious  gunshot  wounds  and  contusions  of  left  arm,  side,  thigh,  and 
leg,  by  fragments  of  hhell  from  the  rebel  ram  Tennessee,  no  fracture;  Peter  R. 
Post,  landsmen,  gunshot  wound  and  fracture  of  right  cheek-bone,  serious; 
Charles  Sanders,  master-at-arms,  slight  contusion  of  lips ;  J.  D.  Ireson,  captain 
of  the  hold,  Isaac  Fisher,  (colored,)  first-class  boy,  and  several  others,  very  slight 
contasions  by  fragments  of  shell  from  the  Tennessee,  and  splinters  caused  by 
it;  and  Kimball  Prince,  landsman,  contusion  of  right  shoulder,  slight,  by  splin- 
er  caused  by  a  solid  shot  from  the  fort. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  W.  HATCH, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 

lient.  Commander  W.  P.  McCann,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Kennebec. 


LOSS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  PHILIPPI. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  G,  Farragut, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  8,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  regret  to  inform  the  department  that  after  I  had  passed  the  forts  some 
time  I  saw  a  steamer  on  fire  innide  the  bay.  I  soon  perceived  that  it  was  the 
Phillippi,  and  I  could  not  imagine  how  she  came  to  be  set  on  fire. 

I  have  since  received  the  report  of  her  commanding  officer.  Acting  Master  J 
T.  Seaver,  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  facts  appear  to  be,  that  Acting  Master  Seaver,  on  the  evening  before  the 
action,  asked  Flee t-Cttp tain  Drayton  if  he  should  not  follow  the  squadron  into 
the  bay.  Captain  Drayton  told  him  that  that  would  be  a  folly,  and  ordered 
him  to  go  and  deliver  the  ammunition  he  had  brought  from  Pensacola  on  board 
the  Tennessee,  and  then  report  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Grafton,  senior  officer 
for  daty  outside.  Instead  of  doing  this  he  followed  the  fleet  in,  and  was  struck 
with  a  shot  from  the  fort,  when  he  put  bis  helm  a-port  and  ran  her  on  the  bank. 
After  having  had  two  men  killed  and  two  wounded  he  deserted  the  vessel,  leav- 
ing his  signal-book  (boat  code)  on  the  quarter  deck,  where  it  was  found  by  the 

enemy,  who  subsequently  boarded  the  vessel. 

•  •••••••• 

The  rebel  set  the  vessel  on  fire,  and  we  have  thus  lost  one  of  the  most  effi- 
cient vessels  in  the  squadron  for  all  kinds  of  express  duty,  and  we  are  sadly 
in  want  of  just  such  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  TV.  G,  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  James  T.  Seaver. 

United  States  Steamer  Cowslip, 

August  e,  1864. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  to  yon  in  regard  to  the  loss 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Philippi : 

At  daylight  hove  up  anchor  and  steamed  alongside  the  Tennessee,  and  dis- 
charged all  the  ordnance  stores  and  provisions  belonging  to  other  vessels;  not 
having  orders  to  report  to  any  one,  and  the  verbd  order  I  received  bemg 
to  discharge  the  stores  into  the  Tennessee  as  quick  as  possible,  I  did  so.  Wish- 
ing to  be  of  asdidtance  to  the  fleet  in  case  any  vessels  were  disabled,  and  know- 
ing the  power  of  my  steamer,  immediately  after  the  freight  was  out  I  dropped 
off  from  the  Tennessee,  got  hawsers,  lines,  &c.,  all  ready  to  be  of  assistance  in 
towing  any  disabled  vessel  which  would  need  my  services.  At  forty -five  min- 
utes past  seven  stood  up  the  channel  for  the  fleet,  keeping  as  far  out  of  range 
of  the  fort  as  I  could  judge  was  necessary  to  clear  the  shoal,  the  qaartermaster 
at  the  load  from  the  time  of  making  the  bar.  At  about  fifteen  minutes  past 
nine,  while  going  ahead  slow,  the  quartermaster  gave  the  cast,  a  quarter  less 
three,  and  the  steamer  immediately  struck.  I  rang  three  bells  and  tried  to  back 
her  off,  but  she  did  not  stir.  I  kept  biicking  for  ten  minutes;  had  about  thirty- 
five  pounds  of  steam  on.  The  fort  then  opened  fire  on  us,  and,  getting  oar 
range,  every  other  shell  did  execution — the  second  shell  or  shot,  (as  it  did  not 
explode  I  could  not  tell  which,)  struck  the  rail  about  the  starboard  bow-port, 
and  immediately  killed  Frank  Wilson,  landsman.  One  shot  passed  through  the 
boiler,  entirely  disabling  us,  and  another  burst  in  the  engine-room.  At  tbiB 
time  Fort  Morgan  kept  up  a  constant  tire  at  us,  every  shell  doing  more  or  leu 
execution.  The  men,  while  I  was  forward,  many  of  them  rushed  aft  and  com- 
menced cutting  the  boats'  falls.  Hearing  this,  I  came  aft  and  ordered  them  to 
stop,  which  they  did,  and  the  boats  were  lowered  with  safety,  but  the  men 
crowded  in  and  two  of  the  boats  were  immediately  filled.  I  put  the  wounded 
in  one  of  the  boats  and  sent  the  dying,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  L.  R.  Vance, 
to  the  Cowslip  for  assistance. 

The  deck  being  full  of  steam  and  smoke,  and  indications  of  the  ship  being  on 
fire,  and  two  of  my  men  being  wounded  and  one  scalded,  and  almost  every 
sholl,  either  direct  or  ricochet,  striking  the  steamer,  and  the  boilers  being  disabled, 
and  my  men,  several  of  them,  being  almost  paralyzed  with  fear,  also  the  sight 
of  the  rebel  steamer  coming  out,  and  th(;  utter  impossibility  to  save  the  steamer 
or  resist  the  enemy,  I  judged  it  best  to  abandon  her. 

I  pulled  alongside  the  Cowslip  and  Buckthorn,  the  two  vessels  being  close  to 
each  other,  and  put  the  wounded  on  board;  both  vessels  then  stood  towards  the 
Genesee.  I  went  on  board  and  reported  to  Captain  Grafton;  was  ordered  to 
ut  the  wounded  on  board  the  Tcnnesi^ee  and  report  to  Captain  Orafton  agun, 
ut  as  the  Genesee  st(;amcd  towards  Pelican  channel  I  was  forced  to  remain  on 
the  Tennessee.  The  qujirtcrraaster,  William  H.  French,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  stomach,  died  at  twenty  minutes  past  seven. 

List  ()f  casualties. — Frank  Wilson,  landsman,  killed;  William  H.  Frenchv 
quartermaster,  mort^illy  wounded ;  John  Collins,  coal-heaver,  scalded ;  and  Joseph 
Boyd,  slightly  wounded. 

The  oSicers  were  perfectly  cool  throughout  the  time  while  under  fijre  and  in 
leaving  the  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  T.  SEAVER,  Aaing  Matter. 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farrahut, 

Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron. 


I 
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LOSS  OF  THE  MONITOR  TECUMSEH. 
Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  G,  Farragut. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  Blockading  Squadron, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  27, 1864. 
Sl£:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  a  copy  of  a  re- 
port made  to^  me  hy  Acting  Masters  C.  F.  Langley  and  Gardner  Cottrell,  two 
of  the  Burvivors  of  the  iron-clad  Tecuraseh,  and  in  which  are  given  the  names 
of  six  men  who  were  saved  in  the  same  boat,  namely;  S.  S.  Shin,  gunner's 
mate;  John  Gould,  quarter  gunner;  Frank  Gommins,  seaman;  Richard  Col- 
lins, seamen;  and  Peter  Parks,  seaman. 

These  officers  are  certainly  in  error  in  their  statement  that  a  row  of  buoys 
stretched  from  the  shore  a  distance  of  one  to  two  bunded  yards.  We  now 
know  that  the  channel  adjacent  to  the  shore  was  entirely  clear  of  torpedoes,  and 
that  the  latter  were  placed  between  the  two  large  buoys,  to  which  I  have  re- 
feired  in  my  reports. 

In  addition  to  the  persons  named  in  this  report  as  saved,  the  boat  from  the 
Hetacomet,  under  Acting  Ensign  Nields,  rescued  Acting  Ensign  John  P. 
ZetHch,  Chauncev  V.  Dean,  quartermaster;  William  Roberts,  quartermaster; 
James  McDonald,  seaman;  George  ]Major,  seaman;  James  Thorn,  seaman; 
Charles  Packard,  ordinary  seaman ;  William  Fad  den,  landsman ;  and  William 
C.  West,  coal-heaver,  with  the  pilot  of  the  Tecumseh,  John  Collins. 

Four  others  also  swam  to  the  beach  and  were  taken  prisoness  at  Fort  Morgan 
and  immediately  sent  away. 

This  information  was  received  when  communicating  by  flag  of  truce  with 
the  fort.     None  of  them,  we  were  told,  were  officers. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G,  B,  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyy  Washington. 


Joint  report  of  Acting  Masters  C.  F,  Langley  aud  G.  Cottrell. 

United  States  Ship  Potomac, 

Pensacola,  August  6,  1864. 

Sib:  Believing  that  we  are  the  only  surviving  officers  of  the  United  States 

Miitor  Tecumseh,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  report  the  circumstances  attending  her 

B,  and  of  the  safety  of  a  boat's  crew. 

When  nearly  abreast  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
1  the  beach,  a  row  of  buoys  was  discovered  stretching  from  the  shore,  a  dis- 

:€  from  one  to  two  hundred  yards.     It  being  reported  to  Captain  Craven,  he 

lediately  gave  the  vessel  full  speed,  and  attempted  to  pass  between  two  of 
u       -     When  in  their  range  a  torpedo  was  exploded  directly  under  the  turret, 

wing  a  large  hole  through  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  through  which  the  water 

bed  in  with  great  rapidity. 

jTinding  that  the  vessel  was  sinking,  the  order  was  given  to  leave  our  quarters, 
ind  from  that  moment  every  one  used  the  utmost  exertions  to  clear  himself 
h>m  the  wreck. 

After  being  carried  down  by  the  vessrl  several  timos,  we  were  picked  up  in 
I  drowning  condition  by  one  of  our  boats,  manned  by  the  following  men:  S.  S. 
Shinn,  gunner's  mate;  John  Gould,  quarter  gunner;  Frank  Commens,  seaman; 
EUcfaard  Collins,  seaman;  and  Peter  Parkes,  landsman,  all  of  whom  are  now  on 
MMurd  this  shin. 
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Captain  Craven  was  seen  in  the  turret  by  Mr.  Cottrell,  just  bdbre  the  veswl 
sunk,  and  as  he  had  a  life-preserving  vest  on,  we  have  hopes  that  he  reached 
the  shore. 

Not  recovering  from  our  exhausted  condition  until  the  boat  was  abreast  of 
the  Hartford,  and  knowing  that  an  attempt  to  board  one  of  the  attacking  fleet 
would  cause  the  loss  of  her  position,  we  pulled  for  the  Buckthorn,  from  which  vesed 
we  were  sent  to  the  Tennessee,  and  afterwards,  by  Captain  Grafton's  order,  sent 
to  this  ship.  There  was  no  opportunity  of  making  a  report  to  Captain  Grafton, 
otherwise  it  would  have  been  done  in  person. 

Hoping  that  the  course  pursued  by  us  will  meet  your  approval,  wc  are,  very 
respectfully,  &c., 

C.  F.  LANGLEY,  Acting  Master. 
GARDNER  COTTRELL,  Acting  Matter. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron. 


RECONNOISSANCE  OF  MOBILE  BAY. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  16,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that  yesterday  I  madei 
reconuoissance  in  the  Metacomet,  accompanied  by  the  Selma  and  several  gan- 
boats  and  light-draught  iron-clads,  in  the  vicinity  of  Mobile,  approaching  within 
3^  miles  of  the  citv.  We  discovered  that  the  rebels  had  suuk  the  Nashville, 
the  vessel  intended  for  an  iron-clad,  across  the  channel,  completely  obstructing 
it,  with  the  addition  of  a  row  of  piles  guarded  by  forts.  Until  these  obstroctioufl 
can  be  removed,  there  will  be  no  possibility  of  our  reaching  Mobile  with  any  of 
our  light  draught  vesHols, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admirals  Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squtubvn. 

Hon.  GiDRON  Wkixes, 

Secretary  of  ilue  Navy,  Watthington,  D.  C. 


CAPTURE  OF  FORT  MORGAN. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  C.  Farragut. 

Flaq-Ship  Hartford, 
Mobile  Bay,  August  83,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
twenty-first  uistant  General  Granger  informed  me  that  his  batteries  would  be 
ready  to  open  on  Fort  Morgan  at  daylight  the  next  morning.  I  accordingly 
gave  directions  for  the  monitors  and  the  vessels  with  suitable  guns  to  move  up 
and  be  rcfidy  to  open  upon  it  with  the  army. 

1  had  previously  landed  four  nine-inch  guns  and  placed  them  in  battery,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  H.  B.  Tyson,  of  the  Hartford,  and  manned  them 
with  crews  taken  from  tlio  Hartford,  Brooklyn,  Richmond,  and  LackawanniL 
They  did  good  service  in  conjunction  with  the  batteries  of  the  army. 

At  daylight  on  the  twenty-second  the  bombardment  began  from  the  shore  bat- 
teries, the  monitors  and  ships  inside  the  bay  and  outside,  and  a  more  magnificent 
fire  1  think  has  rarely  been  kept  up  for  twenty-four  hours. 

At  half  past  eight  p.  m.  the  citadel  took  fire,  and  the  general  ordered  the  near 
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»atteiieB  to  redouble  their  fire.    At  six  this  morning  an  explosion  took  place  in 

he  fort,  and  at  half  past  six  the  white  flag  was  displayed  on  the  fort.     1  imme- 

itelj  sent  Fleet-Captain  Drayton  to  meet  General  Granger  to  arrange  the  terms 

>r  tkt  surrender  of  the  fort.     These  were,  that  the  fort,  its  garrison,  and  all 

lie  property  should  be  surrendered  unconditionally,  at  two  o'clock  to-day, 

ike  army  and  navy  forces  of  the  United  States.    These  terms  were  agreed 

I       •  Brigadier  General  Richard  L.  Page,  formerly  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

X  siiiU  send  the  garrison  offic^rd  and  mtm  at  once  to  New  Orleans. 

Very  resptjctfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Rear-Admiretl, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Uic  Xary. 


Additional  report   of  Rear- Admiral  Farragvt, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Mohile  Bay,  August  25,  18G4. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor,  in  my  dei?patch,  No.  36G,  to  report  to  the  department 
bat  Fort  ]M(»rgJUi  had  surrendered  on  th(i  twenty-third  ini»tant  to  the  army  and 
avy,  though  at  the  time  that  despatch  was  written  and  mailed  the  ceremony 
f  •nrrender  had  not  actually  taken  place. 

The  correspondence  jireliminary  to  that  event  is  herewith  forwarded,  (marked 
fot.  1.  2,  3,  and  4.)  and  the  department  will  perceive  that  the  terms  of  capitu- 
ition  were  the  same  as  in  the  case  of  Fort  Gaines.  General  Page  endeavored 
>  obtain  more  favorable  term>*,  but  without  success. 

I  regret  to  state  that,  after  the  assembling  of  the  rebel  officers  at  the  appointed 
r  (i  p.  m.)  for  the  surrender,  outside  tlie  fort,  it  was  discovered,  on  an  ex- 
lation  of  the  interior,  that  most  of  the  guns  were  spiked,  and  many  of  the  gun- 
Eirriages  wantonly  injun^d,  and  arms,  ammunition,  provisions,  &^c.,  destroyed, 
nd  that  tlnfre  wa?*  every  reason  to  beli'?ve  that  thid  had  been  done  after  the 
'bite  Hag  had  been  raised.  It  was  also  discovered  that  General  Page  and  several 
f  his  oHicers  had  no  swords  tr)  dclivtT  up,  and  further,  that  some  of  those  which 
'ere  surrendered  had  been  brokcMi. 

Thi!  wIioh»  conduct  of  the  ollicers  of  Fort  Gaines  and  Fort  ^Forgan  presents 
ich  a  striking  contrast  in  moral  principle  that  I  cannot  fail  to  remark  upon  it. 
'olonel  Anderson,  who  commanded  the  form(;r,  finding  himself  in  a  position 
erfectly  untenable,  and  encumbcri'd  with  a  superfluous  number  of  conscripts, 

.ny  of  whom  were  mere  boys,  determined  to  surrender  a  fort  which  he  could 
ot  defend,  and  in  this  determination  was  supported  by  all  his  officers  save  one; 
at  from  the  moment  he  hoisted  the  white  flag  he  scrupulously  kept  everything 
itai  and  in  that  condition  delivered  it  over;  whilst  General  Page  and  his  offi- 
!       with  a  childish  spitefiilness,  d'istroyed  the  guns  which  they  had  said  they 

mid  defend  to  the  last,  bnt  which  they  never  defended  at  all,  and  threw  away 
r  broke  those  weapons  which  they  had  not  the  manliness  to  use  against  their 
nemies ;  for  Fort  Morgan  never  fired  a  gun  after  the  commencement  of  the 
ombardment,  and  the  advanced  pickets  of  our  army  were  actually  on  its  glacis. 

As  before  stated,  the  ceremony  of  surrender  took  place  at  2  p.  m.,  and  that 
ame  afternoon  all  the  garrison  were  sent  to  New  Orleans  in  the  Uni:ed  otatcs 
teamers  Tennessee  and  Bienville,  where  they  arrived  safely. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARP  VGUT. 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  W.  (J.  B,  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary^   Washington. 
31  N 
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Jjvttcr  from  Brigadier  General  R.  L.  Pas:e  to  Rear-Admiral  Farragut  and 

Major  Gejieral  Granger, 

Fort  Morgan,  Avgw$i  23,  1864. 

Ge.\tle.me\:  The  further  sacrifice  of  life  being  unnecessary,  my  f«ick  ami 
wounded  i«uffering  and  exposed,  humanity  demauds  that  I  ask  for  tenns  of 
capitulation. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

R   L.  PAGE, 
Brigadier  General  C\  S.  A. 
Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut,  U.  S.  N., 
Major  General  Gordon  Granger,  U.  S.  A., 

Com7nandingj  fy:,,  ifc,f 


Letter  from  Major  General  Granger  to  Brigadier  General  Page. 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  23,  1SG4. 

General:  I  have  notified  Admiral  Farragut  of  your  desire  to  capituLitP^ 
Until  \m  arrival  hostilities  will  be  su:*peuded,  when  your  proposal  will  be  duij 
considered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  GRANGER, 
Major  General  United  States  Army,  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  R.  L.  Page, 

Commanding  at  Fort  Morgan, 


Letter  from  Captain  P.  Drayton  aiid  Brigadier  General  R,  Arnold,  on  (if 
part,  respccfirvhfi  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  and  Major  General  Granjtff 
to  Brigadier  Uiyivral  Page, 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  23,  1864. 

General:  In  rojdy  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  received  by  Captiin 
Taylor,  ar-kin;;  for  terms  of  capitulation,  we  have  to  say  that  the  only  teniH  we 
can  make  are : 

1.  The  unconditional  surrender  of  yourself  and  the  garrison  of  Port  VioTp^ 
with  all  of  the  public  pro]>erty  within  its  limits,  aud  in  the  same  condition  tbat 
it  is  now. 

2.  Tlic  treatment  which  is  in  conformity  with  the  custonu  of  the  moft 
civilized  nations  toward  prisoners  of  war. 

3.  Private  proijorty,  with  the  exception  of  arms,  will  be  respected. 

Very  rei»pectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

P.  DRAYTON. 
Captain  U.  S.  Nary,  on  the  part  ff  Admiral  Farragut^ 

Commanding  Karal  Forces. 
R.  ARNOLD, 
Brigadier  General  U,  *S.  Army,  on  tbe  j>art  of  General  Granger, 

Commanding  United  Staiet  Forces. 
Brigadier  General  R.  L.  Page, 

Commanding  Fort  Morgan, 
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Lctferfrmn  Brigadier  General  Page  to  Captain  P,  Drayton  and  Brigadier 
General  R.  Arnold,  acting  on  t/iejmrt,  respectively ,  of  Admiral  Farragut  and 
Cremeral  Granger. 

Fort  Morgan,  August  23,  1864. 
Gbntlrmbn  :  Tour  conditions  in  communication  of  to-day  ai'C  accepted,  but 
I  have  still  to  request  that  the  terms  asked  with  my  sick  be  granted  and  inserted 
in  the  capitulations. 

I  will  be  prepared  to  surrender  at  two  o'clock,  and  to  embark  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

R.  L.  PAGE, 
Brigadier  General  C.  S.  A, 
Captain  P.  Drayton,  U.  S.  N., 
Brigadier  General  R.  Arnold,  U.  S.  A  , 

Acting  on  the  party  respectively,  of 

Admiral  Farragut  and  General  Granger, 


Congratulatory  letter  to  Rear- Admiral  Farragut. 

Navy  Department,  September  5,  1864. 

SiS:  Your  despatch,  numbered  368,  i«  received,  informing  the  department  of 
the  capture,  on  the  2'3d  ultimo,  of  Fort  Morgan.  This  is  the  last  and  most 
formidable  of  all  the  defences  erected  to  command  the  entrance  to  the  bay 
of  Mobile,  and  it  is  a  gratiiicution  that  its  capitulation  was  effected  soouer  than 
had  been  anticipated.  I  will  not,  in  this  communication,  stop  to  comment  on 
the  bad  faith  exhibited  in  the  detftruction  of  the  arms  and  property  in  the  fort 
after  its  sumnider,  which  is  reprobated  by  you  with  just  severity;  but  I  desire 
to  congratulate  you  and  your  command  on  a  series  of  achievements  which  put 
OB  in  possession  of  the  buy;  and,  until  the  integrity  of  the  Union  is  fully  vindi- 
cated and  established,  clo.'^e  all  ocean  communication  with  the  city  of  Mobile. 
In  the  success  which  has  attended  your  operations  you  have  illustrated  the 
efficiency  and  irresistible  power  of  a  naval  force  led  by  a  bold  and  vigorous 
mind,  and  the  insuAiciency  of  any  batteries  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  fleet 
thus  led  and  commanded.  You  have,  first  on  the  Mississippi,  and  recently  in 
the  bay  of  Mobile,  demonstrated  wliat  had  been  previously  doubted,  the  ability 
of  naval  vessels,  properly  manned  and  commanded,  to  set  at  defiance  the  best 
conBtnicted  and  mo.st  heavily  armed  fortitications.  In  these  successive  victories 
you  have  encountered  great  ri.-^ks,  but  the  results  have  vindicated  the  wisdom 
of  your  policy,  and  the  daring  vah>r  of  our  officers  and  seamen. 

1  desire  that  the  congratulations  whicli  are  hereby  tendered  to  yourself,  your 
officers  and  men,  may  be  extended  to  the  ai  my  who  have  so  cordially  co-operated 
with  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut, 

Commanding  \V.  G.  B.  b'tiuadron,  Mobile  Bay. 
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EXPLOSION  OF  A  TORPEDO  IN  MOBILE  BAY. 

Ijist  of  killed  and  wounded, 

Flag-Ship  IIartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadro??, 

Avgust  29,  1864. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  report  to  the  department  the  following  casualtiee  resalting 
from  the  accidental  explosion  of  a  torpedo  on  the  25th  instant : 

Killed. — Charles  E.  Milliken,  ordinary  seaman,  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Seminole. 

Mortally  trouvded  avd  shicc  dead. — John  Miller,  seaman,  Seminole;  Robert 
G.  White,  seaman,  Seminole;  George  Thompson,  seaman,  Seminole;  Isaac 
Yonng,  ordinary  seaman,  Seminole. 

Wounded  seriously. — Pilot  ^lartin  Freeman,  of  the  Hartford;  Acting  Ensign 
John  White,  of  the  Metacomet,  face  badly  cut  and  his  body  bruised;  II.  J. 
O'Brien,  quartermastcfr  of  Metacomet,  lost  his  right  arm;  William  Howard, 
landsman  of  Metacomet,  lost  his  right  arm ;  James  McDonald,  seaman,  lost  an  eye, 
also  of  the  Metacomet;  Charles  White,  boatswain  of  Seminole,  leg  fractured. 

Slightly  woundi  d. — Henry  Chester,  seaman,  Seminole ;  Edward  Mann,  ordinarj 
seaman,  Seminole;  Thomas  Webster,  landsman,  Seminole.  In  all,  fourteen,  to 
wit:  Killed  and  mortally  wounded,  five;  wounded  seriously,  six;  wounded 
slightly,  three. 

As  the  department  has  been  advised,  the  rebels  had  planted  a  great  number 
of  torpedoes  to  guard  the  channel  into  ]VIobile  bay,  leaving  only  that  portion 
clear  which  is  immediately  adjacent  to  Fort  Morgan. 

Aft(ir  the  surrender  I  ordered  the  gradual  removal  of  these  obstructions.  On 
the  first  day  five  of  them  were  taken  up  and  safely  removed  to  the  shore,  and 
of  these  four  were  found  to  be  so  injured  by  immersion  as  to  be  perfectly  harm- 
less, one  only  being  dry.  On  the  second  occasion  fiYQ  more  were  taken  up  and 
towed  on  shore,  but  becoming  entangled  M'ith  the  ropes,  th«  men  having  grown 
careless,  collected  around,  and  pulling  and  hauling  them  different  ways,  caused 
the  explosion  which  resulted  in  the  killing  and  wounding  of  the  men  above 
named. 

As  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  free  the  channel  of  these  torpedoes,  I  shall 
continue  to  remove  them,  but  as  every  precaution  will  be  used  1  do  not  appre- 
hend a)iy  further  accident. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

ReaT'Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  W^elles, 

^  ear  eta  ry  oj  the  Na  ry,  Wash  ington. 


REMOVINCf  TORPEDOES  IN  MOBILE  BAY. 
Reiort  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  G,  FarraguL 

Flao-Ship  Hartford, 
Mohile  Bay,  September  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  my  despatch.  No.  377, 1  reported  to  the  department  that  we  were  en- 
gaged in  removing  the  torpedoes  in  Mobile  bay,  planted  in  the  main  ship  channel. 

The  work  is  still  progressing,  and  up  to  the  present  time  twenty-one  (21) 
have  been  taken  up,  all  of  which  had  been  placed  between  the  two  buoy 8  referred 
to  in  my  reports.    This  part  of  the  channel  is  now  believed  to  be  dear,  for 


KEPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY.       477 

tliongfa  beyond  donbt  many  more  were  originally  ancborcd  there,  report  says 
over  one  hundred,  they  have  sunk  to  the  bottom. 

I  am  now  eearchino:  for  others  between  the  western  buoy  and  the  spiles. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admirah  Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


FIRING  UPON  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  SEBAGO. 

'Letter  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  Cr.  Farragut   transmitting   report  of  Lieutenant 

Commander  W,  E.  Fitzhugh. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Mobile  hay,  October  15,  1864. 

8lS:  I  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  a  copy  of  a  report  by  Lieutenant 

Dommundcr  Fitzhugh,  of  the  Scbago,  of  the  circuinstjinces  attending  the  firing 

on  his  vessel  on  tlie  morning  of  the  9ih  instant  by  the  rebels,  when  stationed 

the  upper  end  of  the  bay  as  one  of  the  squadron  now  guarding  the  imme- 

lu      approaches  to  the  city  of  Mobile. 

dieting  Ent^ign  Charles  B.  Donance  and  Edgar  A.  Miller,  landsmen,  were 
killed,  and  John  Gray,  c^iptain  of  forecastle,  and  Jeremiah  Corthey  and  Christo- 
pher McJjaughlin,  landsmen,  were  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obcdieut  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  \V,  G,  B,  Stiuadron, 
Hon.  GiDRox  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  WasJiingfon, 


Rt'port  of  hicutcnant  Cnmmandvr  W,  E.  FitzJiugh, 

United  States  Steamer  Sebaoo, 

Mobile  Bay,  October  0,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  you  that  at  about  G.30  a  m.  of  this  date,  while  this 

ship  was  at  an  anchor  to  the  ^<outh^var(l  and  westWfird  of  Freeman's  wharf,  the 

enemy  opened  lire  with  a  ficld-pircc  to  the  northward  of  the  wharf,  his  shot  falling 

ihort  of  us;  went  to  quartert*,  and  whihj  ascertaining  the  position  of   the  gun 

irert*  oi)en<'d   u[)f)n  by  two  rilh^  guns  to  thi'.  southward  of  the  wharf,  the  shell 

passing  over  tiie  ship.     Return<'d  the  fire  with  lt)0-pounder  rifle  and  nine-inch 

i^ns,  the  nheil  striking  over  and   abotit  the  en<?my*s   battery,  doing  but  little 

lamago.     The  enomy  firod  about  fifteen  rifh^  siielis  over  and  about  the  ship, 

thre<*  of  which  struck ;  one,  the  d(»ck  forward  in  circle   for  lOO-pounder;  one, 

ship's  sidt*  under  starboard  main  chains ;  one  striking  square-sail  yard  and  port 

brward  waist  boat. 

At  7.30,  having  fired  twenty-three  shells,  weighed  and  stood  off. 

I  regret   to  rej^rt  the   following  cjwualties:    Edgjir  A.    Miller,  landsman, 

lulled;  Charles  IJ.  Dorrance,  acting  ensign,  left  leg  amputated;  John  Gray, 

in  forecastle,  dangerously  wounded  in  the  forehead ;  Jeremiah   Carthey, 

n,  slightly  wounded  in  the  forehe-ad  ;  Christopher  McLaughlin,  landsman, 

ed  in  the  hand;  all  the  above  named  were  struck  by  a  shell  which  struck 

aeck  and  exploded. 
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There  was  no  evidence  of  earthworks  where  these  guns  were  fired ;  they 
were  so  masked  as  to  make  them  difficult  to  be  seen.    I  regret  to   state  since 
writing  the  above,  the  death  of  Acting  Ensign  Dorrance. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

W.  E.  FITZHUGH, 
Lieutenant  Commander, 
Lieut.  Com.  W.  W.  Low, 

Coinynanding  U,  S.  S.  Octorara,  and  Senior  Officer  off  Mobile, 


MISCELLANEOUS  REPORTS. 

ATTACK  ON  A  BLOCKADE  RUNNER  UNDER  THE  WALLS  OF  FORT  MORGAN. 

Report  of  Commodore  IL  IL  Bell, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  October  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Commodore  IL  K. 
Thatcher,  commanding  off  Mobile  bar,  concerning  the  bombardment  of  a  block- 
ade runner  under  the  walls  of  Fort  Morgan,  in  which  the  Kanawha,  Lieutenant 
Commander  \V.  K.  Mayo,  was  much  exposed,  and  received  some  damage  in  her 
huU. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  n.  BELL, 
Commodore,  Com'dg  TV.  G.  B.  Squadron  pro  tern. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  II.  K.  TJi atelier. 

United  States  Ship  Colorado, 

Off  Mobile  Bay,  October  12,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  this  morning,  as  soon  as  it  became  lieht 
enough  to  see  the  beach,  a  small  steamer  was  discovered  aground  directly  under 
the  guns  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  a  river  steamer  was  apparently  trying  to  afisiet 
her  off. 

The  night  and  morning  had  been  dark  and  rainy,  bo  much  80  that  oUecti 
were  not  visible  a  mile.  As  soon  as  this  little  steamer  was  discovered,  Lieu- 
tenant Miller,  executive  officer  of  this  ship,  was  despatched  in  tho4endcr  Eoeenie 
to  reconnoitre,  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Mayo,  with  the  Kanawha,  (he  being 
the  inside  vessel,)  also  got  under  way  for  the  purpose  of  attacking,  and  did  so 
in  a  very  gallant  manner;  but  his  gims  being  of  short  range  compared  with 
those  upon  the  fort,  and  he  was  obliged  to  approach  so  near  the  enemy  in  order 
to  hull  him,  that  he  was  hulled  himself  by  the  fort,  receiving  an  eight-inch  eolid 
shot  in  his  starboard  side  forward  of  his  smoke-stack,  which  struck  the  end  of 
one  of  the  main  beams  which  support  the  deck  under  her  pivot  gun,  bru'sing 
and  nigging  the  beam  very  much ;  also  displacing  two  carlins  and  starting  the 
hanging  knee  which  sc*cured  the  beam,  destroying  the  contents  of  the  " 
and  cutting  a  splinter  from  the  foremast.    Fortunately  no  one  was  hurt^ 
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Connnander  Maj^o,  liowever,  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  these  veesels,  both 
before  and  after  the  accident,  driving  the  tug  inside  the  point  for  shelter.  He 
did  not  retire  until  it  became  evident  that  his  guns  were  of  too  short  range  to 
destroy  the  steamer  without  a  certainty  of  losing  his  vessel.  In  the  mean  time 
the  little  Eugenie,  under  Lieutenant  Miller,  although  covered  with  shot  from 
the  fort,  kept  up  a  constant  fire  from  her  field  howitzers,  and  retired  only  with 
the  Kanawha.  It  was  believed  that  the  IdO-pounders  of  the  Lackawanna  and 
the  Genesee  would  be  able  to  reach  the  enemy  out  of  range  of  their  forts,  and  the 
attempt  was  accordingly  made;  but  before  they  could  reach  a  position  to  attack, 
the  tug  had  returned  from  inside  the  point,  and  succeeded  in  releasing  the  small 
steamer  (believed  to  be  the  Alice)  from  her  dangerous  position,  and  towed  her 
into  the  cove  north  of  Mobile  Point,  both  the  Lackawanna  and  Genesee  firing 
from  their  150-pounders  within  range,  but  with  what  effect  we  could  not  learn. 
The  steamer  referred  to  is  about  the  size  of  the  Eugenie — probably  upwards 
of  one  hundred  tons — no  spars,  except  a  very  short  foremast,  and,  from  all  ap- 
pearaneee,  was  outward  bound  when  she  grounded,  and  was  probably  trying  to 
ereep  along  shore  during  one  of  the  thick,  rainy  squalls  which  occurred  on  the 
Dight  and  morning  of  the  12th.  Her  smoke-stack  is  visible  inside,  and  will  be 
closely  watched.     She  is  reported  to  be  flying  a  Spanish  flag. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  greatest  possible  vigilance  is  cxer- 
ebed  by  this  blackado,  and  that  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  now  here  are  in 
ewery  way  worthy  of  their  commands;  but  in  the  pitchy  darkness  which  occa- 
aioiially  exist,  especially  during  rainy  nights,  it  is  impossible  to  see  a  small  ob- 
jecty  snch  as  a  boat  of  one  hundred  tons,  more  than  fifty  yards. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  THATCHER, 

Comitwdore, 
Commodore  H.  11.  Brll, 

Com^Jg  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron^  New  Orleans, 


CONVOYING  OF  ARMY  TRANSPORTS. 

Umtki)  States  Siifp  Pknsacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  October  23,  1863. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  Major  General  N.  P. 
Banks  having  expre8t«ed  to  me  a  wii<h  for  a  convoy  of  transports,  which  he  was 

niring  to  send  to  the  Rio  Grande  with  troops  to  occupy  there  and  at  Brazos 
antiago,  I  found  it  nece^.'^ary  to  withdraw  the  Mouongahela  for  that  ser- 
rke  from  the  blockade  of  Mobile  bay. 

The  convoying  vessels  will  consist  of  the  Monongahela,  Commander  James 
S.  Strong;  Owasco,  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  W.  Henry;  Virginia,  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Brown.  I  could  not  assemble  a  more  respect- 
ible  force  for  that  service  without  too  much  weakening  the  forces  blockadinj: 
the  several  ports  within  the  limits  of  this  command.  This  remote  position  of 
die  troops  on  the  Rio  Grande  will  neeetisitate  an  increase  of  naval  force  in  the 
Salf,  as,  at  least,  three  efficient  vessels,  of  a  class  superior  to  the  gunboats,  will 
be  required  off  Bnizos  de  Santiajro,  or  in  its  vicinity,  for  the  security  of  army 
ports  and  army  supplies  goin*^  to  that  port. 

jor  General  Banks  himself  will  accompany  the  expedition,  and  is  ready  to 
k  his  troops  and  proceed  as  soon  as  the  storm  now  raging  shall  have 
u      ^. 
J       naval  vessels  convoying  the  transports  cannot  cross  the  bar,  there  being 
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not  more  than  eight  feet  of  water,  but  they  may  render  the  troops  essential  ma* 
vice  with  their  boats  and  their  guns  of  long  range. 

The  expedition  will  sail,  probably,  to-morrow  or  the  day  after. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant^ 

H.  H.  BELL. 
Commodore^  OmCdg  W>  6.  jB.  Squadnm  pro  ttm. 

Hon.  GiDFON  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyt  Washington,  D,  C 


LANDING  OF  THE  ARMY  ON  BRAZOS  ISLAND.— NAVAL  CO-OPERATION. 

Report  of  Commodore  IL  II,  Bell 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pensacola, 

Off"  New  Orleans,  La,,  Nor  ember  10,  1863. 

Sir:  I  linve  the  honor  to  report  that  the  division  of  the  army  under  Major 
General  l^inks,  which  sailed  hence  on  the  27th  October,  convoyed  by  the  Mo- 
nongahela,  Captiiin  James  II.  Stronj^,  Owasco,  and  Virginia,  effected  a  landing 
without  opposition,  on  the  2d  ins^taut,  on  Brazos  island,  at  Braasos  de  Santiago, 
and  that  a  part  of  the  same  division  was  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bio  Grande 
on  the  following  day,  3d  instant,  by  the  boats  of  the  Monongahela  and  Owasco. 
The  surf  running  hijjjh,  two  of  the  Owasco *8  boats  were  swamped,  and  two 
sailors  and  seven  soldiers  drowned. 

Tlie  transports,  having  been  separated  in  a  norther,  appear  not  to  have  sought 
the  place  named  for  rendezvous,  but,  after  heaving  to,  proceeded  straight  fl>r 
Brazos  de  Santiago,  and  begun  to  land  before  the  arrival  of  the  iSronongahda, 
which  vesj^el  and  the  Owa?«co  alone  repaired  to  the  appointed  rendezvous,  and 
waited  there  two  days.  Captain  Strong  commends  Lieutenant  Commjmder 
Henry  for  the  skilful  management  of  his  vessel,  having  a  transport  in  to\r 
during  the  storm. 

The  troopri  at  Brazos  de  Santiago  had  not  landed  on  the  main  at  the  time  of 
the  departure  of  the  despatch  vesscd  on  the  4th. 

Please  reeeivc?  c'opi(*s  of  the  reports  of  Captain  Strong,  viz: 

Xo.  I.  Report  of  Captain  Strong — arrival  of  convoy  at  Brazos  dc  Santiago). 

No,  2.  Keport  of  Captain  Strong — landing  of  troops  at  Rio  Gmndc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  BELL. 
Commodore,  Com\lg  W.  G.  B.  Squadron  pro  tern. 

lion.  GiDKox  Wfi.lks, 

SvrrvJary  of  the  Nary, 


Report  of  Cominander  J,  II,  Strong, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Moxoxgahrla, 

Brazos  de  Snntiaeo,  November  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  left  the  bar  on  tlie  morning  of 
the  27th,  with  this  ship,  the  Owasco,  and  Virginia,  to  convoy  the  fleet  of  army 
transports,  (in  obedience  to  in^»tructions.)  All  went  well  till  the  morning  of  the 
30tli,  when  we  were  caught  by  a  gale  from  the  north.  Signal  was  nude  from 
the  generaPs  ship  "to  lieave  to,"  which  was  done.  Soon  after  the  transport 
Bagley  came  near  with  her  flag  main  down.  "Wore  ship  to  find  out  her  diffi- 
culty, and  render  assistance  if  necessary ;  in  going  round  rolled  boats  under, 
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fiUed  and  dropped  a  quarter  boat,  but  saved  her.  This  ship  cannot  carry  this 
batteiy  with  safety.  Found  she  could  not  lay  to  on  account  of  putting  out  hw 
fires.  She  required  no  assistance.  Uove  to  again  about  eight  miles  to  the 
south  of  the  fleet.  It  was  thick  and  foggy,  with  a  great  deal  of  sea.  At  day- 
light no  vessels  of  the  fleet  in  sight;  stood  for  the  rendezvous;  reached  it  about 
3  p.  m.  Next  day  fell  in  with  the  Owasco,  at  the  rendezvous,  with  a  disabled 
Bteamer  in  tow.  Two  transports  came  in  during  the  day.  Remained  three 
days  as  near  as  possible  to  the  designated  point  of  meeting,  in  case  of  separa- 
tion, then  stood  for  this  place,  having  the  disabled  steamer  Bagley  in  tow,  and 
taking  with  me  the  vessels  that  I  had  met  with ;  found  the  rest  of  the  fleet 
here,  they  not  having  stopped  at  the  rendezvous.  The  general  sent  a  steamer 
back,  but  she  missed  us.  Found  them  landing  troops,  no  one  being  here  to 
oppose  them.  One  small  steamer,  one  schooner,  and  one  launch  were  lost  in 
toe  gale,  but  all  hands  saved.  Lieutenant  Commander  Henry  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  handled  his  vessel  in  taking  the  c  isabled 
Bteamer  in  tow  during  the  gale.  The  general  wi^shes  me  to  go  down  to  the 
month  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  land  troops  there  if  possible.  I  shall  leave  im- 
mediately. There  are  no  foreign  men-of-war  there  to-day.  A  French  brig-of- 
war  anchored  there  yesterday  for  about  an  hour,  then  left.  The  Virginia  injured 
her  rudder  head  during  the  gale,  but  can  hold  out  for  the  present  at  any  rate. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  n.  STRONG,  Commander. 
Commodore  II.  II.  Bell, 

Flag'Shiji  Pi'Hsacola,  New  Orleans, 


Additional  report  of  Commander  J,  IL  Strong. 

United  States  Stkam-Sloop  Monomiahela, 

()f  Rio  Grande,  November  4,  18G3. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  came  down  here  with  the  troop 
transport  Seott  yesterd  ly,  at  the  re(ju<*st  of  tin.'  general,  to  hind  the  troops  if 
poi^sible.  and  obtain  lighters.  After  anchorin;;  I  sent  a  boat  in  with  two  army 
officers  to  obt^iin  inform  ition,  intending  to  land  the  troop:*  if  it  was  practicable. 
I  then  sent  my  boats  aii<l  tlie  boats  of  the  Ow.isco  to  the  Scott  to  be  prepared 
to  land  when  ordered,  which  wms  not  to  be  till  I  had  heard  from  the  shore.  1 
tbeu  todk  the  hist  bosit  that  I  had,  and  took  Captains  Henry  and  Gritfiii  in  with 
tne,  to  examine  the  bar.  Finding  it  very  rou«;h,  I  puHed  out  to  sever.il  of  the 
rossi'lri  to  get  infunnation  if  possible.  1  ase«  rtained  there  were  no  troops  here. 
\Vljih»  1  was  on  board  of  oik*  of  these  vi.'-srls  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the 
bojits  were  going  in.  Tiie  eolonol  had  nii-^taken  his  orders  and  sent  them  in. 
Bignal  was  ni  ide  from  my  vessel  to  stoj)  them,  and  I  also  wouhl  have  headed 
them  nff.  if  jiossiblc,  but  was  too  late.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  tln^  swamping 
of  two  of  the  ( )\\'asco*rt  boats  and  the  loss  of  two  of  h*T  men.  As  near  as  I 
tixti  h*arn,  seven  soldiers  were  lost.  My  boats  all  got  in  safe,  but  could  not  get 
off  till  this  moniing.  Three  of  my  men  are  still  on  shore,  but  all  saf»*.  Two 
of  the  Owjisco's  boats  are  still  on  shore,  thi?  surf  being  too  high  for  them  to 
retam  out  yet.  The  officer  sent  with  the  boats  from  this  ship  reports  that  the 
Mexicans  treated  them  with  kiiidn<*ss,  and  assisted  him  to  ;jet  his  boats  launched. 
It  was  reported  this  morning  that  th<*  rebels  had  burned  Brownsville  last  night. 
Hie  American  flag  is  now  flying  on  the  Texan  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  STRONG,  Commander. 

Commodore  II.  II.  Bell, 

Flag' Ship  Pensacolat  New  Orleans. 
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,  Report  of  Major  General  N.  P.  Bank*. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  Gclf, 
Flagship  McClellan,  off  Brazos  de  Santiago,  November  3,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  reached  Brazos  de  Santiago  on 
Sunday,  (1st  November,)  and  effected  a  landing  on  Brazos  island  at  meridian 
on  the  2d,  which  is  now  in  our  possession.  We  shall  move  for  the  Bio  Grande 
as  soon  as  the  vessels  too  deep  for  the  bar  can  be  dischai^d.  On  the  30th  we 
encountered  a  severe  gale  from  the  north  off  Aransas,  which  scattered  somewhat 
our  fleet.  The  Virginia  was  disabled,  and  did  not  reach  the  Brazos  until  late 
Sunday  evening.  The  Monongahcla  was  separated  from  us,  and  has  not  yet 
reported.  The  Owasco  arrived  this  morning,  and  reports  that  thoy  have  been 
at  the  rendezvous  for  three  days.  10  a.  m.,  the  Monongahela  is  now  in. 
With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS. 
Major  General,  Commanding. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Cojuynanding  Blockading  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  AT  DROWNSVILLE,  TEXAS. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pe.vsacola, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  November  13,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  I  have  a  despatch  from 
Captain  Strong,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Monongahela,  off  the 
llio  Grande,  November  10. 

Mnjor  General  Banks  was  in  possession  of  Brownsville  with  throe  thousADd 
men  and  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery. 

General  Dana  was  in  command  of  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  his  number  of 
troops  are  not  stated ;  but  more  troops  and  supplies  are  being  forwarded  to  that 
point. 

The  weather  has  been  heavy,  and  the  army  has  lost  several  steamers  there. 
They  draw  heavily  upon  us  for  coals,  having  no  supply  of  then:  own  in  the 
Gulf,  and  I  am  obliged  to  recognize  them. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  BELL, 
Commodore,  Commanding  TV,  G.  B,  Squadron  pro  tern. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

iSecrelary  of  the  Navy. 


REJAriURE  OF  TIIK  SCHOONER  MAKV  CAMPBELL. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pbnsacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  La.,  Novnnher  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1 4th  instant  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Smith,  United  States  steamer  Bermuda,  recaptured  schooner 
^lary  Campbell,  oft'  Tensacola  bar,  from  a  gang  of  rebels  or  pirates,  who  came 
out  of  the  Perdido  river  under  the  notorious  James  Duke,  who  captured  the 
steam-tug  Boston  off  the  Mi&>sissippi  some  months  ago.  Two  other  achooners 
were  in  company  with  the  Maiy  Campbell,  bound  to  Pcnsacola  navy  yaxd  for 
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coals  onder  contract  witb  the  army ;  one  of  them  is  supposed  to  have  gone 
safdy  into  Pensacola  bay,  and  the  other  was  burnt. 

I  have  had  no  report  from  Commodore  Thatcher,  who,  by  last  accounts,  had 
Bent  a  gnnboat  to  look  after  them  and  the  freebooters  at  Perdido. 

Being  uncertain  as  to  the  proper  disposition  of  this  now  class  of  prisoners, 
I  shall  send  them  to  the  north  by  the  Bermuda,  for  the  action  of  the  Navy 
Department      •••••••••*• 

James  Dnke  was  not  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  BELL, 
Commodore,  Commanding  W.  G.  B,  Squadron  pro  tern. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellisis, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


CAPTURE  OF  A  BATtERY  AT  ARANSAS  PASS.— NAVAL  CO-OrERATION. 

Rcjwrt  of  Commodore  H,  H,  Bell, 

Umted  States  Steam-Sloop  Prnsacola, 

Ojf  New  Orleans,  La,,  November  25,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  battery  of  three  heavy  guns  at 
Aiansas  pass  was  captured  on  the  17th  instant,  by  a  body  of  troops  under 
Major  General  Banks,  from  the  Rio  Grande,  attended  by  the  United  States 
ateam-sloop  Monongahela,  Commander  James  H.  Strong. 

Commander  Strong,  after  assisting  in  the  landing  of  the  troops  on  Aransas 
island,  steamed  ahead  and  opened  an  effective  fire  upon  the  battery,  which 
shortly  hoisted  a  white  flag,  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  troops,  who 
eBeaged  it  also. 
Major  General  Banks  commends  the  effective  gunnery  of  the  Monongahela. 
Please  receive  enclosed  No.  1,  Commander  Strong's  report,  and  No.  2,  letter 
from  Major  General  Banks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

H.  H.  BELL. 
Commodore,    Commanding   W,  G.  B.  Squadron  pro  tern, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,    Washington,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Commander  J,  H.  Strong, 

Umted  States  Steam-Sloop  Mononoahela, 
Of  Aransas  Pass,   Coast  of  Texas,  November  17,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  in  compliance  with  the  request 
of  Major  General  Bank.^,  I  left  Brazos  de  Santiago  on  the  evening  of  the  15th 
instant,  to  convoy  his  fleet  of  transports,  bearing  1,900  troops,  to  this  pass.  In 
the  afternoon  of  the  16th  we  arrived  off  Corpus  Christi  pass,  and  at  sunset 
began  to  land  troops  on  the  southern  end  of  Mustang  inland.  About  twelve 
I        red  men  were  landed  there.     I  sent  men  enough  on  shore  to  man  a  two- 

witzer  batter}',  under  the  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  IL  AV.  Grinnell.     At  two 

u       morning  got  under  way  and  came  with  the  remaining  transports  to  this 

;  landed  the  balance  of  the  troops  about  four  miles  below  the  fortifications, 

u       proceeded  np  within  range  and  threw  fifteen  shells  into  it,  making  some 
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beautiful  ejiots,  the  army  advancing  on  both  sides  of  the  island  towards  the 
fortifications.    At  this  time  the  enemy  ran  up  the  white  flag,  and  I  ceased  firing. 

The  garrison  of  one  hundred  men  surrendered,  and  three  battery  guns  and  a 
howitzer,  with  wagons,  ammunition,  and  over  one  hundred  horses  and  muled 
fell  into  our  hands.  The  army  are  now  in  quiet  possession  of  Mustang  island, 
and  command  the  pass. 

The  general  proposes  to  move  upon  Pass  Cabello  in  two  or  three  days.  He 
speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  officer  whom  I  sent  on  shore  in 
charge  of  the  howitzer  battery,  as  well  as  of  the  men. 

The  Granite  City  is  here,  and  I  am  obliged  to  detain  her  for  a  few  days. 
Her  commander  will  send  a  Spanish  bark,  taken  off  the  Rio  Grande  as  a  priie, 
to  New  Orleans  to-morrow.  He  has  a  prize  schooner  which  is  not  considered 
safe  to  send,  and  as  she  draws  but  two  feet  of  water,  I  will  put  her  cargo  into 
the  bark,  and  detain  her  for  General  Banks's  use. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  STRONG,  Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Brll, 

Com'Jsf  W.  G.  B,  Sfpiadron,  U,  S,  Flag-SJiij?  Pensacola. 


Rcjwrt  of  Major  General  N,  P.  Banks. 

Hkadquartkrs,  Dkpartmext  of  T!1e  Gulp, 
F/ag'S/nj)  Mc  CI  ell  an  J  off  Aransas  Pass,  Texas,  November  17,  18G3. 

Commodore  :  It  gives  mc  pleasure  to  inform  you  of  the  capture  of  the  workfl 
at  Aransas  Pjif^s  this  day.  We  have  in  our  possession  thrive  heavy  guns,  a 
lieutenant  colonel,  nine  officers,  ninety  men,  between  eighty  and  ninety  horscis, 
a  quantity  of  small  arms,  and  considerable  transportation.  We  arrived  at  Cor- 
pus Christi  from  Brazos  Santiago  yesterday  about  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  and 
landed  our  troops  during  the  night.  It  was  supposed  that  the  Matamoras, 
which  we  brought  with  us  from  the  Rio  Grande,  would  be  able  to  cn>s8  the  bar, 
but  we  found  only  two  feet  and  a  half  of  water  there,  which  made  il  impossible, 
and  we  wen*  compelled  to  land  our  troops  upon  the  coast  by  means  of  surf-boats. 
The  landing  occupied  a  grc;ater  part  of  the  night.  The  troops  reached  Pass 
Aransas  early  tins  morning,  tiiking  the  enemy  completely  by  surprise.  After  skir- 
mishing for  a  couphi  of  liourn  on  the  island,  and  the  firing  of  some  most  excellent 
shots  from  the  ^lonongahela,  they  surrendered.  To-morrow  we  moye  against 
l^ai*s  Cabello,  where  we  shall  have  perhaps  a  more  severe  contest.  It  is  im- 
portant, in  reference  to  our  future  movements,  that  there  should  be  one  or  two 
gunboats  in  Bonwick*s  bay.  1  liojx;  you  will  send  down  one  or  two  as  soon  as 
possible.  Admiral  Porter  ought  to  send  some  of  his  gunboats,  which  were 
ordered  li(*re  by  the  government,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  around  by  the  coiist. 
I  am  confi.lent  w(!  could  get  them  round  saf«?ly  by  means  of  buoying  them,  with 
the  assistance  of  steamers,  and  watching  clo:*ely  for  fair  weather.  The  distance 
is  about  forty  miles.     1  winli  you  would  communicate  with  him  upon  this  8uhj«»ct. 

Captain  Strong  has  been  of  great  assirftance  to  us  in  enabling  us  to  land  troops. 

The  artillery  practice  against  the  enemy  was  most  effective. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major  General^  Commanding. 

Commodore  H.  TI.  Brll, 

Commanding  W,  Cr.  ZJ.  Squadron,  8fc,,  Xew  Orleans. 
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AddUianal  report  of  Commodore  H,  H.  Bell. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pknsacola, 

Ke^o  Orleans,  JLa,,  November  27,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  bad  the  honor  on  the  25th  instant  to  forward  to  the  department  the 
leport  of  Commander  Strong,  United  Stated  steam- sloop  Monongahela,  announ- 
cing the  capture  of  a  battery  of  three  heavj  ^uns  at  Aransas  PasH,  on  the  17th 
instant,  bj  the  Monongahela,  and  a  body  of  troops  under  Major  General  Banks. 
It  was  the  geneTal's  intention  to  advance  against  the  battery  at  Pass  Oabello 
(the  entrance  to  Matagorda  bay)  on  the  18th;  he  had  not  done  so,  however,  up 
io  the  22d  instant,  my  hist  advices  from  that  point. 

Refugees  from  Mobile  report  a  small  screw  steamer,  carrying  a  torpedo  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pound:?  of  powder  over  the  bow,  like  that  which  attacked 
the  Ironsides  in  Cliarle^jton  harbor,  as  ready  to  come  out  from  Mobile  bay  to 
assail  the  vessels  off  the  bar  or  in^^ide  of  Missi^saippi  sound.  The  commanding 
officers  have  been  appri:?ed  of  these  reports,  and  vigilance  enjoined  upon  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  II.  BELL, 
Commodore^  Commanding  IF".  G,  B,  Squadron  pro  tern, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wrllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington,  D.  C 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  AT  PASS  CABELLO.— NAVAL  CO-OPEUATIOX  AT 

THE  CAPTURE  OF  ARANSAS. 

Report  of  Commodore  IL  H.  Bell. 

Umted  States  Steam-Sloop  Pexsacola, 
Oil'  New  Orleans,  La.,  December  26,  18G3. 

Sib  :  Reports  from  the  blockade  commanders  announce  all  quiet  Texas  being 
the  eceue  of  military  activity  at  this  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the 
report  (No.  1)  of  Comm.iiider  J.  II.  Strong,  Uiiited  States  steamer  MonougaheU, 
off  Pass  Cabello,  December  21,  which  will  inform  the  department  of  the  state 
of  afl^irs  there;  also  (No  2)  copy  of  otHcial  report  of  Brigadier  General  Hansom 
upon  the  capture  of  Aransas. 

In  paragraph  Gth  he  commends  Acting  Ensign  A.  W.  Grinnell,  in  command 
of  naval  howitzers,  for  good  conduct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant. 

H.  II.  BELL, 
Commodore,  Commanding  W,  G.  B,  Squadron  pro  tern, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


Report  of  Commander  J,  IL  Strong. 

United  Stater  Steam-Sloop  Mononoahela, 
Off  Pass  Cabello,  Texas,  December  21,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  returned  to  this  place  on  the 

l7th  instant,  after  coaling  at  Galveston.     Immedi^itely  on  my  arrival  General 

TVaehbam  informed  me  that  he  had  learned  that  the  rebels  were  collecting  at 

Uie  head  of  the  peninsula,  probably  to  dispute  his  passage.      He  wished  to 
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make  a  rcconnoissancc,  so  I  gave  him  the  Granite  City  for  that  purpose.  He 
went  up  in  her  himself,  and  foand  only  scattering  mounted  pickets ;  a  few  shells 
dispersed  them.  The  Granite  City  returned  the  following  day.  I  have  sent 
the  Antona  down  to  Brazos  de  Santiago,  at  the  general's  requesty  to  take  one 
of  his  staff  down  for  a  couple  of  rifled  guns  that  he  requires ;  she  was  at  the 
same  time  directed  to  look  out  for  blockade  runners,  but  not  to  go  to  the  Bio 
Grande.  The  Granite  City  is  now  inside  the  bar,  and  to-day  gone  np  the  baj 
inside  with  the  general  on  board  to  reconnoitre. 

A  forward  move  is  not  anticipted  now  for  two  or  three  weeks;  there  are 
about  six  thousand  troops  here  now.  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  go  down  to 
the  Kio  Grande  in  this  ship  in  a  few  days ;  I  am  expecting  one  of  the  g^bosts 
up  from  there  in  a  day  or  two         ##♦         ••••• 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  General  Ransom's  report  of  the  taking  of 
Aransas. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  STRONG,  Commander. 

Commodore  H.  II.  Bbll, 

Com'dg  W,  G.  B,  Sfjuadron,  U.  S.  Flag- Ship  Pensacola,  New  OrleatUf  La. 


Copy  of  Brigadier  General  T,  E,  G,  Raniom*9  official  report. 

IIeaduuarters  Unitkd  States  Forces, 
North  end  of  Mustang  Island,  Texas,  November  18,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special  Order  No.  — > 
dated  lieadquarteri^,  Department  of  the  Gulf,  Brazos  dc  Santiago,  Texas,  No* 
vember  15,  1863,  I  enibarked  with  the  13th  and  15th  Maine,  20th  Iowa  in- 
fantry, two  companies  Int  engineers  G.  I).  A.,  and  two  boat  howitzers,  on  the 
transports  assigned  by  Colonel  llolabird,  assistant  quartermaster,  leaving  orders 
for  the  34tli  Iowa  infantry  and  the  battery  which  were  to  arrive  from  Browni!- 
ville  to  embark  on  the  pteamer  Warrior  and  follow  the  expedition. 

At  sunset  on  the  16th  instant  I  disembarked  the  13th  and  15th  Maine  and 
20th  Iowa  infantry  and  the  two  boat's  howitzers,  through  the  surf,  near  the 
south  end  of  Mustang  island,  and  at  once  moved  my  forces  in  a  northerly  di- 
rection up  the  beach,  with  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers  in  my  front.  Meeting 
no  enemy  I  moved  rapidly,  and  by  4  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant 
had  made  18  miles.  I  halted  <it  thi.s  point,  allowed  the  truops  to  rest  until  day- 
light, and  again  pushed  forward.  The  enemy's  skirmishers  made  a  faint  show 
of  resistance  about  a  mile  south  of  their  camp,  when  I  deployed  the  13th 
Maine,  and  advancing  in  line  drove  thmn  to  their  camp  on  the  north  end  of  the 
island,  wiiere  the  garnsoii,  consistiiig  of  nine  officers  and  89  men,  with  a  battery 
of  three  heavy  guiiH,  surrendered  to  me  without  resistance  and  unconditionally. 
I  at  once  pliccd  Colonel  Dj'er,  15tli  Maine  infantry,  in  command  of  the  post, 
and  made  provi.^ion  for  the  care  of  the  prisoners  and  captured  stores,  which 
consisted  chiefly  of  three  heavy  guns,  the  small  arms  of  the  prisoners,  one 
schooner  and  ten  small  boats,  all  in  fair  condition.  I  herewith  forward  de- 
scriptive list  of  tlx*  prisoners  and  schedule  of  captured  property.  There  are 
about  140  horses  and  nniles  and  125  h(;ad  of  cattle  on  the  island.  Scarcity  of 
forage  has  compelled  me  to  let  them  run  at  large  and  subsist  on  the  scanty 
growth  of  grass  on  the  island.  Colonel  li.  D.  Washburn,  18th  Indiana  in- 
fantry, commanding  the  troops  on  the  steamer  St.  Mary's,  disembarked  a  portion 
of  his  troops,  ISth  Indiana,  at  the  south  end  of  the  island, and  the  remainder 
(8th  Indiana)  near  the  north  end  of  the  island,  and  by  a  forced  march  reached 
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me  at  this  point,  about  two  hours  affcer  the  surrender.  After  my  forced  march 
of  22  miles  up  the  beach,  my  command  was  completely  exhausted  and  footsore. 
Both  offieen  and  men  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their  perseverance  and  zeal 
in  accomplishing  the  march,  and  dragging  the  artillery  by  hand  with  them. 

The  co-operation  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  under  Commander  James 
H.  Strong,  in  the  Monongahela,  merits  and  receives  my  entire  approbation. 
He  adranced  soon  after  daylight  and  searched  for  the  enemy's  works,  making 
excellent  practice  with  his  guns,  bursting  1 1-inch  shells  (as  I  afterwards  ascer- 
tained) in  the  enemy's  camp.  The  conduct  of  the  naval  party  of  Acting  En- 
flign  H.  W.  Grinnell  and  ten  seamen  from  the  Monongahela,  in  charge  of  two 
bowitsers,  on  landing  and  accompanying  the  expedition  from  Corpus  Ohristi 
Pass,  was  of  the  most  satisfactory  character.  Captain  L.  P.  Griffin,  naval  aid 
to  G^eneral  Banks,  afforded  me  much  valuable  assistance  and  advice.  The  sail- 
ing of  the  fleet  was  under  his  direction,  and  the  plan  of  landing  through  the 
snrf  was  adopted  through  his  advice. 

I  desire  particularly  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Colonel  Isaac  Dyer,  com- 
manding 15th  Maine  infantry,  aTid  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hasselton,  13th  Maine 
mfkntry,  who  were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  encourage  their  men  and  urge 
them  forward.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hasselton  was  the  first  man  to  land  through 
the  surf  and  plant  his  colors  on  the  island.  Captain  Hill  and  Lieutenant  Jack- 
son, of  General  Banks's  staff,  volunteered  much  valuable  assistance. 

I  regret  to  mention  in  this  communication  the  unsoldierlike  conduct  of  Major 
Thompson,  commanding  20th  Iowa  infantry,  who  constantly  discouraged  his 
men  by  complaining  in  their  presence  of  the  hardships  of  the  march,  and  per- 
mitted them  to  scuttuT  and  straggle  to  the  rear,  losing  more  than  half  his  men 
before  he  reached  the  north  end  of  the  ir^land. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  W.  S.  Dungan,  34th  Iowa,  reported  to  me  shortly  after 
the  surrender  with  his  n^giment  and  battery  F  let  Missouri  light  artillery  on 
steamer  Warrior.  I  caused  the  34th  Iowa  to  be  disembarked  on  St.  Joseph's 
island,  leaving  the  battery  fur  the  present  on  board, 

I  am,  sir,  very  rej^pectfull}' ,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  G.  RANSOM, 
Brigadier  General  Volunteers. 


DESTKL'CTION  OF  SALT  WOKKS  IN  CnOCTAWHATCHEE  BAY. 

Rrjwrl  of  Commodore  IL  H,  BelL 

Umted  States  Stbam-JSloop  Pbxsacola, 

Off'  Xcic  Orleans,  January  2,  1864, 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  report  of  Edwin  Crissey,  act- 
ing ensign  in  command  of  the  stcani-teudcr  Bloomer  to  the  frigate  l^otomac, 
upon  the  destruction  of  viwt  salt  works  in  Choctawhatcheo  bay,  with  the  co- 
operation of  Acting  Master  AV.  R.  Brown,  commanding  United  States  bark 
Restless,  belonging  tc  the  scjuatlron  of  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey. 

The  duty  appears  to  have  been  performed  iu  a  manner  creditable  to  the  offi- 
cers concem<.*(i. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  11.  BELL, 
Commodore,  Commanding  W,  G,  B,  Squadron  pro  tern. 
Hon.  Gideon  "Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waikington, 
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Picport  of  Acting  Ensign  Edicin  Critsey, 

Umted  States  Steamer  Bloomer, 

East  Pass,  December  20,  1S63. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  lionor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  December  9, 1 
etartcd  for  West  bay  of  St.  Andrew's  in  the  steamer  Bloomer*  and  accompanying 
mo  the  sloop  Caroline.     On  the  morning  of  the  10th  came  to  anchor  in  fc>t.  An- 
drew's hay,  and  n'ported  to  Ca})tain  Brown,  of  the  United  States  bark  Resth'ss, 
blockading  the  bay.     An  exjiedition  was  immediately  formed  to  dee'tn)y  the 
nnnierous  works  upon  the  bay.     Captain  Brown  sent  on  board  to  a£^r<ist  ia 
di'stroying  the  works  three  officers  and  forty-eight  men.     At  six  p.m.  g-ot  under 
way  and  proceeded  to  B(*ar  creek,  at    the   head  of  North  bay,  to  cut  out  a 
pchooner,  loaded  with  100  bales  of  cotton,  which  lay  four  and  a  half  milof«  up  the 
cn^ek.     We  found  the  water  on  the*  bar  V(M*y  low,  and  ran  aground  three  tinw^fl 
iu  trying  to  get  over  the  bar,  th(*re  not  being  water  enough.     At  five  p.  m.  pro- 
ceeded to  the  palt  works  on    West  bay,  destroying  the  salt  works  lined  on 
each  side  of  the  bay  for  seven  miles,  belonging  to  private  individuals,  and 
numbering  at  h'jist  198  different  works,  each  avenigiug  two  boilers  and  kettlcfif 
which,  with  a  large  quantity  of  Siilt,  were  d(?stroyed.     Five  hundred  and  nevea 
k(*ttles  were  dug  up  and  rendered  useless,  and  two  hundred  buildings  of  variou 
Fizes,  used  as  storehouses,  &c.,  were   destroyed,  together  with  twcnty-sevea 
wagons  and  carts.     (.)n  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  we  came  to  a  large  c«)nfedcFate 
government  works,  under  the?  command  of  Mr,  Clendeuing,  which  turai'd  out 
daily  f»)ur  hundred  bushels  of  salt.     This  was  one  of  the  best  located  on  We?t 
bay,  being  situated  in  a  marsh,  the  water  of  which  yielded  seventy-five  gallon;! 
of  salt  to  one  hundred  gallons  of  water,     it  was,  in  fact,  a  complete  salt  villajro, 
covering  a  space  of  three-fourths  of  a  square  mile,  employing  many  hands  and 
sixteen  oxen  and  mule  tc'ams  constantly  to  haul  salt  to  Kufala  sound,  and  from 
thence  conveyc^d  to  Montgomery,  at  which  place  it  is  selling  at  a  fabulous  price, 
•SJO  and  $40  per  buslu'l.     At  this  ])lace  were  twenty-seven  buildings,  twenty- 
two  large  steam  boilers,  and  two  hundred  kettles,  averaging  two  hundred  gall  on.-* 
each,  which  cost    the  government  6;>    per  gallon,  nil  of  which  were    totally 
destroyed,  together  with  storehouses  containing  salt,  &c.     This  work,  togetber 
with  lh(*  other  works,  could  not  have  cost  less  than  three  million  dollars.    Thirty- 
one  contrabands,  two  of  whom  wen?  femnles,  belonging  to  these  works,  gave 
themselves  uj)  and  assisted  in  destroying  the  works.     This  bay  was  consideretl 
a  safe  places  to  pursue  the  making  of  salt,  and  for  seven  miles  on  each  side  of 
the  bay  was  one  continued  string  of  salt  works.     On  the  l;>th  proceinled  to  the 
bark  Restless  for  wood  and  water.     Ou  the  evening  of  the  18th  Captain  Brown, 
two  olKc(;rd  and  forty  men,  came  on  board.     We  proceeded  to  Kast  bay  for  the 
])urpose  of  destroying  the  works  there.     We  burned  and  destroyed  all  the  salt 
works    on   Kast    bay  that  were    left.     A  large  number  were  burned  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy  to  keep  them  from  falling  into  our  hands.     There  are  two 
companies  of  hifantry  stationed  on  the  bay  to  guard  tlie  salt  works. 

In  all  our  work  iu  destroying  the  salt  works  the  men  on  shore  were  under 
cover  of  the  steamer's  guns,  and  occasionally  shelling  the  woods.  On  the  19tli, 
noon,  W(^  started  for  the  ship,  arriving  there  at  four  p.  m.  Nine  p.  m.  started 
for  the  east  end  of  Santa  Rosa  island  ;  experienced  heavy  weather,  at  ten  p.m. 
blowing  a  heavy  gale  from  north-northwest,  with  a  heavy  sea,  steamer  rolling  and 
steering  badly  ;  eh;ven  p.  m.  drifting  off  shore,  parted  wheel-ropes,  came  to 
anchor,  repaired  wheel-ropes,  slij)ped  cable,  and  stood  in  shore  with  a  heavy 
head  of  steam  ;  saw  sloop  al)(»ut  onci-fourth  mile  to  the  leeward  ;  twelve,  midnight, 
close  in  shore,  the  weather  more  moderate  ;  six  a.  m.  steaming  along  ahore  with 
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a  liglit  northerly  wind,  the  sloop  Caroline  not  in  eight ;  axiived  at  East  Pass  on 
the  Slst,  four  and  a  half  p.  m.;  sloop  Caroline  not  in  sight. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  CRISSEY, 
Acting  Ensign^  Commanding, 
Commander  Alexander  Gibson, 

Commanding  United  States  Frigate  Potomac, 


Report  of  Commander  A.  Gibson, 

United  States  Frigate  Potomac, 

Pensacolay  December  23,  1863. 

Sir  :  Haying  learned  that  there  were  very  extensive  salt  works  about  West 
bfty  of  St.  Andrew's,  I  thought  I  should  be  rendering  good  service  by  destroy- 
ing them.  I  therefore,  on  the  9th  instant,  despatched  the  steamer  Bloomer 
with  the  sloop  Caroline,  uider  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Crissey,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  that  object,  which  he  has  effectually  done,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  report  of  his  operations  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you. 

Bnsign  Crissey  was  aided  in  the  work  by  Acting  Master  W.  R.  Brown,  of  the 
United  States  bark  Restless,  which  vessel  is  stationed  at  St.  Andrew's  bay. 
Respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  GIBSON,  Commander. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Commanding  W,  G.  B,  Squadron,  New  Orleans, 


DESTRUCTION  OF  REBEL  GUNBOAT  IN  MATAGORDA  BAY,  &o. 

Report  of  Commodore  H.  H,  Bell, 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  Pexsacola, 

Off  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  January  9,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  two  reports  from  Commander 
James  H.  Strong,  United  States  steamer  Mouongahela,  narrating  some  recent 
operations  of  the  gunboats  in  concert  with  the  troops  at  Matagorda  bay.  This 
is  the  latest  information  I  have  from  the  coast  of  Texas  acquainting  the  de- 
partment with  the  situation  of  affairs  in  that  quarter. 

The  rebel  gunboat  destroyed  was  in  Matagorda  bay,  and  they  have  but  two 
others  there.  The  EstrelU,  drawing  six  feet  water,  was  recently  sent  there  for 
service  on  the  interior  waters,  and  appears  to  have  arrived  in  time  to  be  ser- 
viceable. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  li.  BfjLiL, 
Commodore,  Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron  pro  tern, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 

32  N 
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Report  of  Commander  J.  H.  Strong. 

United  States  Steam-Sloop  MoNOifGAHBLA, 

Of  Pass  CabeJIo,  TeoMU,  December  28,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my.  return  to  this  place^from  the  Bio  Grande. 
On  my  arrival  at  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  25th  instant,  I  found  the  ^nboat  Pe- 
nobscot there,  she  having  been  sent  down  by  Captain  Gillis  to  take  a  messea- 
ger.  I  found  some  sixty  vessels  anchored  in  Mexican  waters,  four  steamere 
among  them. 

It  seems  that  a  large  trade  is  still  carried  on  there.  Cargoes  going  in  an* 
taken  up  on  the  Mexican  side  above  our  line  of  pickets,  and  then  carried  acroes 
the  river.     Cotton  is  brought  down  the  same  way. 

On  Christmas  eve  there  seemed  to  be  almost  a  universal  singing  of  confed- 
erate songs,  firing  guns,  cheering  for  the  rebels,  &c.,  among  the  shipping.  It 
was  kept  up  nearly  all  night.  I  understood  that  only  a  few  days  ago  a  cargo 
of  army  wagons  were  landed  there  direct  from  New  xork,  and  clear^  from  we 
custom-house  at  New  York.  They  were  undoubtedly  for  the  rebels,  though 
nominally  for  the  Mexican  market. 

The  army  expedition  to  Indianola  and  Lavaca  wA  successful ;  the  army  now 
occupies  both  places.  General  Washburn  is  now  waiting  for  re-enforcements 
and  orders  to  move  on. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Brazos  river  the  rebels  have  a  fort,  mounting  at  leut 
twenty  guns — so  we  learn  from  deserters  and  a  partial  reconnoissancc ;  thirteen 
guns  facing  the  sea,  some  of  them  heavy  guns.  Deserters  also  report  that  tLc 
rebels  are  removing  guns  from  Galveston  and  taking  them  to  Houston. 

The  boilers  of  this  ship  are  in  need  of  repairs.  I  have  been  obliged  to  haul 
fires  three  times  (twice  from  one  boiler  and  once  from  the  other)  since  coaling 
at  Galveston.  I  shall  enclose  the  engineer's  report  to  the  fleet  engineer  to  you. 
The  ship  also  requires  calking  and  other  repairs. 

At  the  request  of  General  Washburn  I  have  sent  the  Granite  City  up  the 
peninsula,  with  General  Ransom  and  one  hundred  troops  on  board,  to  cut  off 
rebel  pickets.    The  Sciota  was  directed  to  accompany  her  and  assist  in  landing: 
the  troops,  and  then  proceed  to  Galveston.         *         *         *         * 
Ilespectfully,  &c., 

J.  H.  STRONG,  Commander. 

Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Com*dg  W.  G,  B.  Squadron,  New  Orleans. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  J,  H.  Strong, 

Umted  States  Steam-Sloop  Mononuahbla, 
Off  Pass  Cahello,  Texas,  January  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  reconnoissancc  which  I  men- 
tioned in  my  communication  of  the  28th  of  December  as  aboat  to  be  made  by 
the  Granite  City  and  Sciota  for  the  general,  was  made  the  next  di^  and  the 
troops  landed.  At  half  past  three  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  oltimo  the  Granite 
City  came  down  to  me  and  reported  that  the  troops  were  landed  the  day  before 
in  the  morning,  and  that  the  Sciota  went  up  with  General  Ransom  to  recon- 
noitre at  the  mouth  of  Brazos  river,  leaving  the  Granite  City  to  protect  the 
troops  till  she  should  return.  During  the  day,  both  in  the  morning  and  after- 
noon, the  troops  were  attacked  by  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  (800  or  1,000  of 
them,)  but  were  defended  by  the  Granite  City,  she  firing  140  rounds  before  the 
enemy  was  driven  off.  At  9  p.  m.  she  left  the  Sciota  to  corer  tlie  troops  until 
she  could  come  down  to  me  for  assistance.    I  got  under  way  immodhldy  #ith 
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the  Ghanite  City  and  the  Penobscot,  which  was  anchored  near  me  at  the  time, 
and  went  up  to  render  as  much  assistance  as  possible.  While  steaming  up 
there  eaiae  on  a  fog  so  dense  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  a  cable's  length,  so 
we  ran  the  distance  and  came  to  anchor  to  wait  for  it  to  clear  away.     I  hap- 

rined  to  &11  in  with  the  gunboat  Estrella  a  short  time  before  we  came  to  anchor. 
sent  the  Granite  City  in  to  reconnoitre  and  find  the  Sciota.  In  a  short  time 
she  returned  and  reported  that  the  troops  were  still  safe,  but  that  the  cavalry 
had  made  several  attacks  during  the  night.  The  Sciota  anchored  close  in  to  the 
breakers,  and  by  shelling  on  either  side  of  the  troops  kept  the  enemy  off.  As 
Boon  afl  it  was  possible  to  see,  I  went  in  with  the  Penobscot,  Granite  City,  and 
Estrella,  and  found  that  after  the  Granite  City  had  come  out  to  me  a  rebel 
aleamer  on  the  inside  came  close  and  shelled  our  troops  out  of  their  position, 
forcing  them  to  retreat  down  tlie  beach.  I  then  sent  the  Sciota,  Granite  City, 
and  Estrella  in  close  to  the  shore  to  protect  the  troops  through  the  night,  and 
as  It  was  nearly  dark,  I  came  to  anchor  there  so  as  to  destroy  the  rebel  steamer 
in  the  morning,  if  the  weather  would  permit.  During  the  night  a  norther  came 
on,  and  in  the  morning  the  rebel  steamer  was  ashore,  probably  driven  on  by  the 
gale,  but  the  weather  would  not  admit  of  getting  under  way  to  destroy  her  at 
any  time  during  the  day.  This  morning  there  was  a  dense  fog,  and  as  soon  as 
it  cleared  away  I  steamed  in  and  found  that  the  steamer  had  been  destroyed  by 
fire.  I  threw  a  200-pound  rifle  shell  at  the  wreck  to  ascertain  if  any  persons 
were  still  remaining  about  there,  and  then  returned  to  Pass  Cabello  and  found 
that  the  Sciota,  Granite  City,  and  Estrella,  having  succeeded  in  getting  the 
troops  on  board,  had  brought  them  here.  After  having  seen  all  safe  above,  I 
sent  the  Penobscot  to  Galveston  to  report  to  Captain  Gillis. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  STRONG,  Commander, 
Commodore  H.  11,  Bell, 

Com'dg  IV,  G.  B.  Squadron^  U,  S,  Flag-Ship  Pensacola, 

New  Or  leans  f  La, 


LIST  OF  KILLED.  WOUNDED  AND  PRISONERS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMERS 

CLIFTON  AND  SACHEM. 

Letter  of  Rear-Admiral  D,  G.  Farragut  transmitting  report  of  Acting    Vol- 
unteer Lieutenant  F.  Crocker. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Off"  New  Orleans,  February  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  With  this  I  send  a  letter  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Crocker, 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Clifton,  with  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in 
the  affair  at  Sabine  Pass.         ••••••••• 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT,  Rear-Admiral 
Hon.  GiDRoN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary ^  Washington ^  D,  C 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frederick  Crocker. 

Camp  Groce,  Texas, 
November  9,  1863. 

SlB :  Tour  commonication,  under  date  of  October  27,  1863,  to  Major  General 
J.  B.  Magroder,  aaking  the  names  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  captured  officers 
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and  crew  of  the  late  United  States  steamers  Clifton  and  SacbeiQ»  b«8  been  ibis 
day  referred  to  me  witb  permission  to  answer. 

I  bave  the  bonor  to  forward  you  berewitb  a  correct  lis^  of  tbe  captured  offi- 
cers, and,  witb  tbe  exception  of  tbe  colored  men»  of  tbe  crew,  of  the  Clifton,  and 
as  near  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  a  correct  list  of  iiie  killed,  woimded*  and 
missing.  I  also  forward  similar  lists  of  tbe  Sacbem,  as  banded  me  ly  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  Jobnson. 

In  my  former  report  I  mentioned  tbe  name  of  my  executive  officer  only. 
All  tbe  wounded  bave  recovered,  but  of  tbe  missing  it  is  known  tbat  many 
were  drowned.  I  also  include  a  list  of  officers  and  men  of  the  signal  eoips, 
and  of  tbe  75tb  New  York  volunteers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FREDERICK  OROOKEE, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  U.  8.  Navy. 
Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 

Com^dg  W,  G.  B,  Squadron^  off  Kew  Orleans,  La, 


List  of  the  killed,  ivounded,  and  missing.  United  Stales  steamer  Clifton. 

Killed, — Robert  Rhodes,  acting  master  and  executive  officer;  Michael  DriscoU, 
landsman;  a  negro,  (contusion,)  name  unknown. 

Of  the  75th  regiment  Neto  York  volunteers. — L.  D.  Halleck,  corporal,  com- 
pany B ;  G.  T.  Beardsley,  private,  company  B ;  D.  E.  Parker,  private,  company 
B.  H.  Raymond,  private,  company  A;  James  Benedict,  private,  company  D.; 
W.  W.  Miller,  private,  company  G;  William  F.  Pray,  private,  signal  corp«. 
Total  killed,  10. 

Wounded, — ^F.  J.  Bradley,  third  assistant  engineer ;  William  Mahonej,  land^ 
man ;  Peter  Brown,  seaman ;  Morris  Powers,  second  class  fireman. 

Of  the  75th  regiment  New  York  volunteers, — ^E.  N.  Anderson,  private,  com- 
pany B  ;  E.  L.  Bradley,  private,  company  B ;  W.  H.  Beebe,  private,  company 
G;  John  Campbell,  private,  company  G;  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Dana,  signal  eorps, 
slightly.     Total  wounded,  9. 

Missing, — Twenty-one  of  the  crew,  names  unknown,  mostly  colored. 

Of  the  75th  regiment  New  York  volunteers  — 0.  A.  Brown,  corporal ;  A.  6. 
Borden,  private,  company  A;  R.  S.  Canfield,  private,  company  B  ;  F.  Olford, 
private,  company  B ;  R.  Tucker,  private,  company  B ;  A.  B.  Brown,  private, 
company  G  ;  J.  Bump,  private,  company  G.    Total  missing,  28. 

Grand  total, — Killed,  10 ;  wounded,  9  ;  missing,  28. 
Very  respectfully, 

FREDERICK  CROCKER. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy, 


List  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  Stales  steamer  Sackemt  at  Sahine 

Pass,  September  8,  1863. 

PRISONERS. 

Off  vers, — Amos  Jobnson,  acting  volunteer  lieutenant;  A.  H.  Reynolds,  acting 
ensign;  J.  C.  Henry,  acting  master's  mate;  W.  E.  Bridges,  acting  master's  mate; 
A.  E.  Larrien,  paymaster's  clerk. 

Petty  o^Jcer*.— -John  Taylor,  boatswain's  mate ;  Herman  Spilker,  quarter- 
master ;  J.  C.  McNemey,  quartermaster. 

Seamen. — ^Edward  Foley,  John  Stewart,  Georee  Brown,  Charles  Brown, 
Thomas  Hall,  Thomas  Mulman,  Daniel  Baker,  George  McClernui»  Wniiun 
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ITm^  Johi  SVift,  William  Sutter,  John  Thompson,  Alexander  Ashton,  John 
DeCMa, 

Ldmdimm.'^ohn  ImbuBh,  Michael  De  Lanej,  James  McVey,  James  Kelley, 
Tlioittas  Milem»  John  Carey,  M.  J.  Flynn,  George  M.  Whiteman,  James  Stew- 
art; WilBam  Wheaton,  Peter  Martin,  John  A.  Andrews. 

Engimeert  department. — John  Hayes,  Dennis  Toomey,  John  McDonongh. 

KILLED. 

« 

Qfieeri, — John  Eraser,  second  assistant  engineer. 
Seaman, — John  Williams. 

Firemen. — ^William  Robinson,  Thomas  Sullivan,  Calvin  Williams,  Bichard 
Turner,  Thomas  Ryan. 

MISSING. 

Ofieerg. — John  Munroe,  third  assistant  engineer. 
Seamen. — ^•Peter  Benson,  ^G.  W.  Meeker. 

Landsmen. — Peter  Lee,   Henry  Brown,   William  Glenn,  •George  Horton, 
Bandel  Smith,  Isaac  Carter,  William  Wilson,  John  Chase,  Willis  Green,  •William 
Lowe»  •Samuel  Smith,  John  Horton,  John  RoUes. 
Very  respectfully, 

AMOS  JOHNSON, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 


CAPTURE  OF  UNITED  STATES  SHIPS  MORNING  LIGHT  AND  VELOCITY. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Flag- Ship  Habtford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Mobile  Bay,  August  22,  I8G4. 

Sift:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  the  report  of 
Admg  Master  John  Dillingham  of  the  eapture  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Momioe  Light  and  prize  schooner  Velocity,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1863,  in 
Sabine  i^asB,  by  the  rebels. 

Acting  Master  Dillingham  was  sent  to  the  Pocahontas  o£f  that  pass,  on  the 
24fcli  ultimo,  by  flag  of  truce,  on  a  parole  of  six  months,  for  the  exchange  of  a 
Captain  Fowler,  of  the  rebel  navy. 

Under  orders  of  Commodore  Palmer  he  reported  to  me,  and  I  directed  him  to 
return  to  New  Orleans,  and  after  making  the  best  arrangement  he  could  through 
Colonel  Dwight  for  an  exchange,  to  proceed  north  and  report  to  the  depart- 
ment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  Sherfy. 

Champaign  City,  Champaign  County,  Illinois, 

April  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  Acting  Master  John  Dillingham,  late  commander  of 
the  United  States  ship  Morning  Light,  and  yet  a  prisoner  in  Texas,  I  have  the 

KoTB.*-Otlier  reporto  show  that  those  marked  with  a  *  reached  the  United  States  steamer 
Ariiona  in  safety 
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honor  of  sabxnitting  the  following  report  of  the  capture  of  that  vessel  on  the  21st 
of  January,  1863,  off  Sabine  Pass.  It  also  fulfils  the  order  of  Admiral  Farragut, 
in  his  letter  of  permission  to  go  north,  dated  March  21,  1864,  a  copy  of  which, 
with  other  papers  referred  to,  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  cannot  claim  for  this  report  that  technical  accuracy  of  detail  which  would 
characterize  one  from  Captam  Dillingham  himself,  but  present  it  simply  as  a 
correct  memoranda  of  the  main  facts  in  connexion  with  that  event. 

An  attack  on  the  blockade  at  Sabine,  consisting  of  the  Morning  Light,  the 
schooner  Rachael  Seaman,  Acting  Master  Hooper,  and  the  schooner  Velocity, 
Acting  Master  Hammond,  had  been  threatened  for  several  weeks.  The  two 
schooners  previously  stationed  in  the  bay  near  Sabine  City  had  come  outside 
the  bar  to  obtain  a  better  position  in  the  event  of  an  engagement.  A  few  days 
before  this  occurred,  the  Rachel  Seaman  had,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Commo- 
dore Bell,  at  Galveston,  gone  to  Pcnsacola  for  repairs. 

Knowing  the  defcncclcssness  of  sailing  vessels  against  equally  armed  steamers, 
Captain  Dillingham  had  made  urgent  application  for  the  addition  of  a  steam 
gunboat  to  the  force  at  Sabine,  and  also  for  a  pivot  gun  for  his  own  vessel, 
neither  of  which  could  be  obtained.  These  applications  had  been  made  before 
the  departure  of  the  Rachel  Seaman. 

Early  in  the  evening  of  the  20th  the  enemy's  vessels  were  seen  to  come  down 
the  bay  and  anchor  near  the  city.  Apprehensive  of  an  attack  that  night,  every 
preparation  was  made  for  defence.  There  was  at  that  time  a  dead  calm;  at 
dark  Captain  Dillingham  made  sale,  and  ordered  the  Velocity  to  do  the  same, 
to  obtain  if  possible  an  offing  more  favorable  for  manoeuvring  the  ship  should 
the  attack  be  delayed  till  morning.  The  calm  continued  all  night,  with  scarcely 
a  perceptible  breeze,  and  the  vessels  merely  drifted  with  the  current  a  few 
miles  down  the  coast,  the  Velocity  coming  to  anchor  early,  not  being  able  to 
control  her  course  with  the  helm,  and  fearing  she  might  drift  nearer  the  shore. 
About  6^  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2 1st  the  enemy  were  seen  coming 
seaward  ;  a  very  light  wind  prevailed,  and  the  Velocity  was  signalled  to  come 
up  and  keep  near  the  ship,  which  awaited  her  approach,  when  all  sail  was  made 
and  we  stood  out  to  sea. 

The  enemy's  force  consisted  of  two  cottou-clads  of  the  very  best  construc- 
tion ;  the  steamboats  Josiah  Bell,  with  two  twenty-four-pounder  field-pieces,  and 
the  Uncle  Ben,  with  a  sixty-eight-pounder  rifle ;  each  vessel  carrying  a  crew  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

At  half  past  eight  o'clock  they  got  in  range  with  their  rifle,  firing  at  short 
intervals,  but  doing  us  little  damage  for  a  while;  at  nine  o'clock  they  began 
with  their  light  guns,  and  we  replied,  giving  them  alternately  the  port  and  8ta^ 
board  broadsides  as  rapidly  as  the  ship  could  be  worked ;  thus  the  engagement 
continued  nearly  two  hours,  when  the  enemy  opened  on  us  a  severe  fire  from 
their  small  arms  ;  about  this  time  a  shell  from  their  rifle  exploded  on  onr  for- 
ward port  gun,  dismounting  it,  killing  one  man,  and  wounding  nearly  the  entire 
gun's  crew.  It  was  impossible  for  the  men  to  remain  at  the  guns  under  the 
galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  They  had  come  within  close  range 
upon  our  port  and  starboard  quarters,  and  from  their  elevated  position  com- 
pletely swept  our  docks ;  an  effort  was  now  made  to  train  the  two  aft  guns 
upon  the  enemy,  and  fire  through  the  cabin ;  but  as  it  was  impossible  to  get 
such  a  bearing  as  would  offer  a  reasonable  chance  of  inflicting  any  damage,  and 
the  men  were  now  all  driven  from  the  other  guns,  the  commander,  deeming 
further  resistance  useless,  reluctantly  determined  to  surrender,  and  oar  flag  was 
hauled  down. 

The  ship  was  completely  riddled  in  her  upper  works,  and  of  five  boats  four 
were  entirely  destroyed ;  one  man  was  instantly  killed,  one  fatally,  and  five 
severely  wounded,  and  a  large  number  received  slight  injuries. 
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Before  the  surrender,  eighty  rounds  of  shot  and  shell  had  been  discharged, 
and  the  men  had  thrown  most  of  the  small  arms  overboard. 

The  Velocity  had  kept  up  a  steady  fire  with  her  two  howitzers,  but  the  enemy 
paid  little  or  no  attention  to  her  until  the  ship  surrendered,  when,  she  havine 
followed  our  example,  they  took  possession ;  she  had  no  one  injured  on  boara. 
I  have  since  heard  that  she  was  recaptured  in  attempting  to  run  the  blockade 
with  cotton. 

Though  repeatedly  struck,  the  cotton-clads  were  not  seriously  damaged. 
The  enemy  denied  any  loss,  but  it  was  afterwards  said  that  four  were  killed 
and  as  many  wounded. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  be  the  eulogist  of  Captain  Dillingham,  yet  I  may  be 
allowed  with  propriety  to  say  that  his  self-possession  and  bravery  throughout 
the  engagement  elicited  the  admiration  of  both  officers  and  men.  The  rebels 
have  since  repeatedly  testified  that  the  ship  was  skilfully  and  gallantly  de- 
fended, and  the  personal  courage  and  daring  of  its  commander  unsurpassed ; 
regardless  of  himself,  he  remained  upon  deck  amid  such  terrific  volleys  of  mus- 
ketry that  his  escape  seems  almost  miraculous ;  his  example  infused  a  similar 
spirit  among  the  officers  and  crew,  and  each  did  his  part  nobly. 

I  am  impelled  to  be  thus  explicit  in  all  the  details  of  the  engagement,  that 
you  nmy  know  that  the  Morning  Light  was  not  "pusillanimously''  surrendered. 
We  were  all  chagrined  beyond  measure  upon  reading  in  the  Iloustou  Tele- 
graph a  copy  of  Admiral  Farragut's  report  to  you,  knowing  that  he  had  been 
most  grossly  deceived  by  ignorant  or  designing  men. 

The  officers  and  crew  were  taken  to  Sabine  City.  Their  personal  property 
was  generally  respected,  excepting  twenty-nine  contrabands,  who  were  robbed 
of  everything  and  treated  with  much  indignity. 

Having  towed  the  ship  as  near  the  shore  as  the  depth  of  water  would  per- 
miti  the  confederates  attempted  to  lighten  her  sufficiently,  if  possible,  to  get 
her  over  the  bar.  In  this  they  did  not  succeed,  and  fearing  the  advent  of  gun- 
boats from  Galveston  they  burnt  hor;  of  the  eight  heavy  guns  they  did  not 
get  off  a  single  one  ;  and  strangely  enough  they  did  not  get  more  than  half  the 
stores,  though  she  was  not  destroyed  until  the  second  morning  after  the  en- 
gagement. 

On  the  24th  the  officers  and  crew  were  sent  to  Houston,  where  I  joined 
them  on  the  1st  of  February,  having  remained  behind  in  charge  of  some 
wonnded  that  could  not  be  immediately  removed.  While  at  Sabine,  Major  O. 
M.  Watkins,  commander  of  the  expedition  against  us,*  administered  the  enclosed 
parole  to  me  and  five  others,  fearing  an  attack  from  our  vessels,  and  that  we 
might  be  retaken.  This  parole  will  elicit  your  attention.  I  was  informed  at 
Shrcvcport  that  Commissioner  Quid  "  unconditionally"  released  all  surgeons, 
though  I  did  not  see  his  order  to  that  effect. 

The  conduct  of  Major  Watkins  and  the  other  confederate  officers  associated 
with  him  towards  us  was  invariably  courteous  and  obliging.  He  offered  to  send 
me  by  Ha^  of  truce  to  the  fleet  soon  after  my  capture,  but  at  the  solicitation  of 
the  wounded,  and  in  obedience  to  my  own  conviction  of  duty,  I  respectfully  de- 
clined the  offer. 

On  the  1st  of  May,  the  federal  officers  (excepting  the  surgeons)  were  sent 
to  the  Huntsville  penitentiary,  and  for  a  while  confined  in  cells,  though  subse- 
qoently  treated  less  harshly. 

June  11th,  under  some  frivolous  pretext,  Doctor  Cummings,  of  the  forty- 
second  Massachusetts  volunteers,  and  I  were  arrested  and  placed  in  close  con- 
finement until  the  14th,  when  we  were  sent  with  the  men  to  *'  Camp  Groce,"  near 
Hampstead. 

About  the  Ist  July,  the  officers  at  Huntsville  were  released  from  the  peni- 
tentiary* and  sent  to  "Camp  Groce.'' 

September  14,  two  hunared  and  fifty  prisoners  from  the  Sachem  and  Clif 
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ton,  and,  a  few  weekfl  later*  their  officers  were  added  to  our  namber.  Tbe 
latter  were  confined  separate  from  the  other  officera,  and  no  interoonumunca- 
tion  permitted ;  other  additions  had  been  made,  increasing  our  number  to  fimr 
hundred.  Here  we  remained  under  close  guard  until  December  9,  when 
the  commissioned  officers  were  removed  to  "  Gamp  Foid»"  near  Tyler»  Texas, 
and  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  having  been  paroled*  were  sent 
to  **  Gamp  Instruction,"  near  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  with  assurances  of  imme- 
diate ezcnange.    I  was  graciously  permitted  to  accompany  them. 

The  condition  of  the  prisoners  in  Texas  and  Louisiana  is  most  deplorable. 
Their  clothing  is  insufficient,  and  their  health  impaired.  Thej  are  withoat 
money — their  allotments  having  long  ago  run  out,  and  their  families^  from  whom 
they  have  not  heard  since  their  capture,  are,  in  many  cases,  without  adequate 
support.  They  have  suffered  much  from  cold  and  heat  and  fatigue,  and  a 
meagre  supply  of  medicine  and  subsistence.  ^Humanity  dictates  that  everything 
in  the  power  of  the  government  shoidd  be  done  to  accomplish  their  speedy 
release. 

As  to  our  treatment,  when  we  consider  the  limited  means  of  subsistence,  and 
wretched  tenements  at  the  command  of  the  confederate  authorities,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  skill  and  industry  in  applying  the  few  facilities  they  did  possess,  it 
mav  probably  with  justice  be  said  that  many,  if  not  most,  of  our  discomfoits 
and  hardships  were  rather  attributable  to  circumstances  than  to  any  pervene 
or  malicious  intention  on  the  part  of  the  rebels  to  maltreat  us  ;  but  there  wexe 
some  things  that  could  not  bear  so  liberal  a  construction — the  compelling  of 
sick  and  enfeebled  men,  many  of  them  without  shoes,  to  make  long  mardcs; 
the  neglect  to  provide  adcauate  transportation  when  it  wa«  in  their  power  to  do 
so ;  the  deception  practiced  upon  onr  officers  at  Gamp  Groce,  where,  under  reit- 
erated promises  of  immediate  exchange  upon  their  arrival  at  Shreveport^  they 
were  induced  to  sell  nearly  all  their  clothing  and  other  effects,  and  were  then, 
without  explanation  or  apology,  detained  at  Gamp  Ford ;  their  refusal  or  neg- 
lect to  provide  even  the  most  needy  of  our  men  with  clothing  when  they  were 
suffering  from  wont  of  it  during  the  post  unusually  indemcnt  winter ;  and  the 
unwarrantable  incarceration  of  our  officers  in  the  cells  of  a  penitentiaiy.  These 
and  other  instances  of  cruelty  and  wrong  which  might  bo  mentioned,  were  not 
this  report  already,  I  fear,  too  long,  cannot  be  viewed  as  justifiable  to  prisooen 
of  war,  and  may  appropriately  be  characterized  as  unusual  and  barbarous. 
There  were  numerous  instances,  however,  of  individual  kindness  that  contrasted 
strongly  with  the  harshness  or  indifference  of  others,  and  did  much,  at  timeif 
to  alleviate  our  sufferings. 

While  at  Houston  I  was  permitted  to  visit  the  prisoners  daily,  and  during 
the  six  months  at  Gamp  Groce  I  had  almost  the  entire  medical  charge  of  then. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness,  and  my  duties  were  exceedingly  laborioiia. 

After  arriving  at  Shreveport,  finding  I  had  no  means  of  attending  the  ucki 
now  under  the  exclusive  treatment  of  the  confederate  surgeons,  who.  I  believe, 
aimed  to  do  as  well  by  them  as  their  own  soldiers,  I  asked  to  be  released 
under  the  order  of  Gommissioner  Quid,  thinking  I  might  accomplish  somethinff 
towards  effecting  the  exchange  of  our  people.  The  request  was  granted,  and  I 
left  Shreveport  on  the  17th  of  February,  1864,  arriving  in  onr  luBefl,  near 
Franklin,  on  the  9th  of  March,  having  been  a  prisoner  nearly  fourteen  months. 
During  the  trip  from  Shreveport  to  Franklin  the  treatment  of  the  confederates 
towards  me  was  most  liberal  and  courteous. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  my  parole  firom  General  Kirby  Smith. 

I  represented  to  Major  Generals  Banks  and  Franklin  and  others  the  coadition 
of  the  federals  in  Texas  and  Louisiana. 

Arriving  in  New  Orleans  I  reported  to  Gommodore  Palmer,  when,  after  some 
delay  in  hearing  from  Admiral  Farragut,  I  received  his  letter  of  pemMrion  to 
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go  northy  and  took  the  £r8t  steamer  for  Oairo,  and  am  again  with  my  friendB, 
after  ma  abaence  of  nearl j  three  years. 

I  await  your  orders ;  and  if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  do  not  forbid  it,  1 
reapeetfiilly  aolieit  a  furlough,  with  the  priyilege  of  reporting,  on  or  before  its 
ezprntion,  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  or  Gulf  squadron,  though  I  do  not 
wiah  to  mge  a  preference. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  SHERFY, 
Aci*g  Assutant  Surgeon  U.  S,  A^.,  late  of  the  Ship  Morning  Lights 

Hml  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nai>y,  Washington^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  John  Dillingham. 

United  States  Steamer  Pocahontas, 

Of  Sabine  Pass,  July  25,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  arrived  on  parole  to  the  blockading  fleet  yesterday,  and  take  the  first 
opportunity,  after  being  eighteen  months  a  prisoner  of  war  in  Texas,  to  report 
the  capture  of  the  United  States  ship  Morning  Light  whilst  under  my  com- 
mand. On  the  afternoon  of  January  20,  1863,  while  blockading  Sabine  Pass, 
in  company  with  prize  schooner  Velocity,  two  steamers  were  reported  coming 
down  Sabine  lake.  From  information  received  from  refugees,  1  knew  them 
to  be  the  confederate  steamers  J.  H.  Bell  and  Uncle  Ben,  which  had  been  most 
formidably  fitted  up  to  attack  my  ship,  and  of  which  I  had  advised  Commodore 
Bell,  commanding  the  naval  forces  off  Galveston.  The  ship  being  in  very 
shallow  water,  and  not  sufficient  wind  to  manage  in  an  engagement,  I  got  under 
way  at  8  p.  m.  and  ordered  the  Velocity  to  do  the  same,  and  keep  company 
with  the  snip.  It  being  the  last  part  of  a  norther,  the  ship  had  no  steerage 
way  during  the  night. 

My  expectations  of  an  early  attack  were  confirmed  at  daylight  by  observing 
both  steamers  approaching  from  the  town.  I  had  the  royal  yards  crossed,  and 
after  waiting  for  the  Velocity  to  communicate,  made  all  sail  to  southwestward, 
to  get  an  offing,  ^ith  a  light,  baffling  air  from  the  eastward.  The  foremost 
steamer,  J.  H.  Bell,  soon  opened  fire  with  a  64-pounder  rifled  gun,  her  shot  cut- 
ting the  main  yard  nearly  in  two  and  damaging  the  rigging  in  its  wake.  I  re- 
turned her  first  fire  from  a  rifled  howitzer  on  the  poop,  which  burst  at  the  first 
diacharee,  wounding  those  in  charge  of  it.  I  was  now  obliged  to  keep  off  and 
to  use  the  broadside  guns,  while  the  attacking  steamers  kept  in  line,  exposing 
nothing  but  their  cotton-clad  bows.  The  enemy's  shot  were  thus  repeatedly 
taking  damaging  effect  to  the  ship,  while  our  broadsides  seemed  not  to  mate- 
rially damage  the  steamers.  Both  steamers,  taking  advantage  of  the  light  wind, 
soon  shifted  out  of  our  range  and  advanced  within  musket  ran^e,  and  while 
they  were  annoying  our  topmen  and  others  exposed  above  decks  with  mus- 
ketry, seemed  hesitating  for  an  opportunity  to  board  us  on  each  quarter.  In 
such  an  event,  as  our  battery  was  unfortunately  all  forward  of  the  mainmast, 
we  should  be  entirely  at  their  mercy.  After  expending  several  broadsides  at 
the  enemy,  I  hauled  to  the  southward,  watching  for  a  chance  to  charge  on  and 
try  to  destroy  one  of  the  steamers  at  close  range.  Both  steamers  now  separated 
for  boarding  us,  as  I  expected,  when  I  brought  the  ship  to  the  wind,  and  gave 
the  Uncle  Ben  two  successive  broadsides  at  near  range,  one  shot  taking  effect 
at  the  water-line,  at  the  same  time  the  J.  H.  Bell  managed  to  explode  a  shell 
on  omr  deck,  crippling  the  crew  and  gun  No.  2,  port  side  ;  she  then  boarded 
our  port  quarter  and  commenced  a  most  galling  fire  from  her  cotton  barricade, 


498       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAYY. 

on  our  decks.  I  then  had  two  guns  taken  out  of  the  battery  aod  ranged  fore 
and  aft  to  repel  boarderA,  but  none  appeared  in  sight,  while  they  had  full  coxa- 
mand  of  our  decks  with  musketry  from  their  cotton-clad  bulwarks.  Finding 
nothing  but  a  general  massacre  on  our  side  would  be  the  result  of  longer  resistr 
ance,  I  ordered  the  flag  hauled  down,  and  requested  the  enemy  to  cease  firing, 
at  which  they  demanded  an  unconditional  surrender.  I  surrendered  the  ship 
after  about  two  hours'  engagement  at  great  disadvantage.  The  ship  was  mo^t 
severely  cut  up  by  shot  in  all  directions.  The  casualties  werCt  one  man  sbot 
all  to  pieces,  one  mortally  and  eleven  seriously  and  about  twenty  slightly 
wounded.  My  officers  and  crew  behaved  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner 
throughout.  Acting  Masters  H.  W.  Washburn  and  W.  W.  Fowler  managed 
the  two  gun  divisions  with  energy.  Acting  Master's  Mate  George  H.  Rice, 
who  has  been  creditably  mentioned  in  former  eneagements,  showed  extra- 
ordinary gallantry  in  hauling  down  the  fia^,  assisted  by  Quartermaster  T.  H. 
Sheppard,  under  a  most  severe  fire  of  musketry.  The  Velocity,  in  command 
of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hammond,  surrendered  at  the  same  time  with 
the  ship,  fortunately  without  casualties.  The  ship  was  towed  back  to  the  bar, 
and  after  being  three  days  in  the  enemy's  possession  was  burnt  with  about 
everything  on  board,  on  the  approach  of  two  gunboats  from  the  westward. 

My  report  being  made  up  from  long  recollections  after  so  long  confinement, 
I  may  not,  perhaps,  do  justice  to  those  under  my  command  in  bringing  them  to 
favorable  notice.  Trusting  the  zeal  they  displayed  up  to  its  becoming  usclew 
to  contend  against  an  enemy  numbering  five  to  our  one,  with  the  advantage  of 
steam  and  cotton  barricades,  will  be  appreciated  by  the  government  they  were 
serving, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  ruspectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DILLINGHAM, 
Acting  Moiter,  U.  8.  iV. 

Hon.  GiOBON  Welles, 

Secretary  oftlie  Navy. 


CAPTURE  OF  VESSELS  AND  REBEL  OFFICERS  IN  l^fATAGORDA  BAY. 

Rejfort  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Flag-Ship  Tb.nnb88BB» 
Off  New  Orleant,  April  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that  on  the  night  of  the 
28th  of  March  Lieutenant  Commander  A.  P.  Cooke,  commanding  the  United 
States  steamer  Estrella,  hlockading  in  Matagorda  bay,  discovered  a  light  up 
the  bay,  and  on  approaching  found  a  small  schooner  on  fire,  aground  and  de- 
serted. Endeavors  were  made  to  save  the  vessel,  which,  however,  proved  fruit- 
less.   Nine  bales  of  cotton  and  some  loose  cotton  were  taken  from  her. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  on  the  6th  instant  Lieutenant  Commander 
Cooke  made  a  cruise  up  the  bay,  and  when  off  Indianola  discovered  a  schooner 
and  small  sloop,  both  of  which  he  captured,  together  with  four  priBoners,  all  of 
whom  were  in  the  rebel  service.  These  he  delivered  over  to  the  military  au- 
thorities, retaining  the  vesscU.     The  schooner  is  only  of  eight  tons  burden. 

It  appears  that  on  the  3d  instant  the  rebels  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  point 
near  the  anchorage  of  the  Estrella.  On  returning  from  boarding  the  Bchooner 
carrying  the  flag,  the  executive  officer  of  the  Estrella  reported  tibat  there  were 
several  officers  of  the  rebel  gunboat  J.  F.  Carr  on  board.  The  vessel,  however, 
was  not  detained. 

On  the  5th  instant  the  same  parties  came  again  with  a  flag  of  trace  in  mother 
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schoonte^  Upon  some  trivial  errand,  but  went  back  again  immediately,  and  it 
was  on  t&e  n>llowing  day  that  Lieutenant  Oommander  Cooke  made  the  ream- 
Boiasanee  above  referred  to,  in  which  he  captured  the  schooner  last  mentioned. 
Endoted  is  his  report  of  the  circumstances,  addressed  to  Captain  Marchand. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral f  Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron. 
Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  2>.  C 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  A.  P.  Cooke. 

United  States  Gunboat  Estrblla, 

Matagorda  Bay,  April  7,  1864. 

8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  3d  instant  the  enemy  sent  a  flag 
of  trace  to  this  point  in  a  schooner.  I  met  her,  and  sent  Acting  Master  Pom- 
eroy  to  learn  its  object.  Afterwards  I  communicated  with  the  commanding 
general,  who  sent  an  officer  to  attend  to  the  flag. 

Mr.  Pomeroy  informed  me  there  were  several  officers  of  the  rebel  gunboat  J. 
F.  Carr  in  the  schooner.  They  came  with  the  flag  of  truce,  doubtless,  to  make  a 
leoonnoissance  of  our  situation  here.  The  weather  prevented  the  schooner  from 
returning  till  next  day.  On  the  5th  instant  the  same  party  came  again  in  a  dif- 
ferent schooner,  on  a  trivial  errand,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  but  returned  immediately. 
On  the  morning  of  the  Gth  instant  I  took  a  cruise  up  the  bay,  and  when  off  In- 
dianola  discovered  the  schooner  which  had  been  down  the  day  before  in  a  flag 
of  trace  lying  in  a  bayou  at  the  town.  I  fired  a  shot  at  her,  whereupon  a 
white  flag  was  hoisted  at  her  masthead,  and  two  men  came  off  in  a  small  boat. 
They  were  detained  as  prisoners,  and  an  armed  boat  sent  in  to  bring  out  the 
schooner,  and  a  little  sloop  which  was  lying  there.  Two  other  men  were  brought 
off  with  the  schooher.  I  ascertained  that  the  men  were  all  in  the  employ  of  the 
enemy.  They  gave  their  names  as  follows  :  Captain  Green  Hall,  C.  S.  N., 
commanding  confederate  gunboat  J.  F.  Carr ;  Joseph  R.  Hanna,  first  pilot  gun- 
boat Carr ;  James  Delanev,  pilot  transport  steamboat  Lucy  Gwinn ;  and  Wil- 
liam Austin,  commanding  despatch  boat  Julia  A.  Hodges,  which  is  the  name  of 
the  schooner  captured — a  fa^st  little  vessel  of  eight  tons  burden.  I  brought 
the  boats  down  to  the  anchorage  at  Pass  Cavallo,  and  turned  the  prisoners  over 
to  the  provost  marshal  of  the  forces  at  this  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  COOKE, 
Lieutenant  Commander, 

Captain  J.  B.  Marchand, 

Commanding  Third  Division  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

United  States  Steam- Sloop  Lackawanna. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  U.  S.  STEAMERS  GRANITE  CITY  AND  WAVE. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  G.  Farragut. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 

May  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  rcCTCt  to  inform  the  department  of  the  capfure  in  Calcasieu  bay, 
near  the  Sabine  river,  of  two  vessels  of  my  squadron — the  steamer  Granite 
City  and  steamer  (tin-clad)  Wave. 
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How  the  event  took  place  has  not  yet  been  ascertained.    I  onlj  know  ike 
simple  fact  without  particalai*s. 

£7  the  next  mail  I  may  be  able  to  give  yon  definite  information. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

p.  G.  PABRAGUT, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  W,  G„  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington, 


Detailed  report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  G»  Farragut. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  "W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Of  Pensacda,  May  18,  18G4. 

Sir  :  I  have  already  informed  the  department,  in  my  despatch  No.  179*  of  the 
capture  of  the  Gmnite  City  and  the  Wave  at  Calcasieu,  and  I  r^mt  to  he 
obliged  to  report  the  additional  loss  of  a  boat  and  boat's  crew  of  the  Xt^ew  Lou- 
don  at  the  same  place. 

The  circumstances  appear  to  be  as  follows  :  I  had  directed  Captain  J.  B. 
Marchand,  commanding  the  Texas  division,  to  send  into  Matagorda  bay  a  light- 
draught  vessel,  in  addition  to  the  Estrella,  to  protect  the  army,  as  a  conaideimbls 
portion  of  the  force  there  had  been  withdrawn  to  assist  Genend  Banks  wheahard 
pressed  in  the  Red  river,  and  had  named  the  Granite  City  as  a  proper  veaael, 
from  her  draught,  for  that  purpose. 

Captain  Marchand,  on  the  9th  instant,  despatched  the  New  London  (Acting 
Master  Lyman  Welles)  to  Sabine  Pass,  with  the  necessary  orders  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Granite  City.  After  communicating  with  Commander 
Woolsey,  senior  officer  there.  Acting  Master  Welles  proceeded  to  Oalcaaien  in 
search  of  the  Granite  City,  neither  Commander  Woolsey  nor  Acting  Master 
Welles  being  aware  of  the  disaster  that  had  occurred  at  Calcasieu. 

Acting  Master  Welles  reports  that  he  anchored  outside,  about  five  miles  firom 
the  Granite  City,  at  11.30  a.  m.,  of  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  and  tried  to 
communicate  with  her  by  signals,  but  the  weather  being  misty,  he  conld  not 
make  out  her  answers,  and  sent  in  a  boat  with  Captain  Marchand's  deepatdb, 
under  the  charge  of  his  executive  officer.  Acting  Ensign  H.  Jackson,  accompa- 
nied by  A.  T.  Yanzile,  coast  pilot,  and  four  men,  all  armed.  The  boat  did  not 
return,  but  Acting  Master  Welles  supposed  that  he  was  detained  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increasing  wind  and  sea,  which  began  to  break  heavily  upon  the 
bar. 

The  next  morning  he  got  under  way  and  ran  nearer  in,  until  within  3}  miles  of 
the  Granite  City,  when  he  again  made  signals,  but  without  eliciting  any  reply. 
He  then  sent  in  a  second  boat  with  a  Hag  of  truce,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H. 
Z.  Howard,  who  soon  after  returned  with  the  following  report :  That  Actine 
Ensign  Jackson  had  approached  the  Granite  City  until,  withm  distance  of  Bmafi 
arms,  he  saw  the  rebel  Hag  at  her  peak,  but  supposed,  as  the  men  said,  that  it 
was  flying  as  a  joke,  and  fired  on  it,  when  he  was  immediately  killed  by  a  shot 
from  the  Granite  City.  The  rest  of  the  boat's  crew  were  taken  priBoners.  He 
further  reports  that  he  was  informed  that  the  Granite  City  and  Wave  wan  c^h 
tured  on  tne  morning  of  the  Gth  instant  by  the  rebel  land  forces,  after  one  hoor'i 
engagement 

Enclosed  are  copies  of  the  report  of  Acting  Master  Lyman  Welles  and  of 
Acting  Ensign  Howard,  marked  Nos.  1  and  2,  and  also  a  list  of  the  offiean  and 
men  killed  and  taken  prisoners,  and  of  the  property  captured,  marked  No.  3. 
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These  axe  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  loss  of  the  Granite  City  and  Wave 
wUeb'hp^  aia  yet  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

p.  G,  FAREA6UT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G,  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Qidbon  Welles, 

Ster^arjf  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  L.  Welles, 

United  States  Steamer  New  London, 

Of  Galveston,  May  11,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  regret  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Granite 
City  and  a  tin-dad  gunboat,  name  unknown,  captured  by  the  rebels  at  Calcasieu 
on  the  6th  instant,  and  a  boat  and  boat's  crew  belonging  to  this  ship  on  the 
10th  instant,  under  the  following  circumstances  : 

PoTfiiiant  to  your  orders,  on  the  9th  instant  I  went  with  this  ship  to  Sabme 
Plus  and  communicated  with  Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey,  senior  officer  there, 
and  then  proceeded  to  off  Calcasieu,  arriving  at  11.30  a.  m.  on  the  10th  instant. 
I  fonnd  that  the  Granite  City  was  anchored  inside,  and  I  came  to  anchor  in  2^ 
Gidiams,  about  five  miles  from  her ;  set  my  numbers,  but  it  being  somewhat 
nistyv  and  the  wind  blowing  on  shore,  I  could  not  make  out  her  answer.  I 
therelbre  sent  in  your  despatch,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  Jackson,  execu- 
fcl¥6  officer,  accompanied  by  A.  T.  Vanzile,  coast  pilot,  in  my  3d  cutter,  with 
n         rain  and  four  men,  all  armed.     I  charged  Mr.  Jackson  to  be  cautious  in 

cc      ng,  and  to  return  as  soon  as  possible.     The  boat  left  the  ship  at  12  m* 

At  nid  not  return,  but  I  thought  that  the  increasing  wind  and  sea  was  the 
Bsose  of  his  detention,  as  it  began  to  break  heavily  on  the  bar. 

This  morning  at  daylight  the  wind  having  shifted  to  northwest,  and  sea  smooth, 
[  got  nnder  way  and  proceeded  iu-shore  and  came  to  anchor ;  the  Granite  City, 
boaruig  north-northwest  about  3^  miles  distant,  set  her  number,  but  there  wa» 
DO  reply.  At  9  a.  m.  wc  6red  a  gun.  At  10.30  a.  m.  sent  in  a  boat  with  flag 
yt  trace,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Jl.  Z.  Howard,  a  copy  of  whose  report,, 
Buurked  A,  I  enclose,  as  also  a  list,  marked  B,  of  officers  and  men  killed  and 
»ptnred,  and  statement,  marked  C,  of  property  belonging  to  this  ship  captured 
by  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  WELLES, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding* 

Gaptain  John  B.  Marchand,  U.  S.  N., 

Com^dg  3d  Division,  W,  G,  B,  Squadron,  off  Galveston,  Texas, 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  H,  Z,  Howard. 

United  States  Steamer  New  London, 

May  11,  1864. 

Sib  :  The  loss  of  Mr.  Jackson  and  boat's  crew  is  as  follows : 

Tiie  boat  got  within  distance  of  small  arms  on  board  the  Granite  City,  with 

ft  confederate  flag  at  the  peak.    Mr.  Jackson  thinking,  as  our  men  said,  that 

flag  was  flying  as  a  joke  or  lark,  fired  on  it.     Immediately  after  he  was  shot 

■d  by  a  shot  from  the  Granite  City.    There  was  no  other  shot  fired.    The 

ader  of  the  boat's  crew  were  taken  prisoners  on  board  the  Granite  City* 
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It  was  also  stated  that  the  Granits  City  and  one  tin-clad  were  captured  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  May  by  the  rebel  land  forces,  after  one  hour's  engagonent, 
and  that  Mr.  Jackson  might  have  known  that  they  were  captured*  as  the 
Granite  City  was  so  much  shattered  by  shot. 

This  was  stated  to  me  by  the  officer  in  command  of  boat. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Z.  HOWABD, 

Acting  Ensign. 
L.  Welles, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 


List  of  officers  and  men  in  New  London's  boat. 

Acting  Ensign  Henry  Jackson,  killed. 
Coast  Pilot  A.  T.  Vanzile,  prisoner. 
Cockswain  John  Hurley,  prisoner. 
Seaman  George  Miller,  prisoner. 
Seaman  Charles  Wilson,  prisoner. 
Seaman  George  Curry,  prisoner. 
Ordinary  Seaman  John  Dunn,  prisoner. 

List  of  property  captured. 

One  boat,  with  oars,  &c. 

Seven  Sharpens  carbines  and  equipments. 

Four  navy  pistols. 

Four  navy  revolvers. 

Five  navy  swords. 

One  navy  cutlass. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  rounds  ammunition  for  carbines. 

Twenty-five  rounds  ammunition  for  pistols. 

Six  rounds  ammunition  for  revolvers. 

Fifty  caps  for  revolvers. 

Two  hundred  caps  for  carbines  and  pistols. 


Additional  report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Of  Mobile,  May  23, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  from  Captain  Marchand  (whom  I  hare  recalled 
from  the  coast  of  Texas  to  re-enforce  my  blockading  force  here)  two  letters— -od^ 
written  by  Acting  Master  Lamson  of  the  Granite  City,  and  the  other  bj  Actin  jS 
Assistant  Surgeon  Boyden,  of  the  Wave — ^from  which  it  appears  that  ther  ha^^ 
come  to  the  conclusion,  as  most  of  those  gentlemen  do,  that  there  is  no  daagp'  ^ 
in  the  enemy's  country  so  long  as  you  do  not  see  it.  They  were  lying  withoa  ^ 
steam  or  any  precaution  against  attack,  and  the  enemy,  about  three  hondrec^ 
infantry  and  four  pieces  of  field  artillery,  opened  upon  them  at  the  ^'ftfnff^  o< 
perhaps  one  hundred  yards.  They  say  that  each  vessel  made  a  most  gaUant  de^ 
fence,  but  finally  had  to  surrender,  having  so  many  killed  or  wounded,  while  tiicr 
letters  show  that  there  were  only  ten  wounded  on  board  the  Granite  Citjt  two 
of  whom  have  since  died,  and  eight  wounded  on  board  the  Wave^  all  fleah  woindi. 
This  was  the  desperate  fighting  that  caused  them  to  surrender.  The 
on  shore  without  cover  of  any  kind. 
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ItiBveiT' aortifylng  to  Bee  my  veasels  behave  so  badly.  •  •  "  • 
TkeaviBtant  surgeon  says  the  commander  of  the  Wave  fought  a  gun  him- 
self, md  fbueht  forty  mhiutes  longer  than  the  Granite  City,  and  his  vessel  re- 
ceived two  snot  through  her  boilers  before  he  surrendered.  He  also  says  that 
a  small  amount  of  vigilance  would  have  prevented  the  disaster.  The  soldiers 
who  were  on  shore  were  also  captured. 

If  I  had  any  of  my  light-draught  vessels  I  would  try  and  recover  them,  and 
hope  to  do  80  yet ;  but  I  must  confine  myself  to  this  place  for  th«  present,  and 
aa  soon  as  I  have  some  vessels  I  will  send  them  there. 
The  letters  were  sent  out  by  flag  of  truce. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRA6UT, 
Rear-Admiraly  ConCdg  TV.  O.  B.  Squadron, 
Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nacy^  Washington,  D,  C. 


hetter  of  Rear- Admiral  Farragut  transmitting   report  of  Acting   Volunteer 

Lieutenant  B.  W,  Loring. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Of  Mobile,  June  9,  1864. 

Sir:  I  forward  herewith  (marked  No.  1)  a  report  made  to  Commodore  Palmer 
by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Benjamin  W.  Loring,  late  commanding  officer 
of  the  tin-clad  Wave,  captured  in  Calcasieu. 

I  find  nothing  in  the  report  to  change  the  views  expressed  by  me  in  my 
despatch  No.  199. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  IV.  G.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  B.  W.  Loring. 

Houston,  Texas,  May  9,  1864. 

Sir:  By  flag  of  truce  I  inform  you  that  the  United  States  steamers  Wave 
and  Granite  City,  while  lying  at  anchor  in  Calcasieu  bayou,  on  the  morning  of 
May  6,  at  daylight,  were  attacked  by  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy,  consisting 
of  a  battery  of  artillery  and  several  hundred  sharpshooters,  who  were  posted  in 
a  dense  chaparral,  about  one  hundred  yards  from  the  Granite  City.  Their  in- 
cessant fire  at  her  ports  was  so  severe  that,  after  discharging  about  thirty  rounds 
tem  her  guns,  ana  nearly  all  the  guns'  crews  being  wounded,  she  was  obliged 
to  Btmender.  The  Wave'haviug  received  a  shot  through  the  steam-drum,  escape 
beeame  impossible.  I  surrendered  her  afler  a  contest  of  one  hour  and  thirty- 
five  minutes.    Both  vessels  are  severely  cut  up. 

The  lieutenant  of  the  squad  of  soldiers  surrendered  his  command  without 
firing  a  shotf  although  posted  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  Our  pickets 
IImI  were  posted  on  the  line  of  the  enemy's  march  (Sabine  Pass)  have  not  yet 
been  heanf  from. 

Ob  board  the  Wave  were  five  men  severely  wounded,  (but  will  all  recover;) 
five  dlghUy  wounded  and  able  to  march. 
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On  board  the  Granite  Gitj  were  killed  John  W.  Tindall,  quartermaster ; 
Joseph  Johnson,  seaman,  mortally  wounded;  John  Jacobs,  qnartermaater; 
William  H.  Hajden,  ordinary  seaman;  Acting  Ensign  S.  B«  Tynell  was 
dangerously  wounded ;  Acting  Ensign  A.  H.  Berry,  severely  wounded ;  John 
Scott,  seaman,  one  arm  shot  off;  slightly  wounded,  eight.  A  boat's  crew  from 
the  Granite  City,  consisting  of  eight  men,  under  command  of  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Thomas  K.  Marshall,  away  above  on  night  picket  duty,  were  not  preseot 
during  the  acdon,  but  were  captured  on  their  return.  The  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Wave  behaved  in  the  most  gallant  manner  during  the  action.  Ensign 
Howard,  being  severely  wounded  in  the  left  hand,  (losing  one  finger,)  remained 
at  his  station.  Captain  Lamson,  of  the  Granite  City,  informs  me  that  his 
officers  and  men  performed  their  duties  to  his  entire  satis&ction,  remaining  at 
their  guns  as  long  as  there  was  enough  to  work  them.  The  surgeons  of  both 
vessels  remain  behind  in  charge  of  the  wounded,  but  will  join  us  at  this  place. 
We  are  well  treated  and  cared  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  W.  LOEING, 
Late  Commander  afiht  Wavt. 

Commodore  Jambs  S.  Palmbr, 

Cammandijig  U*  8.  Naval  Forces,  New  Orleans. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  • 

J.  S.  PALMER,  Commodore. 


DISASTER  TO  BOAT'S  CREW  OF  THE  STOCKDALE. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragul. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

May  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  capture  of  Acting  Ensign  John  Lowrie  and  Acting 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  Lockwood,  and  the  death  from  woundfl  <n 
Acting  Master*s  Mate  Gilbert  H.  Moore,  all  of  the  United  States  ateamer 
Stockdale,  (tin-clad,)  now  stationed  in  the  lake.  The  circumstances  are  detailed 
in  the  enclosed  report  (marked  No.  1)  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Edwards,  commanding  the  Stockdale.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  capture  of  the 
officers  and  the  death  of  Mr.  Moore  were  tlie  consequence  of  the  great  indiscretion 
of  the  officers,  or  that  of  Acting  Ensign  Lowrie. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  W.  G.  B.  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thomas  Edward$» 

m 

United  States  Steamer  Stockdalk* 

Lahe  Pontchartrain,  May  IT*  1864. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  respectfully  report  to  yoa  the  looa  of 
three  of  my  officers — Acting  Ensign  John  Lowrie  and  Acting  Third  Awitlant 
Engineer  Samuel  Lockwood,  taken  prisoners,  and  Acting  Ma8ter*s  Mate  GKlbat 
H.  Moore,  severely  wounded,  and  since  died. 
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'  Tto  ^ek^eamstanecs  of  the  captnre  are  the  following :  On  Monday  morning, 
M^y  W,  alxyvt  six  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  went  into  the  mouth  of  the  Chefunctee  river, 
where  the  emngglers  make  it  a  practice  of  running  whenever  the  opportunity 
affbirdB.'  After  I  oame  to  anchor,  the  executive  officer,  Mr.  Lowrie,  reported  to 
ne  he  "would  like  to  go  on  the  point  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  get  some 
sandft  ''I  gave  him  the  order  to  go,  and  gend  Mr.  Moore  as  officer  of  the  hont, 
with  fit«  men  well  armed,  and  to  have  the  bow  guns  trained  upon  the  point. 
The  boat  went  to  the  point  and  got  the  sand  and  came  on  board.  Not  having 
enoQ^  sand,  Mr.  Lowne  said  he  would  like  to  go  himdolf  this  time.  I  told  him 
to  go  and  be  back  as  soon  as  possible,  as  I  was  going  to  get  underway.  He 
went,  but  instead  of  going  to  the  point  after  the  sand,  he  went  about  four 
hundred  yards  up  the  river  from  the  point  into  the  mouth  of  a  small  bayou 
where  it  was  thickly  wooded,  and  the  moment  the  boat  stnick  the  shore  a  whole 
eompany  fired  into  them.  The  men  immediately  jumped  overboard,  (three 
colored  men  and  one  white  man,)  and  the  officers,  by  their  staying  in  the  boat., 
stopped  to  fight  them.  I  think  1  immediately  commenced  firing  my  bow  guns 
{30-pounder  Parrotts)  with  five-seconds  shell,  and  they  left,  but  taking  Mr.  Lowrie 
and  Mf;  Ijockwood  with  them,  leaving  Mr.  ^loore  overboard,  wounded.  As  I 
was  lying  about  four  hundn^l  yards  from  where  the  boat  landed,  I  immediatt'ly 
steamed  up  to  where  my  men  were,  and  got  them  and  the  boat,  still  shelling  the 
woods,  but  wounded  only  two  or  three,  which  I  have  since  learned.  I  th'Mi 
went  to  Mandeville,  sent  on  shore  by  flag  of  truce  to  get  my  officers,  if  kilhd. 
I  was  informed  that  ^fr.  Lowrie  was  wounded  in  the  shouhler,  and  Mr.  I^ockwood 
in  the  hand.  I  ixho  gained  intelhgence  that  this  was  an  expedition  of  cavalry, 
commanded  by  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ilill,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the 
Stockdale  should  she  go  into  the  Chefunctee  river  on  Sunday  night.  For  this 
puq>o.««e  they  had  six  boats  at  I^ouishuig,  but  on  Sunday  afternoon  I  went  and 
took  th(»m  all,  and  did  not  go  into  the  Chefunctee  river  on  Sunday  night.  They 
also  had  a  man  in  a  small  boat  to  make  a  sfijj^nal  should  I  come  in  the  river ; 
him  I  took  as  a  prisoner.  I  also  have  learned  since  that  they  have  three  e(»m- 
pauies  of  cavalry  nbout  three  niilet*  back  of  Louisburg.  1  also  respectfully 
report  the  capture  of  a  man  in  a  nmall  boat  runnhig  the  blockade  on  Sunday 
morning;  he  threw  everything  overboard  before  I  reached  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  EDWARDS, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 
Commodore  James  S.  Palmer, 

Commanding  Naval  Farces f  Xew  Orleans,  La. 


DESTKLXTION  OF  TIIP:  BLOCKADE  KrNNER  IVANHOE. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut. 

Flao-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

July  2,  1804. 

Sir:  It  give.s  me  pleasure  to  be  able  occasionally  to  announce  to  the  d(*piut- 
ment  the  dcHtruction  of  a  blockade  runner. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  ultimo,  at  lip.  m.,  a  steamer  attempted  to  pass  into 
Mobile,  but  the  vesseld  had  been  placed  in  anticipation  of  it,  and  the  little  de- 
spatch boat  Glasgow  was  in  the  swash  channel,  and  bo  soon  as  the  eastern  boat 
made  the  signal,  "vessel  running  in,"  the  Glasgow  ran  for  the  beach,  soon  dis- 
oorercd  her,  and  fired  ^yq  shots  at  her,  when  the  fort  opened  upon  the  Glasgow, 
but  the  blockade  runner  was  aground, 

In  the  morning  I  sent  the  gunboats  in  to  shell  her. 

33  N 
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I  presume  they  have  gotten  her  cargo  out  of  her,  bat  the  yessel  still  lietf  on 
the  beach,  and  I  hope  effectually  to  destroy  her. 

I  do  not  know  what  vessel  it  is,  but  they  say  it  is  not  the  Denbeigh. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Gt.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  W.  (?.  B,  Squadrtm, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Additional  report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  G,  Farragui. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

July  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  am  happy  to  announce  to  you  the  burning  of  the  blockade  runne' 
which  I  informed  you  was  run  on  shore  by  the  Glasgow  a  few  nights  since  unde' 
the  forts.  Yesterday,  the  5th,  I  permitted  Captain  Drayton  to  send  in  a  boat 
expedition,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  J.  Crittenden  Watson,  my  flag- 
lieutenant,  composed  of  three  boats  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  H. 
B.  Tyson,  Ensigns  William  G.  Dana,  William  H.  Whiting,  and  G.  B.  Glidden, 
and  Master's  Mate  R.  P.  Herrick,  and  one  boat  from  the  Brooklyn,  in  charge  of 
Ensign  C.  H.  Pendleton  and  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Commons.  The 
boarding  party  was  covered  by  the  gunboats  Metacomet,  Lieutenant  Commander 
J.  E.  Jouett,  and  Kennebec,  Lieutenant  Commander  W.  P.  McCann.  The  duty 
was  performed  promptly ;  the  vessel  boarded  without  resistance,  and  Bet  on  fire. 
We  discovered  the  flames  twenty  minutes  before  1  a.  m.,  and  she  burned  nndl  3 
a.  m.  The  party  all  returned  by  2.30  a.  m.  The  whole  was  performed  with 
great  judgment  and  discretion. 

The  enemy's  forces  were  lying  within  a  short  distance,  but  they  did  not  open 
fire  on  our  people  until  the  flames  burst  out. 

I  t'lke  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  Captain  Drayton's  report  and  my 
general  order,  and  hope  the  conduct  of  those  of  the  expedition  will  be  worthy 
of  your  notice. 

We  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  the  name  of  the  vessel. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Report  of  Captain  P.  Drayton, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Of  Mobile,  July  6.  1864. 

Sir:  I  bog  leave  to  report  that  it  being  important  to  destroy  the  blockade 
runner  which  was  chased  on  shore  near  Fort  Morgan  on  the  night  of  the  1st  in- 
stant, and  the  Are  of  our  vessels  having  apparantly  failed  to  accomplish  this 
object,  Flag-Lieutenant  Watson  offered  to  go  in  and  set  her  on  fire. 

For  this  purpose  he  was  piven  (last  evening)  three  of  the  Hartford's  and  one 
of  the  Brooklyn's  boats,  which  were  towed  into  position  after  dark  by  the  Meta- 
comet, Lieutenant  Commander  Jouett,  and  the  Kennebec,  Lieutenant  CcHiiiiiaiider 
McCann ;  these  vessels  afterwards  covered  the  movement    About  1  ft.  ol  this 
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monnng  the  blockade  runner  was  boarded  and  set  on  fire  in  two  places,  from  the 
effects  of  wbich  sbe  bas,  I  sbould  say,  been  rendered  utterly  useless.  The 
boats  then  returned  to  the  covering  vessels,  and  were  towed  off  to  the  fleet. 

The  whole  affair  was  well  managed,  and  very  creditable  to  Lieutenant  Wat- 
eon  and  to  his  assistants,  Lieutenant  Tyson,  Ensigns  Whiting,  Gliddcn,  Dana, 
and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Herrick,  of  this  vessel,  and  Ensign  Pendleton,  of  the 
Brooklyn ;  and  although  offering,  as  it  proved,  few  difficulties  of  execution,  still 
there  was  every  reason  to  suppose  beforehand  that  the  enemy  would  not,  with- 
out a  stubborn  resistance,  permit  a  vessel  to  be  destroyed  so  near  a  strongly 
garrisoned  fort,  and  immediately  under  the  fire  of  its  guns. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Captain. 
Bear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Cam:dg  W.  G,  B,  Squadron,  U.  S,  Flag-Ship  Hartford,  of  MobUe, 


General  Order  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  G.  Farragut, 

[General  Order  No.  9.] 

Flag-Ship  Hartford, 
Off  Mobile  Bay,  July  6,  1864. 

The  admiral  commanding  has  much  pleasure  in  announcing  to  the  fleet,  what 
anxiously  looked  for  last  night  by  hundreds,  the  destruction  of  the  blockade 
nmner  ashore,  under  the  rebel  batteries,  by  an  expedition  in  boats. 

Three  boats  of  the  Hartford,  under  command  of  Flag-Lieiitenant  J.  Critten- 
den Watson,  and  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  H.  B.  Tyson,  Ensigns  William  S. 
Dana*  William  II.  Whiting,  and  J.  B.  D.  Glidden,  and  Master's  Mate  Richard 
P.  Herrick,  and  one  boat  of  the  Brooklyn,  in  charge  of  Ensign  C.  H.  Pendleton, 
were  despatched  for  the  purpose,  and  the  boarding  party  was  covered  by  the 
pmboats  Metacomet,  Lieutenant  Commander  James  E.  Jouett,  and  Kennebec, 
Lieutenant  Commander  William  P.  McCann. 

Assistant  Surgeon  William  Commons,  of  the  Hartford,  accompanied  the  ex- 
pedition as  medical  officer. 

The  steamer  was  boarded  and  set  on  fire,  and  the  entire  conduct  of  the  expe- 
dition was  marked  by  a  promptness  and  enegy  which  shows  what  may  be  ex- 
pected of  such  officers  and  men  on  similar  occasions. 

They  have  the  thanks  of  the  admiral  commanding  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  performed  their  respective  duties. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rcar-Admiral,  Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron, 


Additional  report  of  Caj)tain  P.  Drayton, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Suhadron, 

Off  Mohde,  Julys,  18G4. 

Sir  :  It  being  a  matter  of  some  interest  to  know  the  extent  of  injury  d(me 
to  the  blockade  runner  by  tlie  burning  to  which  she  wa?  subjected  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  instant,  Lieutenant  Watson  volunteered  to  go  in  for  the 
purpose  of  examining,  and,  if  found  necej^sary,  of  blowing  her  up  ln:<t  night. 

Two  armed  boats  from  this  vessel  were  given  him,  and  accompanied  by 
lieutenants  Tyson,  Adams,  and  Jones,  and  Acting  Master's  ^f-ite  Hawthorne. 
He  WM  taken  in  by  the  United  States  steamer  Pinola,  Lieutenant  Commander 
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Stanton,  but  in  the  darkness  the  vessel  could  not  be  found,  and  the  botats  while 
going  along  the  beach  in  search  of  her,  were  several  times  hailed,  thus  giving 
the  alarm,  so  that  on  approaching  the  steamer  they  were  received  with  heavy 
volleys  of  musketry  and  grape.  Protected,  as  they  were,  however,  by  the  dark- 
ness, only  one  man,  William  Hawkins,  was  struck,  and  he  with  a  musket  ball, 
from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  to-day.  The  party,  being  too  weak  for  attack 
under  the  circumstances,  withdrew  and  returned  to  the  Pinola  without  further 
accident. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  DRAYTON,  Ca/YaiJi. 
Rear-Admiral  David  G.  Farragut, 

Coimnanding    West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Forwarded. 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT,  Rear-Admiral 


Additional  report  of  Rear-Admiral  D,  G.  Farragut. 

Flao-Ship  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Of  Mobile,  July  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that,  by  the  enclosed  slip 
from  a  Mobile  paper  of  the  5th  instant,  the  blockade  runner  we  destroyed  lax?t 
week,  is  the  Ivanhoe,  one  of  those  named  in  our  consular  despatches. 

We  ran  another  on  shore  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  very  close  under  Fort 
Morgan,  which  made  it  more  difficult  to  destroy  her  without  subjecting  our  ves- 
sels to  the  similar  risk  of  getting  on  shore.  This  steamer  succeeded  last  night 
in  getting  off  and  running  into  tlie  bay  ;  she  is  also  a  new  vessel,  and  wc  do  not 
know  her  name  ;  we  shelled  her  at  intervals  for  two  days. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  JV.  G.  B,  Sfiuadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  if  the  Navy,  Washington. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLOCKADE  RLTSTfER  MATAGORDA. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D,  G.  Farragut. 

Flao-Ship  Tenn^:ssee,  West  Gi:lf  Blockading  Squadron, 

Off  Mobile,  July  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  to  the  department  tie  dcstractioD  of  a 
blockade  runner  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  which  Commander  Woolsey  informs  me 
is  the  well-known  steamer  Matagorda.  She  was  destroyed,  on  the  morning  ot 
the  8th  instant,  by  the  Kanawha,  Penguin,  and  Aroostook,  afler  ranuing  oat  of 
Galveston. 

I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  B.  B.  Taylor,  of  the 
Kanawha. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FAKRAGUT,  Rear-Admiral 
Hon.  Gideon  Wells, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  B.  B,  Taylor, 

United  States  Gunboat  Kanawha, 

Off  Galveston,  Texas,  July  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  while  lying  at  my  station,  (main  ship 
channel.)  of  the  entrance  into  Galveston,  last  evening,  7th  instant,  a  steamer  was 
discovered  at  11  o'clock,  standing  to  the  southwest  close  under  the  land.  I  im- 
mediately slipped  the  cahle,  spread  fires,  signalized  the  fleet,  and  started  in 
pnrsuit,  following  as  close  in  shore  as  was  deemed  safe,  keeping  the  stranger 
in  eight  (although  she  was  continually  changing  her  course)  until  nearly  day- 
break, when,  finding  she  had  stopped,  and  supposing  she  had  run  on  shore,  I 
ran  down  and  spoke  the  steamer  Penguin,  blockading  off  San  Luis  Pass, 
ordering  him  to  come  up  at  daybreak  to  assist  me  in  getting  her  off  or  destroy- 
ing her.  I  then  returned  to  the  steamer  and  discovered  that  she  was  not  ashore, 
but  standing  under  the  land  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  and  throwing  over- 
board her  cotton.  I  immediately  opened  on  her  with  my  guns,  and  succeeded, 
after  three  shots,  in  driving  her  on  shore.  I  kept  up  a  brisk  fire,  being  joined 
by  the  Penguin,  until  the  crew  were  compelled  to  quit  the  vessel.  I  then  sent 
in  three  boats,  one  from  this  vessel  and  two  from  the  Penguin,  under  command 
of  Acting  Master  Durham,  of  the  Penguin,  to  see  if  she  could  be  gotten  off;  if 
not,  to  set  her  on  fire.  The  boats  approached  within  about  thirty  yards  of  the 
vessel,  when  they  were  opened  on  by  about  150  riflemen  and  compelled  to 
retnm,  the  commanding  officer  being  slightly  wounded.  The  officer  in  charge 
reported  that  the  vessel  was  sunk,  and  it  would  bo  impossible  to  get  her  off. 
We  then  recommenced  firing,  and  shortly  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
vessel  in  flames.  1  would  state  that  the  United  States  gunboat  Aroostook 
joined  us  about  half  past  six  o'clock,  and  also  opened  tire  on  the  steamer.  We 
continued  firing  until  the  vessel  was  a  complete  wreck  and  on  fire  fore  and  aft. 
The  blockade  runner  was  a  side-wheel,  single-stack  vessel,  painted  lead  color, 
and  very  slow,  the  Kanawha  having  no  difficulty  in  overhauling  her. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  TAYLOR, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 

Commander  M.  B.  Woolsey, 

Commanding  3d  Division  IV.  G.  B,  Squadron, 

U.  S,  S,  Princess  RoycUy  off  Galveston,  Texas. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  SALT  WORKS  ON  BONSECOURS  BAY. 
Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  G.  Farragut. 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Mobile  Bay,  Ala.,  September  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  the  department  the  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  Wiggin,  giving  an  account  of  the  destruction  of 
extensive  salt  works  on  Bonsecours  bay,  and  a  rough  sketch  showing  their 
position  on  both  t<ides  of  Bonsecours  river. 

There  were  iitty-five  furnaces,  in  which  were  manufactured  nearly  two 
thoosand  buj»helt<  of  salt  per  day,  and  their  destruction  must  necessarily  seri- 
owly  inconvenience  the  rebels. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wiggin  has  carried  out  my  orders  thoroughly. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT,  Rear^ Admiral 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,    Washington,  D.  C,     ' 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Oeorge  Wiggin, 

United  States  Steamer  Tritonia, 

Mobile  Bay,  September  10,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  left  the 
anchorage  off  Fort  Morgan,  on  Thursday  morning,  September  8,  at  7  o'clock 
a.  m.,  accompanied  by  the  United  States  steamers  Bodolph  and  Stockdale,  also 
an  army  transport. 

We  arrived  off  Bonsecours  bar  at  10  a.  m.  I  anchored  this  vessel  and  went 
on  board  the  Rodolph  with  the  pilot,  and  proceeded  in  over  the  bar,  followed 
by  the  Stockdale ;  10.30,  came  to  anchor  off  Salt-house  Point,  in  twelVe  feet 
of  water,  one  mile  above  the  bar. 

I  immediately  pent  on  shore  an  armed  boat's  crew  from  each  vessel,  and,  ac- 
companied by  Captains  Upham  and  Edwards,  proceeded  to  examine  the  salt 
works. 

We  found  fifty-five  furnaces,  averaging  eighteen  pans  or  pots  each,  making  a 
total  of  near  one  thousand,  and  capable  of  making  two  bushels  of  salt  to  a  pan 
per  day.  We  commenced  the  dcstniction  of  them  by  breaking  the  pans  and 
furnaces,  and  cutting  the  pumps,  tearing  the  brick  work,  &c.  We  did  not  finish 
breaking  them  until  near  five  o'clock  yesterday  evening,,  when  we  set  all  the 
sheds  covering  the  works,  and  also  the  quarters  attached,  on  fire,  some  two 
hundred  buildings  altogether.  The  destruction  was  complete.  I  fonnd  some 
of  the  works  will  built  and  very  strong,  particularly  one  known  as  the  Memphis 
Works,  said  to  have  cost  800,000.  This  one  we  were  obliged  to  blow  up  be- 
fore we  could  get  at  the  pans.  Another  work  which  was  very  strong,  and  well 
built,  said  to  have  cost  850,000.  These  works  were  the  largest,  each  having 
twenty-eight  pans.  The  whole  works  covering  an  area  of  a  square  mile.  I 
learned  from  the  inhabitants  that  they  averaged  some  two  thousand  bushels  of 
salt  per  day. 

There  are  about  ten  families  living  on  the  bay  and  river.  They  seem  well 
disposed  and  glad  to  see  us.  The  entrance  is  shallow  ;  four  feet  of  water  can 
be  carried  in  at  low  water.  We  saw  no  troops  or  heard  of  them  nearer  than 
twenty  miles.  I  learned  that  everything  has  been  destroyed  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fish  river. 

I  regret  very  much  to  report  that  Mr.  Trundy,  acting  master's  mate,  acci- 
dentally shot  hims*elf  through  the  right  hand,  by  his  own  revolver  going  off  in 
his  belt.     He  will  lose  a  finger. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  WIGGIN, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commandifg, 

Admiral  D.  G.  Farragtt, 

Com  ma  fid  I /tg  JVe,st  Gvlf  Blochadivg  Squadron. 


SECOND  EXPEDITION  TO  BONSECOIJRS  BAY. 
Ileport  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  G,  Farragut, 

Flag-Ship  Hartford,  W.  G.  B.  SauADRorf, 

Mobile  Bay^  t<eptemher  13,  1864^ 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  in  a  previous  despatch  (No.  405)  to  report  to  the  de- 
partment  the  results   of  an  expedition   under  Acting  Volunteer  Lientenant 
George  AViggin,  of  the  Tritonia,  for  the  destruction  of  extensive  Bait  wozkB  in 
Bonsecours  bay. 
On  the  night  of  the  10th  instant  I  again  despatched  the  same  officer  to  Hill 
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river,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  possession  of  an  engine  used  in  a  saw-mill  on 
this  stream,  as  well  as  to  assist  the  army  in  procuring  lumber  at  this  place. 

The  tin-clads  Stockdale  and  Rodolph  were,  as  before,  the  vessels  employed 
in  the  expedition,  being  the  only  steamers  which,  from  their  light  draught,  could 
he  used  for  such  purpose.  An  army  transport  called  the  Planter,  with  a  barge 
in  tow,  containing  some  two  hundred  soldiers,  formed  part  of  the  force. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  the  vessels  crossed  Fish  river  bar,  and  proceeded 
up  the  river,  which  is  represented  as  being  very  narrow  and  crooked,  to  Smith's 
mill.  The  engine  had  been  taken  from  the  mill  and  buried,  but  it  was,  after 
some  difficulty,  dug  out,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  fly-wheel  and  bed-plate, 
removed  safely.  The  army  succeeded  in  obtaining  about  60,000  feet  of  lumber 
and  aome  live  stock. 

On  their  return,  our  vessels  were  attacked  from  Peter's  Bluff,  at  one  of  the 
sharp  bends  of  the  river,  by  sixty  or  seventy  rebels,  armed  with  rifles,  who  had 
alao  felled  several  large  trees  across  the  stream.  The  fire  wiis  returned  from 
our  howitzers,  and  the  Rodolph,  in  advance,  broke  through  the  obstructions^ 
and  all  the  other  vessels  followed  in  safety.  The  only  casualties  were  the 
slightly  wounding  of  one  officer  and  two  men  on  the  Stockdale.  The  smoke- 
stacks of  that  vessel  were  knocked  over,  and  a  boat  of  the  Tritonia  was  lost  by 
being  jammed  between  that  vessel  and  the  bank.  The  manner  in  which  the 
expedition  was  carried  out  reflects  credit  on  the  officers  engaged  in  it.  I 
biiewith*  forward  (marked  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3)  the  reports  of  Acting  Volunteer 
lieutenant  Wiggin,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Upham,  and  Acting  Master 
Bemis,  together  with  a  sketch  of  the  localities,  (No.  4.) 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  G.  FARRAGUT, 
Rear.Admiral,  Commanding  W,  G.  B.  Squadron, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  if  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  Wiggin, 

United  States  Steamer  Tritonia, 

Mobile  Bay,  September  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  got  under 
way  at  11.30  on  Saturday  night,  September  10,  to  look  for  the  army  transport 
Planter,  but  found  that  she  had  gone.  I  steamed  up,  and  signalled  to  the  Ro- 
dolph and  Stockdale  to  get  under  way  and  follow. 

We  arrived  off  Fish  river,  and  came  to  anchor  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.  At  6 
o'clock  saw  the  army  tnuisport  near  Grant's  Pass,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
bay ;  8.30  a.  m.  i»he  stopped  along^^ide,  and  reported  that  she  had  lost  her  way. 
I  went  on  board  the  Stockdale  with  armed  boat,  accompanied  by  two  officers 
and  a  pilot.  I  got  under  way,  and  steamed  in  at  once  over  the  bar,  the  Ro- 
dolph following.  At  9.30  a.  m.  entered  the  river,  which  we  found  narrow  and 
crooked,  but  very  deep;  some  of  the  turns  were  so  short  that  we  had  to  use 
lines  to  swing  the  boats.  We  found  C0,000  feet  of  lumber  and  some  stock, 
which  the  army  took  ou  board  of  the  barge.  We  also  found  the  engine,  which 
we  brought  off,  with  the  exception  of  the  fly-wheel  and  bed- plate. 

The  army  tmn^^port  did  not  get  ready  to  leave  until  near  dark,  the  Rodolph 
taking  the  lead,  the  transport  next,  and  I  brought  up  the  rear  in  the  Stockdale. 

When  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  and  in  a  short  bend,  just  as  we  fouled 
the  bank,  we  were  attacked  by  the  enemy;  we  iramediat(4y  returned  the  Are 
with  canister,  shrapnell,  and  musketry.  In  getting  clear  we  swept  our  smoke- 
■tacks  down,  and  also  our  flag-staff,  derricks,  &c.    Here  I  lost  my  boat,  with 
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five  muskets  and  equipments,  hj  being  jammed  between  the  steamer  and  the 
bank.  It  was  very  dark  on  the  river,  and  about  as  much  as  Mr.  Robert  Moore 
(the  pilot)  and  myself  could  do  to  keep  the  boat  out  of  the  woods. 

For  details  please  see  Captains  Upham  and  Bemis's  report. 

I  learned  from  a  refugee  this  morning  that  the  rebels  were  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Mun*ay  in  person. 

We  got  clear  of  the  bank  and  steamed  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  shelling 
tlio  bank;  as  we  came  along,  9  o'clock  a  m.,  we  came  to  anchor  in  Week's  bay 
without  further  accident.  At  5  a.  m.  this  morning  we  got  under  way,  and 
crossed  over  the  flatrj  and  out  into  Mobile  bay,  bringing  five  feet  of  water  all 
the  way. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Stockdale  all  behaved  well,  and  also  did  my 
boat's  crew,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Jaschke,  acting  master's  mate,  who  worked  a 
howitzer,  and  superintended  the  powder  division. 

Mr.  Home,  acting  third  assistant  engineer,  belonging  to  this  vessel,  did  take 
a  very  active  part  in  the  aifair,  and  deserves  much  credit  for  coolness  and  the 
good  example  that  he  set  the  others. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  WIGGIN, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding 

Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragl  r. 

Commanding  W.  G.  B,  Squadron,  Mobile  Bay,  Ala, 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  D.  Upkam. 

United  States  Steamer  Rodolph, 

Mobile  Bay,  September  12,  1864. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  instructions,  I  got  under  way  at  12  30  a.  m.,  11th 
inptant,  and  ran  across  the  bay,  in  company  with  the  Tritonia  and  Stockdale; 
anchored  off  the  mouth  of  Fish  river  at  3  a.  m. ;  8.  30  a.  m.  got  under  way  and 
proceeded  up  the  river.  At  1 1 .30  made  fast  to  the  bank  at  Smith's  mill,  where 
we  remained  until  6.30  p.  m.,  when  I  started  down  the  river,  followed  by  the 
army  transport  Planter,  with  barge  of  lumber  in  tow,  and  the  Stockdale; 
cleared  ship  for  action.  When  abreast  of  Peter's  Bluff,  I  stopped  in  order  to  run 
a  line  to  swing  around  the  bend,  when  a  party  of  rebels  (should  judge  some  fifty 
or  sixty)  opened  fire  on  us  with  musketry,  several  shots  going  through  our 
armor;  returned  their  fire  with  canister,  shell,  and  rifles.  After  getting  through 
the  bond,  where  the  river  is  very  narrow,  1  discovered  that  obstructions  had 
been  thrown  across  the  river  since  we  had  passed  up  in  the  morning;  they  con- 
sisted of  three  large  pine  trees  from  each  bank,  extending  entirely  across  the 
river;  succeeded  in  breaking  through  them  with  little  damage  to  the  vessel, 
and  proceeded  down  the  river.  Came  to  anchor  in  Week's  bay,  at  mouth  of 
river,  at  8.30  p.  m„  in  order  to  protect  the  ste^jner  Planter  and  lumber  barge, 
which  was  aground;  5  a.  m.  this  day  got  under  way,  proceeded  across  the  bar; 
9.30  a.  m.  anchored  at  the  fleet  in  ^lobile  bay.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  no 
one  was  wounded  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

The  amount  of  ammunition  expended  was  six  rifle  shells,  30-poundcr  Parrott; 
eight  canister,  24-pounder  howitzer;  two  shrapnell. 

I  amj  sir,  very  respectfully, 

GEORGE  D.  UPHAM, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  George  Wiggix, 

Commanding  Expedition, 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  8.  N.  Bennis. 

United  States  Steamer  Stockdale, 
Mobile  Bay,  Alabama,  September  12,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  and  in  accordance  with  signals  previously 
arranged,  at  12.30  a.  m.,  September  11,1  got  under  way,  and  followed  the  United 
States  steamers  Tritonia  and  llodolph  up  Mobile  bay.  At  3.20  a.  m.  came  to  an- 
chor off  the  mouth  of  Fish  river.  At  6  a.  m.  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  you  on 
board  as  the  commander  of  the  expedition.  At  8  a.  m.  the  army  steamer 
Planter,  with  a  barge  in  tow  and  about  200  troops,  came  up  to  us.  At  8.30 
a.  m.  got  under  way,  crossed  the  bar,  and  proceeded  up  Fish  river  in  company 
with  die  llodolph  and  Planter.  At  11.30  a.  m.  arrived  at  Smith's  mills,  and 
made  fast  alongside  of  the  Planter ;  remained  there  until  6.30  p.  m.,  then  cast 
off  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  following  the  Rodolph  and  Planter.  When 
abreast  of  CottrePs  wood  landing,  a  party  of  about  sixty  or  seventy  rebels  fired 
upon  UB  with  rifles.  We  immediately  returned  the  fire  with  canister  and 
shrapnell  from  24-pounder  howitzer,  and  with  shell  from  30-pounder  Parrott 
rifles.  The  river  being  very  narrow,  and  the  bends  very  short,  unfortunately 
this  vessel  in  working  got  against  the  bank  of  the  river  and  under  some  heavy 
trees,  which  knocked  down  and  injured  our  smoke-stacks,  and  caused  some 
damage  to  the  upper  light  work.  At  8.30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Fish  bay, 
covering  the  Planter,  who  was  aground  on  the  bar. 

Acting  Master's  Mate  F.  R.  Jaschkee,  of  the  Tritonia,  has  my  thanks  for 
his  gallant  conduct  in  taking  charge  of  two  24-pounder  howitzers,  and  firing 
them  with  precision.  I  trust  that  his  good  behavior  will  receive  the  considera- 
tion of  Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farragut.  The  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  be- 
haved well.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  one  officer  and  two  men  were 
slightly  wounded. 

The  following  is  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended,  viz:  15  shrapnell,  15 
canister,  and  nine  shells  from  24-pounder  howitzers;  20  5-second  shell  from  30- 
pounder  Parrott  rifles. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SPIRO  V.  BENNIS, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding* 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  George  Wir.r.ixs, 

Co?nmanding  Expedition. 
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MISSISSIPPI  SQUADRON. 


RED  RIVER  EXPEDITION. 
CO-OPERATION  WITH  THE  ARMY  UNDER  MAJOR  GENERAL  BANES. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Off  Red  River,  March  2,  1864. 
Sir  :    I  came  down  here  anticipating  a  move  on  the  part  of  the  army  up 
towards  Shreveport ;  but  as  the  river  is  lower  than  it  has  been  known  to  be  for 
years,  I  much  fear  that  the  combined  movement  cannot  come  off  without  inter- 
fering with  plans  formed  by  General  Grant. 

General  Sherman  has  gone  to  New  Orleans  to  make  arrangements  with 
General  Banks,  and  1  am  expecting  his  return  every  day.  In  me  mean  time 
the  gunboats  are  up  the  Atchafalaya  and  Black  rivers,  destroying  bridges  and 
stores,  and  endeavoring  to  destroy  8,000  cattle  collected  at  Sicily  island. 

The  Mississippi  river  is  very  quiet,  and  the  rebels  retreated  into  the  interior 
on  hearing  of  the  advance  of  the  gunboats. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  lUar-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
*    Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Was7iington,  D.  C, 


CAPTURE  OF  SIMMSPORT  AND  FORT  DE  RUS8Y. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  D  Porter, 

Mississippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Fort  DeRussy,  Red  River,  March  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  I  was  about  to  ascend  Red  river 
with  a  fleet  of  gunboats,  in  companv  with  a  portion  of  General  Sherman's  com- 
mand, or  that  of  General  Banks,  whichever  concluded  to  go. 

On  the  7  th  of  ^larch  I  had  assembled  at  the  mouth  of  Red  ziver  a  large  fleet 
of  ironclads,  composed  of  the  following  vessels  : 

Essex,  Commander  Robert  Townsend. 

Benton,  Lieutenant  Commander  James  A.  Greer. 

Lafayette,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  P.  Foster. 

Choctaw,  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  M.  Ramsey. 

Chiilicothe,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  S.  P.  Couthouy. 

Ozark,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  W.  Browne. 

Louisville,  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  K.  Owen. 

Carondelet,  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  G.  MitchelL 

Eastport,  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps. 

Pittsburg,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Hoel. 
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Moand  City,  Actinpj  Volunteer  Lientenant  A.  R.  Langthome. 

Osage,  Lieutenant  Commander  T.  0.  Selfridge.  * 

Neoeho,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Howai'd. 

Ouachita,  Lieutenant  Commander  Byron  Wilson. 

Fort  Hindman,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  Pearce. 
And  the  lighter  boats  : 

Lexington,  Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache. 

Cricket,  Acting  Master  H.  H.  Qorringe. 

Gazelle,  Acting  Master  Charles  Thatcher. 

Black  Hawk,  Lieutenant  Commander  K.  R.  Breese. 

I  received  communications  from  General  Banks  informing  me  that  he  would 
be  in  Alexandria  on  the  17th  March,  and  I  made  my  dispositions  to  meet  him 
there.  On  the  11th  instant  part  of  General  Sherman's  command,  ten  thousand 
men,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  A.  J.  iSmith,  joined  me  in 
transports  at  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  and  next  morning  early  the  gunboats 
started  up  the  river,  followed  by  the  transports.  There  was  just  sufficient  water 
to  allow  the  larger  boats  to  pass.  By  previous  arrang(?ment,  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Phelps,  in  the  p]a^*tport,  was  ordered  to  push  on  up  with  his  vessel  and 
those  that  could  keep  with  hira,  and  clear  away  the  heavy  obstructions  the  rebels 
bad  placed  in  the  river,  and  to  amuse  the  fort  until  the  army  could  land  at 
Simmsport  and  got  into  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  works,  which  could  be  done  by 
making  a  march  of  thirty  miles. 

The  Benton,  Pitt.-^burg,  Chillicothe,  Louisville,  Mound  City,  Carondelet, 
Ouachita,  Lexington,  and  (iazelle  turned  oflF  to  the  left  into  the  Atchafalaya, 
followed  by  the  troops,  while  the  others  went  on  up  the  river.  The  gunboats 
arrived  at  Simm8})ort  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  found  the  enemy  posted  in 
force  about  three  miles  back.  The  Benton  landed  her  crew  and  drove  in  the 
pickets.  The  army  came  along  in  about  half  an  hour  more  and  landed  the  next 
morning,  taking  j)()f*sc's.-?ion  of  the  enen\y*8  camping  ground,  the  latter  retreating 
towards  Fort  DeRussy.  That  night  General  Smith  concluded  to  follow  them 
by  land,  while  I  proeeodod  up  Red  river  with  all  the  gunboais  and  transports. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Eastport  had  reached  the  obstructions,  and,  with  the 
Tessels  that  kept  pace  with  lier,  had  commenced  the  work  of  demolition  on  the 
formidable  barricade,  on  which  the  rebels  had  been  employed  five  months. 
They  supposed  it  impassable,  but  our  energetic  sailors,  with  hard  work,  opened 
a  passage  in  a  few  huurs.  The  obstructions  consisted  of  heavy  piles  driven  into 
the  mud,  and  braced  in  vvi^ry  direction  j  they  were  also  clamped  together  with 
heavy  iron  plates  and  chains. 

The  Eastport  and  Neosho  got  through  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  proceeded  up  to  the  fort,  which  at  that  moment  was  being  surrounded  by 
the  troops  under  G<*neral  Smith,  who  had  marched  from  Simmsport  since  day- 
light. A  brisk  musketry  fire  was  going  on  between  the  rebels  and  our  troops, 
and  they  were  so  close  to<ijether  it  was  dillicult  to  distinguish  the  combatants. 
The  Eastport  opened  her  batteries,  but,  fearing  to  injure  our  own  men,  ceased 
firing,  when  our  troops  y)roceeded  to  the  assault  and  carried  the  place.  In  a  few 
moments,  and  with  small  loss,  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  eight  heavy  guns, 
and  two  field-pieces  fell  into  our  hands,  and  all  the  munitions  of  war. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  5,000  strong,  under  the  rebel  General  Walker, 
made  their  escape.  They  left  the  fort,  it  was  said,  to  give  battle  to  our  troops, 
and  left  a  garrismi  of  300  men  to  defend  it.  Our  anny  came  in  by  a  different 
road  from  what  they  expected  and  made  short  work  of  them.  Among  the  guns 
captured  was  one  of  the  Indianola's  9-inch  and  one  behniging  to  the  Harriet 
Lane.  The  rest  of  the  guns  were  24  and  32  pounders  and  one  160-pounder 
ifle. 

As  soon  as  the  fort  was  in  possession  of  the  troops  I  sent  off  up  the  river  th 
fleetest  gunboats  I  had,  to  cut  the  enemy  off,  if  possible,  or  harass  them  until 
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onr  troops  could  be  placed  on  the  transports.    By  sunset  the  transports  will  be 
in  Alexandria  and  ahead  of  the  rebels,  and  i  hope  the  latter  will  be  cut  off. 

These  works  have  been  made  much  more  formidable  than  they  were  last  year, 
and  the  loss  of  guns  must  be  severely  felt  by  the  rebels,  as  they  have  only  15 
more  heavy  ones  in  this  section  of  the  country.  The  whole  affair  has  been  well 
managed ;  the  troops  made  a  splendid  march  and  attack,  and  the  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the  gunboats  and  transports  have  shown  great  zeal  and  industry  in 
getting  up  the  river  and  through  the  obstructions  which  the  rebels  deemed  im- 
passable. 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  my  last  report  that  in  the  recent  attack  on  Trinity  by 
the  gunboats,  a  number  of  negroes  were  recaptured  who  wore  captured  by  the 
enemy  in  a  recent  attack  upon  Goodrich's  landing. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  guns  captured  at  Fort  De  Russy,  with  their 
numbers,  as  some  of  them  appear  to  be  heavy  guns.  The  Ordnance  bureau 
may  be  able  to  account  for  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navj/,  Washington,  D.  C 


List  of  guns  captured  at  Fort  De  Rttssy  water  battery. 

One  32-pounder,  33  cwt.,  F.  P.  F.,  No.  227,  navy,  in  barbette,  J.  S.  C. 
Proven  1847. 

One  31-pounder,  33  cwt.,  F.  P.  F.,  No.  226,  navy,  in  barbette,  J.  S.  C. 
Prover  1847. 

Two  9-inch  Dahlgren  guns.  No  marks  could  be  discovered  on  these  guns, 
but  they  bore  all  the  evidence  of  having  been  in  service  in  the  navy,  the  remains 
of  gun-blacking  being  on  them.  Both  lugs  were  cut  for  locks  with  the  usual 
composition ;  piece  fitted  in  to  spare  lug. 

One  32-pounder,  60  cwt.,  1827,  navy  gun. 

One  32-pounder  United  States  rifled,  marked  W.  J.  W.,  No.  289. 

This  gun  is  an  old  army  32-pounder,  rifled,  with  band  shrunk  on  the  breech 

Two  24-pounder  siege  guns,  two  6-pounder  field-pieces,  in  hiU  battery. 


MOVEMENT  UPON  ALEXANDRIA.— AFFAIRS  IN  THAT  PLACE. 
Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 
Of  Alexandria,  La.,  March  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  at  this  place  this  after- 
noon. As  soon  as  the  forts  were  surrendered,  I  pushed  on  the  fastest  vessels, 
Ouachita  and  Lexington,  followcjd  by  the  Eastport,  to  Alexandria.  ITie 
Ouachita  arrived  here  as  the  last  of  a  fleet  of  transports  passed  over  the 
falls.  The  rebels  set  fire  to  a  large  ferry-boat,  and  one  of  the  boats  ground- 
ing on  the  falls,  was  also  burnt,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  our  hands.  As 
no  reliable  pilot  could  be  procured  to  take  our  boats  across  the  falls,  the  tftos- 
ports  will  have  to  escape  for  the  present,  but  are  sure  to  be  captured  or  de- 
stroyed before  the  month  is  over.  The  surrender  of  the  forts  at  Point  De 
Russy  is  of  much  more  importance  than  I  at  first  supposed.  The  rebels  bad 
depended  on  that  point  to  stop  any  advance  of  army  or  navy  into  thLi  part  of 
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febeldoin.  Large  quantities  of  amiimnition,  best  engineers,  and  best  troops  were 
Bent  tbere,  and  in  two  or  three  months  more  it  would  have  been  a  most  for- 
midable place.  As  it  was,  it  was  not  complete  (though  the  guns  were  in 
position,)  and  would  have  stood  a  very  poor  chance  if  attacked  in  force.  The 
worki  have  been  laid  out  by  a  Colonel  De  Eussy,  and  are  of  the  most  exten- 
sive and  formidable  kind.  Colonel  De  Russy,  from  appearances,  is  a  most 
excellent  engineer  to  build  forts,  but  don't  seem  to  know  what  to  do  with  them 
after  they  are  constructed.  The  same  remark  may  apply  to  his  obstructions, 
which  look  well  on  paper,  but  don't  stop  our  advance.  The  efforts  of  these 
people  to  keep  up  this  war  remind  one  very  much  of  the  antics  of  Chinimen, 
who  build  canvas  forts,  paint  hideous  dragons  on  their  shields,  turn  smersets, 
and  yell  in  the  face  of  their  enemies,  to  frighten  them,  and  then  run  away  at 
the  first  sign  of  an  engagement. 

It  puts  the  sailors  and  soldiers  out  of  all  patience  with  them,  after  the  trouble 
thev  nave  bad  in  getting  here.  Now  and  then  the  army  have  a  little  brush 
with  their  pickets,  but  that  don't  often  happen.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  these 
rebels  to  fight.  The  men  are  tired  of  the  war,  and  many  of  their  officers  are 
anxious  to  go  into  cotton  speculation.  A  large  trade  has  been  carried  on  be- 
tween this  and  New  Orleans,  the  rebels  receiving  supplies  for  their  cotton. 
There  is  a  surprising  abundance  of  every  kind  of  food  in  this  country,  and  no 
Buffering  among  the  people,  except  for  luxuries.  It  would  be  folly  to  suppose 
they  could  all  be  starved  out.  The  only  way  is  to  take  possession  of  this  rich 
region,  hold  it  with  a  strong  military  and  naval  force,  and  enforce  the  laws. 

There  are  some  good  Union  men  here,  who  have  suffered  much.     I  hope  the  • 
day  of  their  delivery  has  come. 

General  Hniith  has  left  a  good  force  at  the  forts  (and  I  left  the  Benton  and 
Essex)  to  destroy  them  effectually,  which  will  be  some  labor.  We  have  seven 
or  eight  tliousaud  troops  in  this  city,  and  are  expecting  to  hear  soon  of  (xeneral 
Banks's  arrival.  lie  has  been  delayed  by  storms,  which  have  made  the  roads 
heavy. 

The  force  that  left  the  forts  with  a  party  under  General  Polignac  from  Har- 
risonburg have  gone  out  to  meet  General  Banks,  who  will  soon  dispose  of  them, 
and  the  chances  are  that,  when  all  our  cavalry  now  approaching  with  General 
Banks  get  after  them,  the  rebels  will  be  captured  or  scattered,  not  to  unite 
again  for  some  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POUTER,  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  GiOKoN  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavi/,  Washingtorij  D,  C, 

P.  S. — I  beg  leave  to  mention,  as  a  proof  of    the  rapidity  with  which  this 

Sortion  of  General  Sherman's  command,  under  Brigadier  General  A.  J.  Smith, 
id  their  work,  they  mirchcvl  twenty-eight  miles,  starting  at  daylight ;  built 
a  bridge  whicli  cost  them  over  two  hours*  liard  work;  had  a  sharp  skirmishing 
and  artillery  attack  of  two  hours,  and  had   possession  of  the  forts,  all  intact 
before  sunset. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  military  moves  made  this  war. 

I  be^r  I'MVc*  to  enclosii  copy  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps'  report. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  VOB.T'E.Vi,  Rear-Admiral 
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Instructions  from  Admiral  "Porter  to  Lneutenant  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 
Z7.  jS.  Mississippi  Squadron,  Red  River,  March  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  at  once  up  the  Red  river  with  the  vessels  I  will  detail 
to  follow  you,  and  commence  removing  the  ohstructions  in  the  river,  while  in 
the  meantime  I  will  take  a  tour  into  the  Atchafalaya,  and  land  the  troops  at 
Simmsport  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring,  &c.  If  you  remove  the  obstruc- 
tions, move  up  within  a  short  distance  of  Fort  De  Russy,  but  make  no  attack 
until  I  get  up  with  the  main  force,  though,  if  there  is  any  force  at  De  Russy, 
you  can  amuse  them  by  feints  until  the  army  get  into  their  rear.  Take  every 
precaution  against  torpedoes,  and  protect  your  men  against  sharpshooters. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admirai. 
Lieutenant  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 
Commanding  Eastport, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander,  S.  L.  Phelps. 

United  States  Iron-clad  Ram  Eastport, 

Alexandria,  Louisiana,  March  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I  proceeded  up  Red 
river,  the  Lafayette,  Choctaw,  Osage,  Neosho,  Ozark,  Fort  Hindman,  and 
Cricket  in  company,  meeting  with  no  obstacle  till  we  reached  the  obstructions 
eight  miles  below  Fort  De  Russy,  on  the  14th  instant.  The  great  length  and 
draught  of  the  Lafayette  and  Choctaw  rendered  it  difficult  for  them  to  navigate 
this  narrow  and  crooked  river,  and  our  progress  was  slow.  Near  the  head  of 
the  Rappions  were  works  for  light  artillery,  commanding  a  difficult  turn  in  the 
river,  which  had  been  recently  abandoned. 

The  obstructions  consisted  of  piles  driven  across  the  river,  supported  by  a 
second  tier  of  shorter  ones,  on  wnich  rested  braces  and  ties  from  the  upper 
ones.  Immediately  below  these  is  a  raft  of  timber  well  secured  across  the  river, 
and  made  of  logs  which  do  not  float.  Finally,  a  forest  of  trees  had  been  cut 
and  floated  down  upon  the  piles  from  above.  The  river  had  broken  through 
these  obstructions,  and  had  partially  undermined  the  rifle-pits  on  the  right  bank. 
The  Fort  Hindman  removed  a  portion  of  the  raft,  when  I  ran  this  vessel  up, 
and,  by  both  pulling  and  ramming,  broke  out  the  piles  and  framework  still  ob- 
structing the  passage  of  vessels.  This  work  consumed  nearly  the  entire  day. 
The  Osage,  Fort  Hindman,  and  Cricket  followed  me  through,  and  we  hastened 
up  to  the  fort. 

For  a  short  time  there  had  been  rapid  artillery  firing,  which  ceased  as  we 
came  in  sight  of  the  works,  then  about  sunset,  except  three  shots  fired  by  the 
rebels  from  a  gun  in  an  angle  of  the  water  battery.  We  could  see  the  enemy 
using  musketry  from  the  parapets  of  the  rear  works,  but  could  see  nothing  of 
the  attacking  force.  An  officer  from  General  Smith  had  reached  the  vessel, 
notifying  me  of  the  approach  of  his  force,  but  with  no  advice  as  to  time  or, 
plan  of  attack. 

The  line  of  fire  of  the  gunboats  would  have  passed  directly  to  the  rear  of  the 
works,  injuring  our  own  people  more  than  the  enemy  in  his  works.  I  fired  a 
short-fuzed  shell  at  an  elevation  as  a  signal  gun,  and  then  ventured  one  100- 
pounder  rifle  shell  at  the  water  battery,  which  shell,  burst  over  it  and  the  enemy 
ran  from  it.     A  few  moments  after  this  a  white  flag  was  displayed  firom  the 
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rear  works,  some  six  bnndred  yards  from  the  water  battery,  and  which  alone 
had  been  attacked. 

The  guns  and  works  were  captured  uninjured,  and  185  prisoners  fell  into 
Greneral  Smith's  hands,  those  of  the  enemy  occupying  the  water  battery  making 
good  their  escape.  General  Walker,  the  rebel  commander,  had  marched  out 
with  5,000  men  ostensibly  to  attack  our  approaching  land  force,  leaving  a  garri- 
son of  but  300  men  to  defend  works  'incomplete  and  of  considerable  extent,  and 
which,  if  complete,  had  been  of  great  strength. 

Your  order  of  the  14th  instant  was  delayed  some  five  hours  beyond  the  time 
necessary  in  reaching  me,  and,  in  consequence,  I  did  not  reach  this  place  till 
the  evening  of  the  15th,  a  short  time  after  the  lighter  vessels  pushed  on  ahead, 
and  which  had  arrived  one  half  hour  too  late  to  capture  six  steamers  which  had 
succeeded  in  getting  over  the  falls,  and  escaping  with  one  exception,  the  steamer 
Conntesj,  burned  by  the  enemy  after  grounding  on  the  falls.  Had  your  order 
duly  reached  me,  we  no  doubt  would  have  captured  the  steamers.  By  morning 
nine  gunboats  had  arrived,  and  I  landed  a  force  of  180  men  to  occupy  the 
town,  and  to  seixe  the  rebel  property.  This  force,  under  Lieutenant  Commander 
8elfridge,  was  in  occupation  of  the  place  when  you  arrived.  Seven  prisoners 
of  war  were  captured  oy  the  pickets. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS,  Lieutenant  Commander, 

Bear-Adminil  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


EFFECTS  OP  BIFLE    SHOT  FROM  THE   ESSEX  UPON   AN   IRON-CASEMATED 

BATTERY. 

Mississippi  Squadron, 
Off  Alexandria,  Louisiana,  March  20,  18G4. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  sketch  of  an  iron-casemated  battery,  showing  the  effects  of 
four  ritie  shot  from  the  guns  of  the  Essex,  the  experiment  having  been  tried  to 
test  the  work.  The  distance  fired  from  was  550  yards.  This  is  one  of  the 
strongest  works  ever  built  of  earth  and  iron,  and  was  supposed  capable  of  efiec- 
tually  resisting  onr  iron-clads. 

Ten  100-pounder  rifles,  ten  11-inch  guns,  twenty  9-inch  guns,  six  30  pounder 
rifles,  and  b  eight-inch  guns  would  have  been  bronght  to  bear  on  this  work 
at  one  time,  to  say  nothing  of  fifty  guns  firing  shrapnell.  The  result  can  be 
eai>ily  imagined. 

I  send  the  sketch  for  the  information  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

D.  D.  P0IITP:R,  Rear- Admiral. 
lion.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

JSecrelary  of  the  Kavy, 


CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  OX  THE  RED  RIVER. 

(No.  97.) 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  SaiADRoN, 

Alexandria  J  Loutsiana,  March  :2*J,  1SG4. 

Sir  :  Being  about  to  leave  for  Shreveport,  or  as  higli  up  the  river  as  I  can 
get,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  progress. 

After  a  great  deal  of  labor,  and  two  and  a  half  days'  hard  work,  we  succeeded 
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in  getting  the  Eastport  over  the  rocks  on  the  falls,  hauling  her  over  by  main 
force ;  now  and  then  a  rise  of  an  inch  or  so  of  water  would  help  her  along,  and 
she  finally  was  enabled  to  pass  the  advance  of  the  army,  encamped  on  the  bank 
of  the  river  twenty-five  miles  above  Alexandria.  Other  vessels  got  through, 
and  a  few  more  remain  to  be  got  over,  when  we  will  push  on  to  the  end.  It  ii 
very  slow  work  getting  over  these  rocks,  but  as  yet  we  have  met  with  no  acci- 
dents. One  hoFipital  ship,  belonging  to  the  marine  brigade,  sank  on  the  falls  bv 
striking  on  the  ix)cks,  but  all  the  rest  of  the  transports  went  over  BafSely.  I  ehail 
only  be  able  to  take  up  a  part  of  the  force  I  brought  with  me,  and  leave  the 
river  guarded  all  the  way  through.  The  rebels  are  retreating  before  the  army, 
and,  as  usual,  are  destroying  everything  that  can  fall  into  our  handa,  treating 
public  and  private  property  alike.  This  is  the  last  hold  they  will  have  in  this 
country,  and  they  seem  determined  to  wreak  their  vengeance  on  the  unoffending 
inhabitants  who  have  some  little  cotton  to  dispose  of.  Their  destmctiveness 
has  been  a  death  blow  to  the  rebellion  in  this  State,  and  Greneral  Dick  Taylor 
has  left  a  name  behind  him  to  be  execrated  when  the  rebellion  is  long  past. 

Confedrate  money  is  worth  here  one-quarter  of  a  cent  on  the  dollar,  or  the 
most  I  have  heard  offered  is  three  cents.  The  currency  of  a  country  ia  the 
best  proof  of  its  prosperity. 

The  health  of  the  squadron,  I  am  happy  to  say,  continnee  good. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rtar-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  (7. 


OCCUPATION  OF  GRAND  ECORE.— MOVEMENTS  TOWARDS   SHBEVE- 

PORT.— liETURN  TO  GRAND  ECORE. 

Flao-Ship  Cricket,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Of  Grand  Ecore,  Louisiana,  April  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  movements  of  the  squadron  «i 
far  as  Alexandria,  and  the  intention  of  General  Banks  to  move  on  at  once  to 
Shreveport.  He  deemed  the  co-operation  of  the  gunboats  so  essential  to  soc- 
cess  that  I  had  to  run  some  risks  and  make  unusual  ezcrtionB  to  get  them  over 
the  falls. 

The  army  started  on  the  appointed  day,  and  I  pushed  up  the  gnnboata  to 
cover  them,  if  they  should  be  needed,  as  fast  as  they  got  over  the  falls.  The 
vessels  arrived  at  Grand  Ecore  without  accident,  and  had  good  water,  the 
river  apparently  about  to  reach  its  usual  stage  at  this  season.  The  Cricket, 
Eastport,  Mound  City,  Ghillicothc,  Carondelet,rittsburg,  Osark,  Neosho,  Osigev 
Lexington  and  Fort  Hindman,  Ijouisville  and  Pittsburg,  Trere  the  Teaseb  lent 
up,  and  a  fl(»et  of  30  transports  followed  them. 

Grand  Ecore  was  occupied  by  our  forces  without  opposition.  The  woika  de- 
serted.  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps  captured  one  32-pounder  on  the  river, 
below  Grand  Ecore,  which  he  destroyed,  making  22  guna  captured  from  the 
enemy  since  we  entered  the  river. 

The  army  had  arrived  at  Natchitoches,  near  Grand  Ecore,  when  I  got  ip 
here,  and  was  preparing  for  an  immediate  march.  As  the  river  waa  rieng 
very  slowly,  I  would  not  risk  the  larger  vessels  by  taking  them  higher  up,  btt 
started  on  the  7tli  of  A])ril  for  Shreveport  with  the  Cricket,  Fort  HindmaPi 
Lexington,  Osage,  Neosho,  and  Chillicotne,  with  the  hope  of  getting  the  vast  of 
the  vessels  along  when  the  usual  rise  came.  Twenty  transports  were  tent 
along,  filled  with  army  stores,  and  with  a  portion  of  General  A.  J.  SmhhV 
division   on  board.    It  was  intended  that  the  fleet  should  reach  SpiingMd 
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\e  tliinl  day,  and  then  communicate  with  the  army,  a  portion  of 
^  to  bo  at  S])ringfield  at  that  time.     I  found  the  diffaculties  of 
Teat,  but  we  reached  the  poin(  specified  within  an  hour  of  the 
At  this  point  we  were  brought  to  a  stop,  the  enemy  had  sunk 
teamer  (the  New  Falls  City)  right  across  the  river,  her  ends  rest- 
'J^       a  bank,  and  her  hull,  broken  in  the  middle,  resting  on  the  bottom, 
a  serious  obstruction,  but  I  went  to  work  to  remove  it.     Bt»fore  1  com- 
a  operations,  however,  a  courier  came  in  from  General  Banks,  bringing 
iBpleasaut  and  most  unexpected  news,  *'  Our  army  has  met  with  a  reverse" 
■      fulling  back  to  Pleasant  Uill,  some  60  miles  in  our  rear.     Orders  also 
General  A.  .f.  Smith  to  return  to  Grand  Ecore  with  the  transports  and  the 
ne  had  with  hun.     Here  was  an  end  to  our  expedition  for  the  present* 
reluctantly  turned  back,  after  having  nearly  reached  the  object  we  were 
at.     The   information  we  received  was  of  a  very  unsatisfactory  kind, 
did  not  know  really  what  was  the  exact  state  of  afiairs,  no  letters  hav- 
Bent  by  post  courier. 
would  be  very  difticult  to  describe  the  return  passage  of  the  fleet  through 
rrow  and  snaggy  river.     As  long  as  our  army  could  advance  triumph- 
'  It  was  not  so  bad ;  but  we  had  every  reason  to  suppose  that  our  return 
d  be  interrupted  in  every  way  and  at  every  point  by  the  enemy's  land 
I,  and  we  were  not  disa])pointed.     They  commenced  on  us  from   high 
■y  at  a  place  called  Coushatta,  and  kept  up  a  fire  of  musketry  whenever  an 
rtanity  was  oifered  them.     13y  a  proper  distribution  of  the  gunboats  I  had 
)able  in  driving  them  away,  though  from  the  high  banks  they  could  fire 
ir  decks  almost  with  impunity.     As  we  proceeded  down  th<i  river  they  in- 
ed  in  numbers,  and  as  we  only  made  thirty  miles  a  day,  they  could  cross 
point  to  point  and  be  ready  to  meet  us  on  our  arrival  Ix'low.     On  the  left 
of  the  river  a  man  by  the  name  of  Harrison,  with  1,900  cavalry  and  four 
e  pieces  of  artillery,  was  appointed  to  follow  us  down  and  annoy  us.     It 
nery  fiirtunat<*  for  us  that  this  person  and  his  comm.ind  were  lately  severely 
led  by  a  gunboat  (a  fi?w  weeks   ago, )  which  made  them  careful   about 
within  range.     On  the  evening  of  the   12th  instant  we  were  attacked 
right  bank  of  the  river  by  a  detachment  of  men  of  quite  another  char- 
x'hey  were  a  part  of  the  army  which  two  or  three  days  previous  had 
SQCcesB  over  our  army,  and  Hushed  with  victory,  or  under  the  excite- 
liquor,  they  appeared  suddenly  upon  the  right  bank  and  fearlessly 
lire  on  the  Osage,  Lieutenant  Commander  T.  O.  Self  ridge,  (iron-clad,)- 
bard  aground  at  the  time  with  a  transport  (the  Black  ilawk)  along- 
<  J     ,  towing  her  off.     The  rebels  opened  with  two  thousand  muskets,  and 
•ye  every  one  out  of  the  Black  Hawk  to  the  safe  casemates  of  the  moni- 
liientenant  Baclie  had  just  come  from  his  vessel,  (the  J^*xington,)  and 
ely  was  enabled  to  pull  up  to  her  again,  keeping  close  under  the  bank, 
ue  Osage  opened  a  destructive  fire  on  these  poor  delude<l  wretches,  who» 
<i  with  liquor  and  led  on  by  their  officers,  were  vainly  attempting  to 
!  an  iron  virssel.     I  am  told  that  th(;ir  hootings  and  actions  bafHe  de- 
n.     Force  after  force  seemed  to  be  bronght  U]»  to  tin;  edg<*  of  the  bank, 
I  ihey  confnnited  the  guns  of  tlie  iron  vessel,  only  to  be  cut  down  by 
flhot  and  canister.     In  the  mean  tini  ■  Lieutenant  Bache  had  reached  his 
9  and,  widening  the  distance  b<*t ween  him   and  the  O-^igc,  he  opened  a 
lire  on  the  infuriated  rebels,  who  fonght  with  such  clcsperatioii  and  courage 
certain  destruction,  that  it  could  oidy  be  accounteil  for  in  one  way. 
I     ions  wen*  verilied  on  insjK-ction  of  some  of  the  bodies  of  the  slain — tlie 
ly  smelling  of  Louisiana  rum  !     This  affair  lasted  nearly  two  hours 
rebels  fled.     They  brought  u])  two  pieces  of  artillery,  one  of  which 
wly  knocked  over  by  the  Jj(rxingt<mV  guns,  the  other  they  managed  to- 
The  cross-fire  of  the  Lexington  finally  decidcnl  this  curious  atl'air  of^ 
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a  fight  between  infantry  and  gunboats.  The  rebels  were  mowed  down  by  her 
canister,  and  finally  retreated  in  as  quick  haste  as  they  had  come  to  the  attack. 
leaving  the  space  of  a  mile  covered  with  dead  and  wounded,  muskets  and  knap- 
sacks. A  dying  rebel  informed  our  men  that  General  Greene  had  hia  head 
blown  off,  which  I  do  not  vouch  for  as  true.  If  true,  it  is  a  serious  loss  to  the 
rebels.  Night  coming  on,  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  damage  done 
to  the  rebels.  We  were  troubled  no  more  from  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and 
a  party  of  5,000  men  who  were  marching  to  cut  us  6ff  were  persuaded  to  change 
their  mind  af^cr  hearing  of  the  unfortunate  termination  to  the  first  oxpedition. 
That  simic  night  I  ordered  the  transports  to  proceed  on,  having  placed  the  gun- 
boats at  a  point  where  the  rebels  Imd  a  battery.  All  the  transports  were  passed 
safely,  the  rebels  not  firing  a  shot  in  return  to  the  many  that  were  bursting 
over  the  hills.  The  next  morning,  the  ISth  instant,  I  followed  down  myself 
and  finding  at  Compte,  six  miles  from  Grand  Ecore  by  land,  that  they  had  eot 
aground,  and  would  be  some  time  getting  through,  I  proceeded  down  in  this 
vess(.'l  to  Grand  Ecore,  and  got  General  Banks  to  send  up  troops  enough  to 
keep  the  guerillas  away  from  the  river.  We  were  fired  on  as  usual  after  we 
started  down,  but  when  I  had  the  troops  sent  up,  the  transports  came  along 
without  any  trouble.  This  has  been  an  expedition  where  a  great  deal  of  labor 
has  been  expended,  a  great  deal  of  individual  bravery  shown,  and  on  •aeh 
occasions  the  commander-in-chief  is  apt  to  find  out  the  metal  of  which  his  offi* 
cers  are  made,  and  on  future  occasions  it  will  enable  him  to  select  those  who 
will  not  likely  fail  in  the  time  of  need.  To  Lieutenant  Commander  T.  O.  Self- 
ridge,  commanding  the  Osage,  and  Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache,  eommanding 
the  Lexington,  I  am  particularly  indebted  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they 
defended  their  vessels,  and  for  their  management  during  the  expedition,  always 
anticipating  and  intelligently  carrying  out  my  wishes  and  orders. 

I  found  the  fleet  at  Grand  Ecore  somewhat  in  an  unpleasant  sitnation— two 
of  them  being  above  the  bar,  and  not  likely  to  get  away  again  this  season,  unless 
there  is  a  rise  of  a  foot.  I  could  not  provide  against  this,  when  over  a  hnndred 
miles  up  the  river.  If  nature  does  not  change  her  laws,  there  will  no  doubt  be 
.  a  rise  of  water ;  but  there  was  one  year,  1846,  when  there  was  no  rise  in  the 
lied  river,  and  it  may  happen  again.  The  rebels  are  catting  off  the  BnpplT  by 
diverting  different  sources  of  water  into  other  channels ;  all  of  which  voaidhave 
-  been  stopped,  had  our  army  arrived  as  far  as  Shreveport.  I  have  done  my  best 
(and  so  have  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command)  to  make  this  expeditioD 
a  success  throughout,  and  do  not  know  that  we  have  failed  in  anything  we  have 
undertaken.  Had  we  not  heard  of  the  retreat  of  the  army,  1  should  still  have 
gone  on  to  the  end.  A  wise  Providence,  which  rules  and  directs  all  things*  ku 
thought  proper  to  stay  our  progress  aud  throw  impediments  in  the  wayt  tn 
some  good  reason. 

We  have  nothing  left  but  to  try  it  again,  and  hold  on  to  this  countiy  with 
all  the  force  we  can  raise.  It  is  just  as  valuable  to  us  and  important  to  die 
cause  as  any  other  portion  of  the  Union.  Those  who  have  interests  here^  e&d 
are  faithful  to  the  government,  have  a  right  to  expect  our  protection,  and  when 
this  ])art  of  Louisiana  is  conquered,  we  hold  Arkansas  and  all  the  right  bank  of 
tlie  Mississippi  without  firing  another  gun. 

There  is  a  class  of  men  who  have  during  this  war  shonii  a  good  deal  of 
bravery  and  patriotism,  and  who  have  seldom  met  with  any  notice  from  those 
whose  duty  it  is  to  report  such  matters.  I  speak  of  the  pUots  on  the  western 
waters.  Without  any  hope  of  future  reward,  through  fame  or  in  a  pecBniaiy 
way,  they  enter  into  the  business  of  piloting  the  transports  throDgn  dangers 
tliat  would  moke  a  faint-hearted  man  quail.  Occupying  the  most  exposed  po- 
sition, a  fair  mark  for  a  shaiiishooter,  they  are  continually  fired  at,  and  often 
.  hit,  witliout  so  much  as  a  mention  being  made  of  their  gallantry.  On  this 
expedition  they  have  been  much  exposed,  and  have  showed  great  gmOantiy  in 
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managing  their  vcbscIs  while  under  fire  in  tins,  to  them,  unknown  river.  I  beg 
leave  to  pay  this  small  tribute  to  their  bravery  and  ze^il,  and  must  say,  as  a 
cla£0,  I  never  knew  a  braver  set  of  men.  I  also  beg  leave  to  mention  favorably 
Acting  Master  H.  11.  Gon-inge,  commanding  this  vessel.  He  has  shown  great 
seal,  courage,  and  ability  during  this  expedition,  serving  his  guns  rapidly  and 
wen,  at  his  post  night  and  day,  ready  for  anything,  and  assisting  materially  in 
setting  the  transports  by  dangerous  points.  Mounting  one  of  his  24-pounder 
nowitzers  on  his  upper  deck,  he  was  enabled  to  sweep  the  bank  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  one  or  two  fires  had  the  desired  effect.  He  was  of  great  service  to 
me  throughout  the  expedition ;  was  slightly  wounded,  but  nothing  of  conse- 
quence, (owing  to  his  exposing  himself  so  much.) 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  GiDBox  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavi/jWashingtan,  D,  C 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  GUNBOATS.— SINKING   AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE 

EASTPORT. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  D,  Porter, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron. 

Off  Alexandria^  La,^  April  17,  1SG4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  point  for  a  few  hours.  I 
•hall  return  to  Grand  P^core  in  two  hours.  I  had  succei^ded  in  getting  all  the 
large  resnels  over  the  bar  at  Grand  Ecore,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  getting  down 
as  far  as  Alexandria,  when  I  heard  the  E.i.'^tport  had  sunk  eight  miles  below.  I 
aent  down  at  onct^  and  found  it  to  be  so  ;  she  was  five  hours  sinking,  said  to  be 
done  by  a  t^irpedo;  she  don't  seem  to  be  damaged  much.  I  came  down  for  my 
•team-pump  boat.^ ;  have  one  alongside  the  Eastport  already,  and  take  another 
Qp  with  me  to-day.  There  will  be  trouble  g<ftting  her  up  if  the  river  ever 
lUCfl  again ;  the  water  conies  as  high  as  her  gun-deck  ;  her  guns  and  heavy 
artides  have  been  tak(Mi  oif.  I  came  here  and  fouud  trouble  at  Fort  Pillow  ; 
the  policy  pursued,  in  not  defending  the  strong  posts  where  so  much  blood  and 
treasure  have  been  expended,  will  always  cause  these  difficulties.  1  had  two 
boata  up  then*,  but  the  negro  and  invalid  garrison  were  not  strong  enough  to  do 
ihcir  part.  I  havti  sent  the  Essex,  Benton,  Choctaw,  Lafayette,  Ouachita,  and 
Avenger  up  to  Fort  Pillow  to  prevent  any  pcTmanent  landing  there.  I  sent  an 
expedition  up  the  Washita  as  far  as  Munroe,  which  captured  3,000  bales  of 
confederate  cotton,  brought  away  800  negroes,  and  destroyed  much  rebel 
property.  The  expedition  was  under  Lieutenant  Commander  Foster,  and  was 
particularly  successful.  I  am  bringing  up  light -draught  vessels  to  take  the  place 
of  tlie  heavy  boats  during  the  low  wat(.'r.  We  have  only  eight  fiu't  of  water 
Ix^twtfcn  this  and  (irand  Eeore,  and  many  lumps  exist.  This  expedition,  and 
the  failure  of  the  army  to  advance,  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble ;  but  I 
don't  denpuir  of  getting  out  of  it.  It  is  only  a  matter  of  want  of  water,  and  I 
cannot  think  that  tbis  river  would  fail  to  rise  while  all  the  others  are  booming. 
Being  conr^tantly  engaged  in  ])roviding  for  the  many  curious  cases  that  are 
daily  occurring,  I  hope  you  will  excuse  nii;  for  not  making  fuller  reports. 
1  h:ive  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  b.  POKTEK,  Rtar-Admiral. 

Hon.  GiDBo.x  Wkllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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Additional  report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  D,  PorUr. 

Flag-Ship  Cricket,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Off  Alexandria,  La,,  April  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  joa,  in  my  communication  No.  106,  of  the 
siiiking  of  the  Eastport  while  proceeding  down  to  Alexandria,  caused  by  the 
explosion  of  a  torpedo  under  her  bottom,  and  near  her  bow.  On  hearing  this 
bad  news  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the  vessel  and  found  her  sunk  to  the  gonHdeek, 
the  water  over  it  on  one  side. 

I  saw  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  and  went  at  once  to  Alexandria,  in  hopes  of 
finding  one  of  our  steam  pump-boats,  then  due.  Lieutenant  Commander  Phdns 
had  already  sent  a  tug  aown  for  the  same  purpose,  and  as  I  passed  over  the 
fails,  the  pump-boat  hove  in  sight  and  proceeaed  on  up.  An  hour  after,  the 
other  boat  came  up,  and  I  sent  her  up  also,  being  confident  that  the  Eastport 
would  now  be  raised. 

I  had  ordered  all  her  guns  taken  out  and  all  her  ammunition  transferred  to 
other  vessels,  which  was  done  by  the  time  I  reached  her  again,  forty-dght 
hours  after  the  pump-boats  went  up. 

I  was  detained  a  day  in  Alexandria,  making  a  different  disposition  of  the 
vessels  in  the  Mississippi,  owing  to  the  report  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Pillow  by 
the  rebels.  I  sent  some  of  the  heavy  irou-clads  up  there  with  orders  to  remain, 
and  also  changed  the  destination  of  various  vessels  in  the  different  rivers. 

When  I  returned  to  the  Eastport,  I  found  her  in  a  fair  way  of  binng  afloat, 
though  all  the  heavy  steam-pumps  together  did  not  do  more  than  slightly  de* 
crease  the  water.  The  leak  had  to  be  stopped  by  bulkheading.  Lieutenant 
Commander  Phelps  went  to  work  vigorously  to  endeavor  to  save  bis  vessel, 
and  he  was  seconded  by  his  officers  and  crew.  I  don't  think  I  ever  witnessed 
harder  work  than  was  p<;rfonned  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Eastport,  and 
it  seemed  to  be  the  determiuation  of  all  on  board  that  she  should  not  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  if  it  could  be  helped. 

I  felt  confident  that  the  Eastport  would  bo  saved,  if  time  permitted,  but  1 
had  a  faint  idea  that  our  army  were  about  to  fall  back  on  Alexandria,  when  it 
would  become  necessary  to  destroy  the  Eastport,  or  perhaps  some  other  vessels. 

On  my  arrival  at  Grand  Ecore,  I  found  that  preparations  were  making  to 
move  tlie  army  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria,  and  1  ordered  the  large  vessels 
at  once  below  the  bars  with  orders  to  proceed  slowly  to  Alexandria,  keeping 
with  me  six  of  the  lighter  draught  vessels  to  cover  the  land  forces,  and  give  pro* 
tection  to  the  transports. 

The  day  after  my  return  to  Grand  Ecore  orders  were  issued  for  the  army  to 
move  to  Alexandria.  The  Eastport  was  not  yet  afloat,  and  I  thought  our 
chance  of  saving  her  very  small,  unless  we  were  certain  of  having  no  enemy 
to  annoy  us  after  the  army  left.  On  the  20th  of  April  I  went  down  to  the 
Eastport  again,  and  after  informing  the  commander  how  matters  stood,  we  con* 
eluded  that  it  was  necessary  to  run  some  risks,  if  we  wished  to  save  the  vessel. 
She  was  now  slightly  resting  on  the  bottom  on  one  side,  and  steam  had  been 
raised  on  her. 

On  the  21  St  she  started  in  tow  of  the  pump-boat  Champion  No.  5,  and  with 
the  pump  of  Champion  No.  3  transferred  to  the  Eastport,  and  connected  with 
her  boilers.  This  arrangement,  with  the  addition  of  quo  or  two  syphon  pumps, 
kept  the  water  out  of  the  fire-room,  and  confined  it  to  the  bow. 

I  waited  at  a  point  eight  miles  below  Grand  Ecore,  and  sent  up  a  gunboat  to 
convoy  down  all  the  transports  that  were  left  up,  this  vessel  Ringing  up  the 
rear,  towing  a  flat  on  which  were  all  the  Eastport's  guns. 

On  the  first  day  the  Kastport  made  twenty  miles  down  the  river,  bnt  at  6 
o'clock  in  the  evening  she  grounded,  from  not  being  in  the  channeli  and  the 
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first  of  our  difficalties  commenced  in  getting  her  over  the  bars  and  other  obstruc- 
tions which  abound  in  this  river. 

It  wonld  be  impossible  to  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  difficulties  of  the  nav- 
igation from  the  2l8t  of  April  up  to  the  26thi  the  time  when  it  was  no  longer 
considered  possible  to  get  the  Lastport  over  the  sand  bars  and  logs,  now  in- 
creasing, unless  time  was  allowed  to  remove  them,  and  the  enemy  were  kept 
from  annoying  us  while  we  were  at  work. 

The  lieutenant  commander  commanding  the  Eastport,  S.  L.  Phelps,  had  done 
all  that  man  could  do  to  save  his  vessel,  and  felt  it  to  be  a  matter  of  pride 
to  get  her  to  Alexandria. 

She  had  grounded  eight  times  badly,  and  each  time  under  circumstances 
where  it  was  very  doubtful  if  she  would  come  oflF;  but  the  commander's  confi- 
dence never  deserted  him,  and  I  could  not  help  but  admire  his  coolness  and 
fiiith  in  getting  his  vessel  to  Alexandria,  when  1  knew  there  were  places  to  pass 
below  with  much  less  water  on  them. 

I  determined  that  I  would  never  leave  this  vessel  to  her  fate  as  long  as  the 
commander  felt  a  hope  of  getting  her  down. 

He  worked  with  almost  superhuman  efforts  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view, 
sleeping  appanmtly  neither  night  nor  day ;  everybody  worked,  and  went  through 
privations  of  all  kinds,  and  I  must  say  that,  mentally,  I  never  went  through  £0 
much  anxiety  in  my  life. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  this  labor  of  hauling  the  Eastport  over  the  bars,  and 
after  congratulating  ourselves  that  we  had  passed  every  impediment,  orders 
were  given  to  fill  up  with  fence-rails  for  fuel,  and  we  started  down  stream,  with 
the  expectation  of  making  at  least  thirty  miles  that  day.  The  vessel  had  al- 
ready been  brought  sixty  miles  on  her  way,  and  sixty  more  would  bring  her 
within  our  lines. 

The  army,  though,  were  sixty  miles  ahead  of  us,  and  the  report  was  that  the 
rebels  were  following  in  their  rear,  also  opposing  them  in  front,  and  we  might 
naturally  expect,  when  the  army  arrived  safely  in  Alexandria,  that  the  whole 

flower  of  the  enemy  would  be  directed  to  cutting  off  my  small  force  of  three 
ight  draughts,  and  the  P^astport,  without  any  guns ;  indeed,  we  had  already 
received  notice  that  such  were  their  intentions. 

On  April  25th  I  made  signal  to  pai»s  down  stream,  and  had  scarcely  started 
before  the  Eastport  was  hard  aground,  and  this  time  in  a  position  where  even 
the  commander's  hopes  of  relieving  her  failed.  The  difficulty  here  was  a  want 
of  water,  and  the  bed  of  the  river  was  filled  with  logs  over  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  get  the  vessel  unless  we  had  the  time. 

We  tried  to  lighten  her  by  removing  her  iron  plating,  but  this  we  found  to 
be  labor  beyond  our  power ;  the  jilates  could  not  be  removed  in  a  short  time, 
and  that  plan  was  abandoned  at  (uice. 

I  had  determined  to  remain  by  the  p]astport  until  she  was  s;ife  within  our 
lines,  or  blown  up,  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  IkukIs  of  the  <'uemy. 

On  two  occasions  I  had  given  the,  commander  preparatory  instructions  rela- 
tive to  her  destruction,  thinking  her  time  had  come;  but,  still  hopeful  and  per- 
si!«tent,  he  stuck  to  the  work,  nwd  de:»erved  to  have  met  with  gr  ater  success. 

Everj'  effort  was  made  to  g(?t  the  Eastport  olF  from  what  proved  to  be  lier 
final  resting-place. 

The  gunboat  Fort  Ilindinan  (whose  commander  has  worked  to  save  the  Ea?*!- 
pon  with  a  zeal  I  never  saw  snrpairsed)  sncce<*ded,  with  her  steam  capstan,  in 
moving  her  bow,  but  only  enough  to  get  into  a  worse  position  right  across  tin* 
channel,  with  a  bed  of  logs  under  her,  and  from  that  place  it  seemed  that  no 
liuman  power  could  move  her.  The  commander  having  admitted  then*  schemed  n»> 
hope  of  getting  her  off,  unless  we  had  time,  and  our  rear  protected,  I  gave  the 
onier  to  destroy  Imt. 

One  ton  of  powder  was  placed  in  her  in  various  positions,  she  was  filled  with 
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aucli  combustibles  as  we  could  procure,  and  at  1.4*5  p.  m.,  April  26»  the  East- 
port  was  blown  up,  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps  applying  the  match,  and 
f)(>ing  the  Inst  one  to  leave  the  vessel.  He  had  bai'ely  time  to  reach  the  boat 
wlieii  the  Eastport  blew  up,  covering  the  boat  with  fragments  of  wood.  Seircu 
diilercnt  explosions  followed,  and  then  the  flames  bnrst  forth  in  every  direction. 
The  vessel  was  completely  destroyed — as  perfect  a  wreck  as  ever  was  made 
by  powder.  She  remains  a  troublesome  obstruction  to  block  up  the  channel  fi)r 
sonic  time  to  come.  All  stores,  &c.,  were  removed,  and  such  parts  of  the 
machinery  as  could  be  made  available  by  the  rebels. 

There  was  nothing  but  the  iron  plates  lefi  behind,  which  finally  fell  inside 
the  hull.  Some  fell  out-board,  as  tlie  fire  burnt  away  the  wood  to  which  they 
were  attached,  and  will  soon  disappear  under  the  sands. 

I  would  have  brought  away  every  piece  of  iron,  had  I  not  been  wampd  that  I 
had  overstaid  my  time. 

Gangs  of  guerillas  began  to  hover  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  and  just  pre- 
vious to  blowing  up  the  Eostport  we  were  attacked  by  a  heavy  force  on  the 
right  bank. 

This  vessel  was  lying  tied  to  the  bank,  and  I  was  backing  out  from  the  £a«t- 
port  iu  the  Ilindman,  to  give  the  former  a  chance  to  blow  up  without  injury  to 
any  one.  The  rebels  selected  this  moment  to  make  their  attack,  and  risine 
Huddenly  from  the  bank  opened  on  our  little  squadron  with  1,200  muskets,  and 
then  made  a  rush  to  botird  the  Cricket. 

The  enemy,  however,  were  properly  met  and  repelled,  and  the  Cricket, 
dropping  out  from  the  bank,  opened  on  them  with  grape  and  canister;  and 
with  a  heavy  cross-fire  from  the  two  other  vessels,  the  rebels  were  routed  in  five 
minutes.     After  this  we  blew  the  Eastport  up,  and  proceeded  down  the  river. 

"NVe  were  not  molested  until  we  had  gone  about  20  miles,  at  a  point  above 
Cane  river.  When  rounding  the  point,  the  vessels  in  close  order  and  ready  for 
action,  we  descried  a  party  of  the  enemy  with  artillery  on  tlie  right  bank,  and 
w(i  immediately  opened  fire  with  our  bow  guns.  The  enemy  immediately  re- 
turned it  with  a  large  number  of  cannon,  eighteen  in  aJl,  every  shot  of  which 
struck  this  vessel. 

The  captain  (Acting  Master  II.  H.  Goninge)  gave  orders  to  stop  the  engines 
for  th(^  purpose  of  fighting  the  battery  and  covering  the  boats  astern ;  I  corrected 
thi.^  mi!i*tak(^  and  got  headway  on  the  vessel  again,  but  not  soon  enough  to 
avoid  the  pelting  shower  of  shot  and  shell  which  the  enemy  poured  into  ns, 
every  shot  going  through  and  through  us,  clearing  all  our  decks  in  a  moment. 

Finding  the  guns  not  firing  rapidly,  I  stepped  on  the  gun-deck  to  see  what 
was  the  matter.  As  I  8tej)ped  down,  the  after  gun  wtis  struck  with  a  shell  and 
disabled,  and  every  man  at  the  gun  killed  and  wounded.  At  the  same  moment 
the  crew  from  the  forward  gun  were  swept  away  by  a  shell  exploding,  and  the 
men  were  woundctd  in  the  fire-room,  leaving  only  one  man  to  fire  up. 

I  made  up  a  gun*s  cr(;w  from  the  contrabands,  who  fought  the  gun  to  the  last 
moment.  linding  that  the  engine  did  not  move,  I  went  into  the  engine-room 
and  found  the  chief  engineer  killed,  whose  place  was  soon  supplied  by  an  assist^ 
ant.  I  then  went  to  tlnf  pilot-house  and  found  that  a  shot  had  gone  through  it 
and  wounded  one  of  the  pilots.  I  took  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  as  the  battery 
was  a  very  heavy  one  I  determined  to  pass  it,  which  was  done  under  the  heaviest 
fire  I  ever  witnessed. 

I  attem])ted  to  turn  her  head  up  stream  to  attack  with  our  two  bow  guns,  the 
only  gluts  loft,  but  as  this  was  impracticable,  1  let  her  drift  down  around  tlie 
point  and  shelled  the  enemy's  batteries  in  the  rear.  This  disturbed  them  for  a 
moment,  and  enabled  the  light-draught  Juliet  and  pump-boat  Champion,  lashed 
together,  to  escape  from  under  the  bank,  where  they  had  drifted. 

The  Juliet  had  her  steam-pipe  cut  and  became  disabled,  having  drifted  clear 
from  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy  and  close  into  the  bank,  where  the  gUB  could 
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aot  be  depressed  to  rcacli  them,  and  from  whence  the  Champion  towed  her  in 
vAty  when  the  Hindman  opened  her  hattcries,  and  this  vessel  was  firing  into 
die  rear  of  the  enemy's  hatteries. 

Seeing  that  the  Hindman  did  not  pass  the  hntterics,  the  Jalict  disabled,  and 
that  one  of  the  pump-boats  had  her  boiler  exploded  by  a  shot,  I  ran  down  to  a 
pomt  throe  or  four  miles  below,  where  I  had  ordered  two  iron-clads  to  be  ready 
to  mcfCt  me  in  case  of  emei^ency. 

Unfortunately,  I  ran  on  shore  a  short  time  after  passing  the  batteries,  and 
remained  there  three  hours,  took  fire  in  the  mean  time  from  the  explosion  of  some 
eutridge«,  the  box  containing  which  had  been  struck  by  the  enemy's  shot.  It 
waB  after  dark  when  I  reached  the  appointed  place,  where  I  found  the  Osage 
lying  opposite  a  field  battery  of  the  enemy,  which  they  had  been  shelling 
uiroiighout  the  day. 

The  Lexington  had  been  hard  at  work  at  them,  and  had  been  hulled  fifteen 
times*  with  only  one  man  killed,  llie  firing  above  had  ceased,  and  as  the 
channel  was  very  intricate,  I  could  not  send  her  up  to  the  assistance  of  the 
vessels  without  danger  of  her  getting  aground.  I  knew  that  they  were  all  above 
the  batteries,  and  was  in  hopes  that  the  Hindman  had  silenced  them. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps  had  two  vessels  in  charge,  the  Juliet  and 
Champion,  which  he  wished  to  get  through  safely.  He  kept  them  out  of  range 
until  he  could  partially  repair  the  Juliet,  and  then  starting  under  a  heavy  fire 
he  made  a  push  by.  Unfortunately  the  pump-boat  was  disabled  and  set  fire  to 
and  bnmt  up.  The  Hindman  had  her  wheel-ropes  cut  away  and  drifted  past, 
turning  round  and  round,  and  getting  well  cut  up  in  going  by. 

The  Juliet  was  cut  to  pieces  in  hull  and  machinery ;  had  fifteen  killed  and 
wonnded.  Four  miles  below  they  met  the  Neosho  going  up,  too  late  to 
ci>ver  them.  Had  she  arrived  in  time  she  could  likely  have  cleaned  out  the 
batteries,  at  least  divert (*d  the  fire  of  them  until  the  passage  of  the  boats. 

I  enclose  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Phelps,  from  the  time  of  his 
first  misfortune  until  his  arrival  at  this  place,  where  I  now  am  with  all  the 
fleet,  having  lost  none  of  the  gunboats,  but  very  much  surprised  that  I  have 
any  left,  considering  all  the  difficulties  encountered.  When  the  rebels  had 
followed  our  army  to  the  point  where  they  could  effect  no  more,  all  their  atten- 
tion was  turned  to  the  little  squadron  I  had  escorting  the  Ea.stport. 

Every  man  and  gun  wjis  brought  to  the  rivei,  and  we  had  to  contend  against 
such  odds  that  it  s(H?nied  impossible  to  escaj)e  destruction  or  very  severe  hand- 
ling. No  vessels  were  ever  better  fought,  and  none  of  this  class  (mere  thread- 
paper  vessels)  were  ever  under  so  hot  a  fire. 

In  five  minutes  the  Cricket  was  struck  thirty-eight  times  with  solid  shot  and 
rhell,  with  a  loss  of  twenty -five  killed  and  wounded — half  her  crew;  the  Juliet 
about  the  same,  with  fifteen  killed  and  wounded.  The  Hindman  lost  three  killed 
and  four  or  five  wounded. 

I  may  have  lacked  judgment  in  not  blowing  the  Eastport  up  sooner,  when  I 
found  tliat  we  wi?re  a  secondary  considenition  to  the  army;  but  as  I  had  staid 
behind  myself  to  see  the  last  transport  through  safely,  I  could  not  do  less  with 
one  of  my  own  vessels. 

I  was  unable  to  keep  uj)  communication  with  the  army;  as  the  means  of 
communication  wen*  with  them,  and  as  they  marched  along  faster  than  I  cal- 
culate<l,  (forty  mih'S  in  one  day,  when  1  supposed  thc*v  would  only  go  twenty,) 
I  was  more  in  their  rear  than  I  should  have  been.  This  arose  from  my  desire 
to  save  the  Eastport,  and  hoping  that  some  signal  success  on  tin*  part  of  the 
army  (whicli  I  felt  confident  was  able  to  whip  all  the  rebels  in  that  part  of  the 
country)  would  dispose  of  the  enemy  altogether. 

From  the  beginning  of  this  expedition  up  to  the  present  time  the  officers  and 
men  of  this  squadron  have  worked  with  superhuman  zcniI,  and  ov('rcome  diffi- 
culties which  seemed  insurmountable.     The  success  of  the  expedition  depended 
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entirely  on  the  saccesB  of  the  navy  in  getting  tho  transports  safely  to  an 
appointed  place — Spiingfield  landing — which  would  have  put  us  in  communica- 
tion with  the  army,  and  then  in  possession  of  all  their  materials  of  war. 

This  we  accomplished ;  and  when  the  army  returned,  unexpectedly,  wo  fought 
our  way  hack  again  without  the  loss  of  any  kind,  excepting  men,  inflictino^  a 
loi«s  of  five  hundred  men  on  the  enemy,  killed  their  best  general,  Greene,  and  a 
number  of  his  officers. 

On  our  way  down  to  Alexandria  obstacles  were  overcome  enough  to  appal 
the  stoutest  heart.  Guns  had  to  be  taken  out  of  vessels  and  then  jumped  over 
sand-bars  and  logs,  and  the  squadron  arrived  hero  in  time  to  prevent  any  attack 
on  our  reserve  stores. 

The  difficulty  about  water  is  a  most  unusual  one,  and  we  must  certainly  have 
a  rise  of  the  few  feet  we  want  before  the  end  of  the  season.  All  the  rivers  are 
booming  at  this  time,  and  it  should  be  so  here.  I  am  no  more  responsible  for 
the  failure  of  water  here  than  I  would  be  if  the  Mississippi  went  dry  at  this 
season — a  thing  that  never  happened  yet. 

I  came  up  here  with  the  river  on  the  rise,  and  water  enough  for  our  largest 
vessels ;  and  even  on  my  way  up  to  Shreveport  from  Grand  Ecore  the  water 
rose,  while  it  commenced  falling  where  I  left  the  largest  gunboats.  Falling  or 
not,  I  could  not  go  back  while  iu  charge  of  the  transports  and  the  material  on 
which  an  army  of  thirty  thousand  men  depended,  frothing  would  justify  me 
in  doing  so. 

I  have  still  confidence  in  a  good  Providence,  which  I  am  sure  will  not  desert 
us,  and  coniidcnce  that  the  nation  will  not  permit  this  fleet  to  be  sacrificed  when 
it  has  so  well  peiformed  its  part  in  what  should  have  been  a  complete  snceesi*. 

In  conclusion,  I  bog  leave  to  mention  the  brave,  cool,  and  zealous  manner  in 
which  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps  worked  to  get  his  vessel  out  of  her  diffi- 
culties, never  losing  his  faith  for  a  single  moment ;  also  the  handsome  manner 
in  which  he  brought  the  two  fragile  gunboats  past  those  heavy  batteries,  chcatr 
ing  the  enemy  of  the  prize  they  had  promised  themselves. 

To  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  Pearce,  commanding  the  Fort  Hind- 
man,  great  praise  is  due  for  the  efforts  he  made  night  and  day  to  get  the 
Eastport  off,  working  his  officers  and  men  until  they  could  hardly  stand. 

Acting  Master  George  W.  Rogers,  of  the  Kttsburg,  deserves  great  credit  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  worked  at  the  bulkheads  of  the  Eastport,  up  to  his 
middle  in  water,  for  eight  days ;  to  him  we  intrusted  the  duty  of  stopping  the 
leak,  which  he  fairly  accomplished  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 

Acting  Master  J.  S.  Watson  defended  his  vessel  in  the  most  gallant  manner, 
and  never  was  a  vessel  more  cut  up. 

Where  all  do  their  duty  it  is  hard  to  discriminate;  but  when  the  record  of  this 
expedition  is  overhauled,  the  names  of  Commander  R.  Townsend,  commanding 
Essex;  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps,  Eastport;  Lieutenant  Commander 
Watson  Smith,  Chillicothe,  (temporarily;)  Lieutenant  Commander  EL  R.  Breese, 
Black  Hawk;  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  P.  Foster,  Lafayette;  Lieutenant 
Commander  J.  A.  Greer,  Benton;  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  K.  Owen,  Lonis- 
ville;  Lieutenant  Commander  J.  G.  Mitchell,  Carondelet;  Lientcnant  Com- 
mander F.  M.  Ramsay,  Choctaw;  Lieutenant  Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge, 
Osage;  Lieutenant  Commander  Byron  Wilson,  Ouachita;  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander George  M.  Bache,  Lexington ;  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  W.  Terry, 
Benefit,  (naval  transport;)  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Hoel,  Pittsbnrg; 
Acting  Volunteer  Litmtenant  Samuel  Howard,  Neosho;  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  George  W.  Browne,  Ozark;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  R. 
Langthome,  Mound  City;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  Pearce,  Fort 
Hiiulnian;  Acting  Master  IL  H.  Gornnge,  Cricket;  Acting  Master  J.  S.  Wat- 
son, Juliet ;  Acting  Master  Charles  Thatcher,  Gazelle, — should  stand  promt- 
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nenty  having  xealously  peiformed  everything  required  of  them  with  on  ability 
dnerving  of  the  highest  praise. 

I  deem  it  necessary  to  send  you  a  bearer  of  despatches,  who  will  explain  to 
yon  Ailly  the  condition  of  the  fleet 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv'ant, 

DAVID  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D,  C 


PERILOUS  SITUATION  OF  THE  FLEET.— FALLING  BACK  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Flag-Ship  Cricket,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Beloic  Grand  Ecore,  La.,  Ajiril  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  communication  I  informed  you  of  the  sinking  of  the  East- 
port  hj  a  torpedo  about  eight  miles  below  Grand  Ecore.  The  moment  I  heard 
of  it  I  went  down  to  Alexandria  and  sent  a  despatch  vessel  for  our  two  steam 
pnmp-boats ;  one  was  coming  over  the  falls  as  I  passed  down  and  the  other 
fortanately  came  in  sight  an  hour  afterwards.  They  were  both  scut  up  and  set 
to  work  to  raise  the  sunken  vessel.  She  was  so  much  shattered  in  the  bottom 
that  I  almost  denpaired  of  effecting  anything.  The  same  day  that  the  boats 
arrived  up  General  Banks  gave  orders  for  the  army  to  prepare  to  move  on  to 
Alexandria,  and  as  Grand  Ecore  was  only  four  miles  from  us  by  land,  the 
chances  were  that  the  rebels  would  mount  numerous  artillery  on  the  bluff  close 
at  hand,  and  prevent  our  working.  Nevertheless  we  went  to  work,  and  pro- 
ceeded until  the  vessel  was  raised,  the  pumps  working  all  the  time,  and  we 
unable  to  gel  at  the  letik.  Lieutenant  Commander  Phelps  worked  with  great 
perseverance,  coolness,  and  patience  under  these  unpleasant  circumstances. 
The  same  day  the  army  moved  we  moved  down  with  the  Eastport  with  her  own 
steam  and  one  steam* pump  alongside  of  her,  barely  keeping  her  free,  and  the 
leak  not  discovered.  We  started  very  fair,  and  made  in  a  few  hours  twenty 
miles  down  river,  liavhig  sent  convoy  to  bring  down  the  tran>»portp,  which  were 
taken  safely  to  Alexandria.  But  the  Eastport  got  out  of  the  channel,  and  it 
seems  impossible  to  move  her  ahead.  Everything  that  man  can  do  has  been 
donet  and  I  shall  persevere  until  attacked  here,  or  until  the  falling  water 
endangers  the  otlier  vessels.  There  will  be  but  one  course  for  me  to  pursue, 
that  is,  to  perform  the  painful  duty  of  destroying  the  Eastport  to  prevent  her 
falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.  1  have  no  ccrtjiinty  of  getting  her  down  as  far 
as  Alexandria;  the  watctr  has  falhm  too  much  to  loavc  her  hens  with  our  army 
retreating  to  Alexandria,  and  with  2*0,000  rebels  (if  victorious)  ai<sailing  us  at 
ever^'  point.  AVe  can  light  them  to  the  last.  At  this  time  the  rebels  are  fol- 
lowing our  army,  and  the  artillery  and  musketry  can  be  heard  quite  distinctly. 
We  do  not  know  the  result.  Had  the  army  held  Grand  Ecore  a  fortnight,  we 
would  with  certainty  have  saved  the  vessel,  and  will  do  so  now  if  we  can  find 
water  to  get  her  down.  She  has  a  great  deal  of  water  in  her,  which  increases 
her  draught  and  makes  her  very  heavy  ;  her  pumps  cannot  get  it  all  out,  nor  can 
wc  find  the  place  where  she  is  injured.  The  unfortunate  issue  of  this  expedi- 
tion has  thrown  the  gunboats  into  a  bad  predicament.  Wlu.'n  1  came  up  lic^ro 
the  water  was  rising,  and  all  our  vessels  navigjited  the  river  to  (rrand  Ecore 
with  ease,  and  with  some  of  them  I  reached  Springfield  landing — the  place 
designated  by  General  Banks  for  tlie  gunboats  to  meet  the  army.  ^ly  part 
was  successfully  accomplished ;  the  failure  of  the  army  to  proceed,  and  the 
retreat  back  to  Grand  Ecore,  left  me  almost  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 
Fortunately  we  got  through  without  any  accident  or  serious  disaster  from  the 
mcmy's  fire.     I  soon  saw  that  the  army  would  go  to  Alexandria  again,  and  wo 
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would  be  left  above  the  bars  in  a  helpless  condition.    I  went  to  work  imme- 
diately to  get  the  heavy  boats  below,  which  I  sncceeded  in  doing  by  great 
exertions  on  the  part  of  the  commanders.     I  kept  the  lighter  draught  Tesscls  to 
cover  the  army  if  they  should  need  it,  and  to  take  the  transports  down  safely, 
all  of  which  was  done.     The  vessels  are  mostly  at  Alexandria,  above  the  fulls, 
excepting  this  one  and  two  others  I  kept  t6  protect  the  Eastport.     When  the 
rebels  heard  we  had  arrived  at  Grand  Ecore,  they  commenced  taming  the 
source  of  water  supply  off  into  the  lakes,  which  would  have  been  remedied  had 
the  army  Buccoed(»d  in  getting  to  Shreveport.      I  cannot  blame  myself  for 
coming  up  at  the  only  season  when  the  water  rises.     All  the  rivers  are  full  and 
rising,  but  tho  Red  river  is  falling  at  the  rate  of  two  inches  a  day — a  mo«t 
unusual  occurrence ;  this  river  always  being  full  until  the  middle  of  Jmie. 
Whether  we  will  yet  have  a  rise  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one  to  foresee. 
It  seems  like  an  impossibility  that  we  could  be  caught  in  such  a  predicament  in 
the  time  of  rising  water,  but  such  may  be  the  case.     If  General  Banks  should 
determine  to  evacuate  this  country,  the  gunboats  will  be  cut  off  from  all  com- 
munication with  the  Mississippi.     It  cannot  be  possible  that  the  country  would 
be  willing  to  have  eight  iron-clads,  three  or  four  other  gunboats,  and  many 
transports  sacrifieed  without  an  effort  to  save  them.      It  would  be  the  worst 
thing  that  has  happened  this  war.     I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  call  your 
earnest  attention  to  this  matter.     I  shall  remonstrate  with  all  the  energy  I  am 
capable  of  against  being  left  here  and  have  to  destroy  my  vessels,  and  I  hope, 
sir,  that  you  will  see,  in  the  position  wherein  I  am  placed,  strong  reasons  for 
holding  this  country,  and  reenforcing  the  army  with  troops,  to  do  it  with  a 
certainty.     Two  months  are  left  yet  in  which  to  expect  a  rise ;  but  many  say  it 
will  not  come — the  wish,  perhaps,  being  father  to  the  thought.     It  would  be 
hard   indeed,   after   co-operating  with   the   army,  and   the  navy   performing 
successfully  all  that  was  required  of  it,  to  be  left  in  a  position  where  we  would 
have  to  surrender  or  blow  up.     I  will  promise  you  the  latter.     I  have  no  hope 
of  getting  the  Eastport  down,  though  the  commander  is  still  very  sanguine. 
If  we  could  get  her  within  forty  miles  of  Alexandria  we  could  save  her;  or  If  it 
rises  there  will  be  no  trouble  at  all.     If  the  enemy  bring  on   their  heavy 
artillery,  the  people  on  the  steam-pumps  will  not  be  able  to  work  at  all.     With 
the  gimboats  alone  and  untrammelled,  1  should  not  be  afraid  of  any  force  the 
rebels  could  bring  to  bear  upon  us,  being  confident  that  we  could  bea:  them  off 
if  they  came  in  strong  force.     Whatever  may  happen  I  shall  hope  for  the  best, 
but  consider  it  my  duty  to  anticipate  events,  and  run  no  risk  of  loaing  this 
squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID   D.   PORTER,  Rear-Admiral 
Ilon.  G I  PEON  Wellks, 

ISecrctart/  of  the  Navy,  Washington ^  D.  C. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMERS  COVINGTON  AND  SIGNAL. 

Rt'port  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  P.  Lard, 

Umted  States  Steamer  Ghillicothb* 

Aboi^c  Alexandria  Falls,  May  8»  1864. 

Sir:  It  is  with  feolinjrs  of  regret  that  I  report  tho  loss  of  the  United  States 
steamer  (■ovin*j:t.on,  and  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

I  loft  Alexandriii,  convoying  the  steamer  Warner,  at  8  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  ^lay  4,  ISC 4.  "While  passing  AVilson's  plantation  the  Warner  was  fired 
into  hy  about  one  hundred  infantry,  losing  one  man.     I  fired  my  stern  g^ims  at 


REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVY.       631 

tbem  for  some  time,  and  passed  on.  After  proceeding  about  1 J  miles  further 
Ur.  AlcCIoflsj,  a  pilot  belonging  to  the  General  X^rice,  struck  tlie  8tem  of  the 
vetflel  against  a  bar,  thereby  breaking  the  port  rudder  badly  and  t^liivering  the 
tiller.  I  told  him  hereafter  Mr.  Emerson,  my  other  pilot,  would  manage  her. 
I  tied  up  all  night  about  a  mile  from  the  Ri^d  House,  and  commenced  repainng 
my  mdaer  and  tiller.  At  about  5  o'clock  I  was  joined  by  the  United  States 
steamer  Signal.  Both  of  us  kept  up  through  the  night  an  irregular  lire  on  the 
right  hand  shore  going  down,  as  they  had  fired  upon  us  with  infantry  while  we 
were  repairing. 

At  4^  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  all  got  under  way — the  Warner  in  the 
leadt  Covington  next»  and  tlie  Signal  last.     At  Dunn's  bayou  (on  the  ri^ht 

S'ng  down)  we  were  fired  upon  by  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  infantry.  The 
vington  was  hit  by  this  battery  only  three  times,  and  the  Warner's  rudders 
vere  disabled ;  but  she  still  continued  down  stream  until  she  came  to  a  short 
point  in  the  river,  when  she  went  into  the  bank.  She  hod  no  sooner  struck  the 
Dank  when  a  rebel  battery  (on  the  right-hand  shore  going  down)  and  from  4,000 
to  5,000  infantry  opened  on  her  and  my  vessel.  The  Covington  and  Signal 
immediately  commenced  firing.  Almost  every  shot  either  struck  the  boilers, 
fiteam-pipe,  or  machinery  of  the  Warner,  as  she  was  only  about  one  hundred 
yards  from  the  battery.  After  we  had  engaged  the  battery  about  three  hours 
the  Warner  hoisted  a  white  fiag.  We  still  kept  up  our  fire,  and  1  sent  a  party 
from  my  vessel  under  a  severe  fire  to  burn  her,  but  the  colonel  in  charge  sent 
me  word  that  there  were  nearly  12o  killed  and  wounded,  and  requested  that  I 
would  not  bum  her,  which  was  granted.  A  short  time  after  this  i  was  informed 
that  the  Signal  was  disabled.  I  immediately  rounded  to,  and  weut  alongside 
of  her,  took  her  in  tow  and  started  up  stream,  but  my  rudd(*rs  became  disabled 
and  the  Signal  got  adrift.  (It  was  impossible  to  pass  the  Warner,  so  Mr.  Em- 
enon,  my  pilot,  informed  me.)  Knowing  that  the  Signal  would  dritl  down  on 
the  Warner,  and  the  rebels  could  immediat(;ly  board  her,  I  ordered  the  com- 
manding officer  to  anchor  her,  which  was  done. 

Finding  it  impossible  to  handle  my  vessel,  and  fearing  I  should  get  on  the 
tide  where  nrtilh*ry  and  infantry  wt're,  1  went  over  on  the  other  bank  and  made 
£ut,  head  up  stream.  I  used  my  stem  guns  on  th(^  lower  battt^y  and  my 
broadside  on  the  infantry  abreast  of  us,  and  my  bow  gin  is  on  a  battery  that 
was  ahead  of  us,  which  had  been  brought  down  from  Dunn's  bayou.  My 
eitcape-pipe  was  cut  while  alongside  of  the  Signal,  causing  a  great  deal  of  steam 
to  escape,  and  making  the  impression  that  the  boilers  had  been  struck.  The 
men,  howevt-r.  soon  rallied,  and  kept  up  a  brisk  fin;  on  the  enemy.  Most  of 
tli<»  soldiers  and  otfieers,  among  whom  were  Colonel  Sliarp,  of  the  loGtli  X«jw 
York  volunteers.  Colonel  Kainor,  12J>th  Illinois,  (wound(?d  in  both  legs,)  Lieu- 
ti*nant  Simpson.  aide-de-c«nip  to  General  Hanks,  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
Clu'ster,  went  (»ver  on  the  Signal.  The  Signal  getting  adrift  from  us,  they  were 
not  able  to  return  to  my  vessel.  After  I  had  been  tied  to  the  bank  an  hour  or 
s<»  my  steam-drum  was  cut,  and  a  shrll  struck  under  the  boil*  i>,  letting  out  all 
the  water.  My  aninmnition  gave  out;  my  howitzers  were  disa))led  by  the 
bna-kct  bolts  dniwing  out,  and  every  shot  coming  through  us,  with  one  ofticerand 
a  good  many  of  men  already  killed,  I  detennined  to  burn  my  vessel.  1  spiked 
the  guns,  hud  coals  of  fire  strewn  on  the  decks,  and  myself  and  <'Xecntive  olfi- 
cers  set  fire  to  the  cotton  which  was  on  the  guard  alongside  of  the  engin(?s.  1 
wiw  it  burning  finely  before  I  left,  and  feel  sure  sh<.'  was  destn»y<*d.  While 
loiving  the  vessel  to  get  up  on  the  bank  a  terrible  fire  of  infantry  was  o|)ened 
on  us,  and  some  were  killed  in  going  up.  1  collected  my  ofiicers  and  men  all 
together,  and  found  1  had  with  me  0  officers  and  2.'i  men.  (my  crew  was  com- 
posed of  14  (officers  and  02  men.)  and  started  through  the  woods  for  Alexandria 
at  20  minutes  of  11  o'clock.  When  within  ten  miles  of  Alexandria  we  were 
fired  upon  by  rebel  cavalry,  thereby  scattci-ing  us.     1  am  glad  to  say  that  they 
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bave  nearly  all  arrived  here  safe,  with  the  exception  of  Acting  Third  ABsistant 
Engineer  Syms,  who  was  wounded  in  the  head  while  fighting  a  fiew  gaerilUu 
who  had  fired  into  a  party  of  my  men  while  close  to  Alexandria.     He  has  since 
arrived  safe.     The  whole  action  lasted  about  five  hours,  and  the  Covington  wu 
badly  riddled  from  stem  to  stem,  there  being  no  less  than  5  shots  in  her  hull, 
and  some  40  or  50  in  her  upper  works.    The  officers  and  men  behaved  with 
great  gallantry,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  this  was  their  first  action. 
Acting  Master's  Mate  C.  W.  Gross  was  killed  by  a  shot  that  came  through  the 
shell-room.     The  officers  and  men  lost  all  of  their  personal  effects ;  the  onlj 
things  that  were  saved  being  the  signal  book  and  the  despatches  intrusted  to 
my  care,  which  were  returned  to  you.    llie  arms  that  were  brought  with  us  I 
turned  over  to  Acting  Master  II.  Gorringe,  of  the  Cricket,  taking  a  receipt  for 
the  same. 

In  conclusion,  I  most  respectfully  beg  that  a  court  of  inquiry  may  be  called 
to  determine  whether  the  honor  of  our  flag  suffered  in  my  hands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  P.  LORD, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lumtenantf  United  i>iate$  Aovjf* 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter* 

Plao-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  SauAORoXt 

Mound  City,  June  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the  Signal,  who  was  released  un- 
conditionally by  the  rebels.  It  only  corroborates  all  the  reports  I  have  received 
of  the  gallant  defence  of  this  vessel,  which  I  am  told  was  a  most  perfect  wreck 
when  she  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who  were  much  chagrined  that  so 
frail  a  vessel  hud  contended  so  long  against  seven  guns  placed  in  position  to 
get  a  cross-fire  on  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Navyt  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  N.  Brewster* 

Umted  States  Steamer  New  National. 

Mound  City,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer  Signal : 

Ix»aviiig  Alexandria  on  the  4th  of  May,  she  proceeded  down  the  river,  and 
anchored  at  night  in  company  with  United  States  steamer  Covington  and 
transport  Warner.  Starting  again  at  daylight,  we  had  proceeded  but  a  short 
distance  when  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  a  battery  of  two  guns,  and  from 
several  others  as  we  passed  on.  Their  fire  was  promptly  returned,  and  con- 
tinued until  9  o'clock,  when  it  ceased  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  opportmrity 
was  seized  for  distributing  bread,  as  breakfast  had  not  been  served.  ^The  firing 
soon  commenced  again,  and  continued  until  near  noon,  when  the  order  was 
passed  for  all  hands  to  prepare  to  abandon  and  bum  the  ship,  haring  been 
totally  disabled  for  more  than  nn  hour,  the  Warner  flying  a  white  flag*  and  the 
Covington  nearly  consumed,  exploding  her  magazine  soon  after.  Preparations 
lyere  made  and  a  part  of  the  men  had  safely  passed  up  the  bank,  irhen  the 
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order  was  countermanded ;  it  being  deemed  a  useless  waste  of  life  for  more  to 
attempt  it,  and  wholly  impossible  to  remove  the  wounded,  under  the  fire  of  the 
batteries,  and  several  hundred  sharpshooters,  and  the  white  flag  was  raised. 

Mj  station  was  unfavorable  for  observation,  and  my  professional  duties  occu- 
pied considerable  of  my  time ;  but  I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the 
Swndnct  of  those  stationed  near  me,  and  with  whom  I  came  in  contact 
the  action.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  Morgan,  commanding,  ap- 
to  be  coolly  attending  to  his  duties.  Acting  Ensign  C.  P.  Bragg,  execu- 
tive officer.  Ensign  W.  F.  Loan,  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  R.  P.  Croft,  had 
eharge  of  the  divisions,  and,  cheering  the  men  by  voice  and  example,  held  them 
to  their  stations,  despite  the  withering  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  through 
tbe  open  ports,  and  were  ably  seconded  by  the  captains  of  the  guns.  To  the  cool- 
ness of  the  engineers  in  shutting  off  the  steam  and  emptying  the  boilers,  when 
the  steampipe  was  cut,  the  safety  of  many  is  owing.  The  pilot.  Perry  Wilkes, 
left  his  wheel  only  when  it  was  disabled  in  his  hand  by  a  bursting  shell.  I 
would  make  special  mention  of  Acting  Ensigns  Bragg  and  Loan,  who  went  out 
in  full  view  of  several  hundred  sharpshooters  and  let  go  the  anchor ;  and  again 
to  ship  the  cable,  this  time  assisted  by  John  Fighland  (seaman,)  who  was  here 
disabled  by  his  second  wound.  ]\Iichacl  McCormic  (boatswain's  mate)  and 
Timothy  O'Donahu  (seaman,)  captains  of  guns,  were  wounded  early  in  the 
day,  but  stood  to  their  guns  until  ordered  away.  George  Butts,  gunner's  mate, 
and  Charles  Aster,  quarter  gunner,  were  on  the  sick  list,  but  did  duty  during 
the  whole  engagement.  Several  whose  names  I  have  forgotten  returned  to 
their  guns  when  their  wounds  had  been  dressed,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  all 
stood  to  their  work,  using  muskets  when  their  guns  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  BllEWSTEK,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Partial  list  of  casualties  on  hoard  tlie  Signal. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Missrssippi  Suuadrow, 

Jllound  City,  June  29,  1864. 

Sir :  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  partial  list  of  the  wounded  on  board  the  United 
States  steamer  Signal  at  the  time  of  her  loss. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER. 
Hon.  GiDKuN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


United  States  Steamer  New  National, 

June  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
k  and  wounded  captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  5th  of  ^fay,  and  left  in  my  care 
n  the  Confederate  States  hospital  at  Giieney ville,  Louisiana : 
Cha8.  AUen,  second-class  fireman,  Signal,  sick. 
Michael  Lyons,  coal-heaver.  Signal,  wounded. 
A.  J.  Shiver,  seaman,  Signal,  wounded. 
John  Uighland,  seaman.  Signal,  wounded. 
Gabriel  Frear^  landsman,  Signal,  wounded. 
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Isaac  Highland,  eeaman,  Covington,  wounded. 
Lewis  Jones,  quortennaster,  Signal,  wounded. 

They  were  paroled  on  the  16th  of  June,  and  delivered  to  Colonel  D wight, 
United  States  army,  on  the  17th,  who  transferred  them  to  the  United  States 
steamer  General  Bragg.  I  reported  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Chocttw 
on  the  l&th,  and  received  orders  to  remove  the  wounded  to  hospital  Pinkncy  and 
report  to  you  for  duty. 

In  obedience  I  took  passage  on  the  New  National,  and  took  to  the  hospital 
all  except  Ijewis  Jones,  quartermaster  of  the  Signal,  whose  time  has  expired,  and 
Isaac  Highland,  ordinaiy  seaman,  Covington,  entirely  recovered.  They  are  on 
board  that  vessel  now  awaiting  orders. 

I  have  submitted,  through  the  fleet  surgeon,  a  detailed  report  of  the  casualties 
on  board  the  Signal. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  BREWSTER. 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U,  S.  Stea?ner  Signal 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Convnanding  Mississijfpi  Squadron. 


ENGAGEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  CURLEW  A>T) 

REBEL  BATTERY  OPPOSITE  GAINES'S  LANDING. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  D,  Porter* 

Flau-Sikp  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Suuadro.v, 

Mound  City,  June  3,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  B. 
O'Neill,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Curlew,  giving  an  account  of  an 
attack  made  upon  that  vessel,  on  the  morning  of  May  25,  by  a  rebel  battery  of 
ten  or  twelve  guns,  opposite  Gaines's  landing.  It  appears  that,  although  taken 
somewhat  by  surprise,  all  wore  quickly  at  their  stations,  and  behaved  well  diuring 
the  engagement,  which  lasted  about  twenty  minutes. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear ^ Admiral. 
lion.  GiDKox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wds?ungton,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  H.  B,  O'Neill. 

United  States  Stea.mbr  Curlew, 

May  24,  1S64. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  at  5  o'clock  this  morning,  when 
opposite  Gaines's  landing,  Arkansas,  we  were  fired  into  from  a  battery  on  shore, 
consisting  of  ten,  if  not  of  twelve,  guns.  At  least  six  full  volleys  were  tired  at 
us.  r)ne  ]  2-pound  shell  struck  the  casemate  of  this  vessel,  lodging  upon  the 
ground  without  exploding.  Two  6-pound  solid  shot  went  through  the  casemates 
about  midships  on  port  side,  just  above  the  deck,  without  doing  any  material 
injury.  Shrapnel  flew  thick  around,  two  or  three  small  balls  peuetrating  the 
cabin. 

( )ne  of  their  guns  evidently  was  of  large  calibre,  as  several  shots  went  &r 
over  and  beyond  the  ve:jsel.     No  one  on  board  was  injured,  altliongli  Bevenl  of 
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row  escapes.  Notwithstanding  the  crew  was  just  turning  out 
ie&8,  and  having  been  but  little  accustomed  to  such  attacks,  they 
aess  and  promptness  during  the  engagement,  which  lasted  about 
» working  the  gims  with  alacrity — firing  twenty-eight  rounds  with 
if  precision.     Some  of  the  shots  from  our  gun  were  seen  to  strike 

States  steamer  Tylor  being  about  two  miles  in  advance  of  us, 
itle  to  notify  her  that  I  was  engaging  a  battery.  Before  she  ar- 
the  ground. 

atipn  witli  the  commander  of  the  Tylor,  it  was  deemed  best,  the 
left,  to  proceed  on  our  way. 

e  above  we  met  the  transport  steamer  Nicholas  Longworth,  when 
d  by  Lieutenant  Commander  James  M.  Prichett,  of  the  Tylor,  in 
ihe  United  States  steamer  Romeo,  to  return  and  convoy  her  below 
jiy  was,  which  we  did,  without  meeting  any  further  difficulty. 
lelay  in  our  arrival  at  Cairo  of  at  least  twelve  hours, 
ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  O'NEILL, 
Acting  Ensign,  Commanding, 
1  D.  D.  Porter, 
nding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


PASSAGE  OF  THE  FALLS  BY  THE  FLEET. 

Rfport  of  Rear-Admiral  D,  D.  Porter. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Missfssippi  Squadron, 

Mouf/i  of  Red  River,  May  16,  18G4. 

the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  voj^sels  lately  caught  by  low 
le  fills  at  Ah'xaiulria  have  been  released  from  their  unpleasant 
water  had  fall(?n  r*o  low  that  I  had  no  ho|)e  or  expectation  of  get- 
Is  out  thirt  season,  and  as  the  anny  had  made  arrangements  to 
untry,  I  saw  nothing  before  me  but  the  destruction  of  the  best 
Bissip])i  squadron. 

I  to  have  been  .an  especial  providence  looking  out  for  us  in  pro- 
pal  to  the*  emerp^ency.  Lieutcrnant  Colonel  Bailey,  acting  engineer 
\j  corps,  proposed  a  jilan  of  buildin;^  a  series  of  dams  across  the 
Is,  and  raising;  th<*  water  hi<i:h  enough  to  let  the  vessels  pass  over, 
m  looked  like  niadn<'ss,  and  the  bet-'t  engineers  ridiculed  it;  but 

was  so  san;jruine  r)f  success  that  I  re(|U(;sted  (leneral  Banks  to 
id  In;  entered  heartilv  into  the  work.  Provisions  were  short  and 
ost  out,  and  the  dam  was  proniiscid  to  be  finished  in  ten  days,  or 
Id  have  to  leave  us.  I  was  doubtful  about  the  time,  but  had  no 
3  ultimate  success,  if  time  would  only  permit,  (reneral  Banks 
isposal  of  Colonel  Baih^y  all  the  forct?  he  required,  consisting  of 
msaiid  men  and  two  or  three  hundred  wagons.  All  the  neigh- 
ills  were  torn  down  for  material,  two  or  three  regiments  of  Maine 
to  work  falling  trees,  and  on  the  second  day  after  my  arrival  in 
m  Grand  I'A'ore  tiie  work  had  fairly  begun.  Trees  were  falling 
idity;  teams  were  moving  in  all  directions,  bringing  in  brick  and 

were  opened ;  Hatboats  were  built  to  bring  stone  down  from 
jry  man  seemed  to  be  working  with  a  vigor  I  have  seldom  seen 
perhaps  not  one  in  dfty  believed  in  the  success  of  the  undertaking. 
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These  falls  are  about  a  mile  in  length,  filled  with  rugged  rocks,  over  which 
at  the  present  stage  of  water,  it  seemed  to  be  impossible  to  make  a  channel. 

Tlie  work  was  commenced  by  running  out  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river  a 
tree  dam,  made  of  the  bodies  of  very  large  trees,  brush,  brick,  and  stone,  cross- 
tied  with  other  heavy  timber,  and  strengthened  in  every  way  which  ingenuity 
could  devise.  This  was  run  out  about  three  hundred  feet  into  the  river;  four 
large  coal  barges  were  then  filled  with  brick  and  sunk  at  the  end  of  it.  From 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  cribs  filled  with  stone  were  built  out  to  meet  tlie 
barges.  All  of  which  was  successfully  accomplished,  notwithstanding  there  was 
a  current  running  of  nine  miles  an  hour,  which  threatened  to  sweep  everything 
before  it. 

It  will  take  too  much  time  to  enter  into  the  details  of  this  truly  wonderful 
work.  Suflico  it  to  say,  that  the  dam  had  nearly  reached  completion  in  eight 
days'  working  time,  and  the  water  had  risen  sufficiently  on  the  upper  falls  to 
allow  the  Fort  Hindman,  Oi^nge,  and  Neosho  to  get  down  and  be  ready  to  paM 
the  dam.  In  another  day  it  would  have  been  high  enough  to  enable  all  the 
other  vei«rioltj  to  pass  the  upper  falls.  Unfortunately,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
instant,  the  pressure  of  water  became  so  great  that  it  swept  away  two  of  the 
stone  barges,  which  swung  in  below  the  dam  on  one  side.  Seeing  this  unfortu- 
nate accident,  I  jumped  on  a  liorse  and  rode  up  to  where  the  upper  vessels  were 
anchored  and  ordered  the  Lexington  to  pass  the  upper  falls,  if  possible,  and  im- 
mediately atteni])t  to  go  tlirough  the  dam.  I  thought  I  might  be  able  to  save 
the  four  vessels  below,  not  knowing  whether  the  persons  employed  on  the  work 
would  ever  have  the  heart  to  renew  their  enterprise. 

Tlie  Lexington  succeeded  in  getting  over  the  upper  falls  just  in  time,  the  water 
rapidly  falling  as  she  was  passing  over.  She  then  steered  directly  for  the  open- 
ing in  the  dam,  tlirough  which  the  water  was  rushing  so  furiously  that  it  seemed 
as  if  nothing  but  destruction  awaited  her.  Thousands  of  beating  hearts  lr>oked 
on  anxious  for  the  result.  The  silence  was  so  grent  as  the  Lexington  approached 
the  dam  that  a  pin  might  almost  be  heard  to  fall.  She  entered  the  gap  with  a 
full  head  of  steam  on,  pitched  down  the  roaring  torrent,  made  two  or  tliree  spas- 
modic rolls,  hung  for  a  moment  on  the  rocks  below,  was  then  swept  into  aecp 
water  by  the  current,  and  roundcd-to  safely  into  the  bank.  Thirty  thousand 
voices  ro.^e  in  one  deafening  cheer,  and  universal  joy  seemed  to  pervade  the  face 
of  every  man  present. 

The  Neofciho  followed  next;  all  her  hatches  battened  down,  and  every  pre- 
caution taken  against  accident.  She  did  not  fare  as  well  as  the  Lexington,  ner 
pilot  having  become  frightened  as  he  approached  the  abyss  and  stopped  her  en- 
gine, when  1  particularly  ordered  a  full  head  of  steam  to  be  carrica ;  the  result 
was  that  for  a  moment  her  hull  disappeared  from  sight  under  the  water.  Every 
one  tliouglit  she  was  lost.  She  rose,  however,  swept  along  over  the  rocks  with 
the  current,  and  fortimately  escaped  with  only  one  hole  in  her  bottom,  which 
w,iH  t»topped  in  the  course  of  an  hour. 

Tlie  Hindman  and  Osage  both  came  through  beautifully  without  touching  a 
thing,  and  I  thought  if  I  was  only  fortunate  enough  to  get  my  large  vessels  ta 
well  over  the  falls,  my  fleet  once  more  would  do  good  service  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

The  accident  to  the  dam,  instead  of  disheartening  Colonel  Bailey,  only 
induced  him  to  renew  his  exertions,  after  he  had  seen  the  success  of  getting  four 
vessels  through. 

The  ni>ble-hearted  soldiers,  seeing  their  labor  of  the  last  eight  days  swept 
away  in  a  moment,  cheerfully  went  to  work  to  repair  damages,  being  confident 
now  that  all  the  gunboats  would  be  finally  brought  over.  These  men  bad  been 
working  for  eight  days  and  nights  up  to  their  necks  in  water  in  the  boiling  sun, 
cutting  trees  and  wheeling  bricks,  and  nothing  but  good  humor  prevailed  among 
them.     On  the  whole,  it  was  very  fortunate  the  dam  was  carried  away,  as 
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the  two  barges  tbat  were  swept  away  from  the  centre  swung  aronnd  against 
■cine  rocks  on  the  left,  and  made  a  fine  cushion  for  the  vessels,  and  prevented 
them,  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  from  running  on  certain  destruction. 

The  force  of  the  water  and  the  current  being  too  great  to  construct  a  contin- 
110Q8  dam  of  six  hundred  feet  across  the  river  in  so  short  a  time,  Colonel  Bailey 
determined  to  leave  a  gap  of  fifty-five  feet  in  the  dam,  and  build  a  series  of 
wing  dams  on  the  upper  falls.  This  was  accomplished  in  three  days*  time, 
uid  on  the  11th  instant  the  Mound  City,  Carondelet,  and  Pittsburg  came  over 
the  upper  falls,  a  good  deal  of  labor  having  been  expended  in  hauling  them 
thiougn,  the  channel  being  very  crooked,  scarcely  wide  enough  for  them.  Kcxt 
day  the  Ozark,  Louisville,  Chillicothe,  and  two  tugs  also  succeeded  in  crossing 
the  upper  falls.  Immediately  afterwards  the  Mound  City,  Carondelet,  and 
Pittsburg  started  in  succession  to  pass  the  dam,  all  their  hatches  battened 
down  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  accident.  The  passage  of  these 
▼esBels  was  a  most  beautiful  sight,  only  to  be  realized  when  seen.  I'hey  passed 
over  without  an  accident  except  the  unshipping  of  one  or  two  rudders.  This 
wae  witnessed  by  all  the  troops,  and  the  vessels  were  heartily  cheered  when 
they  passed  over.  Next  morning  at  10  o'clock  the  Louisville,  Chillicothe, 
Osark,  and  two  tugs  passed  over  without  any  accident  except  the  loss  of  a  man, 
who  was  swept  off  the  deck  of  one  of  the  tugs.  By  3  o'clock  that  atltemoon 
the  vessels  were  all  coaled,  ammunition  replaced,  and  all  steamed  down  the  river, 
with  the  convoy  of  transports  in  company.  A  good  deal  of  diflficulty  wai 
anticipated  in  getting  over  the  bars  in  lower  Red  river;  depth  of  water  reported 
only  five  feet ;  gunboats  were  drawing  six.  Providentially,  we  had  a  rise  from 
the  back-water  of  the  Miijsissippi,  that  river  being  very  high  at  that  time;  the 
back-water  extending  to  Alexandria,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant, 
enabling  us  to  pass  all  the  bars  and  obstructions  with  safety. 

Words  are  inadequate  to  express  the  admiration  1  feel  for  the  abilities  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Bailey.  I'his  is,  without  doubt,  the  best  engineering  feat 
ever  performed.  Under  the  best  circumstances  a  private  company  would  not 
have  completed  this  work  under  one  year,  and  to  an  ordinary  mind  the  whole 
thing  would  have  appeared  an  utter  impossibility.  Leaving  out  his  abilities  as 
an  engineer,  the  cnidit  he  has  conferred  upon  the  coinitry,  he  has  saved  to  the 
Union  a  valuable  fleet,  worth  in^arly  two  million  dollars.  More,  he  has  deprived 
the  enemy  of  a  triumph  which  would  have  emboldened  them  to  carry  on  this 
war  a  year  or  two  longer;  for  the  intended  departure  of  the  army  was  a  fixed 
fact,  and  there  was  nothing  h*ft  tor  me  to  do,  in  case  that  event  occurred,  but  to 
destroy  every  pai-t  of  the  vei^.sels,  so  that  the  rebels  could  make  nothing  of  them. 
The  highest  honors  the  goveniniont  can  bestow  on  Colonel  Bailey  can  never 
repay  him  for  the  service  he  has  rendered  the  country. 

To  General  Banks  personally  1  am  much  indebted  for  the  happy  manner  in 
which  he  has  forwarded  this  enterprise,  giving  it  his  whole  attenti<m  night  and 
day,  scarcely  sleeping  while  the  work  was  going  on,  tending  personally  to  see 
that  all  the  requirements  of  Colonel  Bailey  were  complied  with  on  the  instant. 

I  do  not  believe  there  ever  was  a  case  where  such  difficulties  were  overcome 
in  such  a  short  space  of  time,  and  without  any  preparation. 

I  beg  leav<»  to  mention  the  names  of  some  of  the  persons  engaged  on  this 
work,  as  I  think  that  credit  should  be  given  to  every  man  employed  on  it.  I 
am  unable  to  give  the  names  of  all,  but  sincerely  trust  that  General  Banks  will 
do  full  justice  to  every  officer  engaged  in  this  undertaking,  when  he  makes  his 
report.  I  only  regret  that  time  did  not  enable  me  to  get  the  names  of  all  con- 
cerned.    The  following  are  the  names  of  the  most  prominent  persons  : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Bailey,  acting  military  engineer,  nineteenth  army  corpSf 
in  charge  of  the  work. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Pearcall,  assistant. 

Colonel  Dwight,  acting  assistant  inspector  general. 
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Licntcnnnt  Colonel  W.  B.  Kinecy,  161gt  New  York  Yolnnteers. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Hubbard,  30tli  Maine  volunteers. 

!Maj(»r  Sawtelle,  provost  marshal,  and  Lieutenant  Williamson,  ordnance  officer. 

The  following  were  a  portion  of  the  regiments  employed :  29tli  Maine,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kmmergon;  116th  New  York,  commanded  by 
Colonel  George  M.  Love ;  161st  New  York,  commanded  by  Captain  Prentiss; 
133d  New  York,  commanded  by  Colonel  Currie. 

The  engineer  regiment  and  officers  of  the  thirteenth  army  corps  were  also 
employed. 

I  feel  that  I  have  done  but  feeble  justice  to  the  work  or  the  persons  engaged 
in  it.  Being  severely  indii*po8ed,  I  feel  myself  unable  to  go  into  farther  details. 
I  trust  some  future  historian  will  treat  this  matter  as  it  deserves  to  bo  treated, 
because  it  is  a  subject  in  which  the  whole  country  should  feel  an  interest,  and 
the  noble  men  who  succeeded  so  admirably  in  this  arduous  task  should  not  lose 
one  atom  of  credit  so  justly  due  them. 

The  Mississippi  squadron  will  never  forget  the  obligations  it  is  under  to  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Bailey,  acting  military  engineer,  of  the  nineteenth  army  corps. 

Previous  to  passing  the  vessels  over  the  falls  I  had  nearly  all  the  guns,  am- 
munition, provisions,  chain-cables,  anchors,  and  everything  that  couUl  affect 
their  draught,  taken  out  of  them. 

The  commanders  were  indefatigable  in  their  exertions  to  accomplish  the  object 
before  them,  and  a  happier  set  of  men  were  never  seen  than  when  their  vessels 
wen;  once  more  in  fighting  trim. 

If  til  is  expedition  has  not  been  so  successful  as  the  country  hoped  for,  it  has 
exhibited  the  indomitable  spirit  of  eastern  and  western  men  to  overcome  obstacles 
deem(?d  by  most  people  insurmountable.  It  has  presented  a  new  feature  in  the 
war,  nothing  like  which  has  ever  been  accomplished  before. 

I  regret  to  inform  you,  among  the  misfortunes  of  this  expedition,  of  the  loss  of 
two  small  h'ght  drauglit-gunbdats — the  Signal  and  Covington.  I  sent  thom  down 
from  Alexandria  to  convoy  a  quartermaster's  boat,  the  Warner,  loiided  with 
cotton  and  some  four  hundred  troops  on  board,  not  knowing  that  the  enemy  had 
any  nrtilh;ry  on  tln^  river  below  us,  or  anything  more  than  wandering  gangs  of 
gm!rilla.>,  armed  with  muskets,  which  these  vessels  were  competent  to  drive  off. 
it  ajjpears,  howevt?r,  that  the  rebels  were  enabled  to  pass  our  advance  force  at 
night  with  six  thousand  men  and  some  twenty-five  pieces  of  artillery.  AVith 
those  they  established  a  series  of  batteries  at  a  place  called  Dunn's  bayou»  thirty 
miles  ])('1()W  Alexandria — a  very  conmiauding  position.  These  batteries  were  so 
masked  that  they  could  not  be  seen  in  passing,  even  by  the  closest  obHcrvation. 

Tlie  iirst  notice  the  vessels  received  of  the  battery  was  a  furious  lire  which 
ojxMied  on  the  quartermaster's  boat,  the  Warner,  piercing  her  boilers,  and  com- 
pletely disabling  her.  At  the  same  time  six  thousand  infantry  opened  with 
musketry,  killing  and  wounding  half  the  soldiers  on  this  vessel.  She  drifted 
in  to  the  op])osite  bank,  where  a  number  managed  to  make  their  escape  iu  the 
bushes,  though  many  were  kiUed  in  attempting  to  do  so. 

The  Signal  and  C-ovington  immediately  rounded  to  and  opened  their  guns  on 
the  b.Mtteiies,  and  j>ushe(l  up  endeavoring  to  rescue  the  AVarner  from  her  perilous 
position.  They  liad,  however,  as  much  as  they  could  do  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves, the  cross-iire  of  the  three  batteries  cutting  them  up  in  a  terrible  manner. 
Their  steam-pipes  wen;  soon  cut,  and  their  boilers  perforated  with  shot,  not- 
withstanding which  they  fought  the  batteries  for  five  long  hours,  the  vessels 
being  cut  all  to  pieces,  and  many  killed  and  wounded  onboard. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  George  P.  Lord,  commanding  the  Covington, 
having  expenih'd  ail  his  shot,  s])iked  his  guns,  set  tire  to  his  vessel,  and  escaped 
with  what  was  left  ol  his  crew  to  the  shore,  and  his  vessel  blew  up, 

Th<-  Signal,  Acting  \'olunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Morgaiit  still  fought  her 
guns  lor  half  an  hour  after  the  destruction  of  the  Covington.     Uc  found  it  im- 
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poesible  to  destroy  his  vessel  by  burning,  lier  decks  being  covered  with  wounded, 
and  humanity  forbade  him  sacrificing  the  lives  of  the  noble  fellows  who  had 
defended  their  vessel  so  gallantly.  He  gave  permission  to  all  those  who  wished 
to  escape  to  do  so.  Some  of  them  attempted  to  get  off  by  climbing  up  the 
bank.  Many  were  killed  while  doing  so  by  the  murderous  fire  of  musketry 
poured  in  from  the  opposite  side.  The  captain  remained  by  the  vessel  and  was 
captured,  if  he  remained  alive;  but  I  have  no  information  regarding  him.  The 
rebels  took  the  guns  off  of  her,  and  placed  her  across  the  channel  as  an  ob- 
struction.    Sunk  her. 

Greneral  Banks,  on  hearing  the  news,  sent  out  cavalry  to  hunt  for  the  unfor- 
tunate men,  many  of  whom  were  picked  up  and  brought  into  Alexandria.  A 
aomber  escaped  down  river,  and  went  aboard  some  light-draught  gunboats  that 
were  coming  up  at  the  time  to  the  scene  of  action,  but  were  driven  back  by  the 
aaperior  artillery  of  the  enemy. 

I  feel  very  much  for  the  poor  fellows  who  fell  into  the  rebels*  hands,  as  the 
latter  have  been  very  merciless  to  some  of  the  prisoners  they  have  taken,  and 
committed  outrages  at  which  humanity  shudders. 

The  vessels  will  all  return  to  their  stations  in  a  few  days,  as  there  is  no  pros- 
pect, under  present  circumstances,  of  renewing  operations  in  this  part  of  Louis- 
iana, the  season  having  passed  for  operating  with  any  chance  of  success. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  that  the  rebel  guerillas  have  become  quite  troublesome  on 
the  Mississippi  since  I  left,  all  of  which  will  be  rectified  within  the  coming  week. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Rear-Admiral  D,  D,  Porter. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Off  Mouth  of  Red  River,  La„  May  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  my  report  in  relation  to  the  release  of  the  gunboats  from  their  un- 
pleasant position  above  the  falls,  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  mention  that  I 
was  obliged  to  destroy  eleven  32-pounders — not  having  time  to  haul  them  fiom 
above  the  falls  to  Alexandria,  the  army  having  moved  and  drawn  in  all  their 
pickets.  The  best  guns  were  hauled  first.  The  32-pounders  were  old  guns, 
and  would  have  been  condemned  on  the  first  opportunity.  For  the  same  rea- 
sons, I  also  omitted  to  mention  that  I  was  obliged  to  take  off  the  iron  from  the 
Bides  of  the  Pook  gunboats  and  from  the  Ozark,  to  enable  tliem  to  get  over. 
Not  being  able  to  haul  this  iron  around  the  falls  to  Alexandria,  from  want  of 
wagons,  I  ordered  the  gunboats  to  run  up  the  river  at  night  to  a  point  where 
they  could  find  from  iiy(i  to  six  fathoms  of  water,  where  the  iron  was  thrown 
overboard,  and  where,  in  a  few  moments,  it  would  sink  many  feet  undt^r  the 
quicksands,  thus  leaving  no  possible  chance  for  the  rebels  to  recover  it. 

The  Pook  vessels  run  so  much  better  without  this  iron  than  they  ever  did  be- 
fore, and  it  never  having  been  of  any  use  to  them,  I  propose  leaving  it  off 
altogether.  Their  forward  casemates  are  still  heavily  protected  with  iron,  and 
as  tliey  always  fight  bow  on,  it  is  all  they  should  carry.  Besides,  they  are 
getting  old,  and  having  done  a  great  deal  of  service  without  any  repairs,  they 
cannot  bear  the  weight.  They  now  run  from  two  to  two  and  a  half  knots  faster 
than  before. 

The  Ozark  is  a  miserable  vessel.  Her  turret  has  ceased  to  work  altogether, 
and  is  about  twice  as  high  and  heavy  as  it  should  be.     I  really  do  not  know 
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what  can  be  done  with  her,  unless  it  is  to  take  the  turret  off,  and,  with  some  ad- 
ditional strengthening,  put  casemates  about  her.  This,  when  done,  will  enable 
her  to  lie  at  some  of  the  points  on  the  river  where  a  formidable  veaael  ia  re- 
quired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER, 
Rear-Adfniral,  Commanding  Musissippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C, 


Congratulatory  Letter  to  Rear-Admiral  D,  D,  Porter. 

Navy  Department, 

May  31,  18G4. 

Sir  :  The  department  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  your  interesting  report 
of  the  IGth  instant,  giving  a  detailed  and  graphic  account  of  the  rescue  of  the 
Mississippi  squadron  from  its  perilous  position  above  the  falls  at  Alexandria, 
Red  river,  and  of  the  aid  which  you  received  through  the  indomitable  perse- 
verance and  engineering  skill  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  I3ailey,  acting  military  en- 
gineer of  the  19th  army  corps. 

It  is  with  no  ordinary  feelings  of  pleasure  that  the  department  learns  of 
the  safe  passage  of  that  valuable  squadron,  threatened  as  it  was  with  inevitable 
capture  or  destruction,  and  congratulates  you  and  your  command  that  the  fleet 
which  had  borne  such  a  conspicuous  part  in  many  of  the  great  events  of  the 
war  has  been  spared  to  the  country  for  future  usefulness  and  renown. 

You  will  tender  the  thanks  of  the  department  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
army  for  the  cheerful  aid  given  you  in  this  great  emergency,  without  ^hich 
the  squadron  would  unavoidably  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels  or 
been  destroyed.  While  regretting  the  loss  of  the  steamers  Signal  and  Coving- 
ton, and  lamenting  for  the  brave  men  who  fell  in  the  engagement  with  the  en- 
emy, the  department  takes  great  pleasure  in  expressing  its  admiration  of  the 
gallant  manner  in  which  those  vessels  were  defended,  and  has  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  officers  and  men  did  their  whole  duty  nobly  and  faithfully. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commaning  Mississippi  Squadron,  Cairo,  lllinoii. 


ASSISTANCE  RENDERED  THE  ARMY. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk  Mississippi  Squauron, 

Of  Cairo,  lllinoii.  May  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place,  four  days  from  Bed 
river.  The  army  had  all  crossed  the  Atchafalaya,  and  General  Smith's  division 
had  embarked;  the  gunboats  covered  the  army  until  all  were  over.  Oenend 
Smith,  who  brought  up  the  rear,  turned  upon  the  rebels  with  a  part  (^hia  com- 
mand under  General  Mower,  killed  and  wounded  a  number,  captured  180 
prisoners,  and  two-field  pieces.  This  makes  eight  or  nine  field-piecea  captured 
by  General  Smith,  besides  the  guns  captured  at  Fort  De  Buasy,  in  all  of  which 
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captures  General  Mower  bore  a  conspicuous  part.     It  is  just  such  men  we  want 
to  lead  our  soldiers. 

The  riTer  is  quiet  between  this  and  Red  river.     The  rebels  had  a  battery  on 
the  banks  below  Tunica  bend,  but  the  gunboats  drove  it  away  after  a  short  action. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  STEAMER  CHAMPION  (PUMP  BOAT.) 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D,  Porter. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  CUy,  June  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  enclose  a  report  from  Pilot  Wm.  Maitland,  who  lately  escaped  from 
the  rebels.  He  was  the  pilot  who  volunteered  to  take  tlie  Champion,  No.  5, 
(pump  boat,)  past  the  batteries  up  Red  river.  His  report  gives  an  account  of  the 
fate  of  the  Champion,  and  also  an  account  of  the  lamentable  fate  of  those  on 
board ;  and  though  the  news  is  painful  to  the  friends  of  tne  parties  who  were  on 
the  boat,  it  is  as  well  that  they  should  know  the  worst. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Pilot  Wm.  Maitland, 

Mound  City,  June  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  April  I  volunteered  my  services  to  pilot 
the  steamer  Champion,  No.  5,  by  the  rebel  batteries,  in  company  with  the  gun- 
boats Fort  Hindman  and  Juliet,  all  of  which  had  failed  to  get  past  them  the 
night  previous. 

We  started  at  about  8  o,clock,  the  Fort  Hindman.  having  the  Juliet  in  tow, 
taking  the  lead.  When  nearly  opposite  the  batteries,  a  shell  entered  the  pilot- 
honse  of  my  boat,  which  wounded  me  in  both  legs,  causing  me  to  drop  on  my 
knees,  depriving  me  from  working  the  wheel ;  the  boat  then  ran  into  the  bank 
of  the  river,  on  the  same  side  with  the  batteries  :  another  shell  struck  her  at 
this  time,  which  wounded  me  in  six  other  places;  and  still  another,  which  cut 
away  the  bell-rope  and  speaking-trumpet.  Recovering  sufficiently  from  my 
wounds,  I  rung  the  8tarb(»ard  bell,  and  had  the  boat  backed  across  the  river  to  the 
opposite  side  from  the  enemy.  I  then  left  the  pilot-house  andjumped  overboard 
and  swam  ashore,  the  enemy  keeping  up  a  heavy  fire  upon  the  boat  until  she 
rank,  which  was  in  about  a  half-hour  afterwards. 

She  now  lies  with  her  head  up  stream,  her  hurricane  deck,  on  the  port  side, 
mder  water  ;  starboard  side  the  boiler  deck,  ditto.  From  what  I  could  learn,  the 
rebels  are  trying  to  raise  her,  with  poor  prospects  of  success.  Captain  Roberts, 
and  a  deck  hand  named  Michael  Calvin,  were  killed.  Pat.  Gorman,  a  deck 
hand,  wounded  and  prit^oner;  since  paroled  (on  the  17th;)  the  balance  of  the  crew 
were  taken  prisoners,  and  sent  to  Tyler,  Texas. 
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I  learned  that  as  the  GhampioD,  No.  3,  approached  the  batteries  the  previons 
night,  a  twelve  pound-shot  entered  her  starboard  boiler,  which  caused  it  to 
explode.  Captain  Stewart  and  three  engineers,  whose  names  are  unknown  to 
me,  were  scalded  to  death ;  also  the  cook.  Michael  Shields  was  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner,  but  since  paroled.  All  the  contrabands  on  board,  some  one  ban- 
dred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred,  wore  scalded  to  death,  excepting  fifteen.  The 
rebels  have  repaired  the  boilers  of  this  boat,  and  she  is  now  running  on  the  river 
below  Alexandria.  She,  in  company  with  the  steamer  Frolic,  came  out  to  tbe 
mouth  of  the  R(k1  river,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  with  wounded  officers.  I  think,  as 
near  as  I  could  hjarn  from  the  rebels,  that  the  battery  consisted  of  eighteen  guud, 
two  of  which  were  of  Ninis's  battery,  captured  from  General  Banks's  army.  A 
captain  and  lieutenant  were  among  the  killed  on  the  rebel  side. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MAITLAND,  Pilot. 

Rear-Admiral,  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississijn  Sfjuadron. 


MISCELLANEOUS    REPOKTS. 

OPERATIONS  ON  THE  TENNESSEE  AND  CUMBERLAND  RIVERS. 

Report  of  Rcar-Admirfil  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flag-Siiip  Black  Hawk,  Mississiphi  Squadron, 

Cairot  December  2,  1863. 

Sir:  In  tlie  operations  lately  carried  on  up  the  Tennessee  and  Cumberland 
rivers,  tbe  gunboats  bave  been  extremely  active,  and  have  achieved  with  perfect 
8ucc('f»8  all  that  was  (le^*ired  or  required  of  them.  As  soon  as  I  heard  of  Gen- 
eral Sherman's  move  from  M<'mj)hi8  for  Corinth,  I  commenced  assembling  the 
most  suitable  vei*i»el8  at  the  mouths  of  the  Cumberland  and  Tennessee  riven*. 
The  water  was  very  low  in  the  Ohio,  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Le  lloy  Fitch 
was  obliged  to  force  his  vessels,  drawing  thirty  inches,  over  bars  where  there  were 
only  twenty-six  inches  of  water ;  he  succeeded  in  getting  over  (though  with  some 
damage  to  the  vessel)  in  time  to  convoy  any  transports  that  might  be  ready; 
and,  despite  the  guerilhis  on  the  banks,  has  taken  through  safely  all  tho  steam- 
ers  and  stores  so  much  n(?eded  by  our  army. 

A  fortunate  rise  of  water  enabled  me  to  get  tho  gunboats,  under  Lieutenant 
Commander  Phelps,  up  the  Tennessee  as  far  as  Eastport;  a  few  hours  after, 
General  Sherman  arrived  at  luka.  With  the  help  of  our  barges,  General  Sher- 
man's troops  w(;re  all  ferried  over  in  an  incredibly  short  time  by  the  gunboats, 
and  he  was  enabled  to  bring  his  formidable  corps  into  action  in  the  late  battles 
at  Chattanooga,  which  has  resulted  so  gloriously  for  our  arms. 

Later,  we  got  the  traus])orts  all  up  with  provisions,  and  have  held  Eastport 
and  thereabouts,  tlin^atening  any  party  that  might  attempt  to  cut  our  commu- 
iiications.  I  have  just  n.'ceived  a  telegraph  from  Genenu  Grant,  desiriug  that 
Eastport  should  be  evacuated,  and  the  troops  conveyed  to  Columbus,  Kentucky. 
I  have  made  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for  this  movei  and  sixteea  trans- 
ports left  Padueah  to- day,  at  4  o'clock,  to  bring  down  the  troo|>B.  I  have 
been  obliged  to  employ  eighteen  gunboats  on  this  duty,  (which  has  weakened 
other  points,)  and  now  wmII  be  able  to  dispense  with  some  of  them,  and  employ 
them  elsewhere  to  great  advant^ige.  The  rebels  are  evidently  making  a  move 
towards  the  river  on  both  sides  with  numerous  artillery,  to  carry  out  ubeir  plan 
of  stopping  transportation ;  they  attacked  the  gunboat  Signal  a  few  days  ago 


EEPORT  OF  THE  SECBETARY  OF  THE  NAVY.       543 

with  six  pieces  of  artillerj,  and  after  a  smart  fight  wounded  five  of  her  men, 
pnttiDg  eiffht  shots  through  and  through  her ;  the  Choctaw  opened  on  them, 
and  soon  drove  them  away,  since  which  time  they  have  not  heen  heard  from. 

Having  so  few  troops  on  the  river  at  this  moment  emboldens  the  guerillas, 
and  they  are  assembling  about  Port  Hudson,  evidently  with  the  intention  of 
getting  into  it  again,  if  they  can. 

I  would  earnestly  recommend  that  every  larffe  gun  be  disitiounted  from  that 
place ;  they  are  of  no  use  there,  and  are  in  the  same  position  they  occupied 
when  the  fort  capitulated,  commanding  the  water  only.  I  will  promise  that 
the  gunboats  will  keep  all  field  batteries  at  a  respectful  distance ;  but,  with  the 
amall  garrison  at  Port  Hudson,  an  energetic  enemy  might  get  possession,  and 
we  would  for  a  time  be  blocked  again,  though  it  would  be  for  a  short  time. 

Port  Hudi»on  is  the  only  place  on  the  river  where  the  rebels  would  have  a 
chance  of  success ;  a  surprise  is  feasible,  and  the  only  way  to  prevent  it  is  to 
move  the  guns ,  which  only  command  the  water,  where  no  foes  can  be  expected. 

General  Sherman  recommended  me  to  urge  upon  General  Banks  the  propriety 
of  pursuing  this  course ;  but  as  he  is  not  within  reach,  I  earnestly  recommend 
it  to  the  department. 

With  the  water  a  little  higher,  and  some  more  gunboats  below,  we  will  make 
the  banks  of  the  river  uncomfortable  for  field  artillerists. 

Now  that  General  Banks  has  gone  to  Texas  with  a  majority  of  the  troops, 
the  entire  length  of  the  river,  with  the  exception  of  points  gamsoned  by  our 
troops,  is  open  to  the  raids  of  the  guerillas  and  between  Natchez  and  Port  Hud- 
son, on  both  sides,  there  are  assembling  now  about  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  with  thirty  or  forty  pieces  of  artillery ;  the  deserters  say  seventy-five 
pieces,  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Foster  reports  seventy-five  pieces  between 
Bed  river  and  Bayou  Sara.  The  latter  report  I  have  no  confidence  in,  but  am 
sure  that  the  rebels  will  make  a  bold  push,  in  the  absence  of  so  many  troops, 
to  get  possession  of  this  river  again. 

I  am  sure  they  meditate  an  attack  on  Columbus. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

United  States  Steamer  Choctaw, 
Off  Mfjuth  of  Red  River,  November  23,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  rej)ort  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  instant  the 
steamer  Black  Hawk  came  down  the  river,  bound  to  New  Orleans.  I  warned 
her  captain  and  the  treasury  agent  of  the  danger  below  us,  and  offered  to  convoy 
them  by  it,  if  they  would  wait  until  the  morning.  The  offer  was  declined,  and 
the  Black  Hawk  proceeded  down  the  river.  When  about  half  a  mile  below  ua 
she  was  fircd  into  by  a  rebel  field  battery  concealed  in  the  woods.  I  immediately 
opened  on  the  battt^ry  with  the  stern  guns  and  the  100-pounder  on  the  flat. 
Boeing  that  the  Black  Hawk  was  damaged,  I  got  under  way  and  went  to  her 
aMUtance.  Finding  her  ashore  opposite  Hog  Point,  with  her  "texas  "  on  fire  and 
her  steering  apparatus  disabled,  I  took  her  in  tow  and  brought  her  up  to  this 
pUoe  to  repair. 

I  expended  four  100-pounder  and  nine  30-pounder  shells,  six  9-inch  shell,  one 
ahnpiell,  and  three  canister. 


544       REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Tho  Red  riv^er  has  risen  a  little.     I  had  it  sonnded  at  the  month  of  Old 
river  to-day,  and  found  nine  feet,  and  the  current  setting  up.     Thia  ought  to 
make  about  five  feet  on  the  bar,  near  the  head  of  the  island. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  M.  RAMSAY. 
Lieutenant  Commander^  ConCdg  Third  DisL,  Miss,  River, 
Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Cammanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


OPERATIONS  NEAR  NATCHEZ,  MISSISSIPPI. 

Letter  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter  transmitting  various  reports, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  December  6,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  for  your  information,  copy  of 
letter  from  Lieutenant- Commander  James  A.  Greer,  commanding  Benton,  giviuz 
account  of  affairs  on  the  river,  and  also  copy  of  letter  from  Acting  Master  W. 
E.  H.  Fentress,  late  commanding  United  States  steamer  Rattler,  dated  Libby 
Prison,  Richmond,  Va. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  James  A,  Greer, 

United  States  Steambr  Bbnton, 

Off  Natchez,  November  24,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Forest  Rose  has  returned  to 
this  district,  and  is  now  guarding  from  Grand  Gulf  to  St.  Joseph's.  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Pittsburg  that  a  citizen  told 
him  of  about  12,000  bales  of  G.  S.  A.  cotton  within  from  twelve  to  twenty-five 
miles  of  Grand  Gulf,  in  different  lots. 

Since  my  last  report  the  rebels  have  shown  themselves  three  times  between 
this  and  Rodney.  They  fired  upon  tho  St.  Louis  and  Nebraska  with  masketrji 
doing  no  damage.  On  the  Slst  they  fired  into  the  Welcome,  justabi>ve  Water- 
proof, with  artillery  (G-poundcrs)  and  musketry,  cutting  the  boat  up  a  good 
deal,  but  hurting  no  one.  The  Curlew  went  to  her  assistance,  but  saw  nothiog 
of  the  rebels. 

On  Sunday  General  Grcsham,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Vicksburg  with  hia 
brigade,  under  convoy  of  the  Curlew,  landed  a  regiment  at  Duncan's,  and  march- 
ing over  to  Waterproof  captured  nine  rebel  soldiers ;  the  artillery,  I  under- 
stand, made  their  escape. 

A  large  part  of  the  garrison  at  this  place  has  been  removed.  Crencral  Smith 
is  now  in  command,  with  one  brigade  and  one  regiment.  They  arc,  I  nnder- 
stand,  to  be  relieved  in  a  day  or  two  by  a  small  force  of  troopa,  not  vetermiu. 
This  is  an  important  point,  and  should  be  well  garrisoned.  If  there  is  not  a 
larger  force  there,  I  understand  it  is  to  be  left.  There  will  be  an  attack  made 
by  the  rebels,  who  are  in  force  some  miles  back. 
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Pleftse  inform  me  what  diBposition  eliall  be  made  of  the  effects  of  the  men  of 
the  Battler,  captured  at  Rodney. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER, 
Lieutenant- Chmmander,  Com'dg  Fourth  Dist.t  Miss.  Squadron. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

(Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Statement  of  Acting  Master  W.  E.  H,  Fentress. 

LiBBY  Prison, 
Richmond^  Va.,  November  15,  1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  report  of  my  unfortunate  capture, 
together  with  Acting  Ensign  S.  Strunk  and  fifteen  seamen  belonging  to  the 
United  States  steamer  Rattler. 

On  the  12th  September  (the  steamer  Rattler  lying  off  Rodney,  Mississippi,) 
I  went  on  shore  to  attend  divine  service,  which  was  performed  in  a  church  not 
two  hundred  yards  distant  from  the  steamer,  and  in  open  view.  I  had  been 
stationed  at  Rrodney  since  the  Tensas  expedition,  and  had  never  seen  or  heard 
of  an  enemy  near  that  point.  I  had  taken  many  negroes  who  were  from  the 
neighborhood,  and  all  reported  no  rebels  in  that  vicinity.  I  do  not,  sir,  wish  to 
excuse  myself,  for  I  am  aware  that  excuses  are  of  little  value  with  you,  when  an 
officer  is  at  fault ;  but,  sir,  I  do  crave  your  forbearance  in  this  most  unfortunate 
mistake  of  mine. 

We  had  just  entered  and  were  seated  in  the  church  when  a  squadron  of  fifty 
cavalry  dashed  upon  us  and  opened  fire  from  the  windows  and  doors.  I  en- 
deavored to  stop  this  brutal  fire  upon  unarmed  men,  but  was  fired  upon  by  the 
fiends,  and  slightly  wounded  in  the  back.  My  hands  were  tied,  and  I  was 
made  fast  to  a  horse,  and  compelled  to  keep  pace  with  him  for  five  miles.  My 
treatment  since  my  capture  has  been  brutal ;  but,  inhuman  as  it  is,  sir,  I  would 
be  happy  if  I  knew  that  your  displeasure  was  removed,  and  that  I  might  again 
retrieve  my  character  in  the  Mississippi  squadron  under  your  command. 

May  I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  drop  me  a  line  in  my  present  miserable  con- 
dition ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  E.  H.  FENTRESS, 
Acting  Master  U.  S.  N.,  late  Com'dg  U.  S.  S.  Rattler. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  LOWER  MISSISSIPPI. 

Letter  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter  transmitting  various  reports. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Uawk,  Mississippi  SurADRON, 

CairOt  December  31,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  communications  from 
Lieutenant  Commander  James  A.  Greer,  Lieutenant  Commander  James  P.  Fos- 
ter, and  Acting  Ensign  E.  F.  Brooks,  in  relation  to  the  state  of  affairs  on  the 
lower  Mississippi,  and  remain,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Cammander  Jamet  P.  Foster, 

United  States  Steamer  Lapaybttb, 
Off  Bayou  Sara,  La,,  December  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  send  yon  the  reports  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  F.  Brooks,  in  the  commaDd 
of  the  Neosho,  and  William  P.  Lee,  acting  ensign,  commanding  United  States 
stekjaer  Signal,  of  the  10th  instant,  in  relation  to  what  was  done  in  regard  to 
the  firing  into  the  Von  Phul.  I  cannot  approve  of  the  course  these  vessels 
pursued  upon  their  return,  inasmuch  as  they  did  not  see  an  enemy  to  fire  at, 
l)ut  shelled  the  banks  where  the  enemy  was  last  seen.  My  orders  h.ave  been 
explicit  to  the  officers  of  my  command  not  to  fire  without  seeing  an  enemy. 

From  the  above  reports  you  will  see  what  was  done  on  the  occasion.  The 
Von  l^hul  was  first  fired  into  within  sight  of  this  vessel ;  and  upon  my  arriving 
at  the  scene  of  action  I  was  met  at  all  points  with  flags  of  truce,  aud  the  enemy 
had  withdrawn  their  batteries.  I  notified  them  that  upon  a  repetition  of  such 
an  occurrence  I  would  destroy  every  house  in  the  neighborhood,  if  I  was  not 
promptly  informed  when  the  enemy  was  in  the  neighborhood. 
1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  P.  FOSTER, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Com^dg  2d  District,  Miss,  Squadron, 
Ilear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Miss,  Squadron,  Cairo,  Illinois, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  James  A,  Oreer. 

United  States  Steamer  Benton, 

Off  Natchez,  December  22,  1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  since  my  last  report  the  rebels  have 
fired  upon  one  boat  in  my  district,  viz  :  the  Brazil,  on  the  11th  instant,  from  the 
Mississippi  side,  in  Rodney  bend  ;  two  women  were  killed  and  four  men 
wounded.  The  men  firing  belonged  to  West  Adams's  force,  and  had  four  gnns 
in  addition  to  mui«kets.  The  Rattler  went  immediately  to  the  point  and  droTC 
the  rebels  off,  they  not  firing  a  shot  at  her. 

On  the  11  th  instant  a  force  of  sixty  rebels,  under  a  Major  Bradford,  came  in 
to  attempt  to  destroy  the  Indianola.  The  Garondelet  opened  fire  on  them,  and 
drov(^  them  off.  Acting  Master  Gipson,  hearing  that  tne  rebels  were  coming 
back,  w(>nt  on  shore  with  thirty  men ;  the  rebels  were  there  again,  but  on  his 
approach  nMreati'd  without  firing  a  gun.  There  arc  now  some  negro  soldiers 
stationed  at  Davis's  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Comd^g  ith  District,  Miss,  Squadron, 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Portkr, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  E,  F,  Brooks, 

United  States  Steamer  Nbosho, 
Off  Bayou  Sara,  Louisiana^  December  12,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report:     At  2.30  p.  m.,  De- 
cember 8,  the  steamer  Yon  Phul  came  alongside  (at  our  anchorage  off  Morganiia) 
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ind  reported  she  had  been  fired  into  by  a  rebel  battery,  five  miles  below  tbat 

>oint,  killing  the  captain,  and  mortally  wounding  the  barkeeper.     At  4.25  got 

mder  way  and  steamed  up  the  river,  having  in  convoy  the  steamer  Von  Phul ; 

nrhen  about  three  miles  above  Morganzia,  the  rebels  opened  on  the  steamer  with 

bur  pieces  of  artillery^  12-pounder  smooth-bores  and  20-pounder  rifle  guns.    She 

iras  atmck  twenty  times ;  three  of  the  shot  passing  through  her  hull  below  the 

irater-1      »  one  cutting  off  her  supply  pipe,  another  penetrating  her  port  boiler. 

[ «         sa  on  the  battery  immediately,  and  silenced  it  after  firing  fifteen  rounds — 

in      the  howitzer,  and  fourteen  from  the  great  guns.     I  have  since  ascer- 

d,  irom  a  reliable  source,  that  the  rebel  loss  was  &ve  killed,  and  several 

ided. 

iuter  driving  the  battery  from  the  levee,  I  proceeded  up  the  river  to  the 
iMifltance  of  the  disabled  steamer,  and  found  her  tied  up  to  the  opposite  bank. 

The  steamer  Atlantic,  Captain  Harry  McDougal,  on  her  way  to  New  Orleans, 
ing  the  Yon  Phul  in  a  disabled  condition,  lay  alongside,  and  made  fast  to 
I  •.  Every  credit  is  due  to  Captain  ^IcDougal,  who,  on  learning  that  the  rebels 
were  seen  to  limber  up  their  pieces,  and  start  up  stream,  generously  volunteered 
to  tow  the  disabled  boat  to  Red  river ;  and,  at  the  risk  of  his  own  boat,  afforded 
protection  to  the  Von  Phul  and  her  passengers.  The  ladies,  for  better  safety, 
irere  received  on  board  the  Neosho.  1  am  happy  to  state  that  both  boats,  con- 
v^oyed  by  the  Keosho,  reached  the  mouth  of  Red  river  without  further  interrup- 
tion. M.  A.  Miller,  surgeon  of  the  Neosho,  who  was  sent  on  board  of  the  Von 
Phul,  and  accompanied  her  to  Red  river,  has  reported  to  me  the  following  list  of 
casualties  as  occurring  on  board,  viz : 

Killed, — Captain  Gorman. 

Mortally  wounded, — Murray,  bar-keeper,  (since  dead,)  and  deck  hand,  (name 
anknown.) 

Severely  wounded. — Deck  hand,  (name  unknown,)  thigh  amputated,  (since 
dead  ;)  Hamlin,  of  St.  Louis,  and  two  other  passengers. 

8iighf!y  wounded. — Four  other  passengers*. 

At  9.20  a.  m.,  December  9,  got  under  way  and  steamed  down  the  river,  in 
Company  with  United  States  steiuner  Signal,  convoying  the  following  boats,  viz : 
Atlantic,  J.  J.  Roe,  Diligent,  and  Suui^liine.  When  off  the  point  where  a  rebel 
battery  was  stationed,  we  commenced  nhelling  the  shore,  and  kept  it  up  until  we 
had  passed  the  rebel  position  of  the  day  before.  Leaving  the  Signal  at  Mor^ 
gansia,  I  proceeded  with  convoy  to  report  to  you  at  this  point. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  tfervaut, 

E.  F.  BROOKS, 
Acting  Ensign,  Comjnanding  pro  tern, 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  P.  Foster, 

Command tng  Second  Division,  Miss.  Squadron, 


EECONNOLSSANCK  UP  CrMnKKLAND  RIVER. 

Rrport  of  Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mij^sissippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  January  27,  1SG4. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  rec<Mved  from 
Lieutenant  (Jommandcr  Le  Roy  Fitch,  regarding  a  reconnoissance  up  the  Cum- 
berland river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfiillvt  your  obedient  servant, 

DA VI I)  D.  PORTER,  Rear- Admiral. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  A.  GhutfcrJL 

U.  S.  S.  Reindeer,  8th  District,  Mississippi  SavADRoiv, 

Off  Nasliville,  TennesseCf  January  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report :  In  obedience  to  your 
orders  of  22d  ultimo,  I  at  once  proceeded  to  Nashville,  and  on  arriTal  called 
upon  Major  General  Grant,  to  learn  his  wishes. 

The  objects  of  the  expedition,  as  stated  by  the  general,  were — 

Ist.  To  convoy  some  steamers  with  army  supplies  to  Carthage. 

2d.  To  ascertain  if  any  coals  were  upon  the  river  in  condition  for  Bhipment, 
and  the  prospect  for  getting  it  to  Nashville. 

3d.  To  reconnoitre  the  river,  if  possible,  aB  far  up  as  Big  South  Fork,  tlw 
head  of  steamboat  navigation.  The  army  gunboat  Silver  Lake  No.  2  was  pnt 
under  my  command  and  accompanied  me. 

On  the  26tli  ultimo,  at  daylight,  I  got  the  convoy  under  way,  at  Nasb^ille, 
and  on  the  2Sth  ultimo,  at  12.45  p.  m.,  reached  Carthage  safely,  and  without 
interruption  from  the  enemy. 

On  the  29th  ultimo,  at  daylight,  with  the  Silver  Lake  No.  2  in  company,  I 
proceeded  up  the  river,  which,  during  the  night  previous,  had  shown  iuaications 
of  a  considerable  rise. 

Jackson  county  was  represented  to  me  as  the  seat  of  operations  of  Beveral 
guerilla  bands,  and  it  fully  merits  its  reputation,  for  we  had  scarcely  touched 
the  county  line  before  guerillas  were  discovered  on  the  look-out  for  us ;  from 
the  windings  of  the  river,  news  of  our  departure  and  direction  from  Carthage 
could  easily  be  sent  in  advance  of  us,  and  no  doubt  was,  for  the  whole  region 
seemed  roused.  During  the  day  we  were  attacked  at  the  following  pla«,*eB :  At 
Ray's  ferry  by  a  piirty  of  ten  or  twelve  men ;  at  Flynn's  creek,  or  Lick,  by  a 
party  of  liftecii  or  twenty ;  at  Gainesboro'  by  a  party  of  forty  or  fifty ;  at  Ferri'i 
wood-yard  by  a  party  of  fifteen  or  twenty ;  and  at  Celina  (two  miles  below)  by  a 
party  of  eighty  or  one  hundred. 

In  every  instance  positions  were  selected  on  the  tops  of  precipitons  blufis  or 
cliffs,  inaccessible  by  attack  in  front,  and  requiring  a  long  detour  to  reach  thera 
in  the  rear  with  a  land  force.  Their  positions  availed  them  nothing,  however, 
against  the  gnus  of  this  vessel,  and  those  of  the  Silver  Lake  No.  2 ;  they  were 
completely  c^iielled  out  of  them,  whenever  they  let  ub  see  them,  after  a  few 
volleys. 

At  the  mouth  of  Obey  river  I  found  a  small  quantity  of  coal,  partly  burned 
by  the  rebels.  The  Silver  Lake  No.  2  being  out  of  fuel,  I  directed  her  to  take 
it,  and  took  a  position  to  cover  h<'r.  Soon  after  I  observed  some  uneaainess 
among  the  people  on  shore  and  backed  off,  and  about  half  a  mile  down  stream 
discovered  the  head  of  what  I  have  since  ascertained  was  a  body  of  guerillas, 
all  mounted.  These  I  disp(>rsed  with  a  few  rounds  of  sbrapncll  and  canister. 
Their  intention  was  to  surprise  us,  thinking  both  gunboats  were  in  the  Obey 
river,  jammed  among  the  branches  of  the  trees  which  overhung  the  banks.  I 
have  reason  ^to  believe  that  several  were  killed  by  our  fire. 

From  the  Obey  river  to  Cre(»lsboro*  1  saw  no  rebels  in  arms ;  the  citizens 
exhibited  considerable  gladness  at  the  sight  of  the  gunboats,  cheering  for  the 
Union,  &c.  We  reached  C'reelsboro*  at  12.30  p.  m.  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and 
there  the  river  gave  unmistakable  signs  of  a  fall,  the  weather  set  in  cold  and 
frosty,  and  by  morning  a  fall  of  four  feet  had  taken  place ;  under  these  circum- 
stances I  thought  it  unwisi?  to  procc^ed  further,  though  I  would  like  to  go  a«  far 
as  hig  South  Fork,  so  as  fully  to  satisfy  the  desire  of  Ocueral  Grant  in  regard 
to  coal.  I  cannot  think,  however,  that  anything  was  lost,  as,  from  all  accounts 
I  can  gatiier,  there  were  no  coal  barges  ready  to  come  down,  if  the  stage  of  the 
river  allowed,  which  it  did  not.     There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  a  la^  quan- 
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dty  can  be  brought  out  from  this  source  by  proper  arrangements  on  the  Febra- 
aiy  rise,  which  was  the  one  usually  selected  by  coal-men  in  peaceable  times. 

On  the  Obey  river,  about  fifty  miles  up,  near  Olympus,  is  a  coal  mine  partly 
worked  by  the  rebels  in  1861,  who  mined  about  500,000  bushels  and  left  it  on 
the  bank.  This  could  be  got  to  Nashville  on  the  same  February  rise,  if  barges 
were  built  and  the  work  protected  by  the  troops.  On  my  up  trip  I  destroyed 
leTeral  flatboats  (used  for  feny  purposes)  in  Jackson  county,  but  have  reason 
to  think  that  many  more  are  concealed  in  the  numerous  creeks  tributary  to  the 
L/omberland. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Eear- Admiral  Porter,  I  would  have  destroyed 
GUinesboro'  which  is  a  rendezvous  of  these  roving  bands  of  robbers,  but  Oov- 

lor  Johnson  purposes  to  establish  a  military  post  there,  and  will  need  the 
dings.  On  the  1st  I  left  Creelsboro'  and  on  the  2d  reached  Carthage,  meet- 
with  no  interruption  whatever,  the  inhabitants  seeming  to  have  deserted  the 
r*Tof  banks  altogether.  ••*•** 

In  the  several  skirmishes  reported  above,  as  well  as  in  the  other  duties  of  the 

reeaelt  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  speak  in  high  terms  of  tbe  courage  and 

HRciency  of  Mr.  Sears,  acting  ensign  and  executive  officer,  and  of  the  other 

era  of  this  vessel,  all  of  whom  performed  their  several  duties  zealously  and 

rhe  army  gunboat  Silver  Lake  No.  2  was  well  handled,  and  the  co-operation 
»f      r  comnumding  officer.  Lieutenant  Roberts,  United  States  army,  was  hearty 
complete. 
.Acting  Ensign  Wm.  H.  Hall,  as  soon  as  the   rebels  opened  their  fire,  sent  a 
request  to  be  permitted  to  take  charge  of  any  division  1  might  designate.     I 
seded  to  his  desire,  and  put  him  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Lewis, 
nl  on  duty.     I  am  glad  to  report  favorably  of  his  conduct  on  this  occasion, 
Be  is  now  under  arrest,  and  this  statement  may  benefit  him. 
i  omitted  to  mention  that  one  hundred  and  forty  sharpshooters,  under  Lieu- 
nt  Colonel  Cropsey,  were  put  on  board  the  transports  and  the  army  gun- 
ai. 

On  my  arrival  at  Carthage  from  Creelsboro'  I  found  the  steamers  still  loaded. 
Apprehending  that  the  objects  of  the  expedition  had  been  accomplished  as  far 
It  possible  under  tbe  circumstances,  and  bearing  in  mind  your  order  to  rejoin 
fi  &s  soon  as  I  could,  I  left  all  three  there,  with  the  Silver  Lake  No.  2  to 
Ard  and  convoy  them  back  to  Nashville,  when  discharged.  I  reached  Nash- 
nile  at  5  p.  m.  to-day. 

Colonel  Cropsey  will  report  to  General  Grant  particulars  of  the  information 
>bUuned  on  the  reconnoissance,  in  so  far  as  they  refer  to  the  interior  of  the 
sonnfies  bordering  on  the  river,  their  military  wants,  &:c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  GLASSFORD, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenantt  Commanding, 
lient  Commander  Le  Roy  Fitch, 

Com*dg  Stk  Diitt,  U,  S.  Mississippi  Squadron^  U.  S.  S,  Moose, 


Rear-Admiral  Porter* s  views  vpon  iron-dads, 

Flag-Ship  Black  IIawk,  Mississippi,  Squadron, 

CairOt  February  16,  18C4. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  a  visit  to  Cincinnati  to 
sxmmine  the  iron-clads  there,  and  see  what  pro!*pect  there  was  of  getting  some 
>f  these  vessels  into  immediate  service.        •••••• 
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It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  boats  at  Cincinnati  are  not  finished^  as  I 
am  certain  they  would  accomplish  all  that  can  be  done  by  monitors.  No  com- 
plaint, however,  can  be  justly  made  against  the  contractors  for  want  of  activity 
in  the  performance  of  the  work  on  tliese  boats. 

When  I  vidited  Cincinnati  a  little  over  a  year  ago  no  preparations  were  then 
made  to  commence  these  vessels.  Now  they  are  in  a  fair  way  of  being  com- 
pleted, and  I  think  can  all  be  put  in  the  water  and  ready  to  operate  against  an 
enemy  by  the  first  of  June. 

When  the  goveniment  do  get  these  boats,  they  may  rest  assured  of  receiving 
as  good  monitor- built  vessels  as  have  yet  been  contracted  for;  for  tliougb  I  have 
not  seen  many  to  which  1   can  compare  them,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  in  woik- 
manship,  model,  and  probably  in  speed,  these   vessels  will  be  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  any  monitors  yet  built,  at  least  of  those  that  I  have  seen.     I  can 
only  draw  comparison  between  these  and  the  first  Ericsson  monitor,  which  I 
was  sent  by  order  of  the  department  to  examine.     I  remember  pronouncing 
that  vessel  "  a  perfect  success,"  "  and  ciipable  of  defeating  anything  that  ihca 
floated."     I  was  looked  upon  at  that  time  as  something  of  an  enthusiast,  as  my 
opinions  were  widely  at  variance  with  those  of  some  scientific  gentlemen.     The 
i*esults  have  justified  me  in  forming  a  high  estimate  of  the  monitor  principle, 
and  I  was  pleased  to  see  that  on  our  western  waters  we  can  build  them  as  welL 
if  not  bi;tter,  than  in  the  workshops  of  the  north.     No  better  proof  is  wanted 
of  the  ability  of  the  west  to  supply  all  demands  of  the  government  for  iron- 
clad vessels  than  is  given  in  those  build ii\g  at  Cincinnati.     The  work  is  perfect 
in  every  respect,  and  put  together  so  well  that  it  may  be  compared  to  joiner's 
work.     The  hulls  are  as  strong  as  can  possibly  be  desired,  the  speed  will  be 
good,  and  the  only  fault  in  the  vessels,  if  they  have  any,  is  the"  overhang"  aft, 
which  is  of  no  consequence  in  a  smooth  sea,  but  must  be  injurious  when  the 
m mitors  have  to  go  from  port  to  port. 

The  nearest  to  completion  of  these  monitors  is  one  of  those  in  the  Greenwood 
building ;  she  can  be  launched  in  a  mouth,  and  I  am  of  opinion,  when  finishcdt 
could  commence  at  Cairo,  and,  going  down  the  river,  could  destroy  every  vessel 
we  have  on  these  wat(n*s,  unless  they  took  advantage  of  their  greater  speed  and 
run  away.  The  heaviest  and  best  vessel  we  have,  the  Benton,  would  stand  a 
poor  chance  against  the  monitor  alluded  to.  If  she  failed  to  sink  the  Bentoa 
with  shot,  she  could  surely  do  it  with  her  beak  or  ram,  which  is  not  the  leMt 
formidable  thing  about  her ;  this  is  saying  a  great  deal,  for  the  Benton  is  a  verv 
formidable  vessel,  and  since  she  has  been  under  my  command  has  becnstrock 
130  times  in  the  hull,  without  any  apparent  damage.  Three  of  the  monitors  at 
Cincinnati  are  on  the  improved  Ericsson  plan,  while  the  two  light-draughts  build- 
ing at  the  Hamilton  Works  are  to  be  submerged  when  going  into  action.  I  do 
not  like  that  as  well  as  the  Ericsson  model,  as  there  is  more  machinery  abont 
them  than  is  desirable ;  simplicity  of  arrangement  behig  the  object  to  be  aimed 
at  in  vess<*ls-of-war.  Tln^  plan  of  these  latter-mentioned  vessels  is  a  good  one* 
provided  their  armor  and  backing  is  strong  enough  to  stand  heavy  shot,  which  I 
think  will  be  thti  case  if  they  only  encounter  the  ordinary  rifle  projectile. 

From  the  infonnation  received  from  the  different  officers  I  have  sent  on  duty 
at  various  times  to  the  points  where  these  iron  vessels  are  building,  the  same 
favorable  report  is  made  of  their  <*fiiciency,  and  the  good  work  that  is  being  pnt 
on  them ;  and  in  six  months  we  will  have  a  fleet  of  vessels  that  will  ket^p  this 
river  against  the  fleets  of  the  world,  and  be  enabled  to  carry  the  wur  into  the 
en(!my*s  quarters,  M'hen?  there  is  anything  like  an  equality  in  guns.  I  think  too 
much  has  been  expected  of  monitors  hen^tofore,  and  the  fact  that  two  or  three 
of  them  were  not  ahle  to  overcome  obstacles  formidable  enough  to  keep  out  a 
larj^e  fl(»et  of  three-deckers  has,  in  a  m(?asure,  weakened  the  confidence  of  the 
public  (who  generally  know  liltlr  or  nothing  abont  such  matters)  in  them. 

i3ut  the  monitors,  for  harbor  defence,  are  just  as  valuable  as  they  were  on  the 
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day  when  the  first  one  drove  the  leviathan  *'  Merrimack*'  back  to  her  hole,  and 
saved  the  honor  of  the  nation.  I  am  sure  that  monitors  would  have  done  much 
better  on  this  river  than  the  old  Pook  gunboats  did,  which  were  built  for  tem- 
poraiy  purposes  only,  or  until  monitors  could  take  their  places.  Earthworks 
on  elevated  positions  are  difficult  to  silence,  it  is  true,  except  by  a  concentrated 
fire  of  many  guns,  and  monitors  are  not  well  provided  in  numbers.  No  vessels 
have  been  more  successful  than  the  Mississippi  gunboats,  whenever  they  have 
been  called  on  to  attack  such  works.  Still  they  were  very  deficient  in  one  re- 
apect,  as  they  were  very  vulnerable,  suffered  a  good  deal,  and  proved  that  in  the 
end  the  monitor  principle,  from  its  invulnerability,  was  the  only  thing  that  could 
be  safely  depended  on.  For  this  reason  I  often  wished  that  I  had  been  provided 
with  one  good  monitor,  with  which,  at  certain  times,  I  could  have  accomplished 
more  than  with  a  fleet  of  such  boats  as  we  have  here. 

A  new  boat,  the  Ozark,  has  just  arrived  here.     As  far  as  her  turret  is  con- 
eemed  she  is  all  right,  but  her  hull  is  too  high  out  of  water,  and  she  lacks 
more  than  three  inches  of  iron  on  fifteen  inches  of  oak.     I  have,  moreover, 
noticed  that  where  there  is  a  backing  of  wood  covered  with  three-inch  iron,  and 
thai  iron  with  wood  again,  the  resistance  of  the  latter  will  prevent  balls  of  heavy 
sise  form  entering  the  iron.     In  fact,  it  is  hardly  indented.     This  was  particu- 
larly demonstrated  in  the  passage  of  the  fleet  past  Vicksburg,  when  it  was 
necessary  to  take  every  precaution  to  insure  success  and  prevent  injurv  to  the 
steamers.     Heavy  l<)g.s,  twenty  inches  in  diameter,  were  hung  perpendicularly 
on  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  close  together,  and  so  secured  that  no  shot  could  strike 
the  side  without  passing  through  the  logs.     Bales  of  hay  were  also  packed  over 
the  decks  and  sterns  in  sufficient  thickness  (it  was  supposed)  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  any  shot.     Suffice  it  to  say,  the  pressed  hay  was  no  protection  what- 
ever against  shot  or  shell.     Th<»y  passed  through  four  or  five  bales,  and  very 
much  endangered  the  vessels  by  setting  the  hay  ou  fire.     Wherever  the  pro- 
jectiles of  the  enemy  struck  the  logs,  they  did  no  further  damage;  they  would 
pass  through  the  logs,  strike  the  iron  without  leaving  more  than  an  indentation, 
and  glance  off.     Many  instances  of  narrow  escapes  could  be  mentioned,  where 
the  vessels  were  saved  by  the  intervention  of  the  wood,  and  in  no  instance  were 
the  vessels  damaged   where  the  logs  were  properly  placed.     The  incidents  of 
that  night — the  passing  of  the  Vicksburg  batteries — suggested  to  me  the  idea 
6f  first  having  a  heavy  backing  of  wood,  then  a  layer  of  iron,  and  then  a  cover- 
ing of  wood  over  the  iron,  which  will,  I  am  convinced,  make  a  vessel  perfectly 
shot-proof.     I  notice  that  the  i(h,'a  is  not  an  original  one,  but  has  been  discovered 
and  recommended  by  eevoral  person^?.     There  are  two  vessels  in  this  squadron, 
the  Lafayette  and  Choctaw,  which  give  proof  of  the  value  of  heavy  backing  to 
iron.     These  vessels  vrvm  built  with  heavy  frames,  covered  on  the  outside  with 
gntta-percha,  and  th(?n  with  a  light  tliickne^s  of  iron.     Whenever  these  vessels 
have  been  struck  on  the  iron  where  the  wood  backing  was  heavy,  they  resisted 
the  shot  of  heaviest  calibn.*,  but  where  the;  backing  was  light  shot  went  in  at 
one  side  and  out  at  the  other.     The  defence  of  gutta-percha  was  not  of  the 
slightest  use  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  dctrimcfut,  and  aided  very  much  in  de- 
stroying the  vessels  by  rot.     It  is  so  much  extra  weight  that  the  vessels  have 
to  carry,  without  deriving  the  j^lightest  benefit  from  it.     The  money  that  built 
the  Lafayette  and  Choctaw  would  have  built  three  monitors  of  such  a  model ; 
that   one  monitor  would  have  destroyed  both  of  the  first.     I  would  ln*re  state 
that  these  two  vessc^ls   will  only  be   serviceable  for  a  short  time,  as  they  are 
already  showing  signs  of  weakness.     They  are  not  very  serviceable,  have  not 
speed  enough,  and  are  too  unwieldy  for  rams,  and  in   some  parts  ai*e  very  vul- 
nerable.    They  have,  however,  fine  machinery,  and  when  they  wear  out  it  can 
be  fitted  to  better  hulls.     I  consider  these  vessels  only  as  temporary  expedients, 
to  give  way  to  the  monitor  class,  when  there  is  a  sufficient  number  built. 

Another  class  of  vessels  in  this  squadron  deserves  mention,  as  showinp"  the 
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diftcront  expedients  resorted  to  to  open  and  defend  the  Mid^issippi  river.  1 
allude  to  the  Tuscumbia,  Chillicotlie,  and  Indianola.  Two  of  these  have  ho«ii 
tried  under  batteries,  .ind  the  Indianola  in  battle  against  vessels,  and  havi; 
shown  that  the  monitor  principle  only  was  the  right  one.  Their  turrets  won 
in  no  instance  found  impenetrable  to  the  heavy  rifled  shot,  and  beside-*  th*  y 
were  soon  damaged  in  their  wheels,  which  afforded  fine  targets  for  the  enemy 
to  fire  at.  Still,  two  of  these  vessels  remained  under  fire  as  long  as  any  mon- 
itors have  been  known  to  remain  at  one  time,  and  if  they  did  not  come  up  ii» 
the  monitors  in  invulnerability,  they  accomplished  all  that  was  required  at  tlu* 
time,  viz.,  the  capture  of  the  enemy's  stronghold.  The  builders  never  claimed 
that  they  should  be  considered  more  than  temporary  expedients  with  which  to 
harass  the  enemy;  and,  taken  in  that  sense,  they  certainly  may  be  considered 
very  good  vessels,  and  have  fairly  repaid  all  the  money  spent  on  them,  takin;: 
into  consideration  the  work  they  have  done. 

As  to  approving  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  styles  of  gunboat,  as  part  or 
a  permanent  system  of  national  defence  to  be  adopted  in  this  country,  that  I 
cannot  do.  Any  professional  man  who  will  lay  aside  his  prejudices  caused  hy 
the  discomforts  incident  to  the  monitors,  must  admit  that,  as  a  harbor  defence, 
they  are  the  best  and  only  vessels  to  be  built ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  see  every 
harbor  in  the  United  States,  where  there  is  a  chance  of  an  enemy  penctratin;:. 
supplied  with  two  or  three  of  these  floating  batteries.  If  they  have  not  bet-n 
able  to  penetrate  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  where  fifty  guns  to  one  was  oppo^i-J 
to  them,  and  where  they  had  to  contend  with  obstructions  placed  in  their  way 
impossible  to  be  removed,  it  in  no  way  detracts  from  their  well-earned  reputa- 
tion for  efficiency.  They  have  done  at  Charleston  what  no  other  vessels  over 
built  covlil  jwssibhj  have  accomjdishcd ;  and  though  the  army,  as  usual  when 
combined  operations  are  carried  on,  has  monoplized  all  the  honors,  it  is  a  very 
certain  fact  that  the  monitors  held  their  own  as  no  other  vessels  could  havt- 
done,  and  imder  their  shelter  the  army  was  enabled  to  perform  their  work  suc- 
cessfully. 

I  hope,  sir,  you  will  excuse  the  unreasonable  length  of  this  communication  ou 
the  subject  of  the  monitors  ;  but  I  know  their  value  when  properly  used,  havr 
felt  the  want  of  them  so  much  at  times,  that  I  would  have  exchanged  several 
even  of  the  best  of  my  vessels  for  one  of  them,  properly  fitted.  I  have  seen  a 
whoht  army  kept  at  bay  for  the  want  of  one  of  these  little  "  shot-proofs, "  and 
have,  now  and  th(?n,  been  tem]>ted  to  do  foolish  things,  in  hopes  of  accomplishinp 
what  1  deemed  impracticabh.-.  The  Cincinnati  was  sunk  when  my  own  jud;:- 
m(;nt  told  me  it  was  wrong  to  place  her  where  I  was  called  upon  to  order  her. 
"With  a  single  monitor  results  would  have  been  very  different;  and  on  thai 
day,  instead  of  having  a  vessel  sunk,  the  right  wing  of  our  army  would  havr 
gained  a  pr)sition  coinnifuuling  the  most  important  works  in  and  about  Vickr- 
burg.  Vulnerable  as  this  vessel  was,  it  would  not  have  done  for  the  navy  t** 
hesitate,  when  the  army  thought  there  was  a  j^rospect  of  success. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  permit  me  to  express  the  hope  that  the  west  may  be  con 
verted  into  a  large  workshop  for  th<^  building  of  future  monitors  of  all  size? 
I  know  of  no  part  of  tin;  Union  where  the  work  can  be  done  better  or  quicker. 
I  have  the  hom-r  to  be,  sir,  very  resj)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  I'ORTEll,  Rear- Admiraf. 

Hon.  GiDKON  Weli.es, 

i^ccrctary  of  the  Xavy,  IVashift^to/it  D,  C, 
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EXPEDITION  AND  MOVEMENTS  UP  YAZOO  RIVER. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D,  Porter, 

Flag-Ship  Black  IIawk,  Mississippi  Suuadron, 

Cairo,  February  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Owen,  in  rela- 
tion to  an  expedition  I  sent  up  Yazoo  river  to  co-operate  with  General  Sherman, 
(who  is  marching  on  Meridian,)  and  to  confuse  the  enemy  with  regard  to  move- 
ments on  foot.  It  appears  the  troops  did  not  consider  themselves  strong  enough 
to  land  and  force  the  position.  The  vessels  will  work  their  way  along  cau- 
tiously until  the  water  is  high  enough  to  send  an  iron -clad  or  two. 

This  move  has  had  the  effect  of  driving  the  guerrillas  away  from  the  Missis- 
sippi, as  they  are  fearful  it  is  intended  to  cut  them  off;  I  don't  expect  much  from 
the  expedition  heyond  diverting  their  attention. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admira 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  D,  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  E.  K.  Owen. 

United   States  Steamer  Marmora, 

Four  miles  hdoto  Yazoo  City,  February  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  at  this  place 
last  evening.  To-day  has  been  spent  in  reconnoitering  the  enemy's  position,  and 
so  far  have  discovered  a  battery  of  two  small  guns  situated  in  a  valley  seem- 
ingly perpendicularly  to  the  river,  and  also  a  heavy  force  of  infantry  and  cav- 
alry behind  a  hill  to  the  right  of  the  battery,  and  running  parallel  to  the  river. 
On  the  2d  we  arrived  at  Sartalia,  and  at  10  a.  m.  of  the  3d  we  attacked  the 
enemy  at  Liverpool,  number  about  2,700  men,  under  Ross,  with  two  pieces  of 
artillery.  We  silenced  their  guns,  the  army  holding  its  position  on  the  hills ; 
at  night-fall  the  trooj)8  re-enib;irked,  and  we  dropped  down  for  the  night.  The 
casualties  were,  the  Petrel  struck  four  times  without  any  serious  damage ;  the 
other  vessels,  Marmora,  Exchange  and  Komeo  receiving  no  damage  of  any  con- 
ftcqucnce.  The  Exchange  and  Romeo  wei*e  hit  several  times  by  sharpshooters. 
On  the  morning  of  tlie^  Ith  w<;  advanced  for  another  attack  but  found  the  enemy 
had  gone,  only  leaving  a  small  force  of  about  200  sharpshooters  to  annoy  us 
and  the  transports  in  passing.  The  wheel-houses  of  the  sunken  steamer  Ivy 
are  above  water  directly  opposite  Liverpool  and  in  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
river ;  to  the  right  of  her,  however,  there  is  plenty  of  water.  The  river  is  high 
and  rising.  I  forgot  to  mention  the  land  forces  lost  eight  killed  and  twenty- 
two  wounded  in  the  attack  of  the  3d.  We  understand  that  there  are  about 
8,000  men,  under  Stark,  Ross  and  Loring,  at  Yazoo  City ;  our  spies  and  scouts 
have  failed  to  return.  To-morrow  will  probably  develop  the  strength  of  the 
enemy.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  Col.  Coates,  commanding  the  land  forces,  and 
myself  get  along  together  very  well,  nor  have  any  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels 
touched  any  property  of  any  description  without  sanction  of  the  owners  and 
paying  the  full  value  in  money  ;  I  issued  stringent  orders  in  relation  to  pillag- 
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ing,  &c*  The  Exchange  was  struck  twice  out  of  four  shots  to-daj  in  the  first 
rcconnoissance  ;  but  no  one  hurt,  one  shot  struck  within  two  feet  of  the  boilers 
without  doing  any  damage. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  OWEN. 
Lieutenant    Commander^  Commanding  5th  Disi. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississijipi  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter,   transmitting  additional  report  ef  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  E.  K.  Owen. 

Flau-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississppi  Squadron, 

Red  River,  March  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  tljc  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  report  from  Lieutenant 
Commander  E.  K.  Owen,  in  relation  to  movements  up  the  Yazoo  river. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington  D.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E,  K,  Otccn. 

United  States  Steamer  Marmora, 
Off'  Greenwood,  Min^issippi,  February  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  at  this  place  on 
last  evening.     We  met   with  no  opposition  excepting  a  smart  skinnisn  at  the 
edge  of  the  woods  a  mile  back  of  this  place,  between  the  rebel  cavalrT  under 
Forrest  and  our  own  under  Colonel  Osband.     We  had  two  woanded.     The 
enemy  has  fallen  back  to  Grenada  and  are  fortifying  that  place.     If  tho  way  ifl 
tolerably  clear,  and  the  force  not  too  heavy,  our  cavalry  force  (250)  and  a  po^ 
tion  of  the  infantry  (500)  will  go  out   in  the   morning.     If  we  find  the  encmj 
too  strong  we  will  go  down  the  river,  as  the  Tallahatchie  and  Yallabusha  are 
entirely  too  low  to  ascend.     This  river  is  al^o  falling  rapidly,  with  only  eight 
feet  in  the  channel  above  Honey  island.     I  shall  take  good  care  that  no  boat? 
shall  get  caught.     The  Star  of  the  West  is  still   in  the  channel  in  the  Talla- 
hatchie, with  her  wheels  and  upper  works  out.     Fort  Pemberton  is  entirely  de- 
stroyed, as  also  all  the  cotton  out  of  which  it  was  built.     We  have  suceeedcd 
so  far  in  gathering  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  potton,  of  which  cightv 
are  on  the  gunboats  and  the  rest   on  the  transports.     Fifty-three  bales  are  all 
of  the  C.  S.  A.  that  have  been   captured,  though   but   very  little   of  any  iJ 
marked  at  all.     When  we  leave  here  it  will  be  to  go  up  the  Little  Schnla  as  far 
as  the  town  of  that  name.     Then  we  go  down  the  river,  fill  up  with  coal,  and 
ascend  the  Sunflower. 

There  has  been  no  Union  sontiment  of  any  moment  or  value  expressed  since 
our  advent  into  these  waters.  On  the  Sunflower,  however,  we  have  reason  to 
believe  it  is  prominent.  This  is  an  insignificant  place,  containing  about  fbrtj 
houses  of  all  kinds,  and  entirely  of  frame  buildings.  The  inhabitants  have 
mostly  fled,  leaving  a  few  poor  Irish.  It  is  a  rendezvous  for  dry'^ooda  mer- 
chants, who  obtain  large  supplies  from  Memphis  via  Friar's  Point.  We  have 
met  with  no  yciung  men  as  yet,  all  having  been  forced  into  the  anay.    The 
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last  niulitarj  order  of  the  rebels  is  to  remove  or  shoot  all  the  negroes  between 
the  ages  of  forty-five  and  sixteen.  Some  few  negroes  have  already  been  shot 
by  the  rebel  scouts. 

I  hav^  been  up  the  Tallahatchie  as  far  as  where  the  Star  of  the  West  is  sunk, 
which  is  directly  opposite  the  Fort»  (Pemberton.)  At  the  mouth  of  the  Yalla- 
busha  the  Ed.  j.  Gay  is  sunk,  the  decks  being  just  above  water.  About  one 
mile  below,  the  Arcadia  is  sunk,  with  her  upper  works  out  and  nearly  filling  the 
river  at  this  stage  of  water.  We  found  great  difficulty  in  turning  and  coming 
down,  the  light  upper  works  suffering  to  some  extent.  The  rebel  steamer 
Sharpe  was  burnt  a  few  days  ago  in  the  Yallabusba  to  prevent  her  falling  into 
oar  hands.  As  the  river  is  falling  quite  rapidly,  and  with  thirteen  boats  in  the 
ileett  I  think  I  sball  drop  down  below  the  bars. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  OWEN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  5th  District, 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron* 


ESCAPE  OK  TWO  OF  THE  CREW  OF  THE  HARRIET  LANE. 
^        Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

Flau-Siup  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Cairo,  February/  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Henry  Woodfield,  ordinary  seaman, 
and  W.  J.  T.  Galway,  second-class  fireman,  two  of  the  crew  of  the  Harriet 
Lane,  arrived  here  to-day  from  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  having  escaped  and 
worked  their  way  along  amid  insurmountable  hardships  to  the  river  bank,  where 
they  were  picked  up  by  one  of  the  gunboats.  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that 
tlienr  accounts  from  the  last  quarter  sent  in  be  transmitted  to  me,  that  I  may 
par  them  some  money,  as  they  are  entirely  destitute. 
They  bring  important  information  which  will  serve  us. 
I  enclose  the  log  of  these  poor  fellows  which  shows,  how  much  men  will  go 
through  to  g.nin  their  liberty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  re»*pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

♦  DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear- Admiral 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Senretary  of  the  Kavy^  JVas/iington,  D.  C. 


4 

Log  of  the  men  who  escaped. 

Dbcbmbbr  9,  1863. 

At  10  o'clock  left  Camp  Groce,  Austin  county,  Texas,  with  a  parAe  in  my 
pocket,  bound  to  Shreveport,  Louisiana  ;  marched  sixteen  miles  to  Groce  Retreat. 
10th.  Marched  nineteen  miles  to  Anderson  city. 
1 1th.  Marched  twenty-five  miles  to  Gebb's  Retreat. 
12th.  Marched  twenty  miles  to  San  Jacinto  river. 
13th.  Marched  fifteen  miles  to  Hunts ville. 

14th.  Marched  sixteen  miles  to  Robbings  ferry,  on  the  Trinity  river. 
15th.  Marched  twenty-six  miles  to  Camp  Shiloh. 
16th.  Marched  sixteen  miles  to  the  Coponation. 
'17ih.  Marched  twenty-five  miles  to  Haines's  ferry,  on  the  Natchez  river. 
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18tli.  Marched  thirty  miloa  to  Sorevilla. 

19th.  Marched  sixteen  miles  to  Rusk  city. 

20th.  i\rarched  twenty-throe  miles  to  Crockett. 

21st.  j\[arched  eighteen  itiiles  through  Mount  Hopean  and  camped  two  miles 
south  of  Tyler  city. 

22d.  Marched  fifteen  miles  and  camped  half  a  mile  of  Camp  Tyler. 

23d.  In  camp  having  a  good  rest,  and  washed  the  ragged  clothing  I  had 
on  me. 

24th.  The  best  dinner  we  have  had  yet  since  we  were  captured,  flour  bread 
and  corned  beef. 

2*0th.  !Marched  fifteen  miles  to  Camp's  ferry,  on  tho  Sabine  river. 

26th.  Marched  eighteen  miles  and  camped  in  Lorissa. 

27tli.  Marched  eighteen  miles  to  Jackson  city. 

28th.  l^Iarched  thirty-six  miles  to  Marshall  city. 

29th.  Marched  nineteen  miles  and  camped  at  Greenwood,  (four  hundred  and 
seven  miles  in  twenty-one  days.) 

30th.  Marched  twenty-two  miles  to  camp  of  paroled  prisoners,  Gadaj"  parish, 
Louisiana,  then  commanded  by  Colonel  H.  Thayot,  27th  Louisiana  rebel 
cavalry. 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1SG4,  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.,  left  parole  camp  determined 
to  try  our  utmost  to  get  to  our  lines  if  possible,  and  escape  rebel  bondage,  which 
we  had  endured  for  thirteen  months,  not  having  a  chance  to  escape  before.  We 
then  cherished  hopes  tliat  when  we  got  our  paroles  we  would  have  been  sent  to 
our  lines,  but  from  what  we  were  told  by  the  rebel  general,  E.  Karby  Smith, 
that  General  Banks  could  not  come  to  terms  on  the  exchanging,  nor  would  he 
be  allowed  to  receive  us  as  paroled  prisoners  by  our  government,  aa  the  cartel 
was  again  closed  for  the  next  three  months. 

Our  first  adventure  was  in  crossing  Red  river  on  a  raft,  which  we  made  out  of 
some  timbers  which  we  stole  out  of  a  rebel  planter's  cotton-shed,  and  part  of 
his  old,  fence  rails  which  we  tied  together  with  grape-vines.  In  our  first  attempt 
to  regain  our  liberty  we  had  a  narrow  escape  of  our  lives,  for  as  wc  launched 
our  iron-clad  raft  on  the  swift-running  tide  of  Red  river,  a  steamboat  hove  in 
sight,  about  half  a  mile  ahead,  coming  down  the  river,  and  to  complete  our  dan- 
ger the  raft  got  snagged  about  forty  yards  from  the  opposite  bank  and  we  had 
to  paddle  across  with  a  couple  of  old  rails,  until  the  blood  spouted  from  our 
finger  nails  in  a  stream,  but  with  the  help  of  God  we  landed  safe,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  losing  a  haversack  with  some  grub  in  it. 

We  marched  twelve  miles  that  night  and  staid  on  Cane  island,  quite  near 
to  the  river,  dis*tanee  five  miles  from  Shreveport. 

24th.  ^[arched  fiftein  miles — passed  Shreveport  about  4  o'clock  in  tho  day, 
and  discovered  all  their  batteries  above  and  below  the  city,  and  a  large  powder 
mill  at  work.  Stopped  at  Mr.  Cook's  and  got  some  corn-bread  and  meat;  found 
out  that  he  was  a  Htrong  Union  man,  and  had  been  hid  in  the  swamps  for  two 
months  to  avoid  going  into  the  rebel  army,  as  they  were  then  taking  blind,  lame 
and  lazy  ;  he  gave  lu  all  the  information  he  knew.  Grossed  on  Red  Shout  ferry 
about  2  o'clock  and  camped  in  the  woods ;  built  a  fire  and  warmed  ourselves,  as 
it  was  a  uitter  cold  night. 

25th.  Marched  twenty  mile.*«,  crossed  Bayou  Touches,  and  ate  some  corn- 
bread  and  beef  at  Mrs.  Butl(?r's,  who  had  then  seven  sous  in  the  rebel  army. 
She  gave  us  all  the  information  she  could  in  regard  to  Minden  town,  which  we 
were  destined  to  go  through  that  night;  but  lucky  it  was  for  us  that  wo  met 
some  negroes  on  the  road,  who  told  us  that  several  of  our  men  had  been  caught 
going  through  Minden  that  day.  They  gave  us  some  dried  apples,  sugar,  bread, 
and  a  pickled  ham,  and  shewed  us  a  road  to  go  through  the  woods  so  as  to  avoid 
Minden  completely.  We  had  not  gone  very  far  before  we  met  a  soldier,  who 
it  appears  had  come  down  with  corn  to  have  it  ground  at  a  corn-mill  then 
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quite  near  to  us.  He  took  notice  of  us  as  we  passed,  at  our  bare  feet,  and  went 
back  to  !i[inden  and  reported  us.  It  was  not  long  before  they  had  their  blood- 
hounds on  our  tnick;  but  we  were  too  sharp  for  thein,  and  got  into  a  swamp, 
where  they  lost  scent  of  ut<. 

26th.  Marched  thirty  miles  to  Baynena;  got  some  information  on  the 
road  that  the  cavalry  was  scouting  the  woods  in  all  directions  for  our  men. 
Went  into  Mr.  Bradius,  another  Union  man,  who  gave  ua  our  supper  and  some 
valuable  information  in  regard  to  the  road. 

27th.  Marched  fifteen  miles  to  Athens  on  frozen  ground;  went  into  a  house 
to  get  some  grub;  while  in  there  two  rebel  officers  came  in  and  cross-questioned 
me  to  find  out  my  regiment,  company,  colonel,  and  captain's  name.  I  told  him 
that  I  belonged  to  the  2d  Texas  cavalry,  company  H,  Captain  Burton ;  though 
after  telling  him  all  these  particulars  he  still  aoubted  me.  Says  he  to  me,  You 
are  a  Yankee.  Says  I  to  him,  If  you  think  so,  come  down  and  see  where  our 
company  is  camped,  about  one  mile  from  here.  Where  are  your  spurs,  says  he. 
I  lost  them  this  morning  through  the  woods  when  I  was  chasing  some  Yankee 
priBoncrs.  Well,  says  he,  I  will  wait  until  morning  and  come  and  see  if  it  is 
as  you  represent  it  to  be.  That  night  we  were  ten  miles  from  them,  and  laughed 
to  see  how  we  played  a  Yankee  trick  on  two  smart  rebel  officers,  as  they  called 
themselves. 

28th.  Marched  eighteen  miles ;  passed  a  negro  on  the  road,  who  told  us  that 
a  couple  of  fellows  were  caught  yesterday.  It  appears  from  what  he  said  that 
there  was  a  negro  belonging  to  his  master  who  had  betrayed  them.  The  negro 
went  to  get  them  some  bread,  and  he  told  his  master  about  it;  so,  while  the 
negro  was  baking  the  bread,  the  master  sent  for  a  guard.  The  negro  then  went 
ahead  with  the  bread,  and  the  guard  followed.  As  soon  as  our  boys  got  the 
bread  they  paid  the  negro  ton  dollars,  (confederate  )  The  guard  then  pounced 
on  them  and  took  them  to  Baynona.  The  master's  name  is  James  F.  Gibson. 
The  other  negroes  gave  us  some  bread,  meat,  and  potatoes,  and  did  not  charge 
ns  a  cent.  They  said  they  were  on  the  watch  to  kill  the  negro  who  betrayed 
our  boys. 

29(h.  Marched  twenty-eight  miles,  and  crossed  Bayou  Smith ;  saw  several 
rebels  on  the  look-out  for  ur),  but  we  passed  them  all  safe. 

30th.  Marched  fifteen  miles,  and  came  in  sight  of  a  camp  this  side  of  Trenton. 
Passed  pretty  near  to  them,  and  discovered  they  had  a  battery  with  them  then 
going  to  Munroe.  Nothing  to  eat  that  day  but  hard  corn,  and  water  to  drink. 
Still  marching  barefoot  on  frozen  ground.  Discovered  that  our  feet  were  all 
cut  up  that  night,  and  all  our  tracks  were  full  of  blood.  A  hard  road  to  travel ; 
but  freedom  was  our  motto.  • 

3 1st.  Marched  twenty-two  miles  through  swamps  and  briers,  and  crossed 
Bayou  Dorbin.  Got  talking  to  one  of  the  paroled  Vicksburg  prisoners,  who 
took  us  across  the  Washhni  river,  and  would  have  come,  with  us  if  he  could 
have  got  some  bread ;  but  it  was  nowhere  to  be  found  for  love  or  money.  Wet 
clothes  and  barefooted  ;  still  eating  hard  com  ;  afraid  to  light  a  fire  for  fear  of 
being  caught. 

February  1st.  Marched  thirty-six  miles.  Still  on  frozen  ground  as  hard  as 
the  gate  of  h — 11.  No  houses  in  sight ;  faint,  yet  pressing.  Lit  a  fire,  parched 
some  corn  in  the  ashes,  and  ate  what  we  thought  was  the  best  meal  we  liad  eaten 
for  a  long  time.     Slept  two  hours. 

2d.  Marched  thirty -eight  miles,  and  crossed  the  Big  Bonada  bayou ;  passed 
Quantreirs  guerilla  band  camped  in  the  swamps,  but  they  did  not  see  us ;  came 
up  to  a  house,  where  we  heard  the  welcome  news  that  two  of  our  boys  had  eaten 
theur  breakfast  a  couple  of  days  before,  and  had  gone  on.  We  crossed  Bath 
river  that  day  on  a  raft  made  of  old  logs.  Got  some  bread  to  eat  that  day. 
Went  into  a  deserted  house,  whose  owner  had  gone  to  Texas ;  killed  a  couple 
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of  pigs,  Bkinned  them,  went  into  the  woods,  then  built  a  large  fire«  and  roasted 
the  wild  boar  meat.     Had  meat  and  com  then  for  three  days. 

3d.  Marched  thirty  miles,  barefooted  as  nenal ;  crossed  Bay  on  Mason ;  met 
a  Mr.  Hill,  who  was  then  moving  to  Arkansas ;  had  a  long  talk  with  him ;  gave 
us  three  bottles  of  whiskey,  which  cheered  our  spirits  up  considerably,  and 
made  us  march  ten  miles  further. 

4th.  Marched  thirty-three  miles  on  the  whiskey  bottle;  nothing  in  sight  but 
cattle  and  cypres  swamps.  Had  a  good  rest  that  day  in  a  cotton-shed  ;  observed 
negro  tracks  leading  to  the  cotton-shed,  followed  in  the  tracks,  and  jumped  on 
the  steps.  Lucky  for  us  we  did  that,  as  half  an  hour  after  a  rebel  came  on, 
riding  h — lis  bent  to  election,  with  a  pack  of  hounds ;  but  lost  our  track,  and 
followed  up  the  negro  track  to  a  blacksmith-shop,  and  came  to  bay,  when  the 
rebel,  finding  who  it  was,  rode  off,  and  left  us  in  the  cotton-shed  nicely  rolled 
up  in  the  cotton. 

5th.  Marched  forty  miles  through  briers  and  thorns ;  pretty  dry  ground,  but 
still  frozen ;  up  hills  and  down  dales.     Had  a  good  feed  of  huckleberries. 

6th.  Marched  twenty-five  miles.  All  our  com  out,  and  no  sight  to  get  any 
more.  Still  on  the  march ;  but  with  a  light  heart  and  an  empty  stomach. 
Nothing  yet  in  sight  to  satisfy  the  craving  appetites  of  hunger. 

7th.  Marched  ten  miles  up  to  our  knees  in  mud,  and  soon  a  honse  hove  in 
sight  to  our  longing  eyes ;  went  in  and  had  a  talk  with  the  old  woman  and 
duughter,  and  found  out  iu  our  conversation  that  she  was  Union  to  the  backbone; 
then  cnme  out  boldly  and  told  her  who  we  were,  and  that  wc  wanted  something, 
as  we  had  not  broken  our  fast  for  the  last  seventy -two  hours.  The  old  woman 
immediately  dropped  her  knitting,  and  started  a  fire  to  bake  us  some  corn-bread 
and  boil  some  meat.  She  stood  up  in  wonder  and  amazement  to  see  that  as  fast 
as  she  filled  the  table  we  cleared  it ;  but  it  did  her  heart  good  to  sec  that 
she  had  plenty  for  us,  and  that  wc  had  good  appetites  to  demolish  it,  such  as  it 
was. 

8th.  Marched  forty-five  miles,  and  crossed  Little  Bonada  bayou.  As  it  wa« 
pretty  late,  we  could  not  get  to  Lake  Providence  that  morning,  so  we  came  lo 
the  determination  to  stop  at  the  first  house  or  bam  we  came  to  that  day. 
We  had  not  got  many  miles  before  we  espied  a  house ;  went  up  to  the  place 
and  boldly  told  him  who  wc  were,  and  asked  permission  to  stop  in  one  of  hi» 
barns  and  have  a  rest ;  but  he  did  not  let  us  do  so,  but  made  us  come  into  his 
house,  and  kindly  gave  us  breakfast  and  supper.  AVc  had  a  good  rest  on  his 
feather-beds  that  day,  and  found  out  that  he  lived  at  Lake  Providence  city 
before  our  forces  took  that  place ;  but  that  he  was  treated  most  scandalously  br 
the  negro  troops,  as  they  burned  down  his  carrin^-shop,  blacksmith-shop,  and 
dwelling-house,  worth  to  him  815,000;  but  still  he  was  a  bitter  secessionist. 

9th.  Marched  fifteen  miles ;  got  on  a  skiff  at  Lake  Providence,  and  rowed 
down  to  the  city,  still  thinking  that  when  we  got  there  we  would  be  once  more 
with  our  own  men,  but,  to  our  sad  disappointment,  wc  found  that  our  forces  had 
evacuated  the  place. 

10th.  Marched  eight  miles,  we  not  being  able  to  get  our  lodgings  in  the  city, 
as  there  was  but  one  man  living  there,  f  by  the  name  of  Kemp,)  whose  hoo^e 
was  then  full  of  ladies,  and  a  gentleman  who  had  come  to  Providence  to  take  up 
his  brother's  remains  to  take  to  Memphis.     (459  miles  in  20  days.) 

11th.  Marched  six  miles,  intending  to  go  to  Goodrich's  landing;  but  having 
met  a  negro  on  the  road,  who  told  us  that  Quantrell's  men  were  there,  on  the 
way  to  attack  the  negro  soldiers  on  duty  at  the  fort,  we  then  thought  it  best  to 
go  to  work,  if  we  could  find  the  stuff,  and  build  a  raft,  as  we  did  not  like  to 
trust  the  roads  any  m(»re.  We  then  spied  an  old  blacksmith-shop  on  the  other 
side  of  the  levee,  where  wc  got  some  pine  posts,  some  spikes,  an  old  axe,  and 
a  couple  of  hammers.  The  trouble  now  was  to  carry  the  logs  down  and  to  find 
a  proper  place  to  build  the  raft.     It  was  just  as  much  as  we  conld  both  do  to 
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carry  ihe  logs*  We  then  commenced  to  build,  every  moment  being  then  pre- 
cions  to  us,  as  it  was  gettting  late.  We  spiked  the  boards  to  the  logs  pretty 
Btrooe,  pat  a  chain  on  her,  then  shoved  off,  with  three  hearty  cheers  for  Abe 
LdDCOlD.  I  quite  forgot  lo  say  that  in  the  morning,  as  we  were  walking  along 
the  bank,  the  Glasgow  hove  in  sight  going  down  the  river.  We  tied  an  old 
handkerchief  on  a  stick  and  waved  to  her,  but  she  would  not  come  near,  as  the 
captain  was  fired  on  in  that  same  place  by  guerillas.  We  then  sailed  down  the 
lirer  on  our  iron-clad  ram  at  the  rate  of  seven  miles  an  hour.  We  had  not 
aailed  fiur  before  a  steamer  hove  in  sight,  coming  up  the  river,  which  picked  ua 
up,  but  not  before  she  was  compelled  so  to  do  by  the  captain  in  command.  We 
then  got  aboard  in  a  skiff,  and  were  received  very  kindly  by  the  men  on  boar^ 
of  the  Robert  Emmet.  One  gave  me  a  pair  of  socks,  the  other  a  pair  of  shoes, 
another  a  blanket ;  one  gave  me  two  dollars,  and  then  we  had  a  bully  supper  of 
cheese,  sausage,  soft-tack,  Rio  coffee,  butter,  and  so  on.  But  it  appears  that  a 
captain  on  board,  whose  name  I  have  not  learned  yet,  doubted  our  statement, 
and  suiipected  us  of  being  rebel  spies.  What  a  bright  youth  to  think  that  we 
would  come  aboard  of  a  river-boat  to  act  as  spies !  I  would  like  to  know  what 
lufbrmation  could  be  got  on  such  a  craft  as  this.  But  ho  will  suffer  yet  for  this 
rough  act  to  us,  and  will  wish  he  had  never  done  so,  for  as  soon  as  we  get  to 
Porter,  commander  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  fleet,  ho  will  hear  from  us,  and, 
if  .Admiral  Porter  is  alive,  I  pity  that  captain's  fate,  as  Porter  knows  our  rank, 
and  who  we  arc,  and  what  we  are. 


REBEL  ATTACK  ON  GUARD  STATION  AT  WATERLOO. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

VicJcthurg,  February  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclosed  a  communication  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Greer  in  re- 
latk>n  to  an  attack  of  rebels  under  General  Harrison,  on  a  guard  station  at 
Waterloo,  and  the  dispergion  of  the  enemy,  and  their  four  pieces  of  artillery  by 
the  tin-ckd  Forest  Rose,  after  three  desperate  attempts  to  capture  our  negro 
troops,  in  which  they  would  have  been  successful  but  for  the  Forest  Rose. 

These  are  efficient  little  vessels,  and  have  never  yet  been  driven  from  a  bat- 
tery, (though  at  times  much  cut  up,)  and  have  never  yet  failed  to  make  the 
reoel  field  batteries  beat  a  retreat.     The  commander.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 
tenant A.  V.  Johnston,  deserves  much  credit  for  the  service  he  performed. 
1  am  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PORTER,  Rear  Admiral. 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xary,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  James  A.  Greer. 

United  States  Steamer  Rattler, 

Off  Hurricane  hland,  February  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  since  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant' 
the  rehcls  have  made  no  demonstrations  in  the  vicinity  of  Natchez.  The  vessels 
at  that  point  I  left  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  F,,  C.  Brannon,  of  the  Benton,  as 
I  am  engaged  on  court-martial  duty.     The  Forest  Rose  lias  been  stationed  at 
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Cole's  creek  and  Waterproof.  As  some  of  the  marine  brigade  boats  have  been 
lyin^  at  and  near  Rodney,  I  have  used  this  vessel  for  court-martial  purposes. 
sending  the  tug  Hyacinth,  with  an  armed  party  from  the  Pittsburg  to  patrol  a? 
far  as  St.  Joseph. 

I  have  infoiincd  you  in  a  previous  letter  that  a  detachment  of  about  200 
negro  troops  have  been  stationed  at  Waterproof,  making  it  a  depot  for  negroes* 
cattle,  &c. ;  this  has  aroused  the  indignation  of  the  rebels,  and  on  Saturday,  the 
14th  instant,  a  force  of  about  800  cavalry  of  Harrison's  command  made  an  attack 
upon  the  post,  driving  in  the  pickets  and  pressing  the  troops  very  hard ;  fortu- 
nately for  them  the  Forest  Rose  was  present. 

Captain  Johnston  immediately  opened  on  them  a  rapid  fire,  irhich  drove  them 
back.  He  got  his  vessel  under  w.ay  and  shelled  the  enemy  whenever  his  gun? 
would  bear  ;  finally  they  retreated  to  the  woods.  This  affair  lasted  from  3  till 
^.30  p.  m. 

At  8  p.  m.  the  enemy  attempted  to  make  a  dash  into  the  town,  bat  Captain 
Johnston,  who  was  well  posted  as  regards  the  approaches,  drove  them  back  with 
a  few  shell.  Eight  dead  rebels  and  five  prisoners  were  left  in  our  hands.  The 
loss  of  the  Union  troops  was  five  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Captain  Johnston  says  that  "  some  of  the  negroes  fought  well,  but,  for  want 
of  proper  discipline  the  majority  did  not." 

I  arrived  with  this  vessel,  but  after  the  first  fighting  was  over;  I  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Natchez,  and  reported  the  facts  of  the  case  to  the  commander  of  the 
post,  and  asked  him  to  send  up  re-enforcements.  Next  morning  he  despatched 
200  men  and  some  howitzer  ammunition  to  Waterproof. 

I  got  under  way  with  this  vessel  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th ;  upon  arriving 
at  Waterproof,  learned  that  in  the  morning  at  7.30  the  enemy,  who  had  been 
reenforced  in  the  night,  and  whose  forces  consisted  now  of  two  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, one  of  cavalry,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  all  under  command  of 
Brigadier  General  'Harrison,  had  again  attacked  the  post.  The  Forest  Rose, 
whose  commander  ever  S(fems  to  be  on  the  alert,  was  ready  for  them.  They  at- 
tempted to  plant  their  battery  upon  a  plank  road,  but  a  few  well-directed  shelh 
from  the  Parrott  guns  sent  them  in  confusion  out  of  range.  The  attempts  of 
the  remainder  of  the  rebel  force  to  advance  were  frustrated  by  the  active  move- 
ments of  the  Forest  Rose. 

Captain  Johnston  says  Captain  Anderson  asked  repeatedly  for  me  to  take 
his  troops  on  board,  and,  sir,  throws  them  across  the  river,  while  in  every  re- 
quest I  declined,  and  could  only  say  to  him  to  fight ;  his  forces  having  all 
fallen  back  into  his  fortifications.  After  I  got  the  enemy  on 'the  retreat,  be  felt 
more  easy  and  discontinued  his  requests  to  cross  the  river.  I  do  not  think 
Anderson  was  intimidated,  but  by  the  bad  discipline  of  his  men,  and  the  incapa- 
city of  his  officers,  they  became  panic  stricken.  The  rebels  fell  back  at  1  p.  m.. 
shortly  after  the  reenforcements  arrived  from  Natchez.  The  ram  Switzerland 
arrived  about  the  close  of  the  fight  and  joined  in.  The  rebel  loss,  as  far  a5 
known,  is  seven  killed;  quite  a  number  wounded  were  taken  off,  and  several 
prisoners,  among  tliem  a  lieutenant  who  was  an  aid  to  Harrison.  Onr  forces 
lost  three  killed  and  twelve  wounded.  I  gave  the  Forest  Rose  some  ammuni- 
tion, and  sent  an  order  to  Natchez  for  the  B.  to  bring  her  up  some  coal,  and 
then  come  up  to  this  point,  feeling  sure  tlic  Forest  Rose  and  Switzerland  could 
take  care  of  a  niucli  larger  force  of  th(j  enemy  than  had  yet  shown  tliemselves. 
Upon  my  arrival  here  I  sent  the  Ouachita  to  Waterproof  with  orders  to  Captain 
Wilson  lo  remain  there  as  long  as  his  services  were  needed ;  then  go  to 
Natchez,  coal,  and  return  to  this  point. 

I  Iiave  written  you  a  long  accouut  of  this,  but  J  desire  that  Captain  Johnston 
shall  have  his  good  conduct  brought  to  your  notice.  In  the  two  days'  fight  the 
Forest  Rose  expended  270  shell. 

February  16.  I  have  received  a  d**-'  *  0"»»  .  the 
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15tb  inetont,  10  p.  m.,  stntin^  that  at  4  a.  m.  of  that  day  the  rebels  made  another 
and  their  final  attack  upon  Waterproof  in  a  storm  of  wind.  The  Forest  Rose 
Bent  a  few  well-directed  shell,  which  caused  them  to  retire.  They  then  com- 
menced retreating  towards  Harrisonburg;,  burning  the  bridges  behind  them. 
The  Switzerland  dragged  and  fouled  her  anchor  and  did  not  participate.  Gen- 
eral £Uet,  with  two  boats,  arrived  in  the  forenoon,  and  sent  some  cavalry  to  re- 
connoitre. After  remaining  a  few  hours  he  departed  with  his  boats.  A  regiment 
of  troops  from  Yicksburg  passed  down  last  evening. 

The  rebels  cannot  stand  the  fire  of  gunboats,  and  in  the  last  ten  days  have 
received  some  severe  lessens  from  the  vessels  of  this  district. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  A.  GREER, 
Lieutenant  Commander* 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississppi  Squadron, 


EXPEDITION  BY  LIEUTENANT  COMMANDER  T.  O.  SELFRIDGE.— CAPTURE 

OF  COTTON,  &c. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Schadron. 

At  sea,  February  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  communication  from  Lieutenant  Commander 
ThomaB  0.  Selfridge,  of  tbe  Conestoga,  giving  an  account  of  tbe  clever 
Buuiner  in  which  he  landed  4*3  men,  capturing  a  quantity  of  rebel  cotton,  cap- 
toiiog  Colonel  C.  H.  Tyler  and  Major  J.  F.  O'Brien,  Lieutenant  Plantagu,  and 
three  privates,  twenty  mules,  six  wagons,  two  horses,  four  rifles,  all  of  which  he 
got  safely  back  with,  though  much  annoyed  by  the  Texan  cavalry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral. 
Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


Beport  of  Lieutenant  Commander  T,  O.  Selfridge. 

United  States  Ship   Conesto(5a, 
Mississippi  River,  February  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  Learning  that  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  cotton  belonging  to 
he  rebel  government,  under  a  small  guard  of  soldiers,  not  far  from  where  0  Id 
river  intersects  the  main  levee,  I  landed  myself  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  with 
45  seamen  and  some  contrabands.  After  a  march  of  about  six  miles  I  found 
the  cotton,  and  would  have  captured  the  guard  but  for  the  accidental  discharge 
of  a  musket. 

On  the  way  back  was  a  good  deal  annoyed,  and  had  a  sharp  skiimish  with  a 
body  of  Texan  cavalry.  The  result  of  the  expedition  was  the  capture  of 
thirty-two  bales  of  rebel  cotton,  twenty  mules,  two  horses,  six  wagons,  four 
Unfield  rifles,  two  shot-guns.  Captured  as  prisoners  :  Colonel  C.  11.  Tyler  and 
Migor  J.  F.  O'Brien,  of  the  confederate  provisional  army,  on  their  way  to  join 
Maginder. 
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Both  of  tbe  above  officers  were  of  the  regular  army  before  the  war. 
Lieatenant  Plantagu,  of  the  Louisiana  artillery,  and  three  privates. 
Sent  the  mules,  wagons,  &c.,  to  Natchez.     Provisions  were  turned  over  to 
the  military  authorities  at  Port  Hudson. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  credit 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  O.  SELFRIDGE. 

Lieutenant  Commander. 
Lieut.  Commander  Jas.  P.  Foster, 

Gommdndhtg  Second  Divition. 

V,  S. — ^The  day  before  the  above,  dcstroyjed  twenty-four  liogBheads  sngv 
about  to  cross  the  river,  it  being  too  bulky  to  take  it  on  board. 


SERVICES  OF  THE  FOREST  ROSE  AT  WATERPROOF,  LOUISIANA. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hatk,  Mississippi  Squadbon, 

Red  Ricer,  March  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  received  from 
Capt  J.  M.  Ander<on,  commanding  post  at  Water  Proof yLoaiBiana*  in  which  he 
speaks  of  the  good  service  performed  by  the  Forest  Rose,  Acting  V<danteer 
Lieutenant  J.  V.  Johnston,  at  that  place. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  POUTER,  Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  of  acknowledgment  from  Captain  Anderson. 

Headquarters  Po.st  Waterproof,  La., 

February  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  Permit  me  to  return  you  many  thanks  for  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
you  defended  my  little*  force  against  the  rebels  force  of  Colonel  Mores,  Colonel 
McNeal,  and  Major  Johnson,  in  their  several  attackn  of  Saturday,  Febnury 
14,  Sunday,  the  15th,  and  ^[onday,  the  16th  of  February,  1864. 

I  hope  you  will  not  consider  it  flattering  when  I  say  I  never  before  saw  more 
accurate  artillery  firing  Vlian  you  did  on  these  engagements,  invariably  pattiag 
your  shells  to  the  right  ])lace  ordered.  My  officers  and  men  now  feel  perfectly 
secure  against  a  large  force,  so  long  as  we  have  the  assistance  of  Captain 
Johnston  and  his  most  excellent  drilled  crew  on  board  the  No.  9. 
1  am,  captain,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  M.  ANDERSON, 

Captain^  Commanding  Poet, 
H.  C.  LUNT. 

Lieutenant  and  Adjmiamf. 
Captain  Johnstox, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Xo.  9. 
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fiXPEDrnON  UP  THE  BLACK  AND  WASHITA  RIVEBS. 

Report  of  Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 

Flag-IShip  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  SauADRON, 

Red  River,  March  6,  1864. 

:  I  hav^  the  honor  to  report  that  I  sent  an  expedition  up  the  Black  and 

rivers  on  the  let  instant,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Commander 

jnsay.     The  following  vessels  composed  the  expedition  :     Ouachita, 

nt  Commander  Byron  Wilson ;  Fort  Uindman,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu- 

E  «iohn  Pierce ;  Osage,  Acting  Master  Thomas  Wright ;  Lexington,  Lieu- 

Gkorre  M.  Bache ;  Conestoga,  Lieutenant  Commander  Thomas  0.  Sel- 

i ;  CricKet,  Acting  Master  H.  H.  Gorringe. 

e  expedition  was  perfectly  successful.     The  rebels,  about  two  thousand 

^,  under  General  Polignac,  were  driven  from  point  to  point,  some  exten- 

rorks  captured,  and  three  heavy  32-pounders  brought  away.     The  works 

destroyed.     The  enemy  suffered  severely  from  our  guns,  and  the  vessek 

jit  away  all  the  cotton  they  could  find.     They  also  destroyed  a  pontoon 

e»  cutting  the  rebels  off  from  their  main  body,  at  or  near  Alexandria,  but 

no  force  to  put  on  shore  they  had  time  to  escape. 

water  falling  very  rapidly  forced  the  expedition  to  give  up  the  intended 

ler  into   the  interior.     Some  houses  were  necessarily  destroyed,  but 

I:  community  is  all  rebel  it  is  not  to  be  regretted. 

et  to  say  that  we  lost  two  killed  and  fourteen  wounded,  and  the  Fort 
a  was  badly  cut  up  with  shot  and  shell,  being  struck  27  times,  but 
to  impair  her  efficiency. 

lose  Lieutenant  Commander  Hamsay's  report.     I  am  well  pleased  with 
It  of  the  expedition. 
i  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVJD  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral 
\n.  Gideon  Wrlles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navi/f   Washington,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  A,  Ramsay. 

United  States  Steamship  Choctaw, 

March  5,  1864. 

R  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  here  on  the  Fort  Hindman  at  L30 

.   on  the  29th  ultimo,  taking  the  Odagc,  Cricket,  Ouachita,  Lexington, 

Donestoga  with  me,  and  proceeding  up  Red  river,  anchored  at  dark  about 

n  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Black  river.     At  daylight,  on  the  1st  instant,  I 

Icr  way  and  proceeded  u])  Black  river.     At  4  p.  m.,  when  about  fifteen 

oelow  Trinity,  we  were  fired  into  by  sharpshooters  concealed  behind  the 

All  the  vessels  immediately  opened  on  them  with  shrapnell,  grape  and 

and  drove  them  away.     When  we  reached  Trinity,  white  flags  were 

on  the  lower  side  of  the  town,  but  as-  soon  as  we  rounded  the  point  wo 

opened  on  by  a  battery  of  two  12-pounder  rifle  guns.     We  immediately 

ed  fire,  and  in  a  few  moments  drove  the  rebels,  who  were  under  the  com- 

)f  General  Polignac.  from  the  town.     I  then  proceeded  two  miles  above 

Dwn  and  anchored  for  the  night.     At  daylight  on  the  2d  I  got  under  way, 

Kroceeded  up  the  Ouachita,  with  the  Osage  leading  and  the  Uindman  next. 
ad  not  proceeded  more  than  five  miles  when  the  Osage  became  disabled 
in  wheel  of  the  turret  breaking  in  three  pieces,  which  rendered  it  im- 
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possible  to  revolve  the  turret.  Fortunately  the  guns  were  pointed  direciiv 
ahead  at  tbe  time  of  the  accident.  When  we  axrived  within  two  miles  of  Har- 
risonburg, we  w(?re  attacked  by  a  brigade  (General  Polignac's)  of  sharpBhootere, 
lying  behind  the  levee,  and  a  bfxttery  of  12-pounder  rifle  guns.  The  fire  of  the 
battery  was  directed  entirely  at  the  Fort  Uindman.  *  She  was  struck  twentv- 
seven  times  by  shot  and  shell,  one  shot  disabling  the  starboard  engine.  I  im- 
mediately dropped  her  down  below  the  other  vessels,  and  then  went  on  board 
the  Ouachita.  The  Ouachita  was  struck  three  times,  bat  no  damage  done. 
The  firing  of  the  vessels  was  excellent,  and  soon  drove  the  battery  away.  The 
banks  were  so  high  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  vessels  abreast  of  the  sharp- 
shooters to  do  them  any  damage ;  but  the  lower  vessels  enfiladed  the  baulu, 
and  I  afterwards  learned  killed  and  wounded  a  great  many.  A  deserter  re- 
ported that  the  colonel  of  his  regiment  was  killed;  Leaving  the  Hindman  in  t 
safe  place,  I  proceeded  up  the  river  with  the  other  vessels  to  Bayou  Louis,  which 
enters  Sicily  island.  The  water  was  so  shoal  that  the  lightest  boat  I  had 
coiild  not  enter.  I  then  proceeded  to  Catahoula  shoals,  where  I  found  plenty 
of  water  to  enable  me  to  proceed  to  Monroe,  but  the  water  was  falling  so  fast 
I  deemed  it  best  to  retuiii.  On  our  arrival  at  Harrisonburg,  I  landed  with  the 
Ouachita  and  set  fire  to  some  of  the  largest  houses  in  the  town.  While  the 
houses  were  being  fired,  a  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry  were  observed  eomia^ 
down  a  ravine.  I  called  tl^e  men  on  board  and  opened  fire  from  the  veiaek, 
causing  the  troops  to  scatter  in  every  direction.  The  works  at  Harrisonbofg 
are  very  formidable.  There  are  four  forts  on  high  hills  commanding  the  river 
for  two  miles  below  the  town  and  more  than  a  mile  above.  Rifle-pits  nm  all 
around  and  connect  the  forts.  At  dark  I  anchored  two  miles  above  Trinitj. 
At  daylight  on  the  3d  I  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to  Trinity.  At  this  place 
two  excellent  earth-works  are  thrown  up,  one  of  which  commands  thjs  rirer  for 
more  than  two  miles.  It  Wiis  my  intention  to  bum  the  town,  but  findiog  ao 
many  women  and  children  in  it  I  spared  it. 

We  found  there  three  32  pounder  guns  and  carriages.  The  gnns  I  brought 
way,  and  burnt  the  carriages  and  platforms.  Hearing  that  the  rebels  had  a 
pontoon  bridge  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  Little  river,  I  sent  the  Cricket  up. 
and  burned  it.  I  remained  at  Trinity  until  the  morning  of  the  4th,  when  we 
proceeded  down  Black  river,  and  picking  up  all  the  cotton  near  the  bank, 
anchored  at  dark  about  12  miles  from  the  mouth.  At  daylight  on  the  5th  1 
got  under  way  and  arrived  at  this  place  at  meridian. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  the  officers  of  the  different  vessels  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  performed  their  duly.  I  regret  to  report  that  eight  men  were 
wounded  on  the  Fort  Hindman,  one  mortally,  (since  dead,)  and  two  severely. 
One  man  was  wounded  severely  on  the  Osage ;  Acting  Ensign  Ezra  Beaman, 
of  the  Choctnw,  who  I  took  with  me  as  signal  ofiicer,  was  wounded  in  the  right 
foot  while  on  board  of  the  Ouachita.  1  would  respectfully  bring  to  your 
notice  James  K.  h.  Duncan,  ordinary  seaman ;  Hugh  Mclloy,  ordinary  sea- 
man; and  Willi.im  P.  Johnson,  landsman,  of  the  Fort  Hindman,  for  their 
gallant  conduct  during  the  engagement  with  the  battery  near  Harrisonbofg. 
A  shell  burst  at  the  muzzle  of  one  of  the  guns,  setting  fire  to  the  tit  6lm 
cartridge  which  had  just  been  put  in  the  gun.  Duncan  immediately  seised  Ae 
burning  cartridge,  took  it  out  of  the  gun,  and  threw  it  OTerboard.  A  shdl 
pierced  the  bow  casemate  on  the  right  of  No.  I  gun,  mortally  woanding  the 
J  St  sponger,  who  had  the  sponge  in  his  hand,  which  he  dropped  ont  of  the  port 
on  the  forecastle.  Melloy  immedititely  jumped  out  of  the  port  on  the  fbrecaslfe* 
picked  up  the  sponge,  sponged  and  loaded  the  gun,  standing  oatsidie»  nnder  a 
heavy  fire  of  musketry.  Johnson,  although  badly  wounded  in  the  hmudg  took 
the  place  of  a  wounded  man,  sponged  and  loaded  the  gon  during  the  entire 
action. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  in  the  different  yesseb :  HindBiaii. 
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one  man  mortally  wounded,  since  dead  ;  eight  wounded,  two  severely ;  hit 
twenty-eeven  times.  Osage,  one  wounded.  Ouachita,  one  killed,  two  wounded, 
fttrnck  three  times.     Choctaw,  one  wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  een'ant, 

F.  M.  RAMSAY, 
Coni\lg  Expedition  to  Black  and  Washita  Rivers. 
Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


CAPTURED  REBEL  CORRESPONDENCE.— REBEL  TORPEDOES,  &c. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Flao-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Alexandria,  Louisiana^  March  20,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  some  rebel  correspondence  which  was 
captured  by  the  gunboat  Signal  a  day  or  two  since,  while  the  rebel  mail-carrier 
irmfl  crossing  the  river.  It  gives  a  complete  history  of  the  rebel  torpedoes,  the 
uaehine  that  blew  up  the  Houtsatonic,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done. 
Tliey  have  just  appointed  a  torpedo  corps  (I  send  one  of  the  commissions) 
fcr  Uie  purpose  of  blowing  up  property  of  all  kinds.  Among  other  devilish 
inventions  is  a  torpedo  resembling  a  lump  of  coal,  to  be  placed  in  coal  piles,  and 
amone  the  coal  put  on  board  vessels.  The  names  of  the  parties  are  all  men- 
tkmea  in  the  correspondence,  and  I  send  a  photograph  of  one  of  them,  which, 
if  multiplied  and  put  in  the  hands  of  detectives,  may  be  of  service.  I  have 
given  orders  to  commanders  of  vessels  not  to  be  very  particular  about  the  treat- 
ment of  any  of  these  desperadoes  if  caught,  only  summary  punishment  will  be 
effective.  I  tnist  that  we  will  be  prepared  to  avoid  any  of  their  machines. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv^ant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER.  Rear-Adrniral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xari/y  Washington,  D.  C, 


hetter  from  the  rebel  secretary  of  the  nary  to  Colonel  E,  C,  Cabell. 

Confederate  States  of  America,  Navv  Department, 

Richmond,  September  10,  1863. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  ISth  July,  from  Jacksonport,  Arkansas,  reached  me 
a  few  days  ago. 

You  inform  me  that  a  certain  party  **  desires  to  obtain  proper  authority  from 
the  confederate  government  to  undertake  the  destruction  of  gunboats,  trans- 
ports, &c.,  for  such  per  centum  of  the  value  of  the  boats  destroyed  as  may  be 
offered,"  &c. 

There  is  no  legislation,  of  which  I  am  aware,  that  satisfies  precisely  the 
conditions  required. 

The  act  of  May  G,  18G1,  recognizing  the  existence  of  war  with  the  United 
States,  and  providing  for  privateering,  is  not  construed  to  permit  privateering 
on  inland  waters.  ^ 

A  reference  to  the  law  for  the  establishment  of  a  volunteer  navy,  a  copy  of 
which  I  enclose  herewith,  will  show  you  that  it  cannot  be  made  to  embrace  the 
parties  to  which  you  refer. 

To  Ceieilitate  organizations  of  parties  to  operate  as  you  propose,  in  boats  or 


566       REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  THE  NAVT- 

otherwise,  against  the  enemy  on  our  western  rivers,  they  could  be  received  into 
the  navy,  if  they  shipped  regularly  in  accordance  with  existing  laws,  and  then 
assigned  to  duty  under  an  acting  master  upon  those  rivers.  In  this  case, 
however,  they  would  form  a  part  of  the  regular  uavy  establishment*  drawing 
its  pay  and  subsistence. 

I  infer  from  your  letter  that  such  is  not  the  object  of  the  parties  in  question, 
but  that  they  desire  to  organize  in  small  parties  to  operate  as  independent  river 
guerilla  parties,  under  their  own  leaders,  and  to  look  to  prize  money  or  reward 
from  the  country  for  destroying  enemy's  property,  to  defray  ezpensefl,  &e.. 
using  an  appointment  from  the  government,  to  secure  to  them  tne  rights  of 
prisoners  of  war  if  captured. 

Judging,  from  what  you  say,  that  you  have  not  the  acts  of  Congress  at  hand. 

I  enclose  copies  of  two  acts,  one  of  which  possibly  serves  the  desired  purpose. 

The  president  has  authority  to  make  such  an  arrangement  as  you  rerer  to.  and 

I  would  suggest  that  partic^s  wishing  to  engage  in  the  enterprise  present  to  hin 

their  names,  purposes,  and  terms,  either  directly  or  through  your  obedient  sen-ant 

Very  respectfully,  • 

S.  B.  MALLORY, 

Secretary  of  the  Kary. 
Colonel  £.  C.  Cabell, 

Confederate  States  Army,  Headquarters  Price^s  Army, 

Jacksonport,  Arkansas. 


An  act  of  t/ic  rebel  congress  to  provide  for  special  service,  ^. 

[No.  229.] 

AX  ACT  to  provide  for  local  defi'Dcc  and  special  service. 

Section  1.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  do  enact:  That  ihi' 
President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  accept  the  services  of  volunteers 
of  such  kind  and  in  such  proportion  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  to  serve  for 
such  time  as  he  may  prescribe,  for  the  defence  of  exposed  places  and  localities. 
or  such  special  service  as  he  may  deem  expedient. 

Section  2.  And  such  forces  shall  be  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  for  the  local  defence  or  special  service  aforesaid,  the  master- 
roll  setting  forth  distinctly  the  services  to  be  performed;  and  the  said  volunteer 
shall  not  be  considered  in  actual  service  until  thereunto  ordered  by  the  Pr««i- 
dent ;  and  thoy  shall  bo  (entitled  to  pay  or  subsistence  only  for  ench  time  ai^ 
they  may  be  on  duty,  under  tlie  orders  of  the  President,  or  by  his  direction. 

Section  3.  Sut-h  voluntfor  force;*,  when  so  accepted  or  ordered  into  wrviot. 
shall  be  organized  in  accordance  and  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  i)rovide  for  the  public  difence,"  approved  March  6,  1S61. 
and  may  be  attaclu-d  to  such  divisions,  brigades,  regiments  or  battaliouB  as  the 
President  may  direct,  and  wlien  not  organized  into  battalions  and  regimem.* 
before  being  niu.stered  into  service,  the  President  shull  appoint  the  field  officer:* 
of  the  battalions  and  regimnnt.-*  when  organized  as  such  by  him. 
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<kI  '^  ike  rebel  Congress  for  the  formation  of  a  secret  service  corps.-^ 

Chapter  LXIIL 

'  "i      kUT  to  aathoriEe  the  formation  of  volanteer  companies  for  local  defence. 

^  groes  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact :  That,  for  the 

local  defence  in  any  portion  of  the  Confederate  States,  any  number 

,      t  less  than  twenty,  who  are  over  the  age  of  forty-five  years,  or 

nsc      i        le  to  military  duty,  may  associate  themselves  as  a  military 

ft  eiect  meir  own  officers,  and  establish  rules  and  regulations  for  their 

m  i^ovemment,  and  shall  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  provisional  army 

1  Confederate  States,  serving  without  pay  or  idlowances,  and  entitled  when 

>ied  by  the  enemy  to  all  the  privileges  of  prisoners  of  war : 

ovidedf  Tbat  such  company  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  transmit  their 

roll  or  list  of  the  names  of  the  officers  and  privates   thereof,  to  the 

!       r  of  the  State,  the  commanding  general  of  the  department,  or  any 

ler  general  in  the  State  or  confederate  service,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 

Hiry  of  War ;  but  the  President  or  commander  of  the  district  may,  at  any 

disband  such  companies :   Prorided  that  in  the  States  and  districts  in 

m  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  further  provide  for  the  public  defence," 

ved  April  16,  1862,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  have  been  suspended 

)f  any  age,  resident  within  such  States  or  districts,  may  volunteer  and 

rm  part  of  such  companies,  so  long  as  such  suspension  may  continue :  Pro- 

deOf  that  no  person  shall  become  a  member  of  said  company  until  he  shall 

ire  first  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate  States  of  America  in 

ritiDg,  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  filed  with  the  muster-roll  of  said  company, 

above  prescribed. 

Approved  October  13,  1862. 


Rebel  general  orders  authorizing  enlistment  of  secret  service  corps. 

[Extract.] 

IIeadciuarters  District  of  Arkansas, 

Little  Rock,  August  18,  1863. 

NMial  Orders, ) 
No.  135.       ) 

•  ••••••• 

VI.  Thomas  E.  Courtenay,  esq.,  is,  by  direction  of  the  lieutenant  general 

nding  the  department  of  trans- ^Mississippi,  authorized  to  enlist  a  secret 

mee  corps  not  exceeding  twenty  (20)  men,  to  be  employed  by  him,  subject 

the  orders  of  the  district  commander. 

•  ••••••• 

By  command  of  Major  General  Price. 

THOMAS  L.  SNEAD, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Thomas  E.  Courtenay,  Esq. 


•,  1864. 


In  accordance  with  the  above,  1  hereby  appoint ,  a  member  of 

B  secret  service  corps,  to  report  to  me  at  ,  on  or  before  the day 

,  1864. 

THOMAS  E.  COURTENAY. 

Captain  Secret  Service  Corps. 

87  N 
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R.  W.  Dunn  appointed  for  special  aervice^ 

Confederate  States  of  Am ebica. 
War  DepX  Engineer  Bureau,  Richmond,  Va^  SepL  15,  1863. 

B.  W.  Dunn,  haying  been  selected  for  special  seryicef  is  authorized  hy  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  proceed  to  the  headquarters  of  lieutenant  Gfreneral  £.  Kirby 
Smith,  commanding  trans-Mississippi  department,  to  be  attached  to  one  of  the 
companies  of  engineer  troops  now  being  organized  in  that  department,  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  ^*  to  proyide  and  organize  engineer  troops  to  Berre  during 
the  war,''  approved  March  20,  1863. 

A.  L.  BIVES, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau, 
Approved : 

JAMES  A.  8EDD0N, 

Secretary  tf  Wmr. 


Additional  list  of  men  belonging  to  the  secret  service  corps. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 
War  Department,  Engineer  Bureau,  September  15,  1863. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send,  in  addition  to  the  names  specified  in  aj 
letter  of  the  20th  ultimo,  the  following  list  of  men  who,  hy  wish  of  the  Hon. 
Secretary  of  War,  are  to  be  employed  in  your  department  on  the  special  ser- 
vice of  destroying  the  enemy's  property  by  torpedoes  and  similar  invcntioiUf 
viz :  (names.) 

Thet«c  men  should  each  be  enlisted  in  and  form  part  of  an  engineer  company, 
but  will  nevertheless  be  employed,  so  far  as  possible,  on  the  service  specified 
above.  When  the  public  interest,  in  your  judgment,  requires  it,  details  of  addi- 
tional men  may  be  made,  either  from  the  engineer  troops  or  from  the  line,  to 
aid  them  in  their  particular  duties,  and  they  may  be  furnished  by  the  militftry 
authorities  with  the  necessary  ammunition.  Their  compensation  to  be  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  property  destroyed  by  their  new  inventions,  and  all  the  arms  and 
mimitions  captured  by  them,  by  the  use  of  torpedoes  or  by  similar  device*. 
Beyond  this  they  will  be  entitled  to  such  other  rewards  as  Congress  may  here- 
after provide. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  RIVES, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Acting  Chief  of  Bureau, 
Approved : 

JAMES  A.  SEDDON, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Xamcs  oj  persons  in  secret  service  to  introduce  R,  W,  Dunn,  E,  C-  Singer,  and 

J,  J).  Bra  man  to  my  friends, 

B.  G.  Adams,  Grenada;  Captain  Samuel  Applegate,  Winona;  Colonel  H.  H- 
Miller,  commnndiiig  regiment  wch>t  of  Grenada  and  Carrollton ;  W.  P.  Melkn, 
Natchez;  Major  John  13.  Peyton,  Raymond;  Judge  D.  H.  Boflser,  Woodville; 
F.  A.  Boyle,  Woodville  ;  Henry  Skipwith,  Clinton,  Louisiana ;  Conrad  McBmi 
Fordocke,  Louidiauu ;  W.  Barton,  Atchafalaya  river,  Louisiana ;  J.  J.  MorgUt 
Atchaiulaya  river,  Louisiana ;  T.  G.  Calvit,  Atchafalaya  river,  Louisiana ;  Jaotf 
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E.  lindaej,  Atcbafalaya  river,  Lonisiana;  William  N.  Lindsey,  Atchafalaya 
river,  Loaiaiana ;  William  H.  Neilson,  Atchafalaya  river,  Louisiana;  Samuel 
Faulkner,  Atchafalaya  river,  Louisiana ;  Colonel  James  M.  Porter,  St.  Landry, 
Looisiana;  Colonel  William  B.  Davis,  St.  Landry,  Louisiana;  Colonel  William 
0£BU,  St.  Landry,  Louisiana ;  Captain  James  Cappes,  St.  I^dry,  Louisiana ; 
8.  A.  Seribner,  St.  Landry,  Louisiana ;  Elbert  GouU,  St.  Landry,  Louisiana ; 
T.  0.  Anderson,  St.  Landry,  Louisiana ;  Simon  Richard,  St.  Landry,  Louisiana ; 
HenderBon  Taylor,  Marksville,  Louisiana;  S.  L.  Taylor,  Marksville,  Louisiana; 
H.  Bobertson,  Alexandria,  Louisiana ;  S.  W.  Henarie,  Alexandria,  Louisiana ; 
Governor  T.  O.  Moore,  Alexandria,  Louisiana;  Colonel  C.  Manning,  Alexandria, 
Loaiaiana;  General  M.  Wells, Rapides  andAveyellos  parish, Louisiana;  General 
P.  F.  Keemy,  Rapides  and  Avcyellos  parish,  Louisiana ;  Hugh  M.  Kearny, 
esq^  Rapides  and  Aveyellos  parish,  Louisiana ;  6.  F.  Murdock,  Rapides  and 
Aveyellos  parish,  Louisiana ;  B.  C.  Crow,  esq.,  Lafayette  Parish,  Louisiana ; 
Hon.  John  Moore,  St.  Martin's  parish ;  William  Robertson,  St.  Martin's  parish ; 
Judge  Baker,  St.  Mary's  parish;  T.  J.  Foster,  St.  Mary's  parish;  Judge 
Palfrey,  St.  Mary's  parish  ;  bauiel  Dennett,  editor  Planter's  Banner,  St.  Mary's 
rarish ;  Mr.  Sickles,  editor  Planter's  Banner,  kindred  spirits,  St.  Mary's  parish  ; 
J?hanor  Prudhommer,  esq.,  St.  Mary's  parish;  John  Blair  Smith,  Nachitochca 
Mrish,  Louisiana;  Colonel  H.  J.  G.  Battle,  Caddo,  Louisiana;  Reuben  White, 
C?«ddo,  Louisiana. 

We  must  help  one  another,  and  those  who  can  be  efficient  in  our  cause  must 
receive  all  necessary  hospitality,  aid,  and  information.  I  introduce  none  but 
tbe  worthy. 

R.  J.  PAGE. 


Report  of  a  communion  on  Singer's  torjjcdo, 

Enginefr  Headquarters, 
Department  Northern  Virginia^  July  14,  1863. 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  the  13tli,  appointing  the  imder- 
■igned  a  commission  to  examine  and  ntport  upon  the  merits  of  ^Ir.  E.  C.  Singer's 
torpedo,  we  beg  to  state  that  we  have  carefully  examined  the  same,  and  submit 
the  following  report : 

First.  "  Art  to  the  plan  for  exploding  the  charge."  In  this  plan  or  lock,  in  our 
opinion,  consists  the  groat  merit  of  the  invention.  The  luck  is  simple,  strong, 
and  not  liable  at  any  time  to  be  out  of  order ;  and  as  the  caps  which  ignite  the 
charge  are  placed  within  the  powder  magiizine,  they  are  not  likely  to  be  affected 
by  moisture;  while  the  percussion  is  upon  the  exterior  of  the  magazine,  actual 
contact  with  the  rod  which  acts  as  a  trigger  is  ncci'ssary,  but  by  mechanical 
contrivances  the  contact  may  be  obtain(*d  in  various  ways. 

Second.  ••  The  certainty  of  action  "  depends,  of  course,  upon  contact,  but  by 
the  j)eculiar  and  excellent  arningrmiint  of  the  lock  and  plan  of  pcrcu.ssi^m 
mentioned  abovo,  the  certainty  of  explosion  is  almost  absolute.  One  great 
advantage  this  t(>rjM*do  posstisscs  over  many  others  is,  that  its  exjilosion  does 
not  drpt'nd  ujM>n  the  action  or  judjjnu'nt  of  an  individual;  that  it  is  safe  from 
pn'mnture  i«rnition,  and  at  the  sam(?  time  is  cheap  and  portable,  while  its  position 
in  rivi'r  or  harbor  cannot  readily  be  ascertained  by  an  enemy's  vessels. 

Third.  *•  Th(*  efficiency  of  its  explosion,  if  madi*  in  doep  channels,"  cannot  well 
be  ascertained  without  experiment,  but  would  be  the  sanu^  as  submarines  lired  by 
any  other  contrivance.  We  are  of  the  opinion,  however,  from  tin*  br-^t  informa- 
jon  aceessiile,  that  if  the  powder,  say  100  pounds  in  (|u.inti:y,  is  wiihin  the 
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distance  of  fifteen  feet  from  the  keel  of  the  vessel  when  exploded,  its  efficient 
action  is  not  materially  affected  by  the  depth  of  channel.  (Jf  conrse  the  qnan- 
tity  of  power  required  would  have  to  be  determined  by  experiment.  Kifle 
powder,  from  its  more  rapid  combustion,  would  be  preferable  in  deep  water  to 
cannon  powder,  while  some  of  the  detonating  compounds  would  doubtless  effect 
certain  destruction  to  vessels  passing  over  torpedoes  at  even  much  greater  depth. 

The  peculiar  arrangements  for  firing  the  batteries  would  have  to  be  determined 
by  the  circumstances  of  position  and  draught  of  vessels  and  motion  of  cmrentSr 
depth,  and  width  of  channels,  and  would  require  the  exercise  of  greet  judgment 
on  the  part  of  those  intrusted  with  the  duty  of  placing  them. 

We  are  so  well  satisfied  with  the  merits  of  Mr.  Singer's  torpedo  that  we 
recommend  the  engineer  department  to  give  it  a  thorough  test,  and,  if  practicable, 
to  have  some  of  them  placed  at  an  early  day  in  some  of  the  river  approachefl  of 
Richmond. 

General  remarks, — The  mode  of  loading  this  torpedo  dispenseB  with  any 
connexion  through  the  case  of  the  magazine,  involving  no  packing  of  any 
kind. 

The  risk  of  the  lock  fouling  by  sand  or  mud,  if  on  the  bottom  of  a  atream* 
we  think  can  be  prevented  by  enclosing  it  in  a  metal  case,  which  would  be 
nearly  water-tight.  In  narrow  streams  these  could  be  placed  in  quincunx,  lo 
that  a  vessel  attempting  to  pass  would  be  sure  to  come  in  contact  with  some 
one. 

The  inventor  also  claims  to  be  able  to  go  to  a  vessel  with  one  or  two  and  get 
them  in  contact  so  as  to  explode.  This  can  be  done,  but  so  much  depends  on 
the  nerve  and  daring  of  individals  that  there  is  no  certainty  of  it.  Judging  from 
the  success  of  blasting  rocks  by  powder,  superposed  upon  the  rock  with  a  deep 
column  of  water  over  it,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  depth  of  water  below 
a  torpedo  would  not  interfere  with  its  success.  Lieutenant  Bolton,  who  saw 
and  blasted  a  great  deal  in  East  river,  near  New  York,  says  100  pounds  of 
powder,  15  feet  from  the  bottom  of  a  vessel,  would  break  her  sides  or  bottom. 
\Vc  would  add  that  a  proposed  adaptation  of  titese  locks  to  the  explosion  of 
slioll  or  batteries  under  railroad  tracks,  for  defences  of  approach  to  fortified 
works,  and  for  blowing  up  bridges,  seems  to  us  very  simple  and  effective,  also 
an  ingenious  plan  for  affixing  torpedoes  to  spar  or  bow  of  an  iron-clad. 

We  consider  the  employment  of  submarines  as  a  legitimate  mode  of  de- 
fence, and,  as  ofiicers  connected  with  the  defence  of  Richmond,  feel  it  our  duty 
to  r(^commend  torpedoes  as  a  powerful  accessory  to  our  limited  means.  The 
moral  efiect  of  an  explosion  upon  an  enemy  would  be  incalcalable>  and  would 
doubtless  deter  them  from  attempting  to  bring  troops,  by  transports,  to  points 
acceppible  to  the  city,  as  White  House  or  Brandon. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

W.  H.  STEVENS, 

Colond  Enginetn. 
JOHN  A.  WILLIAMS, 

Major  Bngineees, 
W.  G.  TURPIN, 

Captain  Engineers 

Colonel  J.  T.  Gilmer, 

Chief  Engineer, 

Official  copy. 

A.  L.  RIVES. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Acting  Ckitf  £^  JSktmii. 
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Letter  of  T.  E.  Courtenay  to  Colonel  H,  ClarJc, 

Richmond,  Yibginia,  January  19,  1864. 

My  Dbar  Oolonbl  :  I  hope  you  have  received  all  mj  letters.  I  wrote  two 
to  Mobile,  one  to  Columbus,  and  two  to  Brandon ;  I  now  send  this  bj  a  party 
who  Is  going  to  Shreveport,  and  promised  to  learn  your  whereabouts,  so  as  to 
forwaid  it  to  yoa. 

I  have  met  with  much  delay  and  annoyance  since  you  left.  The  castings 
bsre  mil  been  completed  some  time,  and  the  coal  is  so  perfect  that  the  most  criti- 
cal eye  could  not  detect  it.  The  President  thinks  them  perfect,  but  Mr.  Seddon 
will  do  nothing  without  congressional  action,  so  I  have  been  engaged  for  the 
past  two  weeks  in  getting  up  a  bill  that  will  cover  my  case.  At  last  it  has 
■Mt  his  approval,  and  will  to>day  go  to  the  senate,  hence  to  the  house  in 
flecret  session.  It  provides  that  the  secretary  of  war  shall  have  the  power  to 
organize  a  "  secret  service  corps,'*  commission,  enlist,  and  detail  parties  who 
•hall  retain  former  rank  and  pay,  also  give  such  compensation  as  he  may  deem 
ftt»  BOt  exceeding  50  per  cent,  for  property  partially  and  totally  destroyed ;  also 
to  advance,  when  necessary,  out  of  the  secret  service  fund,  money  to  parties 
engaging  to  injure  the  enemy. 

As  soon  as  this  bill  becomes  a  law  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  get  a  suit- 
able commission,  and  means  to  progress  with,  and  that  all  the  appointments 
yoa  or  I  have  made  will  be  confirmed.     •  •  •  •  •  • 

Your  friend, 

T.  E.  COURTENAY. 

Colonel  H.  E.  Clark, 

1th  Missouri  Car  air y^  Maj.  Gen.  Price's  Headquarters,  Arkansas, 


REBEL  ATTACK  UPON  YAZOO  CITY. 

Letter  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  transmitting  rej^ort  of  Acting  Master  Thomas 

McElroy, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Of  Alexandria,  La,  March  22,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copj  of  a  report  from  Acting 
Master  Thomas  McElroy,  commanding  naval  forces  at  Yazoo  City,  detailing 
an  account  of  a  very  handsome  little  aSair  that  took  place  there. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral. 
Hon.  GiDBox  Wbllrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Thomas  McElroy, 

United  States  Steamer  Petrel, 
Of  Yazoo  City,  Mississipjn,  March  5,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  K* 
Owen  turned  over  all  vessels  in  this  river,  Yazoo,  to  my  command  on  the  1st 
instant  I  have  not  complied  with  his  order  in  sending  the  Marmora  up  the 
river  to  the  foot  of  Honey  island,  which  \a  about  GO  miles,  as,  from  informa* 
tion  received,  I  did  not  think  it  prudent. 
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This  inoming;  at  9^  o'clock,  the  enemy  made  a  fierce  attack  on  the  city 
and  redoubt.  Fart  of  the  11th  Illinois  volunteers  was  stationed  in  the  re- 
doubt, supporting  a  12-  pounder  rifled  howitzer  belonging  to  the  gunboat  Ex- 
change, left  in  my  charge.  I  sent  an  officer  and  crew  to  work  the  gnn.  The 
rest  of  the  11th  were  stationed  with  a  colored  regiment  in  and  around  the  city. 

It  was  reported  to  me  that,  after  firing  the  howitzer  seyeral  times,  a  shot  got 
jammed  in  the  gun  and  could  not  be  removed.  I  then  ordered  Captain  Gibson, 
of  the  Marmora,  to  dismount  one  of  his  rifled  howitzers,  mount  it  on  a  field-car- 
riage and  send  it  on  shore,  with  a  crew  to  work^t.  Before  he  could  get  the 
gun  to  the  redoubt,  the  enemy  had  the  hill  completely  surrounded.  At  this 
time  the  fighting  in  the  city  was  liand  to  hand.  The  gun  was  placed  in  position 
in  the  street,  and  did  good  service,  helping  very  much  towards  winning  the 
day.  The  crew,  at  one  time,  was  driven  from  the  gun,  they  not  having  suffi- 
cient support  to  hold  it,  but  the  soldiers,  seeing  the  crew  driven,  rnlliod, 
charged  on  the  rebels  and  retook  it,  losing  three  men  in  the  charge,  and  wound- 
ing James  Stoddard,  of  the  Marmona ;  he  is  improving. 

During  this  time  both  vessels  kept  up  a  constant  fire  on  the  city  until  4 
p.  m. ;  then  I  was  requested  to  cease  firing  by  Colonel  Coats,  as  the  enemy 
were  retreating.  We  expended  about  250  shell.  I  then  went  on  shore  with  a 
fresh  gun's  crew,  and  took  command  of  the  howitzer,  following  the  rebels  np 
until  they  had  retreated  to  the  hills. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  navy  was  well  represented  by  three  sailors,  who 
nobly  stood  their  ground  through  the  whole  action,  fighting  hand  to  hand  to 
save  the  gun  and  the  reputation  of  the  navy. 

The  sailors  are  highly  spoken  of  by  the  army  officers  for  their  gallant  con- 
duct. Their  names  are  Bartlett  LafFey,  of  this  vessel,  and  James  Stoddanl  and 
Wm.  J.  Franks,  of  the  Marmora.  I  would  commend  them  to  your  considera- 
tion. I  liave  lost  confidence  in  Acting  Ensign  Shepley  R.  Holmes,  who  w:i» 
sent,  in  charge  of  the  howitzer,  and  as  he  hiU}  sent  in  his  resigatiou  1  hope  it 
may  be  accepted. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  Mcelroy, 

Acting  Master f  Commanding. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  I).  Portkr, 

Cottimanding  Mtssissijipi  Squadron. 


BEBEL  ATTACK  0!^  PADDCAH. 
[Tolegram.] 

Cairo,  III.,  March  26,  1S64. 

At  three  p.  m.,  yesterday,  the  rebels  made  an  attack  ui3on  Paducah,  and  the 
steamers  Pcosta,  Paw  Paw,  and  Fort  Hind  man  at  once  opened  fire.  Colonel 
Hicks  holds  the  fort.  Th(»  front  part  of  the  city  is  destroyed,  our  shells  set- 
ting fire  to  the  houses  on  the  l(*vee.  A  brisk  cannonading  was  continac^d  until 
about  ten  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  fire  of  the  n.*bels  ceased.  The  attack  may 
liave  been  renewed  this  morning.  Our  despatches  are  received  by  boat,  the 
tt'legraphic  communication  having  been  destroyed.  The  fort  made  a  desperate 
resistance. 

A.  M.  PENNOCK,  Fleet  Captain,  ifc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
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[Telegram.] 

Gairo,  March  26,  1864. 

I  have  just  received  information  that  the  enemy  is  still  in  force  on  onr  front 
«t  Padncfdi. 

A  flag  of  trace  was  sent  in  by  them  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  prisoners, 

Jeh  was  refused.  They  demanded  a  surrender  twice,  saying  they  would 
sive  no  quarter  if  refused.  General  Forrest  has  five  hundred  (500)  prisoners 
irom  Umon  City.  Be-enforcements  are  going  forward.  There  is  no  aanger  of 
a  aiirrender. 

A.  M.  PENNOOK,  Fleet  Captain,  8fc, 

Hon.  Gideon  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


[Telegram.] 

Cairo,  Marc/t.  26,  1864. 

Paducah  is  safe.    The  rebels  left  at  mignight. 

A.  M.  PENNOCK,  Captain,  ^. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  March  26,  1864. 

Information  has  been  received  that  the  rebels  have  retreated  from  Paducah. 
Rebel  loss,  three  hundred  (300)  killed  ;  number  of  wounded  unkoown.  For- 
rest's force  said  to  be  sixty-five  hundred,  (6,500,)  and  four  (4)  pieces  of  artil- 
lery.    Rebel  General  A.  B.  Thompson  is  reported  killed. 

A.  M.  PENNOCK,  Fleet  Captain,  Sfc. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CAPTURE  OF  FORT  PILLOW  BY  THE  REBELS. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Cairo,  III.,  April  15,  1864 — 3  p,  m. 

On  the  13th  instant  the  rebelf^  demanded  the  surrender  of  Columbus,  Ken- 
tucky, which  was  refused  by  Colonel  La^Tence.  Troops  and  two  gunboats 
were  sent  from  here,  but  the  enemy  had  retired  before  they  reached  Columbus. 
Hearing  that  Fort  Pillow  had  been  attacked,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Commander 
Fitch,  if  ho  could  be  ppared  from  Columbus,  to  proceed  to  Fort  Pillow  with 
gunboats  Hastings  and  Moose.  Last  night  I  learned  that  Fort  Pillow  had 
Been  captured,  after  a  deperate  resistance  by  the  garrison.  The  gunboat  New 
Era  assisted  in  the  defence.  Lieutenant  Commander  Fitch  will,  on  his  arrival, 
endeavor  to  shell  the  rebels  from  the  fort,  and  to  keep  the  river  open  at  all 
haiards  The  greater  part  of  the  rebel  force  is  said  to  have  left  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Memphis.  On  the  14th  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  by  the  rebels  to  Padu- 
cah; one  hour  was  given  by  them  to  move  the  women  and  children.  At  th« 
expiration  of  the  hour  no  attack  was  made. 
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Lientenant  Gommander  Shirk  reports  that  the  gunboats  shelled  the  upper 
part  of  the  town  and  drove  the  rebels  out,  and  I  am  informed  that  the  tcoope  io 
the  fort  also  shelled  them  and  killed  several.  Paducah  has  been  re-enforced  bj 
troops  sent  by  General  Brayman,  and  we  have  four  gunboats  there. 

Information  has  reached  me  that  the  rebels  are  in  force  at  Blandvillev  Ken- 
tucky, and  will  cross  the  Ohio  into  Illinois  if  they  can,  about  twenty  miles 
above  Mound  City.  I  have  had  all  the  ferries  and  skiffs  between  this  place 
and  Paducah  destroyed,  and  will  keep  the  river  closely  watched  with  all  the 
force  we  have  at  our  disposal. 

A  part  of  the  rebePs  programme  is,  I  believe,  to  destroy  the  large  amount  of 
ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  we  have  at  Mound  City,  and  other  government 
property  at  this  place.  We  have  taken  every  precaution  in  our  power  to  guard 
against  it.     We  have  constantly  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  incendiaries. 

Admiral  Porter  has  lefl  me  ample  instructions  for  guidance  during  his  ab- 
sence, which  I  shall  carry  out  to  the  extent  of  my  ability. 

I  will  telegraph  you  when  I  hear  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Fitch. 

A.  M.  PENNOCK. 
Fleet  Captain  and  Commander  rf  Staiimkm 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  cfthe  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Gaibo,  III.,  April  16,  1864. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Fitch  has  returned  from  Fort  Pillow.  The  fort  had 
been  taken  on  the  12th,  after  a  fight  lasting  from  daylight  until  3  o'clock 
p.  m.,  and  Lieutentant  Commander  Fitch  arrived  there  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
14tb.  The  enemy  had  left  the  fort,  carrying  off  all  the  guns,  coneisting 
of  four  12-pounders  and  two  10-pounder  rifled  Parrotts.  Heavy  forces  of 
cavalry  are  just  above,  preparing  to  cross  over  to  Island  No.  30  to  capture  a 
number  of  steamers  that  have  been  detained.  The  Moose,  Hastings,  New  £», 
and  Volunteer  shelled  the  enemy  from  4  o'clock  until  dark  and  routed  them, 
dri\'ing  them  to  Ash  port,  when  they  left  on  the  Ripley  road.  The  transports 
were  then  convoyed  past  Fort  Pillow,  and  the  gunboats  landed  at  the  fort  and 
took  on  board  the  remainder  of  our  wounded,  also  the  women  and  childreo. 
The  next  morning  Lieutenant  Commander  Fitch  ordered  the  remainder  of  the 
dead  to  be  buried,  and  seeing  no  more  of  the  enemy  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
started  up  the  river.  At  Ashport  ho.  shelled  a  squad  of  cavalry  that  had  en- 
camped there  the  night  before,  and  drove  them  off.  The  New  Era  was  sup- 
plied with  ammunition  and  left  to  guard  the  fort,  and  the  Moose,  Hastings,  and 
Volunteer  returned  to  this  place. 

A.  M.  PENNOGK,  Fk^  Capiaim. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


REBEL  ATTACK  ON  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  OSAGE. 

United  States  Stbambr  Osagb, 

Grand  Ecare,  April  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  while  on  my  way  down  the  ri%"er, 
having  i>topped  at  Blair's  plantation,  some  50  miles  above  this  point*  to  protect 
the  transport  Alice  Vivian,  I  was  attacked  by  two  brigades  of  aismoiuited  cav- 
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cliy  and  three  pieces  artillery,  the  whole  under  the  command  of  General  Oreen, 
amounting  to  not  less  than  2,500  men.  I  waited  till  they  got  into  easy  shelling 
nnge»  and  opened  upon  them  a  heavy  fire  of  shrapnell  and  canister.  The 
rebeb  fought  with  nuusual  pertinacity  for  over  an  hour,  delivering  the  heaviest 
and  most  concentrated  fire  of  musketry  that  I  have  ever  witnessed.  They 
finally  broke  in  great  confiision,  leaving  the  ground  covered  with  their  dead  and 
wonnded,  mnskets,  knapsacks,  &c.,  for  many  yards  from  the  bank. 

Having  received  orders  to  rejoin  you  without  delay,  I  regretted  that  I  conld 
not  give  the  battle-field  the  inspection  I  desired.  From  the  statement  of  the 
wonnded,  and  the  appearance  of  the  field,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  could  not  have 
been  less  than  200.  General  Green,  who  commanded,  a  colonel,  and  major  are 
known  to  have  been  killed.  The  Lexington,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Bache, 
came  down  shortly  after  the  action  commenced,  and,  from  her  favorable  position 
below,  was  enabled  to  pour  in  a  most  destructive  enfilading  fire,  which  materi- 
ally hastened  the  result.  Company  A,  95th  Illinois,  were  on  board,  and  did 
good  execntion.    Our  total  casualties  amounted  to  seven  wounded. 

General  Green  will  prove  a  great  loss,  he  standing  as  one  of  the  best  rebel 
generals  this  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  ooedient  servant, 

THOS.  0.  SELFRIDGE, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Corn'dg  Mississippi  Squadron. 


ACTION  WITH  REBEL  BATTERIES  ABOVE  YAZOO  CITY.— NAVAL  CO-OPE- 
RATION. 

Report  of  Acting  Master  Thomas  McElroy, 

United  States  Gunboat  Petrel, 

Above  Yazoo  City,  April  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  hy  this  vessel  in  to-day's 
action,  in  compliance  with  a  despatch  from  Brigadier  General  McArthur,  (please 
find  copy  enclosed). 

I  moved  up  the  river,  in  company  with  land  forces,  at  one  (1)  p.  m.,  at  the 
reoucst  of  Colonel  Scliofield.  I  left  the  troops  at  Liverpool  Blufis,  twenty  (20) 
mites  below  Yazoo  City,  with  this  vchsoI,  followed  by  the  Prairie  Bird  and  trans- 
port Freestone  as  despatch  boats,  to  go  up  and  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and 
divide  their  foices,  if  there.  At  2.4  0  p.  m.  stopped  at  a  plantation  to  make  inquiries 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  the  enemy.  At  2.50  moved  up  to  within  twelve 
hundred  ( 1 ,200)  yards  of  the  cit v,  and  came  alongside  of  the  bank,  so  as  to  com- 
municate verbally  with  commanding  officer  of  Prairie  Bird,  giving  him  orders  not 
to  come  above  the  wreck  of  the  Baron  DeKalb.  Not  seeing  any  enemy  in  sight, 
at  3.30  p.  m.  moved  up  veiy  slowly.  Seeing  a  crowd  of  women  and  children  on 
the  levee,  from  what  information  I  received  below,  I  thought  the  place  evac- 
uated. At  4.  p.  m..  when  opposite  the  city,  where  the  river  makes  a  sharp 
turn,  the  enemy  opened  on  me  with  four  (4)  guns.  I  opened  on  them  with  my 
starboard  battery ;  at  the  same  time  made  signal  to  Prairie  Bird  to  commence 
action,  which  she  did.  Finding  myself  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  the  pilot,  Mr. 
John  Armstrong,  said  the  vessel  could  not  be  backed  down  safe  under  such  a 
fire,  I  ordered  him  to  go  ahead  and  pass  the  city,  take  their  fire,  and  when  out 
of  range  to  turn  around  and  come  down  again.  While  running  stem  to  them 
they  fired  fifteen  (15)  shots  at  me,  but  did  not  strike  the  vessel.  After  turning 
around,  I  saw  that  the  Prairie  Bird  had  dropped  below  out  of  range ;  not  deem- 
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ing  it  prudent  to  ran  by  nntil  I  found  out  what  was  the  matter  with  her,  I  sent  a 
despatch  to  Colonel  Schofield,  telling  him  that,  from  what  information  I  received, 
there  were  not  one  thousand  (1,000)  men  (on  this  side  of  the  Big  Black  river) 
of  the  enemj.  This  despatch  I  sent  by  transport  Freestone.  At  5  p.  m.  I  found, 
by  verbal  report,  that  the  Prairie  Bird  was  partially  disabled,  but  that  the  com- 
manding officer  would  do  his  best  to  assist  me  when  I  run  by  the  batteries,  if  the 
troops  did  not  come  up  to  my  assistance.  I  have  a  code  of  signals  by  whistle 
established  with  Prairie  Bird.  All  hands  at  quarters.  The  enemy,  by  their 
actions,  think  it  was  intentional  on  my  part  to  run  by  their  batteries  to  cover 
the  landing  of  troops  above  the  city.  I  am  expecting  the  transport  will  retain 
every  moment  with  an  answer  to  my  despatch  to  Colonel  Schoneld. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Bervant, 

THOMAS  Mcelroy, 

Acting  Master,  CorrCdg  "Petrel  and  Naval  Forcei^  Yazoo  River, 
Eon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  (7. 


Requisition  from  Brigadier  General  J.  Mc  Arthur  for  naval  co^eration. 

Headquarters  District  of  Yicksburg, 

Vicksburgf  Miss^  April  18,  1864. 

Captain:  An  expedition,  under  command  of  Colonel  Schofield»  starts  from 
Haines's  Bluff,  for  Yazoo  City,  to-morrow,  (Tuesday,)  marching  bv  land.  Yon 
will  please  move  up  and  co>opcrate  with  them,  calculating  to  reach  Yaxoo  City 
on  Thursday  night :  afterwards  patrolling  the  riyer  sufficiently  to  keep  open 
communication  between  that  point  and  this  place.  You  can  communicate  with 
Colonel  Schoficld  before  starting  as  to  his  probable  camping  places  on  the  way  up. 
Your  most  obedient  seryant, 

J.  McABTHUB,  Brigadier  C^eneraL 

P.  S. — Steamboats,  properly  cleared,  approyed  by  me»  will  be  allowed  to 
proceed  up  the  river  under  your  protection. 

J.  McABTHUB,  Brigadier  GeneroL 
Captain  McElroy, 

Commanding  Gunboat,  4n^*i  at  Haines^s  Bluff. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  PETREL. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  2>.  D.  Porter. 

Flag-Ship  Cricket,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Off  Alexandria,  La.,  April  28.  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  of  the  loss  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Petrel,  belonging  to  this  squadron.  She  was  captured  up  Yazoo  river  by  the 
rebels  and  destroyed.  I  enclose  letters  from  her  executive  officer,  commanding 
officer  of  the  Prairie  Bird,  and  also  one  from  Commander  Townsend,  on  the 
subject. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  POBT£B,  Bear-AdmiroL 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  M.  E.  Flanigan. 

On  Board  United  States  Steamer  Prairie  Bird, 

April  23,  1864. 

SfR :  I  baye  the  honor  to  report  the  following  facts  in  regard  to  the  loss  of 
tiie  United  States  steamer  Petrel : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  General  McArthnr,  we  proceeded  up  Yazoo  river, 
•rriving  at  Liverpool  Bluffs  April  21,  1864,  at  12.20  p.  m.  By  request  of 
Colonel  Schofield  we  proceeded  on  up  the  river,  in  company  with  the  United 
States  steamer  Prairie  Bird  and  transport  Freestone.  At  3  p.  m.  we  arrived  at 
the  navy  yard  below  Yazoo  City.  Seeing  no  enemy  in  sight,  we  proceeded  on 
ap,  leaving  the  Prairie  Bird  and  Freestone  at  the  navy  yard.  When  abreast 
the  city  we  fired  several  shots  at  the  enemy,  just  then  coming  in  sight  on  the 
hills.  We  steamed  on  up,  and  while  rounding  the  point  the  enemy  opened 
a  brisk  fire  of  cannon  ana  musketry.  The  river  being  narrow,  we  could  not 
lound  to,  move  on  up  out  of  range,  and  come  to.  We  immediately  made  prepa- 
rmtion  to  run  by  the  batteries.  Captain  McElroy  afterwards  countermanaed 
the  order,  remarking  that  he  would  wait  until  the  following  night. 

On  the  22d,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  we  changed  our  position,  moving  up  the  river 
aboat  one  and  a  half  mile,  and  commenced  wooding.  At  3,  precisely,  the 
enemy  in  ambush  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry  on  our  star- 
board quarter,  the  shot  from  their  guns  going  clear  through  the  vessel.  Not 
being  able  to  bring  our  guns  to  bear,  armed  the  crew  as  sharpshooters  and  re- 
tamed  the  fire,  getting  the  vessel  under  way  immediately.  While  shifting  the 
engines  two  shots  entered  the  vessel,  one  striking  the  cylinder,  the  other 
cutting  the  steam-pipe,  thereby  diuibling  us.  The  rebels  then  moved  up.  We 
then  opened  our  great  guns  on  them.  After  firing  a  few  rounds  we  were  unable 
to  work  the  guns,  as  the  men  were  shot  as  soon  as  going  near  the  ports.  The 
Teasel  being  disabled,  and  unable  to  work  our  guns,  the  captain  gave  the  order 
to  set  the  vessel  on  fire,  (which  was  done  in  l£ree  places,)  arm  ourselves,  and 
jump  ashore.  At  this  juncture  a  shot  entered  the  boilers,  the  steam  rushing 
over  the  decks.  All  who  were  able  jumped  ashore  and  made  their  escape  to 
the  Prairie  Bird,  pursued  by  the  rebels,  who  had  by  this  time  crossed  the  river. 
Kearly  all?  however,  reached  the  boat  safe  by  taking  to  the  swamps.  I  would 
further  state  that  during  the  engagement  the  officers  and  men  acted  most  gal- 
lantly, with  the  exception  of  a  few  contrabands  who  were  lately  shipped. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  E.  FLANIGAN, 
Acting  Enjtign,  Executive  Officer  late  U.  S.  Gunboat  Petrel. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Portbr, 

Cofnmanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Respoctfully  forwarded.  The  Essex  having  arrived  here  last  night  at  mid- 
night, this  report  was  handed  to  me  for  transmission.  Mr.  Flanigan's  report  of 
names  and  condition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Petrel  accompanies  this 
Btatemcnt. 

EGBERT  TOWNSEND, 

Commander,  U.  S,  N. 

ViCKSBUBO,  April  24,  1864. 

P.  S. — I  understand  that,  when  taken,  the  Petrel  had  on  board  an  extraordi- 
nary quantity  of  ammunition — about  125  rounds  to  each  of  her  eight  24-pounder 

B.  T. 
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Re2)ort  of  Acting  Ensign  J,  TV.  Chambers. 

United  States  Steamer  Prairib  Bird, 

Vickslmrg,  AprU  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  becomes  my  unpleasant  dutj  to  report  the  loss  of  the  ganboat  PetreL 
she  being  captured  by  the  enemy  on  the  22d  instant.  On  the  19th  I  landed  at 
Snyder's  Bluff,  and  there  found  a  despatch  for  the  ganboat  Petrel,  she  being  up 
the  Sunflower  river.  I  proceeded  up  and  delivered  the  said  deapatchea  on  the 
night  of  the  20th.  The  said  despatch  was  from  Greneral  McArthur,  conuiiandr 
ing  at  Vicksburg.  It  was  a  request  that  Captain  McElroy  would  take  the  two 
vessels  up  the  Yazoo  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces  which  Greneral  McArthnr 
w<as  sending  to  occupy  Yuzoo  City.  On  the  morning  of  the  2l8t  Captain  McElroy 
got  imdcr  way  and  proceeded  down  tlie  Sunflower,  we  accompanjing,  and  then 
up  the  Yazoo  to  Liverpool  Bluff;  came  to  and  found  troops  occupying  the  bluffif, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Scofield.  He  reported  that  bis  cavalnr  had 
been  skirmii^hiug  with  the  enemy  that  day.  He  requested  Captain  McElroy  to 
take  both  boats  and  proceed  to  I'^azoo  City  to  reconnoitre,  which  Captain  McElroy 
proceeded  to  do.  On  arriving  at  the  navy  yard  below  Yazoo  City  both  boats 
were  landed  at  3  p.  m.  Captain  McElroy  then  gave  me  instructions  to  remain 
there  while  he  proceeded  up  to  the  city.  As  lie  got  abreast  of  the  city  the 
enemy  opened  a  battery  on  him,  which  compelled  him  to  run  his  vessel  up  the 
river  out  of  range.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  been  firing  upon  this  vessel 
with  small  arms,  but  as  soon  as  the  Petrel  got  out  of  range  they  opened  on  this 
vessel  with  two  10-pounder  Parrotts,  striking  us  three  times.  Two  shots  struck 
the  hurricane  roof,  passing  out  through  the  cabin,  doine  little  damage.  The 
other  shot  came  through  the  casemate  and  struck  the  starboard  cylinder,  causing 
it  to  leak,  alao  wounding  the  second  engineer  and  one  fireman  slightly.  TVe 
then  dropped  down  the  river,  waiting  for  communications  from  Captain 
McElroy,  of  which  communications  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy, 
bearing  date  of  the  21st ;  also  a  copy  of  letter  received  the  next  day,  and  a 
copy  of  a  letter  received  from  Colonel  Schoficld  to  Captain  McEUroy,  which  I 
received  via  marine  boat  B.  J.  Adams.  At  this  time  firing  was  heard  at  a 
di.stance,  and  shortly  afterwards  the  crew  of  the  gunboat  PeU^el  came  running 
to  my  vessel,  stilting  that  the  Petrel  was  captured  by  the  enemy.  The  B.  J. 
Adams  romained  there  with  me  until  dark.  A  scouting  party  was  sent  from 
the  Adams,  but  found  none  of  the  crew.  Thirteen  officers  and  forty-six  of  the 
crew  reached  this  vessel,  which  leaves  a  balance  of  two  officers  and  eleven  of 
the  men  missing.  From  information  obtained  from  contrabands,  I  believe  the 
Pctrers  armament  was  all  captured  by  the  enemy,  the  escaping  steam  from 
the  boilers  and  steam  pipes  having  put  out  the  fire  set  to  her  by  the  crew. 

We  expended  while  engaged  with  the  enemy  26  shell  and  7  shrapnell. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

J.  W.  CHAMBERS, 
Acting  Ensign^  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Cumnianding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Letter  from  Commander  R.  Townsend.  to  Bear-Admiral  Porter, 

United  States  Iron-clad  Steamer  Essex, 

Vicksburg,  April  24,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  most  deeply  regret  that  the  news  from  this  quarter  miiBt  add 
another  weight  to  the  load  of  harassing  cares  that  is  now  pressing  bo  heavily 
upon  you.     The  Petrel  was  captured  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  some  three 
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or  four  mfles  above  Yazoo  City,  on  the  22d  instant.  Enclosed  herewith  I  send 
you  the  reports  of  Acting  Knsign  Chambers,  commandiiif;  the  Priiirie  Bird, 
and  Acting  Ensign  Flauigan,  lute  executive  officer  of  the  Petrel,  giving  the 
particulars  of  the  disaster.  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  dark  cloud  presents  no  silver 
lining.  The  investigation  I  have  been  able  to  give  to  the  subject  leads  to  the 
belief  that  a  desire  to  procure  cotton,  rather  than  the  noble  ambition  of  ad- 
vancing the  public  service,  prompted  the  ill-fated  expedition.  I  also  fear  that 
there  may  have  been  too  obsequious  and  unquestiouing  a  compliance  with  the 
reqneets  of  Greneral  McArthur  on  the  part  of  Acting  Master  McElroy,  the  senior 
naval  officer.  The  latter  is  now  a  prisoner,  and  cannot,  tliereforc,  give  explana- 
tKHi  of  his  conduct,  if  explanation  there  be.  But  I  cannot  learn  or  conceive 
any  eatisfactory  reason  why  he  did  not  turn  around  imni(?diately,  (the  channel 
permitted,)  repass  the  two  field-pieces  that  had  opened  upon  him,  and,  rejoinhi^ 
the  Prairie  Bird  and  Freestone,  go  back  to  Liverpool  Bluff:},  whence  he  had 
started  on  his  rash  reconnoissance.  After  closely  questioning  the  actors,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  enterprise  was  unwisely  en^iged  in, 
to  flay  the  least ;  and  that  in  the  performance  there  was  too  much  recklessness 
at  firflt,  flnccceded  by  a  weak  wavering  and  paralysis  of  action  that  almost  in- 
mred  a  disastrous  closing  to  the  scene.  But  the  chief  actor  is  absent.  Perhaps 
he  may  be  able  to  give  a  satisfactory  explanation,  although  what  that  explana- 
tion might  be  1  cannot  possibly  imagine. 

Accompanying  Acting  Ensfgn  Chambers's  report  are  the  following  documents, 
VTM :  Copies  of  two  letters  from  Acting  Master  McElroy,  respectively  of  April 
21,  4  p.  m.,  and  April  22,  12^  p.  m ;  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Schofield, 
commanding  expedition,  to  Captain  McElroy,  dated  April  22 ;  the  report  of 
the  flenior  engineer  of  the  Prairie  Bird,  with  remarks  appended  by  me ;  and  a 
telegram  from  Captain  Foster,  dated  April  19,  but  not  received  till  April  23. 
Uad  this  telegram  been  received  in  time,  the  navy  portion  of  the  expedition 
would  not  have  started.  Did  the  cotton  speculators  delay  it  ?  Probably  we 
shall  never  know;  but  they  are  such  unprincipled  scoundrels  that  we  may 
believe  anything  shrewdly  wicked  regarding  them.  I  also  enclose  with  Acting 
Ensign  Chambers's  report  the  statement  of  the  surgeon's  steward  in  charge, 
regarding  the  thrcre  seriously  wounded  men — one  from  the  I'rairie  Bird,  the 
others  from  the  Petrel — whom  I  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  military  hospital 
here,  on  the  recommendation  of  my  surgeon.  Dr.  Allen.     Acting  Ensign  Flani- 

gan's  report  is  accompanied  by  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Petrel, 
csignating  their  condition,  whether  escaped  or  missing,  killed  or  wounded. 
Those  that  escaped  brought  with  them  nothing  but  what  they  stood  in.  That 
you  may  mon;  easily  understand  the  not  very  clear  or  perspicuous  reports,  I 
accompany  them  by  a  roughly  sketched  map  that  1  prepared  whilst  gathering 
frr>m  Messrs.  Chambers  and  Flanigjm  the  particulars  of  the  disaster.  The 
Wilson,  Captain  Pollard,  arriving  this  afternoon,  1  have  sont  by  her,  with  orders 
to  report  to  Captain  Pennock,  at  Cairo,  all  the  escaped  offici*rs  of  the  Petrel, 
except  Mr.  Armstrong,  the  pilot,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  the  Prairie  Bird,  and 
the  surgeon's  steward  in  charge,  whom  I  have  ordered  to  report  to  the  fleet 
surgeon  al)oard  the  Red  River.  Of  the  crew  1  have  transferred  ten  to  the 
Prairie  Bird,  to  strengthen  her  force ;  two  are  at  the  military  hospital  here,  and 
the  remaining  thirty-one  I  send  down  by  the  General  Price  for  the  vessels 
below.  1  hope  my  disposition  of  them  may  meet  with  your  approval.  The 
information  comes  through  cotton  speculators,  as  well  as  contrabands,  that  the 
enemy  succee<led  in  getting  guns,  annnunition,  and  all  valuables  from  the 
IVtrel,  and  then,  about  8  p.  m.  of  the  22(1,  Si*t  fire  to  and  destroyed  her.  She 
must  have  been  very  imperfectly  firetl  by  her  own  crew  if  the  escaping  steam 
put  oat  the  flames.  I  hope,  admiral,  that  I  have  been  able  to  give  you  a  pas- 
sably clear  idea  of  the  occasion  and  circumstances  of  the  loss  of  the  Petrel.  I 
certainly  have  endeavored  to  avoid  anything  like  an  over-statement  of  the  cause 
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of  the  disaster.  The  Essex  arrived  here  in  tow  of  the  Brilliaiit  last  night  at 
midnight.  Learning  of  the  loss  of  the  Petrel,  I  conduded  to  stop,  inyeatigate 
the  afl'air,  direct  what  shonld  be  done  in  the  case,  and  report  the  result  to  700. 
Having  done  this,  I  shall  take  the  first  upward-bound  steamer  with  sufficient 
power  to  tow  us  to  Fort  Pillow  and  the  upper  river,  in  obedience  to  joor  order. 
But  I  have  become  convinced,  admiral,  that  it  is  essential,  in  more  than  one 
particular,  to  jour  honor  and  that  of  your  squadron,  that  an  officer  of  approved 
capacity,  integrity,  and  judgment  should  be  stationed  here  to  take  care  of  mat- 
ters at  Yicksburg,  and  throughout  the  long,  morally  pestiferous  stretch  of  river 
between  the  mouth  of  White  river  and  Natchez.  I  have,  therefore,  assomed 
the  responsibility — you  far  away,  oppressed  with  most  engrossing  cares— H>f 
ordering  Captain  Greer  to  Vicksburg,  that  he  may  take  upon  himself  the  above- 
mentioned  charge.  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  my  oraers  to  Captain  Greer. 
They  arc  long,  but  I  could  scarcely  say  all  that  I  felt  to  be  necessary  in  fewer 
terms.  I  trust,  admiral,  that  my  reasons  will  prove  satisfiEictory,  and  that  70a 
will  approve  the  action  I  have  taken. 

The  wreckiug  company  with  whom  you  made  the  contract  to  raise  the  Bonken 
steamers  in  the  Yazoo  and  other  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi  is  now  here, 
prepared  to  operate,  and  very  solicitous  to  begin.  I  informed  Colonel  Fooke 
that  just  now,  with  but  one  disabled  tin-clad  here,  it  was  impossible  to  eive 
him  and  his  principals  the  necessary  protection  in  Yazoo  river;  that  the  late 
disaster  showed  convincingly  that  only  an  iron-clad  was  competent  to  the  task ; 
that  I  must  proceed  up  the  river,  but  that  I  had  sent  for  Captain  Greer  to  come 
up  to  Vicksburg,  and  possibly  matters  might  ere  long  assume  snch  ^hape  that 
he  could  give  him  requisite  protection,  at  least  for  points  below  Yazoo  City. 
Still,  I  could  not  hold  out  any  flattering  encouragement  to  him.  His  orders 
from  yourself  are  very  strong;  his  appeals,  though  perfectly  eentlcmanly  and 
courteous,  arc  very  pressing ;  and  yet  the  complication  of  advene  influences 
renders  it  impossible  that  anything  of  importance  should  at  this  time  be  done 
for  him.  I  met  his  pourteous  advances  in  a  kindred  spirit,  but  at  the  same  time 
frankly  expressed  to  him  my  unfavorable  opinion.  I  hate  to  bother  you  with 
these  things  now,  admiral,  but  perhaps  from  your  abundant  resources  you  may 
be  able  to  suggest  something  that  may  be  done. 

Earnestly  hoping  and  faithfully  believing  that  you  will  ere  long  surmount  the 
great  and  numerous  difficulties  that  encompass  you  in  Red  river, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

EOB'T  TOWNSEND. 

Cofnma»derf  U.  &  if. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  N., 

Cojnmanding  Mississippi  Sguadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Thomoi  McElroy. 

WooDBRiDOB,  October  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  to  you  the  loss  of  the  gunboat  Petn^l, 
under  my  coumiaiul,  at  Yazoo  City,  April  22, 18G4.  The  troops  not  coming  up 
this  morning,  I  began  to  fool  anxiuus  lor  my  command.  I  kept  up  communication 
with  the  Prairie  Bird  by  land  all  this  foronocm.  At  11  a.  m.  made  out  the  enemy 
falling  back  on  the  city  and  parsing  out  of  sight,  and  I  could  not  tell  where  they 
had  gone.  Not  hearing  or  Heo.ing  anything  of  our  land  forces,  I  dallcd  most  of  the 
officers  together  to  obtain  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the 
enemy.  I  told  theia  that  we  would  keep  moving  up  and  down  so  as  to  mislead 
the  enemy.  At  1  p.  m.  moved  up  two  miles  and  a  half,  (2^,)  and  sent  one 
watch  on  shore  to  get  rails  to  protect  the  boilers,  and  run  so  as  not  to  make  any 
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imoke»  the  other  watch  remaining  at  the  guns.    I  ordered  the  exccntive  officer 
(Acting  EoBien  M.  E.  Fianigan)  to  keep  the  pilot  in  the  pilot-house  and 
engineers  on  daty  at  the  engine ;  also  that  he  was  to  attend  to  getting  the  rails 
on  bolurd,  so  that  the  officers  of  the  deck  cou^  look  out  with  the  quartermaster 
and  the  sentries  for  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.     At  2.20  p.  m. 
left  the  deck  and  went  to  dinner,  with  orders  to  executive  officer  to  get  under 
way  as  soon  as  the  rails  were  got  on  board.     I  had  just  got  up  from  the  tablo 
and  went  on  deck  when  the  ent^my  opened  fire  upon  us  with  two  rifle  twelve- 
pounders,   Parrott,   at   four  hundred   yards  distance,  astern   and   out  of  our 
nght  for  the  undergrowth.     I  opened  fire  with  my  starboard  battery,  but  they 
eoold  not  be  trained  far  enough  astern  to  reach  their  guns.     At  tRe  same  time  1 
ataited  the  vessel  ahead  so  as  to  get  out  of  range  and  turn  round  so  that  my 
giuiB  wonld  bear  on  the  enemy's  guns,  but  the  pilot  did  not  get  the  wheel 
shifted  soon  enough,  so  that  she  made  about  two  hundred  yards  and  stopped. 
WhUe  trying  to  back  her  off  a  shot  passed  through  the  stern,  cutting  off  the 
■team-pipe  and  disabling  the  engine.     About  this  time  a  shot  passed  through 
the  magazine,  cutting  off  the  legs  of  Charles  Seits,  (gunner's  mate.)     This 
silenced  my  guns  for  a  few  minutes,  because  I  had  nobody  fit  to  take  his  place, 
as  one  of  the  quarter-gunners  was  already  de;id.     I  ordered  Acting  Master's 
Mate  Ly Sander  C.  Ball,  (in  charge  of  powder  division,)  to  take  his  place  in  the 
magazine,  which  he  did.      Our  fire  at  this  time  was  slow,  as  the  sharpshooters 
were  firing  at  the  loaders  ;  the  af^er  gun  being  dismounted,  and  none  of  them 
eoold  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy's  guns.     The  officers  of  divisions,  Act- 
ing Ensign  8hepley  R.  Holmes,  in  charge   of  the  first   division,   failed   to 
encourage  his  men,  also  Acting  Master's  Mate  Jesse  W.  Foster,  in  charge  of 
aecond  division,  and  the  executive  officer  (Acting  Ensign  Michael  E.  Fianigan) 
braved  very  badly,  and  the  m(*n  begsin  to  fall  back  from  the  guns.     I  told 
the  acting  first  assistant  engineer,  Arthur  W.  Phillips,  to  be  ready  with  his 
division  to  fire  the  vessel  when  we  could  not  fight  her  any  longer.     I  ordered 
the  most  of  the  men  to  be  armed  with  rifles.     At  this  time  a  shot  came  through 
the  stem,  raking  the  gun-deck,  and  entering  the  boilers  and  exploding  them ; 
then  the  officers  jumped  on  the  bank,  followed  by  the  crew,  and  made  a 
disgraceful  run  for  the  Pniirie  Bird,  leaving  with  me  the  pilot,  Kimble  Wtire,  (in  the 
pilot-hou:*e,)  and  Quartcnnastor  J.  II.  Nibbie,  who  stood  his  ground  when  all 
the  officers  had  deserted  their  flag.     As  soon  as  the  steam  began  to  cool  a  little, 
(with  the  aHrtJstance  of  Quartermaster  NiljJbie,)  1  got  the  wounded  off  the  guard 
on  the  bank,  and  got  ready  to  fire  the;  vessel,  with  the  dead  still  on  board.     I 
placed  some  coals  from  the  furnace  among  the  rails,  but  could  not  stand  it  long 
for  the  heat  of  the  st(N'im.     At  this  time  the  enemy,  seeing  the  officers  and  meu 
running   across    the   fiehls,  began   to   cross  the  river  above  and   below   me. 
Surrounded  on  all  sides,  I  was  then  forc(Ml  to  surrender,  when  thtiy  put  out  the 
burning  rails  and  took  me  off  at  once  before  I  could  find  out  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded,  but  I  think  that  ten  (10)  will  cover  the  number;  but  you 
received  a  true  report  from  the  officers,  I  hope,  soon  after  the  action. 

To  the  disgraceful  action  of  some  of  my  officers,  and  Colonel  Schofield  not 
coming  to  my  a:*f»istanee,  as  lu;  had  promised  do,  I  owe  the  loss  of  my  vessel. 
The  flag  was  flying  when  tiiey  boanled  th(j  vessel.  I  hope  that  you  thuik  I 
did  the  he:4t  I  could  under  the  circumstances.  1  cannot  speak  in  t<x)  high  terms 
of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Kinibhr  Ware,  pilot,  and  John  Nibbie,  quiirterma.'*ler. 
It  will  be  reniembend  that  I  had  but  ten  (10)  white  men  and  boys  on  board ; 
the  rest  were  contrabands,  and  part  of  tho-^e  were  sick. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  8er\'ant, 

TUOMAS   MrKLKOY, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding  Petrel. 

Hon.  GiDKON  WP.LLR.S, 

Sccrcfart/  of  the  Xacy,  Washington,  D.  C 
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S ISTANCE  RENDERED  BY  THE  UNITED  STATES   STEAMER  NAUMKEAa 

TO  COLONEL  LIVINGSTON'S  COMMAND. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City,  June  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  communication  from  Acting 
Master  John  Rogers,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Naumkeag,  giving 
an  account  of  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by  that  vessel  to  Colonel  Liv- 
ingston's command,  at  Grand  Glaize,  whose  fleet  had  grounded  at  that  place,  and 
was  in  great  danger  of  being  lost  or  captured  bj  the  cnemj ;  and  also  contain- 
ing the  special  thanks  of  Colonel  Livingston  for  the  promptness  and  energy 
displayed  by  Captain  Rogers  on  that  occasion,  and  in  afterwards  convoying  hik 
fleet  safely  to  its  place  of  destination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral. 
Eon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WashingtoHt  D.  C, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  John  Rogers. 

Gunboat  Kaumkeag, 
DuvaWs  Bluff,  May  31,  1864. 

Sir:  As  I  previously  informed  you,  I  went  up  the  river  as  far  as  Grand 
Glaize,  thirty  miles  below  Jacksonport,  before  I  met  the  fleet  with  Colonel 
Livingston's  command  on  board  and  all  the  government  stores  of  that  post. 
Some  of  the  vessels  had  been  aground,  and  the  Fitzhugh  had  burst  one  of  her 
steam-pipes  and  scalded  several  persons.  The  steamer  Kennett  was  so  large 
and  was  so  difficult  to  manage  that  the  colonel  commanding  (Wood)  thought 
of  abandoning  her.  Grand  Glaize  is  the  most  dangerous  place  on  the 
river,  from  its  high  lands,  and  the  roaJs  coming  in  there.  The  boats  had  been 
fired  into  before  they  left  Jacksonport,  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and 
the  probability  is,  if  she  had  been  left  she  would  have  been  captured.  The 
colonel  issued  an  order  upon  his  arrival  at  this  place  which  contains  the  follow- 
ing :  "  III.  To  the  commanding  officer  of  the  gunboat  37,  Commander  Rogers* 
his  thanks  are  especially  due  for  the  energy  and  promptness  exhibited  by  him 
in  bringing  his  gunboat  to  the  assistance  of  the  fleet  while  aground,  and  for  tho 
valuable  aid  rendered  it  during  its  convoy  to  its  destination."  I  also  destroyed 
a  numberof  flats,  skiffs,  and  canoes.  Captain  Hickey,  of  gunboat  Queen  City, 
also  started  up  with  two  light  boats  to  lighten  the  others.  We  met  them  s  few 
miles  above  Des  Arc,  but  we  had  got  through  all  our  troubles  and  were  in  deep 
water.  We  did  not  need  them.  We  arrived  all  safe  at  the  Bluff  amidst  genexiul 
rejoicing.  All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  by 
X  our  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ROGERS, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Com.  Jambs  M.  Pritchett, 

Commanding   White  River  Station, 
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Action  between  United  States  Steamer  Choctaw  and  Haines* s  Bluff. 

United  States  Steamer  Choctaw, 

Morffanzia  Bendy  June  13,  1864. 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ment in  regard  to  the  action  in  which  this  vessel  was  engaged  at  Haines's  Bluff, 
MiMi^sippi.  The  vessel  was  struck  fifty-three  times.  Three  shot  struck  under 
water  on  the  starboard  side,  doing  no  damage.  The  turret  was  struck  six 
times.  The  lower  part  of  the  turret  has  two  inches  of  iron  backed  bv  twentj- 
foar  inches  of  oak,  while  the  crown  has  but  one  inch  of  iron  backed  by  three 
inches  of  oak. 

A  10-inch  solid  shot  penetrated  the  crown ;  a  6-inch  shot  from  a  rifled  gun 
strock  at  the  junction  of  the  crown  with  the  lower  part  of  the  turret,  and 
buried  itself.  The  others  glanced.  A  round  shot  struck  the  casemate  under 
the  pilot-house,  and  glanced.  This  casemate  has  one  inch  of  iron  backed  by 
twenty  inches  of  oak. 

A  6-inch  shot  from  a  rifled  gun  struck  the  main  deck  and  glanced.  The 
deck  has  one  inch  of  iron  beu^ked  by  twelve  inches  of  oak.  Six  shot  struck 
on  the  curve  forward  of  the  starboard  wheel.  Two  from  rifled  guns  penetrated. 
A  10-inch  solid  shot  penetrated  the  iron  and  buried  itself  in  the  wood.  The 
others  penetrated  the  iron  and  glanced. 

The  side  where  these  shot  struck  has  one  inch  of  iron  backed  by  twenty 
inches  of  oak.  It  is  very  weak  from  the  curve  and  inclination  it  has,  and  I 
think  a  few  more  heavy  shot  would  have  knocked  it  in. 

The  remainder  of  the  shot  struck  in  the  wood  work,  wheels,  and  smoke-stacks. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  M.  RAMSAY, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington,  D.  C, 


ATTACK  ON  IJNITED  STATES  STEAMER  EXCHANGE,  BY  A  MASKED  BAT- 

TERY,  AT  COLUMBIA,  ARKANSAS. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  D.  Porter. 

Flag  Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City,  June  16,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Acting  Mas- 
ter J.  C.  GipsoD,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Exchange,  giving  a 
detailed  account  of  a  quite  severe  attack  made  upon  that  vessel  by  a  masked  rebel 
battery,  consisting  of  six  12-pounder  shell  guns,  two  12-pounder  rifle,  and  one 
lO-ponnder  rifle,  on  the  1st  instant,  while  passing  Columbia,  Arkansas.  In  the 
engagement  that  followed,  lasting  forty-flve  minutes,  the  Exchange  was  struck 
thirty-five  times,  eight  shots  piercing  her  hull.  One  shot  went  through  her 
pilot-house,  wounding  Captain  Gipson  severely  in  the  head  and  hip,  and  one 
striking  her  port  engine  rendered  the  vessel  difiicult  to  manage ;  but  by  great 
exertions  of  me  officers  and  crew  she  was  finally  got  out  of  range  of  the 
enemy's  guns,  pretty  badly  damaged. 

It  appears  from  the  report  that  all  behaved  in  a  gallant  manner  during  the 
engagement,  though  fighting  under  great  disadvantages.  I  beg  leave  to  enclose 
the  surgeon's  list  of  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral 

Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

38  If 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  James  C  Gipson, 

United  States  Strambr  Exchange, 
Off' Point  Chicot,  Mississippi  River,  June  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  passing  Columbia,  Arkansas,  the 
rebels  opened  a  masked  battery,  consisting  of  nine  guns,  on  this  vessel.  The 
battery  was  divided  into  two  sections,  planted  about  two  hundred  yards  apart, 
behind  the  levee.  The  lower  section  consisted  of  six  guns — three  12-pounder 
shell,  two  12-pounder  rifle,  and  one  lOpounder  rifle.  The  upper  section  con- 
sisted of  one  18-pounder  rifle,  one  12-nounder  shell,  and  one  6-pounder  field- 
piece  They  waited  until  I  had  passed  by  the  lower  battery,  when  they  opened 
a  destructive  cross-fire,  as  I  had  just  rounded  a  point  of  a  sand-bar.  I  could 
not  back  down  ;  consequently  there  was  no  other  alternative  but  run  by  the 
upper  battery,  if  possible.  I  gave  the  pilot  orders  to  go  up  the  river,  and  pass 
by  the  upper  battery,  and  I  opened  my  port  broadside  guns,  replying  to  theirs. 
But  unfortunately  the  port  engine  was  struck  and  disabled,  causing  her  to  work 
very  slow,  keeping  us  under  fire  about  forty-five  minutes.  I  had  barely  got  out 
of  range  of  their  guns  when  the  engine  stopped  entirely,  in  consequence  of  the 
port  hog-chain  being  shot  away.  The  engineer  told  me  he  could  not  work  the 
engines  until  he  mis-shipped  the  port  pitman.  I  immediately  let  go  the  anchor. 
The  engineers,  who  worked  like  horses,  were  not  long  in  getting  the  engine 
fixed  so  we  could  work  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy  with  one  engine,  expecting 
every  moment  that  they  would  move  their  battery  above  us  and  open  again ;  but 
we  succeeded  in  getting  out,  although  pretty  baaly  damaged. 

The  vessel  was  pierced  with  thirty-five  shots ;  eight  of  that  number  entering 
the  hull,  just  above  the  water-line;  five  passing  through  the  eaaemate,  and 
bursting  in  the  coal-bunkers  alongside  the  boilers.  One  shot  entered  the  port 
shell-locker,  turning  the  shell  upside  down  ;  fortunately  not  reaching  some  per- 
cussion shell  that  were  stowed  there.  One  shot  passed  through  the  pik>t-houBe» 
wounding  myself,  knocking  me  senseless  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  by  a  severe 
wound  in  the  head.  Several  of  the  crew  were  slightly  wounded;  one  killed. 
I  can  onlv  add  that  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  condnet 
of  the  officers  and  crew,  who  worked  their  guns  with  unflinching  courage  under 
a  most  galling  fire.  Enclosed  please  find  reports  of  engineer,  surgeoii,  and 
gunner. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  C.  GIP80N, 
Acting  Master,  Commamding. 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  K.  Owen, 

Commanding  6tk  District,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Casualties  on  board  t/ie  Exchange. 

United  States  Steamer  Exchange,  Jtcxa  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  occurring  on 
board  this  vessel  during  the  engagement  below  Columbia,  June  1,  1864: 
Killed. — Patrick  Donahue,  seaman. 

Wounded. — James  C.  Gipson,  acting  master,  contused  wound  in  the  left  tem- 
ple (serious)  and  in  left  shoulder  and  hip;  G.  T.  Miller,  acting  master's  mate, 
arm  and  foot,  fracturing  some  of  the  small  bones. 
Very  respectfully, 

ED.  M.  GOODWIN, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Navy. 
Acting  Master  J.  C.  Gipson, 

Commanding  United  States  Steamer  Exchange. 
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CAPTURE  OF  REBEL  BATTERY  ON  THE  ATCHAFALAYA. 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  1>,  Porter. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  Cityy  June  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  an  expedition  by  Lieutenant 
Commander  Ramsay  up  the  Atchafalaya,  and  the  capture  of  a  battery  of 
30-poimder  rifles,  which  we  were  very  glad  to  get  hold  of,  as  they  threatened 
to  proTe  troublesome  along  the  river. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wblles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  A,  Ramsay, 

United  States  Steamer  Choctaw, 

Of  Fort  Adams,  June  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  I  went  on  board  of  the  United 
steamer  Chillicothe  and  started  down  the  Atchafalaya,  taking  the 
United  States  steamers  Neosho  and  Fort  Hindman  with  me.  When  about 
MM  and  a  half  mile  from  Simmsport  we  were  opened  upon  by  a  battery  of  two 
90-poaiider  Parrotts  at  that  place.  We  stood  on  until  in  good  raoge,  then 
opoiedy  succeeded  in  driving  the  rebels  out,  and  captured  their  guns  and  six 
■nskets.  One  of  the  guns  I  brought  away  with  me,  and  send  it  to  Cairo  on 
tike  despatch  boat  General  Lyon.  Finding  tbat  the  other  had  burst  I  left  it. 
A  deserter  who  came  to  us  states  that  \(  burst  at  the  third  fire  this  morning.  I 
icgreft  to  report  that  Charles  Lower,  seaman,  was  severely,  and  I  fear  mortally, 
wonnded  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter  while  endeavoring  to  get  the  gun  off.  The 
rebels  left  one  dead  on  the  ground.  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  any  more  of 
them  were  killed  or  wounded.  The  deserter  states  that  the  gun  we  have  was 
eaptozed  by  them  from  General  Banks,  in  the  late  Red  River  expedition.  The 
feroe  at  Simmsport  consisted  of  the  men  belonging  to  Boone's  battery,  and  a 
few  that  belonged  to  the  Crescent  Artillery.  Two  regiments  were  in  support- 
mg  distance,  but  we  saw  nothing  of  them.  While  we  wore  getting  the  gun  off 
the  enemy  kept  up  a  fire  with  musketry.  The  gun  was  gotten  over  the  levee 
by  the  Neosho's  crew,  and  was  then  taken  on  board  the  Fort  Hindman. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  M.  RAMSAY, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Commanding  3d  and  ith  Districts^ 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
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ENGAGEMENT   BETWEEN   UNITED   STATES   STEAMER   LOUISVILLE  AND 
REBEL  BATTERY  NEAR  COLUMBIA.  MISSISSEPPL 

Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ^  enclosing  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander 

Otcens, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City,  June  2Q,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Lientenant  Com- 
mander £.  K.  Owens,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Louisville,  of  an  engage- 
ment between  that  vessel  and  a  rebel  battery  at  Columbia,  Mississippi,  resulting 
in  the  defeat  of  the  rebels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  K.  Otcens, 

United  States  Steamer  Louisville, 

Four  milci  below  Columbia,  June  2,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report:  General  Ellet  informing 
me  that  there  was  a  heavy  battery  near  Columbia,  and  that  the  Missouri 
(transport)  was  to  be  convoyed  past  it,  1  got  under  w^y  from  Island  84  early 
this  morning  for  that  purpose,  and  to  see  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  neighbor- 
hood, (though  I  had  been  as  high  as  Gaines's  landing  only  a  few  days  since.) 
Whilst  on  our  way  up  the  W.  R.  Arthur  was  overtaking  us.     I  stopped  for  her 
and  conveyed  her,  or  partially  so,  by  Sunnyside,  where  rebel  sharpshooters 
are  thick.    When  I  reached  Greenville  I  found  that  General  Ellet  had  sent  two 
of  his  boats  to  convoy  the  Missouri  and  to  return  with  the  Henry  Ames,  ladened 
with  com  and  quartermasters'  stores.     I  then  had  the  Arthur  only  to  look  out 
for.     I  had  her  to  take  me  in  tow  and  proceed  up  the  river.     As  we  approached 
the  lower  outskirts  of  Columbia  I  shelled  the  banks,  hoping  to  get  a  reply  and 
find  their  batteries.     No  response  was  made  to  our  firing  until  we  got  abreast 
of  their  middle  battery,  when  they  opened  on  us  with  nine  pieces  of  difierent 
calibre.    It  was  difficult  to  get  our  lines  loose  from  the  Arthur;  couseqiiently 
kept  under  fire  some  time  with  no  advantage  to  us.    As  soon  as  I  got  clear  of 
her  I  rounded,  and  soon  made  them  stop  firing  at  us.    I  fear  the  Arthur  met 
with  many  injuries,  as  she  is  a  fine  boat,  and  the  enemy  desired  to  destroy  ker. 
We  were  struck  in  the  main  portion  of  the  vessel  but  ten  times,  and  had  but  fire 
men  severely  hurt.    The  Arthur  in  leaving  us  tore  off  our  starboard  nosing  and 
the  first  shear  plank  below  it.    The  enemy's  six-pounders  go  through  ns  Msilj. 
We  picked  up  a  twelve  or  eighteen  pounder  Boreman  fuze  shrapnell,  portions  of 
a  twelve-pounder  rifle  and  twenty-pounder  Parrott,  Shenkle  fuze,  and  a  solid 
six-ponnd  shot.    We  were  pretty  well  cut  with  minie  balls,  bat  no  one  was 
injured  from  them.    The  strength  of  the  enemy  in  the  neighborhood  is  un- 
doubtedly great,  and  nothing  but  a  military  expedition  can  dear  the  banks. 
We  can  convoy  boats  every  day  with  the  usual  loss  of  men  and  injury  to  boats 
as  the  river  is  now;  but  it  is  falling  rapidly,  and  vessels  are  of  necessity  being 
driven  close  under  the  enemy's  guns. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  OWENS. 
Lieutenant  Commander,  Commanding  6ih  District, 

D.  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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FIGHT  WITH  REBEL  BATTERIES  IN  TUNICA  BEND. 
Report  of  Rear-Admiral  D,  D,  Porter, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadrox, 

Mound  City,  June  26,  1864. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  from  the  General  Bragg  and  Naiad 
of  a  fight  with  rebel  batteries. 

The  Bragg  cannot  get  here  to  be  repaired  at  this  stage  of  water,  and  I  have 
ordered  her  to  New  Orleans. 

These  batteries  will  continue  to  come  in  on  the  river  until  more  effective 
measures  are  taken  by  the  military  authorities  to  land  troops  and  chase  them 
up  until  they  are  all  taken. 

Some  five  or  six  batteries,  mostly  captured  from  our  forces,  are  spread  along 
the  river,  and  fire  when  they  get  a  good  opportunity.  This  firing  is  extremely 
annoying  to  passenger  boats  with  women  and  children  on  board,  who  are 
firequently  killed  by  this  southern  civilized  mode  of  warfare.  As  long  as  they 
fire  on  the  gunboats  wo  don't  mind  them,  though  they  occasionally  do  damage 
and  kill  men. 

These  batteries  have  generally  been  driven  away  by  the  gunboats,  and  I  am 
in  hopes  we  will  soon  have  proper  landing  parties  of  troops  prepared  to  act  in 
concert  with  gunboats,  when  there  may  be  a  hope  of  keeping  the  river  free  of 
these  marauders. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral 

Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavyt  Washington^  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  C,  Dominey, 

United  States  Steamer  General  Bragg, 

Mouth  of  Red  River^  June  16, 1864. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  me  this  morn- 
ing witli  four  guns  (at  1.45)  wliile  at  anchor  off  Como  landing,  in  Tunica  bend. 
Slipping  my  cable,  I  immediately  went  to  quarters  and  replied  to  their  fire. 
After  being  engaged  about  ^\g  minutes  one  of  the  enemy's  shot  struck  the 
working  beam,  breaking  it,  and  thereby  disabling  the  engine  completely.  The 
Tessd  then  drifted  down  the  river,  and  I  continued  firing  and  silenced  the 
enemy  before  I  had  drifted  out  of  range.  I  received,  in  all,  twenty-two  shots, 
several  riddling  the  officers'  quarters  and  cabin,  two  bursting  on  the  berth  deck, 
Jcc^  but  no  material  damage  was  done,  save  by  the  one  that  disabled  the 
machinery.  I  fired,  in  all,  forty-two  (42)  shots  of  different  descriptions,  mentioned 
in  the  gunner's  report  herewith  enclosed. 

One  man  slightly  wounded  in  the  head  was  the  only  casualty. 
Enclosed  please    find   report  of  ordnance  expended,    engineer's  report   of 
damage  to  his  machinery,  and  surgeon's  report  of  wounded. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DOMINEY, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant^  Commanding, 
Lieut.  Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay,  IJ.  S.  N., 

Com*dg  3d  and  4th  Districts,  Mississippi  Squadron, 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  H.  T,  Keene, 

United  States  Steamer  Naiad, 

Head  of  Tunica  Island,  June  15,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  3.45  o'clock  this  morning  I  saw  the 
United  States  steamer  General  Bragg  engaged  with  a  rebel  battery  on  the  left 
bank.  I  got  up  steam  immediately  and  ran  up  to  her  assistance.  When  we 
had  arrived  within  half  a  mile  of  where  the  General  Bragg  lay,  a  rebel  battery 
opened  on  us,  directing  the  shots  at  first  towards  the  pilot-house,  and  in  a  few 
6not8  completely  disabling  our  steering  apparatus  and  severely  wounding  first- 
class  pilot,  James  M.  Herrington.  The  wheel  being  shot  away,  I  w^  obliged 
to  steer  by  relieving  tackle.  I  managed,  however,  to  get  bows  on  to  the  battery, 
and  continued  to  fire  briskly  until  the  batteries  were  silenced.  We  were  hit 
nine  (9)  times ;  the  first  shot  passed  through  the  smoke-stack;  the  second  and  third 
shots  passed  through  the  pilot-house,  the  third  striking  the  barrel  of  the  wheeL 
cutting  the  tiller-rope,  and  literally  tearing  the  wheel  to  pieces;  the  fourth 
shot  passed  a  few  feet  abaft  the  pilot-house,  shattering  the  steerage  and  sky- 
lights, but  doing  no  further  damage ;  the  fifth  shot  passed  through  the  cabin. 
We  also  received  four  shots  through  the  starboard  casemates ;  one  striking 
abreast  of  the  boilers  ;  one  abaft  of  No.  2  gun,  teai'iog  up  the  decks  and  ex- 

Sloding  within  a  few  feet  of  the  shell-room ;  one  abaft  of  No.  3  gun,  killine 
ohn  J.  Grennell,  ordinary  seaman,  and  wounding  three  others ;  another  passed 
through  the  port  of  No.  4  gun,  tearing  away  the  shutter  and  exploding  in  the 
dispensary.  The  officers  and  men  behaved  admirably,  considering  that  very 
few  of  the  officers,  and  not  one  of  the  men,  had  before  been  under  fire,  or  seen 
service  of  any  kind  afloat.  We  received  no  material  injury  beyond  disabling 
the  steering  apparatus. 

I  expended  altogether  thirty-seven  shell. 
For  list  of  casualties  please  find  enclosed  surgeon's  report. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  T.  KEENE, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding, 
Lieut.  Gommander  F.  M.  Eamsav, 

Commanding  3d  District,  Mississippi  Squadron, 


REBEL  ATTACK  ON  WHITE  RIVER  STATION. 

Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Ensign  H, 

Booby. 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City,  June  27,  18C4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Booby, 
commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Lexington,  giving  an  account  of  an 
attack  made  on  White  River  station  by  the  10th  Missouri  regiment,  (rebel,) 
under  command  of  Colonel  Souther,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant. 
The  rebels  were  quickly  repulsed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-AdmiraL 
Hon.  GiDBON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY,      589 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Henry  Booby, 

United  States  Steamer  Lexington, 

Of  White  River  Station,  June  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  an  attack  was  made  on  this  place  at  4^ 
o'clock  a.  m.  by  the  10th  Missouri  regiment,  (rebel,)  under  command  of  Colonel 
Souther. 

The  garrison  hero  had  just  completed  the  stockade  on  which  they  were  en- 
gaged when  you  left,  and  in  it  they  fought  bravely,  though  their  pickets  had 
heen  Borpris^,  and  the  rebels  were  close  upon  them  before  they  were  discovered. 

The  Lexington  had  steam  up,  and  moved  immediately  out  into  the  stream, 
and  opened  on  them  a  rapid  fire.  The  enemy  was  quickly  repulsed,  and  retired 
to  the  woods.  We  had  no  casualties,  and  of  the  garrison  one  (1)  was  killed  and 
fimr  (4)  wounded.  One  negro  was  killed  and  two  (2)  families  of  refugees  carried 
efll  Two  (2)  dead  and  three  (3)  wounded  rebels  fell  into  our  hands,  but  moat 
of  their  killed  and  wounded  were  dragged  off  the  field.  The  wounded  federal 
and  rebels  are  being  cared  for  on  this  ship. 

Had  there  been  another  armed  vessel  here,  I  could  have  cut  off  their  retreat 
aod  captured  the  whole  command,  but  I  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  leave  this 
point  with  the  Lexington 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  BOOBY, 
Acting  Enngn,  Chmmanding. 

Lieut.  Commander  S.  L.  Phblps. 

Commanding  6th  District,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


OPERATIONS   IN    ARKANSAS    AND    WHITE    RIVERS.— CAPTURE    OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES  STEAMER  QUEEN  CITY. 

Letter  of  Captain  Pennock  transmitting  various  reports, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City,  July  4,  1864. 

Sir:    I  beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith  reports  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
George  M.  Bache  and  others,  of  the  operations  of  the  Tyler,  Fawn,  Naumkeag, 
and  Queen  City,  since  the  20th  of  June,  in  the  Arkansas  and  White  rivers. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Fleet  Captain  and  Commandant  of  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  L.  "Phelps, 

United  States  Steamer  Hastings, 
Off  mouth  of  White  River,  July  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Com- 
idhig  G.  M.  Bache  and  others,  of  the  operations  of  the  Tyler,  Fawn,  Naum- 
kc«Ct  and  Queen  City,  since  the  20th  ultimo,  in  the  Arkansas  and  White  rivers. 
'loa  will  observe  that  our  information  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  Manna- 
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duke's  force  on  the  Arkansas  was  much  more  accurate  than  was  supposed  by 
those  having  charge  of  transportation  in  this  department ;  and  that  the  fleet  of 
transports  which  left  here  on  the  19th  ultimo  for  Little  Bock,  under  convoy, 
was  necessarily  turned  back  by  Captain  Bache,  who  found  the  enemy  occupying 
Bed  Fork  landing. 

This  fleet  he  convoyed  to  DuvalPs  Bluff,  and  on  the  24th  again  started  down 
White  river  with  the  intention  of  once  more  attempting  to  ascend  the  Arkansas 
river,  having  been  induced  to  do  so  by  Oeneral  Steele,  who  was  incredulons  as 
to  the  existence  of  a  rebel  force  on  that  stream. 

When  on  the  way  down,  and  before  reaching  Clarendon,  thirty  mUes  below 
Duvall's  Bluff,  he  learned  of  the  capture  of  the  Queen  City  by  Shelby's  force  at 
that  place.  The  transports  were  sent  back  to  the  bluff,  and  Ci^>tain  Bache 
with  the  three  ffunboats  proceeded  at  once  to  attack  and  driye  the  enemy  from 
his  capture,  ana  from  the  river,  which  he  accomplished  in  the  most  gallant  style, 
after  a  sharp  engagement,  in  which  the  enemy  lost  heavily.  I  refer  you  to  the 
reports  for  the  particulars,  but  invite  your  special  attention  to  the  excellent 
judgment  and  cool  bravery  which  secured  this  handsome  result,  with  those 
vulnerable  craft,  by  placing  them  where  shell  with  ^  and  ^  second  fuses  told 
with  fearful  effect. 

I  also  desire  to  commend  to  your  notice  Acting  Master  John  Rogers,  com- 
manding Naumkeag,  who  is  a  seaman,  has  been  a  good  while  in  service,  and 
particularly  attracted  the  attention  of  Captain  Bache  in  the  fight  It  is  proper 
to  add  that  he  has  uniformly  performed  his  duty  with  zeal  and  efficiency. 

It  is  probable  that  you  may  deem  a  court  of  inquiry  necessary  to  investigate 
the  circumstances  attending  the  loss  of  the  Queen  City.  Two  of  her  officers 
(wounded)  will  go  to  Cairo  with  orders  to  report  to  you.  The  statement  of  one 
of  them  is  among  the  enclosed  papers. 

The  Tyler  met  with  an  accident  which  temporal  ily  disabled  her,  but  I  have 
all  the  carpenters  on  the  vessels  here  at  work  on  her,  and  she  will  be  ready  for 
service  in  three  or  four  days. 

I  am,  very  respectfully ,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  L.  PHELPS, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  George  M.  Bache, 

United  States  Steamer  Tvlbr, 

Of  Clarendon^  Arkansas,  June  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  communicated  personally  with  Oeneral  Steele  on  the  23d  instant ;  he 
desired  very  much  to  get  the  transports  up  the  Arkansas  river,  not  believing,  as 
I  did,  that  the  enemy  were  on  the  river  in  force.  He,  however,  left  everything 
to  me.  Not  wishing  that  the  army  should  think  us  backward  in  co-operation,  I 
determined  to  shove  them  there  as  far  as  the  gunboats  could  go,  and  let  them 
trust  to  luck  afterwards.  The  fleet  of  nine  transports  accordingly  left  DuvalPs 
Bluff  at  daylight  on  the  24th  instant,  accompanied  by  the  Tyler,  Naumkeag, 
and  Fawn.  When  within  about  ten  miles  of  Clarendon,  we  picked  up  some 
men  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  belonging  to  the  Queen  City,  who  stated  that 
that  vessel  had  been  captured  by  the  enemy  (Shelby)  at  4  a.  m.  that  morning. 
I  immediately  turned  back  the  transports  for  the  last  time,  and  will  now  dismiss 
them  altogether  by  referring  you  to  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  re- 
ceived to-day  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Owen,  which  confirms  the  informa- 
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tion  I  had  pxevionaly  received,  and  on  which  I  acted  in  turning  hack  the  fleet 
on  the  21st  instant.  At  9  o'clock  we  received  our  first  information  of  the  cap- 
tare  of  the  Queen  City,  just  five  hours  after  it  occurred.  I  know  the  enemy 
had  not  much  time  to  get  anything  out  of  her,  hut  thought  they  might  attempt 
to  fight  her  in  co-operation  with  the  shore  hatteries. 

When  within  a  few  miles  of  Clarendon,  however,  we  heard  two  successive  re- 
portSt  which  proved  suhscquently  to  have  heen  the  unfortunate  Queen  City 
blowiDg  up  ;  Shelby  hearing  us  coming,  had  destroyed  her.  At  9.45,  the  boats 
being  in  the  following  drder,  viz  :  Tyler,  Naumkeag,  and  Fawn,  and  when 
abreast  of  Cache  river,  the  enemy  opened  on  this  vessel,  putting  one  of  his  first 
shots  throueh  the  pilot-house. 

We  could  only  reply  occasionally  with  a  bow  Parrott  until  nearly  abreast, 
when  steaming  slowly  past,  we  gave  them  broadside  after  broadside  of  ^second 
shfapnell  and  canister.  Having  passed,  the  Tyler  rounded  to,  followed  by  the 
Nanmkeag,  and  steamed  up  at  them  again.  (The  Fawn's  pilot  had  been  mortally 
wounded,  and  her  bell  arrangements  carried  away,  which  prevented  her  from 
participating  again.)  I  am  told  that  the  rebels  now  exclaimed  in  despair,  "There 
conies  that  black  devil  again.''  They  had  thought  we  intended  merely  running 
the  blockade.  After  getting  abreast  of  them,  head  up  stream,  (as  I  intended 
continuing  the  fight,)  their  fire  was  not  so  brisk  as  before,  and  I  soon  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  them  skedaddling  from  the  field,  abandoning  in  their  flight 
nearly  everything  they  had  captured  within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  bank. 

The  enemy  had  six  guns  of  their  own,  10-pounder  rifles,  12-pounder 
smooth-bores,  and  I  think  one  G -pounder ;  besides  these,  they  used  on  us  a 
12-pounder  Dahlgren  howitzer,  mounted  on  a  fleld-carriage,  which  they  had 
taken  from  the  Queen  City,  and  which  we  recaptured.  The  guns  were  in  differ- 
ent positions,  making  four  batteries,  and,  excepting  the  howitzer,  entirely  masked. 
The  howitzer  was  about  a  hundred  feet  from  the  bank,  and  was  fired  only  a  few 
times  before  every  one  was  driven  from  it 

The  vessels,  by  my  order,  used  nothing  during  the  fight  but  J  and  J  second 
shrapnell  and  canister  from  their  smooth-bore  guns.  Shells  were  afterwards 
used  in  dislodging  the  enemy  from  some  houses  and  the  adjacent  woods.  Our 
fire  was  terrific ;  the  trees  on  shore  for  the  space  of  a  mile  are  marked  by  our 
projectiles,  and  that  loir  down.  When  an  enemy  abandons  a  light  gun,  which 
he  has  just  captured,  and  which  two  men  could  haul  away,  he  must  have  been 
badly  used.  The  whole  affair  lasted  only  forty-five  minutes.  This  vessel  was 
hulled  eleven  times,  doing  no  damage,  however,  beyond  wounding  six  men,  and 
carr^'ing  away  a  worthless  "coffee-miir*  gun.  The  boiler  casemates  stopped  a 
l:2-pound  ball.     The  iron  about  the  Fawn's  boilers  also  stopped  a  Khot. 

The  enemy's  ammunition  was  defective,  but  few  of  their  shells  exploding. 
Besides  the  howitzer,  the  following  articles  were  recaptured,  viz : 
5  boxes  12-pounder  shrapnell. 
2  boxes  12-pounder  shell. 
2  boxes  12-pounder  canister. 

2  boxes  24-pounder  shell. 

3  boxes  24-pounder  shrapnell. 

1  box  24-pounder  canister. 

5  boxes  32-ponnder  phell,  (fuzed.) 

2  boxes  d2-pounder  sponges  and  one  rammer. 

1  24-pounder  sponge  and  rammer. 

3  boarding  pikes. 

2  boats  and  1  anchor,  with  about  30  chains. 

The  enemy  also  abandoned  some  of  their  wounded  prisoners,  who  made  their 
way  to  us.  I  burned  a  large  gri:<t  and  saw  mill,  which  afforded  shelter  to  the 
enemy,  aud  a  pair  of  timber- tnicks,  which  might  have  been  useful  in  transport- 
ing heavy  pieces  of  artillery.     The  Tyler  had  the  following  men  wounded,  viz : 
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M.*  Leonard,  boatswain's  mate,  head  and  hand;  J.  Dillon,. seaman,  contused 
wound  of  the  leg ;  J.  O'Brien,  captain  afterguard,  contused  wound  of  shoulder ; 
T.  Gerard,  quartermaster,  flesh  wound  of  thigh  ^  G.  Lochlaum,  seaman,  contused 
wound  of  leg ;  J.  Campbell,  cockswain,  flesh  wound  of  thi^h. 

Enclosed  are  the  reports  of  Captains  Grace  and  Rogers,  by  whom  I  was  well 
supported.  Captain  Rodgers  I  would  especially  mention  for  the  beautiful  way 
he  handled  his  vessel,  and  his  coolness  in  action.  I  was  very  much  pleased 
with  the  behavior  of  Acting  Ensign  Ackley  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Michael, 
of  this  ship. 

I  also  enclose  a  letter  from  the  doctor  of  the  Queen  City,  in  reeard  to  the  loss 
of  that  vessel ;  and  also  a  list  of  the  men  whom  we  have  picked  up,  and  what 
disposition  I  have  made  of  them. 

The  wreck  of  the  Queen  City  lies  about  a  mile  below  the  town,  in  two  fathoms 
water.  She  was  most  completely  burnt  and  blown  up,  and  her  casemates  have 
tumbled  in  on  the  guns,  which  we  are  now  endeavoring  to  raise.  They  are  all 
there  excepting  one  24-pound  howitzer.  The  water  here  is  falling  rapidly, 
and  the  enemy  threatening  to  come  in  on  the  blufiP  about  St.  Charles. 

We  want  at  least  six  gunboats  to  keep  the  river  open.  The  force  I  have  at 
present  is  not  sufficient. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  M.  BACHE, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Lieut.  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  Seventh  District,  Mississippi  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  John  Rogers, 

United  States  Gunboat  Naumkeao, 
Off  Clarendon,  Arkansas,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  we  got 
under  way  from  Duvall's  Bluff  on  the  morning  of  June  24,  at  4.20  a.  m.,  in 
company  with  the  United  States  gunboats  Tyler  and  Fawn,  and  a  fleet  of  nine 
transports,  bound  for  the  Arkansas  river.  We  proceeded  down  the  river  about 
thirty  miles,  when  we  met  the  Fawn  and  the  headmost  transport  retummg  with 
the  intelligence  that  Clarendon  was  occupied  by  a  rebel  force  of  2,700  men,  and 
a  battery  of  four  or  Ave  guns,  under  command  of  General  Shelby,  and  that  the 
gunboat  Queen  City  had  been  captured.  I  immediately  stopped  until  you  came 
up  for  orders,  when  the  transports  returned,  and  we  proceeded  to  Clarendon  in 
line  of  battle — the  Tyler  taking  the  lead,  Naumkeag  the  centre,  and  Fawn  the 
rear. 

At  9  a.  ra.  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  fleet,  which  was  returned  by  us 
from  our  bow  guns  as  soon  as  they  would  bear  upon  them.  We  followed  the 
Tyler  past  the  battery,  giving  them  our  broadside  as  we  passed ;  after  passing 
we  rounded  to,  head  up  stream,  shelling  the  enemy  from  our  bow  and  broadside 
guns  until  they  were  driven  from  their  covers. 

Under  the  protection  of  the  Tyler's  guns,  we  ran  into  the  bank,  and  i^ecap- 
tured  a  12-pounder  brass  howitzer  formerly  belonging  to  the  Queen  City.  We 
also  recaptured  five  of  her  crew,  two  badly  wounded,  also  her  cutter  and  foor 
oars.  In  the  engagement  we  were  stnick  several  times.  One  10-poand  Parrott 
passed  through  the  paymaster  and  executive  officer's  room;  one  12-poimd 
shrapnell  exploding  in  the  engineer's  room.  Our  cutter  also  had  two  10-pound 
Parrotts  through  her,  damaging  her  badly ;  also  cabin  cut  up  with  moskeUy. 

The  concussion  of  the  guns  has  caused  the  vessel  to  leak  badly.    The  eye* 
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bolu  throQgb  the  casemates  arc  broken,  (that  the  loop-pin  of  the  howitzers  pass 
through ;)  in  fact,  the  whole  casemate  is  too  flimsy.  The  gun  platforms  are 
rotten.  Oar  casualties  are  Acting  Master's  Mate  John  Dunlap,  shot  in  the  ab- 
domen, who  died  of  the  wound  the  next  day.  He  was  a  good  officer,  and  respected 
by  all  that  knew  him;  he  was  on  the  sick  list  when  the  flght  commenced,  but 
he  insisted  upon  taking  command  of  his  division. 

Daring  the  afternoon  wo  patrolled  up  and  down  for  a  mile  or  two,  and  were 
fired  upon  by  musketry  from  the  woods,  which  wo  returned  with  ^-second 
shrapnell.  At  night  we  anchored  above  the  moutli  of  Cash  river.  On  Satur- 
day  morning,  June  25,  this  vessel  and  the  Fawn  got  under  way  at  10  a.  m., 
and  ran  down  to  Clarendon ;  saw  the  enemy  again  in  considerable  force  throwing 
np  breastworks ;  commenced  shelling  them,  and  continued  to  do  so  until  we 
drove  them  out  of  range  of  our  guns.  I  forgot  to  state  that  Mr.  Dunlap  and  the 
wonnded,  and  others  of  the.  Queen  City  were  put  on  board  of  the  Tyler  to  be 
eent  to  the  hospital  at  DuvalPs  Bluff.  I  have  also  saved  the  anchor  and  chain 
and  bnoy  of  the  Queen  City. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  good 
conduct  of  both  officers  and  men,  for  which  1  return  them  my  thanks.  All  of 
which  is  respectfully  smbmitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ROGERS, 
Acting  Mastery  Commanding, 

Lieutenant  Bachb,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Fleet,  White  River,  Arkansas, 


Report  of  Acting  Master  John  R.  Grace, 

Umtkd  States  Stkamrr  Faw.v, 

Off  Columhus,  Ark,,  June  21,  1864. 

HiR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  June, 
while  on  my  way  down  White  river,  I  met  the  transport  Pike,  which  reported 
the  capture  of  the  United  States  steamer  Queen  City,  at  four  o'clock  a.  m ,  by 
the  rebels  under  command  of  General  Shelby,  who  was  reported  as  still  occupy- 
ing the  place  with  twenty-seven  hundred  men  and  six  pieces  of  artillery. 

I  received  on  board  from  the  Pike,  Acting  Master's  Mate  William  Eakle,  Pay- 
master's Steward  William  Poor,  and  first  class-boy  William  Smith ;  and  also  the 
IbDowing  named  contrabands :  James  Rider,  Frank  Brown,  John  Fletcher,  Hen- 
IT  Sims,  and  Willis  Willister;  and  in  the  afternoon  I  picked  up,  opposite  Claren- 
don, John  Stepney,  all  of  whom  escaped  from  the  captured  vessel. 

After  receiving  the  news  from  the  Pike,  I  waited  until  the  United  States 
steamers  Tyler  and  Naumkeag  came  down,  when  I  communicated  to  you  the 
intelligence;  then  by  your  orders  1  took  my  position  following  the  Naumkeag, 
the  Tyler  taking  the  lead,  and  proceeded  down  the  river  to  engage  the  battery. 
After  coming  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon 
me  by  artillery  and  infantry,  which  I  returned  with  my  bow  and  broadside 
gons.  and  continued  the  iire  until  they  were  driven  off.  In  the  early  part  of 
the  engagement  a  12-pound  shrapnell  entered  the  port  shutter  of  the  pilot- 
house, mortally  wounding  the  only  pilot  on  board,  (Thomas  A.  Burnett,)  and 
eanying  away  the  bell-wires  and  ringing  the  bells,  thereby  causing  the  engineers 
to  stop  the  boat  directly  under  the  battery.  The  paymaster  then  took  the 
wfaedf  and  after  some  delay,  I  had  the  bells  fixed,  an<l  the  boat  again  under 
WSJ.  A  second  shell  entered  the  pilot-house,  tearing  up  the  floor,  and  throwing 
spKnters  in  every  direction.     One  came  across  the  hurricane  deck,  striking  the 
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ho^-cli&in  brace;  another  passed  forward  between  the  chimneys,  tearing  the  deck, 
ana  destroying  a  harness  cask  which  was  standing  there  filled  with  water. 

Three  shells  entered  the  casemate  on  the  port  side,  disabling  the  crews  of 
two  guns. 

A  shrapnell  entered  the  hull  midships,  ranging  to  the  starboard,  and  theii 
passing  forward,  exploding  under  the  forecastle  deck.  Two  shells  entered  the 
stem,  one  passing  through  the  blacksmith's  forge,  and  bursting  back  of  the 
throttle  valve ;  the  other  exploding  over  the  starboard  engine.  One  shell  burst 
on  the  outside  over  the  starboard  crank,  cutting  in  two  the  main  hog-chain  and 
brace. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties :  *  Thomas  A.  Burnett,  first-class  pilot, 
mortally  ;  •  George  Brockhagen,  quartermaster,  severely  ;  •  John  Bradbacb,  or- 
dinary seaman,  severely ;  •  H.  M.  Young,  seaman,  severely ;  •  Seldon  Robinson, 
landsman,  severely ;  *  Benjamin  F.  Beak,  landsman,  mortally ;  John  Grofford, 
landsman,  sligucly;  *Yerc'g  Jackson,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly;  George  La 
Valley,  landsman,  slightly;  £d.  D.  O' Bryan,  acting  master's  mate,  slightly; 
J.  H.  Harris,  surgeon  in  charge,  slightly. 

During  the  engagement  the  following  ammunition  was  expended  : 

Sixteen  !i^4-pounder  shell. 

Fifty-five  24 -pounder  shrapnell. 

Thirty-two  24-pounder  canister. 

Ten  12-pounder  Hotchkiss  shell. 

£leven  12-pouuder  hollow  shot. 

Making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  (124)  rounds. 

I  cannot  close  this  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  general  good  conduct  of 
both  officers  and  men,  who  zealously  performed  their  duties  during  the  entire 
engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  GRACE, 
Acting  Mastery  Commanding, 

Lieutenant  Gborub  M.  Bache,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Squadron, 


Additional  report  of  Acting  Master  John  R,  Grace. 

Unitbd  Statrs  Steamer  Fawn, 
Of  Clarendon,  Ark.,  June  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June,  at 
10.30  a.  m.,  being  above  Clarendon,  I  started  down  the  river  in  company  with 
the  United  States  steamer  Naumkeag.  On  rounding  the  point  I  saw  that  the 
rebels  at  Clarendon  had  been  throwing  up  rifle-pits,  or  breast- works.  On  arriving 
within  easy  range.  I  opened  on  them,  as  did  the  Naumkeag,  which  soon  drove 
them  out  of  their  works. 

The  following  ammunition  was  expended,  viz : 
Twenty-three  24-pounder  shell. 
Fifteen  24-pounder  shrapnell. 
Six  12-pouuder  hollow  shot. 
Casualties  none. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  GRACE, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  G.  M.  Bachb,  Coinmanding  Squadron. 

*  Placed  on  board  tlie  Tyler,  and  sent  to  the  United  States  military  hoipiUl  at  Duvall*! 
BlufT. 
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Report  of  Acting  AstUtant  Surgeon  Lewis  WestfalL 

UxMTED  States  Steamer  Tyler, 

June  24,  1864. 

Sib:  The  United  States  steamer  Queen  City,  lying  at  anchor  off  Clarendon, 
attacked  this  morning,  between  3  and  4  o'clock,  by  General  Shelby  with 
two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery.  We  were  taken  by  surprise, 
no  intimiatiou  of  their  approach  being  given  until  the  firing  commenced.  At  the 
fint  or  second  round  the  starboard  engine  was  disabled  by  a  shell,  and  the 
effect] veoess  of  the  port  one  was  much  injured  by  a  piece  of  the  same  passing 
thzoQgh  the  steam-pipe.  After  fighting  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  the  boat  being 
completely  riddled  with  shell  and  rifle  balls,  Captain  Hickey  decided  to  surren- 
der her,  telling  officers  and  men  they  could  choose  between  being  prisoners  or 
jumping  into  the  water  to  escape. 

The  rebels,  after  robbing  us  of  all  our  money,  and  carrying  ashore  the  wear- 
ing apparel,  removed  all  the  small  arms,  most  of  the  ammunition,  a  12-pounder 
howitzer,  and  the  paymaster's  stores,  and  then  set  fire  to  the  boat.  They  in- 
tended to  take  the  24-pounder  and  one  32-pouader  to  make  a  battery  on  shore, 
but  fearing  other  gunboats  would  come  before  they  could  accomplish  it,  the 
project  was  abandoned. 

Killed. — George  Davis,  seaman. 

Wounded, — Acting  Master  M.  Hickey,  leg;  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  L. 
TVestfall,  shoulder;  Acting  Ensign  Frederick  Hatha'^y,  hip;  Acting  Master's 
Mate  E.  N.  Wild,  neck,  side,  and  leg;  Michael  Ryan,  fracture  of  skull,  with 
hernia  cerebri;  Charles  Blair,  scalp;  Charles  Hunter,  arm;  Walter  Scott,  leg; 
George  Sanderson,  leg. 

Prisoners. — Acting  Master  M.  Hickey;  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  C.  S. 
Simms ;  Acting  Master's  Mates  E.  N.  Wild  and  Joseph  Pardee ;  Pilot  Henry 
Porter,  and  about  twenty  seamen  and  contrabands.  One  white  man  and  one 
negro  were  drowned. 

All  the  rest  of  the  officers  and  men  escaped  to  the  opposite  shore.  I  did  not 
hear  General  Shelby  say  what  disposition  would  be  made  of  the  contrabands, 
bat  one  of  his  officers  said,  he  supposed  they  would  be  treated  as  are  the  rest 
xhey  had  captured,  kill  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  WESTFALL, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  Steamer  Queen  City. 

Liieatenant  Geo.  M.  Bache,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Steamer  Tyler. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  George  M.  Bache. 

United  States  Steamer  Tyler, 

Off  Clarendon,  June  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  having  driven  Shelby  from  Claren- 
don beyond  the  range  of  our  gune,  I  left  the  two  light-draughts  to  prevent  any 
further  demonstrations  by  the  enemy,  and  proceeded  myself  at  once  to  Duvall's 
Bluff.  I  then  put  myself  in  communication  with  General  Steele,  requesting  him 
to  Bend  a  force  to  capture  the  guerillas. 

The  next  day,  at  2  p.  m.,  a  large  force  left  the  bluff  under  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Carr  in  transports,  conveyed  by  the  Tyler.  An  accident  happening  to  the 
Tyler  that  evening,  we  did  not  reach  Clarendon  until  9  a.  m.  on  the  next  mom- 
.ing,  when  the  troops  landed  at  the  town  without  opposition. 
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Our  troops  commenced  skirmishing  in  the  woods,  and  steadilj  driving  the 
enemj  before  them  on  the  cotton-plant  road. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  light-draughts  discovered  the  enemy  had  thrown 
up  a  couple  of  breastworks  during  the  night.    Thej  were  quickly  shelled  out. 

General  Carr  returned  in  person  this  evening,  and  reports  that  he  pursued 
Shelby,  who  has  twenty-five  hundred  men,  to  Bayou  Deview,  thirty  miles  from 
this  point,  where  he  gave  up  the  chase.  He  found  our  24-poander  howitzer 
abandoned  in  the  woods  about  seven  miles  from  here,  also  a  disabled  piece  of 
the  enemy  very  near  here,  and  disabled  and  captured  another  piece  himsdf,  leav- 
ing Shelby  now  but  four  guns.  The  piece  found  near  here  most  hare  been 
disabled  by  the  gunboats. 

General  Garr  also  captured  sixty  wounded  rebels.  His  force  will  leave  again 
for  the  bluff  on  the  30th,  as  the  enemy  is  now  threatening  Little  Bock,  and 
General  Steele  will  require  all  his  force. 

While  lying  here  we  have  succeeded  in  raising  fVom  the  Queen  City  two  32- 
pounder  Parrots  and  one  32-pounder. 

This  has  been  done  with  a  great  deal  of  labor.  The  remaining  guns  have 
fallen  into  her  so  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  raising  them  until  the  water 
falls  more. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  M.  BACHE, 

Lieutenant  Commanding, 

Lieu.  Commander  S.  L.  Phelps, 

Commanding  ItJ^  District,  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Officers  and  crew  of  the  Queen  City  picked  up  by  the  U.  S.  steamer  TSfUr. 

Lewis  Westfall,  acting  assistant  surgeon,  wounded ;  F.  W.  Hathaway,  acting 
ensign  and  executive  officer ;  Irvin  Fox,  acting  first  assistant  engineer ;  G.  W. 
Shallenberger,  acting  second  assistant  engineer ;  William  P.  Eakle,  acting  mas- 
ter's mate ;  William  H.  Poore,  paymaster's  steward ;  George  A.  Williams,  sur- 
geon's steward. 

Crew, — John  Carey,  boatswain's  mate;  Charles  Bowers,  carpenter's  mate; 
Wilbur  F.  Nevins,  quarter-gunner ;  James  Smith,  quarter-gunner;  8.  Hilder- 
brand,  first-class  fireman;  William  Davis,  second-class  fireman;  John  Barber, 
officers'  cook;  Joseph  Roberts,  seaman;  Henry  F.  Hazzel,  seaman;  Robert 
Smith,  seaman;  Charles  Blair,  seaman;  Walter  Scott,  seaman;  G-eorge  Sander- 
son, seaman;  T.  Mooney,  ordinary  seaman;  William  F.  Smith,  first-class  boy. 

Colored, — Robert  Booker,  seaman ;  Robert  Payne,  ordinary  seaman ;  Henry 
Roberts,  landsman ;  John  W.  Smith,  landsman ;  Frederick  Buckingham,  lands- 
man; Edward  Boler,  landsman;  Haden  Johnson,  landsman;  A.  Thompson^ 
landsman;  T.  Gaztcr,  landsman. 


EXPEDITION  TO  EASTPORT. 
Report  of  Captain  A,  M.  Pennock. 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk, 

Cairo,  Illinois,  October  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  report  of  Acting  Master  J.  L.  Bry- 
ant, commanding  United  States  steamer  Undine,  received  at  the  momtnt  of  my 
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depariiupe>  as  annoanced  in  my  despatch  of  this  morning.  The  report  of  the 
officer  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Key  West,  also  engaged  in  the 
name  expedition,  has  not  heen  received. 

I  bave  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Paducah,  where  I  made  such  dispositions 
as  will  materially  assist  the  force  there  in  repelling  any  attack  which  may  he 
made,  bat  which,  from  the  hest  information  I  could  ohtain,  I  do  not  anticipate. 
It  is  my  impression  that  the  rehel  General  Forrest  will  he  more  likely  to 
make  an  attack  on  Memphis,  where  I  understand  the  garrison  is  weak.  I  wilU 
tkeiefore,  proceed  there  without  delay  to  make  arrangements  for  giving  it  such 
aamtaace  as  the  gunhoats  afford. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PENNOCK,     . 
Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJu  Nai'i/,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  John  L.  Bryant, 

Umted  States  Steamer  Undine, 

OffPaducah,  Ky.,  October  12,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  an  expedition  from 
Clifton  to  Eastport,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hoge,  consisting  of  the  II 3th 
and  120th  infantry,  Illinois  volunteers,  660  strong;  6l8t  United  States  colored 
infantry,  600  strong;  and  battery  6,  2d  Missouri  light  artillery,  (four  rifled 
12-poander8.)  These  troops  embarked  on  the  morning  of  the  9ih  instant  at 
Glifton,  Tennessee,  on  board  the  transports  City  of  Pekin,  Aurora,  and  Ken- 
ton, and  at  1  p.  m.  started  up  the  river  for  Eastport,  Mississippi,  under  convoy 
of  the  United  States  steamer  Key  West  and  this  vessel.  The  transports  being- 
abort  of  fuel,  we  stopped  for  wood  at  several  points  on  the  river. 

At  1.30  p.  m.,  the  10th  instant,  we  arrived  off  Eastport.  After  passing  some 
islands  ten  miles  below,  the  Key  West  made  signals  to  me,  "  Cannot  be  too 
eantiooB,"  "  And  keep  in  close  order.*' 

On  approaching  Eastport  everything  seemed  quiet ;  there  were  no  intima- 
tions of  troops  or  batteries  on  the  hill  commanding  the  landing,  and  Captain 
King  waved  to  the  transports  to  land,  and  took  a  position  so  as  to  command  the 
rosds,  and  came  to  anchor.  I  anchored  astern  of  him ;  the  troops  immediately 
eommenced  disembarking. 

Colonel  Hoge,  commanding  the  brigade,  went  on  board  the  Key  West  and 
informed  Captain  King  that  he  should  move  immediately  for  luka.  As  the 
colonel  was  returning  in  the  Key  West's  gig,  a  masked  battery  of  six  rifled 
eons  opened  on  the  boats  from  the  hill  at  Eastport,  and  three  rifled  guns  from 
Chickasaw.  The  transports  were  struck  several  times,  exploding  a  caisson  on 
board  the  Aurora  and  Kenton,  and  setting  them  on  fire,  causing  great  confusion 
among  the  troops,  burning  several  of  them,  and  mortally  wounding  the  captain 
of  the  Aurora.  Many  of  the  troops  jumped  overboard  from  the  burning 
steamer.  A  company  that  had  been  sent  out  as  skirmishers  immediately  re- 
turned towards  the  boat ;  the  other  troops  that  were  forming  in  line  on  the  bank 
broke  and  fled  in  great  disorder  down  the  river ;  the  battery  of  four  guns  were 
abandoned  ;  the  transports  cut  their  lines  and  drifted  down  stream ;  Aurora  and 
Kenton  disabled. 

During  this  time  the  Key  West  and  Undine  were  each  struck  twice  with 
rifled  projectiles.  One  shell  passed  down  through  the  boiler  deck  of  the  Key 
West  and  burst  in  the  "  bag-rack,*'  near  after  part  of  boilers  ;  another  parsed 
tlmmgfa  the  steerage  and  out  on  the  port  side.     This  vessel  had  her  port  wheel- 
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rope  and  bell- wires  cut  by  a  shell,  and  also  had  the  after  steam  escape  pipe  and 
hog-chain  brace,  near  the  cook's  galley,  shot  away.  One  shell  entered  the  star- 
board side  of  the  boiler  deck,  passing  through  the  cabin,  cutting  the  deck  and 
causing  the  splinters  to  fly  in  every  direction.  The  gunboats  returned  the  fire 
immediately,  and  kept  it  up  for  thirty  minutes  in  full  range  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, with  their  shell  bursting  all  around  and  over  us. 

On  finding  it  evident  that  the  enemy's  force  was  far  superior  to  ours,  and 
that  an  effort  to  silence  her  batteries  with  smooth-bored  guns  would  prove  fruit- 
less, Captain  King  gave  orders  for  the  gunboats  to  drop  down  out  of  range. 
The  two  disabled  transports  having  now  drifted  out  of  sight.  Captain  King 
ordered  me  down  the  river  to  look  after  them,  while  he  covered  the  City  of 
Fekin  in  taking  on  board  the  stragglers.  On  reaching  the  vessel  I  found  the 
troops  and  crew  had  succeeded  in  quenching  the  fire  on  the  transports,  but  they 
were  disabled,  and  1  immediately  returned  and  reported  the  fact  to  Captain  King. 

It  was  now  nearly  sundown,  and  the  Key  West  proceeded  down  stream  and 
made  signals,  "  Follow  senior  officer's  movements,"  which  I  did.  We  found 
the  tran5?port8  Aurora  and  Kenton  drifting  down  stream  in  the  Chute  or  Leni 
islands.  The  Kenton  had  temporarily  repaired  her  steam-pipe  and  taken  the 
Aurora  in  tow.  The  transports  landed.  The  Key  West  anchored,  and  I 
moved  alongside  of  her.  Colonel  Hoge  came  on  board  and  requested  Captain 
King  to  convoy  him  to  Hamburg.  The  City  of  Pekin  now  took  the  disabled 
Aurora  in  tow,  and  at  6.15  p.  m.  we  all  steamed  down  the  river.  On  approach- 
ing Bond's  landing  we  discovered  two  houses  on  fire,  which  illuminated  the 
river  for  some  distance.  Captain  King,  thinking  all  was  not  right,  ordered  the 
transports  to  stop,  and  he  would  go  ahead  and  shell  the  woods ;  if  he  passed  by 
safe,  he  would  blow  a  long  whistle  for  them  to  come  on,  which  he  did,  and  we 
again  proceeded  on  our  way.  At  10.20  we  passed  Savannah,  and  at  10.35  the 
fog  became  too  thick  to  proceed  further  with  safety,  therefore  came  to  anchor 
above  Coffee  landing,  except  the  Aurora,  which  tied  up  to  the  bank. 

At  8  o'clock,  in  the  morning  of  the-  11th,  we  got  under  way  and  proceeded 
down  the  river.  The  Aurora  had  temporarily  repaired  her  steam-pipe,  and  was 
capable  of  being  managed  under  low  steam.  We  arrived  at  Jacksonville  at  7  p. m., 
the  11th  instant,  and  I  proceeded  down  the  river,  in  company  with  the  United 
States  steamer  Key  West,  at  9  this  morning,  and  arrived  off  Paducah  at  sundown. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  during  the  engagement  my  officers  and  crew 
behaved  gallantly  and  displayed  coolness  in  every  instance.  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  John  W.  Morton  was  restored  to  duty  during  action,  and  acted  with 
great  coolness  and  decision.  I  also  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  King  deserves  much  credit  for  the  skilful  manner  in  which 
he  conducted  this  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  L.  BRYANT, 
Acting  Master  U.  S,  N.t  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Commander  James  W.  Shirk, 

Commanding  Ninth  District,  Mississippi  Squadron, 


Additional  report  of  Captain  A,  M.  Pennock, 

Flag-Ship  Black  Hawk,  Mississippi  Squadron, 

Mound  City,  Illinois,  October  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten- 
ant G.  M.  King's  report  of  the  attack  by  the  reoels  on  Colonel  Hoge'a  command 
at  Eastport,  Mississippi. 

He  was  tlie  senior  officer  present  at  the  time,  in  command  of  the  gunboat 
Key  West 
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The  report  of  the  Becond  in  comniand  I  forwarded  on  the  14th  instant.    These 
reports  have  hoth  been  forwarded  as  soon  as  received. 

1  «Lm>  enclose  copy  of  General  Washburn's  order  to  Colonel  Hoge,  explain- 
ing the  service  required  of  the  gunboats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  PENNOCK, 
Captain,  Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  M,  King, 

United  States  Gunboat  Key  West, 

Off  Paducah,  Ky,,  October  13,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  an  expedition  from 
Cliflon  to  Eastport,  under  command  of  Colonel  Hoge,  consisting  of  the  II 3th 
and  120th  Illinois  infantry,  (660  strong,)  and  the  61st  United  States  colored 
mfantrjt  (600  strong.)  These  troops  embarked  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant, 
at  Clifton,  on  board  the  transports  City  of  Pekin,  Kenton,  and  Aurora,  and  at 
1  p.  m.  steamed  up  river  for  Eastport,  Mississippi,  under  convoy  of  this  ves- 
Kl  and  the  United  States  steamer  Undine,  Acting  Mtister  John  L.  Bryant, 
commaDding.  The  transports  being  short  of  fuel,  we  stopped  for  wood  at  sev- 
eral poiDts  on  the  river. 

At  —  p.  m.  of  the  10th  instant,  we  arrived  off  Eastport.  After  passing  Line 
island,  ten  miles  below,  I  made  signal  to  Undiuc,  **  Cannot  be  too  cautious,''  and 
*•  Keep  in  close  order."  On  approaching  Eastport  everything  seemed  quiet ; 
there  were  no  indications  of  troops  or  batteries  on  the  hill  commanding  the 
landing,  and  I  waved  to  the  transports  to  land,  and  took  a  position  in  mid  river, 
•o  as  to  command  the  roads,  and  anchored  with  the  Undine  astern. 

The  troops  commenced  disembarking  immediately.  Colonel  Hoge,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  came  on  board  and  informed  me  that  he  should  move  immedi- 
ately for  luka.  As  the  colonel  was  returning  to  the  City  of  Pekin  in  my 
tagt  a  masked  battery  of  six  rifled  guns  opened  on  the  boats  from  the  hill  at 
Eatftport,  and  three  rifled  guns  from  Chickasaw.  The  transports  were  struck 
several  times,  exploding  a -caisson  on  board  the  Aurora  and  Kenton,  and  setting 
tbem  on  fire.  This  caused  <;reat  confusion  among  the  troops,  many  of  them 
jumping  overboard  from  the  burning  ste^imers.  A  company  that  had  been  sent 
out  na  skirmishers  immediately  returned  towards  the  boats.  Other  troops  that 
were  forming  in  line  on  the  bank  broke  and  ti(^d  pell-mell  down  the  river  bank. 
The  battery  of  four  guns  was  abandoned.  The  transports  cut  their  lines  and 
drifted  down  stream — Kenton  and  Aurora  disabled,  and  City  of  Pekin  with 
^Kfveral  shots  through  her.  During  this  time  the  Key  West  and  Undine  were 
each  struck  twice  with  rifled  projectiles.  One  plunging  shell  passed  down 
through  the  lioiler  deck  of  this  vessel,  and  burst  in  the  bag-rack,  near  after  part 
of  boilers.  Another  passed  through  the  steerage  and  out  on  the  port  side.  The 
Undine  had  her  port  wheel-ro[)e  and  bell-wires  cut  by  a  shell.  The  gunboats 
returned  the  enemy's  fire  immediately,  and  kej)t  it  up  for  thirty  minutes,  in  full 
range  of  the  batteries,  with  their  shell  bursting  thick  and  fast  aniund  and  over 
us.  Seeing  that  I  could  effect  nothing  with  smooth-bores  against  a  battery  of 
rjiled  guns,  I  dropped  the  gunboats  back  just  out  of  range.  The  two  disMl)led 
transports  having  now  drifted  out  of  sight  around  the  bend,  1  sent  the  Lii'iine 
down  to  look  after  them,  while  I  covered  the  City  of  Pekin  in  taking  on  board 
the  Btragglers.  The  Undine  returned  shortly,  and  Captain  IJryant  reported  that 
the  troops  and  crews  had  quf  lu-hed  th(^  fires  on  the  transports,  but  they  were 
disabled  and  repairing.     It  was  now  nearly  sundown,  and  I  suggested  to  Col- 
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onel  Hoge  that  we  bad  all  better  go  down  and  look  out  for  our  disabled  boats.  We 
found  thera  drifting  down  stream  in  the  chute  at  Line  island.  The  Kenton 
had  temporarily  repaired  her  steam- pipe,  and  had  the  Aurora  in  tow,  and 
steamed  with  her  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river ;  the  City  of  Pekin  landed 
also.  I  anchored  this  vessel  in  the  chute  near  them,  with  the  Undine  along- 
side. Colonel  Hoge  now  came  on  board,  and  requested  me  to  convoy  him  to 
Hamburg.  The  City  of  Pekin  took  the  disabled  Aurora  in  tow,  and  at  6. 15 
p.  m.  we  all  steamed  slowly  down  river.  On  approaching  Boyd  landing  we 
discovered  two  houses  on  fire,  lighting  up  the  whole  bend  of  the  river.  Fear- 
ing the  enemy  might  have  a  battery  planted  there,  I  communicated  with  Colo- 
nel Hoge,  and  told  him  that  I  would  move  ahead,  and  if  I  got  through  safely 
would  blow  a  long  whistle.  In  passing  down  the  bend  I  manned  both  sides, 
and  kept  up  a  warm  fire,  but  received  no  response.  On  approaching  Hamburg 
I  again  communicated  with  the  colonel,  to  know  if  he  wished  to  stop  at  that 
point.     He  answered  that  he  wished  me  to  proceed  down  river  as  fast  as  possible. 

At  10.20  we  passed  Savannah,  and  at  10.35,  the  fog  being  too  thick  to  ran 
with  safety,  we  anchored  above  Coffee  landing,  except  the  disabled  Anronu 
tied  to  the  bank.  At  S  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  we  proceeded  down 
river.  The  Aurora  had  temporarily  repaired  her  steam-pipe  daring  the  night,  and 
was  manageable  under  slow  steam.  We  stopped  at  Clifton  a  short  time  at  dood, 
and  proceeding,  arrived  at  Johnsonville  at  7  p.m.  of  the  11th  instant.  Proceeded 
down  river  with  the  Undine  at  9  this  a.  m.,  and  arnved  at  Paducah  at  sundown. 

Under  the  circumstances  attending  this  affair,  I  think  it  providential  that  the 
boats  escaped  with  so  little  damage,  and  that  so  few  of  the  troops  were  killed 
and  captured.  With  regard  to  the  loss  of  the  battery,  I  will  only  say,  at  pres- 
ent, that  the  gunboats  were  ready  to  assist  in  any  movement  the  colonel  com- 
manding might  have  suggested  for  their  recovery.  I  am  fully  convinced,  at  the 
same  time,  that  any  attempt  in  force  to  retake  the  guns  would  have  entailed 
still  greater  loss,  including  the  temporary  or  total  disabling  of  the  gunboats.  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you  that  my  officers  and  crew  acted  with  great  coolness 
and  decision ;  the  guns  were  fired  rapidly  and  well. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  copy  of  General  Washburn's  order 
to  Colonel  Hoge. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  LI.  KING, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Commander  James  W.  Shirk,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  9th  District,  Mississippi  Squadron. 


Major  General  Wdshbum*s  instructions  to  Colonel  Hoge. 

HhADQUARTERS,  Ripley,  October  8,  1864. 

Colonel  :  As  soon  as  you  receive  this,  nlove  with  your  infantry  and  artillery 
to  Clifton,  with  the  squadron  of  cavalry  that  takes  you  this,  and  embark  at  once 
on  transports  and  move  up  to  Eastport.  As  soon  as  you  land  atEastport,  moTC 
rapidly  out  to  the  line  of  railroad  near  luka,  and  break  the  road  np  and  destroy 
bridges,  so  as  to  hold  any  trains  that  may  be  east  of  the  break.  Their  depot 
of  supplies  is  at  Cherokee,  east  of  luka.  After  doing  this,  hold  Eastport  nntii 
you  hear  from  me.  I  think  I  shall  reach  there  in  about  three  days.  The  set- 
ond  luka  cavalry  order  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible.  In  approaching  East- 
port,  do  so  with  care  as  not  to  be  ambuscaded.  Please  show  this  to  Captain 
King,  gunboat  Key  West,  and  request  him  to  convoy  you  and  stick  to  you. 
Hespectfully  yours, 

C.  C.  WASHBURN,  Maj^r  General. 

Colonel  G.  B.  Hoge,  Commanding  Brigade. 
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POTOMAC  FLOTILLA. 


CAPTURE  OF  REBELS  ON  ST.  GEORGE'S  ISLAND. 

Navy  Yard,  Wasliingtont  December  1,  1863. 

8lB :  Actiog  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Hooker  having  learned  that  a 
number  of  rebels  had  assembled  on  St.  George's  island,  at  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Kftiy'B  river,  informed  Brigadier  General  Marston  of  the  circumstances.  Eighty- 
five  soldiers  were  detailed  by  the  general,  under  the  command  of  Assistant  Ad- 
Sint  General  Lawrence,  fifky  of  whom  were  embarked  on  board  the  Jacob 
L  Acting  Master  Shulze,  and  the  rest  in  an  army  tug. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  22d,  guard-boats  being  placed  at  the  north  of  the  island 
to  prevent  the  rebel  party  fi-om  escaping,  the  soldiers  were  landed  and  com- 
■WBeed  a  search  of  the  island,  which  lasted  until  morning,  the  Jacob  Bell  being 
nchored  during  the  night  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  to  prevent  an  escape 
iato  Virginia. 

Hie  next  morning  by  11  o'clock  sixty-three  persons  were  taken,  of  whom  the 
MHStant  adjutant  general  discharged  thirty-two.  The  remaining  thirty-one, 
fi^fjgtwig  of  rebel  deserters  and  blockade  runners,  were  taken  to  Point  Look- 
ort,  and  are  in  the  possession  of  the  array  authorities. 

In  this  expedition  Rudolph  Kaiser,  a  seaman  of  the  Jacob  Bell,  unfortunately 
fell  out  of  a  boat  and  was  drowned,  not  being  able  to  swim.     He  rose  to  the 
sorfiiiee  bat  once,  and  lost  hold  of  the  oar  extended  for  his  relief. 
I  enclose  herewith  the  certificate  of  his  death. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  A.  HARWOOD, 
Commodore,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

ikcretary  of  the  Navy. 


ENGAGEMENT  WITH  REBEL  CAVALRY.— CAPTURE  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF 

BOATS. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Read, 

Off  Piney  Point,  January  9,  1864. 

Sib  :  It  having  been  discovered  that  the  rebels  had  concealed  at  Nomini  a 
large  lighter  and  skiff,  capable  of  containing  eighty  men,  a  force  was  lauded 
there  on  the  5th  instant  from  the  steamers  Teaser  and  Yankee,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Acting  Ensign  Sheridan,  which  succeeded  in  destroying  the  former  and 
captnring  the  latter. 

while  they  were  engaged  in  this,  a  number  of  rebel  soldiers  made  their  ap- 
pesnuiec  on  the  Nomini  heights,  but  were  quickly  dispersed  by  a  well-directed 
me  from  the  gunboats. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


602  BEPOBT   OF   THE   SECBETABT   OF   THE  NAYT. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES  OF  THE  FLOTILLA. 

Umted  States  Steamer  Commodore  Read, 

Off  Piney  Point,  January  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  12th  instant, 
tinder  cover  of  the  gunboats  Yankee,  Currituck,  Apacostia,  Tulip,  and  Jacob 
Bell,  which  I  have  assigned  to  this  duty,  Greneral  Marston  landed  a  force  of  cav- 
alry and  infantry  on  the  peninsula,  between  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock 
rivers,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a  small  body  of  the  enemy  and  a  large  number 
of  cavalry  horses. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


•  United  States  Steamer  Ella, 

Potomac  Flotilla,  July  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  on  the  30th  ultimo,  an  ex- 
pedition sent  to  Shelton's  creek,  on  the  Rappahannock  river,  Virginia,  by  Act- 
ing Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker,  succeeded  in  destroying  a  salt  work  recently 
established  there,  with  its  evaporators  and  tanks. 

A  number  of  buildings  connected  with  the  work,  with  carts,  wood,  and  grain, 
were  burned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Ella, 

August  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  general  order  of  the 
general  commanding  at  Alexandria,  in  which  he  tenders  his  thanks  to  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  guard  vessel  at  that  place. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hoif.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 


[General  Older  No.  29.] 

Headquarters  Military  Governor, 

Alexandria,  Va.,  July  27, 1864. 
The  general  commanding  desires  to  tender  his  thanks  to  the  troops  of  his 
command,  the  armed  employes  of  the  quartermaster's  department,  and  Acting 
Master  Nicherson  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  mortar-boat  Adolph  Hugel, 
for  their  co-operation  and  prompt  response  to  his  call  for  their  aid  in  the  defence 
of  Alexandria. 

By  command  of  Brigadier  General  Slough: 

Captain  and  Auiitant  Adjutant  Oeneral. 
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EXPEDITION  TO  RECAPTURE  THE  TUG  TITAN. 

United  States  Steamer  Ella, 
Fotomdc  Flotilla,  March  7,  1864 — 10  p,  m. 

BlR:  Having  been  informed  yesterday  at  11  a.  m.  by  Acting  Volunteer 
lieotcnant  Hooker,  senior  officer  of  the  Rappahannock,  that  in  a  dense  basse 
tbe  toff  Titan  bad  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  Piankatank ,  after  having  been 
dHMfidby  the  United  States  steamer  Tulip,  I  proceeded  at  once  to  the  mouth 
of  toia  nver,  where  I  arrived  a  little  before  sunset. 

Thia  morning  at  daylight,  leaving  the  Yankee,  Tulip,  and  Teaser  to  guard  the 
Rupahannock,  I  ascended  the  Piankatank  with  the  Commodore  Read,  Jacob 
Bell,  Fachsia,  Freeborn,  and  Currituck  to  Freeport,  the  head  of  navigation,  where 
I  fomid  the  Titan  burnt  to  the  water's  edge,  the  rebels  having  set  fire  to  her  at  an 
earij  hour  this  morning. 

After  shelling  the  adjacent  woods,  I  sent  in  a  number  of  armed  boats  under 
Acting  Ensign  Nelson,  who  completed  the  work  of  destruction  by  breaking  the 
boiler,  Sec ,  of  the  Titan.  A  metallic  life-boat  belonging  to  her  was  brought  off, 
and  ia  now  on  board  the  Commodore  Head. 

I  waa  much  gratified  with  the  energy  displayed  by  all  the  commanding  offi- 
Mra  of  the  flotilla,  and  by  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  vessels  1  took 
with  me  up  the  Piankatank  were  handled  in  that  narrow  and  intricate  river. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Hon.  GiDEOxN  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tJie  Navy. 


EXPEDITION  TO  MACHODOCK  CREEK. 

Report  of  Commander  F.  A.  Parker. 

United  States  Steamer  Ella, 

Potomac  Flotilla,   April  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  General  Ilinks,  commanding  at  Point  I^ookout,  having  desired  my  co- 
operation in  an  expedition  to  Machodock  creek,  Ya.,  on  the  13th  instant  I  detailed 
for  this  purpose  the  gunboats  Yankee,  Fuchsia,  Anacostia,  and  Teaser,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Eastman,  a  copy  of  whose  report  I  herewith 
enclose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXIIALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  T.  H.  Eastman. 

United  States  Steamer  Yankee. 

April  14,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  went  on  board  of  the  Resolute,  and  con- 
▼OTcd  the  army  steamer  Long  Branch,  with  Genleral  Hinks  and  a  battalion  of 
BOidierB  on  board,  leaving  St.  Clary's  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  13th,  and  arriving  at 
Machodock  creek  at  8  a.  m.     After  communicating  with  General  Uinks,  I  led  the 
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way  into  an  anchorage,  and  covered  the  landing  of  the  forces.  Nothing  was 
seen  of  the  enemy  except  a  few  cavahy,  thirty  or  forty  in  numher,  on  the  right 
side  of  Machodock,  and  they  retired  on  the  landing  of  four  armed  hoats'  crews 
from  the  Teaser  and  Anacostia,  which  vessels  had  joined  me,  according  to  orders. 

In  tow  of  these  hoats  were  two  small  hoats  of  the  Long  Branch,  carrying 
twelve  soldiers ;  and  as  the  Long  Branch  had  come  unprovided  with  any  means 
of  landing,  I  transported  in  our  boats  at  this  time  twenty  soldiers. 

A  large  quantity  of  tobacco  and  a  man  named  Maddox  were  taken  in  the 
house  near  the  landing.  Mr.  Maddox  was  sent  to  the  Long  Branch,  and%i08t 
of  the  tobacco ;  five  boxes  of  the  tobacco  were  taken  to  the  Teaser,  and  I  have 
since  delivered  them  to  you. 

I  also  visited  Corinion  bay  and  Nomini,  but  discovered  nothing  of  import- 
ance ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  I  detailed  the  Anacostia  to  assist  General 
Hinks  in  transporting  his  force  to  Point  Lookout,  and  then,  with  the  Yankee, 
Teaser,  and  Fuchsia  in  company,  got  under  way  for  St.  Mary's,  and  on  my  way 
down  the  river  I  exercised  this  division  in  forming  line  and  column,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  teachings  of  Parker's  Squadron  Tactics  under  steam,  and  I  was 
struck  with  the  simplicity  and  ease  with  which  a  suqadron  may  be  manoeu- 
vred, and  also  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  I  have  the  honor  to  be  the  first 
officer  of  the  United  States  navy  to  record  an  experience  in  the  use  of  that  work. 

I  wish  here  to  report  to  you,  that  the  Yankee,  Fuchsia,  Teaser,  Resolute,  and 

Anacostia  did  all  of  their  duties  well  and  promptly,  and  especially  with  regard 

to  the  evolutions,  the  signals  being  answered  quickly,  and  not  a  single  mistake 

being  made.     I  arrived  at  St.  Mary's  at  5  p.  m.  and  reported  in  person  to  you. 

Respectfully, 

T.  H.  EASTMAN,^ 
Lieutenant  Commander^  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  F.  A.  Park  BR, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


EXPEDITION  TO  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK  RIVER. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Read, 

Chesapeake  Bay,  April  22,  1864. 

Sir  :  Having  learned  from  various  sources  that  the  rebel  government  had  estab- 
lished a  ferry  at  Circus  Point,  a  few  miles  below  Tappahannock,  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock river,  and  was  busily  engaged  in  collecting  boats  at  some  point  on  the  river 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  blockading  vessels,  I  proceeded  thither  with  a  por-* 
tion  of  tliis  flotilla  on  the  ISth  instant,  where  I  remained  until  this  evening, 
visiting  both  banks  of  the  river,  and  all  its  various  creeks,  (some  of  which  I 
was  told  had  not  before  been  entered  during  the  war,)  from  Circus  Point  to 
Windmill  Point,  with  the  following  result :  Two  ferries  broken  up ;  seven  large 
lighters,  each  capable  of  carrying  one  hundred  men ;  three  pontoon  Doafts,  twenty- 
two  large  skiffs  and  canoes,  two  hundred  white-oak  beams  and  knees,  large 
enough  for  the  construction  of  a  sloop-of-war ;  five  hundred  cords  of  pine  wood, 
and  three  hundred  barrels  of  corn  destroyed. 

Twenty-two  fine  boats,  (one  of  which  is  fitted  for  carrying  small  arms,)  one 
thousand  pounds  of  bacon,  two  horses,  sixty  bushels  of  wheat,  a  chest  of  car- 
penter's tools,  and  many  other  articles  (a  correct  list  of  which  will  be  sent  to 
the  department  at  an  early  day)  brought  off. 

Five  refugees  and  forty-five  contrabands  (men,  women,  and  children)  were 
received  on  board  this  vessel  and  landed  in  Maryland,  with  the  exception  of  five 
stout  fellows,  whom  I  shipped. 

At  Bohler's  Rocks,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  the  landing  of 
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opposed  by  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  (said  to  be  500.)  which  was 
kept  at  ba^  by  tiie  fire  of  the  Eureka,  commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  Halleck, 
and  a  howitzer  launch,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Eldridge.  Acting 
Master  W.  T.  Street,  who  had  charge  of  this  expedition,  showed  good  judg- 
menfti  and  proved  himself  a  valuable  and  efficient  officer.  He  speaks  highly  of 
Acting  Ensign  Roderick  and  Acting  Master's  Mate  Borden,  who  accompanied 
him  on  shore. 

In  Parrot's  creek  eight  seamen,  led  by  Acting  Ensign  Nelson,  chased  six  of 
die  rebel  cavalry.  Yesterday  afternoon,  as  the  Eureka  got  within  thirty  yards 
of  tho  shore,  just  below  Urbanna,  where  I  had  sent  her  to  capture  two  boats 
hauled  np  there,  a  large  number  of  rebels,  lying  in  ambush,  most  unexpectedly 
opened  on  her  with  rides  and  a  piece  of  light  artillery.  Thus  taken  by  surprise, 
Acting  Ensign  Halleck  displayed  admirable  presence  of  mind,  and  I  think  not 
Bore  than  five  seconds  had  elapsed  before  he  returned  the  fire  from  his  light 
12-ponnder  and  with  small  arms ;  and  although  the  little  Eureka,  with  officers 
and  men,  has  but  sixteen  souls  on  board,  for  some  ten  minutes  (during  which 
tune  the  fight  lasted)  she  was  one  sheet  of  fiame,  the  12pounder  being  fired  as 
fitft  as  a  man  would  discharge  a  pocket  pistol. 

The  rebels  were  well  thnished,  and  1  think  must  have  suffered  considerably. 
Tkey  fortunately  fired  too  high,  so  that  their  shells  and  bullets  passed  over  the 
Eureka  without  injury  to  the  vessel  or  crew.  It  was  quite  a  gallant  affair,  and 
reflecte  a  great  deal  of  credit  upon  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Eureka,  a  list  of 
whom  I  herewith  enclose. 

This  morning,  observing  a  party  of  eighteen  men  at  a  distance  of  about  two 
miles  from  this  ship,  with  muskets  slung  over  their  backs,  crawling  on  their 
hands  and  knees  to  get  a  shot  at  some  of  our  men  then  on  shore,  I  directed  a 
shell  to  be  thrown  at  them  from  a  100-pounder  Parrott  gun,  which  struck  and 
exploded  right  in  their  midst,  killing  and  wounding  a  large  number  of  them,  as 
only  four  were  seen  after  the  explosion,  who  were,  as  might  be  supposed,  run- 
ning inland  at  the  top  of  their  speed. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Eastman,  who  had  the  detailing  of  the  various  expe- 
d'tions,  well  sustained,  in  the  peiformance  of  this  duty,  the  reputation  he  had 
alreaily  acquired  as  an  officer  of  marked  energy  and  ability. 

I  have  it  from  the  bcjst  authority  th.at  the  rebels  have  placed  torpedoes  in  the 
Rappahannock  just  above  Bohler's  Hocks,  where  this  flotilla  was  anchored,  off 
Fort  Lowry,  off  Brooks's  barn,  opposite  the  first  house  above  Leedstown,  and 
at  Layton's,  somewhat  higher  up.  All  these  are  on  the  port  hand  going  up  ; 
others  are  said  to  be  placed  at  various  points  in  the  river  from  Fort  Lowry  to 
Fredericksburg.  They  have  also  been  placed  in  the  Piankiitank  river  and  in 
many  of  the  creeks  emptying  into  the  Chesapeake  bay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXIIALL  A.  PARKER, 
Comniandcrj  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Hon.GiDBON  Wkllks, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavi/. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  TWO  THOUSAND  BirSHELS  OF  GRAIN. 

United  Statks  Stramrr  Ella, 
Potomac  Flotilla,  May  3,  1 864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that  on  the  27th  ultimo 
Acting  Master  Hill,  commanding  the  United  States  steamer  Gunituck, succeeded 
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Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to 
Acdng  Master  Hill,  commaii 
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Ml  from  Point  Lookout,  will  endeavor  to  capture  tbem  to-nigbt.  The 
panisiila,  between  tbe  Rappahannock  and  Piankatank  rivers,  is  a  gneriUa 
aamtt  which  I  would  effectusJlv  break  up  bad  I  one  hundred  marines. 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  GiDRON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Gunboats  sent  to  Fredericksburg, 
[Telegram.] 

St.  Marv'8,  May,  1864. 

Iliave  sent  the  Freeborn,  Fuchsia,  and  Yankee  to  Fredericksburg,  under 

ind   of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker,  agreeably  to  orders  of 

ae     rtment.     In  anticipation  of  this  service,  I  have  been  for  the  last  week 

nng  torpedo-fenders  for  the  Fuchsia  and  Freeborn,  which  I  trust  will 

ct  them  from  injury.     The  Yankee  is  ordered  to  bring  up  the  rear,  and 

^chsia,  which  will  be  in  the  advance,  will  drag  a  grapnel  astern  of  her, 

r  is  a  very  careful  officer,  but  the  service  is  a  very  hazardous  one,  as 

lion  lately  received  from  the  Rappahannock  leads  me  to  believe  thai 

are  torpedoes  off  Urbanna,  Union  Wharf,  Bohler's  Rocks,  Circus  Point, 

]       Lowry,  Tappahannock  Leeds,  five  miles  below  Port  Royal,  and  at  Port 

)     al.     If  a  body  of  troops  were  sent  from  Fred^cksburg,  on  the  south  bank 

5  river,  to  meet  our  advancing  vessels,  I  think  it  would  be  well. 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER,  Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Picking  up  rebel  torpedoes. 
[Telegram.] 

St.  Mary's,  Maj/ 12,  1864. 

The  gunboats  in   the   Rappahannock   have  exploded   several    torpedoes; 
ffeked  up  four  safely  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  are  working  on. 

F.  A.  PARKER. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


EXPEDITION  AGAINST  REBELS  NEAB  URBANNA. 

United  States  Steamer  Ella, 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  May  16, 1864. 

BiR:  Information  having  reached  me  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant 
dMl  a  party  of  rebels  in  the  vicinity  of  Urbanna  were  engaged  in  placing  torpe* 
in  the  Rappahannock  and   Piankatank  rivers,  I  determined   to   attack 
without  delay,  and  for  this  purpose  asked  army  co-operation  of  Colonel 
r,  commanding  at  Point  Lookout  who  not  only  furnished  three  hundred 
(eolored)  and  fifteen  cavalry,  but  took  command  of  them  in  persou. 
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in  destroying  two  thonsand  bnshels  of  graiu  which  waa  in  process  of  transpor- 
tation to  Richmond.  , 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander^  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


EXPEDITION  TO  CARTER'S  CREEK. 

United  States  Steamer  Ella, 
Potomac  Flotilla,  Ma    3,1864. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that  on  the  29th  ultimo  an 
expedition,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker,  waa 
sent  to  Carter's  creek,  and  succeeded  in  destroying  eleven  boats  and  canoes,  a 
large  quantity  of  grain,  and  a  number  of  log-huts,  said  to  have  been  used  aa 
baiTacks  by  the  rebel  soldiers.  In  approaching  these  Acting  Master  Street,  who 
had  charge  of  the  landing  party,  consisting  of  twenty-five  seamen,  fell  in  with 
a  company  of  rebel  cavalry,  who,  doubtless,  mistaking  his  force  for  the  advance 
guard  of  a  much  larger  one,  put  spurs  to  their  horses  and  fled.  Contrabands 
report  that  they  had  previously  destroyed  a  large  number  of  commissary  stores 
provided  for  their  subsistence. 

Lieutenant  Hooker  seems  to  have  well  planned  the  expedition,  and  Acting 
Master  Street  displayed  boldness  and  decision  in  carrying  it  out. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Hon.  Gideon  .Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK  RIVER. 

Rebels  planting  torpedoes  in  Butler*t  Hole,  ifc, 

[Telegram.  ] 

St.  Mary's,  May  11,  1864. 

The  Freeborn  broke  her  piston-follower  last  night  on  her  way  to  the  Rap- 
pahannock, and  had  to  be  towed  back  to  this  place.  I  have  ju^t  returned 
from  consultation  with  Lieutenant  Hooker ;  have  directed  him  to  proceed  to 
Bohler's  Rocks,  a  few  miles  below  Tappahannock,  and  thence  to  communicate  to 
me  all  the  information  he  can  procure  about  the  torpedoes  in  the  Rappahannock. 
Am  quite  sure  he  can  get  to  Bohler's  Rocks  without  injury.  I  am  preparing  tor- 
pedo-catchers for  all  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla,  and  shall  be  ready  to  go  to 
Fredericksburg  whenever  necessity  may  require. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Babcock  sent  word  to  me  last  night  from  York  river 
that  the  rebels  would  endeavor  to  place  torpedoes  in  Butler's  Hole,  the  rendez- 
vous during  the  day  of  the  vessels  blockading  the  Rappahannock.  I  think  I 
know  where  the  men  engaged  in  this  business  live,  and  if  I  can  get  anny  co- 
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opention  horn  Point  Lookout,  will  endeavor  to  capture  them  to-night.  The 
penhiBalay  between  the  Rappahannock  and  Piankatank  rivers,  is  a  guerilla 
lUHUity  which  I  would  effectually  break  up  had  I  one  hundred  marines. 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 

(Jommanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  GiDRON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Gunboats  sent  to  Fredericksburg, 
[Telegram.] 

St.  Mary's,  May^  1864. 

I  have  sent  the  Freeborn,  Fuchsia,  and  Yankee  to  Fredericksburg,  under 
command  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker,  agreeably  to  orders  of 
the  department.  In  anticipation  of  this  service,  I  have  been  for  the  last  week 
peparing  torpedo-fenders  for  the  Fuchsia  and  Freeborn,  which  I  trust  will 
jHDtect  them  from  injury.  The  Yankee  is  ordered  to  bring  up  the  rear,  and 
the  Fuchsia,  which  will  be  in  the  advance,  will  drag  a  grapnel  astern  of  her. 
Hooker  is  a  very  careful  officer,  but  the  service  is  a  very  haaardous  one,  as 
iofbrmation  lately  received  from  the  Rappahannock  leads  me  to  believe  that 
there  are  torpedoes  off  Urbanna,  Union  Wharf,  Bohler's  Rocks,  Circus  Point, 
Fort  Lowry,  Tappahannock  Leeds,  five  miles  below  Port  Royal,  and  at  Port 
Royal.  If  a  body  of  troops  were  sent  from  Fred^icksburg,  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  river,  to  meet  our  advancing  vessels,  I  think  it  would  be  well. 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER,  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Picking  up  rebel  torpedoes, 
[Telegram.] 

St.  Mary's,  Ma^  12,  1864. 

The  gunboats  in   the   Rappahannock   have   exploded   several    torpedoes; 
picked  up  four  safely  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  are  working  on. 

F.  A.  PARKER. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


EXPEDITION  AGAINST  REBELS  NEAR  URBANNA. 

United  States  Steamer  Ella, 

NaryYardt  Washington^  May  16, 1864. 

Sir:  Information  having  reached  me  on  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  instant 
that  a  party  of  rebels  in  the  vicinity  of  Urbanna  were  engaged  in  placing  torpe* 
does  in  the  Rappahannock  and  Piankatank  rivers,  I  determined  to  attack 
them  without  delay,  and  for  this  purpose  asked  army  co-operation  of  Colonel 
Dimper,  commanding  at  Point  Lookout  who  not  only  furnished  three  hundred 
Infintry  (colored)  and  fifteen  cavalry,  but  took  command  of  them  in  persou. 
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This  force,  with  the  addition  of  a  howitzer  and  thirty-five  seamen,  under  the 
command  of  Acting  Master  Street,  scoured  the  peninsula  between  the  Rappa- 
hannock and  Piankatank,  and  Mobjack  bay,  from  the  morning  of  the  12th  to 
the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  while  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker,  during 
this  time,  with  the  boats  of  the  Yankee,  Currituck,  and  Fuchsia,  swept  for 
torpedoes  in  the  rivers  and  creeks.  The  result  is,  that  eleven  of  the  rebels 
were  killed,  including  their  leader,  Acting  Master  Max^irell,  ten  taken  prisoners, 
and  a  large  number  wounded ;  a  grist-mill,  with  an  immense  quantity  of  grain, 
burned,  thirty  boats  destroyed,  many  mules  and  beeves  brought  off,  four  torpe- 
does exploded,  and  six  taken  up,  and  four  kegs  of  powder  captured. 
Of  our  soldiers,  one  was  killed  and  five  wounded. 

Colonel  Draper  speaks  in  high  terms  of  Acting  Master  Street,  and  the  seamen 
who  accompanied  him  on  shore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Poiomat:  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


RAPPAHANNOCK  RIVER  IS  CLEARED  AND  PATROLLED. 

[Telegram  ] 

Fredericksburg,  May  19,  1864. 

Here  all  right  at  2  p.  m.    The  river  is  clear  and  patrolled. 

E.  HOOKER,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  Ist  Division,  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ARRIVAL  OF  ACTING  VOLUNTEER  LIEUT.  HOOKER  AT  FREDERICKSBURG. 

[Telegram.] 

St.  Mary's,  May  19,  1864. 

Hooker  has  reached  Fredericksburg  without  injury  to  vessel  or  men.  I 
think  the  river  perfectly  safe  for  transports,  as  it  is  patrolled  by  gunboats,  and 
especially  if  the  army  guard  the  south  side  from  Fredericksburg  to  Port  Royal. 

F.  A.  PARKER,  Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


CONVOYING  ARMY  TRANSPORTS  UP  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

[Telegram] 

St.  Mary's,  May  20,  1864. 

Your  telegraphic  order  with  regard  to  convoying  transporta  up  the  Rappt- 
bannock  river  has  been  received  and  obeyed. 

F.  A.  PARKER* 
Commanding  Potomac  FMUtu 
Hon.  Gideon  Wrllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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DBSCRIPriON  OF  THE  REBEL  TORPEDOES  IN  THE  RAPPAHANNOCK. 

United  States  Steamer  Kino  Philip, 

BlaJcistane  Island t  May  21,  1864. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  of  Lieutenant 
Commander  Eastman,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  the  torpedoes  lately 
removed  from  the  Rappahannock  river,  and  the  manner  of  using  them,  as  de- 
monstrated hy  the  explosion  of  one  of  them  in  the  St.  Mary's  river,  on  the  18th 
instant,  by  my  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Matthew  Basser, 

31ay  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  report  the  following  experience  in  the  use 
of  a  torpedo,  taken  from  the  rebels  in  the  Rappahannock  river  : 

The  torpedo  is  a  cylindrical  tin  vessel,  with  a  second  small  cylinder  at  the 
top,  and  with  three  apertures ;  one  on  the  side  and  bottom  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  the  powder,  which  apertures  are  afterwards  closed  with  a  gutta- 
percha wad,  and  on  the  wad  outside  is  a  covering  of  beeswax  and  tallow. 

The  other  aperture  is  at  the  top,  and  is  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  friction 

r'mer,  which  is  put  in  first,  and  the  aperture  then  made  water-tight  by  filling 
with  beeswax  and  tallow  mixed. 

The  friction  primer  is  attached  to  the  end  of  a  wire,  which  citends  from  the 
outside  to  the  centre  of  the  vessel,  so  that  the  primer  lays  in  the  middle  of  the 
powder  always. 

To  prevent  the  primer  from  having  any  lateral  motion,  three  wires  are  sol- 
dered on  to  the  sides  of  the  vessel,  and  join  in  the  middle  nearly,  so  that  the 
primer  may  pass  through  their  bent  ends  without  danger  of  catching  or 
moriog. 

•The  small  cylinder  at  the  top  of  the  torpedo  is  covered  with  a  tin  cap,  so  as 
to  hold  the  pulling  line  and  prevent  it  from  being  touched  until  the  torpedo  is 
sank,  at  which  time  the  cap  is  removed  and  the  line  led  out  to  the  shore. 

The  torpedo  holds  about  fifty  pounds  of  fine  priming  powder,  and  I  enclose 
herewith  a  diagram  showing  dimensions,  &c. 

After  informing  myself  thoroughly  as  to  the  manner  of  using  this  new 
weapon  (by  carofuUy  opening  one)  I  exploded  another  in  the  following  manner: 

Having  attached  a  sinking  weight  to  the  two  handles,  which  are  on  the  sides, 
I  palled  with  a  small  boat  into  the  channel,  and  then  ran  my  line  ashore,  and 
after  this  was  done  I  carefully  removed  the  tin  cap  and  lowered  the  torpedo. 
In  three  fathoms  water. 

The  boat  was  then  pulled  ashore,  and  the  line  pulled  from  about  fifty  yards 
back  in  the  bushes,  when,  without  any  noise,  a  column  of  water  sixty  feet  high 
and  five  feet  in  diameter  was  thrown  up.  and,  covering  the  woods  with  sprays, 
felU  sending  a  circular  wave,  about  one  foot  high,  to  the  surrounding  shores. 

The  appearanee  was  grand,  and  if  a  ship  was  directly  over  one  of  these  tor- 
pedoes she  would  in  all  probability  be  sunk ;  but  if  alongside  (except  re- 
eeiTing  a  quantity  of  water  on  deck)  I  do  not  believe  she  would  be  injured. 
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With  the  information  gained,  I  feel  confident  to  use  the  remaining  torpedoes 
against  the  rebels,  whenever  it  is  required  of  ns. 
Respectfully, 

T.  H.  EASTMAN. 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy, 

Commander  Foxhall  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 


RAPPAHANNOCK  RIVER  OPENED  FROM   FREDERICKSBURG  TO    ITS 

MOUTH. 

United  States  Steamer  Ella, 
Navy  Yard,  Washington,  May  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  department  that  the  Yankee,  Fuchsia, 
and  Bell  reached  Fredericksburg  on  the  19th  instant,  since  which  time  the  Rap- 
pahannock river  has  been  open  for  transports  from  its  mouth. 

As  the  gunboats  were  compelled  to  ascend  the  river,  by  my  instructions,  with 
their  torpedo  fenders  down,  and  to  send  flanking  parties  ashore,  and  boats 
ahead  (to  sweep  for  torpedoes)  in  the  narrow  and  snallow  parts  of  it,  their  pro- 
gress was  necessarily  slow,  but  they  had  the  satisfaction  of  reaching  Fredericks- 
burg without  the  loss  of  a  man  ;  the  only  injury  sustained  being  the  breaking 
of  five  buckets  of  the  Yankee's  starboard  wheel  by  striking  a  rock. 

So  impressed  were  the  rebels  with  oar  operations  on  the  12th  and  13th 
instant,  as  detailed  in  my  report  of  the  16th  instant,  (No.  89,)  that,  according 
to  the  statement  of  refugees,  they  immediately  thereafter,  to  prevent  their  fall- 
ing into  our  hands,  either  exploded  or  removed  all  the  torpedoes  which  they 
had  placed  in  the  river  above  Bohler's  Rocks. 

In  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker,  commanding  first  division,  Potomac 
flotilla,  who  conducted  the  advance  to  Fredericksburg,  the  government  pOBsesses 
a  most  valuable  officer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A-  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  PoUmuic  Flotilla, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


PORT  ROYAL,  VIRGINIA.  EVACUATED. 

[Telegram.  ] 

Port  Royal,  Virginia,  May  30,  1864. 

Port  Royal  has  been  evacuated  by  the  army.  I  am  about  moving  down  the 
river  with  General  Abercrombie,  protecting  the  rear  of,  and  convoying,  the  trans- 
ports. 

F.  A.  PARKER 
Commanding  Potomac  FhiSla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy* 
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[Telegp:«m.  ] 

St.  Mary's,  June  2,  1864. 

I  have  juflt  arrived  from  Port  Royal,  wliich  was  evacuated  last  evening.    All 
the  transports  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Rappahannock  in  safety. 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  GiDRON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


CONTRABANDS  TAKING  REFUGE  ON  VESSELS  OF  THE  FLOTILLA. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Read, 

St.  Mary's  River,  June  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  in  the  Rappahannock 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  contrabands  (men,  women,  and  children)  took  refuge  on 
iKMurd  the  vessels  of  this  flotilla,  who  were  landed  at  Point  Lookout,  Maryland. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomcfc  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  WRECK  OF  THE  LTrtTED  STATES  STEAMER  SAT- 
ELLITE. 

Letter  of  Commander  Parker,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Commander 

Eastman. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Read, 

Port  Royal,  Virginia,  May  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  just  received 
from  Lieutenant  Commander  Eastman. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  T.  H.  Eastman. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Read, 
.  Port  Royal,  Virginia,  May  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  examined  the  wreck  of  tlnj  United  States 
Bteamer  Satellite,  and  report  her  Jis  entirely  destroyed,  except  her  buiier,  which 
traa  in  a  good  condition,  and  it  was  evident,  from  its  position  on  the  side  of  the 
▼eflsei,  that  the  rebels  had  been  at  wt)rk  getting  it  ashore,  and  were  prevented 
firom  Bacceeding  by  your  advance  division  of  gunboats. 
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As  it  was  not  practicable  to  bring  it  away,  I  placed  in  it  one  of  the  torpedoes 
captured  from  the  rebels,  containing  fifty  pounds  of  powder,  and  exploded  it 
successfully,  tearing  the  boiler  into  strips,  and  breaking  up  what  remained  of 
the  wreck. 

I  also  brought  off  sixty  fathoms  of  a  heavy  iron  cable,  and  an  an*chor  weigh- 
ing one  thousand  pounds,  which,  I  think,  the  rebels  intended  to  stretch  across 
the  channel,  as  one  end  of  the  cable  was  fast  to  a  heavy  spile  near  the  shore. 
Respectfully, 

T.  H.  EASTMAN, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
Commander  Foxhall  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 


EXPEDITION  TO  THE  NORTHERN  NECK  OF  VIRGINIA. 
Letter  of  Commander  Parker,  transmitting  letter  of  Colond  A,  G,  Draper, 

United  States  Steamer  Ella,  Potomac  Flotilla, 

June  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  haire  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  department  a  copy  of  a  letter  just 
received  from  Colonel  A.  G.  Draper,  in  reference  to  the  co-operation  of  the 
flotilla  with  the  forces  under  his  command,  in  their  late  expedition  to  the  north- 
em  neck  of  Virginia,  and  to  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahaimock,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Rappahannock.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker  is  the  "  senior  officer 
present"  spoken  of  by  Colonel  Draper. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

tiecrctary  of  the  Navy, 


Letter  from  Colonel  A,  G,  Draper  to  Commander  F,  A.  Parker. 

Headquarters  St.  Mary's  District, 

Point  Lookout  J  Maryland^  June  22»  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  signal  services  rendered  by  the 
flotilla  under  your  command,  in  the  recent  expedition  to  Virginia  by  the  com- 
bined naval  and  army  forces,  the  army  portion  of  which  was  under  my  command. 

The  very  important  assistance  rendered  by  the  flotilla,  and  the  cheemil  co-oper- 
ation of  all  the  officers  of  the  different  vessels,  require  more  than  an  ordinary  ac- 
knowledgment from  me ;  for,  not  content  with  performing  the  usual  service  of  naval 
vessels  in  similar  circumstances,  they  allowed  their  gunboats  to  be  used  for  the 
transportation  of  captured  property  which  could  not  be  put  upon  the  transports, 
thereby  subjecting  themselves  to  great  inconvenience  and  annoyance.  Denying 
themselves  needful  rest  and  sleep,  they  labored  night  and  day,  assisting  in  the 
embarkation  of  captured  property,  and  aiding  the  army  in  every  possible  way. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  overestimate  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  by 
the  gunboats,  in  covering  our  different  landings,  and  in  shelling  the  en^tiy,  who 
frequently  threatened  to  attack  the  land  forces  during  the  difficult  opemtSon  of 
embarkirg. 
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Mj  thaokB  are  especiallj  due  to  the  senior  naval  officer  present,  for  his  coor- 
imjt  fthoughtfiilness,  and  constant  co-operation. 

Aeoepty  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  profound  regard,  and  permit  me  to  remain, 
with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALONZO  G.  DRAPER, 
CoIotUI  U,  S.  Colored  Troops,  Commanding  DUtrict, 

GoouDander  Foxhall  A.  Parkeb, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


GUXBOATS  SENT  UP  GUNPOWDER  RIVER,  &c.— DESTRUCTION  OF  GUN- 
POWDER BRIDGE. 

[Telegram.] 

Washington  Navy  Yard,  July  11,  1864. 

The  Currituck  has  reached  Havre  de  Grace ;  Teaser,  Gunpowder  bridge ; 
Fuchua*  Bush  bridge. 

F.  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  United  State*  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Washington  Navy  Yard,  July  11,  18G4. 

The  Bibb  has  left  for  Gunpowder  river. 

F.  A.  PARKER,  Commander. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegrttiu.  ] 

Washington  Navy  Yard,  Jtdy  16, 1864. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Teaser  reports  that  when  he  reached 
Gnnpowder  river,  on  Monday  last,  he  found  the  bridge  in  flames.  Not  being 
able  to  get  to  the  bridge,  he  sent  two  armed  boats'  crews  to  it,  who  landed,  but 
found  no  enemv. 

F.  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  United  Slates  Navy 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

^cretary  of  the  Navy, 


ENGAGEMENT  AT  THE  MOUTH  OF  YEOCOMICO  RIVER. 

United  States  Steamer  Don,  Potomac  Flotilla, 

September  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  On  the  night  of  the  16th  instant  one  of  the  boats  of  the  United  States 
Btenner  Currituck,  while  in  search  of  blockade  runners,  at  the  mouth  of  Yeo- 
ccmiieo  river,  was  fired  into  from  shore.     William  King,  captain  of  hold,  was 
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instantly  killed,  and  George  H.  McNeil,  landsman,  severely  wounded.  The 
fire  was  promptly  returned  from  the  boats  and  the  Currituck,  and  Acting  En- 
sign Nelson,  who  commanded  the  boat,  reports  that  a  shell  exploded  in  the 
midst  of  the  shore  party. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  BOATS  OPPOSITE  CHARLES  COUNTY,  MARYLAND. 

United  States  Steamer  Don,  Potomac  Flotilla, 

September  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  depart- 
ment of  ih'e   Jst  instant,  I  have  destroyed  seventeen   boats  on  the  Vh-ginia 
shore,  opposite  Charles  county,  Maryland.     A  company  of  cavalry  destroyed  all 
boats  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  river  some  ten  days  ago. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wellrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


EXPEDITION  TO  CAPTURE  A  COMPANY  OF  REBEL  CAVALRY. 

Letter  of  Commander  Parker,  transmitting  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  LieU' 

tenant  Hooker. 

United  States  Steamer  Don,  Potomac  Flotilla, 

Ocfober  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  duplicate  rc^port  just 
received  from  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hooker,  the  original,  which  he  says 
he  forwarded  to  me  in  July  last,  not  having  reached  me. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla* 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Edward  Hooker. 

United  States  Steamer  Commodore  Rbad, 

Wicomico  River,  Virginia,  July  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  A  day  or  two  ago  I  received  information  that  a  company  of  gacrOla 
cavalry  was  about  being  formed  in  the  lower  part  of  the  neck  Dctween  the 
Rappahannock  and  Potomac  rivers.  Having  learned  the  names  of  some  of  the 
citizens  engaged  in  the  movement,  I  last  night  sent  an  expedition  of  ferty-fiye 
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and  four  officers,  tinder  the  command  of  Acting  Master  Street,  to  try  and 
Gttptare  some  of  them.  This  party  was  taken  into  Dividing  creek  hy  the  Free- 
boffB  md  Bell,  with  orders  to  land  the  men  at  early  daylight,  to  join  me  in  the 
Grraal  Wicomico,  the  distance  across  being  about  six  miles.  The  landing  was 
made  at  10  p.  m.  The  Freeborn,  however,  unfortunately  disabling  her  rudder 
in  leaving  the  creek,  and  heme  obliged  to  anchor  off  the  bar,  by  which  accident 
Uie  arrival  of  the  Bell  was  delayed.  With  the  Read  and  Fuchsia  I  proceeded 
to  the  Wicomico  river,  where  I  landed  twenty  men,  under  Acting  Fnsign 
Shoxtleff,  to  co-operate  with  the  detachment  from  below,  should  they  need 
aasistance. 

The  expedition  was  not  as  successful  in  captures  as  I  had  hoped  it  would  be. 
It  however,  have  Thomas  Bell,  a  captain  in  the  confederate  army,  and  the  same 
man  who  murdered  a  cavalry  officer  when  Kilpatrick's  forces  were  in  this  region, ' 
abont  a  year  and  a  half  ago ;  also  his  young  brother,  a  lieutenant  in  the  guerilla 
company. 

Toe  expedition  arrived  in  safety  on  the  banks  of  Mill  creek,  at  which  place 
I  was  to  take  them  off;  my  boats  from  below  not  having  arrived,  the  embarka- 
tion was  made  more  difficult.  While  embarking  the  men,  two  of  the  Fuch- 
■ia'a  men,  Dennis  Murphy,  quartermaster,  and  John  Loyd,  seaman,  stole  away 
from  the  party  and  secreted  themselves  in  some  place,  taking  their  arms  with 
them.  As  soon  as  missed,  a  party  was  sent  in  search  of  them,  and  while  search- 
ing, three  of  the  party  were  intercepted  by  a  cavalry  force  of  about  twenty  men, 
and  two  of  the  number,  Simon  Teiivillager,  coal-heaver,  and  Joseph  Willet, 
Luidsman,  both  from  the  Fuchsia,  were  captured,  they  being  completely  sur- 
prised in  doing  so. 

The  cavalry  company  forming  now  numbers,  I  am  informed,  one  hundred 
men,  and  as  many  more  (it  is  said)  will  be  added  soon.  As  yet  they  have  no 
thorough  organization,  but  are  being  formed  by  a  Captain  Ewbank,  of  the  regu- 
lar confederate  cavalry. 

At  10  a.  m.  the  remainder  of  the  party  were  embarked  safely,  and  soon  after, 
the  cavalry  coming  within  range  of  our  guns,  I  dispersed  them  with  my  100- 
ponnder  rifle,  throwing  several  shells  into  their  midst,  but  with  what  effect  I  am 
unable  to  suy.  Subsequently  Captain  Ewbank,  under  flag  of  truce,  offered  to 
exchango  two  of  the  sailors  for  the  officers  in  my  hands,  man  for  man,  an  offer 
which  I  at  once  declined. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  HOOKER, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  United  iStates  Navy, 

Commander  F.  A.  Parkkr, 

Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


DISPERSION  OF  REBEL  SOLDIERS  ON  THE  WICOMICO  AND  RIPPAHANNOCK 

RIVERS. 

Umtei)  States  Steamer  Don,  Potomac  Flotilla, 

October  28.  1864. 

Sir:  The  houses  on  Fleet's  Point,  in  the  Great  Wicomico  river,  Virginia, 
having  been  frequently  used  as  a  shelter  by  the  home  guards  of  Northumber- 
land county,  from  which  to  Are  upo[i  the  boats  of  the  blockading  vetfr^els,  and 
two  volleys  of  mu:»ketry  having  come  from  thence  only  a  week  ago  at  some 
officers  belonging  to  the  Commodore  Read,  while  engaged  in  fishing,  I  landed 
a  small  force  there  on  the  2Ca\\  instant  and  burned  the  houses,  (three  in  num- 
ber) to  the  ground,  with  their  bams  and  out-buildings. 

40  N 
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On  the  26tli  and  27tli  instant  I  made  a  reconnoissance  of  the  Rappahannock 
to  within  a  few  miles  of  Port  Rojal.  On  the  26th  a  hoat  belonging  to  this 
vessel  was  fired  upon,  and  on  the  27th  several  ballets  from  the  heights  above 
Rappahannock  struck  the  Yankee.  In  each  instance  a  few  shell  put  the  assail- 
ants to  flight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER, 
Commander,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs,  • 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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SINKING  OF  THE  ALABAMA.-CAPTURE  OF  THE 

GEORGIA  AND  FLORIDA. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  ALABAMA  BY  THE  KEARSARGE. 

Report  of  Captain  John  A,   Winslow. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Cherbourg t  France y  June  19  ^.  m.,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that  the  day  subsequent  to 
the  arrival  of  the  Kearsarge  off  this  port,  on  the  24th  instant,  I  received  a 
note  from  Captain  Semmes,  begging  that  the  Kearsarge  would  not  depart,  as 
he  intended  to  fight  her,  and  would  delaj  her  but  a  day  or  two. 

According  to  this  notice,  the  Alabama  left  the  port  of  Cherbourg  this  morning 
at  about  9.30  o'clock.  At  10.20  a.  m.  we  discovered  her  steering  towards  us. 
Fearing  the  question  of  jurisdiction  might  arise,  we  steamed  to  sea  until  a  dis- 
tance of  six  or  seven  miles  was  attained  from  the  Cherbourg  breikwater,  when 
we  rounded  to  and  commenced  steaming  for  the  Alabama. 

As  we  approached  her,  within  about  twelve  hundred  yards  she  opened  fire, 
we  receiving  two  or  three  broadsides  before  a  shot  was  returned.  The  action 
continued,  the  rci^pcctive  steamers  making  a  circle  round  and  round  at  a  distance 
of  about  nine  hundred  yards  from  each  other.  At  the  expiration  of  an  hour 
the  Alabama  struck,  going  down  in  about  twenty  minutes  afterwards,  carrying 
many  persons  with  her. 

It  affords  me  great  gratification  to  announce  to  the  department  that  every 
officer  and  man  did  their  duty,  exhibiting  a  degree  of  coolness  and  fortitude 
which  gave  promij*e  at  the  outset  of  certain  victory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  casualties, 

Umted  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Cherbourg,  France,  June  20,  18^4. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon's  report  of  the  casualties  on  board  this 
Teasel  in  the  late  action  witli  the  Alabama. 

Although  we  receiv(?d  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  shots,  twelve  or  thirteen 
taking  effect  in  the  hull,  by  the  mercy  of  God  we  have  been  spared  the  loss 
of  any  one  life,  whereas  in  the  case  of  the  Alabama  the  carnage,  I  learn,  was 
dreadful. 

The  ships  were  about  equal  in  match,  the  tonnage  being  the  same.  The 
Alabama  carrying  one  100  pounder  rifle,  with  one  heavy  68-pounder,  and  six 
broadside  32-])ounders.  The  Kearsarge  carrying  four  broadside  32-pounder8, 
two  11 -inch,  and  one  28-pounder  rifle — one  gun  less  than  the  Alabama. 

The  only  shot  which  I  fear  will  give  us  any  trouble  is  one  lOO-pound  rifle, 
which  entered  our  stem-post,  and  remains  at  present  unexploded. 

It  would  seem  almost  invidious  to  particularize  the  conduct  of  any  one  men 
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or  officer  in  wbich  mil  had  done  their  dntj  with  a  fortitude  and  coolness  which 
cannot  be  too  highly  piaised,  but  I  feel  it  dae  to  my  execotiTe  officer.  Lieuten- 
ant Commander  ThoTnton«  who  superintended  the  working  of  the  batteiTt  to 
particularly  mention  him  for  an  example  of  coolness  and  encouragement  of  the 
men  while  fighting,  which  contributed  much  towards  the  success  of  the  action. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnllT,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WIXSLOW,  Capiaim. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wbllbs. 

Secrciartf  of  the  Kavy^  WoMkimgUm^  D.  C 


UpriTBD  Statbs  Stbambr  Kbarsargb, 

Cherbomrgf  France,  afttrmaomy  Jume  19,  1864. 

8lB :  I  repor    die  following  casualties  resulting  from  the  engagement  this 
morning  with  the  steamer  Alabama : 

John  W.  Dempsey,  quarter-gunner,  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  right 
arm,  lower  third,  and  forearm.     Arm  amputated. 

William  Gowin,  ordinary  seaman,  compound  fracture  of  left  thigh  and  leg. 
Seriously  wounded. 

James  MacHbth,  ordinary  seaman,  compound  fracture  of  left  1^.     Seriously 
wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  M.  BROWNE, 

Surgeon,  United  States  Aary. 
Captain  John  A.  Wixslow, 

Com'dg  U.  S.  Steamer  Kearsarge,  Cherhomrg. 


Congratulatory  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  Dbpabtmbxt,  July  6,  1864* 

Sir  :  Your  very  brief  despatches  of  the  19th  and  20th  ultimo,  informing  the 
department  that  the  piratical  craft  Alabama,  or  *'  290,"  had  been  sunk  on  the  19th 
of  June,  near  meridian,  by  the  Kearsarge,  under  your  command,  were  this  day 
received.  I  congratulate  you  on  your  good  fortune  in  meeting  this  vessel,  which 
had  so  long  avoided  the  fastest  ships,  and  some  of  the  mo^t  vigilant  and  intelli- 
gent officen«  of  the  service ;  and  for  the  ability  displayed  in  this  combat  yon 
have  the  thanks  of  the  department. 

You  will  please  express  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Kearsarge  the  satia^ 
faction  of  the  government  at  the  victory  over  a  vessel  superior  in  tonnage^  eu- 
perior  in  number  of  guns,  and  superior  in  the  number  of  her  crew.  The  battle 
was  so  brief,  the  victory  so  decisive,  and  the  comparative  results  so  striking, 
that  the  country  will  be  reminded  of  the  brilliant  actions  of  our  in&nt  navy, 
which  have  been  repeated  and  illustrated  in  tbb  engagement 

The  Alabama  represented  the  best  maritime  effort  of  the  most  skilled  £n^ 
lish  workshops,  tier  battery  was  composed  of  the  well-tried  32-pounder8  of 
fifty-seven  hundred  weight,  of  the  famous  68-pounder  of  the  British  navy,  and 
of  the  only  successful  rifled  100- pounder  yet  pnxluced  in  England.  The  crew 
were  generally  recruited  in  Great  Britain,  and  many  of  them  received  anperior 
training  on  boanl  her  Majesty's  gunnery  ship,  the  Excellent 

The  Kearsarge  is  one  of  the  first  gunboats  built  at  our  navy  yarda  at  tlie 
commencement  of  the  rebeUiouy  and  lacks  the  improvemeata  of  mtMrrli  aow 
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under  constraction.  The  principal  guns  composing  her  batterj  had  never  been 
prerionsly  tried  in  an  exclusivelj  naval  engagement,  yet  in  one  hour  yon  suc- 
ceeded in  sinking  your  antagonist,  thus  fully  ending  her  predatory  career,  and 
Uned  many  of  her  crew,  without  injury  to  the  Kearsarge  or  the  loss  of  a  single 
Kfe  on  your  vessel.  Our  countrymen  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  that  in  this,  as 
in  every  naval  action  of  this  unhappy  war,  neither  the  ships,  the  guns,  nor  the 
crew  have  been  deteriorated,  but  that  they  maintain  the  abilities,  and  continue 
the  renown,  which  ever  adorned  our  naval  annals. 

The  President  has  signified  his  intention*  to  recommend  that  you  receive  a 
▼ote  of  thanks,  in  order  that  you  may  be  advanced  to  the  grade  of  commodore. 

Lieutenant  Commander  James  S.  Thornton,  the  executive  officer  of  the 
Kearsarge,  will  be  recommended  to  the  Senate  for  advancement  ten  numbers  in 
his  grade,  and  you  will  report  to  the  department  the  names  of  any  others  of  the 
officers  or  crew  whose  good  conduct  on  the  occasion  entitles  them  to  especial 
mention. 

Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Kavy. 

Captain  John. A.  Winslow,  U.  S.  N., 

ConCdg  U.  S,  Steamer  Keanarge,  Cherbourg,  France. 


Report  of  the  executive  officer  and  others  of  the  Kearsarge. 

Umtbd  States  Stbambr  Krarsarob, 

Cherbourg,  Prance,  June  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  reports  of  the  executive  officer, 
chief  engineer,  boatswain,  and  gunner  of  this  vessel,  with  a  copy  of  log-book 
containing  minutes  of  the  action. 

I  fully  coincide  in  the  recommendations  of  the  executive  officer,  and  such 
art  deserve  special  reference  to  will  be  subject  of  future  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WIM3L0W,  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington. 


United  States  Steamer  Kearsarob, 

Port  of  Cherbourg,  June  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  reports  of  the  damage  sustained 
in  the  different  departments  of  this  vessel  during  the  recent  action  with  the 
Alabama. 

In  connexion  with  this  engagement,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you 
officially  that  the  conduct  of  both  men  and  officers  equalled  in  every  respect  my 
most  sanguine  expectations.  In  the  gun  divisions  the  utmost  coolness  prevailed 
throughout  the  action;  the  details  of  the  manual  of  exercise  being  as  carefully 
attended  to  as  if  in  ordinary  exercise,  and  to  this  cause  may  be  attributed  the 
excellent  condition  of  the  guns  and  gear  after  a  rapid  firing  of  an  hour's  dura- 
tion. The  powder  division  received  my  particular  attention,  and  important  ser- 
vice was  promptly  and  thoroughly  rendered.  The  circumstances  under  which 
the  battle  was  fought  afforded  no  opportunity  of  displaying  special  acts  of  indi- 
vidual heroism ;  but,  while  every  man  and  boy  in  the  ship  displayed  the  utmost 
eoolness,  zeal,  and  courage,  there  were  some  who,  by  their  position  and  peculiar 
dn&Sf  attracted  special  attention  and  deserve  special  mention. 
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The  marines  fought  the  rifle  gnn  upon  the  topgallant  forecastle,  nnder  the 
charge  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Charles  H.  Danforth.  The  action  on  our  part 
was  commenced  hj  this  gnn,  and  its  fire  was  rapid  and  effective  throughout. 
Tbe  high  reputation  of  their  service  was  noblj  sustained  bj  the  marine  guard 
of  this  ship.  The  boatswain,  James  C.  Walton,  was  obserrably  active  and 
efficient.  Gunner  F.  A.  Graham's  duties  were  all  performed  efficiently,  and  merit 
commendation.  The  carpenter's  mate,  3Iark  G.  Ham,  is  well  known  to  you, 
sir,  as  a  faithful  and  competent  man.  His  conduct  in  the  battle  was  distin- 
guished by  the  cool  and  intelligent  performance  of  his  duties.  It  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  officers  commanding  the  gun  or  master's 
divisions,  as  their  duty  was  performed  under  your  own  eye.  I  am  happy  to 
commend  Acting  blaster's  Mate  Ezra  Bartlett,  in  charge  of  the  shell  supply,  for 
his  coolness  and  efficiency. 

In  the  surgeon's  department  every  arrangement  that  experience  or  humanity 
could  suggest  was  made  for  the  comfort  of  the  wounded. 

Fortunately  we  have  but  three  of  our  own  crew  in  that  condition ;  but  after 
the  action,  the  wounded  of  the  enemy,  numbering  fifteen  persons,  were  consigned 
to  the  care  of  Surgeon  J.  M.  Browne,  who  was  entirely  without  professional 
assistance*.  The  duties  of  his  department  were  thereby  rendered  extremely 
arduous,  but  were  coolly  and  successfully  performed. 

William  Gowin,  ordinary  seaman,  was  severely  wounded  by  the  explosion  of  a 
shell,  lie  dragged  himself  to  the  forward  hatch,  refusing  to  allow  the  men  to  leave 
his  gun  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  him.  His  cheerful  willingness  to  sacrifice  his 
life  for  victoiy's  sake  was  expressed  in  terms  that  animated  and  encouraged 
others.  John  W.  Dempsey,  quarter-gunner,  wounded  at  the  same  time,  losing 
an  arm,  displayed  similar  heroism.  James  McBeth,  ordinary  seaman,  another  of 
the  wounded  men,  displayed  both  courage  and  patience.  All  the  men  on  the  sick 
list  voluntarily  went  to  their  quarters  and  rendered  such  service  as  they  were 
able  to  perfonn. 

The  engineer's  division  was  admirably  and  efficiently  conducted,  under  the 
command  of  Chief  Engineer  W.  H.  Gushman.  Sidney  L.  Smith  and  Henry 
McCounell,  third  assistant  engineers,  were  stationed  on  d^'ck,  and  their  conduct 
came  immediately  under  my  observation.  It  was  distinguished  by  coolness  and 
vigilance.  The  otihjr  assisUints,  Mr.  W.  U.  Badlam  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Miller,  were 
on  duty  in  the  engine  and  five  rooms,  and,  judging  from  the  prompt  manner  in 
which  the  orders  from  the  deck  were  executed,  1  know  that  their  duties  were 
crediUibly  performed.  The  ship  is  indebted  to  Paymaster  J.  A.  Smith  for 
efficient  service  during  the  action.  His  clerk,  Mr.  D.  B.  Sargent,  performed  his 
duty  on  deck  in  the  third  division.  The  orderly  sergeant,  C.  T.  Young,  the 
mastcr-at-anns,  Jason  R.  Watrous,  also  deserve  special  mention  for  admirable 
performance  of  their  duty.  I  will  hand  to  you  the  names  of  those  men  specially 
mentioned  by  divisional  officers  as  soon  as  I  receive  them. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  let  me  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  plan  of  battle» 
and  compliment  you  on  the  skill  and  judgment  displayed  in  its  execution. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  S.  THORNTON, 
Lieutenant  Commander  and  Executive  Officer* 

John  A.  Winslow,  Captain, 

Commanding  U.  S,  Steamer  Kearsarge, 


United  States  Steamer  Kbarsarob, 

Cherhourg,  June  21,  1864. 

Sra :   I  respectfully  report  that  the  only  injury  received  in  the  engine 
department  during  our  engagement  with  the  Alabama  on  the  19th  instant 
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}  the  BiQoke-pipe,  wliieli  was  perforated  throngh  both  sections  by  a  100- 
I  riflo  shell,  which  exploded  as  it  waa  (Wreiing  through,  tearing  out  a 
«d  hole  of  about  three  feet  iq  diameter,  carrying  away  three  of  the  chain 
i;  and  to  the  top  of  engine-room  hatch,  which  wiie  cut  completely 
n^  and  acroaa  by  a  shell.  I  woald  further  report  that  all  the  aesistaat 
Been,  and  the  firemen  and  ooal-heavera,  behaved  with  perfect  coolaeaa,  and 
I  attentive  to  their  duty  through  the  action  (  and  that,  by  the  aeU-poHseBsion 
■ttendoD  of  Second  Aeeietaut  Engineer  Wm.  H.  Uadlam  in  the  manago- 
t  of  the  engioee.  Third  Aagistant  Engineer  Fred.  L.  Miller,  in  charge  of  uie 
■a,  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Sidney  L.  Smith,  on  deck,  at  the  fire  and 
wUtx  hose,  and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Henry  UcGonnell,  at  the  engine 
itbell,  the  efficiency  of  the  engine  department  is  to  be  attributed.  I  would 
mention  First-class  Fireman  Joseph  Dugan  for  his  coolness  and  corape- 
y  in  assisting  Mr.  Miller  in  fire-room;  First-class  Firemen,  Jerry  Young, 
.  Smith,  Benjamin  H.  Blaisdall,  Wm.  H.  UonneOy,  in  assisting  Mr.  Bad- 
Jk  charge  of  the  engines ;  and  First-class  Fireman  True  W.  Friest,  for 
"iS  and  attention  ia  charge  of  the  after  fire-hose  during  the  alarm  of  fire 


^Ctioi 


Very  respectfully, 

WM.  H.  CUSHMAN, 

iptain  JoH.\  A.  WiNSLow.  U.  S,  N,,  CommandtAg. 

^F  Umteo  States  Steamier  Ebarsabub, 

^  Cherbourg,  June  20,  1S64. 

r;  I  rc-spcctfully  submit  to  you  a  statement  of  injuries  sustained  by  tho 
«d  States  steamer  Kearsarge  in  her  hull,  sails,  ligging,  &c.,  during  our 
engagement  with  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama  on  the  19th  instant,  off  this 

hufl.  One  shot  in  starboard  gangway ;  cut  chain  and  bruised  plank.  One 
under  waist  gun;  cut  chain  and  exploded,  cutting  outside  planking.  Duo 
under  starboard  main  channels ;  cut  off  chain-plate,  going  through  and 

iding.     One  3  2 -pounder  solid  shot;  entered  forward  of  forward  pivot  port; 

lodged  inside,  crushing  water-ways.     One  lOQ-ponnder  rifle  sbell ;  lodged 

9m-post.     One  shell  through  top  of  Uio  engine-house.     One  shell  through 

netting,  abreast  main  rigging.  One  shot  and  two  shells  through  port  net- 
forward  iif  mizzen  rigging.     One  shell  through  smoke-stack,  exploding 

e  stack.     Two  shots  through  tafroil.     On  shot  through  netting,  forward  of 

en  rigging  on  starboard  side. 
tai/s.    Spanker  badly  torn  by  shell. 
rigging.    Fore-topmast  backstay  cut  away.     One  shroud  in  main  rigging 

way.     Ont^  screw  in  port  main  rigging.     Starlxiard  main<topmast  backstay 

Hray.     AO.er  shroud,  starboard  side  of  the  muin>topmnst  rigging.     Star- 

UiHfWr  of  mizKen  ri^ng.     One  screw  in  port  main  rigging.     One  plate 

Bf^atd  main  channels. 

wit.     Third  cutter,  one  shot  through  bottom;    starboard  gunwale  shot 

r    Gig,  badly  shattered. 

M  apare  are  all  in  good  order. 

Bespcctfully, 

J.  C.  WALTON,  Boatiivain. 

i^TnORNTOS, 

ulenanl  Cam'dr  and  Executive  Offi-cer. 

'■^  riiota  and  shells  vbicb  Btrnck  the  ahip  in  Tukma  plaoea,  Sd. 
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United  States  Steamer  Kearsarob, 

Cherhourg,  June  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  expenditure  of  ord- 
nance stores  on  <board  of  this  ship  during  the  engagemeat  with  the  rebel 
steamer  Alabama  on  19th  instant : 

65  15-pound  service  charges;  65  11-inch  5Hiecond  shell;  60  6*poiind  Bet- 
vice  charges;  18  32-ponnder  5-second  shell;  42  SS-pound  solid  shot;  48 
2|^pound  service  charges,  rifle ;  48  rifle  percussion  shell ;  100  firiction  primers ; 
240  percussion  primers. 

Fixed  ammunition  Jar  hoot  howilzer :  9  shrapnelly  Bormann  fiuied ;  1  can- 
ister. 

Recapitulation, 

Duration  of  action,  65  minutes. 

No.  of  rounds  11-inch 65 

No.  of  rounds  33-pounder 60 

No.  of  rounds  30-pounder  rifle 48 

No.  of  rounds  12-pounder  howitzer 10 

Total 173 

Very  respectfully, 

FRANKLIN  A.  GRAHAM, 
Gunner  United  States  Steamship  Kearsarge. 
Jas.  S.  Thornton, 

Lieutenant  ConCdr  and  Executive  Officer, 


Extract  Jrom  log-hook. 

Moderate  breeze  from  the  westward.  Weather  be.  At  10  inspected  crew 
at  quarters.  At  10.20  discovered  the  Alabama  steaming  out  from  the  port  of 
Cherbourg,  accompanied  by  a  French  iron-clad  steamer,  and  a  fore-and-aft 
rigged  steamer,  showing  the  white  English  ensign  and  a  yacht  flag.  Beat  to 
general  quarters  and  cleared  the  ship  for  action.  Steamed  ahead,  standing  off 
shore.  At  10.50,  being  distant  from  the  land  about  two  leagues,  altered  our 
course  and  approached  the  Alabama.* 

At  10.57  the  Alabama  commenced  the  action  with  her  starboard  broadside  at 
1,000  yards  range.  At  11  we  returned  her  fire  and  came  fairly  into  action, 
which  wo  continued  until  meridian,  when,  observing  signs  of  distress  in  the 
enemy,  toother  with  a  cessation  of  her  fire,  our  fire  was  withheld.  At  12.10 
a  boat  with  an  officer  from  the  Alabama  came  alongside  and  surrendered  his 
vessel,  with  the  information  that  she  was  rapidly  sinkine,  and  a  request  for 
assistance.  Sent  the  launch  and  second  cutter,  the  other  boats  beine  disabled 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  The  English  yacht,  before  mentioned,  ooming 
within  hail,  was  requested  by  the  captain  to  render  assistance  in  saving  the 
lives  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  surrendered  vessel.  At  12Ji^4  the  AkJbama 
went  down  in  forty  fathoms  water,  leaving  most  of  her  crew  straggling  in  the 
water.  Seventy  persons  were  rescued  by  the  boats.  Two  pilot-boats  and  the 
yacht  also  assisted.  One  pilot-boat  came  alongside  of  us,  but  the  other  returned 
to  the  port.  The  Eudish  yacht  steamed  rapidly  awav  to  the  northward,  with- 
out reporting  the  number  of  our  prboners  she  had  picRed  up.  Hoisted  up  our 
boats  and  thi-ee  of  the  enemy's  cutters.    Repaired  the  rigging  temporarily. 

^  •!  French  pilot,  and  steamed  away  to  Cherbourg.  At  3.10  let  go  to  the 
hor  in  seven  fathoms  water,  and  veered  to  thirty  fcthnnMi  chaia* 
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Additional  particulars, — Conduct  of  the  Deerhound, 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Cherbourg,  France,  June  21, 1864. 

Bib  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  report  that  towards  the  close  of  the  action  between 
the  Alabama  and  this  vessel  all  available  sail  was  made  on  the  former  for  the 
pnrpoM  of  again  reaching  Cherbourg.  When  the  object  was  ap[>arent,  the 
Kearsarge  was  steered  across  the  bow  of  the  Alabama  for  a  raking  fire,  bnt 
bdore  reaching  this  point  the  Alabama  struck.  Uncertain  whether  Captain 
Semmes  was  not  using  some  ruse,  the  Kearsarge  was  stopped.  It  was  seen 
diortly  afterwards  that  the  Alabama  was  lowering  her  boats,  and  an  officer 
came  alongside  in  one  of  them  to  saj  that  thej  had  surrendered  and  were  fast 
anking,  and  begging  that  boats  would  be  despatched  immediately  for  saving 
of  life.  The  two  boats  not  disabled  were  at  once  lowered,  and,  as  it  was  ap- 
parent the  Alabama  was  settling,  this  officer  was  permitted  to  leave  in  his  boat 
to  afford  assistance.  An  £nglish  yacht,  the  Deerhound,  had  approached  near 
the  Kearsarge  at  this  time,  when  I  hailed  and  begged  the  commander  to  run 
down  to  the  Alabama,  as  she  was  fast  sinking,  and  we  had  but  two  boats,  and 
assist  in  picking  up  the  men.  He  answered  affirmatively,  and  steamed  towards 
the  Alabama,  but  the  latter  sank  almost  immediately.  The  Deerhound,  how- 
ever, sent  her  boats  and  was  actively  engaged,  aided  by  several  others,  which 
Iiad  come  from  shore.  These  boats  were  busy  in  bringing  the  wounded  and 
others  to  the  Kearsarge,  whom  we  were  trying  to  make  as  comfortable  as  pos- 
sible, when  it  was  reported  to  mo  that  the  Deerhound  was  moving  off.  I  could 
not  believe  that  the  commander  of  that  vessel  could  be  guilty  of  so  disgraceful 
an  act  as  taking  our  prisoners  off,  and  therefore  took  no  means  to  prevent  it, 
but  continued  to  keep  our  boats  at  work  rescuing  the  men  in  the  water.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  I  was  mistaken ;  the  Deerhound  made  off  with  Captain 
Semmes  and  others,  and  also  the  very  officer  who  bad  come  on  board  to  surren- 
der. I  learnt  subsequently  that  the  Deerhound  was  a  consort  of  the  Alabama, 
and  that  she  received  on  board  all  the  valuable  personal  effects  of  Captain 
Semmes  the  night  before  the  engagement. 

I  have  flbe  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Prisoners  of  the  Alabama  paroled. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Cherbourg,  France,  June  21,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  number  of  prisoners  brought  on 
board  the  Kearsarge  belonging  to  the  Alabama  was  seventy — six  officers  and 
flixty-four  men.  One  officer  (carpenter)  and  two  men  dying  and  seventeen 
wonnded  are  included  in  this  number.  As  we  have  very  -contracted  accommo- 
diUions  for  our  own  crew  without  increase,  it  became  indispensable  to  send  these 
prisoners  on  shore,  and  their  parole  was  taken,  with  exception  of  the  doctor, 
non-combatant,  who  was  put  on  parole  that  he  might  attend  to  his  wounded. 
The  officers  were  held  as  prisoners  of  war.  1  learn  that  these  officers  with  six 
men  were  carried  on  shore  at  Cherbourg  by  pilot-boats,  bnt  of  the  number  who 
XMched  England  in  the  Deerhound  1  have  no  reliable  accounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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1,  J.  D.  Wilson,  late  lieutenant  on  board  the  Alabama,  captored  in  the  action 
off  Cherbourg  by  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1864,  do  solemnly  affirm  my  sacred  word  of  honor  that  I  will  not  bear  arms 
against,  or  otherwise  operate  against  the  interests  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  in  any  manner  whatsoever  until  I  shall  have  been  regularly  ex- 
changed. 

Signed  and  given  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge.  July  13, 1864. 

JOSEPH  D.  WILSON, 


Witness :  S.  E.  Hartwell, 

Captain^s  Clerk, 


Lieutenant,  C.  S.  Navy. 


United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

June  19,  1864. 

We,  the  undersigned,  officers  of  the  late  (so-called)  Confederate  States  steamer 
Alabama,  now  prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge^ 
do  hereby  pledge  our  sacred  word  of  honor  not  to  engage  in  arms  or  otherwise 
employ  ourselves  against  the  interests  of  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America  until  we  shall  be  regularly  exchanged. 

FRANCIS  L.  GALT,  Surgeon,  C.  S.  Navy, 
and  late  Acting  Paymaster  of  C  S.  S.  Alabanuu 
In  presence  of  J.  Adams  Smith, 

Paymaster,  U,  S.  N 


United  States  Ship  Kbarsabob, 
Port  of  Cherbourg,  France,  June  19,  1864. 

We,  the  seamen  and  others,  lately  belonging  to  the  steamer  Alabama,  and 
captured  in  the  action  between  that  vessel  and  the  United  States  steamer  Kear- 
sarge, off  this  port,  on  the  19th  day  of  June,  1864,  now  prisoners  of  war,  do 
hereby  solemnly  pledge  our  sacred  word  of  honor  not  to  engs^e  in  arms  against, 
or  otherwise  employ  ourselves  against  the  interest  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  of  America  until  we  shall  be  regularly  exchanged  : 

William  Clarke,  seaman ;  William  McKenzie,  cockswain ;  James  Broderick* 
cockswain :  William  Forrestall,  Quartermaster ;  John  Emery,  ordinary  seaman ; 
William  Wilson,  cockswain ;  Eaward  Bawes,  master-at-arms ;  Henry  Tockerv 
officers'  cook ;  David  Leggett,  seaman ;  Frank  Gurrian,  1st  class  fireman ; 
Henry  Godson,  ordinary  seaman ;  Samuel  Henry,  seaman ;  John  Horrigan,  Ist 
class  fireman ;  Edgar  Tripp,  ordinary  seaman ;  David  Williams,  ordinary  sea* 
man ;  Richard  Parkinson,  officers'  steward ;  William  Barnes,  auarter-ffonner ; 
George  Freemantle,  quartermaster;  John  Bussell,  seaman;  Henry  Hestake, 
ordinary  seaman ;  Thomas  Watson,  ordinary  seaman ;  John  Johnson,  ordinary 
seaman;  John  Smith,  seaman;  Henry  McCoy,  seaman;  Thomas  Parker,  boy; 
James  Ochure,  seaman ;  Edwin  Burrell,  seaman ;  James  Higgs,  seaman ;  Pat- 
rick Bradley,  fireman ;  Match  Mudick,  ordinary  seaman ;  William  Miller,  ordi- 
nary seaman ;  John  Benson,  coal-heaver ;  Joseph  Pnison,  coal-heaver ;  James 
Maguire,  coal-heaver ;  John  Casen,  seaman ;  Henry  Higgin,  seaman ;  Frank 
Hamonds,  seaman ;  Nicholas  Adams,  landsman ;  Michael  Shields,  seaman ;  Peter 
Laperty,  2d  class  fireman ;  G<3orge  Conroy,  ordinary  seaman ;  David  TharetGD^ 
seaman ;  Thomas  Brandon,  ordinary  seaman ;  Bichard  Evans,  ordinary  seaman } 
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Potter,  2d  class  fireman ;  John  Wilson,  boj;  James  Clemens,  yeoman ; 
George  Peasej,  seaman ;  John  Biley,  fireman ;  Henry  Yates,  seaman ,  Jamea 
Wihon,  boy. 
In  presence  of — 

J.  Adams  Smith, 

Paymaster,  U.  S,  N. 
John  M.  Browns, 

Smrgeon,  U,  S,  N. 


Petty  Officers  and  Seamen  especially  mentioned. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Cherbourg,  France,  June  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  men 
wboy  daring  the  engagement  of  the  Alabama  and  Kearsarge,  exhibited  marked 
coolness  and  good  conduct,  and  for  such  have  been  recommended  by  the 
divisional  commanders  as  deserving  special  reference  to. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  report  that  William  Smith,  quartermaster,  was 
captain  of  the  11-inch  gun,  which,  according  to  the  rebel  accounts,  did  such 
execution  that  a  reward  was  offered  by  Captain  Scmmes  to  silence  his  gun. 
Smith  is  well  worthy,  both  from  education  and  otherwise,  to  the  appointment 
of  a  master's  mate. 

John  F.  Bickford,  who,  during  the  engagement  and  from  long  example  and 
good  conduct,  and  also  education,  is  entitled  to  this  reward. 

Both  of  these  men  are  so  highly  spoken  of  by  the  officers,  that  it  is  but  their 
due  that  my  report  should  refer  in  a  special  manner  to  them. 

I  have  the  honoi^to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain.     . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. 

P.  S.— T  omitted  to  state  that  the  carpenter's  mate  of  this  vessel,  Mark  G. 
Ham,  of  Portsmouth,  is  most  particularly  recommended  for  promotion  by  the 
executive  officer,  lie  is,  in  my  opinion,  fully  entitled  to  it  from  his  conduct  in 
tbe  action,  but  not  more  than  from  his  faithful  and  ever- willing  performance  of 
datv  during  the  cmiKc. 

James  Haley,  captain  forocantle ;  John  F.  Bickford,  captain  top ;  Charles  A* 
Bead,  cockswain  ;  William  8mitli,  ((uartcrmastcr ;  William  Bond,  boatswain's 
mate ;  Charles  Moore,  seaman ;  George  Harrison,  seaman  ;  Thomas  Perry, 
boatswain's  mate  ;  John  Hayes,  cockswain ;  George  E.  Read,  seaman ;  Robert 
Stialian,  captain  top ;  James  H.  I^ee,  seaman ;  Joachim  Pease,  colored,  seaman  ; 
WiUiam  B.  Poole,  quartermaster ;  Michael  Aheam,  paymaster's  steward ;  Mark 
G.  Ham,  carpenter's  mate. 


Prisoners  landed  at  Cherbourg  under  parol. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

Cherbourg,  France^  July  5,  1864. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  list  comprising  the  names  of 
priMoeni  from  the  Alabama,  landed  at  Cherbourg  under  parol  not  to  serve 
against  the  United  States. 
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The  Alabama  brought  into  Cherbourg  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  forty-nine 
in  nnmber,  all  told. 

It  'is  supposed  that  she  received  an  addition,  as  several  officers  and  others 
were  arredted  by  the  police  of  Cherbourg  endeavoring  to  evade  the  laws  by 
joining  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Wklles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


United  States  Steamer  Kearsaroe, 

Port  of  Cherbourg t  France t  June  19,  1864. 

We,  the  wounded  prisoners  of  war,  late  seamen,  and  others  on  board  the 
Alabama,  captured  in  the  action  off  Cherbourg  by  the  United  States  steamer 
Kearsargc,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1864,  do  solemnly  affirm,  upon  our  sacred 
word  of  honor,  that  We  will  not  bear  arms  against,  or  otherwise  operate  against 
the  interest  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  in  any  manner  whatsoever 
until  we  shall  have  been  regularly  exchanged. 


Names. 
Thomas  x  Winter,  second-class  fireman. 

Jacob  X  Yorbor,  seaman. 

John  X  Neat,  seaman. 

Robert  x  Wright,  captain  maintop. 

William  x  McGinley,  cockswain, 

William  x  McGuire,  captain  foretop. 

Martin  x  ^Eling,  first-class  fireman. 

Samuel  x  Williams,  first-class  fireman. 

Peter  x  Hughes,  boatswain's  mate. 

Robert  x  Devine,  ordinary  seaman. 


Witneeses. 

J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster. 
John  M.  Browne,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster. 
John  M.  Browne,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster. 
John  V.  Browne,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster. 
John  M.  Browne,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster. 
John  M.  Browne,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymastec 
John  M.  Browne,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster. 
John  M.  Browne,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster. 
John  M.  Browqe,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster. 
John  M.  Browne,  surgeon. 
J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaater, 
John  M.  Browne,  surgeon. 


Death  of  William  Gowin,  Seaman* 

United  States  Steamer  Kbarsarob, 

Cherbourg,  France,  July  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  certificate  of  death  of  William  Gowin« 
one  of  the  wounded  in  the  late  action  of  this  ship  with  the  Alabama. 

He  was  a  brave  and  gallant  sailor,  and  by  his  cheerfalneas,  when  laffiBriiig 
under  a  most  excruciating  wound,  afforded  a  most  eneoomging  example* 
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When  the  cheer  was  heard  on  the  surrender  of  the  Alabama,  he  insisted  that 
the  doctor  should  go  up  and  join,  saying  he  would  be  willing  to  bear  a  dozea 
floch  wounds  to  hear  that  cheer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Letter  Jirom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  John  A.  Winslow. 

Navy  Department,  July  8,  1864. 

8lB :  The  department  will  recommend  to  Congress  to  appropriate  for  distri- 
hatum  on  board  the  Kearsarge  the  value  of  the  Alabama,  and  you  will  please 
■and  a  muster-roll  of  your  ship,  and  all  the  information  you  can  obtain  as  to 
ihe  armament  of  the  Alabama,  and  her  complement  of  officers  and  men. 

Ton  do  not  inform  the  department  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
yacht  Deerhound  was  permitted  to  act  as  a  tender  to  the  Alabama,  and  carry 
off  under  your  guns  the  pirate  captain  and  his  first  lieutenant  and  many  of  his 
ctew.  I  notice  by  the  last  mail  from  England  that  it  is  reported  you  have 
paroled  the  foreign  pirates  captured  on  board  the  Alabama ;  I  trust  you  have 
not  committed  this  error  of  judgment.  They  should  be  held  at  every  sacrifice, 
and  either  sent  home  in  the  St.  Louis  or  brought  here  by  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Captain  John  A.  Wlnslow, 

ConCdg  United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge,  Cherbourg,  France, 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary  rehitire  to  the  conduct  of  the  Deerhound 

and  the  paroling  of  the  itrisoners, 

Natv  Department,  July  12,  1864. 

Sir:  Tour  despatch  of  the  21st  ultimo  (No.  21)  is  received,  stating  your  ef- 
forts to  save  the  lives  of  the  survivors  of  the  Alabama,  after  the  battle  of  the 
19th  of  June,  and  af^cr  the  formal  surrender  and  destruction  of  that  vessel. 
Tour  efforts  in  the  cause  of  humanity  in  striving  to  rescue  these  men.  most  of 
them  aliens,  who  have,  under  their  ignoble  leader — himself  a  deserter  from  our 
■enrice  and  a  traitor  to  our  flag — been  for  nearly  two  years  making  piratical 
war  on  unarmed  merchantmen,  are  rightly  appreciated. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  confidence  and  generous  sympathy  which  you 
exercised,  and  which  would  actuate  all  honorable  minds  under  similar  circum- 
stances, should  have  been  so  requited  and  abused  by  the  persons  on  board  the 
Deerhound,  an  English  vessel  of  the  royal  yacht  squadron. 

That  the  wretched  commander  of  the  sunken  corsair  should  have  resorted  to 
any  dishonorabie  means  to  ei^cape  after  his  surrender;  that  he  should  have 
thrown  overboard  the  sword  that  was  no  longer  his ;  that  before  encountering 
armed  antagonist  the  mercenary  rover  should  have  removed  the  chronome- 
ly  and  other  plunder  stolen  from  peaceful  commerce,  are  not  matters  of  sur- 

Efor  each  act  is  characteristic  of  one  who  has  been  false  to  his  country  and 
You  could  not  have  expected,  however,  that  gentlemen,  or  those  claiming 
gentlemen,  would,  on  such  an  occasion,  act  in  bad  faith,  and  that  having 
called  upon  or  permitted  to  assist  in  rescuing  persons  or  property  which 
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had  been  surrendered  to  you,  would  run  away  with  either.  It  is  now  evident 
that  your  confidence  in  the  Deerhound,  and  the  person^  connected  with  her,  was 
misplaced. 

The  department  commends  your  efforts  to  save  the  lives  of  drowning  men, 
although  they  had  been  engaged  in  robbing  and  destroying  the  property  of 
those  who  had  never  injured  them.  In  paroling  the  prisoners,  however,  you 
committed  a  grave  error. 

The  Alabama  was  an  English-built  vessel,  armed  and  manned  by  Englishmen; 
has  never  had  any  other  than  an  English  register;  has  never  sailed  under  any 
recognized  national  flag  since  she  left  the  shores  of  England ;  has  never  visited 
any  port  of  North  America,  and  her  career  of  devastation,  since  she  went  forth 
from  England,  is  one  that  does  not  entitle  those  of  her  crew  who  were  captured 
to  be  paroled.  This  department  expressly  disavows  that  act.  Extreme  cau- 
tion must  be  exercised  so  that  we  in  no  way  change  the  character  of  this  English- 
built  and  English-manned,  if  not  English-owned  vessel,  or  relieve  those  wlio 
may  be  implicated  in  sending  forth  this  robber  upon  the  seas  from  any  respoiw 
sibility  to  which  they  may  be  liable  for  the  outrages  she  has  committed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  John  A.  Winslow,  U.  S.  N., 

CortCdg  United,  States  Steamer  Kearsarge^  Cherbourg,  France, 


Report  of  the  paroling  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  D.  Wilson,  of  the  Alabama^ 

United  States  Strambr  Kbarsarob, 

Of  Dover,  July  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copies  of  two  communications. 
On  receipt  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  deeming  the  circumstances  war- 
ranted it,  I  paroled  Mr.  Wilson,  handing  to  him  the  note,  a  copy  of  which  is 
forwarded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Hon.  GiDRON  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C 


United  States  Steamer  Eearsarob, 

Off  Dover,  July  14,  1864, 

The  conduct  of  Joseph  D.  Wilson,  latis  lieutenant  on  board  the  Alabama,  baa 
been  so  honorable,  first  in  presenting  himself  on  board  the  Kearsaige  and  8IU^ 
rendering  himself,  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  gone  on  board  the  Deer> 
hound  and  gained  his  liberty  in  the  dishonorable  manner  which  others  had 
taken,  and  again  in  his  repudiation  of  the  means  pursued  by  those  who  obtained 
their  liberty  in  this  way,  and  his  deportment  while  a  prisoner  having  been  of 
the  same  honorable  standard,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Adams,  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  St.  James,  I  have  paroled  the  said  Wilson,  mod, 
feeling  a  full  confidence  and  trust  in  his  word  and  honor,  I  recommend  that  all 
privileges  that  can  be  given  a  prisoner  of  war  should  be  extended  to  biin,  be> 
lieving  fully  he  will  never  violate  any  obligation  which  he  pledges  hnuself  to 
fulfil 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  CapkMu 
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London,  July  13,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sib  :  Mr.  Wilson,  one  of  the  persons  taken  at  the  time  of  the  ac- 
tion with  the  Alabama,  and  now  a  prisoner  on  parole  in  your  ship,  has  called 
to  see  me  to  ask  a  word  from  me  to  you  in  favor  of  giving  him  his  liberty  on 
puole. 

I  decline  to  assume  any  authority  with  you  in  regard  to  the  disposition  yon 
tkink  proper  to  make  of  your  prisoners.  At  the  same  time  I  have  reason  to 
loppoee  that  this  young  gentleman  has  acted  honorably  in  this  business  by 
reeognizing  his  obligations,  and  therefore  I  should  regret  that  he  should  expe- 
no  more  liberal  treatment  in  return  than  one  who  disregarded  them  would 


Under  the  circumstances,  if  in  your  judgment  this  case,  for  any  reason  of  the 
lieftlth  of  the  person,  or  any  other  good  cause,  is  one  in  which  you  can  make 
exception,  haying  a  reliance  on  the  honor  of  the  individual  that  he  will  take 
improper  advantage  of  it,  I  will  very  cheerfully  concur  in  your  opinion,  and 
approve  your  act. 

I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

C.  F.  ADAMS. 


Explanatory  report  of  Captain  John  A.  Winslow. 

United  States  Steamer  Kearsarge, 

English  Channel,  July  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  latter  part  of  the  despatch  of  the  department  of  the  8th  instant  re- 
fers to  tlie  parole  of  the  prisoners  in  these  words :  "  It  is  reported  you  have  pa- 
roled the  foreign  pirates  captured  on  board  the  Alabama.  I  trust  you  have  not 
eommitted  this  error  of  judgment.  They  phould  be  held  at  every  sacrifice,  and 
Bent  home  in  the  St.  Louis  or  brought  here  by  yourself." 

I  beg  the  department  will  consider  the  circumstances  in  which  this  vessel 
placed  at  the  termination  of  the  action  with  the  Alabama.  The  berth  deck, 
eontracted  as  it  is,  with  insufficient  storage  for  our  own  men,  was  covered  with 
bedding  of  the  wounded,  the  quarter  deck  was  similarly  crowded,  and  the  for- 
ward part  of  the  ship  on  the  ppnr  dock  was  filled  with  prisoners  under  guard. 

The  ship  was  damaged  both  in  rigging  and  hull.  A  shot  had  entered  the 
stem-post,  raising  the  transom  frame,  and  binding  the  rudder  so  hard  as  to  re- 

2 aire  four  men  at  the  helm.  It  was  therefore  important  that  an  examination 
bonld  be  made  ot  the  damages  sustained.  On  our  arrival  at  Cherbourg  I  re- 
ceived information  from  our  consul  at  London  that  the  Florida  was  in  the 
Channel,  on  the  French  coast,  and  at  the  same  time  information  came  that  the 
Teddo  was  out,  and  the  Rappahannock  was  expected  to  follow;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  that  the  St.  Louis  had  sailed  for  Madeira. 

The  Kearsarge  had  been  acting  alone  and  independently  for  the  last  nine 
months,  and  I  was  not  aware  that  any  of  our  cruisers  had  been  ordered  in  the 
Cfaonncl.  It  beciiroe,  therefore*,  in  my  mind,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
Kearsarge  should  at  once  be  put  in  a  state  to  meet  these  vessels  and  protect 
our  commerce.  This  could  not  be  done  with  prisoners  on  board  equalling  the 
haif  of  our  crew,  and  the  room  occupied  by  the  wounded  taken  to  the  exclusion 
ofonrownmen;  to  have  kept  them  would  have  required  a  quarter  watch  as 
guards,  and  the  ship  would  have  been  wholly  ineffective  as  a  man  of  war  to 
meet  this  emergency  which  threatened. 

Uader  these  circumstances,  and  without  an  American  vessel  in  port  by  which 
anj  arrangement  could  be  made  for  transshipping  the  prisoners  outside,  I  felt  it 
mj  duty  to  parole  them. 
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A  report  appeared  in  the  papers  that  the  prisoners  were  paroled  contrary  to 
Mr.  Dayton's  instructions;  this  is  erroneous.    Communication  was  had  with  Ms. 
Dayton  on  the  subject  of  the  officers,  and  after  these  the  men  were  paroled. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  ike  Navy,  Waskfngtan,  D.  C, 


Captain  Winslow's  detailed  report  of  the  action. 

United  States  Steamer  Kbarsaroe, 

English  Channel,  July  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to   instructions  of  the  department,  t  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  supplementary  report  of  the  action  between  the  Kearsa: 
and  Alabama: 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  ultimo,  the  day  being  fine,  with  a  hazy  a^ 
mosphere,  wind  moderate  from  the  westward,  with  little  sea,  the  position  of  the 
Kearsarge  at  10  o'clock  was  near  the  buoy  which  marks  the  line  of  shoals  to 
the  eastward  of  Cherbourg,  and  distant  about  three  miles  from  the  easte 
entrance,  which  bore  to  the  southward  and  westward.    At  twenty  mmutes 
10  o'clock  the    Alabama  was  descried  coming  out  of  the  western  en     .n< 
accompanied    by  the  Gouronne  (iron-clad.)     I  had,  in  an  interview  wim  toQ 
admiral  at  Cherbourg,  assured  him  that,  in  the  event  of  an  action  occurring 
with  the  Alabama,  the  position  of  the  ships  should  be  so  far  off  shore  that 
questions  could  be  advanced  about  the  line  of  jurisdiction.     Accordingly, 
perfect  this  object,  and  with  the  double  purpose  of  drawing  the  Alabama  i 
far  off  shore  that,  if  disabled,  she  could  not  return,  I  directed  the  ship's 
seaward  and  cleared  for  action,  with  the  battery  pivoted  to  starboard.    £ 
attained  a  point  about  seven  miles  from  the  shore,  the  head  of  the  K<  i 

was  turned  short  around,  and  the  ship  steered  directlv  for  the  Ala) 
purpose  being  to  run  her  down,  or,  if  circumstances  did  not  warrant  ic,  to  a 
in  with  her. 

Hardly  had  the  Kearsarge  come  round  before  the  Alabama  sheered,  pr 
her  starboard  battery,  and  showed  her  engines.     On  approacl^ing  her  ac  j 
range  of  about  a  mile,  she  opened  her  full  broadside,  the  shot  cutting  soi 
our  rigging  and  going  over  and  alongside  of  us. 

Immediately  I  ordered  more  speed;  but  in  two  minutes  the  Alabama  lu 
loaded  and  again  fired  another  broadside,  and  following  it  with  a  third,  with< 
damaging  us  except  in  rigging. 

We  had  now  arrived  within  about  nine  hundred  yards  of  her,  and  1 1 
apprehensive  that  another  broadside — nearly  raking  as  it  was — would  pn 
disastrous.     Accordingly  I  ordered  the  Kearsarge  sheered,  and  opened  < 
Alabama.     The  position  of  the  vessels. was  now  broadside  and  broadside;  i 
it  was  soon  apparent  that  Captain  Semmes  did  not  seek  close  action.    I  he* 
then  fearful  lest,  after  some  fighting,  that  he  would  again  make  for  the  b\ 
To  defeat  this  I  determined  to  keep  full  speed  on,  and  with  a  port  helm  to  : 
under  the  stem  of  the  Alabama  and  rake  her,  if  he  did  not  prevent  it  by  sh 
ing  and  keeping  his  broadside  to  us.     He  adopted  this  mode  as  a  prevei 
and  as  a  consequence  the  Alabama  was  forced  with  a  full  head  of  steam  ii 
circular  track  auring  the  engagement. 

The  effect  of  this  manoeuvre  was  such  that,  at  the  last  of  the  i  ^ 

Alabama  would  have  made  off,  she  was  near  five  miles  £n      Jie  0ii<     ; 
had  the  action  continued  firom  the  first  in  parallel  lines,  with  i 
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jariBcliction  would  up  doubt  have  been  reached.     The  firing  of  the 

nom  the  first  was  rapid  and  wild ;  toward  the  close  of  the  action  her 

better.     Our  men,  who  had  been  cautioned  against  rapid  firing 

a     ct  aim,  were  much  more  deliberate ;  and  the  instructions  given  to 

neavy  guns  below  rather  than  above  the  water-line,  and  clear  the 

the  lighter  ones,  was  fully  observed. 

endeavored,  with  a  port  helm,  to  close  in  with  the*  Alabama  ;  but  it 

ttil  just  before  the  close  of  the  action  that  we  were  in  position  to  use 

xhis   was   avoided,  however,  by  her  surrender.     The   efibct   of  the 

rf  our  men  was  evident ;  nearly  every  shot  from  our  guns  was  telling 

on  the  Alabama,  and  on  the  seventh  rotation  on  the  circular  track  she 

letting  foretrysail  and  two  jibs,  with  head  in  shore.     Her  speed  was 

d,  and  by  winding  her  port  broadside  was  presented  to  us,  with  only 

oearing,  not  having  been  able,  as  I  learned  afterwards,  to  shift  over 

I  saw  now  that  bhe  was  at  our  mercy,  and  a  few  more  guns  well 

brought  down  her  flag.     I  was  unable  to  ascertain  whether  it  had  been 

.own  or  shot  away;  but  a  white  flag  having  been  displayed  over  the 

fire  was  reserved.     Two  minutes  had  not  more  than  elapsed  befoi-e 

I  opened  on  us  with  the  two  guns  on  the  port  side.     This  drew  our 

1,  and  the  Kearsargc  was  immediately  steamed  ahead  and  laid  across 

for  mking.     The  white  flag  was  still  flying,  and  our  fire  was  again 

Shortly  after  this  her  boats  were  seen  to  be  lowering,  and  an  officer 

them  came  alongside,  and  informed  us  the  ship  had  surrendered  and 

sinking.     In  twenty  minutes  from  this  time  the  Alabama  went  down, 

ist,  which  had  been  shot,  breaking  near  the  head  as  she  sunk,  and 

ig  high  out  of  the  water  as  her  stern  rapidly  settled. 

B  of  the  Alabama,  although  it  is  stated  she  discharged  three  hundred 

ty  or  more  shell  and  shot,  was  not  of  serious  damage  to  the  Kearsarge. 

uiirteen  or  fourteen  of  these  had  taken  effect  in  and  about  the  hull,  and 

^r  seventeen  about  the  masts  and  rigging.     The  casualties  were  small, 

persons  having  been  wounded  ;  yet  it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  that  so 

njnred,  considering  the  number  of  projectiles  that  came  aboard.    Two 

through  the  ports  in  which  the  thirty-twos  were  placed,  with  men 

»uiiioned  around  them,  one  taking  effect  in  the  hammock  netting  and 

going  through  the  port  on  the  opposite  side,  yet  no  one  was  hit,  the 

jfi  one  of  the  guns  being  only  knocked  down  by  the  wind  of  the  shot, 

ed. 

of  the  Kearsarge.  although  only  one  hundred  and  seventy  three 
8  iiad  been  discharged,  according  to  the  prisoners*  accounts,  was  terrific. 
alone  had  killed  and  wounded  eighteen  men  and  disabled  a  gun. 
nad  entered  the  coal-bunkers,  exploding,  and  completely  blocking  up 
.e-room ;  and  Captain  ISemmes  states  that  shot  and  shell  had  taken 
the  sides  of  his  vessel,  tearing  large  holes  by  explosion,  and  his  men 
«y where  knocked  down. 

casualties  in  the  Alabama  no  correct  account  can  be  given.     One 
uid  fifteen  persons  reached  the  shore,  either  in  England  or  France, 
action.     It  is  known  that   the  Alabama  carried  a  crew,  officers  and 
out  one  hundred  and  fifty  into  Cherbourg,  and  that  while  in  the 
I  ocean  her  complement  was  about  one  hundred  and   seventy  ;    but 
bad  reduced  this  complement.     The  prisoners  state  th.it  a  number  of 
on  board  at  Cherbourg,  and  the  night  before  the  action  boats  were 
and  fro,  and  in  the  morning  strange  men  were  seen,  who  were  sta- 
captains  of  the  guns.     Among  these  there  was  on(t  lieutenant  (Sin- 
joined  her  in  Cherbourg. 
Ui  had  been  Hvg  days  in  preparation.     She  had  taken  in  three 

ana  mty  tons  of  coal,  which  brought  her  down  in  the  water.     The 
41  If 
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Kearsarge  lia^  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  in;  but  as  an  offset  to  this,  her 
sheet  chains  were  stowed  outside,  stopped  up  and  down,  as  an  additional  pre- 
ventive and  protf'Ction  to  her  more  empty  bunkers. 

The  number  of  the  crew  of  tlie  Kearsarge,  including  officers  and  sick  men, 
was  one  hundred  and  sixty-three ;  and  her  battery  numbered  seven  guns — two 
11-inch,  one  30-pounder  rifle,  and  four  light  32-pounder  guns. 

The  battery  o£  the  Alabama  numbered  eight  guns — one  heavy  68,  of  nine 
thousand  pounds;  one  110-pounder  rifle;  and  six  heavy  32-pounder  guns. 

In  the  engagement  the  Ahibama  fought  seven  guns  and  the  Kearsarge  five, 
both  exercising  the  starboard  battery,  until  the  Alabama  winded,  using  then 
her  port  side  with  one  gun,  and  another  shifted  over. 

The  collateral  events  connected  with  this  action  have  already  been  laid  before 
the  department. 

I  enclose  a  diagram  showing  the  track  which  was  described  during  the  en- 
gagement by  the  rotary  course  of  the  vessels. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOIIN  A.  WINSLOW,  Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wash  in  gt  on,  D,  C, 


Arjnament  and  complement  of  the  Alabama. 

United  States  Steamkr  Kearsarge, 

English  Channel,  July  30,  1864. 

Sir:  The  despatch  of  the  department  of  the  8th  instant,  calling  for  informa- 
tion of  the  Alabama's  armament,  and  complement  of  officers  and  men,  and  also 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Deerhound,  has  been  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  department  that,  according  to  a  momorandom 
handed  to  me  by  American  captains  who  were  prisoners  in  the  Alabama,  that 
she  carried  into  Cherbourg  a  crew,  officere  and  men,  of  either  147  or  149  ;  hot 
what  number  joined  her  there  1  have  no  means  of  ascertaining. 

Several  persons  were  prevented  by  the  police  at  Cherbourg  from  going  on 
board ;  but  it  appears  that  Mr.  Sinclair  (lieutenant)  was  one  of  those  who  sue- 
ceeded  in  joining  her. 

The  rebel  officers  state  their  crew  (officers  and  men)  to  have  been  aboat 
150.  I  have  no  means  of  either  falsifying  or  verifying  these  statements  ;  bat  the 
American  captains  who  were  prisoners  report  that  13  men  had  been  left  at  one 
port,  and  4  at  another,  before  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Cherbourg,  and  her 
complement,  therefore,  when  filled,  was  about  170  all  told.  The  statement  of 
some  of  the  prisoners  is,  that  a  number  of  men  came  on  board  at  Cherbourg,  and 
the  night  before  the  action,  that  boats  were  going  to  and  fro  from  the  Alabama 
to  the  Deerhound,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  action  they  saw  strange  men  who 
were  made  captains  of  guns,  who  were  supposed  to  be  naval  reserve  men 
brought  in  the  Deerhound. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  19th  ultimo  I  informed  the  department  that  the 
battery  of  the  Alabama  consisted  of  one  100-pounder  rifled*  pivot,  one  heavy 
68-pounder,  (9,000  pounds,)  and  six  32-pojinder  guns. 

My  despatch  of  the  21st  ultimo  informed  the  department  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Deerhound  yacht,  her  gradual  edging  to  the  leeward,  leading  us  to 
suppose  she  was  seeking  men  who  were  drifting  in  the  current,  and  then  taking 
advantage  of  the  hazy  weather  to  make  off,  while  our  boats  were  out  busy  in 
rescuing  the  larger  part  of  the  prisoners  who  were  struggling  in  the  water. 


Since  found  to  be  110-poundcr. 
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It  was  my  mij?t.ako  at  tlio  momniit  that  I  could  not  rj'co;Tnizc?  an  enemy  who,. 
under  the  frarb  ot'a  friend,  was  aftbiding  assistance. 

I  am,  m'f  verv  reh«  peel  full  v,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  WIXSLOW,  Caj>faiu, 
Hon.  GiDKox  Wf.lles, 

Strrefary  of  Xart/,   WashiNgtoHy  D.  C. 


Ltefft  rjr/tfii  Stfristun  J.  j\I.  Broicjie  to  the  Clnvf  of  the  Bureait  (f  ^Icdicinc  and 

Surgvnj, 

United  States  Steamer  Keausarge, 

Deal  Roaih,  England,  Juhj  23,  18G4. 

DuAR  Sir:  I  deem  it  appropriate  to  acquaint  you  with  certain  details  apper- 
taining to  the  engagement  and  its  results  between  this  vessel  and  the  Alabama. 

The  gun's  crews  were  instructed  in  the  application  of  tourniquets  made  for  the 
occasion,  and  an  ample  supply  furnished  each  division.  Cots  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  wounded  were  in  convenient  positions,  yet  neither  were  brought  into 
use.  This  has  explanation  from  the  fact  that  the  wounded  refused  assistance 
from  their  comradet),  concealing  the  severity  of  injury,  and  one  (Gowin,  ordinary 
seaman,)  dragged  himself  from  the  after  pivot  gun  to  the  fore  hatch,  unwilling 
to  take  any  one  from  his  station.  While  I  should  ever  make  similar  prepara- 
tions on  the  eve  of  contest,  the  example  of  the  one  in  ([uestion  would  teach  me 
that,  nnder  the  excitement  of  battle,  littler  reliance  could  be  placed  ujion  the  ful- 
filment of  my  instructions.  This  vess(fl  is  exceedingly  deficient  in  provision  of 
ccMiveuicnced  for  wounded  men;  there  is  no  appropriate  place  for  the  perform- 
ance of  operations. 

Acting  upon  my  recommendation,  Lieutenant  Commander  Thornton,  executive 
officer,  caused  the  fore  hold  to  be  arranged  for  the  accommodation  of  six  wounded, 
after  the  application  of  temporary  dressings,  that  they  might  have  immunity 
from  the  exposure  subject(?d  to  while  upon  the  berth  deck. 

The  action  continued  for  eighteen  minutt;s  without  casualties.  Then  a  68- 
poand  Blakeloy  shell  passed  tlirough  the  starboard  bulwarks  below  main  rigging, 
exploded  upon  the  quart<;r-deck,  and  woundtul  three  of  the  crew  of  the  pivot 
;^D.  One,  William  (Jowin,  ordinary  seaman,  recr-ived  a  compound  fracture  of 
left  fomnr  at  lower  and  middle  third  and  tibia,  and  fibula  upper  third,  complicat- 
ing tbe  kneo  joint. 

No  fragments  of  shell  were  found  in  th(;  wounds.  The  hemorrhage  was  pro- 
fiue,  chiefly  venous.     Suitable  dressings  and  stimulants  were  emjiloyed. 

Another,  John  AV.  Dempsey,  (juarter  gunner,  had  conij)oimd  comminuted 
fracture  of  right  arm,  lower  third  and  elbow,  the  foriNirm  being  completely  lace- 
rated— a  shapeless  mass.  Arrangements  were  made  for  amputation  before  the 
clo«e  of  the  action,  but  its  unexpected  cessation  caused  the  performance  innne- 
diatcly  after.     Chloroform  was  administered  with  happy  results. 

The  ami  was  amputated  at  the  middle  third,  ufjper  border.  Thc^  third,  James 
McBeath,  ordinary  seaman,  received  a  compound  fracture  of  left  tibia,  upj>er 
third.     No  pieces  of  shell  were  found  in  the  wound. 

The  above  comprises  the  total  casualties.  It  is  certainly  surprising  that  the 
percentage  should  have  been  so  small,  considering  the  (exposure  and  number 
of  shot  received.  Probably  no  future  similar  combat  will  occasion  like  results. 
Shell  were  bursting  over  this  vessel  from  the  commencement  to  the  termination 
of  the  fight,  and  a  few  of  the  ship's  company  were  knocked  down  by  the  con- 
cossion  dgrived  from  a  passing  projectile. 

Owing  to  the  system  of  unshipping  bulwarks  at  pivot  guns,  a  considerable 
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epace  is  thereby  exempt  from  the  danger  arising  from  splinters.  The  Kearsarge 
iired  one  hundred  and  seventy -three  shot ;  the  Alabama,  about  twice  tlint  num- 
ber, her  firing  being  rapid  and  nearly  incessant  up  to  the  period  of  the  striking 
of  colors.  The  carnage  on  board  the  latter  is  reported  terrific ;  many  of  her 
crew  were  literally  torn  in  pieces  by  an  eleven-inch  shell ;  others  were  much 
mutilated  by  splinters.  By  a  merciful  Providence,  our  ship's  company  were 
spared  such  appalling  accidents. 

The  wounded  of  the  Alabama  were  brought  on  board  for  treatment. 
Those  whose  names  and  nature  of  injury  were  noted  are  borne  upon  a  list  ap- 
pended to  the  quarterly  report.  Others,  with  injuries  less  severe,  were  treated 
and  subsequently  went  on  shore  with  the  uninjured  paroled  crew. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Doctor  A.  Llewellyn  was  drowned.  The  surgeon,  F.  L. 
Gait,  (acting  paymaster,)  introduced  himself  while  I  was  engaged  in  the  ampu- 
tation and  proffered  his  assistance.  I  requested  he  would  assist  in  attending 
to  the  wounded  of  his  vessel ;  but  as  he  was  prostrated  by  excitement  and  fa- 
tigue, and  had  received  certain  contusions,  he  was  inadequate  for  the  duty.  I 
sent  him  to  my  room,  and,  without  other  professional  aid,  attended  to  all  the 
injured.     Surgeon  Gait  was  paroled  the  same  evening. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Kearsarge  at  Cherbourg,  owing  to  the  number  of 
wounded  and  the  want  of  proper  accommodation  on  board,  all  were  transferred 
to  the  Hospital  de  la  Marine,  by  permission  of  the  admiral  commanding  the  de- 
partment. It  is  extremely  fortunate  that  such  facilities  were  aflforded  to  the 
injured;  every  care  and  attention  were  bestowed  upon  the  unfortunates.  The 
skill  and  benevolence  displayed  by  Monsieur  Dufam,  surgeon-in-chief,  and  Mon- 
sieur Aubin,  surgeon  of  second  class,  and  provost  of  the  hospital,  claim  espe- 
cial commendation. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  his  excellency  Mr.  Dayton  has  made  a  proper 
representation  of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  these  gentlemen  to  the  min- 
ister of  the  marine  at  Paris,  and  to  the  Department  of  State  at  Washington.  I 
have  previously  reported  the  death  of  the  brave  Gowin.  Hopes  were  reasona- 
bly entertained  that  his  recovery  would  occur;  but,  anaimic  from  hemorrhage  and 
debilitated  by  previous  attacks  of  malarial  fevers,  little  vital  power  remained; 
phlebitis  supervened,  soon  succeeded  by  death.  Gowin  was  brought  with  a 
smile  upon  his  face,  although  suffering  acutely  from  his  injury.  He  said,  "  It  is 
all  right,  and  I  am  satisfied;  for  we  are  whipping  the  Alabama;"  adding,  "I  will- 
ingly will  lose  my  leg  or  life,  if  it  is  necessary."  During  the  progress  of  the 
action  he  comforted  his  suffering  comrades  by  assuring  them  that  "  Victory  is 
ours  !"  whenever  the  guns*  crews  cheered  at  the  successful  effect  of  their  shot, 
Gowin  waved  his  hand  over  his  head  and  joined  in  the  shout.  In  the  hospital 
he  was  calmly  resigned  to  his  fate,  repeating  again  and  again  his  willingness 
to  die,  since  his  ship  had  won  a  glorious  victory. 

His  patience  and  cheerfulness  during  intense  suffering,  and  his  happy  resig- 
nation, attracted  general  notice,  enlisted  sympathies  for  his  recovery,  and  occa- 
sioned sincere  regrets  for  his  decease.  To  record  the  gallant  conduct  of  this 
noble  sailor  is  to  me  a  gi*atification,  and  my  apology  for  mentioning  these  minor 
incidents.  His  shipmates  will  erect  a  proper  monument  to  his  memory  at  Cher- 
bourg. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  sum  of  money  given  by  the  resident  Americans 
in  Paris  for  a  like  memorial  in  his  native  town  in  Michigan. 

The  coolness  and  fortitude  displayed  by  our  crew  and  the  precision  of  the 
firing  were  remarkable.  One  was  almost  compelled  to  regard  their  conduct  as 
that  witnessed  at  the  ordinary  target  practice.  In  the  hour  of  victory  the}' 
were  generous,  refraining  from  exultation  in  the  presence  of  the  captives,  and 
bestowing  upon  them  every  attention  necessary  tor  their  comfort.  I  send  by 
mail  a  pamphlet  descriptive  of  the  engagement,  written  by   Mr. .  Edge,   au 
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Englishman.     It  is  the  best  account  yet  publislicd,  being  composed  from  data 
fimiished  by  the  officeris  of  the  Kearsargc,  although  a  few  inaccuracies  exist. 
Captain  Winslow  desires  me  to  present  his  regards. 
I  remain,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  M.  BROWNE. 
Surgeon  W.  Whelax, 

CAief  of  Bureau  of  Medicine  and  Surgery j  WasJiington^  D.  C. 


Fi»RF-IGK  ATCOUNTS  OF  THE  FIGHT  BETWEEN  THE  KEARSAUGE  AND  ALABAMA. 

Lttter  from  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  copy  of  despatch  Xo,  302  of  the 

United  States  consul  at  lAverpooL 

Department  of  State, 
Washington t  July,  6,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  despatch.  No.  302,  of  the 
United  States  consul  at  Liverpool,  announcing  the  destruction  of  the  pirate 
Alabama  by  the  United  States  steamship  Kearsarge,  oft»  Cherbourg,  and  en 
closing  several  accounts  of  the  action  clipped  from  British  journals.  The  de- 
partment joins  in  the  consul's  gratulations  at  an  event  which  at  once  illustrates 
the  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  the  navy,  and  fitly  doses  the  predatory  career 
of  its  antagonist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

\VILLIA:\r  II.  SEWARD, 
lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Xavy, 


Despatch  of  United  States  consul  at  Ltirer pooh  enclosing  extracts  from  foreign 

newspapers. 

Ko.  302.]  United  States  Consulate, 

Liverpool,  June  21,  1804. 

Sir  :  The  pirate  Alabama  has  at  last  met  the  fate  she  deserves.  She  was 
sank  bv  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  commanded  by  Captain  Wins- 
low,  off  Cherbourg,  on  Sunday  morning  last,  after  a  fight  of  one  hour.  We 
only  have,  here  at  Liverpool,  the  confederate  account  of  the  action.  I  send  you 
glipa  cut  from  the  London  Times,  Liverpool  Courier.  Daily  Post,  and  Mercury 

rtf  to  day,  giving  all  that  is  known  about  it. 

•  •••••• 

T  am,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


From  the  second  edition  of  the  London  7V/«ry,  Monday,  June  *iO,  l^i4. 

FIGHT  BETWEEN  THE  KEAKSAKGE  AND  ALABAMA. 

South  AM  PTOX,  Monday  morniug. 
Captain  Semmcs,  fourtcou  officers.  an<l  twent y-:>evoii  men,  lu'lonfrin^  to  the  late  confiH]- 
■teainer  Alabama,  bare  landed  from  tlieprivutoer  steamer  Doeruouud.  wbicb  witncHsed 
the  action  between  tbe  Alabama  and  the  Kearsur^e. 
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The  Alubania  left  Cherbourpr  harbor  at  nine  o'clock  yesterday  morninj:^,  and  found  the 
Kearearffe  under  steam  outside.  The  former  steamed  up  to  her  and  opened  firo  at  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  distance.  The  fire  became  general  from  both  ships  when  about  a  mile  off. 
The  action  took  place  about  nine  miles  from  Cherbourg,  commencing  at  11.10,  and  ending 
at  12.40. 

During  the  fight  the  vessels  made  seven  complete  circles.  The  Alabamans  rudder  became 
displaced,  and  she  made  sail,  and  the  guns  were  kept  ported  till  the  muzzles  were  completely 
under  water.  The  vessel's  stem  was  actually  under  water  when  Captain  Semmes  gave  orders 
for  every  man  to  save  himself;  thev  jumped  overboard  and  swam  to  the  boats,  saving  them- 
selves as  best  they  could.  The  Alabama's  crew  numbered  in  all  150  when  they  left  Cher- 
bourg; ten  or  twelve  were  killed  in  the  action,  and  a  number  are  known^  to  be  drowned. 
The  ship's  chronometers,  specie,  and  all  the  bills  of  ransomed  vessels  were  saved. 


From  the  London  Times,  June  21,  18C4. 
THE  NAVAL  ACTION  BETWEEN  THE  ALABAMA  .\^D  THE  KEARSAKGE. 

(From  our  own  correspondence.) 

Sot'TllAMl>TON,  Monday. 

The  English  steam-yacht  Deerhound,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Lancaster,  of  Hindley  Hall, 
Wigau,  Lancashire,  arrived  here  lust  night,  and  lauded  Captain  Semmes,  (commander  of  the 
late  confederate  steamer  Alabama,)  thiiteen  officers,  and  twenty-six  men,  whom  she  rescued 
from  drowning  after  the  action  ol!'  Cherbourg  yesterday,  which  resulted  in  the  destniction  of 
the  world-renowned  Alabama.  Frcun  interviews  held  this  moniing  with  Mr.  Lancaster,  with 
Captain  Jones,  (master  of  the  Deerhound,)  and  with  some  of  the  Alabama's  ofiSccrs,  and 
from  information  gleaned  in  other  quarters,  I  am  enabled  to  furnish  you  with  some  interest- 
ing particulars  connected  with  the  hght  between  the  Alabama  and  the  Kearsarp^. 

The  Deerhound  is  a  yacht  of  190  tons  and  70-horse  power,  and  her  owner  is  a  member  of 
the  Royal  yacht  squadron,  at  Cowes,  and  of  the  Royal  Mersey  yacht  club.  By  a  somewhat 
singular  coincidence  she  was  built  by  Messrs.  Laird  &  Son,  of  Birkenhead,  and  proof  of 
her  Hectm^ss  is  furnished  by  the  fact  that  she  steamed  home  from  the  scene  of  action  yesterday 
at  the  rate  of  thirteen  knots  an  hour.  On  arriving  at  Cherbourg,  at  ton  o'clock  on  Saturday 
night,  by  railway  from  Caen,  Mr.  Lancaster  was  informed  by  the  captain  of  his  yacht,  whicli 
was  lying  in  harbor  awaiting  his  arrival,  that  it  was  reported  that  the  Alabama  and  the  Kear- 
sarge  were  going  out  to  fight  each  other  in  the  moniing.  Mr.  Lancaster,  whose  wife,  niece. 
and  family  were  also  on  board  his  yacht,  at  once  determined  to  go  out  in  the  morning  and 
see  the  combat. 

The  Alabama  left  Cherbourg  harbor  about  Xjuvl  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  and  the  Kear- 
sarge  was  then  several  miles  out  to  seaward,  with  her  steam  up  ready  tor  action.  The 
French  plated  ship-of-war  Couronne  followed  the  Alabama  out  of  harbor,  and  stopped  when 
the  vei»sels  were  a  league  off  the  coast,  her  object  being  to  see  that  there  was  no  vif>lation  of 
the  law  of  nations  by  any  fight  taking  place  within  the  legal  distance  from  land.  The  com- 
bat took  place  about  nine  miles  from  Cherbourg,  and  as  there  are  some  slight  differences  (as 
might  naturally  be  expected  under  the  circumstances)  in  relation  to  the  period  over  which  it 
lasted,  and  other  matters,  it  may  bo  well  here  to  reproduce  from  Mr.  l^ancastcr^s  letter  in  The 
Times  of  this  moniing  the  subjoin(Hl  extract  from  the  log  kept  on  board  the  Deerhound : 

*' Sunday,  June  19,  9  a.m. — Got  up  steam  and  proccHjded  out  of  Cherbourg  liarbor. 
10.30. — (Observed  the  Ahibama  steaming  out  of  the  harbor  towards  the  federal  steamer 
Kearsargt?.  11.10. — The  Ahibama  commenced  firing  with  her  starboard  battery,  the  distance 
between  the  contending  vessels  being  about  one  mile.  The  Kearsarge  immediately  replied 
with  her  starboard  guns.  A  very  sharp,  spirited  firing  was  then  kept  up,  shot  sometimes 
being  varied  by  shells.  In  mana>uvring  both  vessels  made  seven  complete  circles,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile.  At  12  a  slight  intermission  was  obser\'cd  in  the  Ala- 
bama's firing,  the  Alabama  making  head  sail,  and  shaping  her  course  for  the  land,  distant 
about  nine  uiiles.  At  12.30  obsened  the  Alabama  to  be  disabled,  and  in  a  sinking  state. 
We  immediately  made  towards  her,  and  on  passing  the  Kearsarge  were  requested  to  assist  in 
saving  the  Alabama's  crew.  At  12.50,  when  within  a  distance  of  200  yards,  the  Alabama 
sunk.  We  theu  lowered  our  two  boats,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Alabama's  whale-boat 
and  dingey,  succeeded  in  saving  about  forty  men,  including  Captain  Semmes  and  thiitcen 
officers.     At  1  p.m.  we  steered  for  Southam])ton." 

One  of  the  officers  of  the  Alabama  names  the  same  hour,  viz.,  11.10,  as  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  and  12.40  as  the  period  of  its  cessation,  making  its  duration  an  hour  and  a 
half,  while  the  time  observed  on  board  the  Deerhound,  which  is  most  likely  tal>o  accurate, 
(that  vessel  being  free  from  the  excitement  and  confusion  necessarily  existing  on  board  the 
Alabama,)  limited  the  action  to  an  hour,  the  last  shot  being  fired  at  18.10.  Tlie  distance 
betwi'eu  tlie  two  contending  vessels,  when  the  Alabama  opened  fire,  was  estimated  on  board 
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the  Deerbouud  nt  AlK>ut  a  iiiiio,  while?  tlie  Alahaiim's  otHcer  tolls  mo  that  t^hv  was  a  inilo  ami 
a  half  awtiy  from  the  Kearsargo  wlioii  she  lirod  the  first  »*hot.  Ho  this  as  it  may,  it  is  coitaiii 
that  the  Aluljania  coDiiiioncoil  tho  firiii^Tf  and  as  it  is  known  that  ])or  p^uns  wore"  pointed  for  a 
rangv  of  2,(>UU  j'ards,  and  that  the  second  shot  slie  lirod,  in  about  half  a  minute  after  tho  first, 
went  rigfht  into  the  Kearsarjfo,  that  may  he  taken  as  the  real  distanee  between  tho  two  ships. 
The  filing  bcenuic  poneral  from  both  ve>sels  at  the  distanee  of  a  little  under  a  mile,  and  was 
well  au^tiuued  on  both  sides,  Mr.  Lancaster's  impressiim  beinjr  that  at  no  time  durinp^  the 
action  were  they  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  each  other.  Seven  complete  circles  wen* 
Huulo  iu  the  period  over  which  the  tight  lasted.  It  was  estimated  on  board  tho  Deorhound 
that  the  Alabannv  tircil  in  all  about  ir>0  rounds,  some  single  guns,  and  some  in  broadsides  of 
three  vr  four,  and  the  Kearsavge  ab»)ut  ]0(>,  the  majority  of  which  were  J 1  •inch  shells;  the 
ALiLiaiiiH^s  were  principally  IJlakelev's  pivot  guns.  In  the  early  part  of  the  action  the  n»lative 
tirinj^  w;w  about  three  from  the  Alabama  to  one  from  the  Koarsargo,  but  as  it  progressed  the 
latter  piiued  the  advantage,  having  aj)j>arently  a  much  greater  power  of  steam.  She  ap- 
peared to  have  an  advantage  over  the  Alabama  of  about  three  knots  an  hour,  and  steam  was 
seen  nishing  «iut  of  her  bh)w-pipe  all  through  the  action,  while  the  Alabama  seemed  to  have 
vtrrv  little  steam  on. 

At  length  the  Alabama's  rudder  was  disabled  by  one  of  her  ojipcmout's  heavy  shells,  and 
they  buisted  sails,  but  it  was  soon  reported  to  Captain  Sijemmes  by  one  of  his  officers  that  his 
ship  was  sinking.  With  great  bravery  tho  guns  wore  kept  ported  till  the  muzzles  wen* 
actually  under  water,  and  the  last  shot  from  the  doomed  ship  was  lirod  as  she  was  settling 
duwu.  When  her  stern  was  completely  under  water  Captain  Sennnes  gave  orders  for  the 
meu  to  nave  themselves  as  best  they  couhl,  an<l  every  one  jumped  into  the  sea  and  swam  to 
the  boatii  which  had  put  off  to  their  re>cue.  Those  of  them  who  were  wound<Ml  were  ordered 
by  Captain  Semmes  to  be  placed  in  the  Alabama's  boats  and  taken  on  board  the  Koarsargo, 
which  was,  a.s  far  as  possible,  obeyed. 

Captain  Semmcs,  and  those  above  mentioned,  were  saved  in  the  Deer  hound's  boats;  and 
when  it  was  ascertained  that  the  water  was  clear  of  every  one  that  had  life  left,  and  that  no 
more  help  could  ha  rend(>r(^d,  the  yacht  steamed  away  for  Cowes,  and  thence  to  this  port. 

Tho  Kcarsiarge,  it  is  known,  has  lor  some  time  past  been  in  hot  pursuit  of  the  Alabama, 
which  vessel  Captain  Winslow  was  d<*termined  to  follow  everywhere  till  he  overtook  his 
enemr.  Very  rtrently  she  chased  ami  came  up  with  <»ne  of  the  vessels  of  tho  Chinese  ex- 
peditionary force  returning  to  England,  and  ran  alungside  with  her  guns  pointed  and  crew  at 
quartern,  before  she  couhl  be  convhicr»l  of  her  mistak(>,  for  the  expeditionary  vessel  was  very 
like  tho  celebrated  confederate  cruiser.  Tlie  Kearsarge  was  then  tlescribed  as  likely  to  prove 
a  formidable  overmatch  for  the  Alabama,  having  higher  st(>am  power  and  rate  of  speed,  a 
crew  "nearly  double"  that  under  Captain  S«'mmes,  and,  unlike  her  sister  ship,  theTuscaroni, 
carrying  ten,  insteail  of  eight,  very  heavy  11-inch  shell  guns,  the  so-called  cohunbiads  of  the 
American  navy.  The  Alabama,  on  the  rontrary,  is  stated  to  have  had  only  two  heavy  rifled 
guns  and  six  broadside  '.W-p<»unders.  The  confederate,  too,  after  her  hnig  cruise,  was  sorelv 
in  nkf*t\  of  a  refit.  Part  of  her  copper,  it  is  said,  wa**  off,  and  her  ))ottom  was  covered  with 
lune  wc4*ds. 

The  crew  of  the  Alabama  compriseil  in  all  almut  l.V),  when  she  left  Cherbourg ;  of  these 
ti'H  or  twelve  were  killtil  duiing  the  actiim,  and  a  number  were  known  to  be  drowned,  the 
difff Fence  betwe4>n  those  and  the  number  bmught  home  by  the  I)eerhound  being,  it  is  hop(H], 
<avi-d  bv  the  boats  of  thi*  Kearsarir*'.  or  Mime  French  iiilut-boats  which  were  in  tho  vieinitv. 
The  French  war-vessel  C«»uronne  di<l  not  come  out  beyond  three  miles.  Tho  surgeon  of  the 
AlalMuia  was  an  Englishman,  and  as  nothing  has  been  heard  of  him  since  ho  w*ent  below  to 
dre^H  the  wounds  of  sonu*  vi'  the  sutVerers,  it  is  feared  that  he  went  down  with  the  ship. 

TIh:  wounded  men  on  board  the  Deorhound  were  carefully  attended  to  until  her  arrival 
here,  when  they  were  taken  to  th»^  Sailor's  H»»me,  in  tho  Canute  road.  8eveial  of  the  men 
arc  inoiv  or  less  scarred,  but  thev  are  all  out  about  the  town  to-dav,  and  the  onlv  noticeable 
caAC  w  that  of  a  man  who  was  w«)nnde<l  in  th(>  groin,  and  that  but  slightly. 

Captain  ^^ommes  and  his  lirst  lieutenant,  Mr.  .J.  M.  Kill,  are  staying  at  Kel way's  hotel, 
in  Queen's  terrace,  where  the  gallant  commander  is  under  the  can*  ai'  Dr.  Wan-,  a  medical 
gCDthiumn  of  this  town,  his  right  hand  being  slightly  splintered  by  a  shell. 

When  the  men  came  on  boaril  the  Deerhound  they  had  nothing  on  but  their  drawers  and 
•hirtJi,  having  Im^cu  strip])ed  to  light,  and  one  of  the  men,  with  a  sailor's  d«*vot<'dness,  insisted 
on  8eeing[  his  captain,  who  whs  then  lying  in  Mr.  Lancaster's  cabin  in  a  very  exhausted 
state,  as  lie  had  l)een  intrusted  by  Captain  Semmes  with  the  shi]>'s  ]>aper>,  and  to  no  one  else 
would  be  give  them  up.  The  men  were  all  very  anxious  aluirit  their  captain,  and  were 
rejoiced  to  find  that  he  had  been  saved.  They  apjH-ared  to  lie  a  set  of  first-rate  fellows,  and 
lo  act  well  together  in  pi>rfect  union  under  the  mo>t  trying  circumstan<-es. 

The  captain  of  the  forecastle  on  b<»apl  the  Alabanja,  a  Norwegian,  says  that  when  he  was 
in  the  water  he  was  hailed  by  a  boat  from  the  Kearsarge,  **Come  here,  old  man,  and  we'll 
flare  you,"  to  which  he  replied,  *' Never  mind  me,  I  <-an  k(ij»  uj>  half  an  lumr  yet;  look 
after  some  who  are  nearer  drowning  than  I  am."  lie  then  ni:i<le  away  for  the  Deerhound, 
thanking  God  that  he  was  under  Engli>h  color>. 

Throughout  the  action  the  I.>eerhound  kept  about  a  mile  ti>  windward  of  the  combatants, 
and  was  enabled  to  witness  the  whole  of  it.     Th(>  Kearsarge  was  burning  Newotstlo  coals. 
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and  the  Alabama  Welsh  eoalB,  the  difference  in  the  smoke  (the  north  country  coal  jielding- 
80  much  more)  enabling  the  movements  of  each  ship  to  be  distinctly  txaced.  Mr.  Lancaster 
is  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  was  the  Kearsarge's  H-inch  shells  which  gave  her  the  advantage, 
and  that^  after  what  he  has  witnessed  on  this  occasion,  wooden  ships  stand  no  chance  what- 
ever against  shells.  Both  vessels  fired  well  into  each  other's  hull,  and  the  yards  and  masts 
were  not  much  damaged.  The  mainmast  of  the  Alabama  had  been  struck  by  shot,  and,  as 
the  vessel  was  sinking,  broke  off  and  fell  into  the  sea,  throwing  some  men  who  were  in  the 
maintop  into  tlie  water.  Some  tremendous  gaps  were  visible  in  the  bulwarks  of  the  Kear- 
sarge,  and  it  was  believed  that  some  of  her  boats  were  disabled ;  she  appeared  to  be  tempo- 
rarily plated  with  iron  chains,  &c.  As  far  as  could  be  seen,  everything  appeared  to  be  well- 
planned  and  ready  on  board  the  Kearsarge  for  the  action.  It  was  apparent  that  Captain 
bemmes  intended  to  fight  at  a  long  range,  and  the  fact  that  the  Kearsarge  did  not  reply  till 
the  two  vessels  got  nearer  together  showed  that  they  preferred  the  short  range,  and  the  superior 
steaming  power  of  the  latter  enabled  this  to  be  accomplished.  It  is  remarkable  that  no  at- 
tempt was  made  by  the  Kearsarge  to  close  and  board  the  Alabama,  and  when  the  Alabama 
hoisted  sails  and  made  as  if  for  the  shore,  the  Kearsarge  moved  away  in  another  direction, 
as  though  her  rudder  or  screw  was  damaged  and  out  ot  control.  Great  pluck  was  shown  on 
both  sides  during  the  action.  On  board  the  Alabama  all  the  hammocks  were  let  loose,  and 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  sinking  her  rather  than  that  she  should  be  captured. 

As  far  as  is  known,  not  a  relic  of  the  Alabama  is  in  the  possession  of  her  successful  rival. 
When  she  was  sinking  Captain  Semmes  dropped  his  own  sword  into  the  sea,  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  its  getting  into  their  hands,  and  the  gunner  made  a  hole  in  one  of  the  Alabama*! 
boats,  and  sank  her,  for  the  same  reason. 

Before  leaving  the  Deerhouud  Captain  Semmes  presented  to  Mr.  Lancaster's  son  one  of 
his  officer's  swords  and  a  pistol,  in  remembrance  of^  the  occurrence,  and  the  kind  treatment 
he  and  his  men  had  received  on  board  the  yacht.  The  men  stated  that  the  best  practice  gen- 
erally on  board  the  Alabama  during  the  action  was  shown  by  the  gunners  who  had  been 
trained  on  board  the  Excellent,  in  Portsmouth  harbor. 

The  spectacle  presented  during  the  combat  is  described  by  tho^e  who  witnessed  it  from  the 
Deerhound  as  magnificent,  and  thus  the  extraordinary  career  of  the  Alabama  lias  conic  to  a 
grand  and  appropriate  termination. 

The  presence  of  the  Deerhound  on  the  scene  was  a  providentiid  circumstance,  as  in  all 
probability  the  men  saved  by  her  would  otherwise  have  been  drowned,  and  a  lamentable  ad- 
dition would  thus  have  been  made  to  the  number  of  livps  lost  on  the  occasion. 

Nothing  is  known  here  respecting  the  Kearsarge,  or  her  subsequent  movements.  She  was 
in  command  of  Captain  John  Winslow,  and  had  about  the  same  number  of  officers  and  crew 
as  the  Alabama.  The  last  official  American  navy  list  describes  her  as  1,031  tons  register,  and 
carrying  eight  guns,  being  two  guns  less  than  the  Tuscarora  mounts,  to  which,  in  all  other 
respects,  the  Kearsarge  is  a  sister  ship.  The  Tuscarora  will  bo  remembered  as  the  federal 
ship-of-war  that  some  two  years  and  a  half  ago  lay  at  this  port  watching  the  Nashville ; 
several  of  the  Alabama's  officers  now  here  were  attached  to  the  Nashville  on  that  occasion. 

The  Alabama's  chronometers,  specie,  and  all  the  bills  of  ransomed  vessels  are  saved,  having* 
been  handed  over  to  a  gentleman  at  Cherbourg  before  she  left  that  port. 

Mr.  Mason,  the  confederate  agent.  Captain  Bullock,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tremlett  arrived  by 
the  4  o'clock  train  this  afternoon,  from  London,  and  proceeded  to  Kelway's  hotel,  to  meet 
Captain  Semmes. 

Captain  Semmes  and  oil  the  men  are  now  placed  under  the  core  of  Mr.  J.  Wiblin,  for  such 
medical  attendance  as  may  be  required. 


From  the  London  Times,  June  21,  18C4. 

[editorul.] 

On  Sunday  morning,  just  as  all  good  people  were  coming  down  to  breakfast,  an  awful 
Sunday  morning's  work  was  preparing  within  sight  of  the  British  isles,  if  among  these  Isles 
we  may  include  the  barren  rock  upon  which  a  million  has  been  spent  to  make  it  a  sentry-box 
to  watch  the  port  of  C'herl>ourg.  From  the  latter  port,  just  about  9  o'clock,  there  issued  the 
Alabama,  the  ship  that  for  two  years  has  struck  terror  into  the  heart  of  the  most  confident  and 
almost  the  strongest  naval  power  in  the  world.  More  than  a  hundred  times  over  the  very 
name  of  the  Alabama,  thundered  through  a  speaking  trumpet^  has  brought  down  the  rival 
flag  as  if  by  magic,  and  compelled  the  luckless  crew  to  submit  to  the  inglorious  process  of 
examination,  surrejider,  spoliation,  and  imprisonment,  to  see  their  ship  plundered  and  sent  to 
the  bottom.  In  the  shape  of  chronometers  and  other  valuables,  the  Alabama  carried  the 
spolia  opinio  of  a  whole  mercantile  fleet.  This  time,  however,  it  was  not  to  order  a  mer- 
cliautinuu  to  lie-to  while  his  papers  were  examined  that  this  scourge  of  the  federal  navy  came 
tmt  of  Cherbourg.  It  is  not  in  our  power  to  say  why  Captain  Semmes,  who  has  gained  so  much 
glory  and  so  unquestionable  a  reputation  for  courage  that  he  could  afford  to  be  prudent,  came 
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out  wkh  a  ship  jnst  roturned  from  a  long  voyage,  and  much  in  want  of  repair,  to  encounter  a 
ibe  laiver,  better  manned,  ))etter  armed,  provided,  as  it  turned  out,  with  some  special  coutriv- 
tncesroriirotection,  and  quite  as  likely  to  be  as  well  handle<l  as  his  own  ship.  For  many  months 
we  hmve  beard  of  the  Keursiirge  as  a  foe  worthy  of  the  Alabama,  should  she  have  the.  luck  to 
eatch  her;  indeed,  the  captain  of  the  Kearsargx*  had  assumed  that  if  they  met  there  could  be 
only  one  pomible  result.  Why,  then,  did  not  Captain  ^>emmes  see  that  this  was  an  occasion 
for  the  exercise  of  that  discretion  or  that  in^enuit}-  which  the  peatest  p^nerals  have  thought 
father  an  addition  to  their  lame  ?  Did  his  prudence  give  way,  us  they  say  a  brave  man's 
coara|!e  will  sometimes .'  Was  he  woaritnl  with  a  warfare  upon  the  defenceless  ?  I)id  con- 
fdence  or  self-respect  suggest  that  the  destroyer  of  a  hundred  unarmed  merchantmen  had 
'  to  prove  his  courage  and  to  redeem  his  name  from  piracy?     It  is  simply  said  ho  had 


been  challenged,  and  that  he  had  accepted  the  challen^,  not  without  some  forecasts  of  the 
maltL  As  an  ordtnarv'  duellist  hands  his  watch  and  his  pocket-book  to  a  friend.  Captain 
8einmes  sent  on  shore  his  sixty  chronometers — the  mementoes  of  so  many  easier  conflicts — 
kii  money,  and  the  bills  of  ransometl  vessels.  He  then  steamed  nine  miles  out  to  sea,  and 
entered  into  mortal  combat  with  the  enemy,  first  exchanging  shots  at  the  distance  of  little 
more  than  a  mile— out  of  all  distance  our  fathers  would  have  called  it ;  not  so  now. 

As  it  happened,  and  as  it  fretpiently  ha])pens  on  such  occasions,  an  English  yacht  was  in 
the  harbor,  and  its  owner,  Mr.  Lancaster,  thought  the  view  of  one  of  the  most  important 
DBTal  enragements  likely  to  occur  in  his  time  was  worth  the  risk  of  a  stray  shot.  His  wife, 
niece,  and  family  were  on  board :  but,  no  doubt,  they  shariHl  his  inten>st  in  the  spectacle. 
The  tiring  began  just  as  we  Londoners  had  got  to  the  first  lesson  in  the  morning  service.  As 
the  gtins  uf  the  Alabama  hud  been  pointed  for  *2,()0U  yards,  and  the  second  shot  went  right 
dnroiighthe  Ki'arsarg^,  that  was  probably  the  distance  at  first;  and  we  are  told  the  ships  were 
nerer  nearer  than  u  (pmrter  of  a  mile.  Th<^  Alabama  fired  (piicker,  in  all  aliout  15U  rounds  ; 
the  Kearsargc  fired  about  100,  chiefly  1  l-inch  shells.  One  of  these  shells  broke  the  Alubuma's 
rudder  and  compelled  her  to  hoist  sail.  Hy  this  time,  howiA-er,  at^er  about  an  hour's  work, 
the  Alabama  was  sinking,  and  could  only  make  the  bi-st  of  her  way  in  the  din»ction  of  Cher- 
bonrir.  Pursuing  our  comparative  chron(»logy,  this  brings  us  to  the  beginning  of  the  sermon ; 
and  it  was  at  the  very  time  that  our  congregations  were  listening,  as  well  as  they  could,  to  the 
arg;nments  or  the  «»loquenc.e  of  our  preaclicrs,  tliat  the  very  moving  incidents  of  death  and  of 
rescue  took  place  off  Cherbourg — the  gradual  sinking  of  the  Alabama,  the  }>icking  up  of  the 
drowning  seamen,  and  the  finul  departure  of  the  Deerhound,  with  Captain  Semmes,  his  sur- 
viving officers,  and  some  of  the  crew.  The  men  were  all  true  to  the  last ;  they  only  ceased 
firing  when  the  water  came  intf)  the  mu/zles  of  their  guns ;  and  as  they  swam  for  life,  all  they 
cared  for  was  that  their  conunander  should  not  fall  into  federal  hands.  He  re])orts  that  be 
•was  his  best  men  to  the  training  they  received  on  board  the  Excellent.  To  all  apiH>arancc  the 
fuperiority  of  the  Kearsargc  lay  partly  in  her  guns,  and  of  coui*so  somewhat  in  her  more  nu- 
■MTOUfl  crew,  but  not  less  in  her  more  powerful  machinery,  which  enabled  her  to  move  quicker 
and  manceuvre  more  easily. 

We  are  becoming  accustomed  to  scenes  that  only  four  years  ago  would  have  been  thought 
appalling,  horrible,  and  portentous.  Think  of  a  ({uict  gentleman,  with  wife,  niece,  and  family, 
perhaps  gi>vemess  and  maid-servants,  having  witnessed  at  their  4>ase,  on  Sunduv  morning,  a 
fight,  not  between  two  cocks  or  two  dogs,  but  two  men-of-war,  a  few  hours'  sail  from  Suuth- 
ampUm.  In  fact,  they  and  the  survivors  of  the  ship  destroyed  were  wulking  alnint  S<mth- 
Bmpt<in  and  shopping  on  Monday  morning.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  very  res|H*ctable 
allowance  of  killed,  W(mnded,  and  missing;  and  among  the  latter  is  an  English  surge<m, 
who  is  Buppos4'd  to  have  gone  to  the  bottom  in  the  midst  of  his  blee<ling  patients.  We  shall 
know  very  shortly  whether  the  chains  hung  outside  tin*  Kearsargj'  saved  her  men.  To  all 
appeHrani^e  they  Jid  not;  and  but  for  the  melancholy  fact  thatsomeof  the  Alabama's  wounded 
maot  have  cone  down  with  her,  the  loss  would  probably  have  been  nearly  the  same  on  l)Oth 
side^.  Is  there  not  something  ominous  in  such  an  encounter  within  our  own  seas/  Such  a 
contest,  so  brief,  so  hard  fought,  and  so  decisive,  is  even  more  terrible  than  the  hand-to-hand 
tussle,  and  the  mere  game  of  fisticuff's  that  our  old  fleets  used  to  indulge  in  with  a  thousand 
p^tpfTuns  on  either  side.  TnH>,  there  was  damage  done  at  last,  but  sometimes  very  little  dam- 
lufe  to  speak  of;  and  a  big  ship  might  receive  many  hundre<l  shots  only  to  have  the  glory  of 
showing  the  shot-holes  to  the  populace  of  Portsmtrnth.  It  is  not  so  now.  At  the  distance  of 
a  mile,  never  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  a  formidable  ship,  the  tern»r  of  American  com- 
merre,  well  armeil,  well  manned,  well  handled,  is  sent  to  the  bottom  in  an  hour.  Exactly  an 
hour  elapsed  from  the  first  simt  to  the  monn-nt  when  it  lK*cume  obvious  that  the  vessel  was 
sinking,  when,  indcM^i,  the  nulder  was  broken,  and  the  fires  were  put  out.  That  is  the  pace 
at  which  our  naval  engjigements  will  be  fought  tor  the  future.  In  this  instance  the  juice  was 
all  the  quicker  because  the  guns  had  start  of  the  ships,  the  guns  being  the  new  ariilh-ry,  the 
ships  w^HxlfU.  excei»ting  the  chains  of  the  Kearsarge,  if  they  constitute  an  ex<'ej»tion.  The 
next  dnel  in  the  Hritish  channel  will  pmbably  be  between  two  vessels  of  the  Wanior  class; 
and  he  must  be  a  bold  man  who  can  be  sun*  that  it  will  last  as  long  a<  a  Sunday  morning 
!,  or  be  less  decisive  than  tin*  lust  Sundav's. 
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From  the  Liverpool  Courier j  June  21,  1864. 

GALLANT  SEA  FIGHT  BETWEEN  THE  ALABAMA  AND  THE  KEARSARGE.— 
THE  ALABAMA  SUNK.— HEROIC  RESISTANCE  OF  CAPTAIN  SEMMES. 

When  the  meagre  telegrams  from  Cherbourg  were  received  on  Sunday  night,  stating  that 
an  engagement  was  reported  to  have  taken  place  between  the  Alabama  and  the  Kearsarge, 
and  that  the  confederate  vessel  had  been  sunk,  the  statement  was  regarded  as  an  idle  nmior 
without  the  slightest  foundation  in  fact.     Indeed,  Liverpool  people  were  very  reluctant  to 

f'vo  credence  to  the  report,  and  the  baldness  of  the  telegrams  almost  justified  their  rejection, 
he  first  impulse,  therefore,  was  to  regard  the  alleged  nght  as  altogether  mythical.  Bui  as 
people  began  to  arrive  in  town  for  business  yesterday  morning,  the  second  edition  of  tbo  Daily 
Courier  informed  them  that  the  Alabama  and  the  Kearsarge  bad  really  met  in  stubborn  con> 
flict,  that  the  confederate  cruiser  had  proved  unequal  to  her  adversary  in  strength  of  hull  and 
weight  of  armament,  and  that  gallantly  fighting  until  their  vessel  was  half  en^lphed,  Cap* 
tain  Semmes  and  the  remnant  of  his  crew  were  at  length  constrained  to  jump  into  the  sea  to 
avoid  being  carried  to  the  bottom  in  their  sinking  craft. 

The  naval  duel  between  the  Alabama  and  the  Kearsarge  is  not  one  of  the  least  brilliant 
incidents  in  the  American  war.  Even  prejudiced  federalists  will  not  deny  Captain  Semmes 
credit  for  almost  romantic  gallantry  in  the  stniggle.  Ho  accepted  a  challenge  from  a  far 
more  powerful  adversary :  he  knew  his  antagonist  was  in  good  repair  and  better  armed,  and 
he  also  knew  that  his  own  vessel  was  in  a  wretched  state  of  dilapiaation,  tbo  inevitable  result 
of  a  world-wide  cniise.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  is  no  disgrace  to  Captain  Semmes 
that  he  was  worsted.  Preponderance  of  force,  not  superior  bravery  or  skill,  was  the  cause 
of  failure,  and  this  was  beyond  his  control.  All  persons  may  hot  be  disposed  to  concur  in 
the  propriety  of  the  mission  in  which  Captain  Semmes  was  employed,  but  after  reading  the 
account  of  Sunday's  encounter,  they  must  feel  convinced  that  he  is  a  chivalrous  ofiScer,  on 
whose  fame  the  term  * 'pirate"  is  a  foul  aspersion. 

The  accounts  of  the  fight  are  still  somewhat  meagre,  but  we  must  wait  until  some  of  those 
on  board  the  vessels  have  had  an  opportuity  of  supplying  the  details.  These  will  be  looked 
forward  to  with  considerable  interest,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  particulars  which  wo  are  able 
to  publish  will,  no  doubt,  bo  eagerly  read.  The  following  telegrams  were  received  at  the 
Liverpool  underwriters'  rooms  from  Lloyd's  agent  at  Cherbourg: 

Cherbourg,  Sunday,  12,10  p.  m. — The  Alabama  left  this  morning,  and  is  now  eug^aged  with 
the  Kearsarge.    A  brisk  cannonade  is  heard. 

1.40  p.  m. — ^The  Kearsarge  has  just  sunk  the  Alabama.  An  English  yacht  has  saved  the 
crew. 

The  telegraph  conipan  v's  express  from  Southampton  was  to  the  following  effect.  It  con- 
tains the  account  furnished  to  the  newspapers  by  Mr.  John  Lancaster,  of  the  steam-yacht 
Deerhound,  which,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the  Royal  Mersey  Yacht  Club  vessels : 

SoulhamptoHy  June  20. — The  steam-yacht  Deerhound  has  arrived  off  Cowes  with  Captain 
Semmes  and  the  crew  of  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama.  The  following  are  the  details  of 
the  engagement,  which  took  place  yesterday : 

'*  At  10.  ^  the  Alabama  was  observed  steaming  out  of  Cherbourg  harbor  towards  the  federal 
steamer  Kearsarge.  At  11.10  the  Alabama  commenced  the  action  by  firing  with  her  star- 
board battery  at  a  distance  of  about  one  mile.  The  Kearsarge  also  opened  fire  immediately 
with  her  starboard  guns,  and  a  sharp  engagement,  with  rapid  firing  from  both  shins,  wba 
kept  up,  both  shot  and  shell  being  discharged.  In  the  mana'uvring,  both  vessels  made  seven 
complete  circles  at  a  distance  of  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  firing 
from  the  Alabama  was  observed  to  slacken,  and  she  appeared  to  bo  making  head  sail  and 
shaping  her  course  for  land,  which  was  distant  about  nine  miles.  At  half  past  twelve  the 
confederate  vessel  was  in  a  disabled  and  sinking  state.  The  Deerhound  immediately  made 
towards  her,  and  on  passing  the  Ketirsarge  was  requested  to  assist  in  saving  the  crew  of  the 
Alabama.  When  the  Deerhound  was  still  at  a  distance  of  200  yards  the  Alabama  sank,  and 
the  Deerhound  then  lowered  her  boats,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  those  from  the  sinking 
vessel,  succeeded  in  saving  about  forty  men,  including  Captain  Semmes  and  thirteen  officers. 

**Tlie  Kearsarge  was  apparently  very  much  disabled. 

**The  Alabama's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  as  follows:  Drowned,  one  officer  and  one 
man ;  killed,  six  men ;  wounded,  one  officer  and  sixteen  men.  Captain  Semmes  is  slightly 
wounded  in  the  hand. 

*'  The  Kearsarge's  boats  were  lowered,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  the  French  pilot,  suc- 
ceeded in  picking  up  the  remainder  of  the  crew." 

Southampton,  June  20. — From  further  particulars  received  here  of  yesterday's  engagement 
it  appears  that  Captain  Semmes  accepted  the  challenge  of  the  Kearsarge  to  fight,  although 
aware  that  his  adversary-  carried  fifty  more  men  than  his  own  vessel,  and  was  a  larger  smp 
with  heavier  guns.  Captain  Semmes  was  not,  however,  aware  that  the  Kearsarge  was  cbain- 
plated  under  her  outside  planking.     Shortly  after  the  action  commenced,  ashotfrom  the  Rear- 
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'arpe killed  thrro  moil  on  ]tonu\  the  Alabama,  iiittiiijr  tlicm  to  iiioi'o-i,  ami  a  .-itoiuI  shot 
wounded  three  iiM»re  iin-n  au*]  killt-d  jumthcr,  while  a  thinl  >hut  oarrinl  away  tho  hlado  of  tho 
AlHbaiiiu*s  fan  and  ]mrt  of  the  nulU-r,  on  hor  dcrk  disahl'ni;;  a  <run.  and  rausint::  nineh  dam- 
age below  and  Ibnvard.  Her  compartmiMUs  wore  all  carrh.d  away,  and  tin?  tire-room  was 
filled  with  water. 

The  Alabama  fuuj;ht  under  >ail,  lirst  n>inpr  her  starboard  battery,  and  after\vards  her  port 
batteiT  ;  she  continued  the  eufrucrenK'nt  witii  tlie  muzzh'S  of  her  j^uns  under  water,  and  one 
part  of  her  deck  covered  with  dea>l  and  wounded.  When  t'ound  iu  a  sinkinj^  state,  the  Ala- 
Munn  ceased  tightiuj^  and  lowered  her  bnut^.  in  whieh  the  dead  ttud  wounded  were  placed. 
Shortlj  aftenf«*ards  the  Alabama  sunk,  tlie  (>tticers  and  crew  juni])in<;  into  the  sea,  when  the 
KearaarfFe^s  Inrnts  cauie  U]>  to  assist  in  savinp:  the  crew.  The  otHeer  in  eommand  of  the  boat?: 
inquired  for  8emme9,  and  was  told  that  he  was  drowned,  whereas  he  had  already  been  picked 
up  bv  the  jracht  Deerhound  and  stowed  away,  the  yacht  Imvinrr  then  steamed  oti'  with  all 
speed,  expectinjr  the  Kearsarr^e  would  attempt  to  capture  those  on  board.  Before  the  Alabama 
left  Cherbourg  to  eupigo  the  Kear;<arp:e,  Captain  Semincs  sent  on  shore  an  iron  chest  con- 
tainlni^  specie,  6<)  chroniuneters,  and  other  valuables. 

The  engagement  is  descnbed  by  tho  owner  of  the  yacht  I)<.»erhouud  a**  a  most  brilliant 
affair,  the  fighting  being  severe  and  at  short  distance.  The  Alabama's  guns  were  served  nip- 
idly  but  doing  less  execution.  The  Kearsarge,  Imwever,  is  paid  to  have  sustained  much  dam- 
age, her  sides  being  torn  o{)en,  showing  the  chain  plating. 

The  officers  of  the  .cVlabiima  estimate  their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  at  from  :>0  to  lU  men. 
Captain  Semmcs  is  very  unwell,  from  U^ing  iu  the  water  a  considerable  time,  and  in  consc^ 
qnence  of  the  wound  in  his  hand. 

Captain  8eninies  visited  seveial  shops  in  Situthampton  this  moniing  to  procure  a  personal 

OQttit. 

Another  a(*couut  from  Southampton  says  the  Kearsarge  had  a  chain-cable  triced  along  her 
■ides  to  break  the  force  of  the  Alabama's  .shot.  The  Alabama  was  almost  1,IM10  yards  from 
the  Kearsarge  when  she  tired  the  first  shut  at  in.  ;{i):  being  the  fastest  ship  she  was  able  to 
steam  round  her  antagonist  in  coiitinnallT  narrowing  circles,  but  when  witliin  olH)  yards  of 
the  Kearsargt^  the  rudtier  and  screw  of  iJje  AlaUima  were  shot  away  and  she  was  n-ndered 
helpless.     Her  colors  were  shot  awuy. 

A  ironi  for  tin  Kftir:fiirffi, 

A  despatch  from  Cherbourg  iu  th<-  Kveiiiiig  Star  says  the  Kear>arge  has  MitVeii'd  no  damage 
of  iinjiortance;  none  of  her  officers  wer»'  killed  or  wounded,  and  only  three  of  her  seamen 
woiiniled.     The  Kearsarge  captured  sixty-eight  otlieers  and  cn-w  tif  the  Alabama. 

The  Morning  HeraM  >ays  the  Aliibaiua  was  terribly  in  want  of  repairs;  her  copper  was 
■traioed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  ijeprivf  hrr  of  jier  only  advantage — su]ii'riority  ot  .-peed. 
wbtle  the  Ki'arsarge  was  iVesh  from  jioit,  ami  kipt  purj)osi"ly  in  <»rder  for  the  cunting«'ncv  ot 
an  encininter  with  the  Alabama.  The  Alabaiiai  was,  howi-ver,  trrmi  the  first,  overmatcfied. 
The  crew  of  the  Kiarsjirge  coii>i«.t»d  of  l.'iu  to  her  J*2n,  and  the  Kearsarge  earried  two  JUO- 
ponndrrs,  the  Alabama  carrying  ik>  guns  of  that  ealibre.  Captain  Semmes  notwithstanding 
the  bad  condition  of  his  «hip,  aii<l  the  .»iiperior  weight  of  metal  of  the  Tniteil  States  cruiser, 
determined  to  leave  port  and  at  oiire  t-iii:ag<-  thf  Kearsarge:  betbre  going  out  to  fight  he  left 
all  his  joiinial-H  ashiae.  The  Herald  add-:.  "Naval  men.  who  know  what  a  shi])  is  after  two 
Tears*  knocking  about  in  all  latitude'^,  will  readily  undei'^tand  how  unequal  were  her  chances 
agniust  the  Kfarsarge,  tVesh  from  port.  an<l  kf])t  jiuipo^rly  in  onler  for  the  contingency  of  an 
encounter  with  the  Alabama  or  oi;»'  of  hrr  <i<ier  *«hip<.  Tin*  Alabama  is  gone,  but  there  is 
no  coufdlerate  flag  to  eommi-morate  tin*  det'rat.  Si-vi-n  fathoiii>  dee]i.  anil  eolois  still  ilying, 
lie*  the  noble  ve.-.-el  that  for  .».o  many  montlis  uas  tin-  terrtir  of  Yankee  skippers.  It  will  be 
long  liefore  her  memory  i<  lo^t.  aiii  if  tin*  next  .«liip  that  Ix  ar-<i  her  iianie  diH's  hor  woik  :is 
wcdl,  even  if  .*«he  shares  her  fate.  •^Im'  will  have  plau-d  an  iin]>  irtant  and  a  glorious  ]iart  in  the 
mnsf  tif  the  confederacv.  AVen'iMie>i  an-  inloinu-il  bv  u  ^eutleiiian  connected  with  the  firm 
of  3Iessr>.  Saumlers  A:  Otlev,  who  saw  Cajitain  Seiiina -*  ai  Clu'ilnuiri' 4*11  Smidav.  that  the 
Abil»ama  was  to  go  out  to  fight  the  Kiar^argf,  and  with  tliis  intention  Captain  S«-niines  eon- 
fide<l  to  this  gentleman  his  jonnials  and  nthi  v  do'-ninents  eoijin'cted  with  the  rruiM<i  of  the 
AliUtfima. 


Captain  Stmnitii  at  Sou  thn  nipt  on. 

Sor TIIAMrToN,  Monthly  i  n  uintt. 

The  excitement  pirvjiiiing  here  to-'!ay  ii:;-*  in  no  way  ilimini.-ln-l.  Thi'S  afternoon  Captain 
Semnics*,  on  proceeding  up  Ut  titwn,  \^a>  eonipietely  b(->:egeil  liyerowiis  of  peojih*.  wlio 
eollectod  umund  the  carriage,  and  voeifi-roii'^lv  clueVed  him  a!«in*g  the  s:n-et>.  A  great 
banquet  to  Captain  Semmes  and  lii«*  officer',  in  }ionor  of  tlieir  biavery.  i-.  ahi-iidy  spoken  of 
\tj  some  of  the  h'a'ling  citi/i-ns. 
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Captain  Semmes^s  wound. 

Southampton,  Monday  evening. 

Captain  Semmos  has  found  it  neces!?ary  to  call  in  surgical  advice  for  a  wound  in  his  left 
hand,  which  is  injured  hj  a  splinter  from  a  shell.  A  great  nniuber  of  visitors  Lave  called 
and  left  their  cards,  but  the  captain  politely  declines  seeing  any  one  at  present. 


Further  particulars. 


The  correspondent  at  Southampton  of  the  Express  telegraphs  to  that  paper  of  last  night 
the  following  statement,  which  he  gathered  from  one  of  the  petty  officers  of  the  Alabama: 
"The  Alabama  arrived  at  Cherbourg  on  the  Tith  instant,  seventy  days  from  Cape  Town.  The 
Kearsarge  arrived  off  Cherbourg  on  the  Kkh  instant.  Challenges  to  fight  were  reciprocated 
by  the  commanders  of  the  Alabama  and  Kearsarge.  The  former,  having  taken  in  coal  and 
undergone  some  refitting,  steered  out  of  Cherbourg  at  9  a.  m.  on  Sunday.  She  was  escorted 
by  the  French  iron-clad  Couronne,  which  was  appointed  to  see  the  Alabama  clear  of  the 
limits  of  the  port  of  Cherbourg.    The  engagement  took  place  about  twelve  miles  from  the 

Eort  The  first  shot  was  fired  by  the  Alabama  at  the  Kearsarge  at  10.^  a.  m.  l*he  latter 
ad  a  chain-cable  triced  along  her  sides,  to  break  the  force  of  the  shot  from  the  Alabama 
The  Alabama  was  about  one  thousand  yards  from  the  Kearsarge  when  she  fired  the  first  shot ; 
being  the  fastest  ship  she  was  enabled  to  steam  round  her  antagonist  in  continually  narrow- 
ing circles.  When  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  Kearsarge  the  rudder  and  screw  of  the 
Alabama  were  shot  away,  and  she  was  rendered  helpless ;  her  colors  were  shot  away.  The 
action  lasted  from  10.30  a.  m.  until  noon.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  action  nine  badly- 
wounded  men  of  the  Alabama  w^ere  sent  on  board  of  the  Kearsarge.  The  crew  of  the  Alabama, 
when  she  went  into  action,  were  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  all  told.  After  the  action  the 
Kearsarge  appeared  in  a  disabled  condition.  Four  men  were  killed  and  ten  wonnded  on 
board  the  Alabama.'' 

With  reference  to  Captain  Semmes,  the  same  authority  says:  "Captain  Semmes  is  at 
Kotway's  hotel  here,  and  the  other  officers  and  men  are  about  here,  getting  clothes  and  neces- 
saries ;  they  are  taken  charge  of  at  the  Sailors*  Home  here.  Captain  Semmes  and  chief  offi- 
cer Lee  are  now  at  Emmanuel's,  the  tailor,  on  High  street,  making  purchases.  His  hand  is 
bandaged  over,  owing  to  a  wound  he  received  in  action.  The  shop  is  crowded  with  people, 
endeavoring  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  confederate  commander. 


The  Moniteur's  account. 


The  Moniteur  of  yesterday  (Monday)  rooming  gave  the  following  account  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Alabama :  "  The  Alabama  left  the  port  of  Cherbourg  at  11.30  a.  m.  The  engage- 
ment with  the  Kearsarge  commenced  at  noon,  when  a  violent  cannonade  was  heard.  The 
Alabama,  being  pursued  by  the  Kearsarge,  made  all  her  speed  to  reach  Cherbourg,  but 
shortly  after  one  o'clock  she  sank." 


The  victor  and  the  vanquished. 

Under  this  title  the  Evening  Star  supplies  some  information  regarding  the  two  vessels.  In 
reading  it  the  public  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  Star  is  a  violently  northern  paper,  and  that 
a  strong  federal  bias  is  lietokened  in  the  tenor  of  the  article. 

The  ioUowing  description  of  the  Alabama,  which  yesterday  snccumbed  to  the  United  States 
war-sloop  Kearsarge,  will  be  read  with  interest.  It  is  from  the  private  journal  of  one  of  her 
officers  :  **  The  *  No.  290,'  or  Alabama,  was  launched  from  the  building-yard  of  Messrs.  Lmrd, 
of  Birkenhead.  She  was  a  bark-ri^^ged  wooden  propeller  of  1,040  tons  register.  Length 
of  keel,  210;  length  over  all,  2*20  teet;  beam,  82;  depth,  17.  Her  engines,  built  by  the 
same  firm,  were  two  horizontal  ones,  each  of  300  horse-power,  with  stowage  Ifor  300  tons  of 
coal.  Her  sails,  carried  at  all  times,  were  as  follows:  Fore,  foretopmast-staysail,  and  jib ;  two 
large  trysails;  the  usual  square  sails  on  fore  and  main,  with  the  exception  of  the  mainsail, 
which  was  a  flying  one ;  spanker  and  gaff-tupsails ;  all  stauding  rigging  wire.  Double  wheel, 
with  motto  engraved  thereon,  ^^Aide  toi,  ct  Z>icMraiV/era,"placed  just  before  the  mizsenmast. 
Bridge  in  the  centre,  just  before  the  funnel.  She  carried  five  boats  viz:  cutter  and  launch 
amidships,  gig  and  whalelniat  between  the  main  and  mizzenmasts,  and  dingey  astern.  The 
main  deck  was  pierced  for  12  guns,  elliptic  stern,  billet  head,  high  bulwarks;  cabin  accom- 
modation, first  class ;  wardroom  furnished  with  a  handsome  suit  of  stato-rcMnns ;  stoemge 
starboard  for  midshipmen ;  port  for  engineers.    Next  came  engine-room,  ooal-bunkers,  Ac 
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Then  ibe  lierth  deck,  ciipabh'  of  accoinni(n].'itiii^  r20  nii'ii ;  iiud*T  the  wardroom  were  store- 
rooms, and  under  the  stitMapfc^  were  .sholl-rooiihs ;  just  forward  of  tliofinf-arms  ranie  the  hold; 
next  the  uiagaztncs ;  and  fonvard  of  all  the  hoatswaiiis'  and  sailniakers'  storerooms ;  the  bold, 
dtc,  being  all  under  the  berth  deck."  At  the  tune  tin-  Alabama  left  Cherbourg  ber  crew 
numbered  ratber  more  than  loO  persons. 

The  Alabama  ftaile<l  from  I/iverpo4>l  on  the  '39th  of  July,  180*2,  Of  ber  notorions  career  it 
Is  hardly  neoes^ar^'  to  speak,  so  often  hav«»  her  tluinj^.s  bt-en  the  snbject  of  comment  in  the 
preas.  Durinj^  a  career  of  nearly  two  years  she  has  visited  almost  every  quarter  of  tho  world, 
tiuminfif  and  destroying  the  peacoablc  vesst'ls  of  the  I'nited  States  mercantile  maiine  wherc- 
ever  toiiud,  and  dexterously  evading  the  repcatcil  etlorts  of  the  United  States  navy  to  effect 
ber  captun'. 

We  believe  her  solitarv  encounttjr  befoie  the  one  which  has  now  terminated  ber  career  of 
mu^chiet*  took  place  otf  (uilveston,  when  she  decoyed  the  gunboat  Hatteras  within  range  of 
brr  giuis  b.T  bailing  as  her  Majesty's  steamer  Petrel,  the  Hatteras  being  sunk  by  the  Ala- 
bsaia's  broadside.  The  latest  achievement  of  Captain  Sennnes,  her  commander,  was  in  the 
funn  of  a  legal  arginnent,  addressed  to  a  contemporary,  in  justification  of  the  practice  of 
destroviiig  vessels  without  adjudication  by  a  court  of  law.  "We  believe  that  there  is  no  doubt 
a»  to  tlie  tight  with  the  Kenrsarge  having  been  sought  by  Captain  Senmies,  and  that  it  was 
CAgerly  aci-«*pted  by  the  gallant  otHcer  in  command  of  that  vessel. 

The  Kearsarge  (not  Kearsage  as  given  in  the  telegrams)  is  one  of  the  new  vessels  of  the 
V'uited  States  navy,  built  since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  the  twin  ship  of  the  Tus* 
caroru,  whose  piesencein  the  Solent  dining  the  visit  of  the  confederate  cruiser  Nasliville  (since 
destroyed)  occasioned  considerable  excitement  some  time  since.  »Sheis  a  sloop  of  1,0:U  tons, 
rHrryjiig  eight  guns.  Her  broadside  guns  are  :V2-pounders,  six  in  number;  but  she  is  also 
titmiabed  with  two  1 1-inch  smooth-boie  Dahlgrens  :  and  it  is  to  these  tremendous  weapons  the 
siukiDg  of  the  Alabama  is  probably  due.  Her  crew  consists  of  about  IdU  men,  her  captain 
lieing'  Jubu  A.  AVin^low,  u  loyal  North  Caiolinian,  and  her  tirst  oiHcer,  Lieutauant  .lame^  S. 
Tborntou,  who,  in  the  same  capacity,  as>isted  at  the  capture  of  the  iron-dad  Atlanta,  at  Sa- 
laniiab,  »onie  mouths  ago.  Lieutenant  Thornton  has  a  high  reputation  in  the  service  as  an 
artiller}'  ufiicer.  The  names  of  the  two  ho>tile  shijis  are  curiously  enough  indicative  of  their 
rt'Apectivi*  origin.  The  Alabama  is  named  after  the  prouilest  of  the  slave  States,  and  the 
Kearsargc  after  a  range  of  mountains  in  tree  New  England.  We  believe  the  latter  vessel  was 
oue  of  tiie  nine  gunboats  furni>hed  to  the  l.'uited  States  government  in  ninety  days  from  the 
duie  of  the  order  being  given. 

The  alxive  sketch  will  show  that  in  point  of  size,  men,  and  armament,  the  two  Vf>ssels  were 
lioC  uueijnally  matched.  And  Anglo-Saxon  couiagi^  and  si  amanship  no  doubt  aided  both ;  for 
t'if  crew  <»f  the  Alabama,  it  will  be  reinemlH-ri'd.  con>ist*'d  aluiost  entirely  of  Engli^hme.n, 
liianv  of  whom  had  belon<red  to  the  naval  reserve. 

The  crew  were  i)jii<l  r«-gula:ly  ev(My  three  months  l>y  onlers  on  l/ivtTpoo:. 


Fnnn  thi  lAct  rpuul  Dully  Punt,  Jinn  'JJ,  1N>-1. 

Haii.v  Post  Oifhi:,  Tmsday,  l»  «.  wi. 

Till:  Al.AiiAMA  AM)  Tin:  Keaksaih;i:. — Tl.e  Tinn-*  is  pn/zled  to  know  why  Captain 
."^••mnies,  who  bus  gained  so  uiiqiiesiionaliie  a  reputation  for  courage,  came  out  with  a  .shi]) 
just  returned  from  a  long  voyagf,  much  in  want  ol"  m  pair,  t»)  encounter  a  foe  larger,  U-tter 
iiiiiuned,  better  armed,  provide«l,  as  it  turned  out.  \\\\\\  some  special  contrivance  tor  protee- 
t:«*n.  and  (piite  as  likely  to  W  a>  wi-11  liamlied  :i>  hi>  own  ship. 

The  Times,  in  its  account  of  the  ai-titin,  states  that  a>  t}i(>  guns  of  the  Alabama  hail  been 
|*o;uted  t'ur  two  tliousimd  yards,  and  tlii>  second  shoi  went  right  through  the  Kearsarge,  that 
»a«  probably  the  distanci?  at  tiist.     TIa-  ships  weie  never  nearer  than  a  tpiarter  of  a  mile. 

The  Alabama  tiled  (piicker — in  all,  about  one  hundre<]  :ind  tilty  rounds.  The  Kem surge 
Isred  lilutut  one  hundred  rounds,  chielly  11-inch  shells.  One  of  these  shells  br4ike  the  Ala- 
Lama's  rudder,  and  compelled  her  to  hoist  sitii.  J>y  this  lime,  how(-ver,  after  about  an  hour's 
wuxk,  the  Alabanuk  was  sinking,  and  could  only  make  (he  be^t  of  her  way  in  the  diiectii>n  of 
C'herlmuig. 

To  all  api»eurance  tho  sujuriority  of  tin*  K»'iir>argf?  lay  j>artly  in  her  guns,  and,  of  course, 
i^.)mewbHt  in  her  more  numerou.'>  ciew,  bur  not  le>s  in  her  moie  poweitul  marhinery.  which 
euabled  iier  to  move  ipiicker  ami  mannuvie  more  <'a.'«ily. 

Tbeie  appears  to  have  been  a  very  rrspcctabii*  allowance  of  killed,  witunded,  and  Uiissing, 
and  auiuug  the  latter  is  an  English  surgeon,  v.  ho  1>  su]iposed  to  have  gone  to  the  iiotiom  in 
the  uiidsi  of  bis  bleeding  patients. 

Exactly  au  hour  ela]>sed  from  the  lir<t  shot  to  the  moment  when  it  lH>came  obvious  that 
the  ve$(iel  was  sinking,  when,  indeed,  the  rudder  was  bioken,  and  the  tires  were  ]fUt  out. 
That  is  the  pace  at  whicb  our  naval  engagfuients  will  be  fought  for  the  future.  In  this 
instance  tbc  pace  was  all  the  (piicker  because  the  guns  had  start  of  the  ship<.  the  guns  being 
the  new  artillery,  tbe  ships  wooden. 
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On  board  tho  Alabama  all  the  hammocks  were  let  loose,  and  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  sinking  rather  than  that  she  should  be  captured. 

As  far  as  is  known,  not  a  relic  of  the  Alabama  is  in  tlic  possession  of  hor  succossfal  rival. 
When  she  was  sinking  Captain  Senmies  droi)ped  his  sword  into  the  sea,  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bilitjjr  of  its  getting  into  their  hands.  • 

The  men  were  all  true  to  the  last.  Tliey  only  ce^ased  firing  when  the  water  came  into  the 
muzzles  of  their  guns ;  and  as  they  swam  for  life,  all  they  cared  for  was  that  their  commander 
should  not  fall  into  federal  hands.  He  reports  that  he  owes  his  best  men  to  the  training  they 
received  on  board  the  Excellent. 

The  Kearsargc  carries  ten  very  heavy  II -inch  shell  guns,  the  so-called  columbiads  of  tho 
America^  navy.  The  Alabama,  on  the  contrary,  is  stated  to  have  had  only  two  heavy  rifled 
guns  and  six  broadsiders,  (3'2-pounders.) 


Proposed  demonstration  to  Captain  Scmrncs. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  Post : 

Sir  :  It  has  been  cuiTently  reported  on  change  to-day  that  Captain  Semmes,  of  the  late 
steamer  Alabama,  is  expected  in  Liverpool  most  probably  to-morrow,  and  that  the  gentlemen 
forming  the  Southern  Club  in  Brown  a  buildings  purpose  giving  him  a  public  ovation  upon 
his  appearance  upon  change,  such  as  Englishmen  only  give  to  great  public  men  of  this 
country,  or  to  illustrious  strangers.  As  Captain  Semmes  cannot,  I  think,  fairly  lay  claim  to 
either  of  these  designations,  but  appears  merely  as  a  combatant  in  a  struggle  in  which  Great 
Britain  has,  bv  the  voice  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  proclaimed  a  strict  neutrality,  may  1  beg 
of  you  to  publish  this  protest  against  such  a  proceediu^,  a  protest  which,  I  am  sure,  is  but 
the  expression  of  the  reflecting  mercantile  community  ot  Liverpool  1  I  trust  the  merchants 
of  Liverpool  will  not,  by  tacitly  acquiescing  in  such  a  demonstration,  add  still  further  to  the 
irritation  of  feeling  alreauy  existing  hi  the  United  States  respecting  the  Alabama;  for  whether 
she  may  be  considered  as  having  been  a  duly  recognizeil  vessel-of-war  of  tho  southern  con- 
federacy or  not,  she  sailed  from  this  country  by  stealth,  and  in  doing  so  violated  our  municipal 
laws.  Surely  our  merchants  and  ship-owners,  who  have  so  much  to  lose  by  the  precedent  of 
the  Alabama  being  established,  viz:  cruising  on  the  high  seas,  plundering,  burning,  and 
destroying,  but  not  legally  and  according  to  international  laws  condemning  her  prizes,  will 
not  only  hesitate  before  tliey  permit  such  a  demonstration  to  take  place,  but  will  take  such 
steps  as  will  prevent  its  occurrence,  and  thereby  discountenance  and  prevent  such  a  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  those  southern  gentlemen  resident  here  and  their  friends,  who  would  be  too 
glad  of  any  opportunity  to  embroil  this  country  in  a  war  with  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
regardless  of  the  consequences  to  our  honor  or  to  the  material  interests  of  our  country.  Such 
a  demonstration,  if  attempted,  is  sure  to  be  met  by  one  of  an  op])08ite  character ;  and  I  trust 
both  may  be  avoided  by  a  little  reflection  on  tho  part  of  tliose  gentlemen  who,  as  strangers, 
find  themselves  received  hero  with  kindness  and  courtesy  even  by  those  who  differ  with 
them,  and  who  consequently  ought  to  be  the  lost  to  act  in  any  way  which  would  prejudice 
the  interests  or  the  honor  of  this  country. 

Yours,  trulv, 

A  BRITISH  SHIP-OWNER. 

Liverpool,  June  20,  ]H(U. 


Mr.  Lancaster's  account  of  the  fight. 

Mr.  Lancaster  wrote  as  follows  to  the  Times : 

Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  log  respecting  the  engagement  between  the  con- 
federate steamer  Alabama  and  the  federal  steamer  Kearsargc : 

^^Sundaifj  June  19,  9  a.  m. — Got  up  steam,  and  proceeded  out  of  Cherbourg  harbor. 

"  10.30. — Observed  the  Alabama  steaming  out  of  the  harbor  towards  the  federal  steamer 
Kearsarge. 

*M1.10. — The  Alabama  commenced  firing  with  her  starboard  battery,  the  diBtanco  between 
the  contending  vessels  being  about  one  mile.  The  Kearsarge  immediately  replied  with  her 
starboard  guns.  A  very  sharp,  s])irited  firing  was  kept  up,  shot  sometimes  being  varied  by 
shells.  In  manoeuvring  both  vessels  made  seven  complete  circles  at  a  distance  of  from  a 
quarter  to  half  a  mile. 

**  At  12  a  slight  intermission  was  observed  in  the  Alabamans  firing,  the  Ahi^ama  making* 
head  sail,  and  shaping  her  course  for  the  land,  distant  about  nine  miles. 

**  At  12.30  observed  tho  Alabama  to  be  disabled  and  in  a  sinking  state.  Wo  iokqpediaftelj 
made  towards  her,  and  on  passing  the  Kearsarge  were  requested  to  assist  in  saving  the 
Alabama's  crew. 
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•'At  Ji2.5li,  wlion  within  a  distance  of  two  hundnnl  yards,  the  A]a])aiiia  Hunk.  Wo  then 
lowereil  our  two  bouts,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  tlio  Ahibania's  whulc-boat  and  dingey,  suc- 
ceeded in  SAviDg  about  forty  men,  includinj^  Ciiptaiu  Senniies  and  thirteen  oiiicers.  At  one 
p.  m,  we  flteorod  for  Southanijttou.*' 

I  may  istaic  that  before  leavinp:  tlie  Kcarsarpj^c  was  apparently  much  disabU'd.  The 
AiabaiDa*H  lod?,  so  far  as  at  present  ascertained,  in  killed  and  wounded,  &c.,  was  as  follows, 
vis:  one  ofiBcer  and  one  man  drowned,  six  men  killed,  and  one  otiicer  and  sixteen  men 
woanded.     Captain  Semmes  received  a  sli<Tht  wound  in  tlie  right  hand. 

The  Kearsarge'd  boats  were,  alter  some  delay,  lowered,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
Frencli  pilot-bout,  succeeded  in  picking  u])  the  remaining  survivurs. 

JOHN  LANCASTER. 

STE.1M- Yacht  DEKUIIorND,  off  CV«f<>",  June  W. 


It  is  sooK'what  remarkable  that  the  steam-yacht  Decrhound,  from  whose  deck  was  wit 
ne^scd  the  iight  b(?twe<.n  the  Alabama  and  K(>arsarge,  was  built  at  the  same  time  and  in 
the  same  yard  with  the  Alabama.  The  builders  were  the  Messrs.  Laird,  and  th(i  Deerhound 
was  the  iirst  steel-clad  vessel  built.  The  plates  were  manuhicturcd  at  the  Mersey  Steel  and 
Iron  Works.  She  was  built  for  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  and  subsequently  sold  to  Mr.  Lancaster, 
of  the  iron  works,  Wigaji. 

The  Keursarge  is  commanded  by  Ca])tain  John  A.  Winslow,  a  nativi;  of  North  Carolina. 
TTie  Keursarge  carries  seven  guns,  two  of  which  are  lUlI-pounders  each. — Litcrpool  Post. 


The  English  steam-yacht  Deerhound,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Ijancaster,  of  Hindley  Hall, 
Wipin,  when  she  steamed  out  of  Cherbourg  on  Sunday  morning,  had  on  board  Mrs.  Lan- 
cascer,  her  family,  and  niece.  After  the  tight  was  over  the  yacht  steamed  to  Southampton 
at  the  rate  of  thirteen  knots  an  hour. — Litcrpool  Post, 


Letter  Jrom  the  Secretary  rtf  StafCy  transmitthtg  copy  of  despatch  No.  305  of  the 

United  States  consul  at  Lirerpoul, 

Departmkxt  of  Statk, 

Washifigto/if  July  9,  18G4. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  tran:?iiiit  herewith,  for  vour  further  inforination  iu 
rcganl  to  the  destruction  of  thir  ALibania  and  tlie  niovemeutt*  of  bb)cka(le  runner.^, 
a  <lci<p.itch  (Xo.  305)  receive<l  from  the  United  States  cmipul  at  Liverpool. 
I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  vour  oljcdient  servant, 

WIIJJAM  ir.  SEWAIID. 
Hon.  GiDKox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (Jie  Nary. 


DcMpatfh  of  (he  United  Staffs  consul  at  hirerpooU  enclosing  additional  cxtractit 

from  foreign  newspapers. 

Xo.  305. 1  rxiTKi)  States  Consulate, 

Lirerjfooly  June  24,  ISO 4. 

Sir  :  A  vessel  from  Bermuda  reports  the  pirate  steamer  Florida  oft'  that  island 
on  the  Gth  instant. 

Enclosure  X^o.  1  contains  Captain  Semmes's  statement  r»f  the  figlit  between 
the  Alabiima  and  Kearsarge,  cut  from  the  London  Times  of  yesterday;  also  an 
editorial  and  communication  from  the  Liverpiwd  CouriiT.    •         •         •         ♦ 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  ir.  DUDLEY. 
Hon.  WiLLiA.\i  IL  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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**  Accompanvinp^  you  will  find  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  of  those  who  were 
picked  up  bv  tue  Dcerhouud ;  tlie  remainder,  there  is  reason  to  hope,  were  picked  np  by  the 
enemy  and  by  a  couple  of  French  pilot-bouts,  which  were  also  fortunately  near  the  scene  of 
action. 

'*  At  the  end  of  the  cnj^agement  it  was  discovered  by  those  of  our  officers  who  went  along- 
side the  enemy's  ship  with  the  wounded  that  her  midship  section  on  both  sides  was  thoroughly 
inm-coated;  this  having  been  done  with  chain  constiiicted  for  the  purpose,  placed  perpen- 
dkular^y  irom  the  rail  to  the  water's  edge,  the  whole  covered  over,  by  a  thin  outer  planking, 
which  eave  no  indication  of  the  armor  beneath. 

'*  This  planking  had  becu  ripped  off  in  every  direction  by  our  shot  and  shell,  the  chain 
broken  and  indented  in  many  places,  and  forced  partly  into  the  ship's  side.  She  was  most 
cfiectually  guarded,  however,  in  this  section  from  penetration.  The  enemy  was  much  dam- 
aged in  other  parts,  but  to  what  extent  it  is  now  impossible  to  tell ;  it  is  believed  ho  was  badly 
crippled. 

**  jf y  officers  and  men  behaved  steadily  and  gallantly,  and  though  they  have  lost  their  ship 
they  have  not  lost  honor. 

**  When  all  behaved  so  well  it  would  bo  invidious  to  particularize,  but  I  cannot  deny 
myself  the  pleasure  of  saving  that  Mr.  Kell,  my  tirst  lieutenant,  deserves  groat  credit  for  the 
fine  condition  in  which  the  ship  went  into  action  with  regard  to  her  battery,  magazine,  and 
shdl-nMms,  and  that  he  rendered  me  great  assistance  by  his  coolness  and  judgment  as  the 
fightproceeded. 

**T1m  enemy  was  heavier  than  mvsclf,  both  in  ship,  battery,  and  crew;  but  I  did  not 
know  until  the  action  was  over  that  sne  was  also  iron-clad. 

'*  Onr  total  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  30,  to  wit:  9  killed,  21  wounded. 
''I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

*^R.  SEMMES,  Captain.'' 


From  the  Liverpool  Courier,  June  23,  1864. 

THE  LAST  FIGHT  OF  THE  ALABAMA. 

Down  under  the  French  waters,  resting  on  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  lies  tlie  gallant  Alabama, 
with  all  her  guns  aboard,  and  some  of  her  brave  crew  wuitin?  until  the  sea  yields  up  its  dead. 
Uer  career  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  shortlived,  for  sne  has  made  her  name  and  the 
daiactor  of  the  young  navy  of  the  south  famous  through  all  the  world.  No  need  to  blush 
hnre  the  builders  of  the  Alabama.  Of  good  old  English  oak  were  her  timbers,  fashioned  by 
En^ish  shipwrights.  Active  hands  and  stout  hearts  were  those  of  her  seamen.  Over  the 
waters  she  passed  tnum])hantly  for  nearly  three  years  as  an  angel  of  destruction,  and  she 
kiM  been  at  once  the  emblem  of  the  power  and  of  the  waste  of  war.  On  the  dark  ocean, 
when  the  mariner  beheld  a  sheet  of  tlamo  rising  in  the  distance,  and  saw  the  long  dark  hull 
of  the  victor  emerging  from  the  smoke,  ho  knew  the  Alabama  had  been  at  work.  She  has 
driTcn  uortheni  ship]>ing  from  the  seas,  for  none  knew  when  or  where  the  Alabama  might 
be  net,  and  to  meet  her  was  ruin.  She  has  cost  the  federals  a  thousand  times  more  than  her 
price.  She  has  been  worth  an  army  of  100,000  men  to  the  confederacy,  for  the  vigor  and 
skill  with  which  she  was  commanded  impressed  all  with  respect  for  the  people  who,  at  a 
Bioaient*s  warning,  could  send  forth  f  uch  a  ship  and  such  a  crew.  She  was  the  allegory  of 
the  ooufederacy  itself  in  all  but  her  closing  scone.  Her  crew  exhibited  the  same  daring,  the 
■nme  self-sacritice,  the  .same  fortitude,  the  same  fertility  in  expedients,  the  same  indomitable 
conmge  which  the  whole  confederacy  manifests  to  the  world.  At  the  last  she  went  forth 
gnlliuitly,  and  sank  amidst  the  cheers  of  her  crew,  with  her  pennon  fluttering  upwards  before 
it  met  the  waters,  leaving  not  a  rope  or  spar  for  the  enemy  to  triumph  over.  Down  with  her 
hissed  to  the  bottom  her  captain's  sword.  The  emblem  of  authority  lies  beside  the  ship, 
never  to  be  seen  by  man  again.  Had  fortune  favored  the  gigantic  invasion  of  Grant,  had 
it  been  written  that  Kiehmoud  could  resist  no  more,  we  believe  that  Lee  and  his  soldiers 
would  have  gone  forth  to  battle  as  boldly  as  Sommes  and  his  crew,  and  at  the  last  Kiclimond 
would  have  disappeared,  like  the  Alabama,  amidst  tire  and  smoke,  the  roar  of  artillery  and 
the  cheers  of  her  defenders  exulting  in  the  hour  of  defeat. 

The  Kearsarge,  whose  glory  it  is  to  have  slain  the  dragon  which  devastated  the  American 
mercsntile  marine,  was  built  not  for  speetl  but  for  war.  She  was  armed  with  the  favorite 
ooiumbiads  of  the  American  navy,  and  threw  J I -inch  shells.  She  had  but  recently  received 
a  thorough  repair  in  an  English  dockyard,  and  her  machinery  was  in  the  nicest  orJer.  The 
Alabama  bad  been  knocking  about  the  world  almost  incessantly ;  constant  seri'ice  had 
strij)ped  off  her  copper,  strained  her  timbers,  and  loosened  her  joints.  She  was  no  longer  the 
MWiA  messenger  of  ruin  that  she  had  been,  and  \^en  her  commander  accepted  the  challenge^ 
of  the  Kearsiirge,  she  was  preparing  to  undergo  repairs  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  her 
it.  Her  en<l  was  as  romantic  as  her  career.  She  went  out  to  do  or  die.  AH  her  books 
p^ien,  all  the  tokens  of  remembrance  of  past  successes,  were  deliberately  landed  before 
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she  went  forth  to  meet  her  antaf oulat  Before  the  fight  began  everj  preparation  had  been 
made  to  sink  her  at  the  worst.  The  Alabama  should  never  enter  Brooklyn  navy  yard  in  tow 
of  a  federal  war  ship.  We  do  not  agpree  with  those  who  censure  Captain  Semmes,  and  think 
him  to  have  been  guiltv  of  rashness  in  encountering  a  ship  which  he  knew  well  was  fresh 
from  port  and  stored  with  the  most  ciTective  means  for  his  destruction.  An  examination  of 
the  Alabama  may  have  proved  that  thorough  repair  was  hopeless ;  he  may  have  determined 
that  his  noble  ship  should  never  be  known  as  a  quiet  trader  creeping  along  the  coasts ;  that 
her  last  act  should  be  like  her  whole  career,  one  of  daring  defiance  of  her  enemies,  and  that 
as  men  walk  the  earth  and  rest  in  earth,  so  she  should  sink  into  the  waters  which  had  been 
her  home.  Captain  Semmes  might  have  declined  the  contest  had  ho  known  that  the  Kcarsarge 
wore  armor.  When  the  federal  fleets  stormed  the  castles  which  defended  New  Orleans, 
they  were  hung  round  with  looped  cables,  and  to  these  they  owed  their  safety.  The  Kearsarge 
entered  the  fight  like  a  duellist  with  chain  armour  under  his  shirt.  Had  Captain  Semmes 
been  aware  of  the  fact,  ho  would  probably  liave  refused  to  fight  his  ship  against  an  cnem}'  so 
defended. 

But  we  prefer  to  think  that  Captain  Semmes  believed  the  sinking  of  the  Alabama  in  fair 
downright  fight  would  reflect  more  credit  on  his  country  than  her  preservation  at  the  time. 
A  brave  seaman  does  not  coldlv  calculate  the  chances  that  are  against  him,  and  well  is  it  for 
England  that  it  is  so.  It  would  sully  the  brilliant  glory  of  the  Alabama  were  sho  to  sknlk 
in  port,  and  owe  her  safety  to  French  guns,  while  a  challenging  enemy  waited  outside  for  the 
moments  of  her  appe4irance.  The  northern  press  would  have  charged  the  crew  of  the 
Alabama  with  cowardice;  it  would  have  been  said  that  her  commander  was  bold  against 
unarined  merchantmen,  but  avoided  a  contest  with  an  armed  antagonist.  From  our  own 
bitter  experience  at  the  present  moment,  we  know  that  there  are  some  things  more  precious 
than  the  preservation  of  what  is  under  our  command.  The  honor  of  England  is  far  moro 
precious  than  the  six  weeks'  abeyance  of  war  we  have  purchased  by  dishonorable  truck- 
ling. The  career  of  the  Alabama  is  the  first  bright  page  in  the  history  of  the  southern  navy, 
and  the  finis  should  be  brilliant  too.  The  honor  of  the  confederacy  might  seem  to  require 
that  the  Alabama  should  shrink  from  no  encounter,  no  matter  what  the  issue  might  be.  So 
Captain  Semmes  called  his  **sea  dogs"  together,  and  told  them  what  he  designed  to  do. 
The  crew  were  worthy  of  him,  and  to  a  man  demanded  to  be  led  against  the  enemy.  The 
fortune  of  the  day  does  not  always  depend  upon  strength.  Who  knew  whether  some  lucky 
shot  might  not  make  the  Kearsarge  a  prize?  At  the  worst,  the  Alabama  should  end  her 
career  gloriously,  and  her  funeral  dirge  should  be  the  thunder  of  artillery  as  she  sank 
grandly  in  the  waters  which  embraced  her. 

The  Alabama  taught  us  that  vessels  of  her  class  and  build  are  likely  to  possess  an  extra- 
ordinary influence  on  all  future  maritime  wars.  We  have  been  building  immense  iron  Cftstles 
at  the  cost  of  half  a  million  each,  yet  these  are  useful  only  in  deep  waters,  and  against  stone 
forts,  or  ships  which  can  move  less  rapidly  than  Uiey.  Alabamas  can  dash  up  creeks  and 
rivers,  can  bound  over  shallows  where  a  warrior  would  be  grounded,  and  can  always,  from 
their  greater  speed,  avoid  collision  with  a  more  powerful  antagonist.  An  Alabama,  armed 
with  two  or  three  of  the  most  powerful  guns,  could  pepper  a  larger  ship  of  slower  motion 
from  a  distance.  A  few  vessels  of  her  clus  would  soon  clear  the  seas  of  an  enemy's  com- 
merce. Happily  such  ships  can  only  be  built  in  England  and  at  Liverpool,  else  our  friend 
and  ally  might  teach  us  what  an  Alabama  could  do. 

The  Alabama  fought  gloriously  to  the  end ;  her  guns  still  played  while  the  water  entered 
their  muzzles,  and  when  her  engine  fires  were  drowned;  but  she  was  disabled  and  rendered 
almost  unmanageable  by  a  single  shot.  An  eleven-inch  shell  tore  away  one  fan  of  her  pro- 
peller and  destroyed  her  rudder.  After  that  she  was  but  a  battery  capable  of  being  propelled 
only  by  sails.  Now,  here  is  a  fact  from  which  we  should  derive  a  lesson.  In  all  future 
engagements  the  first  object  of  the  enemy  will  be  to  render  his  antagoxust  incapable  of  rapid 
motion  or  manoeuvring.  We  sink  the  engines  of  our  vessels-of-war  under  the  water-line,  but 
as  yet  no  means  have  been  adopted  to  secure  the  propeller  and  the  steerage  apparatus  from 
the  efforts  of  an  enemy.  This  is  a  matter  which  should  be  looked  to.  As  long  as  the 
Alabama  was  able  to  move  in  a  war-dance  of  circles,  so  long  she  was  triumphant;  wnmi  her 
propeller  was  injured,  she  was  almost  at  the  mercy  of  the  foe. 

So  ends  the  story  of  the  Alabama,  whose  journal  would  be  the  most  interesting  volome  of 
ocean  literature;  whose  ubiquity  scared  the  commerce  of  America  from  the  seas;  whose  de- 
structive powers  have  ruined  property  belonging  to  the  northerns  valued  at  upwards  of  three 
millions  of  money ;  whose  actions  very  nearly  involved  these  countries  in  war  with  the  United 
States.  The  Americ^ins  are  indignant  that  the  ship  was  built  by  British  hands,  of  British  oak, 
arme<l  with  British  guns,  and  manned  by  British  sailors.  We  cannot  contradict  the  fact,  it 
it  be  so,  but  we  can  gather  comfort  from  it  against  all  coming  storms.  We  have  the  oak,  the 
skill,  the  iron,  the  ^uus,  and  above  all,  the  men,  still;  and  it  is  the  fault  of  government,  and 
govcnimcnt  alone,  if,  when  war  breaks  out,  England  does  not  possess  at  sea  a  fleet  of  a  score 
of  Alahainofl,  ready  for  any  contest  that  may  oner. 
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The  Keanarge  and  the  Alabamans  wounded. 

The  present  whereabouts  of  tbe  Kearsargre,  whether  she  had  reiiiniued  nt  Cherbonrg  or 
gone  to  Ostend,  was  a  mystery  at  the  United  States  consulate  here  yesterday.  The  only 
pvticidaii  known  of  the  tiglit  beyond  those  published  were  that  the  Kearsar^jre  had  only 
three  men  wonnded,  no  officers  wounded,  and  no  one  killed,  and  that  the  ship  was  **  ready 
lo  6ght  that  day  if  reauired."  Of  the  Alabama's  wounded  put  on  board  tnree  died,  and 
fifteen  were  landed  at  Ciierboure:.  Captain  Senimes  is  not  likely  to  l)e  in  Liverpool  for  some 
deye ;  indeed,  it  is  not  certain  that  he  will  come  here  at  all.  It  is  nimored  that  ^ms  for  the 
ennament  of  the  Rappahannock  have  been  sent  to  France,  and  that  she  will  shortly  be  put 
In  commission  as  a  confederate  cniiser. — Lirerpool  Courier. 


THE  KEARSARGE  AND  THE  ALABAMA.—A  LESSON  FOR  THE  ADMIRALTY. 

Te  <Ae  Editor  qftht  Daily  Courier: 

Bm :  The  federal  Americ4ins  in  this  town  are  jubilant  over  the  very  decided  victory  obtained 
by  tbe  Kearsuree  in  last  Sunday's  sea  li^ht.    They  Btvy,  ''Here  is  a  iiritish-buiJt,  British 
tqnippcd,  and  British-manned,  though  American  ctmuimnded,  ve»iKel-of-war,  the  Alabama, 
■Bnk  in  an  hour's  fair  tif^ht  by  an  American  vessel  of  the  same  size,  sume  power,  (of  engines,) 
■nd  Millie  number  of  guns." 

80  fkr  they  are  auite  correct.  The  Alabama  was  built  iu  an  English  private  yard,  of  the 
best  materials,  witiiout  stint  of  cost. 

8be  measured  ],(>44  tons,  had  engines  of  nominally  300-horse  power,  and  carried  eight 
pms,  six  32-ponnder  broiulsides,  smootlt  bores,  and  two  pivot  guns,  on  Captain  Blakelv'a 
principle,  called  70-pounders,  ritied,  and  firing  elongated  shells  one  hundn>d  pounds  weight. 
llie  Kearsarge  was  built  iu  an  American  private  yard  in  ninety  days,  it  is  said,  measiueB 
1,031  tons,  engine  power  not  stated,  and  has  also  eight  gnus,  six  ^{2-pounders  on  the  broad- 
side,  and  two  pivot  guns,  Dahlgren's  11-inch  bore,  called  l()0-iH)Uuder  columbiads,  but  regu- 
hrlr  lerred  with  shells  weighing  two  hundn>d  pounds. 

(^re  hundred  of  these  terrible  weapons  are  stated  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  various 
Tewelfl  of  the  federal  navy.  Have  we  a  single  gun  of  equal  calibre  on  any  British  ship- 
of-war?  . 
Ttere  are  several  conflicting  statements  regarding  the  recent  fight  which  require  to  be 
— led  np  by  the  official  accounts  of  the  respective  connnauders.  For  instance,  it  was  at 
stated  that  the  su]M>rior  s|H.H*d  of  the  Alabama  on  Sunday  enabled  lier  to  steam  round  and 
d  bar  adversary.  Later  accounts  in  the  Times  state  that  the  Kearsarge  had  an  advan- 
in  tbis  respect  of  three  knots  an  huur,  and  that  she  had  such  a  command  of  steam  that 
it  wna  eoatinoally  blowing  off  during  the  action.  This  latter  part  of  the  statement  is  no 
pRM»f  of  the  former,  but  ratlu>r  an  indication  that  the  furnaces  of  the  Kearsarge  were  kept 
wall  plied,  to  maintain  a  full  head  of  stoam  for  an  emergency,  (such  as  ninning  down,  or 
mmminr,  a  favorite  American  nianteuvre,)  and  that  her  eucrines  being  worked  at  reduced 
tpccd  auowed  the  suq)lus  steam  to  escape  and  show  itself.  The  Alabama's  machinery,  it  is 
kD0>wn,  must  have  Ihm'u  somewhat  out  of  order,  as  the  natural  consequence  of  her  long  cruise, 
bat  ahe  had,  indeed,  fallen  off  greatly  from  her  usual  speed  (twelve  to  thirteen  knots  under 
■tnam)  if  the  Kearsarg(>  had  an  advantage  over  lier  of  thret>  knots.  Ca]>tain  Semmes  evidently 
bad  ftUl  confidence  in  the  s]>eed  and  strength  of  his  vessel,  judging  by  the  eagerness  with 
wUrh  he  opened  the  figlit,  and  attemjittHl  to  run  alongside  of  and  board  his  adversary,  an 
attempt  which  the  commander  of  the  Kearsargt*  cleverly  evadeil. 

Tbe  comparative  ailvantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  vessels  did  not  lie  in  their  English 
or  American  build,  but  would  ap|)ear,  so  far  as  may  be  judged  without  perfect  information^ 
lo  be  contained  iu  their  reh]>ective  trim,  calibre  of  heaviest  guns,  and  the  ingenious  con* 
trivance  of  tricing  heavy  chain-cables  longitudinally  outside  the  planking  of  the  federal  ves> 
teU  an  elastic  butfer  against  shots  most  effect ually  used  by  the  wooden  vessels  of  the  federal 
fltet  in  forcing  the  passage  of  the  lower  Mississip]>i  and  subsequent  CHpture  of  New  Orleans. 
Tbe  Kearsarge*  was  well  down  in  the  water.  One  account  states  the  heads  of  the  men 
standing  in  the  boats  after  the  action  was  over  were  on  a  level  with  her  upper  deck.  The 
gimter  part  of  the  whole  length  of  her  hides  was  protected  by  her  ingeniously  contrived  chain 
or.  and  the  llKl-pound  shells  of  the  Altibamii  are  described  as  rebounding  from  this  buffer 


and  exploding  hannlessly  in  the  water.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Alabama  was  '^flving  light,** 
and  hcT  high,  unprotectetl  wooden  hull  was,  therefore,  an  admirable  nuirk  for  thot«e  terrible 
miMules  which  were  hurled  at  her  with  such  fatal  effect,  until,  with  gaping  sides,  with  dii>abled 
gnna  and  machinery,  with  blood-stained  decks,  she  plunged,  stern  foremost,  into  her  glorious 
wave,  where,  **full  fifty  fathoms  d<-ep/*  she  lies  a  warning  to  our  liritish  admiralty. 

I  saj  nothing  about  the  bravery  with  which  the  batth>  wiis  fought  on  both  sides;  of  those 
miTanqiiished  tars  stenily  refusing  to  acknowledge  that  they  were  wounded,  and  sternly 
working  at  their  guns,  or  trimming  their  ship's  tackle,  until  tlu  y  fell  dead  from  the  hurt  they 
pnmdlj  would  not  own  to ;  of  the  bravu  English  surgeon — sou  of  a  may-be  quiet  countr|- 
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jyt^patch  of  the  United  Stati 

fro\ 

Xo.  306.J  I 

Sir  :  We  are  beginning  to  j 

^arge  and  Alabama.     I  enclos 

teraay's,  the  other  from  to-day 

Captain  Winslow  and  Mr.  Stoc 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedien 

Hon.  William  II.  Sewarf 
Secretary  of  St 


Copied  from  thi 


The  coinmauder  of  the  Aliilmnm  I. 
with  the  Kearsarpe.  The  coiii'eihTJ 
Le  ha«  withJrawu  from  comiii\mion 
scrtitheniers  as  the  representative  of 
public  owe  the  publication  of  this  w 
Tanqui-shcd  eoinniander  who  is  tit  I 
the  cleiDeucT  of  the  victors.  Whei 
hoisted  a  \i*^iite  Hag  he  surrenden 
t-i^hty  or  a  hundred  of  his  crew  ra 
druwuiiip  by  the  boats  of  a  in-utral 
were  in  imminent  danger.  The  t 
that  the  forty  men  he  had  taken  on 
nif  lis  fast  as  he  could  to  Englisli  w, 
Eearsarpe  might  have  rendered. 
owDcr  of  a  yatch,  for  preferring  th< 
lKi>p:tality  being  called  in  question. 
would  liave  bet^n  shown  in  securiii; 
otber  way.  But  if  the  white  flag  b. 
vr#sel  must  be  bound  to  regard  inn 
!«ays  nothing  about  having  hoisted 
fired  on  the  Alabama  live  times  after 
to  tfii-o  ^howing,  then,  he  had  sur 
Luwi'VtT,  distinct  independent  t'viii 
portion  of  the  confederate  ensign, 
uti  obligation  to  cease  from  tiring, 
iLnd  replaced.  Captain  Semmes  n 
Christian  nation*'  would  not  intent 
He  might  have  said  that  justice  requ 
ind  the  »hip  in  the  act  of  making  i\ 
sunender,  with  his  battle  flag  still 
he  aad  his  men  had  Ieape<l  overboa 
nlate  themselves  on  having  saved 
And  this  was  the  storv  that  was  fi 
th;it  the  Alabama  had  gone  down 
nailed  to  the  mast,  the  gunners  still 
bat  the  questionable  glory  of  h;ivii 
di'vice  of  hidden  armor.  No  erne  w 
ii»I  obstinately  fought  their  ship  u 
anv  one  i»can  too  narrowl v  such  exci 
But  there  would  he  more  true  chival: 
80  long  palmed  off  upon  the  crcdiilit  v 
better  equipped  and  better  handled  t 
for  two  years  been  the  tt^rror  of  iniiui 
in  the  first  federal  corvette  fortunate 
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Despatch  of  the  United  Slates  consul  at  Liverpool,  enclosing  further  extracts 

from  foreign  newspapers. 

No.  306.]  United  States  Consulate,  Liverpool, 

June  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  We  are  beginning  to  get  at  the  truth  about  the  fight  between  the  Kear- 

sarse  and  Alabama.     I  enclose  you,  marked  No.  1,  two  slips,  one  cut  from  yes- 

terdaj'a,  the  other  from  to-day's  Daily  Post  of  Liverpool,  containing  a  letter  from 

Captain  Winslow  and  Mr.  Stoddard,  the  master  of  the  Kearsarge.     *     *     *     * 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO'S  H.  DUDLEY. 
Hod.  William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Copied  from  the  Liverpool  Daily  Post,  June  25,  1864. 

CAPTAIN  SEMMES'S  REPORT. 
[From  the  Star.] 

The  commander  of  the  Alabama  has  made  an  official  report  to  Mr.  Mason  of  the  cnga^ment 
with  the  Kearsarge.  The  confederate  commissioner,  it  seems,  is  still  in  London,  and  though 
be  has  withdrawn  from  communication  with  our  government,  is  still  recognized  by  rebellious 
wNitheniers  as  the  representative  of  their  president.  It  is  to  Mr.  Mason,  therefore,  the  English 
public  owe  the  publication  of  this  unusual  document — unusual  because  the  production  of  a 
Tmnqutshed  commander  who  is  at  liberty  to  write  and  publish  only  by  taking  advantage  of 
the  cleniencv  of  the  victors.  When  Captain  Seuimes  pulled  down  the  confederate  ensign  and 
iK^ted  a  witite  flag  he  surrendered  himself  a  prisoner  of  war.  He  jumped  overboard  with 
eighty  or  a  hundred  of  his  crew  rather  than  go  down  with  the  ship,  and  was  rescued  from 
drowning  by  the  boats  of  a  neutral,  invited  by  the  Kearsarge  to  assist  in  saving  the  lives  that 
wen  in  imminent  danger.  The  owner  of  tne  neutral  vessel  seems  to  have  been  conscious 
that  the  forty  men  he  had  taken  on  board  were  liable  to  be  reclaimed  of  him,  for  he  steamed 
«ff  as  fast  as  he  could  to  English  waters  without  waiting  for  such  surgical  assistance  as  the 
Kcanarge  might  have  rendered.  No  great  blame  can  attach  to  a  private  gentleman,  the 
owner  of  a  yatch,  for  preferring  the  quickest  and  surest  means  of  preventing  his  nght  of 
hospitality  being  called  in  question.  That  is  but  natural,  and  we  douot  not  the  same  alacrity 
wonhl  have  been  shown  in  securing  the  safety  of  federal  survivors  if  the  battle  had  gone  the 
other  way.  But  if  the  white  flap^  be  the  emblem  of  surrender,  every  man  on  board  the  defeated 
vessel  must  bo  bound  to  regard  himself  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  And  though  Captain  Semmes 
savrt  nothing  about  having  hoisted  such  a  Hug,  he  accuses  the  federal  commander  of  having 
fired  on  the  Alabama  five  times  after  the  confederate  ensign  had  been  hauled  down.  According 
to  this  showing,  then,  he  had  surrendered,  and  his  life  belonged  to  the  victors.  There  is, 
Iwwever,  distinct  independent  evidence  that  a  white  flag  was  made  by  cutting  off  the  plain 
portion  of  the  confederate  ensign.  Until  it  was  hoisted  the  federal  commander  was  under 
no  obligation  to  cease  from  firing,  for  the  ensign  had  twice  or  thrice  before  l)e<'n  shot  down 
and  replaced.  Captain  Semmes  admits  "  it  is  charitable  to  suppose  that  a  ship-of-war  of  a 
Christian  nation"  would  not  intentionally  have  fired  upon  a  sinking  and  surrendered  ship. 
He  niigbt  have  siud  that  justice  required  the  acknowledgment  that  the  surrender  was  incomplete, 
and  the  ship  in  the  act  of  making  for  land  under  steam  and  sail.  If,  without  any  indication  of 
surrender,  with  his  battle  flag  still  flying  defiant  and  his  guns  firing  until  choked  with  water, 
be  and  his  men  had  leaped  overboard,  those  who  reaclu^l  u  neutral  deck  might  justly  con^rat- 
nlate  themselves  on  having  saved  their  liberty  and  their  honor  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives. 
And  this  was  the  story  that  was  first  put  forth  by  the  confederate  organs.  We  were  told 
that  the  Alabama  had  gone  down  gloriously,  vanquished  but  not  surn>ndered,  her  colors 
nailed  to  the  mast,  the  gimners  still  at  their  posts,  and  that  nothing  appertained  to  the  victors 
bnt  the  questionable  glory  of  having  triumphed  by  superior  weight  of  nietul  and  the  mean 
device  of  hidden  armor.  No  one  will  Iwgnidge  to  tlie  vunquislied  the  credit  of  haying  bravelv 
and  obstinately  fought  their  ship  until  she  could  no  longer  fight  or  even  float.  Neither  will 
anyone  scan  too  narrowly  such  excuses  for  defeat  im  may  abate  the  bitterness  of  its  humiliation. 
fiat  there  would  be  more  true  chivalry,  and  less  of  that  spurious  counterfeit  which  the  south  has 
so  long  palmed  off"  upon  the  credulity  of  Europe,  in  the  candid  admission  that  the  Kearsarge  was 
better  equipped  and  better  handled  than  the  Alabama;  that  the  swift  screw  steamer,  which  has 
for  two  years  been  the  terror  of  innocent  and  peaceful  merchantmen,  fuund  more  than  her  match 
in  the  first  federal  corvette  fortunate  enough  to  engage  her  in  battle.     There  is  nothing  but  the 
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'^tki  not  A  classical  school  of  Komi 
r«-»  seif-i'Oiiqu<:«t ;  if  the  poi-t  wen;  1 
lirate  th*-  prisouer  of  "war  who  di: 
«LouM  bo  inter}>rctodf  * 'though  hi 
iknd  CUTTY  him  uwav  to  a  iicutntl 
(^^rished  with  hi:*  siukinp^  Kliip  ruth 
li;^ht  the  battle  over  ugaiu  iu  safet, 
ail  hunorjble  eucmy/' 

The  sceptic  who  cnlleil  history  a 

iA   caval  action  is  fou<;ht  t)tf  Cliei 

aewifpapers  on  the  Monday  follow 

Lhe  lefeult.     Mr.  John  Lancaster,  t 

Pr».-uch  6eu<e  of  the  words,  "assist* 

AZi  account  which  materially  ditftT! 

iiL»hed  to  Mr.  Mason  by  Captain  i: 

Ai  12.30  (we  ([uoto  Mr.  Laiicast 

Aial>uina  to  K*  di:sabled,  and  in  a  .» 

passing  the  Kearsarge,  were  recjii 

%Tb«'U  within  a  distance  of  *JiMi  v; 

Acd,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Al.-i 

f'jny  men,  includinfi:  Captain  i:>en)i 

Now  what  says  Captain  Seinnie: 

'*  There  was  no  appearance  of  a 

down.     Ultimatelv,  Iiowever,  the  s 

ehlre,  Kngland,  Mr.  John  Lancas 

niY  drowning  men,  and  rescued  a  i 

this    time   the   Kearsari^e  sent  on 

fkUl   Had  lists  of  the  killed   and 

Loand.     The  remainder,  tliere  is 

OiMipIe  of  French  ])ilot-boats  wliicl 

The  odious  im])utation  of  inhii 

wanting  in  Mr.  Lancaster's  aceou 

OAsier's  assertion  that  he  was  rerpu 

the  Alabama's  crew.    Then,  a«^ain, 

Captain  i*^emmcs  writes  to  Mr.  Ma 

"The  enemy  was  heavit'r  than  ii 

until  the  action  was  over  that  she  > 

thoroughly  iron-coated ;  this  haviii 

peqtendicularly  from  the  rail  to  the 

ing,  which  gave  no  indication  of  tl 

A  letter  which  we  publish  this  n 

KearR&rge,  at  Cherbourg,  states  thn 

and  thiit  *'  the  Kearsarge  was  no  n 

taken  the  precaution.     She  hinipiv 

tfcct  her  machinery.     Two  shots  : 

into  the  water."    Again,  as  to  the 

(the  Ala)>ama)  had,  in  fact,  but  ] 

loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  :>i), 

myself  thus  to  escape  to  the  hhelt4 

A  corrojipondeut  who  had  iust  vi^it 
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not  a  classical  school  of  Roman  virtue  in  which  tho  heart  of  a  Regulus  could  he  trained 
to  •elf-conquest;  if  the  poet  were  to  write  of  a  Semmes  Atqui  sciehatj  it  would  not  he  to  cele- 
bnste  the  prisoiier  of  war  who  disdained  to  sacrifice  his  honor  to  liis  safety.  Atqui  sciebat 
thodld  be  interpreted,  "though  he  knew  tliat  an  English  yacht  was  ready  to  pick  him  up 
and  carrj  him  away  to  a  neutral  shore  where  he  could  forget  tho  English  surgeon  who 
periahed  with  his  siukinj?  ship  rather  than  abandon  the  wounded  sailors,  hut  where  ho  could 
igkt  the  battle  over  again  in  safety  and  defeat  at  leisure  the  fair  fame  of  a  brother  sailor  and 
an  honorable  enemy.** 

The  sceptic  who  called  history  a  matter-of-fact  romance  should  have  lived  in  oiu*  day,  when 
a  nnral  action  is  fought  off  Cherbourg  on  Sunda}-,  and  reported  to  the  London  and  Paris 
newspapers  on  the  Monday  following,  no  two  repoits  agreeing  in  any  single  fact  except  in 
the  remit.  Mr.  John  Lancaster,  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound  yacht,  who,  in  more  than  the 
French  sense  of  the  words,  '*  assisted  at "  the  engagement,  published  on  the  following  morning 
an  account  which  materially  differs  in  the  most  important  points  from  the  official  report  fur- 
nished to  Mr.  Mason  by  Captain  Seuiui(>s  and  published  yesterday. 

At  12.30  (we  quote  Mr.  Lancaster's  extract  from  the  log  of  the  Deerhound)  observed  the 
k  to  be  disabled,  and  in  a  sinking  state.     We  immediately  made  towards  her,  and  on 
_  the  Koarsargc,  were  requested  to  assist  iu  saving  the  Alabama's  crew.     At  12.50, 
within  a  distance  of  200  yards,  the  Alabama  sank.    Wo  then  lowered  our  two  boats, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Alabama's  whale-boat  and  dingy,  succeeded  in  saving  about 
ibrtr  men«  including  Captain  Semmes  and  thirteen  officers. 

^ow  what  says  Captain  Semmes  I 

*'  There  a'as  no  appearance  of  any  boat  coming  to  me  from  tho  enemy  after  my  ship  went 
down.  Ultimately,  however,  the  steam-yacht  Deerhound,  owned  by  a  gentlcmau  of  Lauca- 
•hlre«  England,  Mr.  John  Lancaster,  who  was  himself  on  board,  steamed  up  in  tho  midst  of 
n^  drowning  men,  and  rescued  a  number  of  both  officers  and  men  from  the  water.  About 
thu  time  the  Kearsargu  sent  one,  and  then  tardily  another  boat.  Accomjtanying  you 
wiU  find  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  and  of  those  who  were  picked  up  by  the  Deer- 
hound.  The  remainder,  there  is  reason  to  hope,  were  picked  up  by  tho  enemy  and  by  a 
coople  of  French  pilot-boats  which  were  also  fortunately  near  the  scene  of  action." 

The  odious  imputation  of  inhumanity  contained  iu  this  passage  is  not  only  altogether 
wanting  in  Mr.  Lancaster's  account,  it  is  implicitl}'  and  explicitly  contradicted  by  Mr.  Lan- 
caster's assertion  that  he  was  requested  by  the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  to  assist  in  **  saving" 
the  Alabama's  crow.  Then,  again,  as  to  the  relative  tonnage  and  aniiament  of  the  two  ships, 
Captain  Semmes  writes  to  Mr.  Mason : 

**The  enemy  was  heavier  than  myself,  both  in  ship,  battery,  and  crew,  but  I  did  not  know 
nntil  the  action  was  over  that  she  was  also  iron-clad.  Her  midship  siH:tion  on  both  sides  was 
thoiouffhly  iron-coated  *,  this  having  been  done  with  chain  constructed  for  the  purpose,  placed 
Mrpendicularly  from  the  rail  to  the  water's  edge,  the  whole  covered  over  by  a  thin  outer  plank- 
Bigp  which  gave  no  indication  of  the  armor  beneath." 

▲  letter  which  we  publish  this  morning  from  a  gentleman  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  tho 
marge,  at  Cherbourg,  states  that  the  *'Alabaihanad  eigh  tguns,  the  Kearsarge  only  seven ;" 
that  **  the  Kearsarge  was  no  more  iron-clad  than  the  Alabama  might  have  been,  had  they 
a  the  precaution.  She  simply  had  a  double  row  of  chains  hanging  over  her  sides  to  pro- 
ber machinery.  Two  shots  from  tho  Alabama  struck  these  chains  and  fell  harmlessly 
mio  the  water."  Again,  as  to  the  number  of  the  respective  crews,  Mr.  Mason  writes:  '*She 
(the  Alabama)  had,  iu  fact,  but  120  all  told."  Yet  Captain  Semmes  reports :  ''Our  total 
laei  in  killed  and  wounded  is  :$0,  to  wit,  nine  killed,  21  wounded.  I  was  fortunate  enough 
i^jreelf  thus  to  esca})e  to  the  shelter  of  a  neutral  flag,  together  with  about  40  others,  all  told." 
A  eonespondent  who  had  iust  visited  the  Kearsarge,  at  Cherbourg,  reports :  "The  Kearsarge 
mcked  up  63  men,  oue  aead  body,  and  two  who  died  afterwards  on  board.  She  also  took 
ur^  offieen.  So  that  130  (officers  and  men)  are  actually  accounted  for  as  }>elongiug  to  the 
Alabama,  instead  of  Mr.  Mason's  120  ''all  told." 

Captain  Semmes  accuses  the  Kearsarge  of  having  fired  upon  the  Alabama  five  times  after 
her  colon  had  been  struck.  No  mention  of  this  ])rodi|rioiu{  inhumanity  is  made  by  Mr.  Lan- 
caster, the  owner  of  the  Deerhound,  who  was  within  'MH)  yards  at  the  close  of  tho  action. 

The  following  is  the  account  referred  to :  "I  returned  late  last  night  from  Cherbourg,  when.' 
J  had  been  a  witness  to  the  fight  bctwe<>n  the  Kearsarge  and  Alabama.  I  regret  to  see  that 
■ODC  of  the  London  papers  are  ]ven'erting  and  falsifying  the  facts,  so  as  to  do  great  injustice 
to  the  gallant  officers  and  men  of  the  Kearsarge. 

**  The  fight  began  about  11  a.  m.,  and  ended  a  few  minutes  after  12,  lasting  a  little  more  than 
an  hoar.     The  Alabama  fired  about  J7  shots  at  the  Kearsarge  before  the  latter  fired  a  gun. 

'*Tbe  Kearsarge  fired  173  shots.  She  was  stniek  in  the  hull  seven  or  eight  times,  but  has 
WHtainfxi  no  important  damage  at  all,  and  is  perfectly  ready  for  active  service.  She  has  a 
cmr  of  about  165  men,  that  of  the  Alabama  being  alu>ut  147.  The  Alal>ania  had  eight  guns, 
the  Kearsarge  only  seven.  The  firing  of  the  Alabama  was  very  inaccurate;  that  of  the 
Kennarge  was  excellent.  A  large  pivot  gun  was  particularly  effective.  The  Kearsarge  is 
ipoken  of  as  being  irou-<'.lad;  she  was  no  more  iron-clad  than  the  Alabtima  might  have  b^en, 
had  they  taken  the  precaution.     She  simply  had  a  double  row  oi'  chains  hanging  over  her 
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sides  to  protect  her  machinery.    Two  shots  from  the  Alabama  struck  these  chains,  and  fell 
harmlessly  into  the  water. 

**  The  Koarsarge  picked  np  63  men,  one  dead  body,  and  two  men  who  have  since  died  on 
board.  She  also  took  five  officers.  Captain  Winslow  would  now  have  all  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Alabama  as  prisoners,  had  he  not  placed  too  much  confidence  in  the  honor  of  an 
Englishman,  who  carried  the  flag  of  the  royal  yacht  sauadron.  The  dub  will  be  indelibly 
dl3graccd  unless  they  take  measures  to  repudiate  ana  condemn  the  conduct  of  Mr.  John 
Lancaster,  owner  of  the  yacht  Decrhound.  1  have  no  doubt  that  this  vacht  was  in  the  harbor 
of  Cherbourg  to  assist  the  Alabama  by  every  means  in  her  power ;  that  she  did  so  I  know ; 
her  movements  before  the  action  prove  it.  When  the  Alabama  went  down  the  yacht,  being 
near,  was  hailed  by  Captain  Winslow,  and  requested  to  aid  in  picking  up  the  men  in  the 
water.    The  request  was  complied  with,  and  the  Deerhound,  after  having  rescued,  as  sup 

{>osed,  about  20  persons,  including  Captain  Semmes  and  First  Lieutenant  Kell,  inmiediately 
eft,  running  towards  England.  Captain  Winslow  says  the  reason  he  did  not  pursue  her  or 
fire  into  her  was  that  he  could  not  believe  any  one  canning  the  flag  of  the  royal  yacht 
squadron  could  act  so  dishonorable  a  part  as  to  carry  off  his  prisoners  whom  ho  had  requested 
him  to  save,  from  feebngs  of  humanity. 

*  Captain  Winslow  considers  Semmes  and  his  officers  bound  upon  their  honor  to  give  them> 
selves  up  as  his  prisoners  of  war.  About  five  minutes  before  the  Alabama  went  down  a  boat 
from  her  came  to  the  Kearsarge  with  an  officer,  who  surrendered  the  vessel,  and  then  asked 
permission  to  return  with  his  boat,  to  assist  in  picking  up  the  men.  This  was  granted,  when 
the  officer  left,  and  afler  rescuing  a  number,  principally  officers,  I  understand,  he  went  on 
board  the  English  yacht  and  escaped.  Please  excuse  the  humed  style  of  this  letter,  but  I 
was  anxious  that  while  Captain  Semmes  and  his  party  are  being  feted  for  their  glorious  con 
duct,  you  inight  be  apprised  of  these  positive  facts. 

'*  P.  S. — ^The  Alabama  hauled  down  her  colors  and  ran  up  a  white  flag,  at  least  ten  minutes, 
I  should  think,  before  she  went  down.  Prisoners  taken  from  the  Alabama  state  that  at  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  the  engagement  took  place,  the  chronometers  in  the  Ala- 
bama were  transferred  to  the  English  yacht  Deerhound,  then  lying  in  the  harbor,  not  far 
from  the  Alabama.  The  Deerhound  was,  in  fact,  acting  as  tender  tu  the  Alabama  before  the 
action." 


The  ''  Index  **  on  the  Alabama, 

The  story  of  the  Alabama  is  told,  and  the  gallant  little  vessel,  which  has  almost  alone 
flaunted  the  confederate  flag  in  every  ocean,  to  the  terror  of  Yankee  skippers,  now  lies  a 
wreck,  some  fathoms  deep,  midway  between  the  coast  of  Brittany  and  the  island  of  Aldemey. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  the  Alabama  put  into  Cherbourg  to  refit.     She  was  terribly  in  need  of 
repairs ;  her  boilers  were  worn  out,  her  machinery  fa^ty,  her  copper  started  in  some  places  a 
foot  from  her  frame,  her  hull  terribly  foul  with  weeds.    And  with  his  ship  in  this  condition, 
her  captain  came  to  the  one  neutral  power  which  had  the  courage  to  stand  by  its  neutrality, 
and  requested  permission  to  thoroughly  overhaul  and  refit  her.    The  federal  cruisers  were 
soon  informed  of  her  arrival,  and  the  Kearsarge,  which  had  been  fitting  out  at  Ostend, 
steamed  off  at  once  for  Cherbourg.    Arrived  off  the  port  she  found  the  Alcibama  still  afloat. 
There  are  no  private  docks  at  Cherbourg.    There  was  some  delay  in  the  compliance  with 
Captain  Semmes's  request  on  the  part  of  the  local  authorities,  and  the  commander  of  the 
Kearsarge,  it  is  said,  at  once  sent  in  a  challenge;  whether  a  verbal  challenge  passed,  or  not, 
we  do  not  know,  but  the  defiance  to  combat  was  not  the  less  openly  g^ven.    Steaming  slowly 
outside  the  breakwater,  hoisting  his  colors,  firing  guns  to  invite  attention,  Captain  Winslow 
left  no  doubt  about  his  wish  for  a  fi^ht,  and  Captain  Semmes  was  not  the  man  to  baulk  him. 
It  may  be  said  with  some  show  of  justice  that  tlie  latter  was  not  bound  to  accept  tlie  chal- 
lenge; that  the  Alabama  had  other  services  to  render,  and  that  to  risk  her  in  her  then  condition 
against  an  adversary  so  far  superior  in  all  the  conditions  of  success  was  rashness  in  the  ex- 
treme.    But  there  were  many  reasons  to  make  it  almost  imperative  to  fight.    The  confederate 
crvisers  had  been  represented  by  their  enemies  as  bold  only  by  evasion,  and  safe  only  by  their 
steaming  powers;  it  was  denied  that  they  were  fighting  ships,  and  insinuated  that  they  would 
never  risk  a  fair  combat.    What  would  have  been  said  had  the  Alabama  declined  the  chal- 
lenge, had  she  remained  securely  at  anchor  between  the  breakwater,  with  the  Kearsarge, 
nominally  her  equal  in  strength,  daring  her  to  come  out,  and  announcing  to  all  the  world  tliat, 
ship  for  ship,  the  confederate  navy  was  afraid  to  face  its  adversaries  ?     In  this  war,  on  sea  or 
on  land,  the  confederates  have  never  counted  odds ;  it  could  hardly  have  been  expected  that 
Captain  Semmes  would  be  the  first  to  calculate  them.     Circumstances  justified,  nay,  required, 
his  acceptance  of  the  challenge ;  no  naval  officer  in  any  service  would  have  dared  to  refuse 
it.     The  sinking  of  the  Hatteras,  herself  a  larger  ship  than  the  Alabama,  shows  that  there 
was  reasonable  ground  for  Captain  Semmes's  confidence  in  his  brave  little  cmft  and  her  gal- 
lant crew.     Her  loss  is  a  misfortune,  but  better  far  that  she  had  gone  down  with  honor  than 
that  the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  should  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  boast  that  he  had  challenged 
he  Alabama,  and  the  Alabama  prudently  declined  to  fight. 
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It  was  on  Sunday  morning,  tho  19th  instant,  that  tho  Alahama  steamed  slowly  ont  to  the 
encounter.  It  was  known  in  Paris  the  day  previously  that  Semmes  would  go  out,  and  men 
came  fnm  Paria  by  train  to  witness  the  sea-fight  between  the  famous  rover  of  tho  seas  and 
the  Keanaiire.  Ajb  she  passed  the  end  of  the  mole  a  great  shout  of  '*  God  speed  "  rent  the 
air,  and  as  it  died  away  the  drums  were  heard  beating  to  quarters.  The  iron-plated  frigate 
La  Conrcmne  accompanied  her  to  the  limit  of  the  French  waters,  a  small  English  steam- 
yacht,  the  Deerbouna,  followed  in  her  wake,  and  at  about  eight  miles  from  Cherbourg  the 
action  began.  The  first  shot  was  fired  by  the  Alabama,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  and 
waa  immediately  responded  to  by  the  Kearsarge ;  and  so  for  one  hour,  in  lessening  circles, 
the  combat  was  sustained.  It  was  the  object  of  Captain  Semmes  to  board  his  adversary ;  his 
inferiority  in  the  weieht*^  metal  made  **  long  bowls  *'  a  dangerous  game  for  him  to  play,  and 
be  flonght  from  the  nrst  lo  close.  The  captain  of  the  Kearsarge,  however,  knew  his  advan- 
tage, and,  reiving  on  his  longer  range  and  larger  calibre,  avoided  any  attempt  to  grapple. 
And  the  disadvantage  under  which  the  Alabama  labored  was  soon  apparent.  The  Kearsarge 
heat  her  in  speed,  her  rate  of  steaming  during  the  action  being  estimated  at  three  knots  an 
hour  above  that  of  her  opponent,  so  that  Captain  Winslow  chose  his  own  position,  and  easily 
finskrated  the  Alabamans  manoeuvres.  Throughout  the  action  the  starboard  batteries  wore 
principally  nsod.  It  was  noticed  on  board  the  Deerhound  that  the  Alabama  fired  far  more 
iBpldlj,  and  with  greater  accuracy,  but  that  the  shells  of  the  Kearsarge  did  the  more  damage. 
And  so  for  nearly  one  hour  the  two  antagonists  exchanged  their  deadly  missiles,  the  Alabama 
to  the  last  trying  to  close,  and  her  opponent  as  constantly  keeping  her  at  her  own  distance, 
and  ponrine  in  her  11 -inch  shells  with  fatal  precision.  Towards  the  end  of  the  action 
Semmea  made  a  lost  effort  to  reach  the  Kearsarge,  out  it  failed ;  a  shell  carried  away  one  of  the 
Skob  of  the  screw,  and  a  part  of  the  rudder,  another  went  through  her  boilers,  and  put  out 
hv  fires.  It  was  all  over.  Sail  was  hoisted,  but  to  no  purpose.  Slowly  the  sea  gained 
opon  her,  and  still  more  fiercely  the  Kearsarge  concentratea  her  fire  upon  her.  Finally  her 
§Mig  was  struck ;  the  sea  crept  over  her  stem  and  upper  deck.  Her  crew  jumped  into  the 
■ea,  supporting  themselves  by  portions  of  the  wreck,  spars,  &.c  And  then  came  the  end : 
her  hows  lifting  from  the  waves,  her  bowsprit  perpendicular,  the  Alabama  went  down  to  her 
last  leating-pli^  The  Deerhound,  whose  owner  with  great  pluck  had  stood  by  throughout 
the  action,  at  once  bore  rapidly  down  to  pick  up  the  crew,  ana  succeeded  in  saving  the  cap- 
tain, thirteen  officers,  and  twenty -seven  seamen.  Between  sixty  and  eighty  were  subse- 
quently rescued  by  the  boats  of  La  Couronne,  the  Kearsarge,  and  some  French  pilot-boats, 
leaving  a  balance  of  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  known  casualtiea 
cf  the  action  and  the  depths  of  the  sea. 

The  Kearsarge  possessed  every  single  advantage  in  this  unequal  fight — speed,  strength, 
mmben,  and  weight  of  metal ;  her  boilers  were  in  perfect  order,  her  hull  clean,  and  the  most 
exposed  portions  of  her  frame  had  been  strengthened  by  heavy  chain-cables,  constituting  a 
TCiy  efficient  sort  of  armor  plating.  Her  crew  consisted  of  200  men,  to  120  on  board  the 
AlJ?^*"*^  Her  armament,  compared  to  that  of  her  adversary,  was  as  204  to  84,  or  5  to  2 ; 
for  she  carried  ten  heavy  11-incli  Dahlgren  gims,  whilst  the  Alabama  had  only  one  Blakely 
lOO^ponnder,  one  smooth-bore  pivot  gun,  and  six  broadside  ordinary  32-pouuder8.  Under 
these  circumstances  we  are  justified  in  calling  the  fight  an  unequal  one,  out  as  the  combat 
night  have  been  declined,  it  is  too  late  to  urge  this  as  an  explanation  of  defeat.  Tho  federals 
have  gained  no  glory  by  their  success,  the  confetlerate  flag  has  sustained  no  dishonor;  it  is, 
al  the  worst,  ship  for  ship,  the  Alabama  for  the  Hatteras. 

We  could  have  wished  to  see  her  once  more  roving  the  seas,  but  it  was  not  to  l>e.  As  it 
was  her  fate  to  end  her  career  so  soon,  it  is  well  she  met  it  so  bravely,  gaining,  in  that  last 
hour  of  mortal  conflict,  just  that  element  of  fame  which  will  make  her  memory  imperishable, 
and  laj  a  splendid  foundation  for  the  future  glories  of  the  c<mfederate  navy.  Peace  to  the 
gallant  little  Alabama !  i'eace  to  the  brave  who  went  down  in  her !  Honor  to  the  captiun, 
and  ofBcen,  and  crew  who,  undaunted  by  odds,  careless  of  life,  resolute  in  defence  of  the 
honor  of  the  flag  they  had  so  long  carried  triumj>hantly  over  every  sea,  fought  their  vessel  to 
the  last,  and  have  lived,  we  tnist,  to  refight  their  battles  under  more  favorable  conditions, 
and  with  a  very  different  result ! 


From  the  Liverpool  Mercury^  June  25,  1864. 

THE  FIGHT  BETWEEN  THE  ALABAMA  AND  KEARSARGE. -OFFICERS  AND  MEN 

SAVED  BY  THE   DEERHOUND. 

LtMi  pf  officers  and  men  of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Alabama  landed  at  Southampton. 

Gaptain  Semmes,  Lieutenant  Kell,  Lieutenant  Sinclair,  Lieutenant  Howell,  (marines ;) 
Sailing-master  Bulloch,  Midshipman  Maflitt,  Midshipman  Anf^erson.  Master's  assistants : 
0«  P.  Folium,  James  Evans,  Mnlliner,  Schroeder.  Eugineer  :  O'Brien.  Gunners :  Cuddy, 
W*  Crawford,  C.  Seymour.   Captain's  clerk.  Smith  ;  boatswain's  mate,  Broesman  ;  sailmaker, 
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W.  Purdy  ;  quartermaster,  J.  Dent ;  quartermaster,  Johnston  ;  captain  of  forecastle,  Steegon 
Seamen :  G.  Bowman,  W.  McClellan,  L.  Depoys,  P.  Lennan,  Thos.  Kehoe,  R    Longshaw. 
Captain  of  afterguard,  J.  Connor;  first-class  fireman,  Dufify.    Seamen:  J.  McMillan,  F. 
Townsend,  A.  Masters,  W.  Angel,  W.  Hearn,  A.  Pfiffer,  J.  Mahaan,  L.  Wliarton.     Firemen  : 
J.  Foxton,  M.  McFarlane,  W.  Levin,  J.  Mason. 

List  of  the  crew  of  the  Confederate  States  steamer  Alabama. 

KUUd. — George  Applebic,  seaman  ;  John  Roberts,  seaman  ;  James  King,  ordinary  seaman  ; 
Christian  Olson,  ordinary  seaman ;  Peter  Duncan,  fireman ;  James  Mair,  fireman ;  Chris- 
tian Pust,  fireman ;  Carl  Payava,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Hart,  ordinary  seaman ;  Dr. 
D.  H.  Llewe]l}m,  assistant  surgeon,  (drowned ;)  William  Robinftn,  carpenter,  (died  of 
wounds.) 

Reported  droumed. — A.  G.  Bartallie,  captain's  steward,  (steward ;)  Mouter  Van  As,  seaman ; 
John  Welliam,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded. — R.  Semmes,  captain,  slightly ;  W.  F.  Armstrong,  seoond  lieutenant,  slightly  ; 
Jos.  D.  Wilson,  second  lieutenant,  slightly;  Arthur  Sinclair,  jun.,  second  lieutenant, 
contuei  ns ;  B.  W.  Howell,  first  lieutenant  marine  corps,  contusions ;  John  Punat,  third 
assistant  engineer,  contusions  ;  M.  O'Brien,  third  assistant  engineer,  contusions. 

Wounded  and  at  Southampton. — James  Brosman,  boatswain's  mate,  slightly ;  Jamee  Mason, 
fireman,  slightly ;  Brent  Johnston,  second  master,  slightly ;  George  Yeoman,  ordinary 
seaman,  slightly ;  Frank  Townshend,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly ;  — — >  HcFarlane,  fireman, 
slightly. 

Wounded  and  in  the  Hospital  de  la  Marine,  Cherbourg, — Robt.  Wright,  captain  of  maintop, 
slightly ;  Martin  King,  fireman,  seriously ;  Peter  Hughes,  boatswain's  mate,  seriously ; 
Robt.  De  Vine,  ordinary  seaman,  slightly  ;  William  McGinley,  cockswain,  slightly  ;  John 
Caren,  seaman,  slightly  ;  Samuel  Williams,  first  fireman,  slightly ;  Thomas  Winter,  first 
fireman,  severely ;  William  Morgan,  captain  of  top,  seriously  ;  David  Williams,  ordinary 
seaman,  slightly ;  John  Neill,  seaman,  seriously ;  Jacob  Viebot,  seaman,  severely.  All 
doing  very  well. 

Taken  by  the  Kearsarge  and  kept  as  prisoners  of  war. — Jos.  D.  Wilson,  second  lieutenant ;  If . 
G.  Freeman,  first  assistnnt  engineer ;  B.  P.  McCaskey,  boatswain ;  John  M.  Punat,  third 
assistant  engineer. 

Taken  by  the  Kearsarge  and  paroled. — Francis  L.  Gait,  surgeon ;  Juan  Ochoa,  seaman ; 
John  Russell,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Baroderick,  cockswain ;  Jofeph  Pearson,  ooal-passer  ; 
John  Johnson,  ordinary  seaman ;  Richard  Evans,  ordinary  seaman,  Nicholas  Adams, 
leadsman ;  James  McGuire  coal-passer ;  John  Watson,  ordinary  seaman ;  George  Percy, 
ordinary  seaman ;  Henry  Godson,  ordinary  seaman  ,  Richard  Parkinson,  waiting-room 
steward  ;  William  Forestall,  quartermaster  ;  Frank  Curran,  first-class  fireman  ;  Frederick 
Columbia,  C.  H.  ;  Thomas  L.  Parker,  boy ;  Edgar  Tripp,  ordinary  seaman ;  James  Higgs, 
seaman ;  Wm.  Clark,  seaman  ;  John  Emery,  ordinary  seaman  ;  John  ReiUy,  opal-passer ; 
John  Smith,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Peter  Laverty,  fireman  ;  Thomas  Potter,  firenuui ;  Edward 
Burrel,  seaman ;  David  Thurston,  seaman ;  John  Benson,  coal-passer ;  Qeo.  Gonroj, 
ordinary  seaman  ;  Martin  Middict,  ordinary  seaman ;  George  Freemantle,  quartermaster ; 
Eklward  Rawes,  master-at-arms ;  Henry  Higgins,  leadsman ;  John  Wilson,  boy ;  David 
Leggett,  seaman ;  James  Clement,  yeoman ;  James  Wilson,  boy ;  Henry  Tucker,  W.  R. 
cook ;  Michael  Shields,  seaman ;  Henry  McCoy,  ordinary  seaman ;  Patrick  Bradley, 
fireman ;  John  Horrigan,  fireman ;  Wm.  Burns,  second  gunner ;  Wm.  Miller,  seaman  ; 
Henry  Ustaker,  ordinary  seaman;  Thomas  Brandon,  ordinary  seaman;  Wm.  WUeon, 
cockswain  ;  Samuel  Henry,  seaman ;  R   B.  Hobbs,  seaman ;  Henry  Yates,  seaman. 

Officers  and  men  who  escaped  in  a  French  pHotboat  to  Cherbourg, •-^Vi.  F.  Armstrong,  second 
lieutenant ;  W.  P  Brooks,  second  assistant  engineer ;  Henry  Alcott,  sailmaker ;  Charles 
Godwin,  C.  A.  guard ;  James  Welsh,  coal-passer ;  George  Eggerson,  ordinary  seaman ; 
Thomas  Murphy,  fireman ;  Wm.  Robinson,  seaman ;  Maurice  Brett,  boy ;  Michael  Man , 
seaman . 

RecapUulaiion, 

Killed 11 

Drowned -• ...••  3 

Wounded 26 

Taken  by  the  Kearsarge 54 

Taken  by  the  pilot .....«•  10 

Total 103 

No  mention  is  made  of  the  men  saved  by  the  Deerhound. 
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From  the  Londm  Timet,  June,  29,  1864. 

THE  ALABAMA  AND  THE  DEERHOUND. 

The  following  correRpondence  between  Mr.  Mason  and  Mr.  Lancaster,  the  owner  of  the 
Deerhoond,  has  been  forwarded  to  lis  for  publication : 

'*  24  UppEa  SiTsioua  Strset,  Postman  Squabb, 

London,  June  21. 
**  DsAm  8u:  I  received  from  Captain  Semmcs  at  Southampton,  where  I  had  the  pleasure 
to  see  yoQ  yesterday,  a  full  repoi-t  of  the  efficient  service  rendered  under  your  orders  by 
the  officen  and  crew  of  your  yacht,  the  Deerhound,  in  rescuing  him  with  thirteen  of  nis 
oflioen  and  twenty-seven  of  his  crew  from  their  impending  fate,  after  the  loss  of  his  ship. 

**  Captain  Semmes  reports  that,  finding  the  Alabama  actually  sinking,  he  had  barely  time 
to  <i«p>tch  his  wounded  in  his  own  boats  to  the  enemy's  ship,  when  the  Alabama  wont 
down,  and  that  nothing  was  left  to  those  who  remained  on  board  but  to  throw  themselves 
into  the  sea.  Their  own  boatd  absent,  there  seemed  no  prospect  of  relief,  when  your  yacht 
airlTod  Id  their  midst,  and  your  boats  were  launched  ;  and  he  Tbpressively  told  me  that  to 
thk  timely  and  f^enerous  succor  he,  with  most  of  his  officers  and  a  portion  of  his  crew, 
tran  indebted  for  their  safety.  He  further  told  me  that  on  their  arrival  on  board  the  yacht 
cTcry  care  and  kindness  were  extended  to  them  which  their  exhausted  condition  required, 
to  •tippl3ring  all  with  dry  clothing. 
**  I  mm  fally  aware  of  the  noble  and  disinterested  spirit  which  prompted  you  to  go  to  the 
of  the  gallant  crew  of  the  Alabama,  and  that  I  can  add  nothing  to  the  recompense 
already  reoelveid  by  you  and  those  acting  under  you  in  the  consciousness  of  having  done  as 
joa  wiMild  be  done  by ;  yet  you  will  permit  me  to  thank  you,  and,  through  you,  the  cap- 
tain, officera,  and  crew  of  the  Deerhound,  for  this  signal  service,  and  to  say  that,  in  doing 
•o,  I  bnt  anticipate  the  grateful  sentiment  of  my  country  and  of  the  government  of  the 
Oonfederate  States. 

'*I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  most  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

"J.  M.  MASON. 
**  Joair  LAjraAsna.  Esq.. 

niadkyHail,  Wiganr 


HiNDLiT  Hall,  nsar  Wigan,  Jvom  24. 

**DaAB  Sir  :  1  am  in  due  receipt  of  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  21st  instant,  and  am 
gntifted  t&  find  that  the  timely  aid  we  rendered  with  the  yacht  Deerhound  to  the  gallant 
captain  and  officers  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  has  met  with  your  approval.  I  shall  always 
look  back  to  that  event  with  satisfaction,  however  much  we  may  regret  the  result  which 
aoeesritated  my  interference. 

••  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

••JOHN  LANCASTER. 
•'Hoo.  J.  M.  Mason." 


LeiUerfrom  Captain  Wintlow  to  the_  Editor  qf  the  DdUy  Newt. 
FACTS  ABOUT  THE  ALABAMA  AND  THE  KEARSAEGE 

Sia :  There  have  been  so  many  nonsensical  publications  on  the  engagement  which  took 
place  between  the  Alabama  and  Kearsarge,  that  it  is  my  wish  that  a  correction  should  be 
made. 

In  the  first  place,  no  challeogo  was  sent  by  Captain  Winslow ;  to  have  done  so  would 
have  been  to  violate  tbe  order  of  the  Navy  Department.  On  the  contrary.  Captain  Winslow 
received  a  request  from  Captain  Semmes  not  to  leave,  a»  he  would  fight  the  Kearsurge,  and 
would  only  occupy  a  day  or  two  in  bis  preparations  Five  days,  however,  elapsed  before 
they  were  completed. 

The  Kearsarge's  battery  consists  of  seven  guns — two  11-inch  Dahlgrens,  four  32-pounder6, 
one  light  rified  28-pounder.  The  b:ittery  of  tbe  Alabama  consisted  of  one  lOO-pounder, 
rifled;  one  heavy  68-pounder,  rifled  ;  six  32  pounders,  that  is,  one  more  gun  than  the  Kcar- 
earge.     Id  the  walce  of  the  engines  on  the  outside  the  Eearsarge  had  st«)ppe<l  up  and  down 
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From  the  London  TumSf  Jtme  25,  1864. 
FRANCE. 

[fBOM  OUB  own  00BBEflP05DEKT.] 

Paris,  Friday ,  June  24,  7  a.  m. 

Iha  Pkare  de  la  Manehe  publishes  some  additional  particulars  respecting  the  engugeuifnt 
between  the  Alabama  and  the  Eearsarge.  The  crew  of  the  Alabama  was  compoticd  of 
tweoiy-two  officers  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  seamen.  The  name  of  the  comman- 
der of  the  Kearvarge  is  Winslow.  He  is  a  southern,  but  he  took  service  with  the  north. 
He  aiid  Captain  Semmes  served  in  the  same  ship.  Three  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama  who 
were  wonnded  daring  the  engagement  died  on  boNGird  the  Kearsarge  after  amputation.  There 
■le  eleven  wonnded  in  the  hospital  with  fractured  limbs  and  burns.  The  surgeons  expect 
to  laTO  them.  Dr.  Llewellin,  the  surgeon  of  the  Alabama,  is  the  only  officer  supposed  to 
have  perbbed  in  the  Alabama.  Another  officer,  who  was  wounded  and  was  picked  up  by  a 
boal  eent  oat  by  the  port  admiral  of  Cherbourg,  died  on  board  the  boat.  Five  officers  were 
aaTed  by  a  French  pilot  named  Mauger.  These  officers  were  landed  in  the  afternoon  at 
Cherbourg ;  one  of  them,  named  Armstrong,  received  a  slight  bruise  in  the  left  side  from  the 
fragment  of  a  shell.  Mauger  likewise  landed  seven  seamen  picked  up  by  him.  During  the 
•AeraooQ  fifty-two  ef  the  crew  of  the  Alabama  who  were  received  on  board  the  Kearsaigc 
weco  Imnded  at  Cherbourg.  The  number  of  wounded  on  board  the  Kearsarge  U  not  known, 
nor  k  it  known  whether  the  commander  of  the  Kearsarge,  during  the  long  stay  he  made  at 
Brest,  did  not  enlist  some  experienced  gunners.  It  appears,  according  to  the  statement  pub- 
lished by  the  Pkare,  that  some  doubt  existed  at  Cherbourg  as  to  whether  any  action  would 
tako  place.  It  eays,  further,  that  the  report  of  a  challenge  having  been  given  and  accepted 
is  not  true.  All  doubt,  however,  ceased  at  seven  on  Sunday  morning.  The  Alabama  got 
np  her  steam  at  that  hour,  and  the  commander  of  the  French  iron-plated  frigate  Couronne 
srnt  an  officer  to  inform  Captain  Semmes  that  his  ship  would  escort  him  to  the  limit  of  the 
French  waters  ;  that  she  would  not  weigh  anchor  until  after  him,  and  that  he  would  not  in 
any  way  interfere  with  her  movements. 

The  preceding  day  Captain  Semmes,  whom  several  persons  had  earnestly  advised  not  to 
engage  the  Kearsarge,  bad  shown  himself  inflexible  on  that  head,  replying  that  he  would 
piOTe  to  the  most  incredulous  thU  his  ship  was  not  a  privateer,  intended  for  the  attack 
solely  of  merchant  vessels ;  that  he  was  in  a  warlike  port ;  and  that  he  had  consulted  dif- 
ferent French  officers,  who  all  declared  that,  in  his  situation,  they  would  fight.  Who  could 
blame  him  for  regarding  military  honor  in  a  higher  point  of  view  than  any  political  feeling? 

At  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  evening  Captain  Semmes  told  II.  Bonfils,  the  agent  of  the 
confederate  government,  that  he  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and,  as  he  could  not  assist  at 
diviue  service  the  following  day,  he  asked  M.  Bontils  to  promise  him  to  attend  mass,  and 
to  iiare  it  offered  np  for  him.  This  request  was  religiously  executed.  Everybody  aware 
of  these  facts  was  convinced  of  Captain  Semmes's  inflexible  resolution  when  they  saw  the 
Alabama  sail  out  of  the  western  entrance  at  ten  o'clock,  and,  when  out  of  the  harbor, 
change  her  course  towards  the  Kears  irge,  which  was  coming  from  the  east.  Tlie  first  shot 
was  fired  at  eleven  o'clock,  the  federal  and  confederate  vessels  being  at  the  time  eight  naval 
miles  from  the  Cherbourg  breakwater.  Tlie  Kearsarge  was  a  heavier  vessel  than  her  antag- 
onist, and  her  machinery  was  better  protected  by  chains.  The  Alabama  carried  eight  guns, 
six  of  which  were  thirty-pounders,  one  on  her  etern  of  fifty-eight,  and  a  pivot  gun  on  her 
poop  of  one  hnndrcd-pounds.  The  Kearsarge  carried  one  gun  lefts ;  four  were  thirty-pounders, 
two  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  one  on  her  fore  deck.  The  two  ships  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action  presented  their  right  sides  to  each  other.  They  sailed  round  five  or  six 
times,  the  Alabama  always  endeavoring  to  approach  her  adversary.  Shots  vrcre  exchanged 
daring  an  hour,  but  not  so  well  aimed  by  the  confederate  as  by  the  federal,  who  fired 
patiently  and  accurately,  having  the  advantage  of  skilled  gunm-rs.  Nevorlheless,  the  Kear- 
sarge received  a  shot  at  the  beginning  of  the  action  which  would  probably  have  sunk  her 
were  it  not  for  the  chains  ^ith  which  she  was  protected.  She  received  sevenil  other  shots 
which  damaged  the  plating,  and  one  ball  struck  her  stern-post  six  inches  from  her  rudder. 
The  Alabama  received  a  Khot  in  her  machinery  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  and 
from  that  moment  the  crew  fought  the  ship  with  water  up  to  the  knee,  some  s%y  up  to  the 
wust.  A  second  shot,  which  shatered  her  screw,  caused  her  to  sink  stern  foremost.  Even 
before  the  decisive  shot  the  Alabama  had  diminished  her  fire  anri  let  off  her  steam.  The 
Keanaige  continued  her  fire  at  a  long  distance  ;  the  confederate  hoisted  sail  while  the  fed- 
eral continued  firing. 
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From  the  Liverpool  Posty  June  28,  3864. 

A  gentleman  residing  in  Liverpool  has  received  a  letter  from  a  well-informed  persrm  in 
Paris  about  the  fight  between  the  Eearsarge  and  the  Alabama,  from  which  we  have  been 
permitted  to  make  the  following  extract : 

'*  About  ten  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  the  Alabama  left  Cherbourg  and  stood  out  to 

sea.    A  little  before  twelve  o'clock,  the  two  vessels  being  about  nine  miles  from  shore, 

the  engagement  began  by  the  Alabama  firing.     Eighteen  shot  were  fired  by  the  Alabama 

before  the  Eearsarge  answered,  as  the  guns  of  the  latter  had  not  the  exact  range.     When 

about  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  Alabama  the  Kearsarge  gave  her  a  broadside.     From 

that  moment  the  fight  continued  without  ceasing  until  the  white  flag  was  run  up  by  the 

Alabama.    The  vessels  manoeuvred  on  the  same  circle.    As  seen  from  the  shore,  they 

appeared  to  pass  each  other  about  five  or  six  times.    The  Alabama  was  then  seen  to  make 

sail,  and  presently  she  left  the  circle  and  seemed  to  be  making  for  French  waters.    The 

Kearsarge  pursued,  keeping  on  a  line  nearer  the  shore.     For  about  ten  minutes  the  firing 

of  both  vessels  continued.    A  white  Aug  was  then  seen  floating  from  the  Alabama,  in 

which  position  both  vessels  remained  apparently  motionless.    A  small  boat  containing 

an  officer  of  the  Alabama,  master's  mate,  (I  was  informed,)  then  went  alongside  the 

Eearsarge.     Captain  Winslow  asked  him  if  the  vessel  had  surrendered.     He  answered  that 

she  had,  and  tbat  she  was  in  a  sinking  condition,  and  requested  Captain  Winslow  to  send 

out  his  boats  to  rescue  the  men  on  board.     He  immediately  ordered  all  the  boats  fit  for 

service,  being  two,  to  go  to  the  rescue,  but,  before  they  were  able  to  reach  the  Alabama, 

she  went  down.    The  officer  who  had  gone  on  board  the  Eearsarge  from  the  Alabama 

asked  permission  to  assist  them  in  rescuing  the  men.    The  permission  was  granted,  when 

he  left,  and,  after  picking  up  a  number,  he  went  on  board  the  Deerhound  and  escaped. 

As  soon  as  Captain  Winslow  saw  tbe  Alabama  sink,  he  hailed  the  Deerhound  and  asked 

them  to  help  to  pick  up  the  men,  and  after  having  rescued  Semmes,  the  first  lieutenant, 

and  a  number  of  officers,  they  ran  away  with  them,  and,  I  afterwardis  heard,  landed  them 

in  England.     Captain  Winslow  gives  as  his  reason  for  not  pursuing  or  firing  into  the  yacht, 

tbat  he  could  not  believe  that  any  man  carrying  the  flag  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Club  of 

England  could  be  so  dishonorable  as  to  carry  off  lawful  prisoners  whom  they  had  been 

requested,  from  feelings  of  humanity,  to  save  from  drowning.     Sixty-three  men  were 

picked  up  by  the  Eearsage,  one  already  dead,  and  two  who  died  of  their  wounds  on 

board,    llie  Eearsarge  received  no  important  injury,  and  is  now  ready  for  active  service. 

Eight  shots  struck  the  Eearsarge  in  her  hull,  and  five  others  about  the  hull ;  two  were 

turned  by  chains,  which  had  been  hung  over  the  sides  of  the  vessel  for  a  few  yards,  in 

order  to  protect  the  machinery ;  an  idea  which  has  been  frequently  adopted  by  many  in 

the  United  States,  and  by  our  vessels  before  going  into  action.     From  the  time  of  the 

first  shot  of  the  Eearsarge  to  the  last  shot  was  sixty-two  minutes.     The  Kearsarge  fired 

one  hundred  and  seventy-three  shots.    The  Eearsarge  and  the  Alabama  are  of  about 

the  same  tonnage,  each  being  about  eleven  hundred  tons ;  the  latter  being  a  little  tbe 

larger  in  measurement.    The  Eearsarge  had  seven  guns,  two  being  11-inch  Dahlgren,  one 

light  28-pounder,  rifled,  and  four  32-pounders.    The  Alabama  had  eight  guns,  one  l>cing 

a  fine  100-pounder  Whitworth  rifled  gun,  one  68-pounder,  and  six  S2 -pounders.    The  crew 

of  tbe  Eearsarge  wus  one  hundred  and   sixty ;  that  of  the  Alabama  one  hundred  and 

forty-seven.     Prisoners  taken  from  the  Alabama  state  that,  about  three  o'clock  on  the 

morning  of  the  fight,  Captain  Semmes  caused  his  chronometers  to  be  placed  on  board  tbe 

Deerhound.    The  whole  conduct  of  this  yacht  induces  the  belief  that  her  presence  on  the 

scene  of  action  was  preconcerted,  in  order  that  she  might  aid  the  Alabama  in  every  way 

in  her  power.     With  a  knowledge  of  these  facts,  you  will  at  once  see  what  great  injoatice 

lias  been  done  to  the  gallant  officers  and  crew  of  the  Eearsarge  by  the  false  representations 

which  have  so  generally  been  made  by  the  (Trench  press." 


Seven  mor*  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama  tavtd. 

Yesterday  information  was  received  in  Liverpool  that  a  pilot  boat  had  arrived  at  South- 
ampton with  nine  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama  on  board.  A  gentleman,  whose  son  wa« 
an  oflicer  on  board  the  celebrated  confederate  cruiser,  at  once  telegraphed  to  Southampton, 
and  it  was  ascertained  that  seven  men  were  picked  up  after  the  engagement  with  tbe 
Eearsarge  by  a  French  fishing  boat  and  landed  at  Havre,  from  whence  they  were  forwarded, 
by  the  London  and  Southwestern  Railway  Company  s  steamship  Havre,  to  Sootbampton^ 
arriving  at  that  port  at  six  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  but  the  names  of  the  parties  are 
not  yet  known. 
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LMtr  frtm  Acting  Meuier  Stoddard,  of  (he  Keanarge,  to  the  editor  of  the  Daily  Newt. 

KEARSAUGE  AND  ALABAMA. 

Umited  Statis  Stiamkr  Ebabsabqi, 

Cherbourg,  France,  June  23. 
7b  tk§  EHbr  etf  the  Daily  Newe: 

Sn :  I  dedre  to  briog  to  the  notice  of  the  yacht  clubs  of  England  the  condnct  of  the 
commiuider  of  the  Deerhoand,  which  followed  the  engagment  of  the  Alabama  and  Kenr- 
Mige.  After  the  Alabama  had  struck,  and  her  condition  was  unknown,  her  boats  were 
ofatenred  to  be  lowering,  one  of  which  pulled  directly  to  the  Eearsarge,  with  an  officer  and 
MTeral  woimded  men.  The  officer  stated  that  the  ship  had  surrendered  some  time  bef(.>re 
the  Keunurge  slocked  firing,  and  the  remaining  parts  of  the  flag  had  been  hauled  down, 
and  At  last  a  white  flag  shown,  and  requesting  that  the  boats  might  be  sent  to  rescue  life, 
at  the  Alabama  was  fast  sinking. 

Immediately  the  two  boats  remaining  undisabled  were  called  away,  and  the  emerpency- 
vaa  to  great  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the  Alabama's  boat  was  permitted  to  shove 
off  to  aadst  in  this  humane  duty.     It  was  now  seen  that  the  Alabama  was  settling  fast. 
The  captain  of  the  Eearsarge  immediately  hailed  the  Deerhound  to  windward,  and  stated 
her  condition,  requesting  he  would  run  do^-n  and  assist  to  pick  up  the  men.    The  Alabama. 
went  down  in  two  minutes  afterwards.    The  Deerhound  lowered  her  boats,  and  was  active 
in  piduDg  np  the  struggling  crew,  and  it  was  seen  that  the  officer  who  had  come  on  lK)»rd 
the  Keanarge  at  first  to  surrender  had  gone  with  others  to  the  Deerhound,  and  had  shoved 
off  the  boat,  leaving  a  large  nimiber  of  the  Alabama's  wounded  and  men  struggling  in  the 
water.     Shortly  afterwards  the  Deerhound  was  seen  moving  off,  and  I  reported  it  to- 
Oaptain  Winslow.     llie  answer  I  received  from  him  was,  it  was  impossible,  the  yacht  was 
dmply  coming  rour.d ;  no  commander  could  l)e  guilty  of  such  dastardly  conduct,  when  he 
had  hisen  requested  and  permitted  in  the  cause  of  humanity  to  pave  the  lives  of  prisoners, 
to  mn  off  with  them.    But  it  was  true,  and  Captain  Winslow  had  to  regret  that  he  had 
not  opened  his  guns  on  the  Deerhound. 

It  was  afterwards  discovered  that  the  Deerhound  was  a  consort  of  the  Alabama,  and  the 
night  before  had  received  many  valuable  articles  for  safe-keeping  from  the  Alabama. 
Oaptain  Winslow  maintains  that  all  persons  that  tho  Deerhound  took  arc  prisoners ;  and 
ilia  opinion,  from  his  knowledge  of  Captain  Semmes,  is,  that  he  is  too  honorable,  whatever 
the  coat,  to  seek  exemption  by  an  act  so  dishonorable,  and  which  would  forever  exclude  all 
demency.     Now,  sir,  I  have  not  the  same  opinion  of  Cuptain  Semmes's  honor.     We  hliall 

I  am,  &c., 

E.  M.  STODDARD, 

Acting  MiMer, 


A  BKVIEW  OF  THE  IIGHT. 

The  London  Daily  News,  taking  as  a  text  the  letter  of  Mason  and  the  report  of  Semmes, 
•ya: 

'*It  will  hardly  be  denied  by  the  most  fervid  admirers  of  the  late  Alabama's '  daring  and 
brilliant  career'  that  her  surviving  commander  is  more  fortunate  than  the  brave  captains- 
who  lived  before  Agamemnon,  but  than  many  who  have  lived  and  fought  in  modern  times. 
If  many  gallant  soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  mythical  age  died  unwept  for  wont  of  a  *  reporter,' 
yoor  modern  hero  of  a  hundred  escapes  and  of  half  an  hour's  ducking  after  his  first  and 
laat  fair  fight,  seems  likely  to  be  drowned  after  all  in  torrents  of  sympathetic  ink. 

**  There  was,  perhaps,  a  little  difficulty  in  making  anything  very  heroic  out  of  the  Ala- 
bama'i  career  while  she  lived.  Running  away  from  men-of-war  and  burning  unarmed  and 
defenceless  merchantmen  may  bo  a  profitable  and  useful  business,  but  courage  is  not  pre- 
ciaely  the  quality  one  admires  in  the  hawk  or  the  hound  when  the  victory  is  a  jiartridge  or 
a  hare.  No  doubt  there  is  something  romantic  and  interesting  in  the  mere  ubiquity  of  a 
aen  rover ;  no  romances  are  more  irresistible  than  those  of  '  liovers'  and  *  Water-witches  ;' 
and  even  a  *  Pirate '  who  combines  speed  and  seamanship  with  something  of  the  pergonal 
dmrm  of  a  destroying  aogel,  is  the  favorite  ideal  of  all  young  boys  and  girls,  and  even  of 
maturer  women  with  well-regulated  imaginations. 

"It  was  commonly  supposed  that  paddle-wheels  and  screws  and  funnels  (not  to  speak  of 
diplomacy)  had  put  an  end  to  all  the  romance  and  picturesriueuess  of  sea  life ;  tho 
o^hritj  of  the  Alabama  proves  the  fallacy  of  that  apprehension.     For  in  what  has  that 
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<zriiain  constracted  for  the  purpose  pi 
t-be  whole  covered  over  by  a  thin  o' 
"%    e  Death. 

'•A  letter  which  we  publish  this 
•to  the  Kearsargf ,  at  Cherbourg,  sto 
<3D]y  seven  ;*    ami  that    'th*i  Kear 
1-iave  l«een  had  thej'  taken  the  preca 
•L_»T«rr  her  rfdee  to  pi-otect  lier  machir 
icl  fell  harmlessly  into  the  water 
[r.  Masijii  writes  :   'She  (the  Alabp 
Captain  SemineH  refKuts  :   '  Our 
Jkiiled.  tweuty-one  wounded,     o     ^ 
Che  shelter  of  a  neutral  liai;,  tMjreth 
wvho  had  ja«t  Fisited  the  Kears:iige  ; 
-CJxree  men,  one  dead  body,  and  tw( 
4i.>fficers.'     So  that  one  hundred  and 
"L-eloDcnng  to  the  Alabama,  instead  ( 
I  **  Captain  Senimes  accuses  the  K 

I        iik.fter  her  colors  had  been  t^truck.     } 
i       ^Ir.  Lancaster,  the  owner  of  the  De 


••  Unfortunately  it  is  not  discrep 
naval  engagement.  There  are 
«re  fear  are  Htuiceptible  of  far  grave 
;fat  iqaadron  flying  the  whiUf  ci 
'rant  from  the  Admiralty,  escaj) 
in  riolation  of  that  honor  of  £ 
confided  them,  lliere  is  Captain  i 
iaiter,  by  his  own  account,  haiding 
:  and  in  the  same  breath  congrt 
their  ship  they  have  not  lust  th 
oi  his  cause  ehouhl  lament  when  tb 
mlao  sink  his  trumpet." 


eye-witness  of  the  naval  fight 


'  I  returned  late  last  night  fron 

L^reen  the  Kearsarge  and  the  Alal 

perverting  and  falsifying  the  fac 

of  the  Kearsarge. 

*  The  fight  began  at  11a.  ni.,  au 

an  hour.     The  Alabama  lired  t 

The  Kearsarge  fired  one  hu; 

IbxiII  seven  or  eight  times,  but  has  ; 

for  active  service.     She  has  a  crew  ( 

.AJftl'siDDa  being  about  one  hundred 

only  5*ven.     The  liriog  < 

was  excellent.   A  large  pi  vot-fri: 

being  iron-clad  ;  she  was  no  mu; 

taken  the  precaution,     i^he  s 

to  protect  her  machinery.     Tw 

into  the  water. 

*•  The  Kearsarge  picked  up  sixty-t 

died  on  board.     i>he  also  took  five  oi 

maa  qf  tkg  Alabama  a»  prisoners  had  h 

who  carried  the  flag  of  Utt  royal  yacht  t 

tbey  take  measures  to  repudiate  aud 

Off  the  yacht  Deerhound.     J  have  no 

dc  Aiahirmrt  by  ectry  mearu  in  htr  po 

actioo  prore  it.     When  the  Alabai 

OkpCaln  Winalow  and  requested  to  a 

wab  complied  with,  and  the  Dcerho 

penooc,  indnding  Captain  Semmes 

towards  Eogland.     Captain  Winsluw  t 
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cfaun  constrncted  for  the  purpose  placc.l  pfrpeodicularly  from  the  raU  to  the  water's  edge, 
the  whole  covered  over  by  a  thin  outer  planking,  which  gave  no  indication  of  the  armor 
lieneath. 

*' A  letter  which  we  publish  this  morning,  from  a  gentleman  just  returned  from  a  visit 
to  the  Keanarge,  at  Clierbourg,  states  that  '  the  Alabama  had  eight  guns,  the  Kearsarge 
ooly  ae^'en ;'  and  that  *  the  Kcarnarge  was  no  more  iron-CiOfl  than  tbe  Alabama  might 
have  been  had  they  taken  the  precaution.  She  simply  had  a  double  row  of  chains  hanging 
over  her  »idee  to  protect  her  machinery.  Two  shots  from  the  Alabama  struck  these  chains 
■ad  fell  hiirmlessly  into  the  water.'  Again,  as  to  the  number  of  the  resiiective  crews, 
Mr.  3Ia83n  writes  :  *Sbe  (the  Alabama)  had,  in  fact,  but  one  hundred  and  twenty  all  told.' 
YeC  Gaptain  Semmes  rerK)its  :  *Our  t  >tal  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  thirty,  to  wit,  nine 
Ullcd,  twenty-one  woundeil.  o  o  o  j  was  fortunate  enoui<li  myself  thus  to  escape  to 
the  shelter  of  a  neutral  Has^,  togt-ther  with  about  forty  others,  all  told.'  A  c*orrespondent 
who  had  juet  visited  the  Kears:iige  at  Cherbourg  reports  :  *  The  Kearsarge  picked  up  sixty- 
thvM  men,  one  dead  body,  and  two  who  died  afterwards  on  board.  She  also  took  five 
cfioers.*  So  that  one  hundred  and  thirty  (officers  and  men)  are  actually  accounted  for  as 
Wkmgiiig  to  the  Alabama,  instead  of  Mr.  Mason's  one  hundred  and  twenty  'all  told.' 

*'Uaptain  Semmi^s  accu.-4es  the  Kearsiirge  of  having  tired  upon  the  Alabama  five  times 
after  her  colors  had  been  struck.  Xo  mention  of  this  ]>rodigious  inhumanity  is  made  by 
Xr.  Lancaster,  the  owner  of  the  Deerhound,  who  was  within  300  yards  at  the  close  of  the 


*■  Uafmrtanately  it  is  not  discrepancies  of  statement  only  that  chdlenges  attention  to 
this  naval  engagement.  There  are  two  facts  undispute<l  and  patent  to  all  the  world,  which 
wa  Isar  are  Kiuceptible  of  far  graver  notice.  There  is  the  fact  of  a  member  of  the  royal 
faehfe  aqoadron  Hying  the  whiU^  ensign  of  her  Majesty's  fleet,  and  privileged  to  carry  a 
warrant  from  the  Admiralty,  escaping  with  prisoners  of  war  under  shelter  of  a  neutral 
ft^«  In  Tiolation  of  that  honor  of  a  neutral  to  which  the  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  had 
conflded  them,  lliero  is  Captain  Semmes  boasting  that  he  had  been  fortunate  enough 
(after,  bj  his  own  account,  haiding  down  his  flag)  to  escape  to  the  shelter  of  the  neutral 
isif ;  and  In  the  same  breath  congratulating  his  officers  and  men  'that  though  they  have 
lost  their  ship  they  have  not  lost  their  honor.'  The  best  friends  of  Captain  Semmes  and 
of  his  cause  shoald  lament  when  that  gallant  officer  dropped  his  sword  into  the  sea  he  did 
■oC  also  sink  bis  tnimpet." 

NEW   POINTS   DEVELOPED. 

An  eye- witness  of  the  naval  fight  communicates  to  the  London  Daily  News  the  following 


'*I  returned  late  last  night  from  Cherbourg,  where  I  had  been  a  witness  to  the  fight 
between  the  Kearsarge  and  tiie  Alabama.  I  regret  to  see  that  some  of  the  Lrmdon  papers 
svs  perrerting  and  falsifying  the  facts,  so  as  to  do  great  injustice  to  the  gallant  officers  and 
■en  oif  the  Kearsarge. 

"The  flght  began  at  11  a.  m.,  and  ended  a  few  minutes  after  12,  lasting  a  little  more 
than  an  hour.  The  Alabama  fired  seventeen  shots  at  the  Kearsarge  before  the  latter  fired 
a  gun.  The  Keaisarge  fired  one  hundred  find  seventy-three  shots.  She  was  struck  in  the 
hull  seTen  or  eight  times,  but  has  ^ustained  no  important  damac^e,  and  is  perfectly  ready 
for  acUve  service.  She  has  a  crew  of  al^out  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  men,  that  of  the 
Alabama  being  al>out  one  hundred  and  forty-seven.  'J  lit?  Alal>ama  had  eight  guns,  the 
Kesmarge  only  seven.  The  liring  of  the  Alaliania  w:m  v.-ry  inaccurate,  that  of  the  Kear- 
•srge  was  excellent.  A  large  pivot-p;iin  Witt^  iHtrticularly  «-ii'.-cti ve.  The  K^anuir^e  is  spcAen  of 
■B  being  iroQ-cIad  ;  she  was  no  more  iron-cbui  than  the  AlatMima  might  have  been  had 
thcj  taken  tho  precaution.  She  simply  had  a  double  row  of  chains  hangim;  over  lier 
■dds  to  protect  bur  machinery.  Two  shots  from  the  Alabama  struck  these  chains  and  fell 
harmless  into  the  water. 

''The  Kearsarge  picked  up  sixty- three  men,  one  di^ad  1;<xiy,  and  two  men  who  have  since 
died  on  board.  She  also  took  five  officers.  Oipt'tin  Wtnsl/jw  would  nw)  have  all  the  (ifficen  and 
■m  ^f  ikg  Alabama  a»  pritoners  had  he  rvA  placed  twi  much  confidence  in  the  honor  of  an  Enjluhman 
wk^emitd  the  Jlag  of  Uie  roi/al  yac/U  ^qwidron.  The  club  will  be  indeiildy  disgniced  unk*HB 
they  take  measures  to  repudiate  aud  condemn  the  conduct  of  Mr.  John  Lancaster,  owner 
of  the  jacht  Deerhound.  I  hate  no  doubt  that  this  yacht  was  in  the  harbor  of  Chtrbourg  to  attid 
lis  jtMniBid  by  every  mean*  in  htr  power;  that  s/ie  did  90, 1  know ;  her  movements  before  the 
aetioa  proTe  it.  When  the  Alaliama  went  down,  the  yacht,  l>eing  ne;ir,  was  hailcl  by 
f^ptain  Winslow  and  requested  to  aid  in  picking  up  the  men  in  th?  water,  llie  request 
was  complied  with,  and  the  I)ei;rhound,  after  having  rescuefl,  as  KU])poffCHl,  about  twenty 
including  Captain  Semmes  and  First  Lieutenant  Kell,  immediately  left,  running 
England.  Captain  Wintluw  says  the  T(.fi!>7n  he  did  nrA  puri^ue  her  f/r  fre  info  her  wit  that  he 
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could  noC  believe  any  one  carryit^  Hit  flag  of  the  roval  yacht  tquadron  could  act  so  dishonorable  a  part 
08  to  carry  off  his  pritonen  whom  he  had  r(qu(s'ed  him  to  save  from  fetUngs  of  humanity. 

Captain  Winslow  consitierayemmcs  and  his  oflicers  bound  upon  their  honor  to  give  them- 
selves up  as  his  prisoners  of  war.  About  five  minutes  before  the  Alabama  went  down  a  boat 
from  her  came  to  the  Kearsarge  with  an  officer,  who  surrendered  the  vessel,  and  then  asked  j)or- 
mission  to  return  with  his  boat  to  assist  in  picking  up  the  men.  This  was  granted,  when 
the  officer  left,  and  after  lescuing  a  number — principally  officers,  I  imdcrstand — he  went 
on  board  the  English  yacht  and  escaped.  Please  excuse  the  hurried  style  of  this  letter,  but 
I  was  anxious  that  while  Captain  Semmcs  and  his  party  were  being  feted  for  their  glorious 
conduct,  you  might  be  apprised  of  these  positive  facts. 

P.  S.T— The  Alabama  hauled  down  her  colors  and  ran  up  a  white  flag  at  least  ten  minutes, 
I  should  think,  before  she  went  down.  Piisoners  taken  from  the  Alabama  state  that  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  the  eugagement  took  place,  the  chronometers  in  the 
Alabama  were  transferred  to  the  English  yacht  Decrhound,  then  lying  in  the  harbor,  not 
far  from  the  Alabama.  The  Deerhound  was,  iu  fact,  acting  as  tender  to  the  Alabama  before  the 
action. 

UOW  8EMMES  ESCAPRD. 

'Ilie  Daily  News  gives  the  following  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Captain  Semmcs  was 
rescued : 

When  the  battle  was  at  an  end  the  Deerhound  steamed  over  to  the  Kearsarge,  and  Mr. 
Lancaster  was  asked  by  the  officers  of  the  federal  ship  to  try  and  pick  up  the  scores  of  the 
Alabama's  crew  and  officers  who  were  floating  and  swimming  about.  He  lowered  his 
yacht  boats,  and  one  of  them,  commanded  by  a  man  named  Adams,  was  steeriag  his  beat 
into  a  group  of  a  dozen  struggling  persons,  when  he  passed  a  drowning  man  at  some  short 
distance  with  an  officer's  cap  on.  One  of  the  men  in  the  boat  cried  out,  **  That's  Semmes," 
and  the  drowning  man  called  out,  '*  I  am  the  captain,  save  me  ;  I  cannot  keep  up  any 
longer." 

Adams  dragged  him  into  the  boat.  Captain  Semmcs  then  said:  '*  For  God's  sake  don't 
put  mo  on  board  the  Kearsarge,  but  put  me  on  board  your  yacht."  Adams  promised  to 
do  so,  and  laid  Captain  Semmes  down  in  the  bottom,  and  covered  him  with  a  sail  to  con- 
ctal  him  from  the  Kearsargc's  boats,  which  were  evidently  anxiously  searching  for  bim. 
When  Adams  had  saved  a  boat-load  he  took  them  on  board  the  yacht,  and  Captain  Semmcs 
was  at  once  placed  below.  As  soon  as  all  that  were  seen  in  the  water  were  picked  up,  Mr. 
Lancaster  was  anxious  to  get  away,  and  began  to  steam  out  to  sea.  Ho  expected  that  he 
should  have  been  brought  to  by  a  shot  from  the  Kearsarge  ;  but  she  was  too  disabled,  it 
appears,  to  go  after  the  Deerhound  to  overhaul  her,  and  thus  Captain  Semmes  escaped 
being  made  prisoner. 

The  Globe  says  : 

When  found  in  a  sinking  state  the  Alabama  ceased  fighting  and  lowered  her  boats,  in 
which  the  dead  and  wounded  were  placed,  ^^hort]y  afterward  the  Alabama  sank,  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  jumping  into  the  bca,  when  the  Kearsargc's  boats  came  up  to  assist  in  saving 
the  crew.  'J'be  officer  in  command  of  the  boats  inquirtKl  for  *'  Semmcs/'  and  was  told  that 
he  was  drowned,  whereas  he  had  already  been  picked  up  by  the  yacht  Deerhound  and 
stowed  away  ;  the  yacht  having  then  steamed  off  with  all  speed,  expecting  the  Kearsarge 
would  attempt  to  capture  those  on  board. 


THE  LATE  NAVAL  ENCiAGEMEST. 
Lettir  from  Mr.  Lancaster. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Daily  News. 

Sia :  As  two  correspondents  of  your  journal,  in  giving  their  versions  of  the  figbt  be- 
tween the  Alabama  aud  the  Kearsarge,  have  designated  my  share  in  the  escape  of  Captain 
Semmes  and  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  sunken  ship  as  "dishonorable,"  and  have  more- 
over affirmed  that  my  yacht,  the  Decrhound,  was  in  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg  before  the 
engagement,  and  proceeded  thence  on  the  morning  of  the  engagement  in  order  to  asrist 
the  Alabama,  I  presume  I  may  trespass  upon  your  kindness  so  far  as  to  ask  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  repudiate  the  imputation  and  deny  the  assei  tiou. 

They  admit  that  when  the  Alabama  went  down  the  yacht,  being  near  the  Keanaige, 
was  hailed  by  Captain  Winslow,  aud  requested  to  aid  in  picking  up  the  men  who  were  Iu 
the  water  ;  but  they  intimate  that  my  services  were  cx])ected  to  be  merely  ministerial ;  or. 
in  other  words,  that  I  was  to  put  myself  under  the  command  of  Captain  WInslow,  and 
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place  luy  yacht  at  hU  disposal,  fur  the  oiptiire  of  the  poor  feUows  who  Wfie  stni^gliDg  in 
the  water  for  their  lives.  The  fact  is,  that  when  we  passed  the  Keareairge  the  captain  cried 
out,  "For  God'8  sake  do  what  you  can  to  save  them."  and  that  was  my  warrant  for  inter- 
fering^ in  any  way  for  the  aid  and  t^uccor  of  his  enemies. 

It  Djay  be  a  ([ueetion  with  some  whetlier.  without  that  warrant.  I  shouhl  have  been 
jortificd  in  endeavoring  to  rescue  any  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama ;  but  my  own  opinion 
m,  that  a  man  drowning  in  tlie  oj)en  sea  cannot  bo  regarded  as  an  enemy  at  the  time  to 
anybody,  and  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  assistance  of  any  pas.<er-by.  be  this  as  it  may.  I 
bad  the  earnest  request  of  Captain  Winslow  to  rescue  as  many  of  the  men  who  were  in  the 
wat«r  OS  I  could  lay  hold  of,  but  that  request  was  not  coupled  with  any  stipulation  to  tbe 
eflei.*t  that  I  should  deliver  up  the  rescued  men  to  him  as  his  prisoners.  If  it  had  been,  I 
dionM  have  declined  the  task,  because  I  should  have  deemed  it  dishonorable — that  is,  in- 
consistent with  my  notions  of  honor — to  leu<i  my  yacht  and  crew  for  the  purpose  of  rescu- 
ing those  brave  men  from  drowning  only  to  hand  them  over  to  their  enemies  for  imprison- 
Bent,  ill  treatment,  and  ]>erhap8  execution. 

One  of  your  correspondents  opens  his  letter  by  expressing  a  desire  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  tbe  yacht  clubs  of  England  the  conduct  of  the  commander  of  the  Deerhouud,  which 
followed  the  engagement  of  the  Alabama  and  Kearsarge.  Now  that  my  conduct  has  been 
impugned,  I  am  equally  wishful  that  it  should  come  under  the  notice  of  the  yacht  clul)s  of 
England,  and  I  am  quite  willing  to  leave  the  point  of  *' honor  "  to  be  decided  by  my 
brother  yachtmen,  and,  indeed,  by  any  tribunal  of  gentlemen.  As  to  my  legal  right  to 
take  away  Captain  Semmes  and  his  friends,  I  have  been  educated  in  the  belief  that  an 
English  ship  is  English  territory,  and  I  am,  therefore,  unable  even  now  to  discover  why  I 
wais  more  bound  to  surrender  tbe  people  of  the  Alabama  whom  I  had  on  board  my  yacht 
than  the  owner  of  a  garden  on  the  south  coast  of  England  would  have  been  if  they  had 
swam  to  such  a  placo  and  landed  there,  or  than  the  mayor  of  Southampton  was  when  they 
w«re  lodging  in  that  city,  or  than  the  British  government  is  now  that  it  is  known  that  they 
are  somewhere  in  England. 

Year  other  corresi)ondent  says  that  Captain  Winslow  declares  that  *'  the  reason  he  did 
not  pnnus  the  Deerhound,  or  tire  into  her,  was  that  he  could  not  believe  at  the  time  that 
any  one  carrying  the  flag  of  the  royal  yacht  s(iuadron  could  act  so  dishonorable  a  part  as 
to  carry  off  the  prisoners  whom  he  had  requested  him  to  save  from  feelings  of  humimity." 
I  was  not  aware  then,  and  I  am  not  aware  now,  that  the  men  whom  I  sjived  were,  or  ever 
had  been,  his  prisoners.  Whether  any  of  the  circumstances  which  had  preceded  the  sinking 
of  the  Alabama  cunstitute<l  them  prisoners  was  a  (luestion  that  never  aime  under  my  con- 
sideration, and  one  which  I  am  not  disposed  to  discuss  even  now.  T  can  only  say  that  it 
is  a  new  doctrine  to  me,  that  when  one  shij)  sinks  another  in  warfare  the  crew  of  the 
sanken  ship  are  debarred  from  swimming  for  their  lives  and  seeking  refuge  wherever 
they  can  lind  it,  and  it  is  a  dtxitrine  which  I  shall  not  accept  unless  il  is  backed  by  better 
aathority  than  that  of  the  master  of  the  Kear.»arge.  What  Captain  Winslow's  notion  of 
hnniiinity  may  be  is  a  point  beyond  my  knowledt^e,  but  I  have  good  reason  for  believing 
that  not  many  members  of  the  royal  yacht  squadron  would,  from  *'  motives  of  humanity," 
have  taken  Captain  Semmes  from  the  water  in  ordtM-  to  give  him  up  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  Captain  WiBsh>w  and  his  compatriots. 

Another  reason  than  that  assignt^d  by  your  correspondent  for  that  hero's  forbearance 
■lay  be  imagined  in  the  refli'ction  that  such  a  performance  as  that  of  Captain  Wilkes,  who 
dragged  two  **enemies,"  or  ''rebels,"  from  an  English  ship,  would  not  bear  repetition. 
Your  anonymous  corresi)ondent  further  s;iys  that  "Captain  Winslow  would  now  have  all 
tbe  oflicers  and  men  of  the  Alabama  as  prisoners  had  he  not  place<l  too  much  confidence  in 
the  honor  of  an  Englishman  who  carried  the  flag  of  the  royal  yacht  stiuadron."  This  is 
a  very  questionable  assertion,  for  why  <lid  Capt;iiii  Winslow  confide  in  that  Englishman^ 
Why  did  he  implore  his  interference,  calling  out  :  "For  God's  sake  do  what  you  can  to 
MTi*  them  ?"  I  presume  it  was  because  he  could  not  or  would  not  save  them  himsi'lf.  The 
fact  i($,  that  if  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  had  dep<'nded  for  safety  altogether  upon 
Captain  Winslow,  not  one-half  of  them  would  have  been  saved,  lie  got  quite  as  many  of 
them  as  he  could  lay  hold  of  time  enough  to  deliver  them  from  drowning. 

I  come  now  to  the  more  definite  charges  advanced  by  your  correspondents,  and  these  1  will 
soon  dispose  of.  They  maintain  that  my  yacht  was  in  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg  for  the  i>ur- 
pose  of  assisting  the  Alabama,  and  that  her  movements  K'fore  the  action  prove  that  she 
attended  her  for  tbe  same  object.  My  impression  is,  that  tlu^  yacht  wna  in  Cherbourg  ti> 
salt  my  convenience  and  ])!etisure,  and  I  am  <iuite  sure  that  when  there  I  neither  did,  nor 
Intended  to  do,  anything  to  serve  thti  Alalmma.  We  steamed  out  on  Sunday  morning  to 
see  the  engagement,  and  the  resolution  to  do  so  was  the  result  of  a  family  council,  whereat 
tho  qaestion  "  to  go  out,"  or  "  not  to  go  out,"  was  duly  discussed,  and  the  decision  in  the 
afirmative  was  carrieil  by  the  juveniles  rather  against  tho  wish  of  br)th  mvfelf  and  my 
wife.     Had  I  contemplated  taking  any  pnrt  in  the  movements  of  the  Alabama  I  do  not  think 
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these  mlBstatemeQts  there  have  been  others  put  forth,  either  in  ignorance  of  the 
real  facta  of  the  case,  or  with  a  purposed  intention  of  dimiuishiDg  the  merits  of  the  victory 
br  casting  odium  upon  the  federals  on  the  score  of  inhumanity.  In  the  former  category 
must  be  placed  the  remarks  of  the  Times,  (June  21  ;)  but  it  is  just  to  state  that  the 
oU(er\*ation8  in  question  were  made  on  receipt  of  the  first  news,  and  from  information 
fnmiabed  probably  by  parties  unconnected  with  the  paix^r,  and  desirous  of  palliating  the 
Alabama'a  defeat  by  any  means  in  their  power.  We  arc  informed  in  the  article  above 
referred  to  that  the  guns  of  the  latter  vessel  *'had  been  pointed  for  two  thousand  yards, 
and  the  aeoood  shot  went  right  through  the  Kearsarge,"  whereas  no  shot  whatever  went 
throoich  as  stated.  Again,  ''the  Kearsarge  fired  about  one  hundred  (shot.)  chiefly  11-inch 
shell,"  the  liact  being  that  not  one-third  of  her  projectiles  were  of  that  calibre.  Further 
OB  we  find,  '*The  men  (of  the  Alabama)  were  all  true  to  the  last;  they  only  ceased  firing 
when  the  water  came  to  the  muzzles  of  their  guns."  Such  a  declaration  as  this  is  laughable 
ia  the  extreme ;  the  Alabama's  guns  were  all  on  the  spar  deck,  like  those  of  the  Kearsarge, 
and,  to  achieve  what  the  Times  represents,  her  men  must  have  fought  on  until  the  hull  of 
their  veasel  was  two  feet  under  w^ater.  The  truth  is,  if  the  evidence  of  the  prisoners 
aaved  by  the  Kearsarge  may  be  taken,  Captain  Semmes  hauled  down  his  flag  immediately 
after  being  informed  by  his  chief  engineer  that  the  water  was  putting  out  the  fires ;  and, 
within  A  few  minutes,  the  water  gained  so  rapidly  on  the  vessel  that  her  bow  rose  slowly 
m  the  air,  and  half  her  gruns  obtained  a  greater  elevation  than  they  had  ever  known  pre- 
Tioualy.  It  is  unfortunate  to  find  such  cheap  novel  style  of  writing  in  a  paper  which, 
at  aome  fature  period,  may  be  referred  to  as  an  authoritative  chronicler  of  events  now 
tiansplring. 

It  would  be  too  long  a  task  to  notice  all  the  numerous  misstatements  of  private  indi- 
Tidoals,  and  of  the  English  and  French  press  in  reference  to  this  action.  The  best  mode 
is  to  give  the  &ct8  as  they  occurred,  leaving  the  public  to  judge  by  internal  evidence  on 
which  side  the  truth  exists. 

Within  a  few  days  of  the  fight  the  writer  of  these  pages  crossed  from  London  to  Cher- 
boarg  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  by  personal  examination  full  and  .precise  information  in 
reference  to  the  engagement.  It  would  seem  as  though  misrepresentation,  if  not  positive 
falsehood,  were  inscimrable  from  everything  connected  with  the  Alabama,  for  on  reaching 
the  French  naval  station  he  was  positively  assure<l  by  the  people  on  shore  that  nobody 
was  permitted  to  lx>ard  the  Kearsart^e.  Preferrin^^  however,  to  substantiate  the  truth  of 
these  allegations  from  the  officers  of  tlie  vessel  themselves,  he  hired  a  boat  and  sailed  out 
to  the  sloop,  receiving  on  his  arrival  an  immediate  and  polite  reci:i>tion  from  Captain 
Winslow  and  bis  gallant  subordinates.  During  the  six  days  he  remained  at  Cherbourg  he 
found  the  Kearsarge  open  to  the  inspection,  above  an<l  below,  of  any  and  everybody  who 
chose  to  visit  her ;  and  he  fretiuenily  heard  surprise  expressed  by  English  and  French 
visitofK  alike  that  representations  on  shore  were  so  inconsonant  with  the  truth  of  the  case. 

I  found  the  Kearsarge  lying  under  tht?  guns  of  the  French  ship-of-the-line  "Nai)oIeon," 
two  cables'  length  from  that  vessel,  and  about  a  mile  an<l  a  half  from  the  hari>or ;  she 
had  not  moved  from  that  anchorage  since  entering  the  port  of  Cherbourg,  and  no  repairs 
whatever  bad  been  etfected  in  her  hull  since  the  fiixht.  I  had  thus  full  op])ortunity  to 
ezamiDC  the  extent  of  her  damage,  and  she  certainly  did  not  look  at  all  like  a  vc^ssel 
which  had  just  been  engaged  in  one  of  the  hottest  coullicts  of  mtxiern  times. 

Size  of  Ute  two  veasds. 

The  Kearrarge,  in  size,  is  by  no  means  the  terrible  craft  represented  by  those  who,  for 
some  reason  or  other,  seek  to  detract  from  the  honor  of  her  victory  ;  she  appeared  to  me 
«  mere  yatch  in  com})aris(m  with  the  shipping  ar(iu:i<l  her,  and  dis;ip]toint(td  many  of  the 
visitors  who  came  to  see  her.  The  relative  pro|x>rtions  of  the  two  antagonists  were  a% 
follows : 

I  .Mabaiiia.  Ki'arsarpe. 

Length  over  all 220  feet  214^  feet. 

Length  on  water-line 210    *•  19.SA 

Beam 32    "  3;3" 

Depth 17     "  16 

Horse-power,  two  engines  of 300  each.  400   h.  p. 

Tonnage 1,150  l,031o 

The  Alabama  was  a  bark-rigged  screw  propeller,  and  the  ln.aviness  of  her  rig.  and, 
above  all.  the  greater  size  and  height  of  her  nuusts,  would  give  her  the  appcaran(-«;  of  a 
omch  larger  vessel  than  her  antajronist.  The  mtusts  of  the  latter  are  ilisprojxirtionately 
low  and  small ;  she  has  never  (rarried  more  than  topsail  yards,  and  <h'peuds  for  her  h{)eei 

*Thc  Kearitarge  ha:*  a  four-bladed  screw,  diameter  12  U*:i[)  iiiclM!«.  with  a  pitch  of  20  feci. 
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*  The  enemy  was  heavier  than 
.'-;.  now  until  the  action  was  <»vlt  t! 
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•-  Si.>uth:iroi)tr)n,  June  21,  ls(U." 
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man.  unfortunately,  came  to  the 
the  AlaUima  to  he  tinkincr,  and 
«ave  life  tlie  (rew  must  qo  down 
t  J  y:o  ba(  k  to  his  own  vi.->m1  lu  1 
r.hjfct  was  accomplijfiied.    After  f 
iliredly  fur   the  Deerh«.iUnd,  and 
.-iil.^ecinently  ]»itkttl  up  by  tlie 

•  *■  ?.'ive^i  " '  bv  the  L>eerh'»un<l  ;  a 
rt'ceivcd  a  isimilar  pe^nli^^ion  fioi 
'-•-iUrse  gave  the  above  inff)riratiu 

The  chain  i>Uitin;j:  <{  the  Kt-ar 
Fayal  towarls  the  latter  i»art  ol 
runner  namid  tin;  .luno.  'J'i.r  K 
r*T  oj'i»o»ition  on  tlie  piirt  «>:  Ijcr  ; 
Jauies  IS.  Thornton,  gULTL'^^ted  tti 
■inchiir  cfible  over  her  t-iU-,  i^o  as  t 
..-n  bc-aul  the  flaJr-^hil)  of  Admir: 
:ed»;ral  ll-iet  ran  the  fort-  (rf  tlie 
iTrPtif.-n  at  Fayal  thn»n>ih  haviu'^ 
■  •■opy  tile  followini:  extuict  fioin  t 


•  From  8  to  merid.  Wind  il.N 
.  5-sec.  fuze)  I'.i  XI  itich  sh'.-ll.  Coi 
kvdire-ani-hor. 


This  operation  of  chain -armi:»:ii 

from  the  shore,  and  at  an  expeiis 

make  tlie  aildition  less  uuhizhtly.  i 

a  ca«<?  or  box.  which  stornl  out  at 

nnturallv  excite  cnviositv  in  every 

made  as  to  what  the  board ini;  etj 

entire  affair,  notwithstandincc  his 

Ills  officers  and  crew  several  days 

only  attached  together  with  rore 

the  first  shot      I  was  ko  intnrnie'l 

Cherb«.iur;j.     Whatever  mi^ht   1"' 

"Struck  tmce  during  the  enejAfroniei 

tion.     Some  of  th«"  offic<Ts  f>f  ti'.e 

otfaer<:  deny  thit  declaration  :  in  ( 

coverinj;  and  8mashi'<l  a  sin^^le  linl> 

i«  in  my  iKi»!i!e>si«»n.  and  proves  to 

struck  by  a  rifle<l   12()-f>f»under  in: 

but  in  any  cas-?  \\\.'  «Iatuipre  wonW 

i^as  hit  live  fett  above  the  wat'.i-lii 

Captain  .Semm»'S  evidently  roir  irlci 

have  adoj)tf.Nl  the  same  p'an  b(  f  • 

takin:^  on  Ijiard  one  hundred  ;  nd 

afiditioii  to  the  iwn  Inunlred  t"n- 

:he  water.     The  Kear>ari;e.  uti  \\. 

v.as  necci-stry  uw  beard  durin;;  inv 

The  ijuantity  of  ch  lin  uscmI  on 
U  only  <»no  hundre«l  and   twenty 
:>ct  six  inches  in  leuirtli,  I'V  six  !'■ 
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•*The  enemy  was  heavier  than  myself,  both  in  ship,  bittery,  nnd  crew,  (I)  hut  I  did  not 
know  until  the  action  was  over  that  Bhe  was  also  irou-dad/' 

** Those  of  our  ofticers  wl  10  went  alonpMde  the  enemy's  ship  with  our  wounded."  As 
«>on  as  Captain  Semmes  rcaclied  the  Deeilioimd  the  yacht  steamed  of!  at  lull  speed  towards 
Southampton,  and  Semmes  wrdte  his  report  of  the  tight  either  in  Englapd  or  on  board  the 
English  vessel.  Probably  the  former,  for  he  dates  his  commnnication  to  Mr.  Mason, 
** Southampton,  June  21,  1804."  How  did  he  obtain  intelligence  from  those  of  his  officers 
••who  went  alongside  the  enemy's  ship,"  and  who  would  naturally  be  »!ctained  ns  prisoners 
of  war  ?  It  was  impossible  for  anyl)ody  to  reach  Southampton  in  the  time  specified  ;  never- 
theless be  did  obtain  such  information.  One  of  his  officers,  George  T.  Fullum,  an  English- 
man, unfortunately,  came  to  the  Keanfar^e  in  a  boat  at  the  close  of  the  action,  reprepenting 
the  Alabama  to  be  f-iuking,  and  that  if  the  Kearsiirge  did  not  hasten  to  get  out.  boats  to 
•ive  life  the  crew  must  go  down  with  hor.  Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost,  and  he  offered 
to  go  back  to  his  own  vestel  to  bring  clT  prisoners,  phdging  his  honor  to  return  when  the 
object  was  accomplished.  After  picking  up  ^^everal  men  struggling  in  the  water  he  steered 
directly  for  the  Deerhound,  an(l  on  reaihing  her  actually  ca^t  his  boat  adrift.  It  was 
4uhee(iucnt]y  picked  uj)  by  the  Keai*sarge.  Fullam's  name  appears  amongst  the  list  of 
'*8a7ed"  by  the  Deerhound;  and  he,  with  others  of  the  Alabama's  officers  who  had 
received  a  similar  permission  fiom  their  captors,  and  had  similarly  broken  their  troth,  of 
ccune  gave  the  above  information  to  their  verncious  captain. 

The  chain- plating  of  the  Keareaige  wi:s  decided  upon  in  this  wise.  The  vessel  lay  off 
Fayal  towanls  the  latter  part  of  April,  18GIS,  on  the  look-out  for  a  notoiious  blockade- 
tunner  named  the  Juno.  The  Keaivarge  being  short  of  coal,  and  fearing  some  attempts 
at  opposition  on  the  part  of  her  prey,  the  first  officer  of  the  sloop,  Lieutenant  Commander 
James  S.  lliornton,  suggested  to  Captain  AVinslow  the  advifability  of  hanging  her  spare 
anchor  cable  over  her  sitle.so  as  to  protect  her  midship  section.  Mr.  Thornton  had  served 
OD  beard  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Farragiit,  the  Hartford,  when  she  and  the  rest  of  the 
ftderal  fleet  ran  the  forts  <»f  the  Mi^sis.^ippi  to  reach  New  Orleans,  and  he  made  the  sug- 
irestlon  at  Fayal  through  having  seen  the  advantHge  gained  by  it  on  thnt  c<T;ision.  I  now 
copy  the  following  extract  from  the  log-bo* ik  of  the  Kearsarge  : 

•'IIoRTA  lUv,  Kayal,  Afji/  1,  1863. 
••  From  8  to  merid.    Wind  PINK.    iF.   2)    Weather  b.  c.    Stnipped,  loaded,  and  fuzed 
i5-sec.  fuze)  13  Xlinch  shell.    Commencil  armor-plating  slii[),  using  sheet-chain.     Weighed 
k'-'dge-an'-hor. 

•'E.  M.  STODDAUl),  Actini/  Master." 

This  operation  of  chain -armoiing  took  three  tlays,  atid  wa^  effected  without  assistance 
from  the  shori*.  and  at  an  exi>ense  of  muteiial  of  Keventy-live  dollars,  (€15)  In  order  to 
make  the  addition  les^  unsightly,  the  chains  were  boxed  over  with  inch  deal  iMiards,  forming 
a  case  or  box.  which  sto(xl  out  at  right  angles  frtmi  the  vessel's  hides.  This  box  would 
natarally  excite  curiosity  in  every  port  where  the  Kearsirge  touched,  and  no  mystery  was 
made  as  to  wliat  the  Ixmrding  covered.  C.iptain  Sc-mmes  was  perfectly  cognizLint  of  the 
entire  affair,  notwithstanding  his  shameless  assertion  of  ignorance,  for  he  spoke  about  it  to 
his  officent  and  crew  several  days  prior  to  th<>  l!)th  of  June,  declaring  that  the  chains  were 
only  attached  together  with  rope-yarns,  and  woul<l  drop  into  the  water  when  struck  with 
the  firet  shot  I  was  so  informed  by  his  own  wounded  men  lying  in  the  naval  hospital  at 
Cherbourg.  Whatever  might  be  the  valu»;  for  defence  of  this  diain-plaiing.  it  was  only 
<tnxck  once  during  the  engiigement,  so  far  as  I  couM  discover  by  u  long  and  close  inspec- 
tion. Some  of  the  officers  of  the  Kearsarge  asserted  t)  nw.  that  it  was  struck  twice,  whilst 
others  deny  that  declaration  ;  in  one  ^pot,  however,  a  :V2-poun<ler  shot  broktt  in  the  deal- 
covering  and  smashed  a  single  link,  two-thirds  i>f  which  fell  into  the  wattT.  'Hit;  remainder 
lA  in  my  poss<*s8ion,  and  proves  to  In*  of  the  rndinary  5J-inch  chain.  Hud  the  cable  Ijcen 
•truck  by  a  rifleil  120-iMmnder  in^teall  of  by  a  32  the  losult  might  have  Ik  en  different: 
but  in  any  cas'»  the  damage  wouNl  hav(;  amounted  to  nothing  serious,  fur  th<"  vtrfsel's  sid*; 
ifcai*  hit  tivo  feet  alH>ve  th<;  water-lin»',  ami  nowhere  in  the  vicinity  of  tlu*  boih  rsnr  inaehin<*ry. 
Captain  Semmes  evidently  reg»rde<l  this  prot'-ttion  ot  the  chains  as  little  wmth.  for  h»*  might 
have  adopted  the  same  i)lan  bet"-»re  ••nga:;iiig  the  Krari-arge  :  Iml  he  Cfmrin**!  hin)self  to 
taking  on  b-mrfl  one  hundred  juicl  lifty  t(jn-«  "f  coal  as  a  jir'ti;- tii>n  to  his  h(.ili"is,  which,  in 
addition  to  the  two  hundred  ton-^  ah«'.»dy  in  his  hunkers.  wouM  bring  him  pn-tty  low  in 
the  water.  The  Kearsarge,  on  the  eontia: y.  wm^  drruient  in  Iht  -'imI.  and  shy  t«M  k  what 
was  necessiry  on  board  during  my  stay  at  Chrrhour„'. 

The  quantity  of  ch.iin  used  on  each  siii'*  of  tin-  ves-^el  in  (his  mu'h-talke«l-of  armoring 
is  only  one  hundred  and  twenty  f<ith(»ms,  and  it  covers  a  spate  anndships  of  forty-nine 
feet  MX  Inches  in  length,  by  six  f«'«  t  two  in(h«'s  \u  d«'pth.     'I he  <hain.  which  is  .-ingle,  not 


V  -.•  : 


••  >iE     1  I.-.-.'  :l-.: 
I J  this  i--r:  i-'-l-.  .T  J  •: 


■»  t! 


••T<.t  All.  BoxriL-.  Esi..  C.'.'.r'. 

'Sua.erou!'  iacif  etrvL*  t».»  pn.iv 
ira;je  the  KtMrs:ir-:t.  aiiii  th'it  v 
8-:-«.Hi  a>  iLr  arrival  of  liie  l"c«lt 
iii^h  p«:«s:tiou  lanie  down  t<»  Ch« 
•?injus  wtrii*  th»;  French  aiitlioii 
iros  >^ulr  ;:rante>]  to  hitn  to  mi! 
OQ  the-  liclivcry  of  his  nio>s;ii:o 
van  adviac^.I  to  umain  ovlt  ni;.'! 
iLiv.  i  On  Sniidav  ni(»rnini:  at: 
were  rcteivcd  at  the  tt'^nin^l^  o 
^<Mt6  lor  th«.'  purpose  of  srein:; 
TurniD'^  eiich  a  mein<;raM«'  occi; 
to^TBphic  arti^t  on  the  Vhut'  ( 
plat':>>.  and  canirra,  an<l  ])]a(ri| 
tLe  whiloiue  denizi3nA  (.'f  CIj«i  Im) 
establi>hnierjt.  I  was  only  al<l' 
that  the  artist  had  obtained  a  ' 
however,  ha/il  elapsed  siuce  Cajr 
liie  ct>nfe derate  atrmt.  M'Mi^Ic'u 
]ijration<  which  lie  c^insi  ifn.-l 
fro  at  sei.  outsi<le  the  hrrakwii 

Tte  Keansaru'e  ri-.tched  <  ii-.-i 
.NjOiiiieA'^  intention  to  fi.'ht  liiin 
the  Alal^ama  put  in  n'l  a;  ;*:.ir  i: 
lUh-ya<.ht  DtrerL  -nad.  T..r  'r.ir 
ve«^l  *tt-^:uiQ«'  ::«.»:ii  ti;-.-  :.  i:     -r 


-  Til*  «u:hrr"-  Tr  •:••  'o  r'u'r 
ne  nn  swav  in  t".-  f.T'X.  v#4t  n ' 

as  C:i«r*»:-:rf- 


'.  I. 
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day  I  have  net  a  copy  of  this  tele^^ram,  but  '*Thc  Career  of  the  Alabama"  ^ives  a  letter 
to  th<!  like  eifect  from  the  surgeon  oif  the  privateer,  addressed  to  a  gentleman  in  this  city. 
The  letter  reads  as  follows  : 

**  Cherbourg,  June  14,  1SC4. 

"  Dear  Tbavebs  :  Here  we  are.     I  send  this  by  a  gentleman  coming  to  London.     An 
ODemy  is  outside.     If  she  only  stays  long  enough,  wc  go  out  and  fight  her.     If  I  live,  expect 
to  see  me  in  London  shortly.     If  I  die.  give  my  best  love  to  all  who  know  mo.     If  Mon- 
4eur  A.  de  Caillet  should  call  on  you  please  show  him  every  attention. 
•*  1  remain,  dear  Travers,  ever  voui-s. 

*'D.  H.  LLEWELLYN." 

There  were  two  brave  gentlemen  on  board  the  Alabama,  poor  Llewellyn,  who  nobly  re- 
fased  to  save  his  own  life  by  leaving  his  wounded,^  and  a  youn?  lieutenant,  Mr.  Joseph 
Wilson,  who  honorably  delivered  up  his  sword  on  the  deck  of  tlie  Kcarsarge  when  the  other 
officers  threw  theirs  into  the  water. 

The  most  unanswerable  proof  of  Captain  Semmes  having  challenged  the  commander  of 
the  Kearearge  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  confederate 
consul  or  agent  at  Cherbourg.  After  the  publication  of  this  document  it  is  to  be  hoped  wo 
■hikll  bear  no  more  of  Captain  Wiuslow's  haviog  committed  such  a  breach  of  discipline  and 
etiqaette  as  that  of  challenging  a  rebel  against  his  government. 

Captain  Stmmei't  challenge  to  the  Kearsarge. 

'*  Confederate  States  Steamer  Alabama, 

"Cherbourg,  June  U,  1864. 
*•  Sir  :  I  hear  that  you  were  informed  by  the  U.  S.  consul  that  the  Kearsage  was  to  come 
to  this  port  solely  for  the  prisoners  landed  by  me,t  and  that  she  was  to  depart  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  I  desire  you  to  say  to  the  U.  S.  consul  that  my  intention  is  to  light  the  Kear- 
sarge  as  soon  as  I  can  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  I  hope  these  will  not  detain  me 
more  than  until  to-morrow  evening,  or  after  to-morrow  morning  at  furthest.  I  beg  she 
will  Dot  depart  before  I  am  ready  to  go  out. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vcrv  respectfully,  vour  olwdient  servant. 

•'11  SEMMES,  Captain r 
•■To  Ad.  BoxFiLS,  Esq.,  Cherbourg." 

Numerous  facts  serve  to  prove  that  Captain  St^mmes  had  made  every  preparation  to  en- 
gsge  tbe  Kearsar^e,  an<l  that  widespread  publicity  luul  been  given  to  his  intention.  As 
SOO&  as  the  arrival  of  the  federal  vessel  was  known  at  Paris,  an  American  gentleman  of 
high  position  came  down  to  Cherbourg  with  instructions  for  CapUiin  Winslow  :  but,  so  de- 
sirous were  the  French  authorities  to  preserve  a  really  honest  neutrality  that  permission 
was  only  granted  to  him  to  s;iil  to  her  after  his  promising  to  return  to  shore  immediately 
OD  the  delivery  of  his  message.  Once  back  in  Cherb'^urg,  and  about  to  return  to  Paris,  he 
was  advist^  to  remain  over  night,  as  the  Alabama  intended  to  fight  the  Kmrsarge  ntjl  dag,  (Sun- 
day.»  On  Sunday  morning  an  txcurbion  train  arrived  from  the  capital,  and  the  visitors 
were  received  at  the  terminus  of  the  railway  by  the  boatmen  of  the  port,  who  offered  them 
boats  for  the  pur{>ose  of  seeing  a  genuine  nnvil  battle  which  was  to  take  place  daring  the  day. 
Turning  such  a  memorable  occurience  to  practical  uses,  Monsieur  Uondin,  a  celebrated  pho- 
tfij^raphic  artist  on  the  Place  <rArines  at  Cherbourg,  prepared  the  necessary  chemicals. 
platcfi.  and  camera,  and  placed  himself  on  the  summit  of  the  old  church  tower,  which 
the  whilome  denizens  of  Cherbourg  had  very  properly  built  in  happy  juxtaposition  with  his 
establishment.  I  was  only  able  to  see  the  negative,  but  that  whs  quite  sufficient  to  show 
that  the  artist  ha<l  obtaine<l  a  very  line  view  indeed  (/f  the  exciting  contest.  Five  days, 
however,  bad  elapsed  since  Captain  Semmes  sent  his  challenge  to  Captain  Winslow  through 
the  confederate  agent.  Monsieur  Bonfils ;  surely  time  suiHcient  for  him  to  make  all  the  pre- 
(larations  which  he  considercMl  nece.s?ary.  Meanwhile  the  Kcarsarge  was  cruising  to  and 
fro  at  sci.  outside  the  breakwater. 

The  Kcarsarge  reached  Cherbourg  on  the  11th,  and  her  captain  only  hoard  of  Captain 
Scmnies's  intention  to  fight  him  on  the  followinir  day.  Five  days,  however,  elapsed  before 
the  Alabama  put  in  an  appearand',  and  her  exit  from  the  harl>or  was  heralded  by  the  Fng- 
luh-yacht  Deerhouod.  The  officer  on  watch  aboard  the  Kcarsarge  made  out  a  three-njasted 
Yessel  steaming  from  the  harbor,  the  movements  of  which  were  somewhat  mysterious  :  after 


•The  authorV  tribute  to  Surjrpon  fjpwellyn  was  founded  on  imppriVrt  inforiiiation.  It  i*  now  known  thai 
tac  ni.n  awRV  in  the  fir^t  boat  wliicli  left  ttit;  "AInhnnia."— /JJi.  Sut.  Int. 

fThU  infonnation  whs  incorrect.  No  sucli  siaienient  wys  ever  made  by  the  consul  of  the  I'nifed  Siatt- 
at  Cberbourg.  K.  M.  C. 
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The  Kcarsarge  was  struck  twcn 
hiin'-Utril  and  i!ovcnt}--thrte  (173)  f 

Two  11-inch  guiis._ 

Ritle  in  forecastle 

Bruadbide  32-pt:>uiKior8 

1 2 -pounder  boat  howitziT 

Total 

Ihe  lagt-naine<l  j;un  jK^rformed 
i2i?eti  in  the  actii>n  to  creite  laught 
E>TOiiiios  of  the  Kearsan;e,  were  f 
thev  received  the  order.  Uiit  the 
to  do  vhile  their  mesrsmates  wm 
tlieir  peji-shooter  of  a  piece,  alter 
This  low  comedy  by-play  amusei 
allowed  the  farce  to  continue  unti 

/ 

Tne  Kearsarge  was  struck  a^*  fol 
One  shot  throup:h  starboard  qua 
T  adder  post.     Thin  shot  was  from 
One  shot,  carry  in  j?  away  starbo: 
Three  iiZ-poundcr  thotK  througl 
A  shell,  exploding  after  end  of 
A  shell,  explodiuj;  after  end  of 
A  €8-pounder  shell,  passing?  thr 
"Lhree  men ;  the  onlv  casualty  ani< 
A  Blakely  ritie  shell,  passing  tl 
Icaslv  in  the  watvr  bevond  the  ves 
Two  shots  below  plank-sheer,  a 
One  forward  pivot  port  plank-s 
One  forward  foremast  rii;Ki"r^- 
A  shot  striking  launch's  toppin 
A  riflle  shell,  pa&<iu.i^^  throut;h  1 
One  starboard,  forward  main-sli 
One  starboard,  after-shroud  ma 
<.»ne  main-topsail  tic 
One  main-toi-iKail  outhaul. 
One  main- topsail  runner. 
Two  through  port -quarter  Iwvat. 
One  through  spanker,  (furl(<l.) 
One  starboard,  forward  shroud 
One  starboard,  mizzen-topmast 
One  through  mizzen-i^eak  sig! 
nearly  over,  and  for  the  first  timt 

This  list  of  damages  received 
Alabama,  notwithstanding  the  i: 
"Naval  Reserve,"  and  the  traiiic' 
by  some  of  the  parole<l  prisoners 
at  the  commencement  of  the  act 
officers  and  crew  beiog,  as  he  wa 
rice.  At  the  expiration  of  twent 
iide,  continuing  the  battle  in  a 
them  :  they've  been  fight imj  twe 
bilitiesare  that  the  crew  of  the  f 
rapid  and  hap-htizard  pmctlce  of 
From  the  time  of  her  fust  re; 
Kearsarge  nevi-r  received  th**  slii 
rendered  by  a  lK)iUr-maker  in  ya 
by  her  own  hands,  and  she  mitrli 
nithnnt  difficidty.  S)  mur  b  t.T  . 
rentlv  mnch  di<abled." 
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The  Kearsarge  was  struck  twenty-seven  times  during  the  conflict,  and  firt'd  in  all  one 
hundred  and  seven t3'-thrce  (173)  shots  ;  these  were  as  follows  : 

Shots  Ji red  by  the  Kearsarge. 

Two  11-inch  guns 55  shots. 

Rifle  in  forecastle - 48      ** 

Broadside  32-pounders 60      ** 

12-pounder  boat  howitzer 10      ** 

Total 173 

The  last-named  gun  performed  no  part  whatever  in  sinking  the  Alabama,  and  was  only 
tued  in  the  action  to  create  laughter  among  the  sailors.  Two  old  quartermasters,  the  two 
Dromios  of  the  Kearsarge,  were  put  in  charge  of  this  gun,  with  instructions  to  fire  when 
they  received  the  order.  But  the  two  old  salts,  little  relishing  the  idea  of  having  nothing 
to  do  while  their  messmates  were  so  actively  engaged,  commenced  peppering  away  with 
their  pea-shooter  of  a  piece,  alternating  their  discharges  with  vituperation  of  each  other. 
This  low  comedy  by-play  amused  the  ship's  company,  and  the  officers  good-humoredly 
•Hewed  the  farce  to  continue  until  the  single  box  of  ammunition  was  exhausted. 

Damage  to  the  Kearsarge, 

The  Kearsarge  was  struck  as  follows : 

One  shot  through  starboard  quarter,  taking  a  slanting  direction  aft,  and  lodging  in  the 
radder  post.     This  shot  was  from  the  Blakely  rifle. 

One  shot,  carrying  away  starboard  life-buoy. 

Three  32-pounder  ehots  through  port  bulwarks,  forward  of  mizzenmast. 

A  Bhell,  exploding  after  end  of  pivot-port. 

A  Bhell,  exploding  after  end  of  chain-plating. 

A  68-pounder  shell,  passing  through  starboard  bulwarks  below  main  rigging,  wounding 
three  men;  the  only  casualty  among  the  crew  during  the  engagement. 

A  Blakely  rifle  shell,  passing  through  the  engine-room  sky-light  and  dropping  haria 
leesly  in  the  water  beyond  the  vessel. 

Two  Fhots  below  plank-sheer,  abreast  of  boiler  hatch. 

One  forward  pivot  port  plank-sheer. 

One  forward  foremast  rigging. 

A  shot  striking  launch's  topping  lift. 

A  riflle  shell,  past^iog  through  funnel,  bursting  without  damage  inside. 

One  starboard,  forward  main-shroud. 

One  starboard,  after-shroud  main-topmast  rigging. 

One  main-topMiil  tie. 

One  main-topsail  outhaul. 

One  main- topsail  runner. 

Two  through  port-quarter  boat. 

One  through  spanker,  (furhfd.) 

One  starboard,  forward  shroud,  mizzen  rigging. 

One  starboard,  mizzen- topmast  backstays. 

One  through  mizzen-peak  signal  halliards,  which  cut  the  stops,  when  the  battle  wa» 
nearly  over,  and  for  the  first  time  let  loose  to  the  breeze. 

This  list  of  damages  received  by  the  Kearsarge  proves  the  exceedingly  bad  fire  of  the 
Alabama,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  men  on  board  the  latter  belonging  to  our 
**  Naval  ResQTve,"  and  the  trained  hands  from  the  gunnery  ship  Excellent.  I  was  informed 
by  some  of  the  paroled  pTisonew  on  shore  at  Cherboupg  that  Captain  Semmes  fired  rapidly 
at  the  commencement  of  the  action  *•  in  order  to  frighten  the  Yankees,"  nearly  all  the 
officers  and  crew  being,  as  he  was  well  aware,  merely  volunteers  from  the  merchant  ser- 
Tkse.  At  the  expiration  of  twenty  minutes  after  the  Kearsarge  discharged  the  first  broad- 
Side,  continuing  the  battle  in  a  leisurely,  cool  manner,  Semmes  remarked,  ** Confound 
them  ;  they've  been  fighting  twenty  minutes,  and  they're  as  cool  as  poets."  The  proba- 
bilities are  that  the  crew  of  the  federal  vessel  had  learnwl  not  to  regard  as  dangerous  the 
rapid  and  hap-huziird  practice  of  the  Alabama. 

From  the  time  of  her  first  reaching  Cherbourg  until  she  finally  quitted  the  port,  the 
Kearsarge  never  received  the  slightest  assistance  from  shore,  with  the  exception  of  that 
rendered  by  a  boikr-makcr  in  patching  up  her  funnel.  Every  other  repair  was  completed 
by  her  own  hands,  and  she  might  have  crossed  the  Atlantic  immediately  after  the  action 
withont  difficnlty.  So  much  for  .Mr.  Lincnster's  statement  that  •*  the  Kearsarge  was  appa- 
rently much  disabled  " 
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Semmes^s  design  to  board  the  Kearsarge, 

The  first  accounts  received  of  the  action  led  us  to  suppose  that  Captain  Semmes's  inten- 
tion was  to  lay  his  vessel  alongside  the  enemy,  and  to  carry  her  by  boarding.  Whether 
this  information  came  from  the  captain  himself,  or  was  made  out  of  "  whole  cloth"  by 
some  of  his  admirers,  the  idea  of  boarding  a  vessel  under  steam,  unless  her  engine,  or 
screw,  or  rudder  be  disabled,  is  mauifestly  ridiculous.  The  days  of  boarding  are  gone  by, 
except  under  the  contingencies  above  stated,  and  any  such  attempt  on  the  peirt  of  the 
Alabama  would  have  been  attended  with  disastrous  results  to  herself  and  crew.  To  have 
boarded  the  Kearsarge  Semmes  must  have  possessed  greater  speed,  to  enable  him  to  run 
alongside  her,  and  the  moment  the  pursuer  came  near  her  victim  the  latter  would  shut  off 
steam,  drop  astern  in  a  second  of  time,  sheer  off,  discharge  her  whole  broadside  of  grape 
and  canister,  and  rake  her  antagonist  from  stem  to  stem.  Our  pro*80uthern  sympathizers 
really  ought  not  to  make  their  ji^ro^^^  appear  ridiculous  by  ascribing  to  him  such  aa  egre- 
gious intention. 

Nationality  of  the  crew  of  tlie  Kearsarge, 

It  has  frequently  been  asserted  that  the  major  portion  of  the  northern  armies  is  composed 
of  foreigners,  and  the  same  statement  is  made  in  refercuce  to  the  crews  of  the  American 
navy.  The  report  got  abroad  in  Cherbourg  that  the  victory  of  the  Kearsarge  was  due  to 
her  having  taken  on  board  a  number  of  French  gunners  at  Brest,  and  an  admiral  of  the 
French  navy  asked  me  in  perfectly  good  faith  whether  it  were  not  the  fact.  It  will  not, 
therefore,  be  out  of  place  to  give  the  names  and  nationalities  of  the  officers  and  crew  on 
board  the  Kearsarge  during  her  action  with  the  Alabama. 

Officers  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  June  19,  1664. 

John  A.  Winslow,  captain,  North  Carolina ;  o  James  S.  Thornton,  lieutenant  commander, 
New  Hampshire ;  John  M.  Browne,  surgeon,  New  Hampshire ;  J.  Adams  Smith,  paymaster, 
Maine :  William  H.  Cushman,  chief  engineer,  Pennsylvania ;  James  R  Wheeler,  acting 
master,  Massachusetts :  Eben  M.  Stoddard,  acting  master,  Connecticut ;  David  H.  Sumner, 
acting  master,  Maine ;  William  H.  Badlam,  second  assistant  engineer,  Maasachusetts ; 
Fred.  L.  Miller,  third  assistant  engineer,  Massachusetts;  Sidney  L.  Smith,  third  assistant 
engineer,  Massachusetts  ;  Henry  McConnell,  third  assistant  engineer,  Pennsylvania ;  Edward 
E.  Preble,  midshipman,  Maine ;  Daniel  B.  Sargent,  paymaster's  clerk,  Maine ;  S.  E.  Hart- 
well,  captain's  clerk,  Massachusetts ;  Frank  A.  Graham,  gunner,  Pennsylvania ;  James  C. 
Walton, boatswain, Pennsylvania;  William  H.  Yeston, acting  master's  mate, United  States; 
Charles  H.  Danforth,  acting  master's  mate,  Massachusetts ;  Ezra  Bartlett,  actiog  master's 
mate,  New  Hampshire ;  George  A.  Tittle,  surgeon's  steward,  United  States ;  Carsten  B.  De 
Witt,  yeoman.  United  States. 

Crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  June  19,  1864. 

Natives  of  the  United  States. — Jason  N.  Watrus,  master-at-arms;  Charles  Jones,  seaman; 
Daniel  Charter,  landsman ;  Edward  Williams,  officers'  steward ;  George  Williams,  lands- 
man ;  Charles  Butts,  quartermaster ;  Charles  Redding,  landsman ;  James  Wilson,  oockswain  ; 
William  Gowan,  (died,)  ordinary  seaman  ;  James  Saunders,  quartermaster ;  John  W.  Demp- 
pey,  quarter-gunner ;  William  D.  Chapel,  landsman ;  Thomas  Perry,  boatswain's  mate : 
John  Barrow,  ordinary  seaman ;  William  Bond,  boatswain's  mate ;  James  Haley,  captain 
of  forecastle  ;  Robert  Strahn,  captain  of  top ;  James  0.  Stone,  first-class  boy  ;  Jacob  Barth, 
John  H.  McCarthy,  James  F.  Hayes,  landsmen ;  John  Hayes,  cockswain ;  James  Devine, 
landsman ;  George  H.  Russell,  armorer  ;  Patrick  McKeever,  Nathan  Ives,  Dennis  McCarty, 
landsmen ;  John  Boyle,  John  C.  Woodberry,  ordinary  seamen ;  George  E.  Reed,  seaman : 
James  Morey,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Benedict  Drnry,  William  Giles,  seamen  ;  Timothy  Hurley, 
ship's  cook  ;  Michael  Conroy,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Levi  W.  Nye,  James  H.  Lee,  seamen ;  John 
E.  Brady,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Andrew  J.  Rowley,  (luarter-gunner  ;  James  Bradley,  neanmnn ; 
William  Ellis,  captain  of  hold  ;  Henry  Cook,  captain  of  after-guard  ;  Charles  A.  Reed,  William 
S.  Morgan,  seamen  ;  Joshua  E.  Carey,  sailmaker's  mate  ;  James  Magee,  ordinary  seainaD ; 
Benjamin  S.  Davis,  officer's  cook  ;  John  F.  Bickford,  cockswain  ;  William  Gumey, seaman ; 
William  Smith,  quartermaster ;  Lawrence  T.  Crowley,  ordinary  seaman ;  Hugh  McPher- 
son,  gunner's  mate;  Taran  Phillips,  ordinary  seaman;  Joachim  Pease,  seaman;  Ben- 
jamin H.  Blaisdell,  first-class  fireman :  Joel  B.  Blaisdell,  first-class  fireman ;  Charles 
Fisher,  officer's  cook ;  James  Henson,  landsman ;  William  M.  Smith,  landsman ;  Wil- 
liam Fisher,   landsman;    George    Bailey,   landsman;    Martin    Hoyt,   landsman;    Mark 
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G.  Ham,  carpenter's  mate ;  William  H.  BiistiDe,  landsman ;  Leyman  P.  Spinney,  coal- 
hearer  ;  Gkorge  £.  Smart,  second-class  fireman  ;  Charles  A.  Poole,  coal-heaver ;  Timothy 
Ljnch,  coal-heaver ;  Will.  H.  Donnally,  first-class  fireman ;  Sylvanus  P.  Brackett,  coal- 
heaver  ;  John  W.  Sanborn,  coal-heaver :  Adoniram  Littlefield,  coal-heaver ;  John  W. 
Young,  coal-heaver ;  Will.  Wainright,  coal-heaver  ;  Jno.  E.  Orchon,  second-class  fireman  ; 
George  W.  Bemick,  first-class  fireman  ;  Joel  L.  b^'anborn,  first-class  fireman  ;  Jere  Young, 
ftnt-claa  fireman ;  William  Smith,  first-class  fireman ;  Stephen  Smith,  second-class  fire- 
man ;  John  F.  Stackpolc,  second-class  fireman ;  William  Stanley,  second-class  fireman ; 
Lyman  H.  Hartford,  second-class  fireman  ;  True  W.  Priest,  first-class  fireman  ;  Joseph 
Dag^an,  first-class  fireman ;  John  F.  Dngan,  coal-heaver;  James  W.  Sheffield,  second-class 
fireman ;  Charles  T.  Young,  orderly  sergeant ;  Austin  Quimley,  corporal  of  marines ; 
Bofooe  G.  Dolley,  private  of  marines  ;  Patrick  Flood,  private  of  marines  ;  Henry  Hobson, 
corpoml  of  marines ;  James  Kerrigan,  private  of  marines ;  John  McAleen,  private  of 
marines ;  Geo.  A.  Raymond,  private  of  marines ;  James  Tucker,  private  of  marines ; 
Isaac  Thornton,  private  of  marines ;  William  Y.  Evans,  nurse ;  William  B.  Poole,  quar- 
termaster; F.  J.  Vcannoh,  captain  of  after-guard ;  Charles  Hill,  landsman  ;  Henry  Jameson, 
first- class  fireman  ;  Jno.  G.  Batchelder,  private  of  marines  ;  John  Dwyer,  first-class  fireman  ; 
Thomas  Salmon,  second-class  fireman ;  Patrick  O'Connor,  second-class  fireman  ;  Geo.  H. 
Harrison,  ordinary  seaman ;  George  Andrew,  ordinary  seaman ;  Charles  Moore,  seaman  ; 
Geo.  A.  Whipple,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Edward  Wallace,  seaman  ;  Thomas  Marsh,  coal-heaver  ; 
Thomas  Hockley,  ordinary  seaman  ;  Edward  Wilt,  captain  of  top ;  George  H.  Kinnie,  ordinary 
seaman ;  Augustus  Johnson,  seaman ;  Jeremiah  Horrigan,  seaman  ;  Wm.  O'Halloran, 
;  Wm.  Turner,  seaman  ;  Joshua  Collins,  ordinary  seaman  ;  James  McBeath,  ordinary 
;  John  Pope,  coal-heaver ;  Charles  Mattison,  ordinary  seaman ;  George  Baker, 
Timothy  G.  Cauty,  seaman ;  John  Shields,  seaman  ;  Thomas  AUoway,  seaman  ;. 
Phillip  Weeks,  seaman  ;  William  Barnes,  landsman. 

KdtiM  <^  HM'md. — Wm.  Alsdorf,  coal-heaver. 

yaHoetqf  WaUm  ulanda. — Clement  Antoine,  coal-heaver;  Jose  Dabney,  landeman. 

Malojf. — Benjamin  Button,  coal- beaver. 

Nolim  <^  Franc$. — Jean  Briset,  coal-heaver. 

JVflrtpw  qf  Holland. — Vanburn  Francois,  landsman  ;  Peter  Ludy,  seaman. 

yatwet qf  England — George  English,  seaman;  Jonathan  Brien,  landsman. 

Halive  of  Spain. -^^lAiiua.i  J  Gallardo,  second-class  boy. 

Hmtioe  qf  Holland. — John  M.  Sonius,  first-class  boy. 

It  thus  appears  that  out  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  ofiicers  and  crew  of  the  sloop- 
of-war  Kearsage,  there  are  only  eleven  persons  foreign  born. 

Casualties  on  the  Kearsarge. 

The  following  is  the  surg«  on's  report  of  casualties  among  the  crew  of  the  Eearsarge 
during  the  action : 

"  United  SrAXEs  SrsAVsuiP  Keabsabqe, 

"  Cherbourg ^  France^  afternoon^  Jum  19,  1864. 

'*Sir:  I  report  the  following  casualties  resulting  from  the  engagement  this  morning 
with  the  steamer  Alabama. 

**John  W.   Dempsey,   quarter-gunnor.    compound  comminuted  fracture  of  right  arm, 
lower  third,  and  forearm  ;  arm  amputated. 

**  William  Gowan,  ordinary  seaman,  compound  fracture  of  left  thigh  and  leg,  seriously. 
**  James  McBeath,  ordinary  seuman,  compound  fracture  of  left  leg,  severely  wounded. 
**  I  am,  very  respectliiily,  vour  ol.»edient  servant, 

-JOHN  M.  BROWNE, 

*' Surgeon  United  States  Navy. 
**  Captain  John  A.  Winslow, 

*^  Commanding  UmUd  States  SteimsJiip  Kearsarge^  Cherbourg.^* 

All  these  men  were  wounded  by  the  same  fihot,  a  68-pounder,  which  passed  through  the 
starboard  bulwarks  below  main-rigging,  narrowly  escaping  the  after  11-inch  pivot  gun. 
The  fuzes  employed  by  the  Alabama  weie  villanouHly  bad,  several  shell  having  lodged  in 
the  Kearsarge  without  Uiking  etTect.  Had  the  7-inch  rifle  shot  exploded,  which  entered 
the  vessel  at  the  ntirboard  quarter,  raising  the  deck  by  its  concusbion  several  inches,  and 
lodging  in  the  rudder  {x/st,  the  action  might  have  lasted  some  time  longer.  It  would 
not,  however,  have  altered  the  result,  for  the  casualty  occurred  towards  the  close  of  the 
conflict.  During  my  visit  I  witnessed  the  operation  of  cutting  out  a  S2-pounder  shell 
(time  fuze)  from  the  rail  close  forward  of  the  fore  pivot  ll-inch  port;  the  oflicer  in 
charge  of  the  piece  informed  me  that  the  concussion  actually  raised  the  gun  and  carriage  ; 
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and  had  it  exploded  maoy  of  the  crew  woald  have  been  injured  by  tlie  fragments  and 
splinters. 

Among  the  incidents  of  the  fight,  some  of  our  papers  relate  that  an  11-lnch  shell  from 
the  Kearsarge  fell  upon  the  deck  of  the  Alabama,  and  was  immediately  taken  up  and 
thrown  overboard.-  •  Probably  no  fight  ever  occurred  in  modern  times  in  which  somebody 
didn'  t  pick  up  a  live  shell  and  throw  it  out  of  harm's  way  ;  but  we  may  l>e  permitted  to  doubt 
in  this  case;  5-second  fuze^  take  effect  somewhat  rapidly ;  the  shot  weighs  considembly 
more  than  a  hundred  weight,  and  is  uncomfortably  difhcult  to  lay  hold  of.  Worse  than 
all  for  the  probabilities  of  the  story,  fifteen  pounds  of  powder,  never  more  nor  less,  were 
used  to  every  shot  fired  from  the  11-inch  pivots,  the  Kearsarge  only  opening  fire  from 
them  when  within  eight  hundred  yards  of  the  Alabama.  With  fifteen  pounds  of  powder 
and  fifteen  degrees  of  elevation,  Ihavo  myself  seen  these  11-inch  Dahlgrens  throw  three 
and  a  half  miles ;  and  yet  we  are  asked  to  credit  that,  with  the  same  charge  at  less  than 
half  a  mile,  one  of  the  shells  fell  upon  the  dock  of  the  privateer.  Tliere  are  eleven 
marines  in  the  crew  of  the  Kearsarge  ;  probably  the  story  was  made  for  them. 

The  reported  firing  upon  the  Alabama  after  her  surrender. 

Captain  Semmes  makes  the  following  statement  in  his  official  report : 

'*  Although  we  were  now  but  four  hundred  yards  from  each  other,  the  enemy  fired 
upon  mo  five  times  after  my  colors  had  been  struck.  It  is  charitable  to  suppose  that  a 
ship-of-war  of  a  Christian  nation  could  not  have  done  this  intentionally." 

A  very  nice  appeal  after  the  massacre  of  Fort  Pillow,  especially  when  corning  from  a 
man  who  has  spent  the  previous  two  years  of  his  life  in  destroying  unresisting  merchantmen. 

Tlie  captain  of  the  Kearsarge  was  never  aware  of  the  Alabama  having  struck  until  a 
boat  put  off  from  her  to  his  own  vessel.  Prisoners  subsequently  stated  that  she  had  fired 
a  Ice  gun,  but  the  fact  was  not  known  on  board  the  federal  ship,  nor  that  the  colors 
were  hauled  down  in  token  of  surrender.  A  single  fact  will  prove  the  humanity  with 
which  Captain  Winslow  conducted  the  fight.  At  the  close  of  the  action  his  deck  was  found 
to  be  literally  covered  with  grape  and  canister,  ready  for  close  quarters;  but  he  had 
never  used  a  single  chai-ge  of  all  this  during  the  contest,  although  within  capital  range  for 
employing  it. 

The  feeling  after  the  battle. 

The  wounded  of  the  two  vessels  were  transferred  shortly  after  the  action  to  the  naval 
hospital  at  Cherbourg.  I  paid  a  visit  to  that  establishment  on  the  Sunday  following  the 
engagement,  and  found  the  sufferers  lying  in  comfortable  beds  alongsi<le  each  other  in  a  long 
and  admirably  ventilated  ward  on  the  first  floor  Poor  Gowan,  who  died  the  following 
Tuesday,  was  in  great  pain,  and  already  had  the  seal  of  death  upon  his  face.  James 
McBeath,  a  young  fellow  of  apparently  twenty  years,  with  a  compound  fracture  of  the 
leg.  chatted  with  much  animation,  while  Dempsey,  the  stump  of  his  right  arm  laid  on 
the  pillow,  was  comfortably  smoking  a  cigar,  and  laughing  and  talking  with  one  of  the 
Alabama's  crew  in  the  bed  alongside  him.  The  wounded  men  of  the  sunken  privateer 
were  unmistakably  English  in  physiognomy,  and  I  failed  to  discover  any  who  were  not 
countrymen  of  ours.  I  conversed  with  all  of  them,  stating  at  the  outset  that  I  was  an 
Englishman  like  themselves,  and  the  information  seemed  to  open  their  hearts  to  me.  They 
represented  themselves  as  very  comfortable  at  the*  hospital,  that  everything  they  asked 
for  was  given  them,  and  that  they  were  surprised  at  the  kindness  of  the  Kearsarge's  men 
who  came  to  visit  the  establishment,  when  they  were  assured  by  their  own  officers  before 
the  action  that  foul  treatment  would  only  be  shown  them  in  the  event  of  their  capture. 
Condoling  with  one  poor  fellow,  who  had  his  leg  carried  away  by  a  shell,  he  remarked 
to  me,  '*Ah,  it  serves  me  right;  they  won't  catch  me  fighting  again  without  knowing 
what  I  am  fighting  for. "     ' '  That's  me,  too,' '  said  another  poor  Englishman  alongside  him. 

The  paroled  prisoners  (four  officers)  on  shore  at  Cherbourg  evinced  no  hostility  whatever 
to  their  captors,  but  were  always  on  the  friendliest  of  terms  with  them.  All  alike  fre- 
quented the  same  hotel  in  the  town,  (curiously  enough,  **Tho  Eagle,")  played  billiards 
nt  the  same  caf6.  and  bought  their  pipes,  cigars,  and  tol^acco  from  the  same  pretty  little 
brunette  on  the  quai  du  port. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  ofiieers  and  crew  of  the  Alabama  saved  by  the 
Kearsarge : 

Francis  L  Gait,  of  Virginia,  assistant  surgeon ;  Joseph  Wilson,  third  lieutenant ;  Miles 
J.  Ifreeroan,  engineer,  Englishman ;  Jon.  W.  Pundt,  third  assistant  engineer ;  Benjamin 
L.  McClaskey,  boatswain  ;  William  Forrestall,  quartermaster,  Englishman  ;  Thomas  Potter, 
fireman,  Englishman  ;  Samuel  Williams,  fireman,  Welshman  ;  Patrick  Bradley,  fireman. 
Englishman  ;  John  Orrigin,  fireman,  Irishman  ;  George  Preemantle,  seaman,  Englishman  ; 
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Edgar  Tripp,  Keaman,  Eoglishman ;  John  Neil,  Kcaman,  Engli^hmaD  ;  lliomas  Winter, 
fireman.  Englishman  ;  Martin  King,  seaman  :  Joseph  Pearson,  seaman,  Enp^lishman;  James 
Hicks,  captain  of  hold,  Englishman  ;  R.  Parkinson,  wardroom  steward,  Englishman  ;  John 
Emory,  seaman,  Englishman  ;  Thomas  L.  Parker,  boy,  Englishman  ;  Peter  Hughes,  captain 
of  top,  Englishman. 

(AU  the  above  belonged  to  the  Alab  ima  when  she  first  sailed  from  the  Mersey,  and 
John  Neil,  John  Emory,  and  Peter  Hughes  belong  to  the  •*  Royal  Naval  Reserve.") 

William  Clark,  David  T^eggett,  Samuel  Henry,  John  Russell,  John  Smith,  Henry  McCoy, 
Eldward  BosRell,  James  Ochure,  John  Casen,  Henry  Higgin,  Frank  Hammond,  Michael 
Shields,  David  Thurston,  George  Peasey,  Henry  Yates,  seamen ;  Henry  Oodsen,  David 
Williams,  Henry  Hestlake,  Thomas  Watson,  John  Jolinson,  Match  Maddock,  Richanl 
Evans,  William  Miller,  George  Cousey,  Thomas  Brandon,  ordinary  seamen  ;  AVilliam  Mc- 
Kenzfe,  James  Broderick,  William  Wilson,  cockswains ;  Edward  Rawes,  master-at-arms : 
Henry  Tucker,  officers'  cook  ;  William  Harnes,  quarter-gunner ;  Jacob  Verlx)ri  seaman  ;0 
Robert  Wright,  captain  of  maintop  ;°  tVilliam  McGuire,  captain  of  foretop  ;0  William  Mc- 
Giale,  cockswain  ;  o  John  lienson,  James  McQuire.  coal-heavers ;  Frank  Carrian,  Peter 
Laperty,  John  Riley,  tiremen  ;  Nicholas  Adams,  landsman  ;  James  Clemens,  yeoman ;  James 
Wilson,  boy. 

These  men,  almost  without  exception,  are  subjects  of  her  Majesty  the  (jueen.  There 
were  also  three  others,  who  died  in  the  boats,  names  not  known. 

The  following  are  those  rei)orted  to  have  been  killed  or  drowned : 

David  Herbert  Llewellyn,  surgeon,  Welshman;!  William  Robinson,  carpenter;  James 
King,  mastei-at-arms,  Siivannah  pilot ;  Peter  Duncan,  fireman,  Englishman ;  Andrew  Shil- 
lings, h'cotchman  ;  Charles  Puist,  coal-passer,  German  ;  Frederick  Johns,  purser's  steward. 
Englishman  ;  Samuel  Henry,  seaman.  Englishman ;  John  Roberts,  seaman,  Welshman : 
Peter  Henry,  seaman,  Irishman;  George  Appleby,  yeoman,  Englishman;  A.  G.  Btirtelli, 
teaman,  Portuguese  ;  Henry  Fisher,  seaman,  Englishman. 

The  above  ail  belonged  to  the  original  crew  ot  the  Alabama. 

The  Dceihound  carried  oil',  according  to  her  own  account,  forty -one ;  the  names  of  the 
following  arc  known : 

Raphael  Semmes,  captiin  ;  John  M.  Kell,  first  lieutenant;  Arthur  Sinclair,  jr.,  second 
lieutenant ;  U.  K.  Howell,  lieutenant  of  marines  (I'his  person  is  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Jefferson  Davis.)  W.  H.  Mnclair,  mi<lsliipman  ;  J.  S.  Bullock,  acting  master ;  K.  A.  Mafiit, 
E.  M.  Anderson,  midshipmen;  M.  O'Brien,  third  assistant  surgeon;  George  T.  FuUam, 
master's  mate.  Englishman  ;  James  Evans,  ^lax  Meulnier,  J.  Schraeder,  master's  mates  ; 
W.  B  Smith,  ciptain's  clerk;  J.  0.  Cuddy,  gunner;  J.  G.  Dent,  «iUArtermaster ;  Jamc»s 
McFadgen,  fireman,  Englishman  ;  Orran  Diifl'y,  fireman,  Irishman  ;  \V.  Crawford,  English- 
man ;  Brent  Johnson,  second  boatsw-iin's  mat-.  Englishman  ;  William  Nevins,  Englishman  : 
William  Hearn,  seaman,  Euglibhman  The  bust  four  belong  to  the  "  Uoyal  Naval 
lleMtve.'" 

Mornmnts  of  the  English  yacht  Ihrrhound. 

'I hat  an  Kntrli-ih  yin.lit,  «>ne  belonginir  to  the  royal  yacht  Kqua<lron,  and  fiying  the  white 
ensign,  too,  during  the  conllict,  siiould  have  uj^sistctl  the  confederate  prifsoners  to  escape  after 
they  had  formally  surrendered  thcraselv(M,  jwcording  to  their  own  statement,  by  firing  a  lee 
gun,  striking  their  colors,  hoisting  a  white  Hag,  an<l  sending  a  boat  to  the  Kearsarge— 
some  of  which  signals  must  liave  been  wiiness*^!  from  the  deck  of  the  Deerhound — is  most 
humiliating  to  the  national  hor.tir.  The  movements  of  the  yacht  early  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing were,  liS  before  shown,  most  suspicions,  and  ha<l  Captain  Winslow  followed  the  advice 
and  reiterated  requests  of  his  oflicers,  when  she  steamed  off,  the  Deerhound  might  now 
have  been  lying  not  far  distant  from  the  Alalwima.  Captain  Winslow,  however,  could  not 
believe  that  a  gentleman  who  was  asked  by  himself  "to  save  life"  would  use  the  oppor- 
tunity to  decamp  with  the  oflicers  and  men  who,  according  to  their  own  act,  were  prisoners 
of  war.  There  is  high  presumptive  evidence  that  the  Deerhound  was  at  Cherbourg  for  the 
express  purpose  of  rendeiing  every  assistance  possible  to  the  corsair  :  and  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  whether  Mr.  1/mcaater,  the  friend  of  Mr.  Laird,  and  a  member  of  the 
Mersey  Yacht  Club,  would  have  carried  Captain  Winslow  and  his  ofticers  to  Southampton 
if  the  result  of  the  struLr^le  hal  Ixeii  reveiscl,  and  the  Alabima  hid  sent  the  Kearsarge 
to  the  bottom. 

Hie  I>eerhoun<l  reache^l  Cherbourg  on  the  17th  of  June,  and  Ix-twecn  that  time  and  the 
night  of  the  IHlh  Inwits  wen-  ol)servcd  from  the  shore  passing  frequently  between  her  and 
the  Alabama.  It  is  reported  that  Ensrli>h  i^unners  came  over  from  England  purposely  to 
assibt  the  privateer  in  the  fij:ht.     This  1  heard  bffure  leaving  Loudon,  and  the  assertion 

*  Wonndfil.  ♦  A  luihtiikv.     St-e  i»rocetiiug  uotc. 
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was  repeated  to  me  again  at  Havre,  Honflenr,  Cherbourg,  and  Pari<i.  If  this  be  the  fact, 
how  did  the  men  reach  Cherbourg?  On  the  14tb  of  June  Captain  Semmes  sends  his  chal- 
lenge to  the  Kearsarge  through  Monsieur  Bonfils,  stating  it  to  be  his  intention  to  light  her 
'*  as  soon  as  I  can  make  the  necessary  arrangements."  Two  full  days  elapse,  during  which 
he  takes  on  board  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  additional  of  coal,  and  places  for  security  in 
the  custom-house  the  following  valuables :  38  kilo.  700  gr.  of  gold  coin,  6  gr.  of  jewelry 
and  set-diamonds,  2  gold  watches.  What,  then,  became  of  the  pillage  of  a  hundred 
merchantmen,  the  chronometers,  &c.,  which  the  Times  described  as  the  *^8polia  oplma  of  a 
whole  mercantile  fleet?"  Those  could  not  be  landed  on  French  soil,  and  were  not  Did 
they  go  to  the  bottom  with  the  ship  herself,  or  are  they  saved  ? 

Captain  Semmes's  preparations  are  apparently  completed  on  the  16th,  but  still  he  lingers 
behind  the  famous  breakwater,  much  to  the  surprise  of  his  men.  The  Deerhound  arrives 
at  length,  and  the  preparations  are  rapidly  completed  How  unfortunate  that  Mr.  Lan- 
caster did  not  favor  the  Times  with  a  copy  of  his  log-book  from  the  12th  to  the  19th  June, 
inclusive ! 

The  record  of  the  Deerhound  is  suggestive  on  the  morning  of  thaf  memorable  Sunday. 
She  steams  out  from  behind  the  Cherbourg  breakwater  at  au  e>irly  hour ;  scouts  hither  and 
thither,  apparently  purposeless ;  runs  back  to  her  anchorage ;  precedes  the  Alabama  to 
sea  ;  is  the  solitary  and  close  spectator  of  the  fight,  whilst  the  Couronne  has  the  delicacy 
to  return  to  port ;  and,  finally,  having  picked  up  Semmes,  thirteen  of  his  officers,  and  a 
few  of  his  men,  steams  off  at  fullest  speed  to  Southampton,  leaving  the  ""appanntly  much 
ditabUd"  Kearsarge  (Mr.  Lancaster's  own  words)  to  save  two-thirds  of  the  Alabama's 
drowning  crew  struggling  in  the  water. 

An  English  gentleman's  yacht  playing  tender  to  a  corsair !  No  one  will  ever  believe 
that  Deerhound  to  be  thorough-bred. 

Conclusion. 

Such  are  the  facts  relating  to  the  memorable  action  off  Cherbourg  on  the  19th  of  Jane, 
1864.  The  Alabama  went  down  riddled  through  and  through  with  shot,  and  as  she  sank 
beneath  the  green  waves  of  the  channel  not  a  single  cheer  arose  from  the  victors  The 
order  was  given,  **  Silence,  boys !  "  and  in  perfect  silence  this  terror  of  American  commerce 
plunged  to  her  last  resting  place. 

There  is  but  one  key  to  the  victory.  The  two  vessels  were,  as  nearly  as  possible,  eqiiAl 
in  size,  speed,  armament,  and  crew,  and  the  contest  was  decided  by  the  superiority  of  the 
11-inch  Dahlgren  guns  of  the  Kearsarge  over  the  Blakely  riflo  and  the  vaunted  68- 
pounder  of  the  Alabama,  in  conjunction  with  the  greater  coolness  and  surer  aim  of  the 
former's  crew.  The  Kearsarge  was  not,  as  represented,  specially  armed  and  manned  for 
destroying  her  foe,  but  is  in  every  respect  similar  to  all  the  vessels  of  her  class  (third  rate) 
in  the  United  States  navy.  Moreover,  the  large  majority  of  her  officers  are  from  the 
merchant  service. 

The  French  at  Cherbourg  were  by  no  means  dilatory  in  recognizing  the  value  of  these 
Dahlgren  guns.  Officers  of  all  gr.tdes,  naval  and  military  alike,  crowded  the  vessel  during 
her  stay  at  their  port,  and  they  were  all  eyes  for  the  massive  pivots,  and  for  nothing  else. 
Quns,  carriages,  even  rammers  and  sponges,  were  carefully  measured ;  and  if  the  pieces 
can  be  made  in  France,  many  months  will  not  elapse  before  their  muzzles  will  be  giinoiiig 
through  the  port-holes  of  French  ships- of- war. 

We  have  no  such  gun  in  Europe  as  this  11-inch  Dahlgren;  but  it  is  considered  behind 
the  age  in  America.  The  68-pounder  is  regarded  by  us  as  a  heavy  piece ;  in  the  United 
States  it  is  the  minimum  for  large  vessels,  where  some  ships  (the  new  Ironsides,  Niagara, 
Vanderbilt,  &c  ,)  carry  the  11-inch  in  broadside.  It  is  considered  far  too  light,  however, 
for  the  sea-going  iron-clads,  although  throwing  a  solid  shot  of  160  pounds;  yet  it  ha» 
made  a  wonderlul  stir  on  both  sides  of  the  channel.  What,  then,  will  be  thought  of  the 
15-inch  gtm,  throwing  a  shot  of  480  pounds,  or  of  the  200-pound  Parrott,  with  its  range  of 
five  miles? 

We  ai-e  arming  our  iron-clads  with  9  inch  smooth  bores  and  100-ponnder  rifles,  while 
the  Americans  are  constructiug  their  armor-ships  to  resist  the  impact  of  i  1  and  15-inch 
shot.     By  June  next  the  United  States  will  have  in  commission  the  following  iron-clads  : 

Tonf.  Guns. 

Dunderberg 5,090  10 

Dictator 3,033  2 

Kalamazoo 8,200  4 

Passaconaway 8,200  4 

Puritan 3,265  4 

Quinsigamond 3,200  4 

Itoanoke 8,435  6 

Shakamaxon 3,290  4 
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These,  too,  without  ooontiDg  six  others  of  *^  second  class,"  all  alike  armed  with  the 
tmnendous  16-iach,  and  built  to  cross  the  Atlantic  in  any  season.  But  it  is  not  in  iron- 
clads alone  that  America  is  proving  her  energy ;  first,  second,  and  third  rate^,  wooden- 
bailt,  arc  issuing  constantly  from  trans* Atlantic  yards,  and  the  navy  of  the  United  States 
now  numbers  no  less  than  six  hundred  vessels  and  upwards,  seventy-three  of  which  are 
iroD-clads. 

This  is,  indeed,  an  immense  fleet  for  one  nation,  but  we  may,  at  all  events,  rejoice  that 
it  will  be  used  to  defend — in  the  words  of  the  wisest  and  noblest  of  English  statesmen— 
"  ibe  democratic  principle,  or,  if  that  term  Is  offensive,  popular  sovereignty." 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  REBEL  STEAMER  GEORGIA. 

Preliminary  letter  of  Commodore  T.   T,  Craven, 

UxiTED  States  Ship  Niagara, 
Off  Start  Point,  English  Channel,  August  1,  1864. 

Sir:  On  the  16th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  my  return  to 
Antwerp,  after  an  unsuccessful  cruise  in  search  of  the  pirate  Florida.  In  con- 
sequence of  information  received  on  the  28th  ultimo  from  our  minister  at  London, 
I  am  now  on  my  way  to  Liverpool  to  intercept,  if  possible,  and  send  to  the 
United  States,  the  steamer  heretofore  known  as  the  Japan  or  the  Georgia,  pur- 
porting to  have  been  sold  or  transferred  to  British  subjects. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Scheldt,  it  seems  proper  that  I  should  bring  particu- 
larly to  your  notice  the  very  kind  manner  in  which  the  arrival  of  the  Niagara 
was  welcomed  there  by  the  good  citizens  of  Antwerp. 

I  immediately,  on  my  first  arrival  there,  called  upon  the  two  governors,  civil 
and  military,  and  the  burgomaster,  and  exchanged  salutes  with  their  flag. 
From  that  time  until  our  final  departure  there  was  one  constant  interchange  of 
civilities  between  us. 

After  visiting  the  authorities  of  the  city,  I  went  to  Brussels,  and  accompanied 
by  our  minister,  Mr.  Sandford,  called  upon  the  ministers  of  foreign  affairs  of 
war  and  marine,  and  a  few  days  before  leaving  was  presented  to  the  Duke  of 
Brabant. 

These  visits  wore  all  promptly  returned,  when  I  availed  myself  of  the  many 
opportunities  of  firing  the  proper  palutes,  and  to  show  to  them  the  Niagara,  the 
fimt  American  vcssel-of-war  and  the  largest  ship  which  had  ever  visited  the 
waters  of  Belgium. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d  ultimo  General  Desert,  the  military  govomor,  paid 
U8  the  high  compliment  of  heading  a  large  party  of  serenaders,  which,  putting 
off  upon  two  pontoons,  anchored  near  the  ship  and  regaled  us  with  their  music 
for  nearly  two  hours.  Besides  the  kindly  feeling,  and  the  deep  sympathy  in 
our  trouble,  expressed  towards  us  by  those  in  high  office,  we  had  every  evidence 
of  the  same  sentiments  wherever  we  were  thrown  in  contact  with  their  people ; 
and  in  acknowledgement  of  these  civilities,  excepting  at  times  of  exercise,  our 
ship  was  thrown  open  to  all  visitors ;  and  it  is  an  inside  estimate  when  I  say 
that  no  less  than  thirty  thous^ind  persons  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO'S  T.  CRAVKX. 
Commodore  IL  S.  Navy. 

lion.  GiDKox  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,    Washington,  D.  C. 

44  N 
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Report  of  the  capture. 

United  States  Ship  Niagara, 
From  ^  to  10  miles  south  west  of  the  BerlingSf 

Coast  of  Portugal,  August  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  the  instructions 
contained  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  our  minister  at  London,  a  copy  of  which 
is  herewith  enclosed,  I  sailed  with  the  Niagara  from  Antwerp  on  the  29th  of 
July  for  Liverpool,  where  I  arrived  on  the  3d  of  August,  and  ascertained  that 
the  Georgia  would  soon  sail  for  Lishon. 

Supposing  my  best  chances  for  falling  in  with  her  would  be  on  this  coast,  I 
left  Liverpool  on  the  5th  instant,  arrived  at  Lisbon  on  the  11th  ;  coaled  ship  and 
sailed  again  yesterday  morning,  and  this  morning  at  about  9.30  discovered  the 
Georgia  on  our  port  bow,  standing  to  the  southward ;  at  9.45  brought  her  to ;  and 
at  noon  put  a  prize  crew  on  board,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Kimball,  with 
orders  to  proceed  to  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO'S  T.  CRAVEN, 
Commodore  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  (he  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C. 


Letter Jrom  Charles  F.  Adams,  to  Commodore   T.  T,  Craven. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

London,  July  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  learn  from  the  vice-consul  of  the  United  States  at  Liverpool  that 
the  steamer  heretofore  known  as  the  Japan  or  the  Georgia,  purporting  to  have 
been  sold  or  transferred  to  British  subjects,  is  about  to  sail  from  Liverpool  for 
some  destination  unknown,  but  believed  to  be  with  unfriendly  intentions  to  the 
United  States. 

The  validity  of  a  sale  of  a  belligerent  vessel  in  a  neutral  port  in  time  of  war 
has  ever  bc^en  denied  by  Great  Britain  when  a  party  to  the  war,  and  is  now 
denied  by  the  United  States.  This  vessel  is  therefore  open  to  capture  and  con- 
demnation as  lawful  prize  of  war,  wherever  she  may  be  found  upon  the  high 
seas,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  national  character  she  assumes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  FRANCIS  ADAMS, 
Commodore  Tho's  T.  Craven,  U.  S.  N., 

United  States  Steamer  Niagara. 


Additional  report  (]f  Commodore  T.   T.  Craven. 

United  States  Ship  Niagara, 
Off  Dover,  England,  August  24,  1864. 

Sir:  On  the  15th  inptant.  in  lat.  390  16' N.,  long.90  38' W.,  I  fell  in  with  the 
steamer  Georgia,  formerly  the  pirate  of  that  name,  and  sent  her  as  a  good  and 
lawful  prize  to  the  United  States,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  Jacob  Khn- 
ball.     1  now  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  duplicate  of  my  letter  addresaed  to 
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Toa  on  tbat  occasion,  (No.  35.)  also  a  duplicate  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
by  Mr.  Adams,  respeciively,  Xos.  I  and  2. 

As  the  Greorgia  was  sailing  under  the  English  flag,  and  wai>  chartered  to  the 
Portuguese  government,  and  as  her  officers  and  crew  were  evidently  en«r«ged 
in  good  faith  to  sail  on  a  lawful  voya<^?  and  could  not  be  treated  as  blockade 
mnners,  nor  as  belligerputs,  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  improper  to  send  them  to  the 
United  States,  excepting  the  chief  mate  and  engineer.  I  have  brought  the 
master,  (Captain  Wit  by  combe.)  his  officers  and  crew  here  to  be  landed. 

There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  Gc-or^ria  being  a  good  and  lawful  prize,  but  it 
seems  that  some  more  positive  evid'^nce  than  we  now  have,  to  identify  her  as 
the  Japan,  is  necessary,  an-i  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Adams  for  information  as  to 
how  that  evidence  is  to  be  obtained. 

Trusting  that  what  I  have  done  in  this  matter  will  meet  your  approval, 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO'S  T.  CRAVEN, 
Commodore  U.  S.  Kary, 
Hon.  GiDEO.v  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wa*kington,  D.  C. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  REBEL  .STEAMER  FLORIDA. 

[Telejrraiii  from  Captaiu  Winslow.  ] 

Bo&TO.N,  Xovemher  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  thf  arrival  of  th**  K^-ar.-'arge  off  Scituate  from 
the  Rocas.  Left  the  Wachnsr-tt  aiid  Fl'^rida  «t  St.  'riiornas.  The  Florida  was 
captured  at  the  harbor  of  H-ihia  by  the  Wachusett,  October  7.  We  bring 
sixteen  prisoners  and  one  otBcer  frf>m  the  Florida. 

JNO.  A.  WIXSLOW.  Captain. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Scrrefary  of  the  Xavy. 


Report  of  the  Captain  of  the   IVachusett. 

St.  Th4».mas,  We??t  India  Islaniks, 
OctoUr  31,  ISOl,  i:ia  Boston t  November  7. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rejiort  the  arrival  here  of  tlii.-*  bhip,  with  the  rebel 
steamer  Florida  in  c^impany.  Tin,-  Florida,  with  lifty-eight  men  and  twt-lvc 
officers,  wa.-^  captured  abrjiit  '.i  o'clrjck  «in  the  mom  ins:  of  the  7lh  October,  in- 
stant, in  the  bay  of  San  Salvadrir,  Brazil,  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vcs- 
eel,  without  loss  of  lift'. 

Five  of  her  officers,  including  Ikt  commander  and  the  remainder  of  her  crew, 
were  on  shore. 

The  Florida  had  her  mizzfiima.-t  and  main  yard  carried  away,  and  her  bul- 
warks cut  d'lwn.     Tiiis  vep?iil  surtaini'd  no  injury. 

A  detailed  report  will  he  haiidt-d  to  you  by  Paymaster  W.  W.  Williams. 
Verv  resiiectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  COLLINS, 
Commander  U.  S.  ^team-Sloop  Wachusctt, 
Hod.  Gideon  Welles, 

^!iecretary  of'  the  Xavy, 
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TREATMENT  IN  REBEL  PRISONS. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant   Commander  Pendergrast  relative  to  ill  treatrnent  of 

prisoners  at  Charleston^  South  Carolina. 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  October  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  deemed  it  proper, 
on  account  of  the  ill  treatment  we  received  while  prisoners  of  war  in  Charleston 
jail-yard,  to  address  to  the  rebel  authorities  at  that  place,  to  which  I  received 
no  answer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUSTIN  PENDERGRAST, 
Lieutenant  Commander t  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  2>.  C. 


Charleston  Jail,  August  8,  1864. 

Sir:  In  behalf  of  the  naval  officers  confined  in  this  place,  and  in  respect  to 
the  government  which  we  have  the  honor  to  represent,  I  bring  to  your  notice 
the  following  statement,  viz :  That  we  surrendered  to  the  confederate  forces  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  that  we  have  always  expected  to  be  treated  as  such.  This 
treatment  has  not  been  accorded  us  in  any  of  the  many  prisons  in  which  we  have 
been  confined,  and  we  are  at  this  moment  occupying  a  prison  designed  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  criminals  and  felons,  a  part  of  whom  are  let  loose  upon  us  every  day. 
For  the  last  two  days  rations  of  puch  a  kind  have  been  issued  to  us  which  are 
better  calculated  to  incur  starvation  than  support  life;  and  even  if  the  ration  of 
your  government  had  been  issued  to  us,  the  want  of  proper  utensils  would  have 
tendered  it  impossible  to  have  eaten  them. 

The  dirt  and  piles  of  filth  which  surround  us  on  all  sides  in  such  a  confined 
place,  without  any  system  of  police,  and  with  only  the  scanty  shelter  afforded  ns 
after  being  exposed  to  rain  and  the  almost  tropical  rays  of  the  sun  for  50  hours 
even  before  this  slight  shelter  was  given  us,  will  necessarily  generate  disease, 
and  soon  commence  the  work  which  the  conduct  of  your  government  evidently 
indicates  and  secretly  desires,  but  are  restrained  from  doing  by  the  fact  that  such 
an  act  must  sooner  or  later  become  public  to  the  world.  The  taking  by  force 
of  our  clothing  and  money  by  your  government  ofiicials  whilst  prisoners  in  their 
custody  has  become  so  common  as  to  leave  us  to  expect  nothing  else  at  their 
hands. 

I  hope  I  need  not  say  to  you  that  I  have  approached  this  subject  with  feelings 
of  great  delicacy  and  regret,  believing  that  the  fine  sense  ofgallantry  and  honor 
which  the  confederate  soldier  has  appropriated  to  himself  alone  wotud  be  a  suf- 
ficient safeguard  to  the  unfortunate  prisoner  of  war  in  his  hands.  Such,  however, 
has  not  been  the  case,  and  as  yet,  I  regret  to  say,  we  have  met  with  the  treat- 
ment which  would  more  readily  become  that  of  a  barbarous  people  than  one  who 
is  now  desirous  of  emulating  the  greatness  of  the  most  civilized  nations.  The 
confinement  of  600  officers  in  such  a  place  as  we  now  occupy,  with  such  shelter 
and  food  ns  indicated  above,  is  not  only  cruel  and  opposed  to  the  instinct  of  a 
civilized  people,  but  may  well  be  characterized  as  inhuman  and  brutal  in  the 
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extreme;  and  although  we  have  been  treated  in  the  manner  set  forth,  yet  we 
cannot  believe  that  your  government  has  lost  all  of  its  feelings  of  self-respect  so 
much  as  to  indulge  ifl  the  persecution  of  prisoners  of  war. 

I  need  not  remind  you  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Atlanta  and  others  of 
your  navy  who  have  been  unfortunate  enough  to  fall  into  our  hands  have  met 
with  far  diflferent  treatment  than  we  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of  the  Con- 
federate States  officers. 

Hoping  this  communication  will  meet  your  early  consideration,  and  induce  you 
to  remove  us  from  the  vile  association  connected  with  this  building, 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AUSTIN  PENDERGRAST, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  United  States  Navy. 
Major  General  Sam.  Jones, 

Com'dg  Department  of  Ga,,  S.  C.  and  Fla.,  Charleston,  S.  C. 


Statement  of  Lierttenant  S.  W.  Preston  relative  to  treatment  of  colored  seamen. 

New  York,  Xovemher  21,  1864. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  department's  inquiry  respecting  the  colored  seamen  cap- 
tured on  board  the  I^?aac  Smith,  I  have  to  nutate  that  when  I  was  confined  in 
Charleston  jail,  in  September,  1863,  they  were  imprisoned  there  and  employed 
as  scullions  about  the  jail. 

I  have  no  later  poj^itive  information  about  them,  but  believe  they  are  still  con- 
fined there,  and  subjected  to  similar  treatment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  PRESTON, 
Lieutenant,  United  States  Navy. 
Hon.  GiDROx  WellFvS, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Acting  Ensign  George  M.  Smith  reports  that  four  men  attached  to  the  Aries 
died  at  Andersonvillc,  Georgia,  from  an  insufficiency  of  food. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  October  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  7th  of  January,  1864,  while 
attached  to  the  United  States  steamer  Aries,  I  was  ordered  by  Acting  Volun- 
teer Lieutenant  E.  F.  Devenr*  commanding,  to  board  the  blockade  runner  Vir- 
finia  Dare,  she  having  been  chained  ai*hore  on  North  i:»land„  South  Carolina, 
y  the  United  Stat<'S  steamers  Aries  and  Montgomery,  and  endeavor  to  get  her 
afloat ;  in  case  I  failed  in  so  doinjiij,  to  df^troy  her. 

I  boarded  her  in  obedience  to  the  above  orders,  and  finding  it  impossible  to 
get  her  afloat,  set  her  on  fire.  During  the  time  I  was  engaged  in  getting  the 
f«teamer  afloat,  the  sea  and  wind  bad  increased  to  such  an  extent  that,  in 
shoving  off*  from  the  steamer,  my  boat  was  struck  by  a  heavy  sea,  filled,  and 
Bwamped  from  under  us,  injuring  myself  and  a  number  of  my  crew.  AV(?  suc- 
ceeded in  gaining  the  beach,  and  endeavored  to  launch  our  boat,  which  was 
cast  ashon*  by  the  surf,  but  owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  men  the 
attempt  failed.. 

A  boat  from  the  United  States  steamer  Montgomery,  in  charge  of  Acting 
Master  and  Executive  Officer  (jeorge  II.  Pendleton,  came  to  our  ar»?istance,  and 
succeeded  in  rescuing  three  officers  and  five  men,  the  remainder,  including  Mr 
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J.  E.  Parkman,  captain's  clerk,  and  myself,  being  too  weak  to  swim  to  the 
boat.  After  placing  the  above  officers  and  men  in  another  boat,  Mr.  Pendleton 
again  came  to  our  assistance ;  but  while  endeavoring  to  gel  his  boat  as  near  to 
the  beach  as  possible,  it  was  struck  by  a  sea,  capsized,  and  thrown  upon  the 
beach.  While  endeavoring  to  launch  the  Montgomery's  boat,  the  enemy's 
cavalry  appeared  from  an  adjacent  woods,  in  which  they  had  been  watching 
our  movements,  unseen  by  us,  and  demanded  our  surrender.  A  consultation 
was  held  by  the  officers,  and  taking  into  consideration  the  condition  of  our  men 
and  arms,  surrendered  to  Major  White,  commanding  battalion  of  21st  Georgia 
cavalry,  and  were  taken  to  their  camp,  from  thence  sent  to  Gbai^l^ston,  South 
Carolina,  remaining  there  for  a  period  of  seven  (7)  months,  since  which  time  we 
were  confined  in  different  parts  of  the  so-called  confederacy. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  Mr.  Pendleton  did  all  in  his  power  to  save  us,  and 
succeeded  in  a  measure,  but,  unfortunately,  in  his  desire  to  rescue  all,  was  him- 
self captured. 

I  am  very  much  grieved  to  inform  you  that  four  of  the  seven  men  captured 
with  me,  and  belonging  to  the  United  States  steamer  Aries,  died  at  Anderson- 
villc,  Geovgia,  and,  from  the  testimony  of  those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
leave  that  place  alive,  I  am  confident  that  they  died  from  an  insufficiency  of 
food. 

1  have  written  to  the  honorable  S.  J.  W.  Tabor,  informing  him  of  their  names 
and  the  residence  of  their  families,  as  far  as  I  know. 

I  was  paroled,  together  with  a  number  of  United  States  naval  officers,  the 
3d  of  October,  1864,  and  sent  through  the  lines  the  17th  instant,  and  ordered 
by  the  honorable  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  United  States  Navy,  to  re- 
port by  letter. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  M.  SMITH, 

Acting  Ensign  U.  S.  N, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Naoy^  Washington^  2).  C, 


Capture  of  Acting  Master  Edward  L.  Haines,  and  his  treatment  hy  the  rebels. 

Philadelphia,  October  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  of  August,  1863,  the  United 
States  steam  sloop  Powhatan,  Lieutenant  Commander  E.  P.  Williams  com- 
manding, left  her  station  off  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  proceeded  to  Port 
Royal,  South  Carolina,  leaving  me  with  the  fleet,  in  charge  of  her  first  launch 
and  a  crew  of  twenty-four  men,  armed  with  small  arms,  the  launch  having  a 
12-pounder  howitzer.  I  was  assisted  by  Master's  Mate  Charles  Howland,  of 
same  ship.  My  orders  were  to  proceed  on  board  of  United  States  steamer  Ca- 
nandaigua  and  remain  until  dark,  then  to  take  my  station  inside  the  bar  as  a 
picket  boat.  At  5  o'clock  p.  m.  I  left  the  Canandaigua  and  was  taken  in  tow 
by  United  States  steam-tug  Rescue,  as  was  also  one  of  the  launches  of  United 
States  steamer  Housatonic.  We  went  alongside  of  United  States  steamer  Wa- 
bash and  took  in  tow  her  first  and  second  launches,  they  being  armed  similar 
to  my  own  launch.  The  Wabash's  launches  were  commanded  by  an  acting 
master's  mate,  and  he  remained  in  her  second  launch.  I,  being  senior  officer, 
took  command  of  the  Wabash's  first  hiunch,  leaving  Acting  Master's  Mate 
Howhmd  in  command  of  the  l^owhatan's  launch. 

Before  taking  my  station,  I  reported  to  Rear- Admiral  J.  H.  Dahlgren  ;  he 
ordered  me  to  report  to  the  officer  commanding  the  United  States  monitor  Cat- 
skill — she  being  the  guard-ship  for  that  night.    The  admiral  informed  me  that 
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two  or  tbree  of  the  enemy's  steamers  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  down  to  Cum- 
mings's  Ptiint  everj  night,  and  if  they  came  within  range,  to  fire  upon  and  sink 
them  if  possible,  and  that  Ensign  B.  F.  Porter  would  be  out  in  a  small  boat, 
and  to  be  carr^ful  not  to  fire  at  him. 

On  reporting  to  the  commander  uf  United  States  steamer  Catskill,  (monitor,)  he 
ordered  me  to  pull  a  short  distance  above  her,  towards  Fort  Sumter,  and  anchor 
the  launches  under  my  command  in  line  and  in  sight  of  each  other,  and  sig- 
nalize by  firing  and  displaying  lights,  in  any  danger  that  might  occur.  I  took 
the  lead  of  the  line  towards  the  fort  as  my  station.  About  11  o'clock  p.  m. 
Eneign  Porter  came  alongside  and  reported  "  that  a  steamer  had  come  down  to 
Gummings's  Point'*  and  was  now  lying  close  in,  and  that  he  thought  "  she  was 
a  blockade  runner."  Leaving  me,  he  pulled  for  the  Catskill.  I  immediately 
got  my  anchor  and  let  my  launch  drop  up  towards  Cunnnings*s  Point,  in  order 
to  get  a  view  of  the  reported  steamiT.  Soon  after  getting  under  way,  T  made 
out  a  steamer  standing  down  the  channel  close  to  ^lorris  island.  I  immedi- 
ately opened  fire  on  her  from  my  howitzer,  and  made  signals,  as  agreed  upon, 
to  the  fleet,  at  the  same  time  pulled  my  boat  towards  shoal  water,  to  avoid  col- 
liding with  her.  Finding  I  could  not  escape,  I  determined  to  board  and  try  to 
take  her,  at  the  same  time  expecting  answers  from  the  other  launches  or  Cat- 
fikill,  they  being  in  sight.  I  succeeded  in  boarding  her,  under  a  heavy  fire  of 
musketry.  After  a  short  resistance  we  were  compelled,  by  the  superior  num- 
bera  of  the  enemy,  to  surrender.  Siie  proved  to  be  the  Confederate  States 
steamer  Juno,  manned  by  a  crew  of  iM\y  men,  and  protected  outside  and  in  by 
cotton  bales.  She  also  had  a  torpedo  projecting  from  her  bow,  for  the  purpose 
of  blowing  up  any  vessel  she  might  strike.  Slui  immediately  returned  to 
Charleston  harbor,  with  my  launch  in  tow,  much  injured  from  the  collision,  and 
transferred  us  to  Confederate  States  iron-clad  Chicora,  ("ajitain  Tucker  com- 
miuiding.  On  the  following  afternoon  we  were  sent  to  Charh*ston  jail,  where  I 
found  two  of  mv  boat's  crew  who  were  knocked  overboard  from  the  Juno,  and 
ewam  to  Sulliv;in*s  island,  where  they  were  taken  prisoners.  In  Charleston 
jail  we  were  confined  with  criminals  of  the  worst  kind,  and  remained  for  twenty- 
four  hours  without  food  or  water.  AVhen  rations  were  issued  to  us,  they  con- 
sisted of  half  a  pound  of  beef  and  one  quart  of  unsifted  corn  meal,  without  salt, 
per  day.  ( )n  the  10th  of  August,  1S(33,  from  Charleston  we  were  sent  to  Colum- 
bia, South  Carolina,  (excepting  seaman  Amos  A.  Kauniu*,  who  was  retainetl  in 
Charleston  by  the  confederate  authorities.)  In  Columbia  we  were  confined  in 
a  common  j;iil,  our  rations  were  half  a  pound  r)f  beef,  one  quart  of  inisifted  corn 
meal,  ami  al)<»nt  half  an  ounce  of  salt  per  <lay.  On  the  loth  of  August  we  were 
sent  to  Kichmond  ;  my  men  were  confined  on  lielle  island,  near  Hichinond, 
Virginia,  and  1  was  sent  to  hil)by  jnison.  (The  man  Kannne  arrived  in  Uich- 
mond,  Virginia,  about  the  l-'>th  <»f  September,  l*^l).'l.)  About  the  *JOih  of  Sep- 
tember, I  l«'arne  1  that  my  men  were  all  exchanged,  excepting  seaman  K.  ft. 
Clark,  who  die<l  whih*  a  prisoner  on  Belle  island,  near  Uichmond,  Virginia. 
Durin;:  mv  confinement  in  Lil)bv  iirison,  for  fortv-seven  davs,  we  were  issued 
nothing  but  a  half  pound  of  corn-bread,  and  about  half  a  gill  of  cow  peas  per 
day,  and  when  meat  was  issued  it  was  not  more  than  four  ounces  per  day. 

On  the  7lh  of  Mav,  lS<i4,  I  was  sent  to  Macon,  Georg-ia,  where  we  were  con- 
fined  in  an  opi-n  stockade,  without  shelter,  until  we  built  sheds  ourselves,  after 
several  apjilications  for  the  materials.  Our  ration  in  Macon  was  mie  pint  of 
unsifted  corn  ni«'al,  four  ounces  of  bacon  of  worst  kind,  half  a  gill  of  c  »w  peas, 
one  table-spoonfnl  of  rice,  and  the  sam*-  of  salt,  per  day.  On  the  2*^th  of  July 
I  was  sent  from  Macon  to  Charleston  South  (Carolina,  with  first  000  otficers, 
for  the  pur]»ose  of  placing  us  under  fire  ;  on  arriving  in  Charh'ston  we  were 
coufineil  in  the  jail  yanl ;  part  of  the  oliicers  were  without  shelter  of  any  kind; 
from  the  iail  vard  we  were  sent  to  a  dirtv,  filthv  w»)rkh'»use,  infested  with  all 
manner  of  vermin,  and  the  only  m^ans  whereby  we  could  escape  these  tormeutd 


686       BEPOET  OF  THE  SECRETAKY  OP  THE  NAVY. 

was  to  give  our  parole,  which  resulted  in  a  change  of  quarters  to  the  Roper  .hos- 
pital, a  very  comfortable  building.  Our  rations  in  Charleston  were  four  ounces 
of  meat,  some  days  bacon  and  others  beef,  and  some  days  would  issue  one 
ounce  of  lard  in  lieu  of  meat,  half  a  pound  of  com  meal,  half  a  gill  of  rice,  one 
table-spoonful  of  salt  per  day,  also  half  a  pint  of  molasses  per  week.  •On  the  30th 
of  September,  1864,  was  sent  from  Charleston  to  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of 
exchange.  While  confined  in  Richmond  for  the  purpose  of  exchange,  our  ra- 
tions were  about  four  ounces  of  meat,  half  a  pint  of  cow  peas  soup,  and  half  a 
pound  of  corn-bread  per  day.  On  the  18th  of  October,  1864,  was  sent  from 
Richmond,  by  flag  of  truce,  to  Annapolis. 

During  all  of  my  imprisonment  I  have  been  treated  more  like  a  criminal  than 
a  prisoner  of  war. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  captured  with  me  :  Charles  Feliz,  cock- 
swain ;  Henry  Hockslan,  ordinary  seaman ;  Alexander  Manning,  seaman  ; 
Latham  A.  Bailey,  ordinary  seaman ;  Robert  Armstrong,  seaman ;  Charles 
Saulsbury,  landsman  ;  John  Kolcbue,  seaman ;  Amos  A.  Kaunne,  landsman ; 
John  Hammon,  seaman ;  Edward  R.  Clark,  seaman ;  George  Boardois,  sea- 
man ;  and  one  man  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  having  lost  the  list  during 
my  imprisonment. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  I  was  promptly  obeyed  and  bravely  supported  by 
all  of  my  crew. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  L.  HAINES, 

Acting  Master  U.  S.  N. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nacy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Statement  of  Acting  Master^ s  Mate  Thomas  Brottn,  relative  to  rebel  treatment. 

Philadelphia,  Oc^o^er  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  make  the  following  statement  of  my  cap- 
ture, treatment  as  a  prisoner,  and  release  from  the  Confederate  States,  via : 

On  the  23d  of  August,  1863,  I  was  captured  on  the  United  States  steamer 
Reliance,  transferred  to  Richmond,  and  placed  in  Libby  prison  in  confinement. 
Ration  then  issued  to  us  was  about  twelve  ounces  of  bread  and  five  ounces  of  beef 
a  day ;  shelter  was  pretty  fair,  but  clothing  very  scarce.  About  the  month  of 
January  there  was  scarcely  any  meat  issued,  and  the  bread  was  changed  into 
corn-bread.  On  the  7th  of  May,  1864,  we  were  transferred  to  Danville,  Vir^ia, 
and  stopped  there  three  days,  when  we  were  taken  to  Macon,  Georgia.  On  the 
15th  of  May  arrived  in  Macon,  and  were  placed  in  a  stockade  of  about  three 
acres  of  ground.  There  were  two  old  houses,  but  not  large  enough  to  Bhelter 
one-half  of  us.  I  slept  on  the  bare  ground  for  about  two  weeks.  About  the  let 
of  June  there  was  a  number  of  pine  boards  famished,  and  we  made  shelter  for 
ourselves.  Rations,  one  pound  of  com  meal  a  day,  four  ounces  bacon,  one  ounee 
rice,  one  ounce  beans.  In  the  month  of  August  left  Macon  for  Savannah,  Georgia* 
and  were  placed  in  a  stockade.  Rations,  one  pound  of  beef  a  day,  com  meal  and 
rice  as  much  as  I  could  use,  though  the  water  was  very  bad.  September  13, 1864»all 
prisoners  of  war  in  Savannah  were  sent  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  placed 
in  the  jail  yard  ;  some  of  us  were  furnished  with  tents,  others  not;  rations  about 
one-half  pound  corn  meal,  one-quarter  pound  of  flour  and  meal,  bacon  very  little. 
The  treatment  was  very  hard  in  Charleston.  On  October  5,  1864,  transferred 
to  Columbia,  South  Carolina.    Rations,  com  meal,  rice  and  molasses ;  no  shelter. 
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The  above  is  written  from  memoiy,  and  is  as  near  the  tine  bistoiy  of  onr  treat- 
ment as  it  is  possible  for  me  to  furnish,  never  having  kept  any  record  or  memo- 
randam  of  our  residence  among  the  rebels.     God  knows  I  shall  never  forget  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  BROWN, 
Acting  Master's  McUe,  U.  S.  2V.,  No,  606  South  Front  street. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Statement  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  B»  Ellis,  relative  to  rebel 

treatment, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience,  to  your  order  of  October  28,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  my  treatment  whilst  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Owing  to  sickness  during  my  imprisonment,  I  kept  no  memoranda,  and  there- 
fore shall  have  to  trust  to  my  memory  for  the  following  statement : 

I  was  captured  February  2,  1864,  off  Newbem,  North  Carolina,  and  marched 
to  Kingston,  a  distance  of  forty  miles,  and  thence  was  conveyed  by  rail  to  Rich- 
mond, via  Goldsboro*,  Weldon,  and  Petersburg.  Our  guard  from  Newbem  to 
Kingston  consisted  of  cavalry,  and  during  the  march  we  were  allowed  occasion- 
ally to  ride  a  short  distance,  while  the  guard,  who  were  tired  of  riding,  walked. 

The  rations  consisted  of  corn-bread  and  bacon ;  of  this  I  had  nu  cause  of 
complaint. 

On  arriving  at  Richmond  we  were  taken  to  Libby  prison,  and  kept  there  three 
and  a  half  (3^)  months.  The  rations  during  this  time  were  very  poor,  and  con- 
sisted of  a  piece  of  corn-bread  about  (3)  three  inches  square  once  a  day,  one 
half  (^)  gill  of  peas  and  rice,  alternately  every  other  day,  and  fresh  meat  four 
times  a  week.  The  ration  of  meat  was  withdrawn  for  six  (6)  weeks,  on  ac- 
count of  the  most  of  the  officers  receiving  provisions  from  the  north,  and 
it  actually  became  necessary  for  myself  and  others,  who  received  no  boxes, 
to  beg  food  from  our  more  fortunate  comrades,  to  sustain  life.  Complaint  hav- 
ing been  made  to  the  rebel  secretaiy  of  war,  two  rations  of  com-bniad  were 
served  out  to  us  during  the  remainder  of  our  confinement,  but  the  meat 
ration  was  still  withheld.  The  quality  of  the  meat  was  very  po6r.  In 
some  instances  the  prisoners  refused  to  eat  it,  owing  to  its  character.  The 
peas  were  full  of  worms  and  unfit  to  eat,  but  hunger  compelled  us  to  eat  them. 

The  rice  was  of  tolerable  good  quality.  Cabbage  and  potatoes  were  served 
out  three  or  four  times  during  my  stay  in  this  prison,  and  this  is  the  only  place 
that  I  received  vegetables  during  my  imprisonment ;  the  other  rations,  with  the 
exception  of  corn-bread,  was  withheld  these  days.  The  money  sent  us  at 
Richmond  by  our  friends  from  the  north  was  withheld  until  we  returned  to 
Richmond  for  exchange,  and  therefore  was  of  little  benefit.  Libby  prison 
afforded  us  good  shelter  overhead ;  the  windows,  however,  had  no  sash  and  were 
entirely  open,  with  the  exception  of  iron  bars.  No  one  was  allowed  to  look  out 
of  the  windows  under  penalty  of  being  shot.  One  person  was  killed  by  the 
guard  while  sitting  at  least  six  feet  from  the  window  reading.  Two  others  were 
slightly  wounded  in  the  head  while  looking  out  of  the  window. 

About  the  middle  of  May  all  prisoners  at  Libby  prison,  about  nine  hundred, 
(900,)  were  removed  to  Danville.  We  left  Richmond  so  suddenly  that,  by  order 
of  the  rebel  officer  in  charge  of  us,  we  were  compelled  to  leave  our  blanketSi 
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&c.,  behind,  which  was  a  great  source  of  inconvenience.  We  remained  at  Dan- 
ville two  weeks.  During  this  time  our  rations  consisted  of  corn-bread,  bacon, 
and  rice  soup  twice  a  day.     The  shelter  here  was  good. 

From  Danville  wo  were  sent  to  Macon,  Georgia.  During  this  tran importation 
I  suffered  a  great  deal  for  food  and  water,  no  rations  being  issued  to  us  for  two 
days.  I  also  suffered  much  from  sickness,  which  I  had  contracted  at  Libby 
prison,  and  was  crowded  into  a  box-car  containing  sixty-five  {65)  persons. 

We  arrived  at  Macon  about  the  last  of  May.  Here  1  was  placed  under  medi- 
cal treatment  in  a  building  for  three  or  four  days,  and  at  the  end  of  this  time, 
although  1  was  still  sick,  I  was  turned  out  into  a  pen,  containing  about  four  or 
five  acres  of  ground,  in  which  there  were  about  one  thousand  officers  confined. 
The  building  was  used  partly  as  a  hospital  and  partly  as  quarters  for  our  anny 
officers  of  rank — senior  to  captain.  It  was  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  pen, 
and  was  formerly  used  as  a  fair  building.  In  this  pen  there  was  no  shelter  at 
all,  and  I  was  compelled  to  dig  a  hole  under  the  house  and  burrow  myself  for 
protection  from  the  rain  and  intolerable  rays  of  the  sun.  In  this  situation  I 
remained,  until  driven  out  by  the  rain,  when  I  again  took  refuge  in  the  building 
and  determined  at  all  hazards  not  to  leave  it  until  some  shelter  was  erected. 
About  the  middle  of  July  lumber  was  furnished  the  prisoners,  and  they  built 
quarters  for  themselves  in  the  pen.  The  rations  here  consisted  of  bacon,  (about 
half  an  ounce  per  day,)  com  meal,  which  we  had  to  cook  ourselves,  peas,  rice, 
molasses,  salt,  and  vinegar ;  all  of  these  articles,  however,  were  not  furnished 
regularly.  Neither  fresh  meat  nor  vegetables  were  to  be  had  at  Macon,  and,  as 
a  consequence,  I  suffered  very  much  with  the  scurvy.  I  was  completely  cov- 
ered with  sores,  and  some  still  remain  on  my  person.  I  was  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital, but  as  my  rations  there  were  the  same  as  when  in  the  pen,  I  continued  to 
grow  worse  and  became  weaker  until  removed  to  Charleston.  My  general 
treatment  at  Macon  was  worse  than  at  any  other  place ;  medicines  were  very 
scarce,  and  not  served  out  regularly  to  the  patients. 

On  my  arrival  at  Charleston,  about  the  middle  of  August,  I  was  sent  to  the 
"  Prisoners*  Hospital.*'  The  treatment  here  was  much  better  than  at  Macon. 
Vegetable  soup  was  issued  to  the  patients  every  day.  Being  under  good  care, 
and  allowed  to  receive  money  from  my  brother,  in  the  fleet  off  Charleston,  I 
gradually  got  better.  We  were  also  allowed  to  purchase  any  necessaries  of  life 
from  the  sutler  attached  to  the  prison.  While  in  Charleston  I  was  confined  in 
the  workhouse  and  in  tents  in  the  jail  yard.  Rations  were  issued  for  ten  days, 
and  consisted  of  fresh  meat  six  days,  bacon  three  days,  lard  one  day,  flour 
five  days,  meal  five  days,  peas,  rice,  grist,  salt,  vinegar,  and  molasses.  These 
rations,  however,  were  gradually  reduced  until  they  amounted  to  less  than  half 
of  the  original  quantity.  The  quality  was  much  better  than  1  received  any- 
where el.>*e.  The  **  Workhouse  prison"  and  **  jail  yard**  were  both  under  fire 
of  our  guns  on  Morris  island.  The  projectiles  sometimes  could  be  heard  pass- 
ing close  to  the  prisons,  but  fortunately  none  struck  them,  though  pieces  of 
shell  have  fallen  on  the  buildings  and  in  the  yards. 

On  the  1st  of  October  I  left  Charleston  with  other  naval  prisoners,  and 
arrived  in  Richmond  on  the  night  of  the  4th.  On  the  5th  I  was  paroled  and 
sent  to  Libby  prison,  and  remained  there  until  the  18th,  when  I  was  sent  to 
Varina  for  exchange.  On  the  same  day  I  was  transferred  to  the  flag-of-truce 
steamer  City  of  New  York,  and  airived  at  Annapolis  October  20,  1864. 

]\Iy  general  treatment  during  the  time  I  was  a  prisoner  was  such  as  a  con- 
vict might  expect  to  receive  in  a  felon's  cell.  I  would  state  that  I  have  not 
had  a  knife  or  fork  in  my  hand,  nor  have  I  slept  on  a  bed,  for  nine  consecntive 
months  ;  and  when  suffering  with  scurvy  was  treated  with  as  little  consideration 
as  if  I  had  been  robust  and  healthy.     1  would  also  state  that  the  sores  on  my 
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leg8  are  still  unhealed,  and  will  require  probably  a  few  weeks  to  recruit,  when 
I  respectfully  ask  to  be  sent  to  a  duty  where  I  may  be  useful  to  my  country. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

SAMUEL  B.  ELLIS. 
Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer,  U,  S.  Nary. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary/  of  the  Aary. 


Statement  of  fifteen  petty  officers  and  seamen  concerning  their  treatment  in  rebel 

prisons. 

Navy  Yard,  Washington, 
Commandant**  Office,  November  1,  1864. 

SiB:  I  forward  herewith  the  general  statement  of  the  returned  petty  officers 
and  seamen  who  have  been  imprisoned  in  the  south,  of  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  treated  whilst  prisonerj*,  as  ordered  by  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo. 
One  enclosure. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser^'ant, 

J.  B.  MONTGOMERY, 

Commandant, 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

ISecrelary  of  the  Nary, 


Statement  of  fifteen  petty  officers  and  seamen — paroled  men — who  ivere  captured 
at  Fort  iSinnter^  September  0,  1863,  in  the  night  attach. 

United  States  Navy  Yard, 

Washington,  October  31,  1864. 

After  our  capture  we  were  ])ut  in  the  Charleston  city  prison,  where  we  re- 
mained four  davH,  our  food  while  there  was  one  table-spoonful  of  mnsh  each 
day,  and  at  ni^ht  we  had  nothing  to  lie  on.  From  Charleston  we  w(Te  sent  to 
Columbus,  S.  C;  during  our  journey  we  received  nothing  to  eat,  and  here  we 
were  placed  in  tl»e  city  barracks,  wooden  sheds.  Wo  were  kept  here  two 
months  ;  our  treatment  was  t<>lerably  good,  plenty  to  eat  ;  our  food  was  com 
meal,  rice  and  beef  After  we  left  Cohinibia  we  were  sent  to  Pemberton  prii*on, 
Richmond.  Here  we  received  a  ration  of  oi>e-half  loaf  of  corn-bread  (one-half 
pound  weight)  and  three  ounces  frenh  meat;  we  were  here  from  the  17th  of 
Novenil»er,  1S6*^  until  the  22(\  of  February,  1864.  We  were  then  sent  to  An- 
derson ville,  (ieorgia,  seventy-live  or  eighty  being  placed  in  each  catth*  car, 
some  of  us  were  in  open  cars;  and  the  weather  was  very  cold  during  the  time; 
when  we  arrived  tliere  we  were  placed  in  the  stockade  or  cattle  p(*n,  with  a 
fence  eighteen  feet  high  ;  we  were  here  witliout  any  covering.  The  stockade 
comprised  about  sixteen  acres,  nearly  one-half  of  which  wjis  a  swamp  ;  we  had 
to  use  the  swamp  water  for  drink.  Our  ration  was  on(;  pint  corn  mcfal  and  one- 
third  of  a  pound  <»f  meat  each  day.  We  had  no  means  of  cooking  our  food, 
most  of  th(»  time ;  when  we  had  no  other  means  we  would  make  a  kind  of  gruel 
with  the  meal  aud  eat  our  meat  raw.  On  the  inside  of  the  stockade  we  had 
what  was  called  a  dvixd  line,  twenty  feet  wide,  and  we  were  shot  at  if  we  off(;red 
to  pass  ^aid  line.  In  the  month  of  August  there  was  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  lifty  that  died  daily.  We  remained  here  about  seven  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  tim.^  part  of  us  were  sent  to  Savannah  aud  part  to  Itichmond 
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again.    In  Savannah  we  were  again  placed  in  an  open  pen ;  our  rations  here  were 
the  same  as  at  Andersonville  with  the  addition  of  two  spoonsful  of  molasses. 

The  Richmond  partj  were  nine  days  on  the  road,  and  had  but  one  ration  to 
eat  during  the  whole  of  the  time.  We  were  placed  in  the  Libbj  prison. 
There  were  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  of  us  together.  On  the  road 
to  Richmond  two  or  three  died  from  starvation.  From  Richmond  we  were  sent 
down  the  river  to  be  exchanged. 

We  forgot  to  mention  about  the  dead,  when  in  the  stockade  at  Andersonville, 
during  the  latter  part  of  our  stay;  when  a  man  would  die  we  would  bury  him 
just  where  he  fell.  Stripped  of  all  clothing,  without  coffins,  boxes  or  anything, 
sometimes  hundreds  were  placed  in  the  same  ditch. 

We  were  chained  and  made  to  drag  heavy  balls,  sometimes  for  two  or  three 
weeks  at  a  time,  for  the  slightest  offences,  and  if  we  attempted  to  desert  were 
hunted  with  blood-hounds ;  some  of  our  men  were  brought  back,  torn  in  pieces 
by  these  hounds. 

ALEXANDER  CLARK, 

Carpenter^s  Mate, 
WILLIAM  SIMMS, 

Boatswain's  Mate. 
CHARLES  HILYARD, 

Boatswain's  Mate. 
WILLIAM  WARREN, 

Captain  of  Top. 
F.  SEEDSMAN, 

Quarter-gunner. 
DAMON  SHULTZ, 

Cockswain. 
JOHN  BROWN,  Cockswain. 
JAMES  MONROE, 

Cockswain. 
THOMAS  SIMPSON, 

Seaman. 
N.  K.  SYDAM,  Seaman. 
WILLIAM  MACK,  Seaman. 
JOHN  GREEN.  Seaman. 
ERNEST  BALLHEINER, 

Seaman. 
JAMES  BLAKE,  Seaman. 
FRANCIS  GARLIN, 

Seaman. 


Statement  of  twelve  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  were  captured  on  the  United 
Slates  steamer  Water  Witch  on  the  3d  of  June ^  1864. 

We  were  sent  to  Andersonville,  Georgia,  and  placed  in  the  stockades  \  we 
were  four  days  on  the  road  ;  our  ration  was  two  rice  biscuits  and  about  a  quarter 
pound  of  meat  for  the  whole  trip.  We  were  in  irons,  a  white  man  and  a  black 
man  cliained  together.  When  we  were  marched  through  the  cities  we  were 
hissed  and  cursed  at  with  cries  of  **  Kill  the  damn  negroes,"  &c. 

The  stockade  comprised  fifteen  acres  or  more,  which  was  about  one-half 
swamp  ;  we  were  made  to  drink  this  swamp  water.  Our  ration  was  about  one 
pint  of  corn  meal,  with  about  two  or  three  ounces  of  pork.  We  were  the  meet 
of  the  time  in  the  new  stockade,  and  managed  to  get  a  little  wood  occasioQanj 
to  cook  our  rations  with.     We  had  a  deadline  on  the  inside  of  the  pen»  and  tM 
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laid  line.  '\\\-  liiivt!  kiiow-n  iiiE'buices 
■eg  the  guard  in  hIi.ioi  liiem.  When 
lard  was  gfiuitcd  twenty  Aay'a  leave 
>riS0D   to  I[i,;lirnoiid,  wLere  we  ww6 

WILLIAM  FHXNAR. 

Ma»lcr-al-arm*. 
FKAKCIS  JOHNSON. 

Bontfivitin'i  Mate. 

John  pahker, 

Gunner' t  Mate. 
WILLIAM  I'KICE. 

Sniling-fttaslcr't  Mate. 
HENRY  HILL, 

QuaTtcrmatter. 
JOHN  HAEltlS 

i^uarteT-t;vnnrr. 
HENBV  THdltNTON, 

OiptniH  of  Forecattle. 
JOSEl'II  SL\,Si»N. 

Ctii'toin  f>f'  After  Guard. 
JOHN  WILLIAMS, 

Caj/tam  of  After  Guard, 
JARVIS  HAZKLTON. 

dorkauain. 
CHARLES  FARMKU, 

Wardroom  Sictfard. 
JAMES  MURRAY, 

Seaman. 


il'-i  simmer  •^iivllfdd,  rajiturel  at 

itt,  Ajn-il  20.  1^(34. 

ted  iu  llic  fongoiiig  testimony  aa  to 

IGSWORTII,  OnlUanj  Seaman. 

■A  on  St.  Jofl.'ph'fl  river,  aleo  corrob- 


KMETH.  g«/, 
U'K  KELLY,  C'>„f-/.t<,rer. 
E1!NAY,  Stcond-eUni  Fireman. 

captured  al  the  mimtli  of  Rod  river. 

,  and  from  llioiice  to  Andereonvillo, 
'lit  the  ><iimc  lis  ill  till-  rnr<'griiiigU>8ti- 
IVoiii  Mtibile  to  AiiilcrBonvilie;  some 

tLES  GOHDOK,  q«arttnHa,Ur. 

iself,  raptured  at  various  tioies,  were 
Ihe  same  as  tLe  foregoing. 


ces  ^B 
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It  would  fill  a  large  volume  if  we  should  mention  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  these  men  had  to  undergo.  Speaking  of  obtaining  fuel,  the  most  of 
the  time  it  was  bought  by  taking  out  a  dead  man.  For  every  man  that  was 
carried  out  the  rebels  would  give  one  stick  of  wood.  By  these  means  fuel  was 
mostly  obtained  to  do  what  little  cooking  there  was  done. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  V.  MORRIS, 
Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

SAMUEL  CROSS, 
Chief  Clerk  of  Yard, 
Commodore  JoH\  B.  Montgomery,  Commandant, 


Acting  Engineer  J,  P.  Cooper* s  treatment  in  rebel  prisons, 

MooRESTowN,  Blrlingtox  Cc,  N.  J., 

November  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  October  28  is  received. 

I  was  confined  first  in  the  barracks  at  Savannah,  in  the  cells.  The  rations 
consisted  of  two  small  pieces  of  corn-bread  a  day.  From  there  I  was  taken  to 
Macon,  and  confined  in  the  stockade,  without  shelter,  for  two  weeks.  The  ra- 
tions consisted  of  three  pints  of  Indian  meal,  one-half  pound  bacon,  one-half 
pint  beans,  four  table-spoonsful  of  rice,  two  table-spoonsful  of  salt,  one-half 
pint  molasses  every  four  days.  From  there  I  was  taken  to  Savannah  stockade. 
There  we  were  furnished  with  a  tent  for  every  six  officers.  Rations  consisted 
of  meal,  rice,  fresh  meat,  and  salt  in  abundance. 

We  left  Savannah,  September  13,  for  Charleston,  and  was  confined  in  the 
city  prison  yard  seventeen  days,  without  shelter.  Rations  consisted  of  one  pint 
flour,  four  pints  meal,  one-half  pint  molasses,  two  pints  rice,  for  ten  days,  a 
small  piece  of  meat  each  day.  They  never  gave  us  anything  to  cook  our  bread 
or  meat  in  during  our  confinement  in  Charleston.  From  there  we  were  sent  to 
Richmond,  a  journey  of  four  days,  and  was  furnished  with  one  ration.  In  Libby 
prison  we  were  furnished  a  small  piece  of  corn-bread  and  meat  for  breakfast, 
and  the  same  amount  of  bread  for  supper,  with  one-half  pint  bean  soup ;  no 
meat.  I  was  sick  in  Libby  with  chills,  from  exposure.  I  had  no  blanket,  the 
prison  being  open ;  no  windows  being  to  the  prison,  and  no  fires.  The  doctor 
prescribed  for  me  several  days,  but  never  furnished  me  with  any  medicine,  saying 
that  he  had  not  time  to  send  any  medicine  up  to  me.  So  I  came  home  with 
the  chills  and  fever  for  the  want  of  medicine. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  COOPER, 
Acting  Engineer t  U,  b,  N, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Treatment  of  Third  Assistant  Engineer  George  A,  Dean, 

Frederick  City,  Md.,  November  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  order  of  the  29th  ultimo  has  just  been  handed  me,  and  I  would 
respectfully  make  the  following  statement : 

My  treatment  during  my  imprisonment  was  varied,  having  been  confined  al  A 
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Oq  the  &th  of  Aupiit  I  wu  ttartol 
■  miiiD^  ftn  iLe  vnyap.  v«n>  weiy abort. 
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nothing  bat  rice  fur  »x  dajnt  Oa  ibe 
uaond.  iuriving  on  tb«  evtuii^  of  3d  uf 
;hal  time,  aud  thki  c<mb[n>««(1  of  ramaJdr 
imbia.  South  Cartiliun.  At  RkbtonBcL 
e  a.  ID.  ibey  n-onKl  iMae  a  small  plam 
e^pond.  At  thrtv  gi.  tn.  a  lik«  {iieca  of 
lup  was  issued.  !  wjs  lrr«ird,  ffcnsN 
CO uc 1 11^ ion,  I  would  tUtv  th.tt  I  do  luit 

tC  lUlHIIS. 

.iicu  sorvallt. 

CKOUliK  A.  DEAX, 
Thiiil  AfiitfiiHl  Emgmetr,  L'.  S.  .V. 


rt  -1/.  Cfiirl-  in  southern  pritont. 
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'}■■ 

M.  (ii'orgiti,  arriving  [Iirro  on  tho  SSd, 
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and  put  in  a  common  stockade,  without  shelter  of  any  kind.     The  rations  were 
the  8amc  as  at  Mobile. 

On  the  :26th  I  was  sent  to  Richmond,  in  company  with  two  hundred  United 
States  soldiers.  While  on  my  way  there  I  was  without  food  for  two  days,  and 
crowded  into  freight  and  cattle  cars,  some  of  the  time  there  was  not  room  to  sit 
down. 

On  the  29th  I  arrived  at  Richmond,  and  was  sent  to  Libby  prison ;  the  treat- 
ment there  was  of  the  worst  kind,  the  officials  of  the  prison  doiug  all  they 
could  to  make  us  miserable.  Our  rations  were  of  the  poorest  kind,  and  scarcely 
sufficient  to  sustain  life.  Some  of  the  time  we  had  aoout  two  ounces  of  meat, 
eight  ounces  of  com-  bread,  and  a  small  spoonful  of  nee  per  day,  and  very  often 
nothing  but  the  eight  ounces  of  corn-bread.  There  were  no  blankets  or  covering 
furnished  us  by  tJbe  rebels.  Most  of  the  windows  were  without  glass,  and  the 
prison  was  very  cold.  We  were  obliged  to  cook  our  rations  of  meat  and  rice 
when  we  could  get  wood,  the  supply  of  which  was  very  shojt;  if  we  approached 
the  windows  to  look  out,  we  were  liable  to  be  shot  by  the  guard  stationed 
around  the  prison. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1864, 1  was  sent,  in  company  with  the  officers  confined 
in  Libby  prison,  to  Danville,  Virginia,  arriving  tnere  on  the  9th.  Our  rations 
there  consisted  of  corn-bread,  meat,  and  rice  in  sufficient  quantity.  We  were 
crowded  into  a  small  building.  I  had  the  curiosity  to  measure  the  room  where 
two  hundred  and  twenty-one  of  our  officers  were  confined,  which  was  seventy- 
two  feet  long,  and  thirty-eight  feet  wide. 

On  the  9th  we  were  sent  to  Macon,  Georgia,  and  put  in  a  stockade  without 
shelter,  with  the  exception  of  two  small  buildings.  After  remaining  without 
shelter  for  a  few  days,  the  rebels  furnished  us  with  materials  to  build  barracks, 
which  were  only  roofed ;  the  space  allotted  to  each  officer  was  two  feet  wide 
and  six  long.  Our  rations  there  were  of  the  poorest  kind ;  they  issued  us  five 
days'  rations  at  a  time;  it  consisted  of  seven  pints  of  com  meal,  one  pound  of 
bacon,  one-half  pint  of  molasses,  beans  and  rice. 

About  the  2d  of  August,  1864, 1  was  sent  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and 
confined  in  the  jail  yard,  and  without  any  shelter  from  the  heat  and  storms.  Our 
rations  were  very  small — some  days  we  would  have  only  a  half  pint  of  cracked 
rice,  other  days  a  small  piece  of  bacon.  After  remaining  in  the  jnil  yard  for 
seventeen  days,  I  was  removed  to  Eoper's  hospital,  which  afforded  us  shelter. 
All  the  time  I  was  confined  in  Charleston  I  was  under  fire  from  our  batteries 
on  Morris  island. 

On  the  30th  of  September  I  was  sent  to  Richmond,  and  arrived  inside  oar 
Imes  on  the  18th  of  October,  1864. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  M.  CLARK, 
Acting  Ensign,  United  States  Navy,  . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Treatment  of  Acting  Master's  Mate   Wm.  B.  Spencer. 

South  Reading,  Massachusetts, 

November  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  the  Navy  Department,  dated  October 
29,  (only  received  this  day,)  to  furnish  the  department  with  a  statement  of  my 
treatment  while  prisoner  of  war,  also  as  regards  shelter  and  food,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  from  my  capture  to  release — five  montha— I  had  &vorable 
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tcepting  iu  tho  ehort  time  I  was  at 
>  there  I,  as  well  as  mj  companiane, 
JacOD,  Savaiiiinb,  or  Cbarlcston.  As 
ration  served  out  to  mo,  nnd  I  was, 
B  ntpnsila,  cBpeciftlly  after  having  been 
]ler  I  was  always  provided  witb,  ex- 
^r  tbat  time,  materials  were  provided 
liad  tents;  at  Obarlestoo,  about  tbrce 
Meep  iu  tbe  open  jail  jard,  exposed  to 
daytime  in  a  breeze  were  completely 
Vnfined  iu  the  Libby  priaon. 
eve  as  mucli  food  was  given  to  us  as 
was  given  to  tlieir  own  men ;  their 
hole;  and  that  shelter  was  fui-nialied 

approval,  I  remain,  sir,  very  respect- 

WILLIAM  B.  SPENCER, 
lasUtr'a  Mate,  Uktted  Statet  Navg. 


■t  Engineer  haac  Johttan. 

Bbooklyn  Navy  Takd, 

November  17,  1864. 
'  tbe  29lb  ultimo,  1  liave  the  honor  to 
f  to  tbe  treatment  I   received  while 

after  being  captured,  I  was  lodged  in 
le  months,  after  which  transferred  to 
e  without  shelter  of  any  kind  ^r  two 
iber,  out  of  which  the  prisouerB  built 

for  three  mouths.     From  Macon  we 

ced  into  a  stockade,  and  witli  a  few 

In  this  condition  wo  remained  six 

Charleston,  SoutJi  Carolina,  and  con- 

witbnut  shelter  of  any  kind  for  aeven- 

and  returned  to  Richmond,  Virginia, 
e  were  allowed  to  pass  through  tho 
f  rebel  officers,  Savannah  is  the  only 
if  courtesy,  and  iu  fact  tho  only  place 
var.  At  all  other  places  they  treated 
incr,  ecpeeially  in  Ilielimond.  I  was 
.ys  without  a  ration  of  fresh  meat,  and 
nd. 
rations  which  they  were  supposed  or 

time  received  it,  nnd  pomelimes  not 
1  to  issue  daily,  one-half  pound  com- 
'  pint  bcon  soup;  at  Macon,  one  and  a 
bacon,  one-half  ounce  rice,  throe-tenths 
It  of  molasses;  nt  Savannah  we  did 
I  com  meal,  one  pound  fresh  beef,  one 
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onnce  salt,  one-fourth  gill  yin^ar;  at  Charleston,  one -half  pound  breadstuff,  one- 
half  pound  fresh  beef,  one-fourth  pound  beans,  one-half  gill  molasses,  one-fourth 
ounce  salt. 

The  above  statement  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  sir,  verj  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  JOHNSON, 
*  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  S.  N. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Treatment  of  Acting  Ensign  George  W,  Smith. 

Brooklyn  Navy  Yard, 

November  19,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  28th  of  October,  (they  being  just  re- 
ceived,) I  make  the  following  statement: 

Myself,  including  three  officers  and  twenty-two  men,  were  captured  on  the  7th 
of  January  last  while  on  duty,  partially  stripped  of  our  clothing  and  valuables, 
and  marched  five  miles  to  their  camp  and  placed  in  a  deserted  negro  hut  over 
night,  without  food  or  fire.  The  next  day  (8th)  we  were  sent  to  Georgetown, 
S.  C.  There  we  received  our  first  confederate  rations,  consisting  of  two  hard 
biscuits.  We  remained  there  for  two  days,  and  then  started  on  a  march  for 
Kingstree,  S.  C,  distant  forty-eight  miles,  arriving  there  on  the  12th  of  January. 

We  then  took  the  cars  for  Charleston,  S.  C,  arriving  there  at  1  a.  m.  on  the 
13th  of  January.  We  were  then  placed  in  the  jail  designed  for  murderers  and 
felons — said  jail  being  under  fire  from  our  batteries  on  Morris  island.  There  I 
was  separated  from  my  men,  they  being  confined  in  a  portion  of  the  jail  called 
the  tower;  myself  and  other  officers  were  placed  in  a  cell  20  by  15  feet,  without 
blanket  and  necessary  clothing.  Our  ration  consisted  of  one-half  pound  of 
corn-mush  and  two  ounces  of  bacon  per  day.  We  remained  in  that  cell,  with- 
out once  leaving  it,  from  January  13,  1864,  up  to  May  16,  1864,  and  wer€  oc- 
casftnally  visited  by  rebel  officers  and  subjected  to  the  most  insulting  language. 
Our  men,  though  daily  insulted,  kept  up  their  spirits,  but  starvation  soon  com- 
menced its  work,  and  the  first  victim  from  our  party  to  their  ruthless  barbarity 
died  the  16th  of  March. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1864,  we  were  removed  to  Macon,  6a.,  there  parting 
with  our  men,  they  going  to  Andersonville,  Ga. 

We  were  placed  in  the  stockade,  an  enclosure  of  four  acres,  in  company  with 
nine  hundred  army  officers.  We  had  no  shelter  from  the  weather;  some  few 
who  had  money  were  fortunate  in  getting  a  blanket,  and  with  that  constmcted 
rude  tents.  In  about  three  weeks,  after  constant  importuning,  they  fumiflhed 
each  officer  with  ten  feet  of  board,  and  with  it  we  constructed  sheds. 

The  ration  claimed  to  have  been  issued,  but  never  came  up  to  the  amount,  was 
as  follows,  viz :  Com  meal,  one  and  one-eighth  of  a  pound ;  bacon,  one-fonrth  of 
a  pound;  rice,  one-half  of  an  ounce;  salt,  three-tenths  of  an  ounce;  soft  soap, 
one-twentieth  of  an  ounce  ;  beans,  one  ounce ;  molasses,  one-half  of  a  gill,  m 
lieu  of  meat. 

We  remained  there  up  to  the  29th  of  July,  and  myself,  in  company  with  six 
hundred  officers,  were  removed  to  Charleston,  and  on  the  way  seven  of  us  naval 
officers  made  our  escape  from  the  cars,  and  after  travelling  for  four  days  we  were 
run  down  by  bloodhounds  within  four  miles  of  our  lines  at  Hilton  Head.  We 
were  taken  to  Charleston  jail  and  confined  in  the  yard  without  shelter,  our  ra- 
tion for  three  days  consisting  of  one  tea-spoonful  of  lard  and  one  oonee  of  riee. 
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capo  we  were  placed  in  a  fine  building 
e  ramc  ration  its  at  Macon, 
ival  priaonors,  including  myself,  were 
to  tbat  point  I  learned  that  all  of  our 
Qville,  anrl  that  they  died  from  etarva- 
3  of  Octflber,  and  were  confined  in  the 
Hding. 


Acting  Eniign,  V.  S.  N. 
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TLOr  TO  UELEASIC  UKBEL  PIUSONERS  OS  JOHNSON'S  ISLAND,  &c. 

United  States  Steamer  Michigan, 

Off  Johnson* s  Islandf  Se/Jember  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  linvo  the  honor  to  report  that  at  12  o'clock  on  tho  night  of  tbo  18th 
September  I  received  by  telcgratti  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hill,  commanding 
military  poist  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  information  that  a  plot  was  about  consnm- 
mated  to  seize  certain  vessels  on  the  lakes,  capture  this  ship,  and  release  the 
prisoners  on  Johnson's  island.  A  second  despatch,  dated  September  19,  from 
the  same  source,  informed  me  of  the  party  being  about  to  embark  from  different 
points  from  Canada  bv  rail  and  boat  to  co- operate  with  ringleaders  at  Sandusky, 
Ohio. 

I  accordingly  lost  no  time  in  sending  Ensign  James  Hunter  to  arrest  and 
bring  on  board  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cole,  who  had  been  known  in  and  aboat 
Sandusky  for  some  weeks,  and  who  on  reaching  the  ship,  by  investigation, 
implicated  one  Uobinson,  whom  I  also  caused  to  be  arrested  the  same  night; 
and  doubtless  by  whose  united  action  and  previously  arranged  signals  with  the 
captured  vessels,  Phil.  Parsons  and  Island  Queen,  (as  they  approached  Sandusky,) 
the  plot  was  to  have  been  developed.  The  failure  of  the  signals,  by  reason  of 
these  arrests,  prevented  the  pirates  from  making  their  appearance  during  the 
night  that  I  was  anxiously  expecting  them,  and  at  daylight  I  started  in  pursuit 
as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Detroit  river,  when  I  returned,  cruising  along  the  Ganadt 
shore,  touching  at  Kelly's  and  Boss  islands,  receiving  the  passengers  left  there 
by  the  captured  vessels.  Daily  developments  here  show  a  complicity  with 
certain  rebel  commissioners  in  Canada.  The  Michigan  came  to  her  auohonge 
off  Johnson's  ic«land  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  of  her  departurOi  and  it  10 
with  pride  and  pleasure  I  call  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the  promptneii 
and  vigilance  of  tho  officers  and  men  under  ray  command. 

I  would  inform  the  department  that  on  the  night  following  this  raidi  the  22d 
instant,  this  point  was  visited  by  a  severe  hurricane,  sweeping  in  its  violence 
the  roofs  off  the  long  prison  buildings,  levelling  picket-fences  on  each  side  of  the 
prison  yard,  and  felling  over  a  hundred  trees,  yet  inflicting  no  serious  iigory  to 
any  one. 

This  combined  agency  of  Providence  and  man  gave  the  prisoners  the  idea 
that  their  deliverers  had  come,  and  with  fright,  ana  this  impre8sion»  thej  took 
to  the  openings  occasioned  by  the  falling  fences,  and  contusion  might  have 
prevailed  but  for  the  promptness  and  vigilance  of  tho  forces  here.  This  ship 
rode  the  gale  with  slight  damage.  I  would  here  inform  tho  department  that 
there  is  at  all  times  danger  of  getting  aground  on  the  bar  obstructing  thepassage 
of  this  bay.  1  have  turned  the  prisoners  over,  as  directed,  to  Colonel  Hill. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants 

J.  0.  OABTEB, 
Commander,  United  States  Ifawy- 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy^  Washington^  D.  C, 
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CAPTURE  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  PLYMOUl'H,  N.  C. 
[Recciycd  too  late  for  insertion  in  its  proper  place  ] 

Report  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  D.  Porter, 

United  States  Flag-Ship  Malvern,  N.  A.  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads^  Fiz.,  November  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  Commander  W.  H.  Macomh 
in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  hatteries  and  town  of  Plymouth,  North  Carolina, 
which  place,  with  all  its  defences,  was  captured  from  our  land  forces  some  time 
last  spring. 

This  was  a  very  gallant  affair,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  commander  ot 
the  expedition  and  all  concerned.  It  is  a  handsome  finishing  stroke,  after  the 
blowing  np  of  the  ram. 

The  fmits  of  this  capture  are  twenty-two  cannon,  thirty -seven  prisoners,  two 
hundred  stand  of  arms,  and  more  being  picked  up  daily. 

The  flags  of  the  fort  and  of  the  Albemai'le,  and  a  lai'ge  amount  of  ammunition, 
were  also  taken.  ••••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  D.  C 


Report  of  Commander  W,  H.  Macomb, 

United  States  Steamer  Shamrock, 
Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  Novetnber  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  I  captured  the 
enemy's  batteries  at  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  and  the  ordnance  and  ordnance 
stores  at  that  place,  and  some  prisoners,  besides  a  quantity  of  provisions.  The 
following  Is  a  report  of  the  action : 

After  the  return  of  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  from  his  expedition  to  blow 
up  the  Albemarle  at  Plymouth,  I  determined  on  making  an  attack  on  the 
hatteries  defending  that  town.  Accordingly,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  the  vessels 
under  my  command  at  that  time  in  Albemarle  sound  got  under  way  at  about 
11.16  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  up  the  Roanoke  river  in  the  following  order :  Com- 
modore Hull,  Shamrock,  Chicopee,  Otsego,  Wyalusing,  and  Tacony,  the 
Valley  City  being  sent  at  the  same  time  up  the  Middle  river  (which  joined  the 
Roanoke,  above  Plymouth)  in  order  to  cut  off  any  vessels  or  supplies  the  rebels 
might  attempt  to  carry  out  in  that  direction. 

At  aboat  12  o'clock  m.  we  camo  within  rango  of  the  lower  batteries  pro- 
tecting the  town,  upon  which  we  opened  fire,  which  was  returned.  We  con- 
tinued to  advance  until  within  a  mile  of  the  works,  when  we  discovered  that 
the  channel  was  obstructed  at  a  point  opposite  the  batteries  by  two  schooners 
sunk,  one  on  each  side  of  the  wreck  of  the  Southfield,  which  together  formed  a 
barrier  that  could  only  have  been  passed  with  great  danger,  if  at  all.  I  therefore 
made  signal  to  return,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  vessels  ran  out  of 
the  rivv  ftt  2  p.  m.,  with  the  exception  of  the  Valley  City,  which  vessel  having 
heard  the  firing  commence  and  cease,  and  concluding  that  we  had  won  the  day, 
ran  down  the  Roanoke  river  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Plymouth,  where  she 
was  fired  on,  and  then  returned,  reaching  the  sound  at  about  10  p.  m.  On  the 
morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  having  been  informed  that  there   was  sufficient 
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water  in  the  Middle  river,  I  determined  to  blockade  tlie  enemy  at  Plymouth,  by 
going  up  that  river  and  gaining  the  Roanoke  above  the  town,  knowing  that  the 
rebels  had  no  more  vessels  to  sink  in  the  channel,  and  therefore  that  I  should 
have  only  the  batteries  to  contend  against,  should  I  advance  from  that  direction. 
I  got  under  way  in  the  Shamrock,  following  the  tug  Bazley,  Acting  Ensign 
M.  D.  Ames,  commanding,  having  Alfred  Everett,  the  pilot  of  the  Wyalusing, 
on  board,  and  followed  by  the  Otsego,  Wyalusing,  Tacony,  and  Commodore 
Hull,  in  the  order  in  which  their  names  arc  mentioned.  The  Chicopeo  and 
Valley  were  not  present,  the  former  having  been  sent  by  me  the  night  before  to 
Newbern  for  repairs,  and  the  latter  being  on  her  way  to  Hampton  Koads,  Va., 
with  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing  and  his  desp.atches ;  both  having  started  be- 
fore I  had  decided  on  ascending  the  Middle  river.  By  the  good  piloting  of  Mr. 
Everett,  the  vessels  got  safely  through  into  the  Roanoke  river,  at  about  4 
o'clock  p.  m.  I  left  the  Commodore  Hull  in  the  Middle  river,  to  prevent  tbo 
enemy  from  laying  torpedoes  there.  On  our  way  through  Middle  river  we 
fired,  by  compass  courses,  over  the  woods  at  Plymouth,  at  distances  varying 
from  2,640  to  1,700  yards,  and  I  have  since  learned  that  our  fire  at  that  time 
was  very  effective.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  we  arrived  in  the  Roan- 
oke, on  account  of  the  extreme  narrowness  and  sliort  curves  of  the  Middle 
river,  but,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  blockading  the  river,  or  putting  torpedoes 
in  the  channel,  I  dropped  to  within  short  range  of  the  100-pounder  Parrotts 
and  shelled  him  for  an  hour  or  so.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  3 let  ultimo, 
having  determined  on  attacking  the  batteries,  I  sent  a  tug  down  the  Middle 
river  for  the  Commodore  Hull  and  commenced  preparations  for  the  action. 

At  about  8  a.  m.  the  Commodore  Hull  arrived,  and  I  stationed  her  at  the 
head  of  the  line  as  before,  on  account  of  her  ability  to  fire  directly  ahead.  At 
about  9  a,  m.  the  United  States  steamer  Whitehead  came  up  the  Middle  river, 
having  on  board  stores  for  the  vessels  in  Albemarle  sound,  from  the  naval 
depot  at  Newbern.  As  her  100-pounder  Parrott  had  been  taken  out,  I  bad 
her  lashed  alongside  the  Tacony,  the  tug  Bazley  being  lashed  to  the  Sham- 
rock and  the  Belle  to  the  Otsego  (all  ou  the  port  side)  to  keep  the  vessels  in 
motion  in  case  their  engines  should  be  damagea.  We  also  had  toe  steam  blown 
off  the  starboard  boilers  of  all  the  double-enders,  the  fires  banked  very  low  be- 
neath them,  and  the  stop- valve  between  the  two  boilers  of  each  ship  closed  ;  so 
that  there  was  no  steam  in  the  starboard  boilers,  but  the  water  in  them  being 
warm,  it  could  be  got  up  in  a  short  time. 

At  9.30  a.  m.,  the  ships  being  in  line,  I  signalled  to  the  Commodore  Hull  to 
run  down  and  reconnoitre,  and  ascertain  if  the  channel  was  clear.  She  report- 
ed **  all  right,''  and  I  got  under  way,  signalling  the  other  vessels  to  follow  in 
close  order.  The  enemy  opened  on  us  as  soon  as  we  came  in  range,  and  kept 
up  a  constant  and  very  heavy  fire,  directed  prncipallv  at  the  Commodore  Hull 
and  the  Shamrock.  As  I  neared  the  batteries  I  gave  the  order, "  6o  ahead  fast," 
and  we  were  soon  directly  opposite  the  enemy's  guns,  when  he  was  driven  from  the 
rifle-pits  and  field-pieces  by  grape  and  canister  from  the  ships  which,  we  poured 
in  very  heavily.  The  batteries  still  held  out,  though  their  fire  be«in  to  be 
wild ;  but  as  the  Shamrock  passed  them,  one  of  her  shells  exploded  in  their 
magazine,  which  blew  up  with  great  force,  some  of  the  fragments  falling  on  our 
decks.  This  evidently  caused  a  panic  among  the  rebels,  for  from  that  time 
their  fire  slackened,  and  at  length  ceased  altogether. 

I  then  made  signal  to  cease  firing  and  to  land  and  take  possession  of  the  bat- 
teries, which  was  done  without  resistance.  A  party  from  this  ship  under  Lieu- 
tenant Duer  marched  into  the  lower  works,  (we  having  by  this  time  passed  by  the 
town  and  arrived  opposite  them,)  took  about  a  dozen  prisoners,  and  spiked  the 
guns  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  firing  on  the  vessels,  should  they  return  to 
their  batteries. 

It  gives  me  great  gratification  to  have  the  honor  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
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at  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  that  place  and 
its  defences  on  the  Slst  of  October,  1864. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-Admiral 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D,  C, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  H.  N,  T.  Arnold. 

United  States  Steamer  Otseqo, 

Of  Plymouth,  N.  C„  November  2,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  thia 
vessel  in  the  capture  of  Plymouth  from  the  29th  to  the  31st  instant,  inclusive : 

At  11  a.  m.  on  the  29th  instant  got  under  way  by  signals,  and  took  position 
in  line  of  battle,  and,  following  the  Shamrock  and  Ghicopee,  proceeded  up  the 
Roanoke  river  towards  Plymouth,  to  assist  in  the  attack  upon  that  place.  About 
11.30  a.  m.  the  enemy's  lower  battery  opened  fire  on  the  division,  which  we  re- 
turned as  well  as  the  position  of  the  leading  vessels  would  permit,  but  wiUi 
what  effect  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Obstructions  being  discovered  in  the  river,  and  torpedoes  suspected,  signal 
was  made  to  retire,  which  I  did,  in  company  with  the  other  vessels  of  the  di- 
vision, and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  river  about  2.15  a.  m. 

On  Sunday,  30th  instant,  got  under  way  by  signal,  in  company  with  the 
other  vessels  of  the  division,  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle,  following  the 
Shamrock  up  Middle  river,  to  assist  a^n  in  the  attack  upon  Plymouth,  and,  on 
reaching  a  point  about  2,600  yards  distant  from  that  place,  commenced  firing 
shot  and  shell,  by  cross-bearings  over  the  land,  into  the  town,  but  with  what 
effect  I  cannot  state,  continuing  it,  as  we  ascended  the  river,  at  intervals  until 
3  p.  m.,  when  we  ceased  firing,  and  at  4.30  anchored  in  Roanoke  river,  about 
two  miles  distant  from  Plymouth.  At  6.20  got  under  way,  in  company  with 
the  division,  and  took  position  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Plymouth,  and 
bombarded  the  town,  continuing  to  do  so,  with  no  reply  from  the  enemy,  until 
7.30,  when,  by  your  order,  we  fell  back  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  and 
anchored  for  the  night. 

On  Monday,  31st  instant,  at  7  a.  m.,  got  under  way,  in  company  with  the 
other  vessels  of  the  division,  having  the  tug  Belle  lashed  to  our  port  quarter, 
and  proceeded  down  the  Roanoke  river  to  the  attack,  and  at  11.30  opened  fire, 
at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  on  the  enemy's  works,  which  consisted  of  forts, 
rifle-pits,  &c.,  and  continued  firing  rapidly  and  effectively  until  12  25  p.  m., 
when,  by  signal,  we  ceased  firing,  the  enemy  having  abandoned  his  worlu  and 
retreated  with  the  greatest  precipitancy,  after  which  we  anchored  off  the  town. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  tnis  vessel  and  crew  escaped  uninjured,  the  enemy's 
projectiles  either  passing  over  us  or  falling  short. 

At  the  fourth  discharge  I  lost  the  services  of  a  100-poundcr  rifle  in  eonse 
quence  of  the  elevating  screw  bending,  and  of  a  20-pounder  rifle  on  account  of 
tne  bed  breaking.    Another  screw  was  substituted  for  the  former,  which  was 
broken  at  the  fifth  discharge,  thereby  rendering  the  gun  incapable  of  further 
service  during  the  action. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  cool  and  gallant  conduct  displayed 
by  the  officers,  sailors,  and  marines  during  the  fight. 

Acting  Master  T.  J.  Hargous,  of  the  Shamrock,  who  volunteered  to  act  as 
my  executive  officer,  was  of  the  greatest  service  to  me  during  the  engagement 
I  would  recommend  him  to  your  especial  notice. 

The  precaution  taken  by  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  O.  HtiUam 
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One  shot  struck  under  guard,  crushing  the  wood,  (15  by  4  inches,)  glanced, 
passed  through  iron  knee  of  outboard  bearing,  cutting  iron  rim  off  wheel  and 
injuring  some  of  the  paddle-boards. 

One  shot  struck  inside  on  port  quarter,  passed  through  side,  tearing  off  and 
bending  iron  plate  on  outside. 
Total  number  of  hits,  six. 
RespectfuUj  submitted. 

RUFUS  K.  DUER, 
Lieu!enant  and  Executive  Offirer, 
Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds, 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Earl  English. 

United  States  Steamer  Wyalusino, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C,  October  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  .1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  bj  this 
vessel  in  the  attack  on,  and  subsequent  capture  of,  Plymouth.  I  got  under 
way  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant ;  took  the  position  assigned  t^is  vessel 
in  line  of  battle,  and  proceeded  up  the  Roanoke,  in  company  with  the  fleet»  to 
within  a  short  distance  of  obstructions  across  the  river  abreast  of  the  Sonthfield. 
Finding  it  impossible  to  pass  them,  or  to  injure  the  enemy  at  that  distance,  after 
throwing  a  few  shell,  I  retired,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  and  anchored  off 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  At  12.10  p.  m.,  on  the  30th,  I  again  got  under  way  in 
company  with  the  fleet ;  stood  up  the  Middle  river,  and  when  abreast  of  the 
town  commenced  to  throw  shell  into  it,  over  the  woods,  which  I  continued  so 
doing  as  long  as  the  battery  could  be  brought  to  bear. 

At  5.20  p.  m.  anchored  in  line  in  the  Roanoke,  about  two  miles  above  the 
town.  At  11  a.  m.  of  the  31st,  in  obedience  to  general  signal  from  the  flag- 
ship, I  got  under  way ;  took  the  position  assigned  this  vessel  in  line,  and  pro- 
ceeded down  towards  the  enemy's  forts  defending  the  town.  We  opened  on 
the  batteries  as  they  came  within  range,  and  for  a  few  minutes  the  action  was 
most  spirited.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  nothing  could  long  stand  the  per- 
fect shower  that  was  being  poured  into  their  works. 

The  position  this  vessel  occupied  when  the  enemy  deserted  the  forts  com- 
manded the  main  road  leading  to  Washington ;  and  as  they  took  this  road  I  con- 
tinued to  shell  them,  in  hopes,  if  possible,  to  more  thoroughly  disorganize,  and 
force  them  to  throw  away  their  arms,  which  I  think  had  the  desired  effect,  from 
the  number  that  have  been  picked  up  since. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  were  no  casualties  of  any  kind  on  board. 
The  vessel  is  not  injured  in  any  manner,  and  is  in  as  good  fighting  condition  as 
when  she  entered  the  engagement.  The  boats  are  more  or  less  injnred  from 
the  concussion  of  our  own  guns. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  most  praiseworthy ;  and  where  all 
did  their  duty  I  cannot  specify  any  individually,  except  it  may  be  Acting  Mas- 
ter Hathaway  and  Acting  Ensign  Forret,  who  were  the  first  to  enter  Port  Wil- 
liams, one  of  their  strongest  works,  where  they  captured  three  prisoners  and 
planted  the  flag. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  refrain  from  mentioning  the  handsome  manner  in 
which  the  engine  was  worked,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  H.  H. 
Stewart,  through  the  whole  engagement,  and  likewise  on  the  aay  prtfrtem, 
while  passing  the  narrow  bends  in  Middle  river. 
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Enclosed  I  si'iid  the  gunner's  report  of  the  amount  of  ammunition  expended 
on  the  30th  and  3l8t  of  October. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

EARL  EJ^GLTSH, 

Lieutenant  Commander, 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


United  States  Stsamer  Wvalusixo, 

Off  Plymouth,  N,  C,  October  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  amount  of  ammunition 
expended  by  this  vessel  on  the  30th  and  31st  of  October,  during  the  shelling 
of  Plymouth : 

Expended  on  October  30. — 100-pounder  rifle :  forty-one  10-pound  charges, 
twenty  shell,  (percussion,)  twenty-one  shell,  (time  fuze.)  12-pounder  rifle:  ten 
shell,  (percussion,)  ten  1 -pound  charges ;  100  primers,  (percussion.) 

ExpcTided  on  October  31. — 100-pounder  rifle  :  fifty -nine  10-pound  charges, 
twenty-one  shell,  (percussion,)  thirty-nine  shell,  (time  fuze.)  9-inch  guns  :  one 
handred  and  eighteen  10-pound  charges,  forty-eight  shell,  twenty-two  shrapnell, 
twenty-eight  grape,  (stands,)  twenty  canister.  24-pound  howitzer :  twenty-seven 
shrapnell,  twenty  shell,  nine  canister.  12-pound  howitzer:  twenty-seven  shrap- 
nell,  nine  shell,  nine  canister.  12-pounder  rifle :  thirty  shell,  ^time  fuze,)  twenty 
shell,  (percussion ;)  400  primers,  (percussion,)  100  primers,  (friction.) 
Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  CARPENTER,  Acting  Gunner. 

Lieut.  Commander  Earl  English, 

ConCdg  U.  S,  Steamer  Wyalusing,  off  Plytnouth,  N.  C 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Cotnmanding  W,  T.  Truxtun. 

United  States  Steamer  Tacony, 

Plymouth,  N,  6'.,  November  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  signal  made  from  the  flag-ship  at 
10.35  a.  m.  on  the  31st  ultimo,  I  got  under  way  and  took  position  with  this 
vessel  in  line  of  battle  astern  of  the  Otsego,  (with  the  United  States  steamer 
Whitehead  lashed  to  our  port  quarter,)  being  the  fourth  vessel  in  line. 

Stood  slowly  down  the  Roanoke  river  till  11.30  a.  m.,  when  we  opened  on 
the  batteries  and  rifle-pits  surrounding  the  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  U.,  with 
our  starboard  batteiy,  which  consisted  of  two  11-inch,  three  9-inch  guns, 
two  12-pounders,  and  one  24-poundcr  howitzer ;  continued  heavily  engaged  till 
12.40  p.  m.,  when  we  ceased  firing  by  your  order. 

During  the  engagement  the  officers  manifested  the  most  commendable  zeal, 
while  the  crew  distinguished  themselves  by  a  display  of  coolness  which,  con- 
sidering the  fact  that  it  was  the  first  time  the  greater  proportion  of  them  had 
ever  been  under  fire,  was  truly  astonishing. 

I  am  happy  in  having  to  report  no  casualties — not  a  man  scratched.  I  beg 
leave  to  make  particular  mention  of  Acting  Master's  Mate  F.  W.  Worstell,  who, 
with  Martin  Howard,  landsman,  James  Tallentine,  quarter-gunner,  Robert 
Graham,  landsman,  Henry  Brutsche,  landsman,  landed  and  spiked  a  loaded 
9-inch  gun,  under  quite  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry. 

After  anchoring  abreast  the  wreck  of  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle,  Acting  Ensign 
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Randolph  Sommers  raised  and  destroyed  two  torpedoes.     I  also  have  on  board 
one  brass  field-piece,  and  three  copper  percussion  torpedoes. 

One  shell  cut  away  the  port  fore  topmast  backstay,  just  above  the  rail ;  and 
a  second,  a  20-pounder  Parrott,  passed  through  the  foremast,  about  twenty-five 
feet  above  the  deck ;  this,  with  some  shattering  of  the  starboard  boats,  caused  by 
the  explosion  of  one  of  our  guns,  constitutes  all  the  damage  done  to  the  ship. 
I  herewith  report  her,  in  all  respects,  ready  for  immediate  service. 
The  engineer's  department,  under  its  very  efficient  chief.  First  Assistant 
Engineer  Thomas  M.  Dukehart,  performed  its  duties  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner. 

In  conclusion,  I  deem  it  proper  to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice  Acting 
Master  Nathaniel  S.  Morgan,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  who  has  at  all 
times  so  ably  seconded  me  in  the  duties  of  my  command. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  gunner's  report  of  ammunition  expended. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  TRUXTUN, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 
Commander  W.  H,  Macomb, 

Comjnanding  Division  of  the  Sounds,  Plymouth,  N,  C. 


Unitrd  States  Stbambb  Tacony, 

Flymouth,  N,  C,  November  1,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  submit  a  statement  of  shot,  shell,  &c.»  ex- 
pended on  the  31st  ultimo,  during  the  engagement  before  Plymouth,  N.  C*  viz : 
Nineteen  5  second  11-inch  shell,  twelve  10-second  11-inch  shell,  three  15- 
second  11-inch  shell,  eleven  shrapnell,  11-inch,  eight  canister,  11-inch,  fourteen 
grape,  11-inch,  twenty-four  5-second  11-inch  shell,  twelve  10-second  11-incb 
shell,  five  shrapnell,  9 -inch,  thirteen  grape,  9-inch,  twelve  canister,  9-inch,  eight 
24-pounder  howitzer,  canister,  twenty-two  24-pounder  howitzer  shrapnell,  twenty- 
five  12-pound  howitzer  canister,  forty-nine  12-pounder  howitzer  shrapnell. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  CAMPBELL,  Ac:ing  Gunner. 
Lieut.  Commander  W.  T.  Tbuxtun, 

Com'dg  United  States  Steamer  Tacony^  Plymouth,  N,  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Francis  JosscJyn, 

Unitbd  States  Stbambb  Gommodobb  Hull, 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  1,  1864. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  opera- 
tions against  Plymouth,  from  the  29th  to  the  31st  of  October,  1864. 

On  Saturday,  the  29th  ultimo,  I  got  under  way  at  11.30  a.  m.  and  proceeded 
slowly  up  the  Roanoke  river  in  advance  of  the  fleet.  I  came  in  sight  of  the 
batteries  on  Bateman's  hill,  and  at  12.45  p.  m.  opened  flrc  on  them  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  one  mile.  The  enemy  replied  from  four  guns  of  heavy  calibre, 
and  kept  up  a  rapid  fire.  I  continuea  advancing  and  firing  from  my  aftiBr  pi^ot- 
gun,  the  only  one  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  battery,  until  lai^cow- 
ercd  obstructions  in  the  river,  just  below  the  battery,  which  were  impaasable  by 
the  fleet.  I  immediately  signalled  this  fact  to  you,  and  received  orders  tg  letiom 
and  assist  the  Shamrock  in  turning,  the  enemy  firing  until  out  of  range.    Dnring 
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the  time  I  was  abreast  of  Stewart's  bill  I  discovered  a  bodj  of  cavalry  and  in 
fantrj  in  the  woods  at  a  distance  of  about  six  hundred  yards,  which  I  dislodged 
by  opening  on  them  from  my  forward  pivot-gun  and  broadside  howitzers.  This 
vessel  was  not  struck  nor  injured  in  any  manner  by  the  enemy  on  this  day» 
though  manv  shot  and  shell  passed  over  and  very  near  her.  I  retired  in  com- 
pany with  tne  fleet,  and  came  to  anchor  at  my  old  position  off  the  mouth  of  the 
river  at  2.45  p.  m. 

On  Sunday,  the  30th  ultimo,  at  noon,  I  got  under  way,  in  obedience  to  your 
order,  following  the  Tacony  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet  up  the  Middle  river  to  a 
point  opposite  Plymouth.  Commenced  firing  on  the  town  from  my  two  pivot 
guns  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  at  an  elevation  of  twenty-six  hundred  and  forty 
yards,  and  continued  my  fire  at  short  intervals  until  I  arrived  at  the  upper  bend 
in  the  river,  when  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  return  to  the  Thoroughfare,  between 
the  Middle  and  Roanoke  rivers,  and  guard  that  point,  which  I  did  during  the 
night. 

On  Monday,  the  31st  ultimo,  the  tug  Belle  came  down  the  river,  with  orders 
for  me  to  proceed  to  the  Boanoke  river  and  report  to  you,  which  I  did,  and  was 
then  ordered  to  go  down  the  river  and  reconnoitre  the  obstructions. 

At  this  time  Acting  Master  6.  W.  Barrett  of  the  Whitehead  came  on  board 
to  assist  in  finding  the  passage,  which  duty  he  performed  by  going  ahead  of  the 
ship  in  a  small  boat,  and  dragging  for  torpedoes.  No  torpedoes  being  found, 
and  the  passage  between  the  pUes  being  open,  I  reported  the  same  to  the  flag- 
ship by  signal,  and  then  advanced,  followed  by  the  fleet.  As  soon  as  we  sight- 
ed the  batteries  above  the  town,  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  two  nine-inch 
guns  and  some  light  artillery,  which  was  replied  to  spuitedly  by  my  guns,  as 
soon  as  they  could  be  brought  to  bear.  I  then  went  ahead  at  full  speed,  re- 
ceiving and  returning  (he  enemy's  fire  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister.  When 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  a  heavy  musketry  fire  was 
poured  on  my  men  by  infantry  in  rifle-pits  and  houses,  which  I  answered  in  the 
same  manner.  This  fire,  though  severe,  did  no  damage,  as  the  vessel  is  well 
protected  by  iron  plating.  Before  passing  the  upper  battery,  a  shell  from  a 
nine-inch  gun  came  in  over  the  starboard  bow,  killing  one  man  and  wounding 
another  at  the  forward  gun,  passed  through  the  berth  deck  and  wardroom,  cut 
away  the  railing  around  the  after  hatch  and  killing  one  man,  mortally  wound- 
ing two,  and  three  slightly,  struck  the  after  pivot  gun-carriage,  where  it  lodged, 
disabline  it  for  a  time.  This  shell  fortunately  did  not  explode.  Another  shell 
passed  through  the  vessel,  raking  her  fore  and  aft,  but  without  doing  any  dam- 
age except  to  the  officer's  rooms.  A  third,  in  passing  over  the  hurricane  deck, 
cut  away  the  guard  brace  from  the  forward  king  post  on  the  port  side,  and 
knocked  out  the  bows  of  the  second  cutter  and  the  stern  of  the  dingey.  I  re- 
ceived no  injury  from  the  lower  fort,  although  obliged  to  anchor  for  a  time, 
when  in  range,  owing  to  a  derangement  of  the  rudder-chains,  which,  however, 
was  soon  remedied. 

Ceased  firing  at  12  o'clock  m.  The  upper  works  of  this  vessel  are  consider- 
ably shattered  by  shot,  and  her  frame  much  racked  by  the  constant  firing,  and 
by  the  explosion  of  a  magazine  on  shore,  which  blew  up  just  after  she  passed 
it.  The  decks  need  calking  badly.  I  have  already  forwarded  you  the  engi- 
neer's report  of  the  condition  of  the  boiler  and  machinery. 

The  carriage  of  the  after  pivot  gun  needs  to  be  replaced,  as  it  cannot  be  used 
to  any  great  extent  as  it  is. 

The  officers  and  crew  did  their  whole  duty,  and  the  guns  were  served  with 
great  rapidity  and  precision. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett,  of  the  Whitehead, 
'for  services  rendered ;  he  was  on  board  during  the  whole  engagement. 

I  would  particularly  mention  Acting  Master  John  O.  Johnson,  my  executive 
oficeri  ibr  his  bravery  and  coolness  under  fire.    The  powder  division  was  in 
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charge  of  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Jonathan  Ghapmaui  and  was  prompt  and 
efficient. 

Among  the  crew  I  respectfullj  call  to  your  notice  Patrick  Colbert,  cockswain, 
captain  of  the  forward  pivot  gun.  His  conduct  was  admirable,  and  though 
painfully  wounded  by  a  shell,  which  killed  a  man  at  his  side,  he  did  not  leave 
nis  post  until  the  end  of  the  action,  and  appeared  as  cool  as  if  at  mere  target 
practice. 

No  surgeon  being  on  board  the  ship,  I  enclose  the  report  of  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  George  Hopkins,  of  the  Tacony,  of  the  killed  and  wounded ;  also  report 
of  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

FRANCIS  JOSSELYN, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 
Commander  W.  H.  MacOiMB, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Casualties  on  the  Commodore  Hull. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  United 
States  gunboat  Commodore  Hull  during  the  engagement  at  Plymouth,  North 
Carolina,  October  31,  1864  : 

Killed. — Henry  Schroder,  landsman,  right  arm  shot  off;  Turner  Latham, 
landsman,  head  shot  off;  Hugh  McMarony,  cockswain,  shot  in  the  head;  John 
Swaddle,  landsman,  extensive  wound  of  thorax  and  right  arm. 

Wounded. — Patrick  Colbert,  cockswain,  slightly ;  John  Meadows,  Ecaman, 
slight ;  James  Laterwaite,  landsman,  left  knee,  serious. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  HOPKINS, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Commander  W.  II.  Macomb,  U.  S.N., 

Senior  officer  in  District  of  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett. 

Unitkd  States  Steamer  Whitehead, 
Of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  November  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  October 
I  left  Newbern  with  master's  and  engineer's  stores  on  board  for  the  naval  ves- 
sels in  Albemarle  sound. 

I  arrived  on  the  30th  instant,  at  6.30  p.,  m.  off  the  mouth  of  Roanoke  river, 
and  there  learned  that  the  fleet  had  proceeded  up  Middle  river.  It  being  then 
too  dark  to  find  the  channel,  I  came  to  anchor  for  the  night.  I  got  under  waj 
the  following  morning,  (31st,)  and  proceeded  up  the  Middle  river,  entering  the 
Roanoke  above  AVar  Neck  at  9.30  a.  m.,  whei*e  I  found  the  fleet  under  your  com- 
mand formed  in  line  of  battle. 

After  reporting,  I  proceeded,  by  your  request,  on  board  the  United  States 
steamer  Commodore  Hull,  for  the  purpose  of  piloting  the  fleet  through  the  ob- 
structions to  Plymouth,  and  remained  on  board  of  her  during  the  engagement 
with  the  enemy  at  this  place. 
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by  an  oar  in  the  bands  of  anotber  man,  immediately  after  the  surrender  of  tbo 
rebel  batteries ;  be  is  doing  well.     Total  wounded,  6. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

PHILIP  H.  BARTON, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon^  TL  S.  N. 
Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  U,  S.  Steamer  Shamrock, 


Complimentary  letter  to  Commander  W.  H,  Macomb. 

Navy  Dkpartmbnt,  November  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  bave  received  your  gratifying  report  of  tbe  Ist  instant,  announcing  the 
capture,  on  the  day  previous,  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  with 
its  batteries,  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  &c.,  by  a  portion  of  the  naval  force 
under  your  command. 

The  department  is  pleased  at  the  promptness  with  which  yon  availed  yourself 
of  the  advantages  offered  by  tbe  destruction  of  the  ram  Albemarle,  and  at  the 
gallantry  displayed  by  all  in  the  assault  and  capture  of  the  batteries  at  Fly- 
mouth.  The  affair  appears  to  have  been  executed  in  a  most  creditable  manner, 
and  tbe  department  improves  the  occasion  to  express  its  thanks  to  yourself  and 
the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  for  the  important  services  rendered 
on  the  occasion.  You  will  be  recommended  to  the  President  for  an  advancement 
of  ten  numbers  in  your  grade. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Senior  Officer  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


ADDITIONAL  REPORTS  CONCERNING  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE   RAM  ALBE- 
MARLE. 

[Received  too  late  for  insertion  in  their  proper  place] 
Letter  of  Rear- Admiral  D,  D.  Vorter^  transmitting  various  reportt. 

U.  S.  Flag-Ship  Malvbrn,  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received,  and  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you,  the  follow- 
ing papers  from  Commander  Macomb,  commanding  the  district  of  the  soands : 

A.  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  November  1,  1864,  reporting  the  sinking 
of  the  ram  Albemarle,  and  enclosing — 

B.  Copy  of  a  paper,  apparently  official,  addressed  "  Hon.  S.  B.  Mallonr, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,"  which  is  evidently  the  report  of  the  commander  of  the 
ram  to  his  chief; 

C.  Copy  of  a  letter  found  in  the  post  office  at  Plymouth  on  its  occapaUon 
by  the  federal  naval  forces ; 

D.  Report  of  a  survey  on  the  ram  Albemarle,  made  by  order  of  Commander 
Macomb,  and 

E.  A  drawing  of  the  ram,  showing  her  casemate  and  mode  of  platins. 

The  attack  of  Lieutenant  Cushing  was  evidently  a  surprise,  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  ram  complete  and  immediate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant, 

DAVID  D.  PORTER,  Rear-AdsmriU. 
Hon.  GiDKON  Welles, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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rd,  and  swam  down  the  river.  Hf  will 
lit  of  his  escape,  and  I  ehnll  therefore 
the  United  States  ateamer  Valley  Citjr 

Found  in  the  post  offien  at  Plymouth,  on 
sport  in  iny  No.  8,  anil  also  a  copy  of  a 
a  be  official,  both  of  which  give  aeeonntK 
the  mm  sunk  at  the  wharf  as  far  as  her 
lematea  entirely  off.     I  have  ordered  t, 

kinjr  the  cutter  with  him  waa  to  Innd  At 
ind,cnatinelnneethefiwteniug8of  thuram, 

iircventpd  from  doing,  but  the  cutter  cap- 
Soiithfield,  which  they  brought  off. 
luiiit  Cushinf;  and  K.  J.  Horlon,  ordinary 
ilv  jiersons  belonging  to  the  pany  that 
'  Jrowned.  1  have  a  private  lettw,  picked 
iveti  vii-Ti:  ciipLiired.     The  names  of  tho 

my  erimiriand,  are  as  fnllows  ; 
(iter,  Otsego;  Charles  L.  Steever,  aeting 
na  Ml  Uny,  niAting  miiater's  mnto,  Otse«o  j 
e,  Conmi'iiliire   ]£iill ;     Hernard    Ilaifey, 
aitb,  onlinnry  senmnn,  Chicopeci  Ilichura 

'dient  eervniit, 

W.  H.  MACOMD, 

iJinif  l)i.ifn(:r  "/the  Sounds,  A'.  A.  S. 

.uirt*  tliu  rolli'Winff  pcrxio*  u  cDniponlnff  th* 
nuiil  W.  It,  Cu*tiiitg,  (Mill tun n< ling  cxpMlttlon, 

,li,  I'irkiil  IhihI,  rulHHlne  ;  AelWi|{  'Ililnl  Awbl- 
t,  iiiiHtl'ie :  AcliuK  MH<t(!T'i  Utte  John  Wmd* 

iiHitir'i-  Mull'  'I'liomas  H  Otiy ,  Ot«e)io,  niluInK  : 
i.  llruvi't,  UiM-uu,  niiiiHiii|<i  Ai'Unit  Awlnluil 
IwNiit  J.  Hull.  n.  <jri(in»ry  (..■anwri,  Chkk"p.*i. 
,  Clitrl.nii.  ■-,   u-  'i-i':    Wm    SinUli,  uMiunrr 

lluu,  ""!  '      ■■.■        ■'   k.   mlmii;,(;   K    H, 

'iKi  ''"■■■ '     ■  ■  li-'«r.-miHi,  |ilfihpl 

'DiipiiM.h.  ,-    1.    "  '.I  I  ]r:Lv,' iwi,  na  hnviiiu 

m{Mi»-l.ir'-  Mill' Juhn  W.^nhiwo,  nn.lCiluiUcl 
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B. 

Captured  rebel  correspondence, 

Plymouth,  North  Carolina,  October  28»  1864. 

Sir  :  The  niglit  of  tlie  27th  instant,  a  dark  and  rainy  night,  I  had  the  watch 
on  board  doubled,  and  took  extra  precaution.  At  or  about  3  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  the  28th  the  officers  of  the  deck  discovered  a  small  boat  in  the  river,  hailed 
her,  received  an  unsatisfactory  answer,  rang  the  alarm-bell,  and  opened  fire  on 
her  with  the  watch.  The  officers  and  men  were  at  their  quarters  in  as  quick 
time  as  was  possible,  under  the  circumstances,  but  the  vessel  was  so  close  that 
we  could  not  bring  our  guns  to  bear,  and  the  shot  fired  from  the  after  gun 
loaded  with  grape,  failed  to  take  effect.  The  boat  running  obliquely  struck  us 
under  the  port  bow,  (running  over  the  boom,)  exploded  a  torpedo,  and  smashed 
a  large  hole  just  under  the  water-line ;  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  the  boat 
surrendered,  and  I  sent  Lieutenant  Roberts  to  take  charge  of  her.  Manned  the 
pumps,  and  ordered  to  fire  up  to  use  the  donkey  pumps ;  the  water  eained  on 
us  so  fast  that  all  our  exertions  were  fruitless,  and  the  vessel  went  aown  in  a 
few  minutes,  merely  leaving  her  shield  and  smoke-stack  out  of  water. 

In  justice  to  myself,  I  must  say  that  the  pickets  below  gave  no  notice  of  her 
approach,  and  the  artillery  which  was  stationed  by  the  vessel  for  a  protection 
gave  no  assistance,  manning  only  one  piece  at  too  late  a  time  to  be  of  any  service. 
Having  condensed  this  report  as  much  as  possible,  I  respectfuUv  request  a 
court,  to  establish  on  whose  shoulders  rests  the  loss  of  the  Albemarle. 

N.  B. — This  letter  was  not  signed,  but  appears  to  be  official ;  probably  the 
draught  of  the  report  of  Captain  Warley,  Confederate  States  navy, 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallorv, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


C. 

Copy  of  a  letter  found  in  the  post  office  at  Ply  mouthy  N,  C,  November  1,  1864. 

United  States  Steamer  Albemarle, 

Plymouth.  N  C,  October  29,  1864. 

Esteemed  Friend  :  I  received  your  kind,  interesting  epistle  of  the  20th 
instant,  finding  me  lingering  under  a  severe  attack  of  the  fever.  I  am  now  up 
and  about  again,  nearly  as  well  as  ever.  They  are  sending  out  expeditions 
every  now  and  then.  We  captured  a  Yankee  yawl-boat.  It  is  said  we  killed 
nearly  all  her  crew,  consisting  of  about  eight  men.  But  the  most  awfiil  thing  of 
all  (perhaps  you  will  hear  it  before  this  reaches  you)  is,  that  a  Yankee  torpedo 
boat  steamed  up  the  river  Thursday  night,  and  about  3  o'clock  Friday 
morning  she  run  into  the  Albemarle,  the  torpedo  bursting,  blowed  a  hole  in  her 
some  six  feet  long,  sinking  her  immediately.  She  is  now  lying  at  the  bottom 
of  the  Roanoke  river.  The  crew  lost  everything  they  had,  bed  clothing,  every- 
thing ;  some  lost  their  hat^,  shoes,  even  some  came  out  in  their  shirt  sleeves  and 
drawers,  barefooted.  We  are  in  an  awful  condition.  I  believe  they  are  going 
to  hold  the  place  to  the  bitter  end.  Captain  Warley  says  he  intends  to  fimt  as 
long  as  a  man  is  left,  (this  is  all  gas.)  I  never  did  witness  such  an  uproar  before 
in  my  life ;  troops  were  hurrying  to  and  fro,  expecting  every  minute  to  meet  in 
battle  dread.  But  fortunately  yet  there  has  been  no  attack,  though  thertf  is  no 
telling  how  soon  we  may  see  a  man-of-war  steaming  up  the  river,  belchine 
forth  fury  in  her  mad  caTe?r,  carrying  in  her  front  the  token  of  devaatation  and 
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of  one  of  ihe  fort*  in  ih*  rivw.     Too 
but  inform  you  tlutt  I  have  not  itc«{t««I 
-vice.     Ii  xiiU  nut  {irovolung  I     1  1m*« 
writing,  as  I  ow  etry  Mcrros*. 
etter  lo  Plymonili,  N.  C.  nre  of  C*p- 

iend. 


t  reM  r. 


u  AlbemarU, 


States  Stbambb  Wyawsiwi, 

OJPlymoMiA.  AVfwW  I,  1861. 
this  dttte,  n<'  li^vu  i-Ksuiinrd  tli«  hiv 
Mitfullv  8ul.:iiii  (!iu  fuUnwiiig  report: 
ding  dowii  Jiri.im,  ln-i-liiig  off  sliow  Kt 
he  cademiiLi.'  ■>ts  tUi'  jwrl  siJe  is  twiMitT- 
entire  top  nf  ilit-  l-u^ciuiiIi'  blowu  off; 
inpti.'toly  Jiaouuii<vtF<il, 


U'd  ih^it 


r  sht'  wiia  sunk  by  Lieuieuiuit  Ciuhing, 
J  dnmage  wag  done  liy  him,  il«r  txai*' 
ie  guild,  workifd  on  pivoia,  tiu  lu  to  Bee 
ese  guns  ie  partly  oat  of  wati'r,  tlie  other 


it. 


I,  80  that  is  itnpoeilile  to , 

nntfis  we  oiicWe  with  this  report. 


KT.  Cki,r Eneinftr. 

\.V.\\\\\'Y,  FirM  Aisiitani  EHgimen: 

ItfOX,  ^fcotid  AtiU/niiC  Engtnftr. 


nox  (»r  TIIK.  rtllAWSHEEN. 
■r'x  Mitr    W'm.   limhmorf. 

Nkw  V.>nK.  Sorrmber  19.  1861. 

I'liiiril  .<t  lie?  si.iniiicr  .Slinwi'hocn  luirlug 

■ihoi'ii,  imilrr  I'ommiiinl  of  Acting  Rniign 
ilvni  lit  |{l.;f«  ti.  m..  two  nulw  nbovo 
ler  iirdii-:"  fnnn  Aeiitig  Kpiir-Ailmiral  8. 
II  friii-cli  fill-  M\i\  rlfj-troy  lorpi'doc*  cup- 
.■I.  111. Ii.-,v.|  i.rt-  ilii>  f,;r.ii  ill  nix  foM  of 

S--I1I  :ill  liiint-  im  iliiiniT  pri'pnrntory  to 

Ai    11. 1 :i  (irid  l.intcry  nf  foar 

n-il/.'iv,  «i;li  l.iiir  I'.imiinnicd  of  JiifiinlrV, 
».ds  on  [|i.  ,'liri.  All  l.u>iil»  wore  called 
V  ciii'iiiy,  hill  llii-y  lirnvi'  iw  from  ihom. 
mill   nvriitv   riiilioiiirt,  wlun  till}  captHin 

»<>iilli  li^iiik.     1  ilicn  bHuked  the  Tbm|I 
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until  nearly  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  wlien  a  24-pounder  shot  pene- 
trated the  8team-drum  and  another  one  stmck  the  walking-beam  ;  most  of  the 
crew  then  jumped  overboard  to  escape  the  scalding  steam. 

The  captain  was  now  seen  swimming  toward  the  vessel,  wounded  in  the 
head.  He  hailed,  and  ordered  me  to  haul  down  the  ensign  and  to  hoist  a  white 
flag  on  the  walking-beam,  the  flagstaff  having  been  shot  away.  I  sent  a  boat 
for  him,  but  he  sank  before  it  could  arrive. 

The  enemy  fired  seven  shots  through  the  white  flag  before  they  ceased.  The 
vessel  was  now  aground,  completely  riddled  with  shot.  Eight  or  ten  of  the 
crew  now  jumped  overboard  and  attempted  to  escape  by  swimming  to  the  south 
bank ;  many  were  killed  in  the  water,  the  remainder,  including  four  officers  and 
twenty-one  men,  were  made  prisoners. 

The  rebels  now  came  on  board  and  set  fire  to  the  vessel.    The  officers  and 
crew  made  every  exertion  possible  to  save  the  vessel,  but  the  close  and  heavy 
firing  and  the  shallowness  of  the  water  rendered  all  our  attempts  fruitless. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  RU8HM0RE. 
Acting  Master's  Mate,  United  Stat^  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Encounter  toitk  rebel  iron-clad  Albemarle. — Complimentary  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy, 

[Omitted  in  its  proper  place.] 

Navy  Department,  May  25, 1864, 

Sir  :  I  have  had  great  satisfaction  in  receiving  and  perusing  your  report  as 
the  senior  officer  present,  and  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
several  vessels  that  were  engaged  in  the  encounter  with  the  rebel  iron-clad  ram 
Albemarle  and  her  tender  on  the  aflemoon  of  the  5th  instant  in  Albemarle  sound. 
The  department  congratulates  all  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  United  States 
navy  who  participated  in  this  remarkable  contest  between  wooden  gunboats  and 
a  formidable  armored  vessel — in  which  the  latter  was  forced  to  retreat  to  pre- 
vent capture — and  it  particularly  thanks  you  for  your  vigilant  and  gallant  use 
of  the  means  placed  at  your  command  to  thwart  the  designs  of  the  rebels  to 
regain  control  of  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 


THE  STRENGTH  AND  EFFICIENCY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Letter  of  DoimM  McKay,  transmitting  copy  of  letter  addressed  to  the  Boti&m 

Advertiser. 

East  Boston,  Massachusetts, 

Navefnber  9,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  heg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  commimication  of 
mine,  printed  in  the  Boston  Adveitiser  of  the  29th  ultimo,  giving  the  fltrength 
and  efficiency  of  our  navy  to  the  present  time.     1  heg  that  yon  will  ghre  rais 
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a  careful  pemsal,  and  if,  in  your  judgment,  you  deem  it  of  interest  to  our  coun- 
try, would  respectfully  req^uest  that  it  may  be  inserted  in  your  next  naval 
report  to  Congress. 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

DONALD  McKAY. 
Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington^  2>.  C 


Our  Navy, — Donald  McKay^s  letter  to  (he  Boston  Advertiser, 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bos/on  Daily  Advertiser : 

During  my  sojourn  in  England,  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  I  was 
permitted  to  inspect  all  the  royal  dockyards,  and  all  the  principal  private  ship- 
building establishments  in  the  kingdom,  and  communicated,  in  a  condensed 
form,  the  result  of  my  observations  to  the  Commercial  Bulletin,  and  to  other 
papers.  The  letters  embodying  my  views  were  copied  extensively,  and  when 
the  rebellion  broke  out  were  referred  to  by  naval  writers  in  complimentary 
terms.  From  England  I  proceeded  to  France,  where  every  facility  was 
afforded  me  to  examine  the  dockyards  of  the  empire.  In  the  navies  of  these 
great  powers  I  saw  much  that  was  new,  and  much  that  I  thought  might  be 
copied  with  advantage  by  our  own  Navy  Department,  and  opened  communica- 
tion with  some  of  its  offic(T8.  My  suggestions  were  always  received  with 
marked  consideration,  and  some  of  them  were  adopted.  When  war  was  upon 
us,  my  interest  in  our  vavy  was  increased.  I  knew  the  strength  of  England  and 
France  upon  the  ocean,  and  the  respect  which  that  strength  elicited  from  other 
nations,  and  with  many  others  came  frequently  before  the  public  with  a  view  of 
developing  our  own  naval  resources.  1  saw  that  these  powers  respected  noth- 
ing but  force,  and  knew  that  if  we  desired  to  prevent  foreign  intervention  in 
our  affairs,  our  navy  must  be  largely  increased.  1  refer  to  these  facts  at  this 
time  to  show  that  when  I  write  of  naval  affairs,  I  write  of  that  which  I  know, 
and  which  will  stand  the  test  of  fair-minded  scrutiny.  Nothing  is  easier  than 
to  find  fault,  and  I  can  state,  from  my  own  experience,  that  with  all  my  care,  I 
never  yet  built  a  vessel  that  came  up  to  my  own  ideal ;  I  saw  something  in 
each  ship  which  I  desired  to  improve.  But  I  should  have  felt  unfairly  dealt 
with  if  my  ships  had  been  judged  by  their  blemishes  rather  ttan  by  their  merits. 
The  same  rule  I  propose  to  apply  to  a  review  of  our  naval  affairs,  that 
those  interested  may  see  what  has  been  done,  and  is  still  doing,  by  the  Navy 
Department. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  the  navy  of  the  United  States  consisted 
of  the  following  steamers,  namely  :  The  screw  frigates  Merrimack,  Wabash, 
Minnesota,  Roanoke,  and  Colorado,  of  about  3,350  tons  each ;  of  the  large  screw 
sloop  Niagara,  of  4, .082  tons ;  of  the  first-chiss  screw  sloops  Richmond,  Brook- 
lyn, San  Jacinto,  Hartford,  Pent'acola,  and  Lancaster,  of  about  2,000  tons  each  ; 
of  the  second-class  sloops  Pawnee,  Iroquois,  Wyoming,  Mohican,  and  Dacotah, 
of  about  1,070  tons  each ;  of  the  third-class  sloops  Narragansett  and  Seminole, 
of  about  SoO  tons  each ;  of  the  first-class  paddle-wheel  sh)ops  Susquehanna 
and  Powhatan,  of  about  2,430  tons;  the  Mississippi,  of  1,692  tons;  and  the  Sar- 
anac,  of  1,446  tons;  and  of  small  pa(ldle-whe<?l  steamers  Michigan,  Saginaw, 
and  Wat(T  Witch,  of  about  470  tons  each ;  making  a  total  of  25  steamers  and 
49,700  tons. 

The  maximum  speeds  of  those  vessels  in  smooth  water,  and  for  a  short  time, 
were  as  follows,  in  knots  per  hour,  namely :  Niagara,  10.9 ;  Merrimack,  Wa- 
bash, Minnesota,  Roanoke,  and  Colorado,  9 ;  Brooklyn,  9.2 ;  San  Jacin*"  8.8 ; 
Hartford  and  Lancaster,  9.5;  Richmond,  7.5;  Pawnee,  8;  Iroquoia, 
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ing,  Mohican,  and  Dacotah,  11.7  ;  Narragansett  and  Seminole,  8 ;  Susquehanna 
and  Powhatan,  11  ;  Mississippi,  8.7;  Saranac,  9.2;  Saginaw,  9;  Water  Witch, 
9  ;  Michigan,  10.5.  The  Pensacola  proved  a  total  failure,  and  the  machinery 
had  to  be  removed. 

Such  was  the  steam  navy  w'th  which  the  administration  began  the  task  of 
rigorously  blockading  3,600  miles  of  the  most  difficult  coast  in  the  world, 
against  the  fastest  and  best  steamers  that  the  shops  of  England  could  produce, 
built  exclusively  for  speed  and  blockade  running  at  the  particular  localities ; 
in  addition  to  which,  the  oceans  of  the  world  were  to  be  kept  free  of  the  steam- 
ers called  confederate  cruisers,  but  which  w^ere  in  reality  English  pirates,  being 
built  in  England,  equipped  with  English  guns  and  manned  by  English  crews, 
whose  purpose  was,  not  to  fight  our  cruisers  as  war  vessels,  but  to  plunder  our 
sailing  merchant  ships,  and  to  keep  out  of  the  paths  of  our  war  steamers.  With 
the  enormous  advantage  of  having  all  the  ports  of  the  world,  except  those  of 
the  country  they  pretended  to  belong  to,  open  to  them  for  coaling,  repair,  refuge 
when  closely  pursued,  and  sale  of  the  most  valuable  and  less  bulky  portion  of 
their  plunder ;  and  with  the  sympathy  and  active  co-operation  of  the  officials 
of  those  ports ;  and  with  the  strong  incentive  of  the  free  plunder  of  a  large, 
rich,  and  defenceless  commerce,  without  the  slightest  personal  danger,  even  if 
captured,  it  is  indeed  miraculous  they  should  have  been  able  to  do  us  the  little 
injury  they  have. 

The  means  at  the  command  of  the  administration  for  building  a  steam  navy 
to  achieve  the  herculean  task  just  indicated  were  about  two  dozen  machine- 
shops,  great  and  small,  distributed  from  Maine  to  Maryland,  many  of  them  very 
small  and  without  the  tools,  workmen,  or  skill  requisite  for  the  production  of 
marine  machinery.  The  first  class  shops  did  not  exceed  eight  in  number.  But 
the  entire  force  of  those  shops  could  not  be  commanded  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment for  the  construction  of  new  machinery.  There  were  the  enormous  quan- 
tity of  repairs  to  the  merchant  steamers  of  the  country  to  be  done,  and  new  con- 
struction to  be  made  for  that  service.  The  War  Department  also  drew  largely 
on  their  resources  for  transport  steamers,  while  the  locomotive  and  tool-making 
shops  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  meet  the  demand  upon  them.  Neither  was 
there  sufficient  raw  material  in  the  country  for  the  large  and  sudden  demand ; 
the  iron,  copper,  tin,  and  coal  had  to  be  mined  and  manufactured.  Hundreds  of 
steamers,  hundreds  of  locomotives,  shops  full  of  tools,  tens  of  thousands  of  tons 
of  metal,  were  called  for  instantly,  and  there  was  nothing  on  hand  to  answer  the 
call.  War  steamers  cannot  be  built  in  a  day.  Inexperienced  labor  cannot  be 
converted  into  skilled  mechanics  in  a  day ;  the  prices  of  machinery  rose  im- 
mensely, the  pay  of  the  mechanics  and  the  cost  of  material  reached  a  point  far 
above  what  they  were  worth,  except  from  the  factitious  cause  of  the  sudden- 
ness of  the  demand.  The  result  was  felt  in  the  poor  materials  and  poorer  work- 
manship with  which  the  machinery  was  made.  Any  kind  of  material,  and  the 
most  unskilled  labor,  had  to  be  brought  into  use,  and  all  this  time  the  amount 
of  even  that  labor  wjw  consequently  diminishing  by  the  absorption  of  men  into 
the  military  service. 

In  this  pressing  emergency  the  department  did  all  that  could  possibly  be 
done.  It  purchased  every  merchant  steamer  that  could  be  converted  into  a 
blockading  vessel  or  a  war  cruiser,  and  the  navy  at  this  moment  contains  every 
merchant  steamer  of  any  size  or  excellence  that  has  been  built  in  this  country. 
It  set  at  work  every  steam-engine  factory  in  the  land,  that  could  produce  ma- 
rine machinery.  It  considered  all  plans  offered  for  armoring  vessels,  and  tried 
many.  It  instituted  experiments  in  machinery,  in  ordnance,  and  in  armor-plat- 
ing. It  rapidly  covered  the  Missis^sippi  and  its  tributary  waters  with  an  im- 
mense inland  fleet,  many  of  which  were  armored,  and  which,  sweeping  the 
rebels  from  these  waters,  have  been  an  indispensable  element  to  our  holding  the 
whole  interior  of  the  country,  as  it  gives  us  the  exclusive  command  of  its  water 
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highways.  It  lined  the  Atlantic  coast  with  such  a  blockading  fleet  as  the 
world  never  witnessed  before,  and  has  practically  closed  the  rebellious  district 
to  the  world,  the  few  vessels  which  succeed  in  running  the  blockade  being  too 
small  to  carry  cargo  sufficient  to  give  aid  of  any  consequence.  The  rebels  have 
not  been  able  to  import  even  drugs  enough  to  supply  the  medical  department 
of  its  army.  The  coast  around  the  port  of  Wilmington,  which  is  the  only  one 
at  which  blockade  running  is  practicable,  is  peculiarly  ftivorable  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  is  lined  for  miles  on  each  side  with  batteries  which  protect  the  block- 
ade runners  and  keep  our  cruisers  at  a  distance.  These  runners  are  small  ves- 
sels of  light  draught,  and  very  low  decks.  They  arc  painted  lead  color,  and 
approach  the  coast  in  the  night.  From  the  moment  it  is  possible  to  discover 
them  until  they  reach  the  protection  of  the  batteries  is  a  time  of  minutes,  and 
not  of  hours,  and  they  owe  to  that  their  occasional  success.  Were  the  circum- 
stances such  that  they  could  not  reach  the  port  until  after  a  chase  of  a  few 
hours,  their  escapes  would  be  very  rare.  Nearly  all  that  have  been  chased  in 
this  manner  at  sea  have  been  caught ;  it  is  not  the  speed  of  the  blockade  run- 
ners, but  the  conditions  of  the  blockading  service,  that  gives  them  an  occasional 
success.  Their  fastest  and  newest  steamers,  built  principally  for  speed,  have 
been  captured  by  our  sloops  in  fair  chase,  and  the  speed  of  the  vaunted  Alabama 
is  now  known  to  have  been  greatly  exceeded  by  that  of  the  Kearsarge. 

The  first  vessels  constructed  by  the  department  were  23  screw  gunboats  of 
504  tons  each,  with  a  speed  of  ten  knots,  and  a  draught  of  nine  feet. 
They  were  intend(;d  especially  for  blockading  the  mouths  of  the  smaller  rivers. 

The  Irofjuois,  Wyoming,  and  Mohican  were  next  duplicated,  the  former 
twice,  in  the  Oneida,  K<%'irsarge,  Wachusett,  and  Tuscarora.  Therejison  for  ex- 
actly duplicating  them  was  the  fact,  that,  as  the  dmwings  and  patterns  were 
Btill  in  the  hands  of  their  original  builders,  the  machinery  could  be  obtained 
much  quicker  ;  and  time  was  the  element  of  most  importance. 

These  vitssels  were  followed  by  the  paddle-wheel  gunbo«ats  ^laratanza,  Ma- 
haska, Selmgo,  Oetorara,  Sonoma,  Conemaugh,  Tioga,  Genesee,  Miami,  Paul 
Jones,  J*ort  Koyal,  and  Cimarron,  twelve  in  number,  of  about  850  tons  each, 
and  having  a  maximum  speed  of  eleven  knots  per  hour.  To  these  succeeded 
twenty-seven  others  of  the}  same  type,  but  larger  and  faster,  being  of  974 
tons  burden,  and  having  a  maximum  speed  of  14.J  knots  per  hour.  Their 
names  are  the  Kutaw,  Sassacus,  Wateree,  Pawtuxet,  Tallapoosa,  Winooska, 
Mackinaw,  Sliamrock,  Tallalioiiia,  Tacony,  Iosco,  Agawam,  Pontoosuc,  Massa- 
soit,  Osceola,  ^lattabesett,  Chickopee,  Ascutney,  Otsego,  Metacomet,  Chenango, 
L<Miapee,  Mendnta,  Mingoe,  Wyalusing,  Pontiac,  and  Peoria.  Another  seven 
of  this  class,  but  still  larger,  faster,  and  of  iron,  have  been  lately  added,  namely, 
the  Winnipec,  Ashuelot,  Muscoota,  Suwanee,  Shamokin,  Mohongo,  and  M<mo- 
cacy,  all  of  1,030  tons  each.  These  paddle-wheel  gunboats  have  the  light 
draught  of  8  feet,  and  carry  enormous  batteries.  The^y  were  built  for  special 
service!  in  the  narrow  and  tortuous  chaimels  of  the  shallow  sounds  and  river  em- 
bouchures of  the  southern  cojists.  For  these  localities,  where  turning  was  im- 
possible, it  was  nee<*ssary  they  should  be?  double  bowed,  or  constructed  with 
Inith  ends  alike,  and  tliat  their  machinery  should  be  equally  well  adapted  for 
going  forward  or  back. 

In  the  autunni  of  1 80 1  the  de))artment  commenced  the  constniction  of  ten 
second-class  screw  sloops-of-war,  of  about  l,3o0  tons.  They  are  the  Ticonde- 
roga,  Ijickawanna,  Shenandoah,  Monongahela,  Ossipee,  Juniata,  Sacramento, 
Adirondack,  Jlonsantonic,  and  Canandaigua.  They  have  a  maximum  speed  of 
1::^:^  knots,  carry  a  large  armament,  and  are  efficient  ocean  cruis<?rs. 

There  is  now  in  progress   of  construction    the   Chattanooga,   of  3,000   tons, 
building  for  the  department  by  outside  parties ;  also  the  Idaho,  of  similar  ton- 
nage, and  by  other  outside  parties;  while  the  department  is  itself  construclmg 
the   Madawaska,  Wampanoag,  Neshaminy,  Ammonoosuc,  and  Pompanooftuc. 
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These  vessels  are  of  wood,  about  3,200  tons,  and  intended  to  have  a  speed  of 
sixteen  knots  per  hour.  They  will  carry  immense  batteries,  be  full  rigged,  and 
will  doubtless  prove  the  fastest  and  most  formidable  ocean  cruisers  ever  built 
by  any  power. 

There  are  also  in  progress  of  building  by  the  department  twenty  first-class 
wooden  screw  steamers  of  2,200  tons  each,  to  have  a  speed  of  thirteen  knots, 
carry  enormous  batteries,  and  be  full  rigged  for  ocean  cruisers.  They  will  soon 
be  completed.  They  are  named  the  Antietam,  Arapaho,  Ouerri^re,  Hassalo, 
Illinois,  Java,  Keosauqua,  Kewaydin,  Manitou,  Minnetouka,  Mosholu,  Ontario, 
Piscataqua,  Pushmataha,  Tahgayuta,  Wanaloset,  Watauga,  Willamette,  Contoo- 
cook,  and  Mondamin. 

While  these  vessels  are  building,  there  have  been  completed  the  Nipsic 
Shawraut,  Nyack,  Pequot,  Maumee,  Kansas,  Yantic,  and  Saco,  all  screw  vessels 
of  593  tons  each.  The  machinery  is  from  the  designs  of  various  parties  build- 
ing to  compete  with  the  department.  The  first  three,  having  the  department's 
machinery,  have  been  thoroughly  tried,  and  can  maintain  a  speed  of  llj  knots. 

There  are  now  nearly  completed  the  wooden  iron-clad  coast  steamers  Tona- 
wanda,  Miantonomah,  Agamcnticus,  and  Monadnock,  of  1,564  tons,  drawing  12 
feet  of  water,  and  having  two  turrets  each,  carrying  two  15-inch  guns.  The 
Monadnock  has  been  tried,  and  is  found  capable  of  achieving  a  maximum  speed 
of  11  knots. 

There  are  also  in  process  of  construction  four  other  iron-clads  of  the  same 
type,  but  larger,  and  to  be  faster.  They  are  Kalamazoo,  Passaconaway,  Quin- 
sigamond,  and  Shackamaxon,  each  of  3,200  tons. 

The  department  has  also  constructed  74  wooden  and  iron-clad  veseielB  of  the 
monitor  type,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  78,100  tons. 

There  are  now  in  the  navy  in  active  service  558  steamers,  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  408,000  tons,  against  the  original  26  steamers  and  49,700  tons  with 
which  the  war  commenced.  Of  this  number  200  steamers,  with  an  aggregate 
of  241,000  tons,  have  been  built  by  the  department. 

In  no  country,  and  with  such  limited  means,  and  under  such  difficult  circum- 
stances, has  there  ever  been  put  afloat  in  the  same  time  such  immense  naval 
armaments.  In  no  place  has  there  been  any  failure,  but  whenever  the  naval 
forces  moved  victory  followed.  The  rebel  coast  has  been  held  with  a  grasp  of 
iron,  and  nearly  hermetically  sealed.  The  pirates  of  the  enemy  have  been  fol- 
lowed around  the  world,  and  captured  wherever  they  could  be  found,  and  the 
internal  navigation  and  command  of  this  vast  country  has  been  kept  open,  and 
in  the  hands  of  the  government. 

I'hc  naval  administration  has  done  all  which  any  naval  administration  could 
do  in  such  a  war,  and  it  will  still  have  to  be  relied  on  for  maintaining  a  large 
portion  of  what  has  been  conquered.  Let  any  one  ask  himself  the  question 
how  the  contest  would  stand  with  the  navy  withdrawn,  if  he  would  understand 
its  necessity  and  the  value  of  the  service  it  had  rendered. 

In  the  foregoing  communication  I  have  stated  nothing  but  facts — ^facts  which 
can  easily  be  verified  by  reference  to  official  documents,  and  which  I  deem  justly 
due  to  our  present  Navy  Department,  in  view  of  the  erroneous  statements  pot 
forth  by  some  writers,  who  evidently  know  but  little  whereof  they  affirm,  or  in 
tend  to  mislead  public  opinion.  I  hold  that  in  a  time  like  the  present  we 
should  all  unite  to  strengthen  rather  than  to  weaken  the  arms  of  government. 
Certainly  it  cannot  be  said,  with  the  above  facts  before  us,  that,  in  the  time  of 
trial,  the  Navy  Department  has  been  found  wanting. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

DONALD  HcKAY. 

East  Boston,  October  29,  1864. 
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THE  MONITOR  lEON-CLADS. 

Opinion  of  Admiral  Lesoffskyt  of  the  Russian  navy. 
[Commmiicated  to  the  Navy  Department  in  a  St.  Potersburgh  semi-official  gazette.  ] 

The  reports  of  the  admiral  and  captains  of  the  American  iron-clad  squadron 
of  the  bombardment  of  Charleston  have  offered  a  new  occasion  for  expressing 
different  opinions  as  to  what  system  of  iron-clad  ship-building  generally  prefer- 
ence is  to  be  given,  and  what  system  is  best  suited  to  our  navy. 

Supposing  that  those  opinions  (founded  upon  a  special  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject) will  assist  in  clearing  up  this  important  and  entirely  new  thing,  especially 
in  Russia,  we  present  below  two  articles  on  this  subject.  The  first  of  them,  by 
its  clearness  and  general  accessibility,  will  probably  attract  attention  even  of 
those  who,  not  belonging  to  the  naval  profession,  are  interested  in  the  question 
of  maritime  defences  adopted  in  Russia. 

The  principal  problems  which  had  to  be  solved  in  armor-plated  ship-building 
were  the  following: 

First.  The  protection  of  vessels  as  much  as  possible  from  the  danger  of  fire 
and  sinking,  wooden  vessels  being  inevitably  exposed  to  that  from  the  destruc- 
tive nature  of  the  artillery  of  the  present  time ;  and 

Second.  The  preservation  of  the  lives  of  the  crew  from  the  terrible  effects  of 
firing,  the  common  wooden  vessels  generally  in  use  not  offering  them  that  pro- 
tection at  all. 

The  afiair  at  Charleston  demonstrated  that  both  of  these  problems  were  most 
successfully  solved  by  the  monitors.  They  came  out  of  a  terrible  and  unprece- 
dented fire  without  a  hole  in  any  part  of  the  vessels  under  water;  their  entire 
loss  of  men  was  confined  to  one  man  killed  and  a  few  wounded.  The  losses 
and  injuries  sustained  by  them  were  of  such  a  nature  as  could  be  easily  guarded 
against  in  future,  and  there  was  no  necessity  to  take  them  into  dock,  as  the  re- 
pairs were  all  done  in  Port  Royal,  one  of  the  most  insignificant  ports  in  North 
America. 

Until  the  present  internal  stmggle  called  for  extraordinary  exertions,  the 
federal  army  and  navy  were  neglected.  Public  opinion  in  the  United  States 
looked  with  doubt  and  derision  upon  the  trials  and  experiments  that  were  made 
on  a  larg(»  scale  by  the  European  powers  for  the  solution  of  the  question  of 
armored  vessels.  In  1861,  in  view  of  the  rebellion  taking  enormous  proportions, 
the  public  mind  became  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and,  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  presented  during  an  extra  session  of 
Congress,  a  competition  was  offered  for  the  best  system  of  construction  of  iron- 
clad or  invulnerable  vessels. 

The  commission  of  naval  officers  to  whom  was  intrusted  the  examination  of 
projects  gave  preference  to  three  different  systems;  the  vessels  built  according 
to  those  systems  were  named  New  Ironsides,  Galena,  and  Monitor.  The  New 
Ironsides,  constructed  on  the  same  main  principles  as  most  of  the  iron -clad 
frigates  and  floating  batteries  of  the  European  powers,  did  not  present  anything 
new  ;  this  vessel  is  acknowledged  generally  to  he  a  success,  except,  however,  in 
regard  to  sjieed  and  turning.  The  Galena  also  presented  nothing  new ;  covered 
with  a  light  iron  armor  supjwrted  by  a  weak  backing,  she  proved  very  unsatis- 
factory Afterwards  her  armor  was  taken  off  and  she  remained  a  common 
wooden  vessel. 

The  Monitor,  invented  by  Captain  Ericsson,  was  built  on  entirely  new  princi- 
ples ;  she  wjis  a  covered  box  or  raft,  on  which  was  placed  a  revolving  turret. 
Any  one  who  has  observed  the  action  of  the  waves  on  a  common  rait  will  under- 
stand the  idea  of  the  inventor.     A  raft  does  not  rock  on  the  waves,  because  the 
waves  break  over  it ;  and  if  its  parts  can  be  bound  together  so  firmly  and  effi     r 
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ually  as  to  resist  the  destructive  action  of  the  waves,  and  not  allow  the  box 
itself  to  be  filled  with  water,  such  a  raft  may  he  conveyed  even  through  an 
open  sea.  * 

An  example  is  known  that  a  large  wooden  raft,  made  in  Canada,  was  success- 
fiilly  taken  to  England,  though  certainly  in  going  across  the  Atlantic  it  must 
have  been  most  of  the  time  submerged,  as  it  happens  now  with  the  monitors. 

Rejecting  the  high  sides  of  vessels,  to  cover  which  thousands  of  pounds  of 
iron  would  be  required,  the  inventor  of  the  Monitor  has  gained,  in  comparison 
with  other  armored  vessels,  the  following  advantages : 

First.  A  comparative  cheapness  in  construction. 

Second.  The  insignificance  of  target  presented  to  the  enemy's  fire. 

Third.  The  safety  of  the  submerged  part  of  the  vessel  from  shots. 

Fourth.  The  possibility  of  using  guns  of  the  heaviest  calibres,  and  capability 
to  give  great  thickness  to  the  turrets  and  side  armor  easier  than  it  could  be  done 
on  armored  vessels  of  other  systems. 

The  system  of  Captain  Ericsson  must  not  be  confounded  with  the  turreted 
system  of  Captain  Coles.  The  latter  places  his  turret  on  a  common  vessel  with 
pretty  high  sides,  for  the  protection  of  which  by  armor,  as  was  mentioned  before, 
an  enormous  weight  of  iron  is  required.  Those  are  the  advantages  presented 
by  Captain  Ericsson's  system.  In  relation  to  the  execution  of  details,  the  first 
monitor  presented  an  extensive  field  for  improvement.  The  famous  action  in 
Hampton  Roads  at  the  beginning  of  1862  compelled  the  government  of  the 
Unit(id  States  to  choose  this  system  of  vessels  for  coast  defence  in  preference 
to  others. 

Five  large  vessels-of-war  very  nearly  became  victims  to  the  Merrimack,  but 
w.'re  rescued  by  the  timely  arrival  of  the  small  Monitor,  which  forced  the  Mer- 
rimack to  leave  the  field  of  battle. 

In  reference  to  artillery,  the  choice  of  the  American  government  fell  on  the 
15-inch  Rodman  gun.  Up  to  that  time  the  largest  guns  used  in  the  navy  were 
11-inch  Dahlgren  guns,  but  the  monitor  system  is  able  to  use  the  largest  guns, 
the  defeating  force  of  which  is  more  effectual  than  that  of  the  11-inch  guns. 

From  that  time  it  may  be  said  that  this  class  of  vessel  is  sufficiently  tried  in 
America.  We  will  briefly  bring  forth  some  of  the  most  noted  occasions  in 
which  their  merits  were  exhibited.  In  order  of  time,  the  following  favorable 
news  concerning  monitors  transpired :  First  was  the  report  by  Commodore 
Rodgers  of  the  storm  encountered  by  him  on  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  board  the 
monitor  Weehawken.  This  renowned  naval  officer  went  to  sea  in  tow  of  a 
steamer  in  the  same  way  as  all  monitors  generally  make  their  sea  voyages. 
Near  the  capes  of  the  Delaware,  perceiving  the  approach  of  a  storm,  Commodore 
Rodgers  sent  his  companion  to  the  nearest  port,  determined  to  remain  at  sea 
himself  to  test  the  monitor  under  these  circumstances. 

In  his  report  he  praises  the  qualities  of  the  Weehawken  observed  by  him 
during  the  storm.  The  other  monitors  have  repeatedly  made  sea  passages 
during  the  tempestuous  winter  time.  Out  of  their  number  only  the  first  monitor 
was  lost,  and  that  from  causes  more  or  less  accessory. 

After  this  we  have  the  intelligence  of  the  action  on  the  Ogeechee  against 
sand  batteries ;  the  distance  was  from  400  to  600  fathoms,  impediments  pre- 
venting a  nearer  approach  ;  several  other  vessels,  armed  partly  with  mortara,  par- 
ticipated in  the  action.  The  fortifications  were  completely  demolished,  though 
repaired  during  the  night.  The  absence  of  land  forces  prevented  the  driving  of  the 
cnomy  out  of  the  forts,  as  the  execution  of  the  artillery  alone,  at  a  distance  of  400 
fathoms,  was  insufficient  for  that  purpose.  One  of  the  enemy's  cruisers,  the  Nash- 
vilhs  attempted  to  break  through  the  monitors,  but  a  15-inch  shell  decided  her  fate. 

Thereupon  follows  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter.  A  careful  study  of  this 
affair  shows  that  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  monitors  were,  more  or  less,  of  a 
^^ght  character.    Many  weak  points  were  discovered,  also  many  defects  requiring 
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alterations  on  the  vessels  already  built,  and  some  changes  in  those  that  were  in 
process  of  building;  but  the  main  principle  on  which  the  system  of  building 
these  vessels  was  founded  came  out  of  this  effective  trial  with  a  complete  tri- 
umph. 

The  next  trial  was  of  a  real  naval  character — a  combat  between  two  iron- 
clads, the  monitor  Weehawken  against  the  Atlanta.  On  both  sides  much  was 
expected  frum  the  issue  of  tliis  battle,  but  almost  the  first  shot  from  the  15-inch 
gnn  of  the  Weehawken  decided  the  affair  in  her  favor. 

The  monitors  continue  to  play,  if  not  the  principal,  still,  however,  an  im- 
portant part  at  the  siege  of  Charleston.  Continually  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  for  several  months,  they  obstinately  occupy  their  position  in  an  almost 
open  roadstead,  maintaining  a  successful  blockade  of  Charleston.  All  these 
circumstances  certainly  speak  a  great  deal  more  for  the  usefulness  of  the  monitors 
than  against  them.  The  last  accident  to  the  Weehawken,  which  unexpectedly 
foundered  in  the  midst  of  a  whole  squadron  of  similar  vessels,  while  at  an  an- 
chorage at  which  those  vessels  have  remained  so  long  a  time  with  impunity,  is 
not  investigated,  and  it  may  be  will  only  show  that  these  vessels  require  par- 
ticular precautions  and  care,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  treat  them  as  common 
vessels. 

Such,  in  short,  is  the  substance  of  the  knowledge  we  have  of  the  monitors. 

In  Russia,  the  navy  department,  in  the  person  of  his  highness  the  general 
admiral  and  his  nearest  assistants,  did  not  cease  to  follow  from  the  beginning 
the  trials  of  armored  ship-building  in  other  states,  but  with  prudent  caution  it 
was  decided  not  to  do  anything  until  the  new  vessels  had  been  sufficiently 
tested.  In  consequence,  after  the  first  battle  between  iron-clad  vessels  in 
America,  the  navy  department  immediately  sent  out  there  several  officers  be- 
longing to  different  branches  of  the  naval  service  to  study  those  new  vessels  on 
the  spot.  Those  persons  fulfilled  the  commission  with  which  they  were  charged 
in  the  most  successful  manner.  Their  reports  confirmed  the  navy  department 
in  its  conclusions  that  out  of  all  known  systems  of  iron-clads  the  monitor  was 
preferred  for  our  coast  defences,  especially  in  our  shallow  waters.  The  protec- 
tion of  Cronstadt,  our  princij)al  naval  port,  an  object  of  constant  and  particular 
solicitude  of  our  navy  department,  presents  besides  such  local  conveniences 
for  the  use  of  those  vessels  as  cannot  b(;  found  everywhere.  In  consequence  of 
all  this,  several  vessels  were  commenced  on  the  exact  model  of  the  American 
monitors.  These  vessels,  destined  exclusively  for  the  protection  of  Cronstadt, 
rapidly  and  successfully  move  to  completion.  All  the  improvements,  the  neces- 
sity of  which  has  beim  i)roved  by  exj)erience  in  America,  will  be  introduced  on 
our  vessels,  and  it  is  expected  that  those  vessels  will  be  a  very  efleclive  and 
necessary  addition  to  our  land  defences  of  Cronstadt. 

At  th(»  same  time  tin;  navy  department  did  not  neglect  to  adopt  all  mc^asures 
to  provide  the  new  vessels  with  the  mot*t  j)erfect  artillery,  and  we  hoj)e  that  our 
singh'turreted  vessels,  representing  the  exact  copy  of  the  American  monitoi*s, 
will  b(»  armored  with  formidable  artillery,  combine  all  the  new  imj)rovements, 
and  give  satisfaction  to  all  the  demands  of  contemporary  military  science. 

In  addition  to  this,  we  did  not  stop  on  one  system  exclusively.  With  pru- 
dent calculation,  concentrating  all  our  efforts  on  means  exelusivfly  defensive, 
we  shall  have  at  the  same  time,  besides  the  monitors,  a  few  iron-clad  vessels 
representing  models  of  all  the  principal  systems  now  in  use,  and  which  could 
be  adapted  to  our  exclusive  and  local  condition. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  say  we  have  before  us  an  extensive  and  vast  road  for 
the  furtluT  study  of  this  question,  and  inv(»stigation  of  those  improvements 
which  are  called  forth  by  numerous  imi)erfection8  of  all  the  systems  of  iron-clad 
vessels  known  at  the  present  time. 

In  examining  the  reports  of  the  captains  of  the  monitors  which  participated 
in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter,  knowing  exactly  the  kind  of  battle  the 
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monitors  were  engaged  in,  the  injuries  received  by  them,  and  remembering 
that,  notwithstanding  a  severe  concentrated  fire  from  the  numerous  southern 
forts,  the  federal  fleet  had  only  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded,  we  come  in- 
evitably to  the  conclusion  that  the  attack  on  Charleston  positively  proves  the 
monitors  capable  to  compete,  and  probably  with  chances  of  success,  with  the 
best  iron-clad  vessels  of  the  French  and  English  navies. 

It  is  true  that,  from  injuries  received  in  this  battle,  the  Keokuk  was  sunk ; 
but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  having  been  constructed  on  a  different  sys- 
tem, she  was  fastened  imperfectly  in  comparison  with  her  companions,  the 
injuries  to  which,  though  important,  were  for  the  most  part  of  such  a  character 
as  will  be  easily  provided  against  on  the  monitors  that  are  now  being  built  in 
our  yards  and  factories. 

For  instance,  on  board  the  vessels  that  participated  in  the  action  of  the  7th 
April,  1863,  a  great  many  bolts  that  fastened  the  turret-plates  were  broken. 
In  the  pilot-houses  and  turrets,  where  there  was  no  inside  iron  sheathing,  the 
captains  and  the  men  at  the  guns  were  exposed  to  great  danger  from  the  nuts 
and  ends  of  bolts  rebounding  inside.  Those  nuts  and  pieces  of  bolts  falling 
between  the  foundations  of  turrets  and  decks  prevented  the  turret  from  revolv- 
ing The  fire  of  the  monitors  also  was  not  so  very  effective  from  continual 
stoppages  of  the  guns.  Finally,  there  were  some  few  more  or  less  important 
defects  and  errors. 

A  well-considered  new  system  of  fastening  iron  plates  in  turrets,  taken  from 
experience,  a  large  iron  ring  covering  the  space  between  the  lower  part  of  the 
turret  and  the  deck,  and  the  9-inch  cast-steel  gun,  are  the  means  from  which  we 
expect  a  great  deal. 

Notwithstanding  the  defects  of  the  American  monitors,  the  strength  shown 
by  them  during  the  bombardment  is  truly  astonishing.  The  southerners  were 
firing  from  guns  of  the  heaviest  calibres  at  distances  which  probably  were  care- 
fully measured  before  the  commencement  of  the  action — these  distances  being 
smaller  than  half  the  distance  of  an  ordinary  pointing  fire — and  yet  not  one  of 
the  monster  charges  penetrated  the  turrets.  The  strongest  experience  of  this 
kind  was  sustained  by  the  Passaic,  and  what  was  the  result?  A  shot  from  a 
gun  of  a  heavy  calibre  struck  the  upper  edge  of  the  turret,  broke  eleven  plates, 
but  did  not  penetrate  the  turret,  though  the  strength  of  the  shock  was  suen  that 
the  projectile,  rebounding  upwards,  made  an  indentation  of  2^  inches  in  the  pilot- 
house and  bent  it  on  one  side;  and  notwithstanding  all  this,  in  the  turret  proper 
of  the  Passaic,  as  well  as  in  the  turrets  of  the  other  monitors,  there  was  no  one 
killed  or  wounded — a  result  certainly  very  important,  and  which  confirms  the 
great  superiority  of  the  monitor  system  over  all  other  systems  of  armor-plated 
vessels. 

The  fighting  test  through  which  the  monitors  have  passed  is  certainly  more 
effectual  and  decisive  than  the  experiments  made  on  plates  representing  the  sides 
of  a  Warrior  or  a  La  Gloire  ;  4j-inch  plates  of  those  were  fractured  by  occa- 
sional shots. 

We  may  well  ask  what  would  have  become  of  the  vessels  covered  by  such 
plates,  and  their  sides  presenting  a  large  target,  and  if  (as  it  happened  with  the 
Nahant)  they  would  be  exposed  for  some  time  to  a  concentrated  fire  of  100 
guns  at  a  distance  less  than  1,500  feet?  It  is  not  difficult  to  answer.  Not 
only  the  Warrior  with  the  La  Gloire,  but  all  those  Minotaurs,  North nmbcrlands. 
Magentas,  and  Solferinos,  constructed  on  improved  models,  would  be  sunk  in 
such  circumstances  ;  while  the  Nahant  got  out  of  the  action  with  injuries  com- 
paratively not  very  important. 

In  examining  the  reports  of  the  captains  we  can  find  several  other  places 
confirming  tho  solidity  of  the  monitors.  With  the  exception  of  the  Keokuk 
and  Passaic,  all  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  were  in  a  condition  to  continue  the 

it,  and  it  was  only  the  signal  of  the  admiral  (to  stop  the  battle)  that  made 
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tbem  stop  the  attack.  The  monitors  Weehawken,  Montauk,  Patapaco,  and 
CatskiU,  after  a  hot  action  of  fortj  minntes,  had  no  serious  injnrios,  not  only  in 
their  turrets,  but  in  any  other  parts  of  the  vessels.  In  one  word,  from  what- 
ever side  you  look  upon  the  results  of  the  battle,  they  are  positively  favorable 
to  the  monitor  system  of  constructing  vessels,  inasmuch  as  the  same  is  subject 
to  improvements  which  can  be  partly  adopted  on  the  monitors  building  at  the 
present  time,  and  unconditionally  on  those  that  are  to  be  built.  Passing  to  the 
reproach  of  slowness  of  fire  from  the  monitors,  it  is  easy  to  prove  that,  takine 
into  consideration  the  present  state  of  artillery,  the  number  of  projectiles  fired 
within  a  certain  specified  time  is  not  so  very  important  as  is  the  degnn*  of  de- 
struction they  produce.  Five  shots  from  the  Weehawken  were  quite  sufficient 
to  force  the  Atlanta,  a  beautiful  iron-clad  corvette  which  cost  the  southerners  a 
million  of  dollars,  to  strike  her  flag. 

And  it  is  certain  that  nine  shots  from  a  fifteen-inch  gun  fired  by  the  Passaic 
in  forty-five  minutes  would  do  a  great  deal  of  harm  to  the  Warrior  or  Black 
Prince.  In  three-quarters  of  an  hour  the  federal  squadron  let  out  130  pro- 
jectiles, excluding  three  shots  that  the  Keokuk  made,  and  remembering  that  the 
admiral's  ship,  the  New  Ironsides,  scarcely  participated  in  tlie  fight,  it  api>ear8 
that  the  mean  number  of  shots  fired  from  the  fourteen  guns  of  the  remaining 
seven  monitors  during  the  action  was  nine,  or  one  shot  for  every  five  minutes ; 
a  result,  if  not  particularly  brilliant,  still  very  satisfactory,  if  we  remember  that 
the  continual  stoppages  in  firing  are  partly  explained  by  inevitable  accidents  in 
first  experiments,  and  for  the  most  part  are  set  aside  by  another  system  of  artil- 
lery, possible  improvements  in  loading  guns  and  port  stoppers. 

In  conclusion,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  remark,  that,  in  examining  the  reports  of 
the  captains  who  participated  in  the  bombardment  of  the  7th  April,  we  are 
far  from  afiirming  that  their  vessels  were  perfect.  No,  certainly  not.  Monitors, 
like  all  other  specimens  of  ship-building,  have  their  defects.  They  are  not 
easily  managed ;  they  are  unsuited  for  passages  of  long  duration  ;  for  fight 
against  fortresses  they  are  nearly  useless ;  and  notwithstanding  this,  it  can  be 
boldly  asserted  that,  not  only  eight  months  ago,  when  wo  commenced  their  con- 
struction, but  at  the  present  time,  after  all  the  experiments  and  latest  inventions, 
it  is  difficult  to  designate  any  other  system  for  constructing  cojist  vessels  more 
useful  for  the  defence  of  Cronstadt  from  an  attack  from  sea,  to  navigate  narrow 
and  shallow  channels,  and  )>articularly  is  there  no  other  system  more  suitable 
to  the  means  of  construction  we  had  in  Russia  in  the  summer  of  18G3. 

The  monitors  that  are  being  constructed  at  the  Petersburgh  yards  undoubtedly 
are  not  in  a  condition  to  cope  with  Cherbourg,  or  to  take  Portsmouth  ;  but  they 
will  perform  their  part  of  duty,  and  will  be  of  such  use  as  to  prevent  an  unmo- 
lested bombardment  of  the  fortifications  of  the  port  of  Cronstadt,  which  are  so 
important  to  Russia. 
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